
Christmas Eve
Tu e s d a y,  D e c e m b e r  2 4 ,  2 0 1 9



THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

Tonight we remember the birth of  Jesus. We celebrate and worship because God has come to us, 
fully present, in the life of  Jesus Christ. 

What is “Christmas”? It is three words: God in flesh; or four syllables: in-car-na-tion. The 
Gospel according to John (1:14) tells us, “The Word became flesh and lived among us, … full of  
grace and truth.” Christmas proclaims that God has come in flesh, has come “to save us all from 
Satan’s power.” Christmas celebrates far more than a birthday; Christmas acclaims the advent of  
messianic salvation. Christ was sent among us in order to save us. …

What we pay homage to at Christmas, therefore, is that the ultimate fulfillment of  God’s saving 
purpose begins with the birth of  Jesus, the messianic Savior. God’s only Son is born among us in 
order to save the world. This is the message of  Christmas.

From the beginning of  time, God’s saving purpose has been at work. God has raised up the seed of  
Abraham, including Moses and Gideon and Samson and John the Baptist. Through all these 
generations, God has been faithfully at work raising persons to bring us the Davidic Messiah, the 
messianic King, the Son of  the Most High who will ascend the throne of  David. Through all of  
human history, God has been bringing forth Jesus Christ. Now through the birth of  the Savior, 
God’s purpose will be fulfilled. God has acted to save God’s people. The Christ child is born for the 
saving of  the world. 

- An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of  Common Worship 

This Service of  Lessons and Carols is adapted from the Festival of  Nine Lessons and Carols that 
has been celebrated annually at King’s College, Cambridge, for almost a century. The nine Scripture 
lessons are those traditionally used at the festival, while the carols provided accompany each passage 
as they tell the story of  God’s saving love for creation, culminating in the birth of  Jesus.

*Where you see this notation, please rise in body or in spirit.



PRELUDE           
Gloria in Excelsis Deo                                                                                Daniel Pinkham, American

(1923-2006)
 

Played by the brass quintet and organist

THE GREETING
At the sound of  the bells, please prepare your heart and mind for worship.

INTROIT
Up! Good Christen Folk, and Listen                                           George Ratcliffe Woodward, English

(1848-1934)

Ding-dong, ding: ding-a-dong-a-ding: ding-dong, ding-dong: ding-a-dong-ding.

Up! Good Christen folk, and listen how the merry church bells ring, and from steeple bid good people come adore the 
newborn King: tell the story how from glory God came down at Christmastide. 

Bringing gladness, chasing sadness, show’ring blessings far and wide,
born of  mother, blest o’er other, Ex maria Virgine, in a stable (‘tis no fable), Christus natus hodie.

WELCOME 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 140
Once In Royal David’s City                                                                                                              Irby

Stanza 1 sung by soloist, Sarah McCown
Stanza 2 sung by the choir

Stanzas 3-4 sung by all

*OPENING SENTENCES
(from Psalm 96)

Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
Sing to the Lord and bless God’s name;
tell the good news of  salvation from day to day.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

*HYMN 133
O Come, All Ye Faithful                                                                                                   Adeste Fideles

THE FIRST LESSON                                                 
Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19                                                                                                      Annelle Scott

Adam and Eve disobey God’s command
and disrupt the order and goodness of  creation

8 They heard the sound of  the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of  the evening breeze, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of  the LORD God among the trees of  
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the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 He said, “I 
heard the sound of  you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11 He 
said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of  which I commanded you 
not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the 
tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The 
woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 14 The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
    cursed are you among all animals
    and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
    and dust you shall eat
    all the days of  your life.
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman,
    and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head,
    and you will strike his heel.”
17 And to the man he said,
“Because you have listened to the voice of  your wife,
    and have eaten of  the tree
about which I commanded you,
    ‘You shall not eat of  it,’
cursed is the ground because of  you;
    in toil you shall eat of  it all the days of  your life;
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
    and you shall eat the plants of  the field.
19 By the sweat of  your face
    you shall eat bread
until you return to the ground,
    for out of  it you were taken;
you are dust,
    and to dust you shall return.”

CAROL
Adam Lay Ybounden                                                                                        Peter Warlock, English

(1894-1930)

Sung by the lower voices of  the choir

Adam lay Ybounden, bounden in a bond,
Four thousand winter thought he not too long;

And all was for an apple, and apple that he took,
As clerkes finden written in their book.

Ne had the apple taken been, the apple taken been,
Ne had never Our Lady a been heavene Queen.

