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Most people do not know it, but in 1821, Andrew Jackson, 
became Florida’s first governor. They only know him as the 
President of the United States.    

During the War of 1812, Major General Jackson, of the Tennessee Militia, 
was sent to New Orleans, where he won the Battle of New Orleans, instilled 
marshal law, and subsequently became a national hero. Afterwards, he 
received the Congressional Gold Medal. 
He returned to his home in Hermitage, Tennessee. But his retirement 
was short. When the Creek Indian uprisings killed hundreds of settlers in 
Georgia and Alabama, General Jackson was again called into service. With 
his Tennessee Militia, that included Sam Houston and Davey Crockett, he 
chased the Creek Indians into North Florida, which was still Spanish Territory. 
In 1814, in what is today central Alabama, Jackson’s party finally defeated 
the Creek Indians in the bloody “Battle of Horseshoe Bend.”
After battling the Indians, Jackson captured Pensacola and disposed the 
Spanish Governor who had supported the Indians over the United States. 
There, Jackson executed two British subjects, which forever dogged his 
reputation and nearly caused an international incident. 
He could not understand why Congress did not simply declare war and force 
Spain to leave. At the time, Jackson was quoted as saying, “If Congress 
would simply give the word, authorize the measure, Florida shall be in the 
possession of the United States within three months—and if allowed—Cuba 
within six.” 
When he left Florida, Jackson stationed troops in Pensacola. Spanish officials 
were outraged, as were President Monroe and others in Washington. His 
political opponents called his victory over the Indians an “outrageous usurpation of military power and a threat to the supremacy of 
constitutional government.” They worried Jackson had all the makings of a military dictator. Only Congress can declare war, and 
Jackson’s Florida campaign had not been sanctioned. 
Secretary of State John Quincy Adams, used Jackson’s conquest of Florida and Spain’s inability to control the territory to pursue the 
Adams-Onis Treaty land-trade deal with Spain that obtained the Florida territory. In 1819, Spain and the United States signed the 
treaty, which officially gave East and West Florida to the U.S. West Florida, included parts of today’s Alabama and Mississippi. East 
Florida was everything east of the Suwannee River. Spain finally ratified the agreement in 1820. The U.S. followed suit on February 
19, 1821. Florida was a United States territory.  
Jackson, who at 54 years old was in poor health, had again returned home to Tennessee planning to retire and manage his farm, 
far away from war and politics. Never less, recently re-elected President Monroe, directed Jackson to go to Florida and supervise 
the change of ownership. Jackson did not want to fight any more battles, but he was a still soldier and a patriot. He also could not 
resist the call to serve his country, and preside over ceremonies. He wanted to see Spain relinquish all claims to the Florida. It made 
Jackson feel vindicated; he considered this assignment his victory tour
Jackson thought he would simply haul down the Spanish flag, raise the American flag and go quietly home. He took his wife Rachel,  
traveling by boat from Nashville to New Orleans, and then on to Pensacola. Although it was July, she wrote “We have the finest sea 
breezes and most beautiful water.” 
Pensacola at the time was a confusing place. Few residents spoke English; they spoke either Spanish, French, or a half dozen other 
local dialects. The Jacksons stayed outside Pensacola’s city limits, as he refused to enter the city until the transfer was official and the 
Spanish were gone. 
The exchange of flags in St. Augustine for East Florida happened on July 10, 1821. One week later, a similar ceremony occurred in 
Pensacola. On the designated day, Spanish Governor Jose Maria Callava and General Jackson met to transfer the flags. The Spanish 
flag was lowered and the American flag hoisted “100 feet.” Jackson thus accepted the “surrender” by Governor Callava. 
After the transfer of flags, there was still a considerable amount of paperwork to be executed. Jackson distrusted the Spanish to the 
end, despising most of the bureaucratic details. 

Jackson told his wife and others that this would be the end of his 
career in the military and public life – but it was not to be. The 
Florida territory required a governor—a military governor. Monroe 
knew that Jackson would not want to remain in Florida long, but 
asked him to fill the position. 

ANDREW JACKSON, FLORIDA’S FIRST GOVERNOR

Continued on page 9Story by Bob Griffin, Publisher
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CITY NUMBERS
 CITY HALL... 893-7171

 175 Fifth Street North      
www.stpete.org

MAYOR OFFICE. . . . . . . .893-7201
   Mayor - Rick Kriseman 
CITY COUNCIL - Chair Amy Foster         
Vice Chair Darden Rice • Steve Kornell    
Karl Nurse  • Ed Montanari • Bill Dudley  
Jim Kennedy • Charlie Gerdes   
CITY COUNCIL ADMIN. . . . . 893-7117
 Cindy Sheppard
INFORMATION. . . . . . . . . . .893-7111
BUILDING PERMITS. . . . . . .893-7231
BUSINESS SUPPORT . . . . . .893-7000
CITY CLERK. . . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7448
CODE COMPLIANCE/ASSIST 893-7373
ENTERTAINMENT HOTLINE 892-5700
LEISURE SERVICES. . . . . . . .893-7207
MIRROR LAKE LIBRARY. . . . 893-7268
PLANNING & ZONING . . . .893-7471
SANITATION . . . . . . . . . . . .893-7334
UTILITY ACCOUNTS. . . . . . . 893-7341
EMERGENCIES . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9-1-1
FIRE DEPARTMENT. . . . . . . .893-7694
POLICE NON-EMERGENCY  893-7780
POLICE TEXT MESSAGE . . . .420-8911
POLICE TIP VOICE LINE. . . . 892-5000
-----------------------------------------
BREAKFAST OPTIMISTS . . . 522-6143
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE . 821-4069
COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOODS ASSN
   Michael Gulley        244-8374
DOWNTOWN BUSINESS ASSN 743-6262
ST. PETE DNA. . . . . . . 727-365-6340
Gina Driscoll, President stpetedna.org 
DOWNTOWN RESIDENTS CIVIC ASSN
   Marion Lee  . . . . . . . . . .894-9491
DOWNTOWN PARTNERSHIP 821-5166
   100 Second Ave., Suite 150
FRIENDS SUNSHINE CENTER . .821-2323
FRIENDS MIRROR LAKE LIBRARY
   Wayne Finely, President . 813-767-5503
HISTORIC OLD NE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSN 
   Peter Motzenbecker President 342-0653
GWFC ST. PETE WOMAN’S CLUB  822-4982
  40 Snell Isle Blvd N.E.

NORTHEAST EXCHANGE CLUB 528-3828
NORTHEAST LITTLE LEAGUE 526-9602
ROTARY OF ST. PETERSBURG  822-3277
   Paula Adams, Ex Sec. SPRotary.org
ST. PETE COLLEGE . . . . . . . .341-4249
SUNSHINE CENTER. . . . . . . 821-2323
UNIVERSITY S. FLORIDA . . . . .873-4873
-------------------------------------------
PINELLAS COUNTY INFO. . .464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES . . . .464-3377 
 Ken Welch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3614
STATE:
Senator Darryl Rouson . . . . . 727-552-3200
  535 Central Ave #312 St. Petersburg
  Rouson.Darryl.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Wengay Newton .727-892-2468
  695 Central Avenue #108 St. Petersburg
  Wengay.Newton@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Representative Ben Diamond . . . 727-552-2747
  425 22nd Avenue N., St. Petersburg
  Ben.Diamond@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
  Rick.Scott@myflorida.com 
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
  Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . .202-224-3041
  www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
  www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Charlie Crist . . . . . . . . . . .727-318-6770
  696 1st Ave N., Suite #203, St. Pete
  www.Crist.House.gov
-----------------------------------------

