
 

 

Please visit http://tcausafaaog.com to view upcoming activities and photo sum-
maries of recent events. Also visit www.Facebook.com/tcausafaaog.com 

Dear Fellow Graduates : 

 

As is normal in any organization, 
there is a change in Chapter 
responsibilities. This is the first 
issue of our “Newsletter” not 
published by Jay Esmay, '84. Jay 
has been with us since we 
organized in May of 2011, and, 
sadly, is leaving us for warmer 
climates. Jay is moving to Texas 
with his wife Lolly to be closer to 
her roots and family. Jay has 
been invaluable to us with all he 
has done helping us organize and 
prosper as a chapter. As a 
founding Director and Treasurer, 
he has been a vital contributor 
toward insuring our chapter 
success. Jay and Lolly will be 
sorely missed and we truly wish 
them Godspeed in the next stage 
of their life. They are forever 
members of our organization... 

 

As a result of this move, Ben 
Schoenbauer, '04, and his lovely 
wife Jennie, have volunteered to 
assume the “duties” associated 
with the publication of our 
“Newsletters.” 

We all are certainly grateful for 
their assistance. 

 

Another loss to our Chapter, is 
that of Dave Reiner, '77. For 
personal reasons, Dave has 
asked to be relieved of his duties 
as a Director. While he will still 
remain in the area and will 
continue to support and attend 
many of our events and functions, 
he feels he should step away for 

Prez Prose — Chapter President Tom Wilson ‘61 

now. Dave has served as Chapter 
Secretary and/or Founding 
Director since we began at that 
May 2011 meeting. We are 
grateful for Dave's contributions 
and look forward to seeing him at 
future events. 

 

As you would expect, the Chapter 
elected replacement Directors at 
the March meeting. 
Congratulations to Bob Hickcox, ' 
75, and Ben Schoenbauer, '04. 
Their terms are set to expire in 
May of 2017. Thank you both in 
advance for your dedication to 
our Chapter and its goals. 

 

To restate the obvious, our 
Chapter is always hoping for 
additional volunteers to help us 
meet our stated goals as a 
continuing chapter. We have lots 
we want to do and always need 
more grads to become active 
participants. For those of you who 
have some time on your hands, 
please review our website and 
goals; pick out something that 
piques your interest and volunteer 
to get more involved. WE ARE 
ALWAYS LOOKING FOR MORE 
GOALS TO ACCOMPLISH AND 
MORE GRADS TO ASSIST IN 
ACCOMPLISHING THOSE 
GOALS. 

 

As you may have noticed, we are 
about to embark on a new 
Chapter venture come 30 April – 
that of a joint Founders Day 
Dinner and MN Parents Club 
Spring Banquet. The Academy 
Superintendent, Lt/Gen Michelle 
Johnson, '81, is our guest 

speaker, as you should know. 
With the Parents Club we expect 
200 to 250 attendees at the 
dinner, so please do join us. It 
promises to be a most enjoyable 
evening. (Note additional info 
elsewhere in this “Newsletter.”) 

 

Once again, I feel I must address 
a dire situation – our Chapter 
financial status. We are in the 
black, but just barely. As a result 
of my “plea” in the December 
newsletter, we received only two 
donations, one of which was mine 
and my wife's. That was and is 
disappointing to me and the 
board. I am asking again for ANY 
donation from the graduate 
community. It is necessary in 
order to give us some flexibility in 
funding our stated goals. 
Meanwhile, we are pursuing 
donations from both new and 
existing corporate sponsors. Trust 
me, we are not frivolous with how 
we spend our funds! 

 

Thanks to Dave Carpentier, '89, 
and Bob Hickcox, '75, we have 
revised our website and our 
ability to accept donations at the 
click of the “Donate” button on the 
homepage. We have tried to 
make it as easy as possible to do 
so... See for yourself??? 

 

That's it for now. Hope to see 
more of you at some of our 
various Chapter events. 
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April 2016 

UPCOMING  - April 30th Founders Day Dinner
 6:00pm, Rush Creek Country Club (further details page 2) 



 

 

  

Questions? Contact Char‐
lie Nelson, '96 at musta‐

busa@gmail.com  

  

Register online at 
https://www1.usafa.org/
Events/Register.aspx?id
=8569 

  

Please register by April 27, 
2016 // Seating is limited. 

