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While just a hundred years ago they did not exist, grocery store chains are an integral 
part of our lives today. As a child, depending on where you grew up, you may 
remember visiting A&P, Winn-Dixie, Albertsons, Kroger, Piggly Wiggly, Food Lion, Food 

City and a host of others, including Publix. Publix Super Markets has been operating in Florida 
since 1930, its first Pinellas County store opened in 1945. 

The Publix brand was founded in Winter Haven by George Jenkins, when he was just 23. George grew up in a small 
Georgia town where he worked for his father, who owned a small general store. After struggling to make a living, his 
father eventually moved his business to Atlanta. When he was 17, Jenkins enrolled in night classes at Georgia Tech while 
simultaneously working a day job. He was a hard worker, driving a cab, selling shoes, delivering groceries for his dad’s 
store and selling candy at a consignment shop. He never actually worked in his dad’s Atlanta store. Instead, he took a 
clerk job at a nearby Piggly Wiggly. Within eight weeks, while still in his teens, he became the store’s manager. 
Unsure of his grocery business future, Jenkins accepted a job selling Atlanta real estate where he learned of a major 
Florida land boom. He promptly moved south and in Tampa, met the owner of several local Piggly Wiggly stores. The 
store owner became so impressed with Jenkins that he hired him and soon promoted him to manage his St. Petersburg 
store. When that store’s sales quadrupled, Jenkins was transferred to Winter Haven, and managed the chain’s largest 
store for four years. 
In 1930, all the area stores were sold to an Atlanta based franchise. Jenkins drove to Atlanta to introduce himself to his 
new boss, but the owner refused to meet with him. Disgusted, Jenkins drove back to Winter Haven, decided to open his 
own grocery store and resigned.
With very little money, Jenkins, now only 23, incorporated as Publix Food Stores. He created 30 shares in his future 
company for $100 each. He sold four shares to close friends; two Piggly Wiggly employees each purchased four shares. 
He kept 13 shares for himself. This raised nearly $1,200. 
George added $1,300 of his own money and opened the 
first Publix Food Store Sept. 6, 1930 in Winter Haven.
Jenkins, with the help of five employees, opened that first 
store practically next door to the Piggly Wiggly. The two 
stores competed with price cutting and special deals; the 
Piggly Wiggly eventually closed.
In 1935, only five years after opening the first Publix, 
Jenkins opened a second discount grocery store called The 
Economy Store, also in Winter Haven. 

Or Current Resident

PUBLIX SUPER MARKETS’ EARLY BEGINNINGS

That same store today, which is a Family Dollar Store

1720 16th Street North, St. Petersburg
Photo Supplied by Publix Super Markets
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CITY NUMBERS
 CITY HALL  595-2517
 Mon - Fri, 7:30am to 4pm
1507 Bay Palm Blvd 
 www.Indian-Rocks-Beach.com 

CITY MANAGER Gregg Mims 595-2517
MAYOR/CITY COMMISSION 517-0204
MAYOR - R.B. Johnson 
COMMISSIONERS — 
Cookie Kennedy • Terry Wollin Vice 
Mayor • Phil Hanna • Ed Hoofnagle 
Building Dept: Dan Weigner  517-0404
Planning & Zoning:         517-0404
Public Services: Dean Scharmen 595-6889
 Mon - Fri, 7am to 3:30pm
Solid Waste/Trash Pickup     595-6889
ELECTRICITY              443-2641
PHONE (RESIDENTIAL) 800-483-4000
PHONE (BUSINESS)    800-483-5000
WATER                  464-4000
CABLE (BRIGHT HOUSE)     329-5020
--------------------------------------------
IRB LIBRARY             596-1822
 Mon-Fri 10-5pm, Sat 10-1pm 
IRB HISTORICAL MUSEUM  593-3861
 Wed - Sat, 10am to 2pm
IRB HOMEOWNER ASSOC.  692-7867
 Joe McCall, President - IRBHome.com 
IRB BOAT CLUB
 Bob Griffin IRBboatclub.com  517-1997
BEACH ART CENTER     596-4331
 1515 Bay Palm Blvd., Mon-Fri 8:45am to 4pm
POST OFFICE            596-2894
 204 4th Ave. Mon-Fri 8:30-4:30; Sat 9a-12p
IRB ROTARY, Bruce Sobut,     403-4060
 Meets at Jimmy Guana’s every Wed. 7:15AM

ACTION 2000 Eric Meyer    744-0123
 Meets 2nd Mon each month Beach Art Ctr
BEACH FOOD PANTRY        517-2534
 1615 First St. M-W-F 10 am-12 pm
THRIFT CENTER OF IRB  596-8868
 Tue & Sat, 10am to 2pm, Thu 5 to 8pm
LITTLE LEAGUE        574-339-9248
IRB WELCOME CENTER     595-4575
AA & AL-ANON MEETINGS      595-1038
--------------------------------------------
EMERGENCIES:               9-1-1
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH        582-6177
IRB FIRE STATION         595-1117
-------------------------------------------
PINELLAS COUNTY INFO     464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES     464-3377 
  Karen Seel            464-3278
STATE:
Senator Jack Latvala      727-793-2797
  Republican, District 20
  26133 US Hwy19 N. Ste 201, Clearwater
 Latvala.Jack.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern   727-395-2512
  Republican, District 66
  8383 Seminole Blvd. Suite B, Seminole
  larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
 Rick.Scott@myflorida.com 
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
 Marco Rubio                  202-224-3041
 www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
 www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
David Jolly             727-392-4100
 9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
 www.house.gov/jolley 

This newsletter is published by 
GRIFFIN PRODUCTIONS, Inc. and is 
mailed to every occupied residence 
in Indian Rocks Beach’s zip code 
33785. We are not associated with 
the City of Indian Rocks Beach.

PUBLISHER
Bob & Becky Griffin
ART DIRECTION

Becky Griffin
SALES

727-517-1997 
CONTACT INFO

P.O. Box 1314
Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785
517-1997 ~ 517-1998 FAX

BeachNewsletters.com
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we offer multi-city and annual 
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E-mail:bob@griffindirectories.com 
or visit beachnewsletters.com for 

more information.
© 2016 Griffin Productions, Inc.

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH 
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER 
Inside, you will find articles and 
local information about the nearby 
area. We call it a Neighborhood 
Newsletter because it is primarily 
about your neighborhood, Indian 
Rocks Beach. This newsletter is 
printed every other month and 
mailed to every occupied house in 
the city.
Do you need another copy? Ask for 
them at USA Grocers, CVS Drug 
Store, or any Indian Rocks Real 
Estate office.    
We hope you enjoyed our newsletter. 
We want your input. Did you like 
this issue? What suggestions do you 
have for future articles? Call or email 
us with your comments, or take our 
online survey at beachnewsletters.com.
Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-517-1997 
bob@griffindirectories.com

SEE YOU AGAIN IN
MARCH!

JANUARY
New Years Day                                  1 
Public School Re-Starts                       3 
Epiphany                                           6 
Little League Registration Ends           7 
City Commission Meeting                10 
Homeowner’s Happy Hour              12 
Martin Luther King Day                    16 
Public Schools Closed                      16 
IRB Boat Club Meeting                     19
Florida’s Arbor Day                         20 
IRB Boat Club Afternoon at The Pub 21
Belleair Sunset Run                          21
Martinis & Matisse Clearwater                  21 
Blast Friday Clearwater                            27 
Beach Walk Walk                                    28 
Gasparilla Day                                28 
Backwater’s Chilli Cookoff               29 
Chinese New Year                                    29
Meet The Candidates                       31
FEBRUARY
Florida State Fair                          2-12 
Super Bowl                                       5 
Community Clean Up                    6-8 
Homeowner’s Happy Hour                9 
IRB Boat Club Island Way Brunch     11
Belleair Sunday Concert In The Park 12 
Valentines Day                                14 

City Commission Meeting                14 
IRB Boat Club Meeting                     16
Winter Fest                                      18 
Gulfside Gallop                               18 
Sea Blues Festival                       18-19 
Presidents Day                                 20
Public Schools Closed                      20 
Tampa Bay Rays Spring Training       24 
Eco Fun Festival                               26 
MARCH
Ash Wednesday                                 1 
Belleair Sunday Concert In The Park   5 
Daylight Savings Time Begins             8 
Homeowner’s Happy Hour                9 
Shamrock Run                                 10 
Boat Club Intracoastal Clean Up      11 
Bluegrass Festival                            11 
Pinellas Spring Break Public Schools 13-17 
Election Day                                    14 
IRB Boat Club Meeting                     16
St Patrick’s Day                                17 
Great America Clean Up                 18 
IRB Boat Club Caladesi Weekend  18-19
Spring Begins                                  20 
Historical Museum Spring Luncheon 25 
Greenfest                                        25 
Wine Walk In Belleair Bluffs             25 
City Commission Meeting                28

 CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

CREDITS
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THE JAMES MUSEUM INSPIRATION 
Tom & Mary James’ are providing a $50 million personal investment to transform a downtown 
St. Petersburg city block into the home to The Tom & Mary James Museum of Western & 
Wildlife Art, which is scheduled to open in the fall of 2017. Tom James is executive chairman 
of Raymond James Financial, Inc. For 40 years, he was CEO of the company before 
relinquishing his role in May 2010.
The James Museum has its roots in Tom and Mary’s undivided love both for culture and the 
city of St. Petersburg that has been their home. Tom began collecting while a student and when 
their travels took them west, they were captivated by the art, landscape, and wildlife of the 
West. They began to collect what moved them — an art of action and attention to place made 
by contemporary artists.  They collected for their pleasure, though with an aim to help living 
artists to live by their art alone.  Many of the artists became personal friends. 
A collection of art can stay a private collection. As such, it may be shown or not shown, traded or sold.  But a museum open 
to the public is another thing entirely. It is a kind of gift, a public trust.  Built entirely from the James’ private funds, The James 
Museum is being constructed in downtown St. Petersburg to spur the cultural and economic life of their City: in short, to build 
community in a manner parallel to their contributions to every other aspect of our civic infrastructure. Through exhibitions 
and education programs, The James Museum will emphasize core values of the art that moved Tom and Mary during their 
collecting: action, fortitude, heritage, and integrity. 
At 80,000 square feet and incorporating an event space large enough for 500 people, The Tom and Mary James Museum of 
Western and Wildlife Art will display six hundred of the nearly three thousand works in their collection at a time. The James 
Museum will welcome the local community and visitors with ease.
We plan to open The James Museum in the fall of 2017. The Museum will come to life in stages that will be shared with the 
community each step of the way.  
We appreciate the help of the City of St. Petersburg in enhancing the streetscape and in enabling regular access to parking. 
We celebrate today the thoughtful action of the City Council in approving these accommodations that will make the James 
Museum more attractive and accessible.  Today we are also pleased to show the look of the building as envisioned by the 
St. Pete Design Group, Yann Weymouth, lead architect. The architecture reveals aspects of the collection it will hold through 
carefully chosen materials and a façade and foyer that projects the grandeur of the west.
The reconstruction of 100 Central Avenue has begun. They plan to open in the fall of 2017. Next spring, the stone monolith 
that symbolizes and brings the pedestrian eye to this building will be installed. In the coming year-and-a-half, they will be 
designing the exhibition concepts and prepare an opening exhibition. The Museum will come to life in stages that will be 
shared with the community each step of the way. 
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LOCAL ARCHITECT WIN 
AWARDS Indian Rocks 
resident  and architect, Scott 
Holmes recently was awarded 
the Eduardo Garcia Award 
by AIA Tampa Bay. Only 
registered architects, 40 years 
or younger are eligible for 
this award, which promotes 
design excellence through 

recognition of young architects with talent, passion, and 
dedication. Holmes also was awarded The Merit Award 
for an Indian Rocks waterfront home he designed on 
Harbor Drive South. Holmes received both awards at the 
AIA Tampa Bay annual awards dinner held in November. 
Scott Holmes and his father Dwight are co-owners of 
Holmes Architects. Learn more about them at Holmes-
Architects.com or call him at 727-216-6709.  
NO FOLK FAIR The Annual Heritage Village Folk Festival 
co-sponsored by the Pinellas County Historical Society has 
been canceled. Not enough people volunteered to provide 
support for their Country Jubilee and they couldn’t risk 
that happening again. Many volunteers did not show up 
for the Jubilee and parking became dangerous for the few 
over-extended volunteers. In the past, visitors could listen 
to dozens of the Tampa Bay area’s premier folk musicians 
on traditional folk, gospel, country and bluegrass music on 
stages throughout the Village.  
WINE WALK The merchants of Belleair Bluffs want you 
to join them for a Bluffs Wine Walk on March 25th. Walk, 
bike or ride to participating Belleair Bluffs merchant 
shops and sample their wine and food. For $20 you will 
receive 25 tasting tickets, a wrist band and entry into a 
raffle for their grand prize. For more information, visit 
BluffsBusinessAssociation.com.   
PARKING DETAILS AVAILABLE It’s time for new 
Resident Parking Decals. The existing ones expired at 
the end of December. Decals are free and allow you to 
park in residential parking places at the beach accesses. 
You must show a valid vehicle registration and proof of 
residency. All decals must be permanently attached to the 
rear of your vehicle. You may pick yours up at City Hall 
during normal operating hours.  
ARMED FORCES 
HISTORY MUSEUM 
TO CLOSE The 
popular but      well-
hidden Largo Museum 
will close January 
29th. If you have 
toured it, you know 
what a loss this is to 
community. This was 
owner and curator, 
John J. Piazza‘s 
personal project for 
the last 55 years. 
Unfortunately, he died in September. The staff at the 
Armed Forces Museum hope that an angel will come 
forward and acquire the building and its exhibits, but 
it will have to happen quickly. To learn more about this 
treasure, visit ArmedForcesMuseum.com. 

Did You Know
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#1 IN RECYCLING Pinellas 
County was recently recognized as 
the Florida county with the highest 
recycling rate in 2015. The Florida 
Department of Environmental 
Protection determined Pinellas 
County has a 89% recycling rate, 
which is ahead of Palm Beach 
and Hillsborough Counties, 
both at 72%. The state averaged 
54% overall in 2015. The State 
Legislature has a set a goal of 75% 
by the year 2020. Pinellas was 
63% the year before and rose 26% 

partially due to an increase in recycled construction and 
demolition debris including concrete. 
CONFERENCE ON WORLD AFFAIRS The Fifth Annual 
St. Petersburg Conference on World Affairs will be held 
at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg in the 
University Student Center located downtown, on February 
15-17. Join them for three stimulating days of listening 
and learning as multiple panels of distinguished experts 
discuss critical international issues of the day.  
CHILDREN STARTING KINDERGARTEN IN 2017 
Kindergarten registration for 2017-18 starts January 10. 
Promoted as Kindergarten Roundup, of open houses will 
be held January 10-12 at Pinellas County Elementary 
Schools, Attendees will learn about special programs 
including art, music, gifted services, STEM academics, 
physical education and other enrichment programs. 
Parents can explore the classroom, speak with teachers, 
ask about after school care, register and learn how to 
get involved. For information, visit PCSB.org/KG. Dates 
may vary at some schools. Call 588-6210 for more 
information. 
SAVE THE DATE The popular Sugar Sands Festival will 
be held April 14-23 on Clearwater Beach. The theme will 
be Sugar Sand FantaSEA. Visit SugarSandFestival.com.  
MARTINIS AND MATISSE  This unique event, that 
usually draws over 800 attendees each year, is January 
21. Benefiting the Clearwater Free Clinic, whose mission 
is to deliver free medical care to uninsured families, it 
promises to be a memorable night. Tickets are available 
now. and it will sell out. Call Meg Lokey at 331-8149. 
See www.MartinsandMatisse.org for more information.  
ENERGY VAMPIRES 
Leaving cell phone 
chargers, laptops, 
printers, and coffee 
makers plugged 
in allows them to 
continue drawing 
energy and running 
up your electric bill. If it has a light to tell you that it’s 
off, it is probably an energy vampire. If you often forget 
to pull the plug, smart power strips can be a great 
alternative. These strips cut power to devices when you 
turn off a main device. Good uses for these include 
computers, printers, televisions, DVD players, and DVRs. 
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN MARCH Read this issue, as 
well as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.

and More...
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PUBLIX SUPER MARKETS, Continued

Some information and photos for this story was supplied by Jennifer Bush, Manager of Special Projects/History, Public Affairs Department 
Publix Super Markets

During a Florida recession in 1940, Jenkins purchased a local orange grove. That land 
deal allowed him to secure a $70,000 bank loan to build the store of his dreams—
Florida’s first “supermarket” that opened November 8, 1940. He referred to it as his 
“food palace.” It had a lot of glass and marble, stucco exterior, a paved parking lot, 
automatic opening doors, air conditioning, fluorescent lights, wide aisles, open dairy 
cases, many large freezers and music was played overhead. These features were 
unheard of in a grocery store in the 1940s. 
He soon decided to close his two original Winter Haven stores and moved forward 
building his modern supermarket concept. 
At the end of World War II, thousands of veterans and their families were moving 
to Florida. Money and building materials though were scarce, so in 1945, Jenkins 
purchased the Lakeland Grocery Company, a chain of 19 grocery stores called the 
All American Food Stores based in nearby Lakeland. With stores in Clearwater, St 
Petersburg, Tarpon Springs and Largo, the acquisition brought Jenkins’ back to Pinellas 
County for the first time since he managed the St. Petersburg Piggly Wiggly store all 
those years before. 
The All American stores did not meet the high standards held by Jenkins and his new 