LOCAL ATTRACTIONS
AMERICAN STAGE . . . . . . . .823-1600
HOLOCAUST MUSEUM. . . . .820-0100
FLORIDA ORCHESTRA . . . . . 892-3331
GREAT EXPLORATIONS . . . .821-8992
JANNUS LANDING . . . . . . .896-2276
MAHAFFEY THEATER. . . . . . 892-5798
MUNICIPAL MARINA. . . . . . 893-7329
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS. . . .896-2667
MUSEUM OF HISTORY . . . . .894-1052
PALADIUM THEATRE . . . . . . 822-3590
SALVADOR DALI MUSEUM . 823-3767
ST. PETERSBURG OPERA . . . 823-2040
STATE THEATRE. . . . . . . . . . 895-3045
STUDIO @ 620. . . . . . . . . . .895-6620
SUNKEN GARDENS. . . . . . . 551-3100
CHIHULY COLLECTION . . . . 822-7872
THE COLISEUM . . . . . . . . . . 892-5202
TROPICANA FIELD . . . . . . . .825-3137
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ST. PETERSBURG                
DOWNTOWN NEWSLETTER 

Inside, you will find articles and local 
information about the nearby area. 
We want it to be a Neighborhood 
Newsletter primarily about your 
neighborhood - Downtown, Snell Isle 
and Old Northeast. That is why when 
you have news or events, contact us. 
This newsletter is printed every other 
month and mailed to every occupied 
area house, business & PO Box.
We hope you enjoy our newsletters. 
We want your news and input. 
Did you like this issue? What 
suggestions do you have for future 
articles? Call or email us your 
comments, or take our survey at 
StPeteDowntownNewsletter.com.
Do you need another copy? Ask for 
them at the UPS Stores at 2nd St. 
and 2nd Ave South or 38th Avenue 
North next to Publix and Savory 
Spice Shop, 400 Beach Drive NE.
Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-517-1997 
bob@griffindirectories.com

SEE YOU AGAIN
 IN JULY!

AMERICAN STAGE EDUCATION SUMMER CAMP 
AND TEEN SUMMER INSTITUTE FOR 2017

American Stage’s Summer Theatre Education Programming is now open for 
enrollment for youth and teens. American Stage Education & Outreach is proud to 
offer theatre programs for youth grades K-2, grades 3-5, grades 6-8, and grades 
9-12. Young people are artists and collaborators with an urge to find their voice 
and express their ideas. Students explore teamwork and collaboration, develop self-
confidence, and improve communication skills and acting technique. Our classes 
allow students the opportunity to get a truly in-depth experience under the guidance 
of professional theatre artists, often through the process of creating and producing 
original theatre. Each class culminates in Final Sharing for family and friends. Ignite 
your child’s creative voice! Summer Theatre Programs will be held at First Presbyterian 
Church in downtown St. Petersburg – 701 Beach Drive NE, St. Petersburg.
For information visit www.americanstage.org, email education@americanstage.org 
or contact the education department at 727-823-1600 x 204
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PENNY FOR PINELLAS  
You will soon be hearing 
a lot about the Penny For 
Pinellas campaign, which is 
up for renewal November 
7, 2017.The program 
allows for 1¢ of our sales 
tax to go to the Penny 
for Pinellas fund, which 
is shared with individual 
cities. The Penny has 
enabled both the county 
and its 24 municipalities to 

build a better Pinellas, with improved roads, bridges and 
trails, water quality and flood prevention, public safety 
facilities, and preservation of our parks and environment. 
The Penny can only be used for capital expenses and 
infrastructure investments. It cannot be used for ongoing 
maintenance and operating costs. If renewed by the 
voters, that penny is expected to generate over $2 billion 
over its next ten years.  
AIRBNB COMPETES WITH LOCAL BUSINESS Have 
you noticed many of St Petersburg’s Bed & Breakfasts 
(B&B’s) are going away? Recently, The Larelle House 
closed and is  becoming a condo. Sunset Bay Inn 
closed. Beach Drive Inn is going to be for sale soon. 
Owners say, the reason is in the past few years, Airbnb 
has been quietly expanding into St Petersburg, offering 
homeowners help renting their homes, or rooms in their 
homes, for a fraction of the cost of a hotel. This may 
be great for travelers, but it has become a problem 
for the Old Northeast B&Bs. Only The Dickens House, 
Watergarden Inn at the Bay and The Mansion Inn are still 
open, but they are talking about selling or closing, too.  
BAR CRAWL The Grand Central District is holding a Bar 
Crawl and Scavenger Hunt, themed “Over The Rainbow,” 
Saturday, June 3rd. This will kick off Pride Month. Follow 
each other down the yellow brick road (Central Avenue) 
and visit many of the local businesses and restaurants. 
Dress up, then compete to see who is the fastest or 
funniest. The day starts at 11am. Registration is free. Get 
more info at www.GrandCentralDistrict.org.  

FERRY TEST 
COMPLETE The 
six-month test of 
the Tampa Bay 
Ferry, between 
the downtowns 
of St Petersburg 
and Tampa, is 
over—at least 
for now. The 
heavily financed 
test ended 
April 30th. The 

ferry has returned to Massachusetts (its home port) while 
city governments evaluate the numbers. The project is 
reimbursing some of the money paid by the four supporting 
governments. Mayor Kriseman will present the numbers 
soon and any proposed changes we may see in the future. 
Hillsborough County has already set aside several million 
dollars dedicated to their share of bringing the Ferry back 
and keeping it going.

Did You Know
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POOLS OPEN 
The City Swimming 
Pools open May 
27th for the summer 
season. The City 
offers Summer 
swimming lessons in 
two-week sessions 
beginning May 
30th and running 
through July 24th. 
Lessons, taught by 
American Red Cross certified Water Safety instructors, 
are offered in morning and evening hours. The cost for a 
two-week session is $39. Fee assistance and scholarships 
are available. The City is also forming Swim Teams and 
offering diving lessons. For swimming lesson information, 
call 893-7441 or visit StPeteParksRec.org/Swim-Lessons. 
The Northshore Aquatic Complex is one of the few pools 
open year round. Call North Shore at 893-7727.  
MEET THE CANDIDATES The St. Petersburg Downtown 
Neighborhood Association is hosting a Candidate’s 
Forum Monday, July 10th at the St Pete Hilton at 6:30pm. 
Candidates for Mayor and City Council District 6 have 
been invited to discuss the issues important to Downtown 
residents. The Primary Election is August 29th, while 
the General Election to decide the Mayor’s race as well 
Districts 2, 4, 6 & 8 City Council seats is November 7. 
The qualifying period to run for office is June 8 - June 23. 
The four-year terms begin January 2nd, 2018.  
ORCHESTRA WAY In conjunction with the Florida 
Orchestra’s 50th Anniversary, the City Council approved 
conaming ten-blocks of 1st Street as Florida Orchestra 
Way. The measure, approved in early May, means signs 
between 5th Avenue North and Fifth Avenue South will 
include large type also showing, “Orchestra Way.” First 
street runs past the Mahaffey Theater, where the Florida 
Orchestra plays most of their concerts. It performs over 
130 concert each year in and around Florida, but it calls 
St. Petersburg home.  
SATURDAY MORNING MARKET CLOSES Each year, 
about this time, the Saturday Morning Market at Al Lang 
closes and reopens as the Summer Market in Williams 
Park. It is much smaller during the summer months with 
about 40-50 vendors, but it is held under the trees where 
it is cooler. It runs from 9am to 1pm. The last day for Al 
Lang is May 27th. It reopens in Willams Park on June 3rd 
and ends on August 26. 
INK MANIA Do you 
have a tattoo you are 
proud of or want one? 
Attend the Ink Mania 
event at the Coliseum, 
June 9-11. It is an expo 
that showcases many area 
tattoo artists - over 200. 
This is a great chance to learn about how they do what 
they do. Get more information at InkManiaExpo.com  
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN JULY Read this issue, and 
others, online at StPeteDowntownNewsletter.com.

