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Visiting?
•  Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! Whether you live in the area, are new to the area, or are     
   visiting from out of  town, we are glad you are here.
•  If  you have any questions about our church, please ask our greeters and ushers (the folks who  
   handed you a bulletin), or visit our website www.firstpresdalton.org.
•  If  you would like to know more about our church, fill out a Let’s Get Acquainted card and place   
   it in the offering plate during worship.
•  Childcare is available for children (infant-3) in the nursery (Room 109) from 9:15-11:45 a.m.. 
   Preschool-aged children (3-7) meet in the Joy Makers class during the Sunday School hour (Room  
   201). During worship we welcome children from this age group to come forward for the 
   Children’s Message and then return to their classroom for Worship and Play. All children 
   are welcome to stay throughout worship. In order for our staff  and volunteers to care for your 
   children, please fill out a children’s ministry sticker for you and your child. Stickers are in the 
   narthex, the Commons, or the nursery.

 How to Connect
• Come to worship—we’re here every week!
• Fill out a Let’s Get Acquainted card and place it in the offering plate to receive information about  
  the church.
• Ask to join our newsletter list (signup available through the website) to keep up with church events. 
•  Contact the office to join a Dinner Group and meet new friends outside the church.
• Have a meal on us immediately following worship on the second Sunday of  the month.
• Visit concerts, lectures, and other events hosted by the church.
• Ask about upcoming mission or fellowship opportunities.
• Come to church early and visit Sunday School (9:15 a.m. every Sunday).
•  Join the church! (Indicate you would like to join on a Let’s Get Acquainted Card or speak with the   
  Pastor following worship.)
• Find the most current contact information on our members in the church directory.  It can be found   
   on our website (www.firstpresdalton.org) under the fellowship tab.  The password is firstpres1847.

Announcements
• A sign-up sheet is now available in the Commons for the All-Church Retreat at Montreat. This year 
the dates are May 15-17. Come join your church family as we retreat to the the forests of  Western North 
Carolina for a weekend of  good times and fresh insights. A $50 deposit is due by February 11. See our blog 
page (located on our website) for all the details. Registration forms are located in the Commons and via the 
Midweek News.

• The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held immediately following worship on Sunday,
February 9, for the purpose of  discussing the annual report.

• You can help the youth raise money for a good cause and pull for your favorite team. Today the youth will 
be collecting funds for the Souper Bowl of  Caring. All proceeds will be donated to the Northwest 
Georgia Branch of  the Chattanooga Area Food Bank.

• Please join us next Sunday, February 9 for the Second Sunday Fellowship Lunch immediately following 
the Congregational Meeting. Please RSVP to the church office if  you would like to attend.

Free Wi-Fi is available throughout the church.  There are two options available: 
First Pres Guest 2.4 and First Pres Guest 5. Although these will connect to the same 
network, 2.4 has more strength while 5 has more range. The location of  the device will 
influence which one will automatically connect. The password for the guest network is 
johncalvin



PRELUDE           
Trio on ‘Aurelia’                                                                                D. Blackwell

(b. 1961)
              

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE PEACE
             The peace of  Christ be with you.
             And also with you.

THE GREETING
At the sound of  the bells, please prepare your heart and mind for worship.

INTROIT
Sing, My Soul, His Wondrous Love                                                      N. Rorem

(b. 1932)

Sing, my soul, his wondrous love,
who, from yon bright throne above,

ever watchful o’er our race,
still to us extends his grace.

Heaven and earth by him were made;
all is by his scepter swayed;

what are we that he should show
so much love to us below?

God, the merciful and good,
bought us with the Savior’s blood,

and, to make salvation sure,
guides us by his Spirit pure.

Sing, my soul, adore his Name!
Let his glory be thy theme:

praise him till he calls thee home;
trust his love for all to come.

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                    Jodi Johnson
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and do not forget all his benefits.
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The Call to Worship is 
from Psalm 103.

*Where you see this 
notation, please rise in 
body or in spirit.



*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
Gracious and loving God, we don’t always look for you in the right 
places, and we don’t always know where to begin. Sometimes it’s hard to 
see you in the stresses of  our days. Sometimes it’s hard to listen to your 
voice in the noise and busyness of  work. Sometimes it’s hard to feel you 
close in the anxiety of  our lives. We come here because we trust that you 
will meet us through prayer and praise, holy words and holy hands.

Still our anxious hearts, and make us quiet in your presence. Enter our 
worship, like words pouring from the sky. Speak through the stories of  
scripture, the voice of  your Son, and the whisper of  your Spirit. We pray 
through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

*HYMN 409
God Is Here!                                                                                         Abbot’s Leigh

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION                         
(A time of  silent prayer and meditation.)

