
Third Sunday of Advent
S u n d a y,  D e c e m b e r  1 5 ,  2 0 1 9



Visiting?
•  Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! Whether you’re visiting from out of  town or new to the  
   area, we are glad you are here.
•  If  you have any questions about our church, please ask our greeters and ushers (the folks who  
   handed you a bulletin), or visit our website www.firstpresdalton.org.
•  If  you would like to know more about our church, fill out a Let’s Get Acquainted card and place   
   it in the offering plate during worship.
•  Childcare is available for children (infant-3) in the nursery (Room 109) from 9:15-11:45 a.m.. 
   Preschool-aged children (3-7) meet in the Joy Makers class during the Sunday School hour (Room  
   201). During worship we welcome children from this age group to come forward for the 
   Children’s Message and then return to their classroom for Worship and Play. All children 
   are welcome to stay throughout worship. In order for our staff  and volunteers to care for your 
   children, please fill out a children’s ministry sticker for you and your child. Stickers are in the 
   narthex, the Commons, or the nursery.

 How to Connect
• Come to worship—we’re here every week!
• Fill out a Let’s Get Acquainted card and place it in the offering plate to receive information about  
  the church.
• Ask to join our newsletter list (signup available through the website) to keep up with church events. 
•  Contact the office to join a Dinner Group and meet new friends outside the church.
• Have a meal on us immediately following worship on the second Sunday of  the month.
• Visit concerts, lectures, and other events hosted by the church.
• Ask about upcoming mission or fellowship opportunities.
• Come to church early and visit Sunday School (9:15 a.m. every Sunday).
•  Join the church! (Indicate you would like to join on a Let’s Get Acquainted Card or speak with the   
  Pastor following worship.)
• Find the most current contact information on our members in the church directory.  It can be   
  found on our website (www.firstpresdalton.org) under the fellowship tab.  The password is 
  firstpres1847.

Announcements
• Please join us for a Congregational Lunch immediately following worship today in Hollis Hall.

• The  ladies of  the church are all invited to Kathryn Seller’s house on Thursday evening, December 
19, from 4:30 - 7:00 p.m. for a little seasonal socializing.  Everyone should bring a small appetizer to 
share, and we will enjoy a couple of  hours of  each others’ company and holiday spirit!

• Don’t miss the Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols Service, with candlelight, on Tuesday, December 
24, starting at 5:30 p.m., as we celebrate Jesus’ birth. 

• Please consider donating to this year’s “Christmas Joy Gift”.  All proceeds assist current and retired 
church workers in their time of  need and developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools 
and colleges equipping communities of  color. 

• The Young Adult Christmas Party will be hosted by the Granillo’s at their home this year. The 
party will be Saturday, December 21 beginning at 6:00 p.m. Dinnner will be provided, but you are 
welcome to bring appetizers, desserts, or drinks to share.

Free Wi-Fi is available throughout the church.  There are two options available: 
First Pres Guest 2.4 and First Pres Guest 5. Although these will connect to the same 
network, 2.4 has more strength while 5 has more range. The location of  the device will 
influence which one will automatically connect. The password for the guest network is 
johncalvin



PRELUDE           
Noël (Grand Jeu et Duo)                                                                     L. Daquin 

(1694-1772)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE PEACE
             The peace of  Christ be with you.
             And also with you.

THE GREETING
At the sound of  the bells, please prepare your heart and mind for worship.

INTROIT
O Radix Jesse                                                                            Gregorian Chant

*CALL TO WORSHIP                               Mike and Priscilla Brown
Jesus says: I am coming soon.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                                                                  
(adapted from Isaiah 35:1) 

We light this candle as a sign of  the coming light of  Christ.
As the Lord has promised in days to come. . . .

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
The desert shall rejoice and blossom;
Like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly;
And rejoice with joy and singing.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
God of  grace, always faithful to your promises, the earth rejoices in hope 
of  our Savior’s coming, and looks forward with hope to his return at the 
end of  all things. Prepare our hearts to receive him with joy when he 
comes, for he is Lord forever. Amen.

*HYMN 82
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                                          Hyfrydol

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                   Avalee DeLay
Loving and merciful God, in Jesus Christ you are a light shining in 
darkness; but we have failed to live in Christ’s light, and prefer the 
darkness of  sin. We hide selfish thoughts. We cover ourselves in power. 
We turn away from the deep needs of  the world that are revealed to us at 
every turn.