and More...
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Organizational News...
GFWC ST. PETERSBURG WOMAN’S CLUB            
They meet monthly on the second Friday at 1pm. The 
St. Petersburg Woman’s Club celebrated 100 years of 
community activity in 2013. It is affiliated with the General 
Federation Of Woman’s Clubs a not-for-profit volunteer 
organization serving the community through hands-on 
projects and fundraising as well as leadership development. 
Monthly Activities include Line Dancing on Tuesdays, Bunco 
on Fridays. For information, e-mail JBWJBW1@Verizon.net, 
call (727) 822-4982 or visit: StPetersburgWomansClub.org 
ST. PETE DNA                                                            
They will host a Candidate’s Forum Monday, July 10th at 
the St Pete Hilton at 6:30pm. Candidates for Mayor and 
City Council District 6 have been invited to discuss the 
current issues important to Downtown residents.
They represent residents downtown from 5th Ave. N to 
5th Ave. S and includes the Edge District. The association 
aims to build a stronger community by bringing 
neighbors together and serving as a collective voice for 
downtown issues. Gina Driscoll is the 2017 president. 
Contact her at President@StPeteDNA.org.
General meetings are quarterly with guest speakers, 
and social events are scheduled throughout the year. 
Membership is $15 per year for individuals or $20 per 
household. Associate memberships for those who do not 
reside downtown are $20 per year. Visit stpetedna.org.
SUNSHINE ROTARY CLUB
Formed in February of 1977, they meet downtown every 
Tuesday for breakfast at the St Petersburg Yacht Club. They 
are proud of its emphasis towards the future of our youth 
and those who have served our country. They host two 
Interact Clubs, honor a student of the month from three 
local high schools and offer student scholarships. In April 
they recognized Ben Berlin as Salutation of his graduating 
class. They also have monthly socials at local watering 
holes. Contact Rebecca Stewart, President (2016-17) at 
365-1007 or SunriseRotaryPresFL@Gmail.com. 
ST. PETERSBURG SAIL & POWER SQUADRON        
They meet monthly at the Sailing Center, 250 2nd Ave. SE. 
Contact Jeff Eckhart, 424-9800 or JeffEckhart41@Gmail.com.
PARTNERS IN COMMAND May 31 at 7pm - This one day 
seminar is for women who know very little about operating 
their family boat. This is designed to help you if, while on 
your boat, you find yourself suddenly in an emergency 
situation where you have to take command. The cost is $20 
per family. Preregistration is required. Seating is limited. 
Call Stephen Andor (410-808-3479) or Howard Rothstein 
(363-8016) to reserve a seat. Space is limited. 
HURRICANES AND BOATS June 21 at 7pm - The Power 
Squadron will present this two-hour seminar that covers 
selecting a location and how to prepare your boat to survive 
a hurricane. The cost is $20 per family. Preregistration is 
required. Seating is limited.
FIRST TEE OF ST PETE
They offer courses in leaning and improving at golf. They 
even have classes for 5-6 year olds.  See their complete 
schedule online. Most training is held at the Chi Chi 
Rodriguez golf course at 2987 N. McMullen Booth Road, 
Clearwater. To learn more about FIRST TEE of St Pete, visit 
TheFirstTeeStPetersburg.org or call Tom Charlton at 
551-3300. 

BREAKFAST OPTIMISTS CLUB
They are a proud sponsor of Get Downtown First Friday, their 
primary fundraiser. The next First Fridays are: June 2, July 7 
and August 4. All the income from these events is donated to 
various groups that support children in the community. They 
fund a Citizen of the Month Program in 18 elementary schools 
designed to reward positive behaviors – you may have seen 
some of their bright yellow bumper stickers around town. 
They meet three out of four Thursdays a month at 7:30am 
at Kissin Cuzzins, 951 34th Street N. They now have started 
having their third Thursday meeting at 6pm at Rib City, 
located at 1550 66th St. N. Contact President Sue Curcio at 
susiewt99@hotmail.com.
DOWNTOWN RESIDENTS CIVIC ASSOCIATION  
Membership is open to all downtown residential community 
associations and is expanding. All community associations 
located in the area to the east of 10th Street and from 
14th Avenue North to 14th Avenue South are eligible to 
be members of DCRA. Current members include: Bayfront 
Tower, The Cloisters, The Florencia, Harbor Hill, Signature 
Place, Vinoy Place and McNulty Lofts. Contact Marion Lee, 
President, at 894-9491 or visit StPete-DRCA.org. 
TOASTMASTERS                                                
Become an experienced hands-on speaker and leader. Two 
groups are available at different times: 
City Power Toastmasters meet at St. Petersburg Municipal 
Services Bldg., One 4th St. N., room 600, from noon to 
1pm Wednesdays. Membership is only a $20 initial fee 
and $43 for 6 months. Alexis Shuder 727-893-7918.
Downtown St. Pete Toastmasters meets Thursday evening 
at 6:15pm at St. Pete College, Room DC 125 at 244 2nd 
Avenue North. Call Cynthia Jenkins at 742-6840.
HISTORIC OLD NORTHEAST NEIGHBORHOOD ASSN. 
They continue their popular Porch Parties. To host one, 
email Susan Arsenault at SueAtcp@aol.com. Meetings 
are held quarterly and on the third Monday of the 
month (except for holidays) at 7pm, in the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, 126 11th Ave NE. Get more 
information at www.HONNA.org or call 269-5521, 
President Peter Motzenbecker, can be reached by email 
President@HONNA.org. or PeterMotz@AOL.com
ST. PETERSBURG PRESERVATION SOCIETY               
May marks the start of their summer evening walking tours. 
Tours are free for members and $10 for nonmembers and 
last about an hour. Reservations are encouraged but not 
required at stpetepreservation.org.
Tuesday, May 9, 7 pm: The Heart of Downtown - Start in 
front of Mickey’s Café & Organics, 318 Central Ave.
Thursday, May 18 & Thursday, June 15, at 7 pm: Historic 
Gulfport – Starts at Gulfport Historical Museum, 5301 28th 
Ave. S., Gulfport. 
Tuesday, June 6, 6:30 pm: The Waterfront - Starts under 
the Banyan tree, next to the Museum of Fine Arts.
Wednesday, June 28, 7 pm: Downtown - Starts on the 
veranda of the historic Stewart Bldg., 233 3rd St. N.
ALBERT WHITTED AIRPORT PRESERVATION SOCIETY         
Their monthly Pancake Breakfasts at Albert Whitted in the 
Hangar Restaurant, on the first Saturday of the month, 
includes pancakes, eggs, meat, home fries, grits, orange 
juice and coffee. People of all ages are invited. It starts at 
8am and goes until 11am.
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President Monroe selected Jackson for a few reasons. First, Jackson hated the 
Spanish and would get them out of the territory. Although Spain had given 
Florida to the U.S., they were slow to leave. Second, Jackson hated the Indians. 
He led the American army in the first of the three Seminole Wars in Florida. 
Finally, Jackson was a political threat in future elections. Sending him to Florida 
removed him from the political arena
After the transfer, a resident asked Jackson for help in a legal land matter. Jackson, 
a former lawyer specializing in land matters, requested that previous Spanish 
Governor Callava turn over documents related to the matter. Callava, refused 
and Jackson, showing his hair-trigger temper, threw the deposed governor in 
jail, before agreeing to release him the next day. Callava quickly left for Cuba, 
spreading the story of Jackson’s actions and uncontrollable ambition.
Jackson expected to be given wide “powers of patronage” to run his Florida 
government, such as endorsing his selections to other government positions and 
even his successor as governor. Instead, President Monroe himself selected all 
the high-ranking positions, including secretaries, judges and attorneys who were 
to work under Jackson. 
Richard Keith Call was considered Jackson’s most important appointee. He volunteered and fought under General Jackson 
in 1812-14. Call followed Jackson on two campaigns into Florida and at the Battle of New Orleans. Call handled the early 
negotiations with General Callava. Call later was named to the Pensacola Town Council and continued his law practice near 
Pensacola. He served in the Florida Legislature from 1822-1823 and was a territorial delegate to Congress in 1824. 
Despite the heat, humidity and his poor health, Andrew Jackson established the first effective governing structure in Florida 
within the first few weeks of getting control.  After the government was adequately set up, he promptly resigned on October 5, 
1821 and returned to Tennessee. He only was governor for about 8 months.
Instead of Jackson’s recommendation of Richard Call, President Monroe appointed Pensacola U.S. Judge William P. DuVal to 
succeeded Andrew Jackson. DuVal served 12-year (1822-1834), which is the longest term ever served by a Florida governor. 
When Andrew Jackson returned home to Tennessee, he was back in the middle of politics. He did not want to run for any office, 
but the local machine nominated him for both the Senate and later the Presidency. 
Jackson ran for President as a Republican in 1824. He won the popular vote, but lost to John Quincy Adams. He ran again in 
1828 as a Democrat and won by a landslide. He was the seventh President of the United States and served two terms. In March 
of 1836, Jackson declared his old friend Richard Call Governor of Florida.