Publix super markets. During the 1950s and ‘60s, each of the buildings was eventually sold or torn down and rebuilt in the 
using the Publix design. 
There were two Clearwater stores. The North Ft. Harrison location was abandoned for a new one on Cleveland, which today is 
Nature’s Food Patch. The original store went on to be many things since including an Arthur Murray Dance Studio. It is now an 
Islamic Mosque. An acquired store in St. Petersburg at 1720 16th Street N. is a Walgreens, but still has the old Publix façade.
In 1951, Jenkins moved his corporate offices to Lakeland and built his 
first distribution center. He continued to expand and enhance his chain 
of grocery stores. In the 1950s, they added bakeries and flower shops. 
Delicatessen were added in the 1960s. In the 1980s pharmacies and 
ATMs called Presto! were added. Today pharmacies are in 90% of all 
the Publix stores. Liquor store sales were added in the late 1980s and 
became standard in 2003. 
In 1991, for the first time, Publix built a store outside Florida. The 
chain expanded first into Georgia, Jenkin’s birth state. By 1995 
there were over 500 Super Markets in three states. They hit the 
100,000-employee mark about the same time. In 2009, a St. 
Augustine store became its 1,000th. 
By 2014, Publix operated in six southern states, that being: Florida, 
Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina, North Carolina and Tennessee. 
There are plans to expand into Virginia in next year.
Today, Publix is the largest, employee owned company in the world, 
ranking #67 on the 2016 Fortune’s list of the 100 Best Companies 
to work for. It is the largest privately owned company in Florida. In 86 
years, Publix has never had an employee layoff. 
In addition to over 1,100 grocery stores it has eight distribution centers and ten manufacturing facilities where they produce 
dairy, deli, bakery and other food products. 70% of all Publix Super Markets are in Florida. 
“Mr. George,” as his employees affectionately called him, had two brothers, Charlie and John. Charlie worked in the grocery 
business alongside his brother. John was an attorney who became involved with real estate development and banking—two 
businesses that led to a partnership with Jenkins in many Pinellas shopping centers. 

Jenkins was married twice; his first wife Lee Savings Jenkins died in 1947. 
After her death, he married Anne MacGregor. They divorced in 1974. He 
had seven children. 
At the age of 82, Jenkins suffered a stroke in 1989, but continued to work, 
visiting stores in his wheelchair. He died in 1996 at the age of 88.
Jenkin’s grandson Ed Crenshaw, retired this year as the company’s CEO. 
Todd Jones, a Publix veteran for 36 years who started as a bagger and 
Front Service Clerk, is currently the company’s CEO. 
One of Jenkin’s greatest legacies was the creation of the George Jenkins 
Foundation. It supports Special Olympics, the March of Dimes, Children’s 
Miracle Network, the United Way, various local food banks and soup 
kitchens and more.
Close friend Governor Lawton Chiles once stated “George Jenkins made 
a tremendous contribution to our business climate, but perhaps more 

importantly, he was a true civic leader who had a deep dedication to 
improving our communities.”

One of the original All American stores on
     N. Ft. Harrison in Clearwater. It is now a mosque.
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2016 REAL ESTATE YEAR IN REVIEW
Slow, steady growth…just as predicted

By Gordon Obarski, Real Estate Broker Gordon Realty House
The 2016 real estate forecast called for the steady growth 
of recent years to continue. But, by the end of February, 
the stats on total transactions were falling well short of 
projections. Most agents and sellers found themselves 
wishing the Times Square Ball had malfunctioned and not 
dropped on 2015. 
Fortunately, by mid-year just as tourism reached yet 
another record high, 2016’s pace picked up enough 
to boost the year-end number of sales back into 
“acceptable” range…finishing just slightly below the 
year before. The total number of Indian Rocks Beach 
houses, condos and townhomes that either sold or were 
set to close by December 31, 2016 was 185…5% fewer 
transactions than 2015’s 194 sales. Despite 9 less sales 
and fewer listings, there was an 11% increase in the total 
real estate sales dollar volume from 2015 to 2016, due 
primarily to the upswing in prices. Steady growth, just as 
expected, and that was even in view of a red alert “listings 
drought.”
Single-family homes were up another 10% this year. 
Condos were up substantially--a crazy amount, in fact…
an amount that’s tough to quantify because of the 
unusually high number of luxury sales on the Gulf and 
new units in Harbourside at Marker 33.
What’s in store for 2017? Nationally, when analysts 
gaze into their crystal ball, they see a few years of a 
flattening market across the country. But in IRB, more slow 
growth is likely because some trends factoring into the 
“flat” prediction have little or no bearing in 33785—like 
escalating interest rates. Up North and out West, first-
time, millennial homebuyers in their mid-30s have driven 
real estate sales over the past few years. This is the group 
most likely to be affected by the recent hike in interest 
rates, thus the anticipation of less activity going forward 
from these 2015/2016 real estate superstars. Properties 
in IRB simply aren’t priced for the entry-level millennial 
segment…especially in a seller’s market. (One trend to 
watch however: Millennials who have been stockpiling 
money, waiting longer to buy a home, may be able to 
afford a lower-priced, non-waterfront home in IRB.) Also, 
approximately 40% of IRB’s 2016 sales were cash, further 
reducing the impact of interest rates on local sales. 
Real estate prices are determined by two things: supply 
and demand. We have the demand alright; it’s the supply 
we continue to lack. Fewer listings is somewhat of a 
double-edged sword. It’s responsible for prices increasing 
but also the reason overall sales volume isn’t what it 
could be or should be. Of the 78 properties currently on 
the market, 30 of them have been listed four months or 
longer…meaning not much new blood being pumped 
into the pipeline.
At the end of 2016, the Pinellas Realtor(R)

 Organization 
summed up November saying: “This month’s statistics 
could beat out that sweet red bike in the running for the 
best present Santa ever brought you.” And December 
followed suit. Hopefully the year-end momentum will 
exchange the red bicycle for a Harley and roll through 
2017.
Sources: My Florida Regional MLS

Real Estate News
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By David Hastings, Eckerd College
Most of us have seen plastic garbage floating in the ocean, 
in Tampa Bay, and in our rivers. It looks bad and can cause 
harm to fish, birds, turtles, and marine mammals that try to 
eat it, or get caught in it. But what about plastic so small that 
we can’t see it with the naked eye? the 
Recently, students from Eckerd College sailed aboard a 
Florida Institute of Oceanography (FIO) vessel as part of their 
Oceanography class. Students sampled the water, sediments, 
and large and small organisms that live in Tampa Bay. This 
includes the microscopic plankton that makes up the base of 
the Tampa Bay food web. 
Three years ago some keen students noticed a brightly colored 
piece of - plastic in the view of their dissecting microscope. 
Not just one, but several, then in all of their samples 
throughout Tampa Bay. What was the plastic doing there? 
How much is there? Does it change from one place to another, 
or over time?  The students decided to include counting the 
microplastics into their project. 
As it turns out, Tampa Bay is not unique. The discovery of 
abundant microplastics in our oceans and waterways has 
highlighted plastic waste as a significant threat to the health 
of our estuaries. Microplastics result from the breakdown of 
larger plastics and fishing line, from laundry lint or plastic 
microbeads added to cosmetic products. Some marine species 
consume these microplastics, which can cause digestive 
blockages. Toxic chemicals stick to the plastic, which can also 
impact the health of filter feeders such as clams, oysters, 
shrimp, and some fish. 
While most of the microplastics are small fibers, students 
find an occasional plastic microbead in their samples. 

These are likely 
from a variety of 
cosmetics, including 
facial scrubs and 
toothpaste, which use 
plastic microbeads, 
that last a long time 
in the environment, 
and do not break 
down easily. Particles 
which degrade easily 
can be used in place 
of these plastic microbeads.
Since students first noticed the microplastics in their samples, 
another group of students noticed that there is are unique 
bacteria associated with the plastic surfaces. What are the 
bacteria doing on the plastic? Are they breaking it down? 
Using it as a free ride in Tampa Bay? The studies are 
generating more questions than answers, and that’s just what 
good science does. 
Getting aboard the FIO ships and into Tampa Bay for 
this research cruise is a remarkable introduction to an 
outstanding natural field laboratory where students can start to 
understand marine systems, whether it’s counting plankton or 
microplastics. Who knows what will they find next!?!? 
This topic discussed in more detail at the January 19th IRB 
Boat Club meeting when one of Eckerd College’s professors 
involved in these studies, will be the guest speaker. Everyone 
is welcome to attend. The meeting will be inside Jimmy 
Guana’s at the Holiday Inn Harborside. Happy Hour begins 
at 6pm, with the meeting at 7pm.