God of  mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost. We confess 
that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your way. We are 
misled by pride, for we see ourselves pure when we are stained, and great 
when we are small. We have failed in love, neglected justice, and ignored 
your truth. Have mercy, O God, and forgive our sin. Return us to paths of  
righteousness through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

KYRIE
Lord, Have Mercy                                                                                 C. Phillips

(b. 1961)
All sing refrain, choir sings verse, all repeat refrain

Verse: Kyrie eleison. Christe eleison. Kyrie eleison.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
             Friends, believe the good news of  the gospel.
             In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!



*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Glory Be to God the Father                                                              Regent Square

Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one;

One in might and one in glory
While unending ages run.

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE LITANY OF PARTING
          Congregation: God be with you there.
             Children: God be with you here.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Jesus Loves Me!                                                                    William B. Bradbury

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong.

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                  
1 Corinthians 1:18-31                                                                                  NRSV
 
18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of  God. 19For it is written,
     “I will destroy the wisdom of  the wise,
          and the discernment of  the discerning I will thwart.”
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of  
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of  the world? 21For since, in the 
wisdom of  God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of  our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of  God and the 
wisdom of  God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of  you were wise by 
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of  noble birth. 27But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in 
the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no 
one might boast in the presence of  God. 30He is the source of  your life in Christ 
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast 
in the Lord.”

             This is the Word of  the Lord.     
             Thanks be to God.

(At this point in the 
service, we invite pre-
school-aged children to 
follow their teachers to the 
second floor elementary 
classroom in the Martin 
House for “Worship and 
Play.”)



ANTHEM
The Beatitudes                                                                                    R. Lehman

(b. 1960)

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of  heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of  God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of  heaven.

Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you
and utter all kinds of  evil against you falsely on my account.

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                        
Matthew 5:1-12                                                                                         NRSV                                                              
 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 
his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of  heaven.

4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled.

7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of  God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of  heaven.

11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 
of  evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward 
is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.”

 This is the Word of  the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 



SERMON                                                                                               
“#blessed”                                                                                    Rev. Will Scott

*HYMN 694
Great God of  Every Blessing                                                                     Aurelia

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                               “Apostles’ Creed”
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth, and 
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of  God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of  saints; the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY
Nunc Dimittis                                                                                           T. Tallis

(c. 1505-1585)

Sung by the Chamber Choir

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation,

Which thou hast prepared: before the face of  all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of  thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

*DOXOLOGY            
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                         Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
       And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
      We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
       It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Blessed are You, God, faithful and strong. All Your works, the height and depth, 
echo the silent music of  Your praise. In the beginning Your Word summoned 
light, night withdrew, and creation dawned. Then, as if  ages had passed unseen, 
waters gathered on the face of  the earth and life appeared. When at last the days 
had ripened and the earth was grown full in abundance, You created in Your 
image man and woman, the stewards of  all creation. You gave us breath and 
speech, that all the living might find a voice to sing Your praise, and to celebrate 
the creation You made and called good:

(All sing together)

All-holy God, how wonderful is the work of  Your hands! Because sin rose up to 
leave a fault-line, even in the earth, You stepped forward to enter into a covenant of  
peace that can renew the whole creation. As a mother tenderly gathers her 
children, as a father joyfully welcomes his own, You embraced a people as 
Yours, filling them with a longing for peace that will last, a justice that will never 
fail. Through countless generations Your people hungered for the bread of  
freedom. From them You raised up Jesus, Your Son, the living bread, in whom 
ancient hungers are satisfied. He healed the sick, though He Himself  would 
suffer; He offered life to sinners, though death would hunt Him down. But with a 
love stronger than death, He opened wide His arms and surrendered His spirit.

Eternal God, let Your Holy Spirit move in power over us and over these earthly 
gifts of  bread and wine that we may have communion in the body and blood of  
Christ, and that in Him we may become one. Amen.**

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

After the words of  institution the pastor will invite the elders forward to prepare the 
communion. The congregation will sing the Congregational Response. After the Congregational 
Response, the pastor will invite you to come forward to receive Communion. 

**The Great 
Thanksgiving:
The Great Thanksgiving 
is an ancient form of  
communion prayer that 
dates to the earliest 
days of  the Church. 
Although it appears 
in different settings, it 
always contains a 
retelling of  the “story” 
of  salvation that we 
join as we partake 
in the life of  Christ 
through the 
communion meal.

Excerpt from 
Worshiping God Together: 
A Guide for Children and 
Their Parents:
When we pray before 
the Lord’s Supper we 
do three things. First, 
we celebrate and give 
thanks for all the good 
things God has done 
for us. Second, we
remember and give 
thanks for Jesus — 
how he lived, died, 
and rose again to save 
us and give us life. 
Third, we pray that the 
Holy Spirit will feed 
us through this meal, 
so that we can grow 
strong in faith and be 
faithful followers of  
Jesus.



Bread of  the World in Mercy Broken (Hymn 499)                        Rendez a Dieu

Bread of  the world in mercy broken,
wine of  the soul in mercy shed,

by whom the words of  life were spoken,
and in whose death our sins are dead.