Statue of Jackson in Washington, D.C

ANDREW JACKSON, Continued
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Have you ever wondered 
why a downtown St. 
Petersburg bank called 

The Bank of Tampa? The story 
starts with the bank’s Founder, 
Jerry Divers. Having been in 
the Tampa Bay area banking 
business for 56 years, he is still 
the Chairman Emeritus of The 
Tampa Bay Banking Company 
and The Bank of Tampa. 
Divers was raised in Pinellas 
County and graduated from 
Clearwater High School. He 
first took an interest in banking 
while attending St. Petersburg 
Junior College (SPJC), in 
1953. At the time, the small 

college only had about 700 students enrolled.
“I had a really good professor in a course called Money and 
Banking,” Divers remembers. “He explained that the role of 
banking in the community was to ‘lend the surplus funds of 
a community wisely and in such a way that it would enhance 
the local economy.’ He described how bankers get to know 
their customers and help them achieve their financial goals.”
“That was the moment!” says Divers. “The moment I decided 
to become a banker. My instructor also emphasized three 
objectives to follow to run a good bank: Hire good people, 
grow the business and lend money wisely. He taught me that 
banking was all about relationships.”
After junior college, Divers attended 
the University of Florida, majoring in 
Banking and Finance. “We only had 
nineteen students in the whole program 
and only two of us did not already 
have a relative that owned a bank. 
Bill Crews, whose family still owns 
the Wauchula State Bank, was our 
professor. He asked me, ‘What are you 
doing here? You do not have a relative 
who owns a bank.’ I told him I wanted 
to be a banker.”
After leaving the University of Florida, 
Divers served in the Navy as the Supply 
Officer on an LST, with most of his 
tour of duty in the Western Pacific. In 
addition to making sure the ship was 
well stocked, the crew fed, the laundry 
operated efficiently and the ship’s store 
met the needs of the crew, it was also 
his job to pay the crew. His ship was 
not large, and often berthed in ports, which served smaller 
naval vessels. Those other ships were usually too small to 
have a supply officer on board. Divers was frequently asked 
to pay their crews, too. 
In those ports, there was almost always a branch of the 
Bank of America, then a California based bank with a large 
presence in the Pacific area. Divers made a point of visiting 
with the managers of those branches when he needed 
cash for payroll. He found they lived very comfortable lives 
with nice homes and servants. None were eager to return 
“stateside.” Having grown up in a lower middle income 
household in Clearwater, he thought “I could live this way.” 
He made a plan to apply to the International Division of the 
Bank of America when he left the Navy. 

But, prior to leaving active duty his father died. He promised 
his mother who lived in Clearwater, he would stay home with 
her for a year, but get a job in Tampa. “Why Tampa?” she 
asked. “It’s hot over there, it smells bad, and they litter our 
beaches on the weekend.” 
Divers knew Tampa had commerce, and he wanted to 
learn to make loans to businesses. The largest Clearwater 
bank was Bank of Clearwater, with deposits of only $30 
million. There were three downtown Tampa banks then: First 
National Bank of Tampa, The Exchange National Bank of 
Tampa, and the Marine Bank & Trust Company. 
In early 1961, Divers was offered a management trainee 
position at the Exchange Bank. His plan was to work there 
a year and then move on to paradise in the Pacific, but 
things didn’t really work out that way. He stayed with the 
Exchange Bank for over fifteen years working in various 
departments of the bank. He was a commercial lender for a 
number of years, the head of the bank’s Trust Department, 
and eventually the Executive Vice President and served on its 
board of directors.
When he started, The Exchange Bank, with deposits of $126 
million, was the seventh largest bank in the state and among 
the 300 largest in the country. There were no out of state banks 
in Florida then, no holding companies and no bank branches. 
In 1975, he left The Exchange Bank planning to go into 
business for himself, but once again life had other ideas. He 
was offered a job at First National Bank of Tampa by Chester 
Ferguson, head of the Lykes’ family empire. The Lykes family’s 
company had a substantial interest in the bank. Divers accepted 
and enjoyed working there – it was much like the Exchange 

Bank had been in his early days. 
Eventually, he was offered the presidency 
of the Flagship Bank of Tampa, and after 
much thought he took the job. Flagship 
Banks of Florida, a Miami based holding 
company, owned 28 Florida banks. Each 
bank operated autonomously, and Divers 
was left alone to lead the bank. Being a 
distant third in size of Tampa banks, the 
bank focused on making loans to people 
who often were turned down by the two 
larger banks – people starting in their 
profession or business. The bank made it a 
point to get to know them well, know their 
plans, and help them achieve their goals.
In 1984, the Flagship Banks Inc. was 
acquired by Sun Banks of Florida, which 
was ultimately acquired by Trust Company 
of Georgia and became SunTrust Banks. 
The new company did not allow its 
banks to operate independently, and 

Divers decided not to remain after the deal closed. After 
experiencing the impact the Flagship Bank had on local 
businesses and professional people, he wanted to recreate 
that kind of bank. 
With the help of many local investors, in 1984 Divers and 
the group purchased The Independent Bank of Florida, a 
small $50 million bank (16th in size in Hillsborough County.) 
The Bank’s name was changed to The Bank of Tampa. 
Through the years, the bank has kept its focus of serving 
owner managed businesses, professional people and those 
who enjoy a high level of personal service. Divers is proud 
of the longevity of the staff of the bank. The bank has an 