PLASTICS AND PLANKTON IN TAMPA BAY
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MEET YOUR CANDIDATES
The City of Indian Rocks Beach will hold a non-partisan municipal general election on March 14, 2017. There are two 
City Commission seats open and four people are running for election. The two with the most votes will be elected and 
sworn in at the March 28th City Commission meeting. Two candidates are incumbents and the other two are newcomers 
to the political world. We asked each of them to tell us a little about themselves. Here are their responses:

TERRY HAMILTON-WOLLIN
I am a fifth generation Florida native 
and a 22-year resident of Indian Rocks 
Beach. Serving my fifth term as a City 
Commissioner (and presently the Vice 
Mayor), I have recently been elected 
as President of the Barrier Islands 
Governmental Council (Big-C) after 9 
years serving on the Council.
I am the commissioner who is known 
for listening more than she talks. I 
am a lifetime member of Action2000 
and the Indian Rocks Beach Historical 
Society. I ran the local YMCA branch, 

I am a member of Friends of the Library, and I coordinate 
“Kinderfest” for the kids each year during Oktoberfest
I have lived a life of service including as a founder and board 
president of The Spring of Tampa Bay. I was appointed to the 
Hillsborough County Commission on the Status of Women by then 
Commissioner Betty Castor, and the State of Florida Commission 
on the Status of Women by then Governor, Reuben Askew.
I am a committed environmentalist and animal lover. I have 
fought for our beach renourishment dollars, and saved the 
Osprey whose nest you see north of the IRB bridge. I once 
threatened to greet bulldozers chained to 3 grand oaks 
being removed to make way for a parking lot.
If you are happy with where you live, I will appreciate your 
consideration.

PHILLIP J. HANNA
Hanna is a current Indian Rocks 
Beach sitting Commissioner, and 
is a licensed Realtor with Coastal 
Properties Group International. 
He has served on the 
Commission since 2009, and 
has played an integral part in 
bringing IRB back from a severe 
financial crises, to a debt free 
city that is extremely financially 
sound. As a businessman, 
and former US Army officer, 
Hanna understands the importance of leadership, cost 
containment, and making decisions based on facts.
“We have accomplished a great deal over the last seven 
years resulting in a better quality of life for our citizens, 
and we have done so without raising the millage rate. 
We were actually able to lower the mill rate this year, 
in part, by operating leanly, and having an incredible 
staff and management team in place,” Hanna said. 
His vision over the next two years is to follow the five 
year Capital Improvements Plan, which includes, the 
building of a new community center, the completion 
of the pocket park at the city’s entrance, working on 
slated infrastructure improvements, and to continue to 
deliver results beyond our citizen’s expectations. He and 
his wife, Nan, have been Indian Rocks Beach residents 
since 1991.

PHILIP M. WROBEL
Most folks know Wrobel as the 
2006-2015 past president/vice-
president of the Indian Rocks 
Beach Homeowners Assn. A 
licensed independent insurance 
agent since 2011, he operates an 
office in Indian Rocks Beach.
Wrobel has been active in the 
community since he, and his 
wife, Jane, moved to Indian 
Rocks in 1997. He has served on 

various citizen committees and has regularly attended City 
Commission meetings for nearly two decades. 
Originally from Detroit, in his early career, Wrobel worked at 
General Motors where he was appointed as a management/
union facilitator. He relocated to Florida in 1988, where he 
worked in radio as a weekend on-air personality in addition 
to marketing and promotional duties. From 1997-2003, 
he was an advertising executive for Time Warner and left to 
launch his own advertising agency in 2003. Over an 18-year 
span, Wrobel also worked part-time as district coordinator 
for the State of Florida Boxing Commission, handling local 
promotions as well as HBO and Showtime events.
Phil Wrobel is anxious to use his business experience, love of 
IRB, years of community service and in-depth knowledge of 
communications to serve the people of Indian Rocks Beach 
as their voice on the IRB City Commission. 

HOPE WYANT
There is no place like home. 
Indian Rocks Beach is the Best 
place on Earth to live, raise a 
family, work, and play. I have 
been a resident in the Tampa 
Bay Area for 21 years and 
since 2010, I have lived in 
Indian Rocks Beach with my 
sons Zackery and Nickolas. 
I am a small business owner 
here in IRB. I established 
ZEN Massage & Yoga 5 years ago, on nothing but faith. 
Today I am very proud and grateful of our growth. 
Both of my sons play baseball so naturally I became 
a member of the West Pinellas Little League Board. I 
served on the board for 4 years. I was elected President 
in 2013 and again in 2014. WPLL was operating with 
a deficit. While serving as the President, we became 
fiscally responsible. I developed a wonderful relationship 
with the city of Indian Rocks Beach and the community. 
I have a degree from St. Pete College in Architectural 
Design and Building, with an emphasis on Historical 
Preservation. My focus is to ensure that our city works 
together to protect our beautiful beaches by keeping our 
parks litter free, continuing beach re-nourishment, and 
to preserve our home for future generations.
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STEFANO’S LEAVING 
THE BEACH Stefano’s 
Italian Restaurant is closing 
in January - but they plan 
to reopen nearby in Largo. 
The building has been 
sold and they have to be 
out immediately. “We are 
close to signing a deal 
for another space near 
Indian Rocks, just across 
the bridge,” says restaurant 
owner Stephan Stryzinski. 

The last weekend for dinner at Stefano’s will be January 
7 & 8 and they will close Monday, the 9th. You can call 
them at 595-8444. 
SECOND SLYCE OPENING 
Slyce Pizza Bar has been  
building a new store in 
Madeira Beach and it is 
ready to open soon. But have 
no fear, they are not closing 
the Indian Rocks location. 
The second store is located 
on the mainland, at Madeira 
Shopping Center on 150th 
Ave between McDonalds 
and Publix.  You can even 
go by boat and dock at the 
McDonald’s docks. They 
hope to open the second 
week of January.  

NEW SPORTS 
BAR The old Beef-
O-Brady’s in Largo 
has reopened as 
Tailgator’s Sports Bar 
and Pub. New owner 
Jason Wold opened 
the Pub in mid-
December. Inside, he 
left much of the design 
and existing fixtures. 
The small meeting 

room for club meetings and private functions is also still 
there. The main difference is their menu as the specialty 
is pizza. The pub’s homemade dough recipe is from 
Chicago, and they offer small, medium, large and extra 
large pizzas from $7.95 to $12.95 with added toppings. 
Stop in and check them out at 13847 Walsingham Rd., 
behind the Chase Bank and McDonalds. You can call 
ahead at 330-6999.  
BRING YOUR PARTY HERE Belleair Bluffs’ Bonefish 
Grill says they are the perfect place to bring your out of 
town guests and large groups. They can handle up to 40 
people comfortably, and you know they will enjoy it. They 
are now open for lunch, too.  
OCEAN HAI AT THE WYNDHAM When the Wyndham 
Grand opens this month it will include this upscale 
Clearwater Beach restaurant. Their new menu will have 
an Asian Fusion flair, inside and outside seating and 
views of the gulf and Pier 60. They will also feature sushi. 
Visit WyndhamGrandClearwater.com. 

Bar & Restaurant News
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GALLACE OWNER TURNS 80 
Pompeo Gallace patriarch of the 
Gallace family was born in 1936 
- 80 years ago in Calabria, Italy. 
He moved to New York in 1952. 
After working for a large movie 
company, he and his wife Alice 
moved to Florida and opened 
Davincias, a pizza and pasta 
emporium. Eight years later, 
he opened the very successful 
Gallacea’s in Indian Shores. 
When son Luigi joined the restaurant business in 1995, 
they moved tinto a recently closed IRB Circle K store at 
the top of the Narrows. They named the new restaurant 
Villa Gallace, meaning “The Gallace home.” Villa 
Gallace, known as one of the beach’s premier Italian 
restaurants, is located at 109 Gulf Blvd. Call 596-0200 
for reservations or to wish Pompeo a Happy Birthday. 

CRABBY 
BILL’S VOTED 
FAVORITE 
The big winner 
at this year’s 
Taste of IRB 
was Crabby 
Bill’s. For the 
first time, they 
allowed festival 
goers to vote via 
text message for 

their favorite booth. With over 25% of the votes, Crabby 
Bill’s all Fresh from Florida menu wowed attendees. Their 
100% local seafood Taste of IRB menu included: Grilled 
Gulf Octopus, Stone Crab Sliders, Port Canaveral Royal 
Red Shrimp, Baja Grouper Tacos and Buffalo Oysters. 
The competition was fierce and tasty with incredible 
dishes from all the local restaurants. 
DINNER AND A MOVIE Studio Movie Grill has signed 
a lease as part of the new Seminole City Center Mall. 
This is going to be an in theater dining establishment that 
will be a major mall anchor. The theater will have 1,100 
seats over 11 screens. The center’s developer says, “Not 
only will our area residents have a movie theater again, 
but it will be a theater experience like they won’t find 
anywhere else in Pinellas County.” It will be outfitted with 
the latest digital projection as well as a full-service bar 
and lounge to enjoy before the movie or as a nightcap 
afterwards. The menu includes entrées, burgers, pizza, 
starters, desserts, snacks, and more. Studio Movie Grill 
has 24 locations in 10 states.  
15 YEARS AND COUNTING 
Belleair Bluffs Westshore 
Pizza is 15 years old. In the 
beginning, they were located 
in the middle of the Bonefish 
shopping center, but moved 
to the west end and expanded 
a few years ago. Cedric and 
Isabelle Leyniers bought the 
business last year. Celebrate 
with a pizza and a pitcher of 
beer from Westshore Pizza.