S U N D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  1 5 ,  2 0 1 9

Introit:
O Radix Jesse, qui stas in 
signum populorum,
super quem continebunt 
reges os suum, quem gentes 
deprecabuntur:
veni ad liberandum nos, 
jam noli tardare.

Translation:
O root of  Jesse, standing as 
a sign among the nations; 
kings will keep silence 
before you for whom the 
nations long;
come and save us and delay 
no longer.

*Where you see this 
notation, please rise in 
body or in spirit.



Forgive us, God of  grace. Grant us wisdom to live in your light and to 
follow in the way of  our coming Lord, Jesus Christ, as we wait for his 
appearing. Amen.

THE KYRIE
Kyrie from ‘Advent Mass’                                                                    R. Lehman

(b. 1960)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
 Friends, believe the good news of  the gospel.
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                                       Veni Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of  God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

HYMN 
O Little Town of  Bethlehem                                                                   St. Louis

O little town of  Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of  all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of  Mary and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of  wondering love.

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all on earth.

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of  his heaven.

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of  sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

Cover Art:
Moyers, Mike. Awake 
My Soul, from Art in 
the Christian Tradition, 
a project of  the Van-
derbilt Divinity Library, 
Nashville, TN. http://
diglib.library.vanderbilt.
edu/act-imagelink.
pl?RC=57138 [retrieved 
November 18, 2019]. 
Original source: Mike 
Moyers, https://www.
mikemoyersfineart.
com/.

From the artist: “An 
abstract depicting the 
light of  The Word 
shattering the 
darkness.”



HYMN
Once in Royal David’s City                                                                              Irby

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby in a cradle for his bed:

Mary was that mother mild; Jesus Christ, her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of  all,
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;

with the poor and meek and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.

Jesus is our childhood’s pattern; day by day like us he grew;
he was little, weak and helpless; tears and smiles like us he knew;
and he feels for all our sadness, and he shares in all our gladness.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
Away in a Manger                                                                                       Mueller

MUSIC
Who is this Baby?                                                       T. Taylor and C. Dickerson

Sung by the Joy Makers Choir and the Faith Explorers Choir

Who is this Baby born in a manger, lying upon the straw?
From highest heaven this Gift is given, Jesus, God’s Gift to all.

Sleep now, Jesus, Gift of  love.
Who is this Baby born in a manger, lying upon the straw?

From highest heaven this Gift is given, Jesus, God’s Gift to all.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
While Shepherd’s Watched Their Flocks                                          Winchester Old

MUSIC
Glory in the Highest                                                   J. LeDoux and M. LeDoux

Sung by the Joy Makers Choir and the Faith Explorers Choir

Glory, glory, glory in the highest, Peace on earth to everyone;
Glory, glory, glory in the highest, Angels tell that Christ has come.

Joy to the world the Lord has come.
Follow the star to Bethlehem.

Tell everyone that Christ is born.
Glory, glory, glory in the highest; Peace on earth to everyone.

*HYMN 144
In the Bleak Midwinter                                                                            Cranham

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                     

(At this point in the 
service, we invite pre-
school-aged children to 
follow their teachers to the 
second floor elementary 
classroom in the Martin 
House for “Worship and 
Play.”)



SCRIPTURE READING
Matthew 11:2-11                                                                                         NRSV

             2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word 
by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to 
wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and 
see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf  
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And 
blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”          

       7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the 
wind? 8What then did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 
palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 
than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written,
             ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of  you,
              who will prepare your way before you.’
                      11Truly I tell you, among those born of  women no one has arisen greater 
than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of  heaven is greater than he.”

              This is the Word of  the Lord.     
              Thanks be to God.

SERMON                             
“Are you the one?”                                                                        Rev. Will Scott

*HYMN 84
Creator of  the Stars of  Night                                              Conditur Alme Siderum

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                          “Apostles’ Creed”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
        Hear us as we pray,
        Come, Lord Jesus.

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                              

THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY
Comfort, Comfort Ye My People                                                      C. Beaudrot

(b. 1951)
Lisa Elders, flute

Adam Stark, tambourine

Comfort, comfort ye my people. Speak ye peace, thus saith our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness, mourning ‘neath their sorrows’ load.