JERRY DIVERS - THE MAN BEHIND THE BANK OF TAMPA

Continued on the next page
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Employee Stock Ownership Plan, and the people who work 
there own over 20% of the bank. The directors own roughly 
25% of the bank, and almost all the remaining shares are 
owned by customers. Service to non-profit organizations 
another niche the bank serves. The board and management 
of the bank are firm in their belief that an important part of 
life is giving back. The bank has made a practice of giving 
the equivalent of 5% of its income to local charities, and 
encourages the staff to volunteer and support local non–
profit organizations
With the sale of most of Pinellas County’s community banks, 
and with Divers’s background, it was natural that the bank 
would carry its mission of relationship banking to Pinellas. 
The bank has been very successful with its office in downtown 
St. Petersburg, and just opened its Central Pinellas Office 
at the intersection of Bryan Dairy Road and Belcher Road. 
Construction is about to begin on a Clearwater location on 
South Fort Harrison Avenue. Today, the bank has assets of 
more than $1.5 billion, making it one of the twenty largest 
independently owned banks in Florida, and curiously, as was 
the Exchange Bank, is among the country’s 300 largest.
Divers laughs when he remembers his mother’s impression of 
Tampa. He worried the name of the bank wouldn’t play well 
in Pinellas County, but has been told repeatedly when he asks 
about the name “I don’t think of Tampa when I think of The 
Bank of Tampa, I think of a bank.” He very much wants the 
bank to become thought of by Pinellas County customers as 
the hometown bank.
When asked if he has enjoyed his long career in banking, 
Divers exclaims, “it has been such a pleasure having the 
opportunity to know and work with so many interesting 
people – people, who as that college professor said, 
contribute so much to the local economy and to the life of 
the community. I just wish students could see the result of the 
hard work, sleepless nights, creativity and community support 
that I have seen from our customers – they would have a 
much better understanding and appreciation for how our 
economy works.”
Divers and his wife Jean have two sons who live in Tampa. 
He has been very active in the community and he continues 
to emphasize that his is a people’s business. “We enjoy 
knowing our customers. We make relationship loans.”
The St. Petersburg office is located at 200 Central Avenue. 
Call them at 502-8406. Get more information on their web 
site at www.BankofTampa.com. 

Bank of Tampa Pinellas leadership team 
Left to Right: Chuck Catanese, Market Director, Central Pinellas; Patrick 

Ryan, Portfolio Manager; Robert Smedley, Commercial Relationship Manager, 
Central Pinellas; Craig West, Private Relationship Manger, Downtown St. 

Petersburg; Amanda Gilroy, Commercial Relationship Manager, Downtown St. 
Petersburg; Tim Mann, Market Director, Downtown St. Petersburg

Seated: Scott Gault, Pinellas County Market President
Not Pictured: Aruna Motko, Private Relationship Manager, Central Pinellas
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MAY
Safe Boating Week                    22-27 
Jamey Johnson Concert Mahaffey   25 
Public Schools Close                       25 
Movie In The Park Top Gun             25 
Ramadan Begins                            26 
Sunken Garden Rain Barrel Seminar 27 
Downtown Walking Tour Westward  27 
Rowdies Home Game St Louis         27 
Todd Rundgren Mahaffey                27 
Corvette Show Straub Park         27-28 
97x Backyard BBQ Vinoy Park         27 
Saturday Morning Market Closes     27 
City Pools Open                              27 
Memorial Day                                29 
Summer Camps Open                    30
Invisible Hand Opens American Stage 31 
JUNE
Hurricane Season Begins                  1 
SPMOH Happy Hour With A Historian 1
St Pete Opera Palladium                2-6 
First Friday                                       2 
AWAPS Pancake Breakfast                 3 
Williams Park Summer Market Opens 3 
Sunken Garden Exotic Birds For Kids 3 
A&G Dance Recital Mahaffey            4 
Walking Tour - Waterfront                 6 
Joe Popp Concert Palladium              9 
Jannus Rock The Cure Charity Concert 9 
Ink Mania Tattoo Show Coliseum 9-11 

Rowdies Home Game Rochester      10 
Second Saturday Art Walk               10 
Young Eagles Day                           10 
Expressions Dance Academy Palladium 11 
Caribbean Carnival                        11 
Flag Day                                        14 
Food Truck Rally Port of St Pete        15 
Walking Tour Historic Gulfport         15 
Nate Najar’s Swing Guitars Palladium 16 
National Garbage Man Day           17
Lillette’s Rhythm Club Palladium      18 
Crab & Music Festival                     18
Father’s Day                                   18 
Summer Begins                              21 
Arturo Sandoval Concert Mahaffey  23 
Gay Pride Parade                            24 
Grand Central Gay Pride Celebration 25
Invisible Hand Closes American Stage 25
Walking Tour Downtown                 28 
Palladium St Pete Opera              30-9 
JULY
Vans Warped Tour Vinoy Park            1 
Rickey Smiley Comedy Mahaffey       1 
St Pete Opera Palladium                2-9 
Independence Day Tues                    4 
Waterfront Fireworks                         4 
Rowdies Home Game Cincinnati       6 
First Friday                                       7 
Candidates Forum SPDNA              10 
MLB All Star Game                         11 
Second Saturday Art Walk               12 

Sex With Strangers Opens American Stage 12
SPMOH Happy Hour With A Historian 13 
Home Show Tropicana Field          14-16 
Extreme Mud Wars Spa Beach    15-16 
Cool Art Show Coliseum            15-16 
Classic Hotel California Palladium   16 
Speakers Who Inspire Mahaffey      19 
Food Truck Rally Port Of St Pete       20 
Rowdies Home Game Charleston    22 
Peace Of Woodstock Palladium       22 
Pinellas County Grouper Week   23-30 
Parents’ Day                                   23 
Rowdies Home Game Pittsburgh     29 
AUGUST 
Little League Registration Begins
Grouper Week Ends                          3 
First Friday                                       4 
Rowdies Home Game Harrisburg      6     
Sex With Strangers Closes American Stage 6
The Isley Brothers Concert Mahaffey  6 
Public School Open                        10
Bucaneer’s First Pre-Season Game  11
Second Saturday Art Walk               12 
Property Tax Trim Notices Mailed     14
Food Truck Rally Port of St Pete        17
La La Land Concert Mahaffey               18
Rowdies Home Game Ottawa Fury  19
Breakfast In America Palladium       20
Rosh Hashana Begins                         20
Williams Park Summer Market Ends 26
City Primary Election                       29

 CALENDAR OF UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS
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WHAT’S GOING ON WITH THE 
NEW PIER?

It won’t be long before trucks and barges start appearing on 
the waterfront. Construction is scheduled to begin in June, 
as new, supporting piles are driven into the water. The new 
Pier will be 3122 feet; 178 feet shorter than the former Pier.
The Pier is scheduled to re-open in late 2018. Once it is 
open, it will have loads of activities, including observation 
areas, fishing, marine education, dining, and cycling. There 
will be walking paths along the waterfront, picnic areas, a 
kids play area and flexible event space.  
From the beginning, the Pier has been all about function 
over form. Early in the process the Pier Working Group – a 
group of citizens - identified key elements that are critical to 
the new Pier and they remain intact today.
The Pier’s initial budget was $50 million. Approximately 
$4 million of that was spent on the previous pier project. 
An additional $20 million was added in 2016 for the Pier 
Approach. The budget for the Pier District is now $66 million
On April 20th, the City Council approved recommending 
a change in the approved Interlocal Agreement with 
the County allowing up to $10 million in the existing 
budget to be applied to the Pier District, along with up 
to $4 million for transportation and parking, which can 
be used downtown. The amendment now goes to the 
County Commissioners, and is subject to their approval. If 
approved, City Council can determine how those funds will 
best be spent. 
With any public development, a percentage is required by 
law to be set aside for public art. The Pier has approximately 
$480,000 set aside for Public Art. A Pier Public Art Committee 
of community volunteers is determining what that art should 
be and have invited artists to submit proposals up to July. 
Separate from the Pier budget, the City has received a 
grant for 25 transient boat slips that will be located on the 
south side of the approach.
Watch the Pier’s progress at newstpetepier.com. Sign up for 
occasional email updates, on the Contact Us page.