Bar & Restaurant News
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                     HAPPY NEW YEAR
By Karen Williams Seel, Pinellas County Commissioner
The opportunity of a new year is one of my favorite things. 
Every year we get to begin anew, full of optimism and 
hope for accomplishing that new health goal or improving 
ourselves with education, travel or spending more time with 
family. All-in-all, we want to accomplish things!
A new year is also, though, a time to look back and reflect 
on the past year. As a Pinellas County Commissioner, I am 
pleased to look back on 2016 and report a year full of 
“doing things” for the residents and visitors of our wonderful 
county. These accomplishments align with our vision to 
be the standard of public service in America and align 
with our mission to meet your needs and concerns, today 
and tomorrow. These “doing things” are guided by our 
five strategic plan goals. I am proud to provide you some 
highlights of these accomplishments.
Under our strategic plan goal of providing first class 
services, we expanded opportunities for you to directly 
connect with your county government. We held community 
work sessions throughout the county and held our annual 
Community Conversation that reached thousands of 
residents via the phone, social media and in person. We 
also launched our OpenGov website as an extension of 
our commitment to transparent government. With one 
click, residents can search any budget topic online. Visit 
pinellascounty.org/budget to access the OpenGov website.
Our strategic plan goal of fostering continual economic 
growth and vitality was supported by consistent job 
growth. For the first time in nearly a decade, the county’s 
unemployment rate dropped below 4 percent. In September 
2016, nearly 465,000 residents were employed in the 

county—that’s more than 80,000 
more jobs than at the low of the 
Great Recession in 2009.
We practiced superior environmental 
stewardship by leading the initiative 
to form a countywide wastewater/
stormwater task force. Through the 
task force, municipalities, the county 
and private utility systems have come 
together to create long-term solutions to avoid and reduce 
sanitary sewer spills, overflows and releases of wastewater 
into the environment. 
As part of our commitment to ensure public health, safety 
and welfare, the county helped nearly 1,000 residents get 
access to health services through the Bayside Health Clinic. 
The services are totally grant-funded through partnerships 
with local and state agencies.
All of these accomplishments are a reflection of our 
dedicated employees and the strong foundation of 
our strategic plan. You can read about the many other 
milestones we have achieved this year in our 2016 “Doing 
Things” Accomplishments Report, available in late January 
in print and online at www.pinellascounty.org. 
Now, it’s time to look ahead to another new year filled 
with opportunity and optimism for a bright future. I want to 
wish you a bright future and more as we work together on 
our goals for 2017. And, as always, if you see me out and 
about, please let me know what you’d like to accomplish 
this year. I truly believe that, together, we can make this the 
happiest New Year for everyone in Pinellas County.
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LIGHTS, ACTION, CAMERA!
Three local artists are 
the subjects of a TV 
documentary currently 
being shot in Indian 
Rocks Beach.
You may have noticed 
these award winning 
artists along Gulf Blvd., 
dressed in their long 
skirts, big brimmed hats 
with canvasses and easels 
in tow.
Mary Rose Holmes, 
Helen Tilston and Violetta 
Chandler have been 
stoically preserving the images of the Indian Rocks Beach 
quaint cottages for almost two decades.
Their style is a cross between Monet and the Florida 
Highwaymen; known as Plein Aire they go outdoors and paint 
landscapes for hours each day focusing on the unique homes.
Their colorful canvasses capture the nostalgia of old Florida, 
the endangered cottages and create a renewed awareness of 
the constant threat of bulldozers and big corporate hotels who 
keep trying to invade the coastal community.
The Plein Aire Cottage Artists received the Florida Preservation 
Award for Historic Preservation for their work in 2007. Since 
then, they have been selected to show in Florence, Italy, 
Ireland and this year they will head to  France, giving Indian 
Rocks Beach continued international exposure.
Now, they are the subjects of a new documentary; “Saving 
Our Cottages; Artists with a Cause” being produced by 
the Emmy Award winning production team, Lynn Marvin 
Dingfelder & Larry Wiezycki, owners of Creative on Main 
Street Studio in Tampa. “These artists are incredible. Armed 
with paintbrushes, oils and creativity they have managed to 
fight the blight of big box hotels and single handedly save the 
beach cottages” Dingfelder said. “Their passion has preserved 
unique parts of old Florida. Three women - with easels and 
oil paint!  It’s a empowering story focusing on the past, 
present and future. Something that everyone can relate to and 
celebrate. ”
The documentary debut will be in 2018 and PBS has 
expressed interest in the television rights.
If you have any stories, photos or Super8 or 8mm film footage 
of your families visits to our Florida beaches or the cottages 
you would like to share with the producer you can email her 
at: Lynn@creativeonmainstreet.com.

HOLIDAY MEALS FOR THE NEEDY
For the past 12 years, Beach Community Food Pantry at 
Calvary Episcopal Church, The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks 
Beach, Pinellas County Sheriff Office Community Policing 
Officers, Pinellas Suncoast Fire and Rescue and Publix on 
Indian Rocks Road have donated holiday meals to needy 
area families three times a year: Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
Easter. Turkeys and other dinner items are purchased at half 
price and the meals are prepared by the store.
Feeding families in need is not just a holiday project for the 
Rotary, Calvary Episcopal, and the Beaches Food Pantry. The 
Pantry is open every week, 52 weeks a year. The pantry is 
always accepting money and nonperishable food products. 
If anyone would like to help with holiday meals, or the food 
pantry, call 595-2374 or visit www.CalvaryIRB.org. 

Videographer Larry Wiezycki on location 
at Indian Rocks Beach with producer Lynn 

Marvin Dingfelder ( not shown) shooting the 
artists for several days for the documentary.
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by Bob Griffin, Publisher
Belleview Place’s groundbreaking, at the site of the Belleview Biltmore, was Thursday, November 17th. Developer Michael 
Cheezem, Belleair Mayor Gary Katica and several dignitaries used gold-plated shovels to provided the customary first shovel 
photo for the newest development in the Town of Belleair. 
The groundbreaking was the end of an era and the end of a decade of fighting over the Belleview Biltmore Hotel’s future. The 
hotel is now almost demolished, after a year of “deconstruction” work. 
“Because so much wood and many of the doors and windows were salvaged, the demolition process has been very time 
consuming,” says Jeff Parker, President of Biltmore Construction. “We are now 90% done.” 
Now it is time for “the big move.” The original five story lobby, once located on the west end of the hotel, has been saved. It was 
moved just before Christmas and will be refurbished as part of the new Belleview Inn included in the project Belleview Place. 
The company hired to execute the 120-year old structure’s move started a month earlier. They jacked up the building and 
placed computer controlled hydraulic carts under it. There were 27 of them, similar to dollies, that automatically adjust up and 
down, as the building was moved. 
The plan required them to lift the building, turn it 90 degrees and move it 320 feet to the east. The foundation where the 
building was relocated had already been prepared.
Things went as scheduled and the move happened the week before Christmas and was completed by Christmas Day. New 
construction should start shortly with a totally remodeled and reimagined Belleview Inn 
The Inn, which will be a small boutique hotel, will be the centerpiece of the Belleview Place community, and features a unique 
collection of amenities, including the community’s resort-style pool, Tiffiany room for smaller functions, Masie’s Market, a 
History Room with artifacts and information about the hotel’s history, and a Grand Lawn.
JMC has committed $13 million to move and renovate the 38,000 square foot structure. The Queen Anne style Victorian Inn will 
be available to Belleview Place residents as well as the hotel guests. It will set the stage for a new age of elegance in Belleair. 
The first residences, expected to be ready for occupancy May of 2018 will be in the section of the development called The 
Alamanda. The six story condominium building will have four resident floors over two levels of parking. Units vary from 1,724 
to 3,676 square feet. Prices begin in the mid-$600,000s. 

“Public sales of the condominiums and the 
carriage homes have already begun. In 
fact, over 50% of the first phase units, in The 
Alamanda, are already sold. No other new 
home community in Florida boasts such a 
fascinating and treasured history with such 
a unique combination of amenities,” stated 
Michael Cheezem, CEO, JMC Communities. 
For sales information visit www.BelleviewPlace.
com, the sales center at 275 Belleview 
Boulevard or call 469-7070 to speak to a 
sales associate. 
Much of the heart of pine flooring is 
available through South End Reclaimed and 
Anderson Lumber. Visit these web sites for 
more details: www.SouthEndReclaimed.com 
or HCAndersonLumber.com. Architectural 
Salvage is still available at Schiller’s Salvage 
in Tampa www.SchillersSalvage.com.