  

Questions? Contact Char‐

lie Nelson, '96 at musta‐

busa@gmail.com 

You are cordially invited to the 

Founder’s Day Dinner – Cadet Appointee Recognition 

Hosted by: 
Twin Cities Area Association of Graduates & Air Force Academy Parents Club of Minnesota 

Saturday, April 30, 2016 
6:00 pm: Social Hour (cash bar available) & Silent Auction // 7:00 pm: Dinner 

Cost: $45 per person 

Rush Creek Country Club 

7801 County Road 101 

Maple Grove, Minnesota  

Keynote Speaker 

Lt. Gen. Michelle Johnson ’81, Superintendent, US Air Force Academy  

 
Register online at https://www1.usafa.org/Events/Register.aspx?id=8569 

 Please register by April 27, 2016 // Seating is limited 
 

Questions? Contact Charlie Nelson, '96 at mustabusa@gmail.com 
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Upcoming Events 

THE NORTHERN ZOOMIE 

ST CROIX RIVER 
CRUISE-Sept 24th 2016 

Back by popular demand.  We are 
already scheduled for a cruise in 
2016.  Mark your calendars and plan 
on attending.  More details to come. 

4th Friday Happy 
Hours!!!   

First is May 27th, 5:30pm—

Freight House in Stillwater. 

 

 

Future Events 
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What a Great Group!!!   

New Member Experience—Thank you!!! 

Ben Schoenbauer ‘04 

My first chapter monthly meeting was back in October 2015.  I grew up in St. Paul and I had been 
in the Twin Cities for about 3 years.  It had been about 12 years since my graduation from the 
Academy and I felt the need to reach out to some grads.  The monthly meeting has become a 
way to have a couple drinks and discuss topics that promote the Academy.  It has become some-
thing that I really look forward to each month. The Embassy Suites is a great place to visit and 
relax for a couple hours.  The group got right into ribbing each other like I used to with my bud-
dies at the Academy.  I feel right at home. 

My wife Jennie and I have met a great bunch of people 
from many different aspects of Academy life.  From 
athletes to the smart computer guys, I’ve been able to 
give her examples of the different breeds at the Zoo, 
right here in Minnesota.   

We started attending at a great time.   

Our first event was a paddle boat ride down the St 
Croix River with about 40 other grads, spouses and 
friends.  This was held in September 2015. It just hap-
pened to be the night of a super moon.  It was a beauti-
ful night with a great group of people.  We heard plenty 
of pilot stories, took a close up look at the new bridge 
and had in depth conversations the entire trip.  It was amazing to find out that we have grads that 
worked for the same airline but never knew each other during their employment.   

The next adventure for Jennie and I was a Scotch tasting at Terry and Margaret Flowers home in 
January 2016.  What a night!!!  We heard poems of the famous Scottish poet Robert Burns and 
sampled at least five different flavors of Scotch Whiskey from the different regions.  Terry put on 
a great performance that included props and an authentic accent.  The Scotch was compliment-
ed by some gourmet food prepared by Margaret and her friends.  It was a great night, especially 
since I had a pregnant wife to drive me home!   

Our latest outing with the group was at the famous 
Lowell Inn in Stillwater back in February.  One can 
sense the history of such a place.  Our group left our 
mark and added some stories the building can share 
for future generations.   

The next event is the Founders Day Dinner and a 
chance to hear from the current Superintendent.  
There are currently 80 people signed up and we are 
hoping for many more.  Please sign up if you are 
coming!   

Jennie and I look forward to making even more new 
friends.  Thanks for the experiences.  It really is a 
great group!  See you on April 30

th
!   



 

 

air; poignant and purple.  This 
was Viking playoff foot-
ball….OUTDOORS! 

 Because the Vikings 
moved into the Metrodome 
when I was eight years old, 
and are moving into U.S. Bank 
stadium next year, I knew this 
was likely my only chance to 
be a part of outdoor January 
Viking lore.  It was amazing 
and nearly brought tears to my 
eyes, but not because of the 
missed field-goal. 

 As kick-off neared the 
energy continued to build.  I 
could feel it rising up through 
my chest.  Much like the adren-
aline rush I experienced lead-
ing up to a big rivalry game 
growing up.  Back then I had 
an outlet: jump ball and let the 
chips fall. 

Seconds before kickoff, 
the P.A. announcer growled to 
the crowd, “Game time temper-
ature is negative six degrees 
Fahrenheit, the coldest game 
in Vikings playoff history!”  The 
entire crowd roared a deafen-
ing, blood evaporating, purple 
battle scream. 