CHILDREN’S DREAM FUND 
ANNUAL RAYS ON THE RUNWAY

The Children’s Dream Fund Annual Rays on The Runway, 
hosted by Rays Wives is Sunday, August 6 at The Vinoy. Doors 
open at 6:30 pm and the fashion show begins at 8 pm. The 
event includes hors d’oeuvre, cocktails, player meet and greet, 
the fashion show, auction, and dessert.
From fly balls to fashionistas, running the bases to walking 
the runway, from dugouts to dreams, don’t miss Rays On The 
Runway 2017! For more information or to purchase tickets, 
please visit childrensdreamfund.org/events/upcoming-events/
rays-on-the-runway/ or call 727-896-6390



ST. PETERSBURG DOWNTOWN NEWSLETTERPage 16

WYLAND OPENS 
DOWNTOWN 
Famous worldwide, 
Wyland Galleries 
now has a permanent 
gallery in the heart 
of downtown, at 400 
Beach Drive, Suite 
146. The nationally 
renowned ocean artist 
and conservationist is 
perhaps best known 
for painting more than 
100 enormous and 
highly realistic “Whaling 
Wall” murals in various 
cities. For years, 
he has celebrated 

whales, dolphins, penguins and other sea life through 
paintings, sculptures and photography. Wyland lives in 
Islamorada, in the Florida Keys. “Florida has been my 
home for many years, and I am thrilled to open a gallery 
in St. Petersburg,” says Wyland. “Beach Drive has a well 
deserved reputation for art and artists, and I am honored 
to be among such talented artists and friends.” See more 
art by Wyland at www.WylandFlorida.com.  
SWIM ASSETS This new women’s clothing store, 
featuring bathing suits, is located on Third Avenue North 
behind Parkshore Grill. This is their second location. Their 
original location is in Dunedin on the Causeway.  
NEW ON FOURTH The building just south of the Fire 
Station is finally finished and has two new tenants. One is 
a relocated Pizza Hut. The second is Pure Point Financial, 
who is not a bank and not a financial advisor, but more 
like a savings and loan. Get more details on their web 
site, www.PurePoint.com. Find them at 2421 4th Street N. 
BIG MAN’S MOVING 
COMPANY MOVES 100 
Newlyweds Josh and Brooke 
Anderson, who applied their 
marriage gifts towards the 
purchase of a 26’ moving 
truck to start Big Man’s 
Moving Company at the 
beginning of the year, and 
already celebrated the new 
business’s 100th move! 
Here is what their client 
had to say, “Josh and his 
team moved my mom out 
of her home of 40 years 
and into a life care facility. 
It was an emotional time for 
her, and his team was perfect, with NOT ONE ISSUE! I 
highly recommend Big Man’s Moving Company. Josh was 
great at communicating and his estimate was clear and 
very reasonable. Move day was handled efficiently and 
carefully and the team was courteous, professional, and 
very hard working. Book this company for your move - 
you will not be disappointed.” –Jill L. Big Man’s Moving 
can be reached at 727-772-3458, and they specialize in 
local and out of state moves. www.bigmansmoving.com. 

Business Briefs
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Business Briefs
IMPACTFUL PERFORMANCE 
Safety Harbor’s Rogan & 
Associates Financial Planning 
firm is on track to have one of 
their most impactful years yet. 
Community involvement has 
always been a top priority at 
Rogan & Associates, but this 
year they will be extending their 
reach to help more people and 
animals improve their lives. 
“When you live and work in 

an area that you love, social responsibility is no longer an 
obligation; it’s a purpose. Improving our community has 
become a central theme in our firm. Our social mission is to 
help as many people as we can by making our community a 
better place to live and work. This applies to everyone, clients 
and non-clients,” explains Erin Emnett, a Financial Planner at 
Rogan and Associates.  
So far this year, Rogan & Associates has contributed to 
elementary classroom funding dedicated to teaching children 
financial planning skills and supported members of the 
Fraternal Order of Police through the Nolan’s St. Paddy’s 
Day 5k Run, which supports fallen police officers’ familys. 
In addition, as a passionate supporter of animal welfare, 
this month they were a King Of Hearts Sponsor at the 
15th Annual Puppy Love Benefit, to raise funds for Pinellas 
County’s Pet Pal Animal Shelter, a no-kill, 501(c)(3) 
organization funded entirely by private donations. You can 
reach Rogan & Associates at 727-712-3400.  
NEW MASSAGE 
Massage Studio is now 
open in the brand 
new beautiful building 
located at 4th Street 
North and 5th Avenue.  
The new location is 
the second one; the 
South Tampa location 
opened 10 years ago. 
Locally owned and 
operated by businesswoman Veronica Swiatek, Massage 
Studio is in the business of helping folks relax and feel 
great.  With a five star resort like experience and the 
affordability of a chain type studio, this is sure to be a 
hit for St. Pete’s residents. Stop in now while they are 
offering their $49 introductory offer.   
TRY WINE MOVING This popular small wine shop at 
110 1st Street North is moving a block south to 1 Beach 
Drive, on the northwest corner of the Bayfront Towers, 
and across from the new James Museum and ONE. “The 
new location will be over three larger when we open,” 
says owner Oliver Motschmann. The plan is to close at 
the end of May and open as soon as possible in June. 
Get more information at www.TryWineCompany.com.  
CLOSED Goddessey Boutique on 3rd Avenue North 
and Beach Drive is closed. It was owned by Carole Crist, 
formerly married to Congressman Charlie Crist.  
OPTIK EUROPEAN EYEWEAR This new eye glass 
specialty shop on 3rd Avenue South, near Beach Drive, 
opened in January.
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Delight in the daring and irreverent works of two celebrated 
artists when Dalí and Schiaparelli opens at The Dalí, in St. 
Petersburg on October 18, presented in collaboration by The 
Dalí Museum and Schiaparelli Paris. It will feature haute couture 
gowns and accessories, jewelry, paintings, drawings, objects 
and photos, as well as new designs by Bertrand Guyon for 
Maison Schiaparelli. This will be the first exhibition dedicated 
to the creative relationship and works of Elsa Schiaparelli and 
Salvador Dalí – friends and collaborators that set Paris and the 
world ablaze with their groundbreaking visions. 

Elsa Schiaparelli was regarded as 
the most prominent figure in fashion 
between the two World Wars. Her designs 
deliberately subverted traditional notions 
of women’s roles and beauty, embracing 
and exaggerating the transgressive nature 
of fashion. Schiaparelli explored bold 
Surrealistic themes in her designs, heavily 
influenced by artists, especially Dalí, with 
whom she often collaborated. The vibrant 
colors, experimental fabrics and elegant 
handmade decorations set her apart 
from other designers of the 1920s and 

1930s. Some of the most notable clients 
for Schiaparelli’s haute couture designs 
included the Duchess of Windsor, Wallis 
Simpson; heiress Daisy Fellowes; and 
actresses Mae West and Marlene Dietrich.

