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Visiting?
•  Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! Whether you’re visiting from out of  town or new to the  
   area, we are glad you are here.
•  If  you have any questions about our church, please ask our greeters and ushers (the folks who  
   handed you a bulletin), or visit our website www.firstpresdalton.org.
•  If  you would like to know more about our church, fill out a Let’s Get Acquainted card and place   
   it in the offering plate during worship.
•  Childcare is available for children (infant-3) in the nursery (Room 109) from 9:15-11:45 a.m.. 
   Preschool-aged children (3-7) meet in the Joy Makers class during the Sunday School hour (Room  
   201). During worship we welcome children from this age group to come forward for the 
   Children’s Message and then return to their classroom for Worship and Play. All children 
   are welcome to stay throughout worship. In order for our staff  and volunteers to care for your 
   children, please fill out a children’s ministry sticker for you and your child. Stickers are in the 
   narthex, the Commons, or the nursery.

 How to Connect
• Come to worship—we’re here every week!
• Fill out a Let’s Get Acquainted card and place it in the offering plate to receive information about  
  the church.
• Ask to join our newsletter list (signup available through the website) to keep up with church events. 
•  Contact the office to join a Dinner Group and meet new friends outside the church.
• Have a meal on us immediately following worship on the second Sunday of  the month.
• Visit concerts, lectures, and other events hosted by the church.
• Ask about upcoming mission or fellowship opportunities.
• Come to church early and visit Sunday School (9:15 a.m. every Sunday).
•  Join the church! (Indicate you would like to join on a Let’s Get Acquainted Card or speak with the   
  Pastor following worship.)
• Find the most current contact information on our members in the church directory.  It can be found   
   on our website (www.firstpresdalton.org) under the fellowship tab.  The password is firstpres1847.

Announcements
• A sign-up sheet is now available in the Commons for the All Church Retreat at Montreat.  This 
year the dates are May 15-17. Please contact Leanna Granillo if  you have any questions.

•Now that Christmas festivities are over and the thrill of  the New Year has passed, our Church Guild
will meet immediately following worship today to take down the greens and pack up the holiday 
decorations. A pizza lunch will be provided. Any and all help is greatly appreciated!

• The youth are holding a service project in January called “Operation Warm”. They are accepting 
donations of  hats, gloves, and blankets. All donated items will be delivered to the City of  Refuge.

• Morning Prayers and Bible Study will resume on Monday, January 27.

• Please join us next Sunday, January 12 for the Second Sunday Fellowship Lunch immediately following 
worship.  Please RSVP to the church office if  you would like to attend.

Free Wi-Fi is available throughout the church.  There are two options available: 
First Pres Guest 2.4 and First Pres Guest 5. Although these will connect to the same 
network, 2.4 has more strength while 5 has more range. The location of  the device will 
influence which one will automatically connect. The password for the guest network is 
johncalvin



PRELUDE           
Variation on “Puer Nobis”                                                                   P. Stearns
“What star is this that beams so bright?”                                          (1931-2016)

              
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE PEACE
             The peace of  Christ be with you.
             And also with you.

THE GREETING
At the sound of  the bells, please prepare your heart and mind for worship.

INTROIT
Arise and Shine                                                                                      D. Hurd

(b. 1950)

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                   Joanne Lewis
Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the clouds.
Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains,
your judgments are like the great deep;
How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
All people may take refuge in the shadow of  your wings.
They feast on the abundance of  your house,
and you give them drink from the river of  your delights.
For with you is the fountain of  life;
in your light we see light.

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
Holy God, gather us into your love. Let this place of  worship be a refuge 
from the storms of  work and worry, that we might rest for a while in the 
shadow of  your wings. Cover us with your grace, with the joy of  worship, 
the peace of  prayer, and the gift of  your Spirit: that in your light we may 
see the light of  Jesus Christ, your Son. Amen.

*HYMN 151
We Three Kings of  Orient Are                                                          Kings of  Orient

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION                         
(A time of  silent prayer and meditation.)

God of  glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of  the world to reveal 
your love for all people. We confess that our sin and pride hide the 
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The Call to Worship is 
from Psalm 36.

Introit:
Arise and shine; your light 
has come. 
The Lord has risen o’er you. 
The glory of  the Lord has 
dawned;
Appears his glory on you.
See, darkness covers all the 
land;
Deep gloom enshrouds the 
people’s band,
But over you, his glory.

*Where you see this 
notation, please rise in 
body or in spirit.



brightness of  your light. We turn away from the poor; we ignore cries for 
justice; we do not strive for peace.

In your mercy, cleanse us of  our sin, and pour out the gifts of  your Sprit, 
that, forgiven and renewed, we may show your glory, reflecting the presence 
and love of  Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

KYRIE
Kyrie from ‘Christmas Carol Mass’                                                        K. Weed

(21st Century)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
             Friends, believe the good news of  the gospel.
             In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Glory Be to God the Father                                                              Regent Square

Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one;

One in might and one in glory
While unending ages run.