Enjoy this article from 
Charlie Nelson.  It reminded 
me of the cold games at the 
Academy when we used to 
huddle together in the stands 
to stay warm.   

We were still standing in 
the concourse during the fly-by 
as multiple jets roared over-
head.  Dean plugged his good 
ear and Karl asked if I knew 
what they were.  Based on 
sound and proximity, I made 
an educated guess: “F-16s 
from the Duluth Air National 
Guard.” 

 When we did arrive to 
our seats, stadium personnel 
were rolling up the field sized 
American flag, but not one per-
son in the stands took their 
seat.  I’ve often said you could 
feel Purple Electricity when 
walking through the revolving 
doors at the Metrodome.  As if 
that semi-circular trip transport-
ed you to another dimension.  
But this was altogether differ-
ent—there was no roof to con-
tain the energy—yet there it 
was, coursing through the frigid 

Purple Scream - Charlie Nelson ‘96, Legal Advisor 

The adrenaline in my 
chest rapidly expanded to every 
part of my body—I joined the 
chorus adding my own primitive 
howl.  It wasn’t enough.  The 
power of the crowd and the mo-
ment left me wanting.  Only run-
ning full-speed down the field 
and throwing my body into a 
Seahawk would suffice; yet there 
I stood, impotently planted 
among 61,000 in four layers of 
Thinsulate, nestled between my 
wife and her two brothers.  The 
adrenaline surged up, on the 
precipice of spilling out of my 
eyes and freezing to my ski 
mask.   I stopped screaming to 
focus on controlling my emo-
tions—I narrowly avoided crying 
at kickoff at my first NFL playoff 
game. 

I’m not entirely sure the 
proper course of action was to let 
pride prevent me from fully expe-
riencing the moment.  But that’s 
how I spent the entire game—

near boiling—attracting and pro-
ducing purple electricity right up 
to the final, ill-fated kick.  I can 
only hope playoff football at U.S. 
Bank stadium will compare. 

Newsletter Possible Thanks to 
these Great Sponsors! 
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Dear Fellow Graduates : 

 

As is normal in any organization, 
there is a change in Chapter 
responsibilities. This is the first 
issue of our “Newsletter” not 
published by Jay Esmay, '84. Jay 
has been with us since we 
organized in May of 2011, and, 
sadly, is leaving us for warmer 
climates. Jay is moving to Texas 
with his wife Lolly to be closer to 
her roots and family. Jay has 
been invaluable to us with all he 
has done helping us organize and 
prosper as a chapter. As a 
founding Director and Treasurer, 
he has been a vital contributor 
toward insuring our chapter 
success. Jay and Lolly will be 
sorely missed and we truly wish 
them Godspeed in the next stage 
of their life. They are forever 
members of our organization... 

 

As a result of this move, Ben 
Schoenbauer, '04, and his lovely 
wife Jennie, have volunteered to 
assume the “duties” associated 
with the publication of our 
“Newsletters.” 

We all are certainly grateful for 
their assistance. 

 

Another loss to our Chapter, is 
that of Dave Reiner, '77. For 
personal reasons, Dave has 
asked to be relieved of his duties 
as a Director. While he will still 
remain in the area and will 
continue to support and attend 
many of our events and functions, 
he feels he should step away for 
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now. Dave has served as Chapter 
Secretary and/or Founding 
Director since we began at that 
May 2011 meeting. We are 
grateful for Dave's contributions 
and look forward to seeing him at 
future events. 

 

As you would expect, the Chapter 
elected replacement Directors at 
the March meeting. 
Congratulations to Bob Hickcox, ' 
75, and Ben Schoenbauer, '04. 
Their terms are set to expire in 
May of 2017. Thank you both in 
advance for your dedication to 
our Chapter and its goals. 

 

To restate the obvious, our 
Chapter is always hoping for 
additional volunteers to help us 
meet our stated goals as a 
continuing chapter. We have lots 
we want to do and always need 
more grads to become active 
participants. For those of you who 
have some time on your hands, 
please review our website and 
goals; pick out something that 
piques your interest and volunteer 
to get more involved. WE ARE 
ALWAYS LOOKING FOR MORE 
GOALS TO ACCOMPLISH AND 
MORE GRADS TO ASSIST IN 
ACCOMPLISHING THOSE 
GOALS. 