MOVING THE BILTMORE LEADS TO THE BELLEVIEW INN
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BEACH ZONE 
CONSTRUCTION Work 
continues on the Beach 
Zone shopping center 
south of the CVS store. 
Owned by Steve Luper, 
the owner of several 
Beach Zone beach stores 
(including one in John’s 
Pass and another in St 
Pete Beach), the new site 

may have as many as five new stores Of course one will be 
a Beach Zone. The other four spaces are for lease and may 
be combined into larger spaces if needed. The hope is for a 
small restaurant or deli but no spaces have been leased yet. 
Construction is expected to be completed by mid Spring. 
MORE CHANGES AT THE BAKERY Sweet IRB became 
The Bakery late last year. Now, it is becoming It’s Your 
Day Bakery and Cafe and has new owners, Mary and 
Day Toll. The new owners already own It’s Your Day 
Catering. They plan to combine the catering, bakery and 
an expanded café concept at the IRB location and will 
offer a larger breakfast and lunch menu. Sweet IRB owner 
Melissa Dotson says she is moving forward with another 
venture exploring the creative side of baking and culinary 
arts. She will continue to interact with the It’s Your Day 
Bakery and Café, but will also have a day job in her 
prior profession in the Tech World. “There will not be any 
major changes,” says Melissa. “The staff, retail, wholesale 
and other offerings will continue to be there.” It’s Your 
Day Bakery and Café is located at 311 Gulf Blvd, next to 
Slyce Pizza.  

20 YEARS OF 
PEST CONTROL 
Tammy and Dana 
McCutchan, 
owners and 
operators of 
Island Pest Control 
Services, started 
their Indian Rocks 
Beach business in  
1996. Originally 
from Indiana, 

they moved to Cape Coral, FL  in 1985. The next year, 
they relocated to  Largo when Tammy started working for 
Ace Pest Control. A year later, they moved to Indian Rocks 
Beach, which had always been their dream.
Ace was eventually bought by Pest Sheild, and Tammy spent 
nine years working for the two companies, before deciding 
to start her own business in 1996. Island Pest Control 
Services was officially incorporated in 2011.
Tammy holds the pest control license and Dana holds the 
lD card to help with the business. They have established a 
great clientele in the areas of Indian Rocks Beach, Belleair 
Beach, Belleair Bluffs, Largo, Clearwater and Seminole. 
They do not advertise much, because most of their clients 
come from referrals from their existing clientele.
If you have pest control needs, call them at 727-452-2819.
If there is a service in need that Island Pest Control Services 
does not provide such as termites, shrubs or lawns. Tammy 
can help find the right company for you.

Business Briefs
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HISTORY 
FOR SALE 
A part of old 
Indian Rocks 
Beach is for 
sale. Granger 
House at 610 
Gulf Blvd. is 
named after 
one of its 
last owners, 
Beverly Ann 
Granger, who 
bought the 
property in 
1994. Built 
in 1906, 
for the past two decades, it has been a quaint, old-style 
beachfront  hotel. It is thought to be one of the oldest 
structures in Indian Rocks Beach. 
Beverly Granger, who converted the property into an 
income producing hotel lived there with Richard (Dick) 
Schaal. Dick was an actor, writer and first generation 
member of Second City out of Chicago. He was best 
known for his recurring appearances on The Dick Van 
Dyke Show in the 1960s, The Mary Tyler Moore Show in 
the ‘70s, then on its spin-offs Phyllis and Rhoda starring 
Valerie Harper. He was also in several movies, such as, 
Slaughterhouse Five (1972). 
Dick married Valerie Harper in 1964 and lived in New 
York until they divorced in 1978. After moving to Indian 
Rocks Beach, he founded and directed an improvisational 
cabaret theater. He underwent spinal surgery in the late 
1990s and was relegated to a motorized wheel chair. He 
could regularly be seen rolling up and down Gulf Blvd. 
and attending city commission meetings. 
In 2009, Beverly died of breast cancer. Dick passed 
away in 2014 at 86. The property is currently owned by 
Beverly’s son who lives out of state and decided to sell.
Listed at $2.4 million, Granger House is directly on 
the sands of Indian Rocks Beach. It has a lagoon-style 
swimming pool and a hot tub. It is a four-unit inn and 
accommodates 10 to 18 people when used as a full 
house rental—with 1 and 2 bedroom suites and 2 studio 
cottages. The rooms have pine wood floors, French 
doors, breezy balconies and additional private Jacuzzis. 
Julie Folden of Coastal Properties Group in Indian Rocks 
Beach is the listing agent. Reach her at 460-7462  
NEW MANAGER 
The Indian Rocks Road 
Publix Grocery Store 
has a new manager, 
Crystal Marlow. This 
Publix is our closest 
store and helps the 
Rotary with their Holiday 
Food Giveaways at 
Easter, Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. Crystal 
comes to our store from 
the downtown St Pete 
store. 

Business Briefs
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             2017- A LOOK AHEAD 
by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group
It is often said that the only two things certain in life are death and taxes. To that we might add a third 
certainty…uncertainty. This is especially true for 2017 as we enter with a Republican in the White House and 
Republicans controlling both houses of Congress. Let us share some thoughts about 2017.
Tax reform at both the corporate and individual levels is likely. However, President Trump will not get his 
way entirely as he must contend with some members of both parties. Thus, compromising will be necessary. 
The likely outcome is lower tax rates. ObamaCare is probably going to be repealed and replaced, but the 
provision precluding insurance companies from excluding pre-existing conditions will likely be part of the 
new bill as will insuring children up to age 26.
Military spending will go up under the new administration, but Democrats will want some concessions for going along. This will 
be good for defense contractors. Infrastructure spending will also likely increase, but Mr. Trump will not get the $1 trillion over 
the next ten years that he “promised” during the campaign. Construction companies will be the main benefactor. This spending 
will not kick in until 2018, however. 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) will be better than 2016, but probably will not exceed 3%. A recession is unlikely. The equity 
markets will probably post a single digit increase and the bond market (because of rising interest rates) could experience a 
negative total return for the year.
Employment numbers should continue to be good, but not as robust as they have been the past few years, and the 
unemployment number is likely to drift downward. With increased government spending, higher energy prices, and increasing 
wages, the threat of higher inflation could be a drag on the economy. This might cause the Fed to increase interest rates faster 
than anticipated.
In short, there are many reasons to be cautiously optimistic. Do not overreact to events in the short run. Instead take a long 
term view. If you would like to stay abreast of our thoughts, please go to our website (Provise.com) and ask to have the ProVise 
Bullets sent to you semi-monthly via email and/or take advantage of our complimentary one hour consultation to discuss how 
2017 and beyond might affect your financial planning. 

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chairman and CEO
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756
727-441-9022, info@provise.com

Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise Management Group, LLC. 
The information herein is general and educational in nature and should not be considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and regulations are complex and are subject to change
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BOUTIQUE TURNS 30 On 
December 8, longtime Nicole 
Boutique owner, Wanda Matuska 
celebrated 30 years of fashion 
in Belleair Bluffs. Matuska has 
always been interested in clothes. 
When she was a little girl she 
designed clothes for her paper 
dolls. Her passion eventually led 
her to the world of fashion and 
sales. Matuska opened Nicole 
Boutique in 1986, the year her 
daughter Nicole was born—
hence the name. The Boutique 
continues to be a pillar of fashion 
in the heart of the Bluffs. 
Nicole Boutique is located at 2892 West Bay, in the 
Bluffs Shopping Center next to Cody’s Roadhouse Grill. 
Call them at 585-1544 for more information.  
DYNAMIC DUO Sue Thibeault and Kristine Shaw are 
teaming up to bring their passion for hair & skin care to 
Sydney & Co., The New Beginning Salon. Sue has over 
35 years of experience in the hair industry, the last 2 
years in Belleair Bluffs, and is a Master Colorist & Stylist. 
After 22 years in the U.S. Air Force, Kris is pursuing 
her passion as a Licensed Clinical Esthetician offering 
customized facials, biostimulation facial massage, 
collagen therapy, and peels. Find them at 205 Indian 
Rocks Rd. N, just north of the Bank of America building. 
Sue can be reached at 401-480-6823 and Kris at 860-
818-3870.  They offer gift certificates for the holidays 
along with introductory discounts for new clients! 
BELLEAIR BARRE OPENS This new fitness studio 
opened in Belleair Bluffs at 760 Indian Rocks Road. 
Owner and trainer Corrine Argenziano is a trained 
ballet dancer, nationally certified dance instructor and a 
certified personal trainer. “I have been teaching dance 
for over 20 years,” Corrine says. “I have been teaching 
Barre Fitness classes for the past 6 years. I reopened 
this shop with the plan to provide more than just barre 
classes,” she continues. “I plan to offer classes in dance 
fitness, Barre, adult ballet, butts and guts, stretch and 
yoga. We plan to offer wellness seminars and weightloss 
classes in the near future.” Belleair Barre will hold an 
official grand opening and ribbon cutting on January 
19 at 5:30pm. Refreshments will be served. Stop by 
the studio to try your first Barre class for free. For more 
information, call her at 336-2376. Check them out at 
www.BelleairBarre.com.  
NEW AESTHETICIAN AT 
RADIANCE Radiance Medspa, 
is proud to have Linda Rhodes, 
Medical Aesthetician join their 
award winning staff.  She 
brings over 10 years experience 
to Radiance Medspa and will be 
providing patients HydraFacials, 
Microdermabrasions, Chemical 
Peels, SkinMedica Consultations 
and Ultherapy treatments. Get more information on 
Radiance at www.RadianceMedSpa.com. 