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE LITANY OF PARTING
          Congregation: God be with you there.
             Children: God be with you here.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Jesus Loves Me!                                                                    William B. Bradbury

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong.

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

(At this point in the 
service, we invite pre-
school-aged children to 
follow their teachers to the 
second floor elementary 
classroom in the Martin 
House for “Worship and 
Play.”)



SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                  
Ephesians 1:3-14                                                                                         NRSV
 
3Blessed be the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in 
Christ before the foundation of  the world to be holy and blameless before him 
in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 
according to the good pleasure of  his will, 6to the praise of  his glorious grace 
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of  our trespasses, according to the riches 
of  his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made 
known to us the mystery of  his will, according to his good pleasure that he set 
forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of  time, to gather up all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an 
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of  him who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were 
the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of  his glory. 13In him 
you also, when you had heard the word of  truth, the gospel of  your salvation, 
and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of  the promised Holy Spirit; 
14this is the pledge of  our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, 
to the praise of  his glory.
            
             This is the Word of  the Lord.     
             Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM
Rejoice and Be Merry                                                                           R. Jacques

(1894-1969)
Rejoice and be merry
in songs and in mirth!

O praise our Redeemer;
all mortals on earth!

For this is the birthday
of  Jesus our King,

Who brought us salvation,
His praises we’ll sing!

A heavenly vision
Appeared in the sky;

Vast numbers of  angels
The shepherds did spy,

Proclaiming the birthday of
Jesus our King,

Who brought us salvation,
His praises we’ll sing!

Likewise a bright star
In the sky did appear,
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Which led the wise men
From the East to draw near;

They found the Messiah,
Sweet Jesus our King,

Who brought us salvation,
His praises we’ll sing!

And when they were come,
they their treasures unfold,

And unto him offered
Myrrh, incense and gold.

So blessed for ever
Be Jesus our King,

Who brought us salvation,
His praises we’ll sing!

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                        
John 1:1-18                                                                                                NRSV                                                              
 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of  all people. 5The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 
himself  was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 
the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his 

name, he gave power to become children of  God, 13who were born, not of  
blood or of  the will of  the flesh or of  the will of  man, but of  God.

14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of  a father’s only son, full of  grace and truth. 15(John testified 
to him and cried out, “This was he of  whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks ahead of  me because he was before me.’”) 16From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only 
Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

 This is the Word of  the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                                                                               
“In Your Light We See Light”                                                       Rev. Will Scott

*HYMN 712
As Those of  Old Their Firstfruits Brought                                          Forest Green



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                  “Nicene Creed”
We believe in one God, The Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and 
earth, of  all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eternally 
begotten of  the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of  one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of  the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and 
become truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again; in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of  the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the resurrection of  the 
dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen.

THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY
The Babe of  Bethlehem                                                                  V. Thompson 

 (1890-1969)

*DOXOLOGY            
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                         Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
       And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
      We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
       It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Blessed are You, God, faithful and strong. All Your works, the height and depth, 
echo the silent music of  Your praise. In the beginning Your Word summoned 
light, night withdrew, and creation dawned. Then, as if  ages had passed unseen, 
waters gathered on the face of  the earth and life appeared. When at last the days 
had ripened and the earth was grown full in abundance, You created in Your 
image man and woman, the stewards of  all creation. You gave us breath and 
speech, that all the living might find a voice to sing Your praise, and to celebrate 
the creation You made and called good:

Nicene Creed:
“The Nicene Creed was 
the first and in fact is 
the only creed used
ecumenically by the
vast majority of
Christians throughout 
the world. For more 
than fifteen hundred 
years, it has been the 
hallmark of  orthodoxy.” 
–from the PC (USA) 
Book of  Confessions.

The Nicene Creed is
particularly important
because it settled a 
long-running debate 
about how Christians 
could reconcile the 
divinity of  Jesus with 
Jewish monotheism. 
The creed claims that 
Jesus is “of  one Being 
with the Father.”

Offertory Note:
The offertory is an 
Early American Carol 
from “Southern 
Harmony” (1854).



(All sing together)

All-holy God, how wonderful is the work of  Your hands! Because sin rose up to 
leave a fault-line, even in the earth, You stepped forward to enter into a covenant of  
peace that can renew the whole creation. As a mother tenderly gathers her 
children, as a father joyfully welcomes his own, You embraced a people as 
Yours, filling them with a longing for peace that will last, a justice that will never 
fail. Through countless generations Your people hungered for the bread of  
freedom. From them You raised up Jesus, Your Son, the living bread, in whom 
ancient hungers are satisfied. He healed the sick, though He Himself  would 
suffer; He offered life to sinners, though death would hunt Him down. But with a 
love stronger than death, He opened wide His arms and surrendered His spirit.