Blessed be the time that apple taken was:
Therfore we moun singen: Deo Gratias.



THE SECOND LESSON                                                 
Genesis 22:15-19                                                                                                           Robert Smalley

God promises that, through Abraham,
all the peoples of  the world will be blessed

15 The angel of  the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said, “By myself  I 
have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only 
son, 17 I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of  heaven and 
as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of  their enemies, 18 and 
by your offspring shall all the nations of  the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have 
obeyed my voice.” 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to 
Beer-sheba; and Abraham lived at Beer-sheba.

*HYMN 145
What Child Is This                                                                                                               Greensleeves

THE THIRD LESSON
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7                                                                                                                    Pam Partain

The people who walk in darkness
receive the promise of  the Messiah

2The people who walked in darkness
    have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of  deep darkness—
    on them light has shined.
6 For a child has been born for us,
    a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
    and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace.
7 His authority shall grow continually,
    and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of  David and his kingdom.
    He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
    from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of  the LORD of  hosts will do this. 

CAROL
Joys Seven                                                                                                   Stephen Cleobury, English

(1948-2019)
The first good joy that Mary had it was the joy of  one,

To see the blessed Jesus Christ, when he was first her son
When he was first her son, good man, and blessed may he be,

Both Father, Son and Holy Ghost, through all eternity.

The next good Joy that Mary had it was the joy of  two,
To see her own son, Jesus Christ, to make the lame to go,

To make the lame to go, good man, and blessed may he be,
Both Father, Son and Holy Ghost, through all eternity.



The next good joy that Mary had it was the joy of  three,
To see her own son Jesus Christ to make the blind to see.

To make the blind to see, good man, and blessed may he be,
Both Father, Son and Holy Ghost, through all eternity.

The next good joy that Mary had it was the joy of  four,
To see her own son Jesus Christ to read the bible o’er.

To read the bible o’er, good man, and blessed may he be,
Both Father, Son and Holy Ghost, through all eternity.

The next good joy that Mary had it was the joy of  five,
To see her own son Jesus Christ to bring the dead alive.

To bring the dead alive, good man, and blessed may he be,
Both Father, Son and Holy Ghost, through all eternity.

The next good joy that Mary had it was the joy of  six,
To see her own son Jesus Christ upon the crucifix,

Upon the crucifix, good man, and blessed may he be,
Both Father, Son and Holy Ghost, through all eternity.

The next good joy that Mary had it was the joy of  seven,
To see her own son Jesus Christ to wear the Crown of  Heaven.

To wear the Crown of  Heaven, good man, and blessed may he be,
Both Father, Son and Holy Ghost, through all eternity.

THE FOURTH LESSON
Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9                                                                                                               Jeane Jones                             

1The Messiah will come from the root of  Jesse
to restore the peace of  creation
A shoot shall come out from the stump of  Jesse,
    and a branch shall grow out of  his roots.
2 The spirit of  the LORD shall rest on him,
    the spirit of  wisdom and understanding,
    the spirit of  counsel and might,
    the spirit of  knowledge and the fear of  the LORD.
3 His delight shall be in the fear of  the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
    or decide by what his ears hear;
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
    and decide with equity for the meek of  the earth;
The wolf  shall live with the lamb,
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf  and the lion and the fatling together,
    and a little child shall lead them.
7 The cow and the bear shall graze,
    their young shall lie down together;
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.



8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of  the asp,
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
9 They will not hurt or destroy
    on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of  the knowledge of  the LORD
    as the waters cover the sea.

CAROL
There is no rose of  such vertue                                                                   Howard Helvey, American

(b. 1968)

There is no rose of  such vertu As is the rose that bare Jesu. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
For in this rose conteinèd was Heaven and earth in litel space Res miranda, Res miranda. 
By that rose we may well see There be one God in persons three, Pares forma, pares forma. 

The aungels sungen the shepherds to: Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gaudeamus, Gaudeamus. 
Leave we all this werldly mirth, And follow we this joyful birth. Transeamus, Transeamus. 

THE FIFTH LESSON
Luke 1:26-35, 38                                                                                                               Hilliard Jolly                                    

An angel appears to Mary and announces
that she will bear a holy child

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to 
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of  the house of  David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of  greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of  the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of  his ancestor David. 33 He 
will reign over the house of  Jacob forever, and of  his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to 
the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of  the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
be holy; he will be called Son of  God. 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of  the Lord; let it 
be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

CAROL
I sing of  a maiden                                                                                            Patrick Hadley, English

(1899-1973)
Sung by the upper voices of  the choir

I sing of  a maiden that is makeless,
King of  all kings to her son she ches.