Schiaparelli wrote she “invented” her dresses, and the 
designs were known for their elegant and daring aesthetic 
combined with exquisite craftsmanship – a marriage of new 

ideas with traditional craft. Her designs 
were like the paintings of Dalí in that 
they combined renaissance precision with 
wild imagination and dreamlike visions. 
Their fashion and art both delighted and 
shocked the senses and that approach 
was a trademark of their collaborations; 
their works embodied a sense of freedom 
and possibility that enlivened popular 
culture during a tumultuous time.
In 1954, Schiaparelli closed her couture 
house and devoted herself to writing her 
autobiography – Shocking Life – written in 
the third-person, like Dalí’s own biography. 
After remaining quiescent for more than 
five decades, Maison Schiaparelli was 
reopened in 2012 at 21 Place Vendôme, 
the very place where Elsa Schiaparelli left it. Today, Schiaparelli 
continues the designer’s legacy by creating alluring and 
surprising designs for the Hollywood elite and private clients 
around the world. A selection of these new designs including 
fashion and jewelry pieces will be featured in the show. 
The Dalí will be celebrating the exhibition with a grand fashion 
show and gala, bringing Paris chic to downtown St. Petersburg 
on Saturday October 14. The black tie affair will feature 
contemporary Schiaparelli designs followed by an elegant 
dinner reception. A more casual yet equally celebratory 
Sunday brunch will be held the following day. Tickets for both 
events are forthcoming; stay informed by registering for alerts 
at TheDali.org/Schiaparelli.The show, Dalí and Schiaparelli 
will run through January 14, 2018.

Elsa Schiaparelli 
& Salvador Dalí, 

c.1949. 
Image Rights of Salvador 
Dalí reserved. Fundació 

Gala-Salvador Dalí, 
Figueres, 2017

Woman’s Dinner 
Dress. Philadelphia 

Museum of Art, 
Gift of Mme Elsa 

Schiaparelli,
1969-232-52

IMAGINATION AND DARING: “DALÍ & SCHIAPARELLI” DEBUTS
                 October 18, 2017
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DEAR FELLOW BOATER, ARE YOU 
READY FOR THE UNEXPECTED?

by Howard Rothstein

When we least 
expect it, life gives 
us a challenge that 
tests our knowledge, 
our courage, and 
resourcefulness. 
There is no point in 
pretending it can 
not happen to us, or 
to complain we are 
unprepared, as theses 
unexpected challenges 
will not wait. Life does not care if you are ready.
Sometimes life and the sea can be daunting. We have to 
be prepared for whatever it throws at us. Are you and those 
on your boat ready for Murphy’s Law, the adage that says 
”Anything that can go wrong, will go wrong?” If not, YOU 
should take The St. Petersburg Sail and Power Squadron’s 
Partner In Command Seminar.
Woman in boating are challenged in small ways nearly every 
day, but occasionally a big challenge comes along and skills, 
knowledge and attitude will determine whether or not there will 
be a happy ending. 
Consider the story of Sheri Schneider of the Gozzard 44 
PROCYON. After many years of preparation and short-range 
trips to the Bahamas and Maine, Sheri and her recently retired 
US Coast Guard husband Randy – both in their 40s and 
physically fit, left Beaufort, N.C. bound for the Panama Canal, 
with plans to head to the Pacific.
All went well from Panama to Galapagos with near perfect 
sailing conditions. On their first morning in Puerto Ayoras, 
Randy woke with stomach pain. They blamed it on the lunch 
with their friends the day before. Throughout the day and 
the following night, Randy’s condition worsened. After some 
fruitless visits to the local clinic, they realized the problem was 
becoming serious.
Through their membership in Divers Alert Network (DAN), a 
medical evacuation to Quito was arranged. Within half an 
hour of arriving in the emergency room, Randy was in surgery 
for a perforated ulcer! The doctor recommended six weeks of 
recuperation, and Sheri and Randy were forced to watch their 
friends sail on without them.
When they finally departed to the Marquesas, everything went 
well for a while. On May 8 with 1266 miles to go, a badly 
timed lurch knocked Randy over and he fell on the cockpit 
table hitting his back and head. At first they were concerned 
about a concussion, but the next morning Randy awoke 
with major stomach pains. He could no longer manage his 
watches. He could not keep food or water down.
Abruptly, Sheri found herself single-handling the 44 foot boat. 
She was afraid Randy would die. She was on her own in the 
Pacific. She juggled being both a full time skipper and nurse 
while Randy’s condition deteriorated.
To find out the “REST OF THE STORY” Come to the seminar 
and learn what you need to know when you know what hits 
the fan. Woman first mates have a need to know, especially if 
the worst happens. 
You don’t have to be crossing oceans to experience emergencies. 
Murphy is watching all the time. Are you ready for him?
Call Howard at the St. Petersburg Sail and Power Squadron’s to 
register for this or one of their many other seminars, at 363-8016.
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IL RITORNO EXPANDS  
The small boutique restaurant 
at 449 Central Avenue, is 
enlarging towards the rear of 
their restaurant. Construction 
should begin any day. Owned 
by David and Erica Benstock, 
Il Ritorno was named the 
number one St Petersburg 
restaurant by Times Food 
Critic Laura Reiley last year.  
LUCKY DILL HAS NEW 
OWNER Josh Cameron, 
owner of The Oyster Bar and 
Fortunato’s Pizza on Central 
Avenue, purchased The Lucky 
Dill on the same block. Currently, it is business as usual 
(dine-in and catering), but he is working on a new catering 
and lunch menu. He also purchased the Ruby’s Elixir 
behind the Dill. Plans include adding a brewery upstairs, 
that will serve craft beer. Lucky Dill and Ruby’s will be 
connected and have a full liquor bar.  
WEST INDIAN RESTAURANT Taste of the Islands is a 
new small restaurant at 364 1st Avenue North, across 
from Williams Park on the northwest corner. If you love 
West Indian Cuisine—now you do not have to go far. Dine 
in or take out. Call 350-3258.  
PANERA’S PARENT COMPANY SOLD In April, JAB, 
parent company of Krispy Kreme Donuts, Dunkin Donuts, 
and more, purchased the Panera Bread brand. JAB, a 
European company, has been on a buying spree lately 
spending over $40 billion on acquisitions. They paid $7.5 
billion for Panera Bread. Local managers do not expect 
any noticeable changes to the local stores. Panera Bread 
operates a store in St. Petersburg at 1914 4th Street North, 
across from Sunken Gardens.  
COPPER SHAKER This new restaurant is coming to 
the First Avenue North area across from the new ONE 
project. Owned by the former owners of Cask and Ale, 
this will be a full service restaurant with lots of TVs. Look 
for them to open in mid-June at 169 1st Avenue North. 
FLUTE This Champagne Bar will be something different 
for the 200 block of Beach Drive. Being built in the former 
Eagle Ice Cream Shop, it is not open yet, but coming 
soon. Find them at 234 Beach Drive, just south of Tryst. 
PIZZA HUT MOVES The Pizza Hut on 4th Street North, 
previously located north of 38th Avenue, moved into the 
building just completed at 2411 4th Street North. The 
phone number remains the same, 823-6699.  
SECOND AND SECOND 
This new restaurant is 
still under construction 
west of Sundial. As its 
name implies, it is located 
at 2nd Street and 2nd 
Avenue North. “It will 
be a typical diner,open 
24-hours and with full 
liquor,” says owner Reno, 
who also owns Beach 
Drive’s Tryst. It will have 
two bars inside. Look for it to open in late August. 