Business Briefs



INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTERpage 24

RED CROSS DISASTER RELIEF: BRINGING HELP AND HOPE
When Hurricane Matthew barreled up the East Coast in 
October, the American Red Cross was on the ground and 
ready to respond. Whether it was providing a safe place to 
stay, a hot meal, a warm blanket, or a shoulder to lean on, the 
Red Cross was there.
Months after the devastating storm, residents from Florida to 
the Carolinas are still picking up the pieces in the hardest hit 
areas. It will take time for people to rebuild their lives and 
homes, but with the power of volunteers and the generosity of 
donors, the work of the Red Cross continues to help.
“Volunteers are the heart of the Red Cross,” said Linda Jorge 
Carbone, CEO of the American Red Cross Central Florida 
Region and the Tampa Bay Chapter. “They are the hands 
and feet that deliver our mission every single day. They are 
neighbors helping neighbors, whether the skies are blue or 
grey. We couldn’t do what we do without them.”
More than 35 Red Cross volunteers from Pinellas County 
answered the call to help fellow Floridians in their time of need. 
St. Petersburg resident Charles White volunteered at a local 
Red Cross shelter, then traveled to the East Coast of Florida to 
help residents of some of the hardest hit communities as they 
returned home after the storm had passed.
“Time is the most valuable thing a person can give,” White 
said. “Everyone needs help at some point, and people should 
not have to experience a disaster or recovery alone.”
Recovering from a disaster can be a confusing, emotionally 
draining and complicated process. Safety Harbor residents 
Lou and Fran Abilock knew they could help. The husband and 
wife team are Red Cross caseworkers, trained to help people 
create recovery plans, navigate paperwork, and locate help 
from other agencies and community resources. The Abilocks 

call their efforts “incredibly 
rewarding” and encourage 
others to get involved.
Lou explains: “When we turn 
on the evening news, too 
often we see natural disasters 
that affect our neighbors. Our 
hearts go out to them but what 
can we do? To change our 
compassion into meaningful 
action requires training. This is 
where the Red Cross comes in. If you want to help people 
recover from disasters, the Red Cross can provide the training 
and organization for you to make a meaningful contribution.”
In Florida alone, the Red Cross mobilized 1,500 disaster relief 
workers -- over 90 percent of whom were volunteers. These 
heroes delivered help and hope to thousands of Floridians who 
needed shelter, food, water, clean-up supplies and emotional 
support. To learn more about volunteer opportunities in disaster 
preparedness or recovery, visit redcross.org/centralflorida and 
click on “Volunteer” on the left side of the page.
The Red Cross depends on donations to provide immediate 
relief for disasters. Help Floridians and others in the U.S. 
affected by Hurricane Matthew by visiting redcross.org, calling 
1-800-RED CROSS, or texting the word MATTHEW to 90999 
to make a $10 donation.
The American Red Cross, a not-for-profit organization, shelters, 
feeds and provides emotional support to victims of disasters. They 
supply about 40% of the nation’s blood, teach skills that save 
lives, provide international humanitarian aid, and support military 
members and their families. For information, visit redcross.org or 
cruzrojaamericana.org, or follow them on Twitter at @RedCross.
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200 ISSUES AND COUNTING
This is the 200th issue of our 
Neighborhood Newsletters. That 
is certainly a milestone with only 
two employees, and it all started 
here in Indian Rocks Beach. While 
this is our 65th Indian Rocks issue, 
when you combine all the issues 
we have done in our other cities 
(41 in Downtown St. Petersburg, 
52 in Belleair, and 42 issues in 
Clearwater Beach) it totals 200! 
And each has been individually 
designed for its community. 
Our plan is always to provide you 
with local information and a touch of history. We know you 
want to know about upcoming events, new restaurants and 
businesses, plus what’s happening in nearby communities. 
In addition, we have always invited local non-profits and 
government officials to contribute their news too. 
We must thank you, our readers. Without your support of 
our advertisers, there would not be a newsletter as they pay 
our printing and mailing costs. 
We hope you enjoy our 200th issue. You can view them 
all online at www.BeachNewsletters.com. While you are 
there, take our survey and tell us how we can improve our 
Newsletters so we have 200 more!

WHY INSURE YOUR HOME?
by Phil Wrobel
More times than not, your home is your #1 financial 
investment - it is important to properly protect that investment. 
Homeowners insurance provides that financial protection. 
A standard policy insures the home itself and the things in 
it. It is a package policy, it covers damage to your property, 
and your liability or legal responsibility for any injuries and 
property damage you or members of your family cause to 
other people. 
Why do you need homeowners insurance?
• If your home was destroyed by fire or damaged by a 
natural disaster, you’d need money to repair or replace it. 
• If a guest in your home is injured, liability protection and 
medical coverage help pay expenses. 
• If you are a victim of theft and vandalism, it can reimburse 
you for your loss or pay for repairs. 
• If you still owe on your home, your lender will require 
insurance. 
It is important to know that homeowners insurance is meant 
to cover unexpected damage, not routine maintenance. An 
insurance agent can help guide you through the process. 
Good questions to ask are:
• What discounts are available? 
• How much will it cost to rebuild my house and replace 
my belongings? (Ask your agent to talk you through your 
home’s features and the things you own so you can make an 
informed decision about coverage.) 
• Does the insurance company have a reputation for 
customer service? Is it known for paying claims fairly and 
promptly? 
• What’s the process for filing and settling a claim? 
At Florida Best Quote Insurance we only deal with “A” rated carriers, 
we are located here on the beach and specialize in knowing, and 
finding, discounts that are applicable in coastal areas. Give me 
a call at 727-596-9999, or stop by our office anytime - 500 2nd 
street, suite 2, IRB.



INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTERpage 26

ROTARY CLUB OF INDIAN ROCKS BEACH 
Submitted by Katrina Vargas 
The Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) recognized 
The Rotary Foundation with its annual Award for Outstanding 
Foundation. The judges cited Rotary’s campaign to eradicate 
polio as a major reason it was selected. Jason Lee, AFP 
president and CEO stated, “While almost everyone is familiar 
with Rotary, not everyone may realize just how much of an 
impact The Rotary Foundation has had on countless people 
and communities across the globe. All of us at AFP are 
honored to be able to recognize The Rotary Foundation as 
our 2016 Outstanding Foundation.” Also recognized was the 
methodical, purposeful approach Rotary utilizes to support 
a wide variety of causes, from making clean water available 
to educating the next generation of peace professionals who 
provide Service Above Self.
The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach along with the Rotary 
Club of Largo supports the Inaugural Interact Club at Largo 
High School. Interact offers a platform in which students can 
take part in hands-on community services projects, develop 
leadership skills, and make international connections. 
The14th annual “Big Game Raffle” was held in December. 
The Grand Prize winner was Linda Torres of New York City 
who won 2 tickets to professional football’s biggest game, 
four nights lodging and $1000 cash. The second prize 
winner was Amy Bean, of St. Albans, VT who won $1000. 
The third prize winner was Michelle McFarlane of Largo, 
who won $500. This is our club’s largest fundraiser, and has 
helped support many projects over the years. Thanks to all 
who supported our efforts.
January 13th  is the dictionary donations and distribution to 
third graders at Oakhurst Elementary. Some future events 
planned include social events, the Fight for Air Climb 
through the  American Lung Association and the Annual 
Pancake Breakfast in April.  
The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach meets at Jimmy Guana’s 
Holiday Inn Harborside at 401 2nd Street in Indian Rocks Beach. 
For information visit indian-rocks-rotary.org or our Facebook page. 
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY            
Submitted by Joe Gillespie
We are accepting applications for the new librarian and 
hope to interview in early January. Tina resigned because 
her boyfriend who lives in Ireland cannot find a job here. 
They thought he would move to the U.S., but as it did not 
work out, she is moving back to Ireland.  She hated to 
leave and we all hate to see her go.
The library has re-opened to rave reviews and includes:
• All the new bestsellers - both fiction and non-fiction
• A good selection of movies on DVDs
• Nice selection of large print books
• A large children’s section with books, movies and 

interactive toys
• Five computers for patron use
• Printing, copying and scanning availability
• A used books - 25 cent paperbacks, $1-$3 hardbacks
• Daily Tampa Bay Times & Sunday New York Times
BEACH COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY
BCFP, located in the Calvary Episcopal Church building, 1615 
1st St, IRB welcomes anyone who would like to know more 
about our mission to help those struggling with life’s basic 
needs. Contact David Kline (727-418-1673 or kline22@
tampabay.rr.com). Experience is not required, just a desire to 
make a difference in someone’s life.