He came all so still where his mother was,
As dewe in Aprille that falleth on the grasse.

He came all so still to his mother’s bower
As dewe in Aprille that falleth on the flower.

He came all so still where his mother lay
As dewe in Aprille that falleth on the spray.
Mother and maiden was never none but she,

Well may such a lady, God’s mother be.



THE SIXTH LESSON
Luke 2:1-7                                                                                                                 Margaret Venable

Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem,
Where Mary gives birth to her child

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of  Syria. 3 All went to their 
own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of  Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the 
city of  David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of  David. 5 He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While 
they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in bands of  cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn.

CAROL
O Holy Night                                                                                             Shawn Kirchner, American

(b. 1970)

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining,
It is the night of  the dear Saviour’s birth;

Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
‘Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of  hope the weary world rejoices,

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.

Fall on your knees, Oh hear the angel voices!
O night divine! O night when Christ was born.

O night, O holy night, O night divine.

Led by the light of  Faith serenely beaming;
With glowing hearts by his cradle we stand:
So, led by light of  a star sweetly gleaming,
Here come the wise men from Orient land,

The King of  Kings lay thus in lowly manger,
In all our trials born to be our friend;

He knows our need, To our weakness no stranger!
Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend!!

Truly He taught us to love one another;
His law is Love and His gospel is Peace;

Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother,
And in his name all oppression shall cease,

Sweet hymns of  joy in grateful Chorus raise we;
Let all within us praise his Holy name!

Christ is the Lord, then ever! ever praise we!
His pow’r and glory, evermore proclaim!



THE SEVENTH LESSON
Luke 2:8-16                                                                                                                      Tate O’Gwin

Angels appear to shepherds in the fields
and announce the birth of  the Messiah

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 
Then an angel of  the Lord stood before them, and the glory of  the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 
news of  great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of  David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of  cloth 
and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of  the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

*HYMN 113
Angels We Have Heard on High                                                                                                  Gloria 

THE EIGHTH LESSON
Matthew 2:1-11                                                                                                                 Julie Tharpe

Magi from the East come seeking the Messiah
and offer gifts to the baby Jesus

1In the time of  King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of  Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of  the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he 
was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief  priests and scribes of  
the people, he inquired of  them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem 
of  Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of  Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of  Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they 
had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of  them, went the star that they had seen at its 
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, 
they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him 
gifts of  gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road.



CAROL
Out of  the Orient Crystal Skies                                                                Richard Zgodava, American

Out of  the orient, crystal skies a blazing star did shine,
Showing the place where poorly lies a blessed Babe divine.

This shining star three kings did guide even from the furthest East,
To Bethlehem where it betide this blessed Babe did rest,

Born of  a maid of  royal blood who Mary was called by name,
A sacred rose which once did bud by grace of  heavenly flame.

And for the joy of  His great birth a thousand angels sing:
“Glory and peace unto the earth where born is this new King!” Alleluia!

THE NINTH LESSON
John 1:1-14                                                                                                                    Rev. Will Scott

The Word of  God becomes flesh
and lives among us, full of  grace and truth

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in 
the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of  all people. 5 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself  was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 
11 He came to what was his own. and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received 
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of  God, 13 who were born, not of  
blood or of  the will of  the flesh or of  the will of  man, but of  God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of  a 
father’s only son, full of  grace and truth.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                      
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.



*HYMN 122
Silent Night, Holy Night!                                                                                                     Stille Nacht

(We invite all to light a candle as we sing)

Silent night! Holy night!
All is calm, all is bright

’round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy infant, so tender and mild,

sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night! Holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.

Glories stream from heaven afar,
heav’nly hosts sing: “Alleluia!

Christ the Savior is born!
Christ the Savior is born!”

Silent night! Holy night!
Son of  God, love’s pure light

radiant beams from Thy holy face
with the dawn of  redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth!
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth!

Silent night! Holy night!
Wondrous star, lend thy light;

with the angels let us sing
“Alleluia” to our King:

“Christ the Savior is born!
Christ the Savior is born.”

BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Joy to the World                                                                                                                        Antioch

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King!

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room,
and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n and nature sing,

and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

POSTLUDE
I Saw Three Ships                                                                             arr. Luther Henderson, American

(1919-2003)

Cover Art: “The Adoration of  the Shepherds,” woodcut by Albrecht Dürer, c. 1504.
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