 

As you may have noticed, we are 
about to embark on a new 
Chapter venture come 30 April – 
that of a joint Founders Day 
Dinner and MN Parents Club 
Spring Banquet. The Academy 
Superintendent, Lt/Gen Michelle 
Johnson, '81, is our guest 

speaker, as you should know. 
With the Parents Club we expect 
200 to 250 attendees at the 
dinner, so please do join us. It 
promises to be a most enjoyable 
evening. (Note additional info 
elsewhere in this “Newsletter.”) 

 

Once again, I feel I must address 
a dire situation – our Chapter 
financial status. We are in the 
black, but just barely. As a result 
of my “plea” in the December 
newsletter, we received only two 
donations, one of which was mine 
and my wife's. That was and is 
disappointing to me and the 
board. I am asking again for ANY 
donation from the graduate 
community. It is necessary in 
order to give us some flexibility in 
funding our stated goals. 
Meanwhile, we are pursuing 
donations from both new and 
existing corporate sponsors. Trust 
me, we are not frivolous with how 
we spend our funds! 

 

Thanks to Dave Carpentier, '89, 
and Bob Hickcox, '75, we have 
revised our website and our 
ability to accept donations at the 
click of the “Donate” button on the 
homepage. We have tried to 
make it as easy as possible to do 
so... See for yourself??? 

 

That's it for now. Hope to see 
more of you at some of our 
various Chapter events. 

T
h
e
 N
o
r
t
h
e
r
n
 Z
o
o
m
ie
 

T
W
I
N
 
C
I
T
I
E
S
 
A
R
E
A
 
A
S
S
O
C
I
A
T
I
O
N
 
O
F
 
G
R
A
D
U
A
T
E
S
 

April 2016 

UPCOMING  - April 30th Founders Day Dinner
 6:00pm, Rush Creek Country Club (further details page 2) 



 

 

  

Questions? Contact Char‐
lie Nelson, '96 at musta‐

busa@gmail.com  

  

Register online at 
https://www1.usafa.org/
Events/Register.aspx?id
=8569 

  

Please register by April 27, 
2016 // Seating is limited. 

  

Questions? Contact Char‐

lie Nelson, '96 at musta‐

busa@gmail.com 

You are cordially invited to the 

Founder’s Day Dinner – Cadet Appointee Recognition 

Hosted by: 
Twin Cities Area Association of Graduates & Air Force Academy Parents Club of Minnesota 

Saturday, April 30, 2016 
6:00 pm: Social Hour (cash bar available) & Silent Auction // 7:00 pm: Dinner 

Cost: $45 per person 

Rush Creek Country Club 

7801 County Road 101 

Maple Grove, Minnesota  

Keynote Speaker 

Lt. Gen. Michelle Johnson ’81, Superintendent, US Air Force Academy  

 
Register online at https://www1.usafa.org/Events/Register.aspx?id=8569 

 Please register by April 27, 2016 // Seating is limited 
 

Questions? Contact Charlie Nelson, '96 at mustabusa@gmail.com 
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Upcoming Events 

THE NORTHERN ZOOMIE 

ST CROIX RIVER 
CRUISE-Sept 24th 2016 

Back by popular demand.  We are 
already scheduled for a cruise in 
2016.  Mark your calendars and plan 
on attending.  More details to come. 

4th Friday Happy 
Hours!!!   

First is May 27th, 5:30pm—

Freight House in Stillwater. 

 

 

Future Events 
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What a Great Group!!!   

New Member Experience—Thank you!!! 

Ben Schoenbauer ‘04 

My first chapter monthly meeting was back in October 2015.  I grew up in St. Paul and I had been 
in the Twin Cities for about 3 years.  It had been about 12 years since my graduation from the 
Academy and I felt the need to reach out to some grads.  The monthly meeting has become a 
way to have a couple drinks and discuss topics that promote the Academy.  It has become some-
thing that I really look forward to each month. The Embassy Suites is a great place to visit and 
relax for a couple hours.  The group got right into ribbing each other like I used to with my bud-
dies at the Academy.  I feel right at home. 

My wife Jennie and I have met a great bunch of people 
from many different aspects of Academy life.  From 
athletes to the smart computer guys, I’ve been able to 
give her examples of the different breeds at the Zoo, 
right here in Minnesota.   

We started attending at a great time.   