Look on the heart by sorrow broken,
look on the tears by sinners shed;
and be thy feast to us the token

that by thy grace our souls are fed.

COMMUNION
We invite you to come forward for communion via the nearest accessible main aisle and return 
to your seat the way you came. Communion is served by intinction. Tear a piece of  bread from 
the loaf  held by one elder, dip it in the cup held by another, and then, “Taste and see that the 
Lord is good.” Gluten-free wafers are available on the table.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
Meditation on ‘Repton’                                                                    T. Whisenant

(b. 1997)
       
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S 
PRAYER                                                      
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN 432
How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord                                                              Repton

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
God Be with You Till We Meet Again                                                   Traditional

God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again.

*POSTLUDE
Fanfare                                                                                                   P. Dukas

(1865-1935)

Upcoming 
Events
Monday, February 3
Morning Prayers
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study 
10:00 a.m.
Missions Team Meeting
5:45 p.m.
Tuesday, February 4
Grateful Heart AA Mtg
8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, February 5
Choir Rehearsal
6:30-8:00 p.m.
Thursday, February 6
Presbyterians at the Pub
5:00 p.m.
Sunday, February 9
Sunday School
9:15 a.m.
Confirmation Class 
9:30 a.m.
Fellowship
10:00 a.m.
Worship
10:30 a.m.
Annual Congregational 
Meeting
11:30 a.m.
Fellowship Lunch
11:45 a.m.
Cub Scout Den Meeting
4:00 p.m,
Week of  February 10
Rev. Will Scott on Study 
Leave
Tuesday February 11
Book of  the Month Club
Blue Ridge Elementary
9:30 a.m.
Grateful Heart AA Mtg
8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, February 12
Choir Rehearsal
6:30-8:00 p.m.
Thursday, February 13
Presbyterians at the Pub
5:00 p.m.



PRAYERS
For Marvin Lewis, husband of  Joanne Lewis,  recovering from knee replacement 
surgery;
For Kaye Clark recovering from knee replacement surgery;
For Todd Johnson, friend of  the church, as he recovers from cancer-related 
surgery;
For expectant mother, Avalee DeLay;
For Laurie White, sister of  Fran Lewis, and her children, as Laurie begins a new 
phase in her treatment for cancer;
For Catherine Brantly, as she recovers from knee surgery at home;
For Jane Crosby, sister of  Kathryn Sellers, recovering from a stroke;
For Mary Brooks Jameson, sister of  Robert Smalley, as she receives treatment for 
Leukemia;
For Chris Townley, former moderator of  the Presbytery, as he battles brain cancer;
For Greg George, as he undergoes treatment for kidney disease;
For Rev. Susan Reggin, as she undergoes treatment for cancer;
For First Presbyterian Church of  Cohutta;
For Sanford Dover;
For Martha Patton, sister of  Patricia Rivers, as she recovers from a stroke in 
Atlanta;
For Dick Lowrey, whose Multiple Systems Atrophy is an atypical form of  
Parkinson’s Disease;
For Johnnie Bakkum at Summit Place, Beaufort, South Carolina;
For Natalie Raygor during her Master of  Divinity program;
For Rev. Joel Alvis, in his work as Cherokee Presbytery Stated Clerk;
For caregivers and for aging parents.

Today’s music is 
reprinted with 
permision from 
OneLicense.net.
A-722902



Volunteer Schedule:

Worship

Children

Monthly

Date Liturgist Ushers Open/
Close

Flowers Sound
Board

Deposit

2/2 Jodi
Johnson

Steve & Carol
Houston

Walter & 
Jeane Jones

Jo Beth 
Thompson

Jeff
Granillo

Julie
Tharpe

2/9 Sue
Spivey

The
Scouts

Roger & 
Peggy 
Rollins

Lilly
Douglas

Jeff  
Granillo

Bob 
Hubbs

   
                

Date
Children’s

Church
Nursery
(Asst.)

Joy
Makers

Faith 
Explorers

2/2 Jeff  Granillo &
Laura Goins

Avalee
DeLay

Story Jeff  Granillo &
Laura Goins

2/9 Alice Ensley &
Mary Hubbs

Lilly 
Douglas

Music Alice Ensley &
Mary Hubbs

 

Communion
February 2

Congregational 
Care

Fourth Sunday
Fellowship 

Refreshments
Prep Julie Tharpe February Sue 

Neelly
Becky 
Jolly

Servers Rev. Will Scott, Jo Beth 
Thompson, Steve Farrow & 

Margaret Venable

March Becky 
Jolly

Fran  
Lewis



Contact FPC
Phone: 706-278-8161

Rev. Will Scott, Pastor: wscott@firstpresdalton.org
Trent Whisenant, Director of  Music: twhisenant@firstpresdalton.org

Erin Witt, Office Manager: office@firstpresdalton.org
Mailing Address:

PO Box 489
Dalton, Georgia 30722


