Jack R. Smith, Ph.D.
Interim State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street • Baltimore, MD 21201 • 410-767-0100 • 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD • msde.maryland.gov

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Bill Reinhard, 410-767-0486

GUIDE SPOTLIGHTS PATH TO EARLY
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION CAREERS
PUBLICATION PLACES FOCUS ON MARYLAND
BALTIMORE (May 19, 2016) – The Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) has released
“Careers in Early Childhood Education: A MARYLAND GUIDE,” providing guidance about the
educational pathways available for potential and current early childhood professionals seeking the
training and experience necessary to be effective.
“There are a number of different roads of education and experience that can lead to a career in early
childhood education,” said Dr. Rolf Grafwallner, Assistant State Superintendent for MSDE’s Division
of Early Childhood Development. “This guide is great for high school and college students interested
in Early Childhood Education as well as for professionals that are already working in the field.”
The 36-page publication is customized for Maryland and provides an overview of the different career
choices--working directly with children or supporting those who do--available in the field of early
childhood education (ECE) and development.
The guide describes specific jobs, including lists of position responsibilities, recommended or required
education requirements, and potential job settings. ECE professionals also will find information about
two- and four-year degrees, training, and other preparation programs and options. Finally, there is
information about financial assistance that is available to support early childhood education careers.
“The guide lays out various minimum training and other requirements for positions that are required by
law,” said Elizabeth Kelley, State Administrator for MSDE’s Office of Child Care. “It’s all about
developing professionals to meet the needs of Maryland youngest children and students. MSDE has a
variety of programs that support early childhood professionals in acquiring the training and experience
they need to obtain a particular position or degree.”
Access Careers in Early Childhood Education: A MARYLAND GUIDE by visiting
http://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/now-available-maryland-early-childhood-careerguide
Access the Master Plan on Professional Development for Teachers and Providers of Early Childhood
Education by visiting http://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/prek-grade-2/
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