Our first event was a paddle boat ride down the St 
Croix River with about 40 other grads, spouses and 
friends.  This was held in September 2015. It just hap-
pened to be the night of a super moon.  It was a beauti-
ful night with a great group of people.  We heard plenty 
of pilot stories, took a close up look at the new bridge 
and had in depth conversations the entire trip.  It was amazing to find out that we have grads that 
worked for the same airline but never knew each other during their employment.   

The next adventure for Jennie and I was a Scotch tasting at Terry and Margaret Flowers home in 
January 2016.  What a night!!!  We heard poems of the famous Scottish poet Robert Burns and 
sampled at least five different flavors of Scotch Whiskey from the different regions.  Terry put on 
a great performance that included props and an authentic accent.  The Scotch was compliment-
ed by some gourmet food prepared by Margaret and her friends.  It was a great night, especially 
since I had a pregnant wife to drive me home!   

Our latest outing with the group was at the famous 
Lowell Inn in Stillwater back in February.  One can 
sense the history of such a place.  Our group left our 
mark and added some stories the building can share 
for future generations.   

The next event is the Founders Day Dinner and a 
chance to hear from the current Superintendent.  
There are currently 80 people signed up and we are 
hoping for many more.  Please sign up if you are 
coming!   

Jennie and I look forward to making even more new 
friends.  Thanks for the experiences.  It really is a 
great group!  See you on April 30

th
!   



 

 

 Because the Vikings 
moved into the Metrodome 
when I was eight years old, 
and are moving into U.S. Bank 
stadium next year, I knew this 
was likely my only chance to 
be a part of outdoor January 
Viking lore.  It was amazing 
and nearly brought tears to my 
eyes, but not because of the 
missed field-goal. 

 As kick-off neared the 
energy continued to build.  I 
could feel it rising up through 
my chest.  Much like the adren-
aline rush I experienced lead-
ing up to a big rivalry game 
growing up.  Back then I had 
an outlet: jump ball and let the 
chips fall. 

Seconds before kickoff, 
the P.A. announcer growled to 
the crowd, “Game time temper-
ature is negative six degrees 
Fahrenheit, the coldest game 
in Vikings playoff history!”  The 
entire crowd roared a deafen-
ing, blood evaporating, purple 
battle scream. 

The adrenaline in my 
chest rapidly expanded to eve-
ry part of my body—I joined the 

Enjoy this article from 
Charlie Nelson.  It reminded 
me of the cold games at the 
Academy when we used to 
huddle together in the stands 
to stay warm.   

We were still standing in 
the concourse during the fly-by 
as multiple jets roared over-
head.  Dean plugged his good 
ear and Karl asked if I knew 
what they were.  Based on 
sound and proximity, I made 
an educated guess: “F-16s 
from the Duluth Air National 
Guard.” 

 When we did arrive to 
our seats, stadium personnel 
were rolling up the field sized 
American flag, but not one per-
son in the stands took their 
seat.  I’ve often said you could 
feel Purple Electricity when 
walking through the revolving 
doors at the Metrodome.  As if 
that semi-circular trip transport-
ed you to another dimension.  
But this was altogether differ-
ent—there was no roof to con-
tain the energy—yet there it 
was, coursing through the frigid 
air; poignant and purple.  This 
was Viking playoff foot-
ball….OUTDOORS! 

Purple Scream - Charlie Nelson ‘96, Legal Advisor 

chorus adding my own primitive 
howl.  It wasn’t enough.  The 
power of the crowd and the mo-
ment left me wanting.  Only run-
ning full-speed down the field 
and throwing my body into a 
Seahawk would suffice; yet there 
I stood, impotently planted 
among 61,000 in four layers of 
Thinsulate, nestled between my 
wife and her two brothers.  The 
adrenaline surged up, on the 
precipice of spilling out of my 
eyes and freezing to my ski 
mask.   I stopped screaming to 
focus on controlling my emo-
tions—I narrowly avoided crying 
at kickoff at my first NFL playoff 
game. 

I’m not entirely sure the 
proper course of action was to let 
pride prevent me from fully expe-
riencing the moment.  But that’s 
how I spent the entire game—

near boiling—attracting and pro-
ducing purple electricity right up 
to the final, ill-fated kick.  I can 
only hope playoff football at U.S. 
Bank stadium will compare. 

Newsletter Possible Thanks to these Great Sponsors! 
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