Eternal God, let Your Holy Spirit move in power over us and over these earthly 
gifts of  bread and wine that we may have communion in the body and blood of  
Christ, and that in Him we may become one. Amen.**

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

AGNUS DEI

After the words of  institution the pastor will invite the elders forward to prepare the 
communion. The congregation will sing the Agnus Dei. After the Agnus Dei, the pastor will 
invite you to come forward to receive Communion.

**The Great 
Thanksgiving:
The Great Thanksgiving 
is an ancient form of  
communion prayer that 
dates to the earliest 
days of  the Church. 
Although it appears 
in different settings, it 
always contains a 
retelling of  the “story” 
of  salvation that we 
join as we partake 
in the life of  Christ 
through the 
communion meal.

Excerpt from 
Worshiping God Together: 
A Guide for Children and 
Their Parents:
When we pray before 
the Lord’s Supper we 
do three things. First, 
we celebrate and give 
thanks for all the good 
things God has done 
for us. Second, we
remember and give 
thanks for Jesus — 
how he lived, died, 
and rose again to save 
us and give us life. 
Third, we pray that the 
Holy Spirit will feed 
us through this meal, 
so that we can grow 
strong in faith and be 
faithful followers of  
Jesus.



COMMUNION
We invite you to come forward for communion via the nearest accessible main aisle and return 
to your seat the way you came. Communion is served by intinction. Tear a piece of  bread from 
the loaf  held by one elder, dip it in the cup held by another, and then, “Taste and see that the 
Lord is good.” Gluten-free wafers are available on the table.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION              

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S 
PRAYER                                                      
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN 12
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                                                       St. Denio

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
God Be with You Till We Meet Again                                                   Traditional

God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again.

*POSTLUDE
Impression on “Kings of  Orient”                                                           A.Fedak  

(b. 1953)  

Upcoming 
Events
January 5
Cub Scout Den Meeting
4:00 p.m.
January 6-10
Rev. Will Scott on study 
leave
Monday, January 6
Missions Team Meeting
5:45 p.m.
Tuesday, January 7
Grateful Heart AA Mtg
8:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 9
Christian Ed Team 
Meeting
10:00 a.m.
Presbyterians at the Pub 
5:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 12
Sunday School
9:15 a.m.
Fellowship
10:00 a.m.
Worship
10:30 a.m.
Second Sunday 
Fellowship Lunch
11:30 a.m.
Cub Scout Den Meeting
4:00 p.m.
Monday, January 13
Connection Team Meeting
5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, January 14
Book of  the Month Club 
- Blue Ridge Elementary
9:30 a.m.
Grateful Heart AA Mtg
8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, January 15
Church Guild Meeting
10:00 a.m.
Worship Team Meeting
5:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
6:30-8:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 16
Presbyterians at the Pub
5:00 p.m.



PRAYERS
For Todd Johnson, friend of the church, as he recovers from cancer related surgery;
For expectant mother, Avalee DeLay;
For Lily Randle, niece of Laura Goins, as she recovers from a concussion;
For Laurie White, sister of Fran Lewis, who is beginning chemo for the recurring cancer;
For Elders Elect, Hilliard Jolly, Wesley Sanders, and Betty Steinmetz;
For Catherine Brantly, as she recovers from knee surgery at home;
For Jane Crosby, sister of Kathryn Sellers, recovering from a stroke;
For Mary Brooks Jameson, sister of Robert Smalley, as she receives treatment for 
Leukemia;
For Chris Townley, former moderator of the Presbytery, as he battles brain cancer;
For Kelly Allgood, as she undergoes treatment;
For Greg George, as he undergoes treatment for kidney disease;
For Rev. Susan Reggin, as she undergoes treatment for cancer;
For First Presbyterian Church of Cohutta;
For Sanford Dover;
For Martha Patton, sister of Patricia Rivers, as she recovers from a stroke in Atlanta;
For Dick Lowrey, whose Multiple Systems Atrophy is an atypical form of 
Parkinson’s Disease;
For Johnnie Bakkum at Summit Place, Beaufort, South Carolina;
For Natalie Raygor during her Master of  Divinity program;
For Rev. Joel Alvis, in his work as Cherokee Presbytery Stated Clerk;
For caregivers and for aging parents.

Today’s music is 
reprinted with 
permision from 
OneLicense.net.
A-722902



NOTES:



Contact FPC
Phone: 706-278-8161

Rev. Will Scott, Pastor: wscott@firstpresdalton.org
Trent Whisenant, Director of  Music: twhisenant@firstpresdalton.org

Erin Witt, Office Manager: office@firstpresdalton.org
Mailing Address:

PO Box 489
Dalton, Georgia 30722