Speak ye to Jerusalem of  the peace that waits for them; 
tell her that her sins I cover, and her warfare now is over.

The Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father who art in 
heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God the 
Father Almighty, Maker 
of  heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord; who 
was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of  
the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended 
into hell; the third day 
he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of  God 
the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost; the 
holy catholic church; the 
communion of  saints; 
the forgiveness of  sins; 
the resurrection of  the 
body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen.



Hark, the voice of  one that crieth in the desert far and near,
Calling us to new repentance for the kingdom now is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way;

Let the valleys rise to meet him and the hills bow down to greet him.

Make ye straight what long was crooked, make the rougher places plain;
Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits His holy reign.

For the glory of  the Lord now o’er earth is shed abroad;
And all flesh shall see the token that the word is never broken.

*DOXOLOGY            
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                            Old 100th                                                      

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*HYMN 93
Lift Up your Heads                                                                                        Truro

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
God Be with You Till We Meet Again                                                   Traditional

God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again.

POSTLUDE
Improvisation on ‘Helmsley’                                                              T. Whisenant

(b. 1997)

The Children and Youth of First Presbyterian Church Present
The Christmas Pageant

2019
Narrators......Ian Lively, Emma Lively, Ben Johnson, Caroline Hogshead
Jesus...............Peter Scott
Mary...............Sienna Haugen
Joseph............Luke O’Gwin
Star................. Libba Thompson
Wisemen........Steven Crawford, Arrie Hope Hopkins, Andrew Granillo
Angels........... Lena Haugen, Mary Lois Thompson, Ellie Scott, Lucy    
                     O’Gwin, Hannah Granillo, Margaret Scott
Shepherds.....Peyton Hubbs, Charlie Rollins
Animals.........Will O’Gwin, Norey Hubbs, Betsy Delay, Lyda Douglas,   
                     Haynes Granillo, Henry Hubbs

                                                                                                                                              

Today’s music is 
reprinted with 
permision from 
OneLicense.net.
A-722902

Upcoming 
Events
Sunday, December 15
Congregational Lunch
11:30 a.m.
Montreat Retreat Team 
Planning Meeting
12:30 p.m.
Monday, December 16
Morning Prayers 
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study 
10:00 a.m.
Session Meeting
5:30 p.m.
Handbell Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 17
Grateful Heart AA Mtg
8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 18
Choir Rehearsal
6:00-8:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 19
Presbyterians at the Pub
5:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 22
Sunday School
9:15 a.m.
Fellowship
10:00 a.m.
Worship
10:30 a.m.
Tuesday, December 24
Lessons & Carols
5:30 p.m.
Grateful Heart AA Mtg
8:00 p.m.
December 24- 
January 1
Church Office Closed



Volunteer Schedule

Worship

       
               
Children

       

Monthly

Contact FPC
Phone: 706-278-8161

Rev. Will Scott, Pastor: wscott@firstpresdalton.org
Trent Whisenant, Director of  Music: twhisenant@firstpresdalton.org

Erin Witt, Office Manager: office@firstpresdalton.org
Mailing Address:

PO Box 489
Dalton, Georgia 30722

Date Liturgist Ushers Open/
Close

Flowers Sound
Board

Deposit

12/15 Avalee
DeLay

Charles 
Allgood & 

Nancy Rhine

Steve & 
Carol 

Houston

The 
Flower 
Team

Jeff  
Granillo

Mike
Sarkowski

12/22 James
Hoskins

Bob & Mary
Hubbs

Jack & Pam
Partain

The 
Flower 
Team

Jeff   
Granillo

Bob 
Hubbs

   
                

Date
Children’s

Church
Nursery
(Asst.)

Joy
Makers

Faith 
Explorers

12/15 Tate & Katie
O’Gwin

Lilly
Douglas

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
9:45 a.m.

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
9:45 a.m.

12/22 Walter Jones & 
Berrien Long

Katie
O’Gwin

Mission Leanna Granillo & 
Trent Whisenant

 

Communion
January 5

Congregational 
Care

Fourth Sunday
Fellowship 

Refreshments
Prep Jeane Jones December Nancy

Rhine
Kathryn Sellers

Servers Rev. Will Scott, Sarah 
McCown, Turner Plunkett & 

Wesley Sanders

January Jeane 
Jones

Nathalie
Sanders