Bar & Restaurant News
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BARTIQUE This new 
small bar-café recently 
opened on Central 
Avenue. Bartique is part 
bar and part clothing 
boutique. You or even 
your spouse can have a 
beer or wine while you 
shop, or the other way 
around. Find them at 648 
Central Avenue.  
NEW NIGHT CLUB The 
new Estate Night Club is 
open but only on Friday 
and Saturday nights. This 
large dance club features 
live music with special table-side service. When not in 
use, it is available to rent for meetings and special events. 
It is located at 179 1st Avenue North.    
PIZZA CHANGES In the next few weeks, Josh Cameron, 
owner of Fortunato’s, plans to start working on restaurant 
changes. When finished, it will be called “The Crafty 
Squirrel Pizzeria and Tap House.” Watch for construction 
activity soon at 259 Central Avenue.  
NUMEX CHILE This new restaurant, featuring Chilean 
Cuisine, hopefully will open in June in the west Grand 
Central area. Find them at 2710 Central Avenue. 
TOP OF THE PONCE The Ponce Hotel still hopes to 
build a rooftop bar on the 1930s hotel, located at Beach 
Drive and Central Avenue. This issue was discussed in 
a city meeting in February, but their application was 
incomplete. Approval has been deferred until July.  
NEIGHBORHOOD JOE This a new coffee and more 
spot opened at 2607 9th Street North. It is just south of 
Rollin’ Oats. 
SIDEWALK UPGRADE 
Next time you walk past 
400 Beach Seafood and 
Tap House, look down. 
You will see the sidewalk 
has been replaced with 
tile. Steve Westphal and 
the developer of 400 
recently made the change 
in front of the restaurant 
and the Annex, giving it a 
more sophisticated look 
and feel.  
FOOD TRUCK RALLIES 
The popular monthly 
Downtown Food Truck 
Rallies are continuing in 
2017. While the food is 
not from a fixed restaurant, these rallies feature amazing 
food from some of the area’s tastiest food trucks. Held the 
third Friday of the month, this is a great kick off to your 
weekend with food truck cuisine and live music along the 
waterfront. The Rally Around Town food trucks roll into 
Port St. Pete at 250 8th Ave. SE, from 6 to 10 pm. Enjoy 
free admission and free parking. Next rallies are: June 
16: The Grouper Grunge Festival, July 20 and August 17.  

Bar & Restaurant News
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SECOND SATURDAY ARTWALK                StPeteArtsAlliance.org 
April 8 and May 13 from 5 to 9pm.
Be the first to see new affordable works of art.  You can 
see art all month long, however ArtWalk is opening night 
where some 40 galleries and studios premiere new works, 
with artists and demos on-site. Meet the artists and gallery 
owners during this casual, festive evening as over 40 
studios and galleries in the Central Arts District, Waterfront 
Arts District, EDGE District, Grand Central District and the 
Warehouse Arts District come together as one destination on 
the second Saturday of the month from 5-9 pm.
Free ArtWalk trolleys encompass the arts districts.  Free 
parking can be found on 1st Ave N and 1st Ave S from 
15th St. to 30th St., The Clay Center of St. Petersburg, MGA 
Studios and the Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American 
Museum.  Download the map and list of participants to plan 
your festive art evening at www.stpeteartsalliance.org.
MOREAN ARTS CENTER                    727-822-7872
719 Central Avenue.                MoreanArtsCenter.org
This community arts organization, celebrating 100 years 
of connecting people and the arts in St.  Petersburg, has 
announced the selection of Michael Killoren to serve as 
its new executive director. Killoren will begin his tenure on 
June 1. The selection was made after a national search 
and selection process.
Mr. Killoren comes to the Morean from Washington, D.C., 
where since 2010 he’s served as the Director of Local 
Arts Agencies and Challenge America at the National 
Endowment for the Arts.
FLORIDA CRAFTART                         727-821-7391                        
501 Central Ave.            FloridaCraftArt.org 
Creatures: Wild and Wooly curated by Liz Rodgers, 
June 30 to August 12. Entries are being accepted through 
May 31
Contemporary Fiber in Florida 2017, continues through 
June 17. It represents contemporary approaches to fiber 
art, pushing the boundaries and/or traditions execution.
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS                   727-896-2667   
255 Beach Dr NE                                   mfastpete.org 
“The Beer Project” - June 9: Fifteen area craft brewers 
collaborate to preserve one of the Museum’s most 
popular pieces of art, a 20th century beaded Bamileke 
elephant mask. This fundraiser features hand-crafted 
beers, Each guest receives a commemorative Beer Project 
glass, beer tasting, gourmet appetizers and entrance into 
the MFA galleries.
Festivities include a roving tattoo parlor, themed pop-
up beer lounges and live painting by Daniel Morgan, 
a St. Pete-based muralist and artist. All funds raised at 
the auction will help conserve the Museum’s Bamileke 
elephant mask. 
“Simmer & Sift” - Treat your taste buds to a culinary 
masterpiece with this new four-part series. Enjoy 
flavor-filled food tastings, signature drinks, and live 
demonstrations by four of Florida’s most seasoned chefs. 
The first is June 28 with the sumptuous seafood fare of 
Kenny Tufo, the executive chef of Sea Salt.
Museum hours are 10 am - 5 pm Monday-Wednesday, 
Friday, and Saturday, until 8 p.m. on Thursday, and 
noon-5 pm Sunday. Admission is only $5 after 5 pm on 
Thursday. 

Art & Museum News
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YMCA SUMMER CAMP
Summer Camp at the Y understands that lasting 
memories, new experiences and best friends are part of 
what makes summer such a special time away from the 
hectic pace of modern school life. As a leader in youth 
development for 96 years, our Y provides children with 
positive and fun experiences that build confidence, new 
friendships, and a feeling of community that will last 
beyond the summer.
From sports and swimming to arts and teen leadership, 
your child will discover a summer of exploration and 
new skills taught by our highly trained staff and notable 
professional guests. Plus, with the add-on specialty camps 
your child can discover even further with fun-filled camps 
geared towards some of their favorite hobbies. You will 
find camps designed to engage your curious child or your 
independent camper.
Camps are for ages: 2 – 12 and run from May 30 to 
August 9. Locations are throughout the city. For more 
information, call 727.895.9622 or visit stpeteymca.org.

HAPPY HOUR WITH A HISTORIAN
Each month, the St Petersburg History Museum hosts an event 
called “Happy Hour with a Historian.” The event is free, but 
they do ask for a $5 donation to the museum. There is a cash 
bar. Doors open at 6:30pm and the talk begins at 7pm.
The June 1 event features Bob Griffin, the publisher of this 
newsletter. He will be talking about Andrew Jackson, Florida’s 
First Governor and the subject of this month’s front cover 
story, in more detail. If only high school history classes had 
been this much fun.

ST. PETERSBURG FREE CLINIC 
PURCHASES BUILDING 

Additional medical services will be available to 
low-income, uninsured Pinellas County residents

The St. Petersburg Free Clinic acquired a 7,000-square-foot 
building at 5501 4th St. N. in St. Petersburg for its new Health 
Center, which will provide free medical services for south and 
mid-Pinellas County adults who do not have adequate access 
to health care. The new building, was made possible by a 
significant gift from retired business executive David Baldwin.
Last year, the Health Center provided 13,000 basic health 
and wellness services – from health screenings to general 
care to specialty care – for free.
The new building’s eight exam rooms will provide more space 
for additional volunteer specialists and equipment to diagnose 
and treat its patients. Plans include adding dermatologic 
services and expanded services for wound care, chiropractic 
care, acupuncture and physical therapy.
They will soon offer expanded services around two key health 
conditions: diabetes and cardiovascular disease. Specialized 
equipment like a stress testing treadmill and an echocardiogram 
will be available to test for cardiovascular disease.
Baldwin’s gift made the $1,575,000 purchase possible. 
Paula Clair Smith, director of commercial services for Colliers 
Tampa Bay, represented the Free Clinic in the purchase from 
Women’s Health Associates Real Estate Partnership. 
The Free Clinic plans to move its Health Center into the new 
building in mid-summer 2017. It plans to expand its health 
education services with space in the new building, and it is 
seeking funding to expand its oral health service into the 
remaining new space. 