Organizational News...
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Organizational News...
TED IRWIN MEMORIAL YOUTH SAILATHON 
Second Annual Ted Irwin Memorial Youth Sailathon to Feed 
the Hungry brought 28 young sailors, ages 8-16, to Indian 
Rocks Beach for a four hour “sailing marathon” in support 
of the Beach Community Food Pantry at Calvary Episcopal 
Church. The young sailors represented Indian Rocks Family 
Sailing Association, Clearwater Yacht Club, and Dunedin 
Youth Sailing. The result of their efforts was more $5,000 in 
sponsorship donations collected and presented to the Food 
Pantry. All funds raised will bring much needed food to hungry 
families in Pinellas County. For the young sailors, this event 
was their way of giving back to the community and “paying it 
forward” in service to their neighbors.  
The event was organized and run by the Indian Rocks Family 
Sailing Association with support  from Pinellas Suncoast Fire 
and Rescue, the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary,  and 
Clearwater Yacht Club. The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks 
Beach served as principal sponsor,  and food for the kids and 
volunteers that day was provided by Publix Supermarket Indian 
Rocks Road and St Pete Bagels.
IRB HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 
Submitted by Laura Hall
Homeowners Happy Hours continue at the following: 
January 12 – Crabby Bills  •  February 9 – Slyce Pizza Bar
and are held on the second Thursday of each month. Catch 
up on what’s going on in Indian Rocks, visit with friends and 
neighbors and enjoy free appetizers and special drink prices 
while you show your support for our local restaurants. 
Guppy’s Gallop – Registration opens January 1st for our 
2017 Guppy’s Gulfside Gallop event. The race takes place 
on the beach on Saturday, February 18!  For early registration 
and more information go to www.irbhome.com. 
Movie’s in the Park – Community movie nights with 
Country Day Schools continue Thursday, January 19 and 
Thursday, February 23 in the field beside Country Day School 
located at 206 23rd Avenue in IRB. Bring your blankets and 
enjoy a movie in the great outdoors! Popcorn and soft drinks 
will be available for sale. Check our website and Facebook 
page for movie listings and details.  
Meet the Candidates – Mark your calendar for the 2017 
Meet the Candidates Night on Tuesday, January 31 at 
7pm. Local residents will have a chance to hear what the 
candidates for Commissioner have to say about serving the 
community. Visit our website and Facebook page for location 
and details. 
We want to thank the Volunteers and the Community for the 
support that we received in 2016. The money raised from our 
events is donated back to the Indian Rocks Beach community 
to fund projects.  
HOA 2016 donations/sponsorships include: Indian Rocks 
Beach Food Pantry, Friends of IRB Library, Beach Art Center, 
Spring City Employee Luncheon, Flag Retirement Ceremony, 
Senior Softball Team, Youth Mission and Education Programs, 
City of IRB Pocket Park Signage and Flag Pole, Grace House, 
Shepard’s Village, Families of MacDill and Community Movie 
Nights.
IRB Homeowners Association loves putting on our community 
events and supporting local projects. We welcome your 
project suggestions and encourage you to visit our website to 
submit your ideas and recommendations. The opportunity to 
get involved and volunteer is open to everyone!
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ACTION 2000 INDIAN ROCKS BEACH       
Submitted by Tim Shear
Action 2000 is delighted to have assisted the City of Indian 
Rocks Beach with $41,000 in funding for a pergola & 
welcome sign for the new Pocket Park at the 5th Avenue 
Beach Access. This will be an impressive approach into 
our community and add to the beautification along 
Gulf Boulevard. In 2016 Action 2000 has committed 
over $80,000 in funding for various projects in Indian 
Rocks Beach, from Key West bus shelters to gardens and 
landscaping.
In 2017, we will continue with service Saturdays to maintain 
our beach accesses and gardens, dates will be posted on 
our website and Facebook page.
Each month we meet at the Beach Arts Center on the 
second Monday at 6:30PM to discuss, plan and implement 
projects benefiting IRB, everyone is very welcome. 
Action 2000 Indian Rocks Beach (A2K) seeks to transform 
the Gulf Boulevard Corridor and other adjacent 
commercial, tourist and residential areas into vital, thriving, 
attractive and desirable areas within which to live, conduct 
business, shop, dine, recreate & vacation. 
Visit irbaction2000.com or on Facebook - Action2000IRB. 

Action 2000 - Where Action is the Attraction!
BEACH ART CENTER
Submitted by Danice Sarcone
Call for artists - they ar looking for art—a sculpture. This 
will be a new sculpture placed at the front door in the 
fountain area. The finished work will sit on a base that is 
permanently submerged. The finished size will be roughly 
12-24” wide and 30” high. The subject should be wildlife 
with a friendly or humorous look. It must be designed 
with internal workings for water as it is to be a working 
fountain. Preference will be given to current members.
If you are interested in designing it, call 596-4331 or 
email them at BAC.ArtCommittee@Gmail.com.
The Beach Art Center continues to focus on a vision of 
honoring our history and building our future. 2016 ended 
with many renewed and new relationships in the community, 
highlighting the importance of creative expression, whether 
it’s a dream for the inexperienced, a goal for the novice, or 
a passion for the accomplished. 
2017 begins with our schedule of traditional classes in 
painting and pottery, an expanded schedule of our Art on 
the Rocks workshops, and a brand-new intro series for 
those who have never painted. If you’ve always wanted to 
paint but don’t know where to start, register for “What’s 
My Medium,” a 4-part intro that will allow you to complete 
a mini project in each of the traditional mediums (acrylic, 
oil and watercolor), so you can feel and see the difference 
before investing in supplies or traditional classes. The series 
also introduces new artists to composition and color theory
Join us for our first Gallery Opening Reception of the 
year on January 13th from 6-8pm, featuring the works of 
members past and present. The community is encouraged 
to contact the Beach Art Center if you have a special work 
of original members you would like exhibited. See details at 
www.BeachArtCenter.org/call-for-artists.

Organizational News
SECOND TIME AROUNDERS                                  
Their 35th year is about to begin, with the first rehearsal 
on Tuesday, February 7th. They are always looking for new 
members and sponsors. In 2017, they will perform locally 
in the Chasco Parade in Pasco County and the St. Patrick’s 
Parade in Ybor City.
This is an all-volunteer marching band. Call 322-4778 or 
get more information at SecondTimeArounders.com. 
FRIENDS OF IRB DOG PARK
Submitted by Wendell Schott 
With the returning snowbirds in recent months we have seen a 
lot of familiar faces and wagging tails at the recently renovated 
IRB Dog Park. Many people and their canine friends did not 
know when they left late last winter that they would be returning 
to a Pooch Paradise. Friends had a convertible with some of our 
favorite canines in the holiday parade, on a sunny and unusually 
warm December afternoon. Please be sure to read the bulletin 
board inside the park to see some of the activities that we have 
participated in, upcoming happenings and articles of interest.
We are looking for a Chairperson to be in charge of a booth at 
this year’s Winterfest, which will be 2 weeks later than last year’s 
stormy Fest. The Chairperson would have helpers who have 
volunteered to assist. It’s a fun event for all as our dogs dress 
up in their best winter gear and creative costumes. If you are 
interested in helping, or better yet being the Chairperson, please 
contact Steve Aussem, SteveAussem@msn.com.  Winterfest will 
be held at Calvary Episcopal Church on Saturday, February 18, 
2017 from 10am to 4pm.  We hope to see you and your furry 
friends there. See our bulletin board for an update. Wishing you 
all a healthy, happy New Year!
IRB BOAT CLUB                           
The new 2017 calendar has been updated online and may 
be downloaded at IRBboatclub.com. January 21 is the first 
event of 2017 with the Annual Afternoon at The Pub in Indian 
Shores. February 11 is the ever popular brunch at Island Way 
Grill and March 18-19 is the Caladesi Island Marina day trip 
and overnight for those that want to stay. 
The Club has informational meetings with guest speakers 
at Jimmy Guana’s (Holiday Inn Harborside) monthly, on the 
third Thursday, September through April. The next meeting is 
January 19th. Social hour is 6pm and meetings begin at 7. 
The guest speaker, from Eckerd College, is Lara Milligan. She 
will be speaking about microplastics in the ocean.
Recently, students from Eckerd College sailed aboard a 
Florida Institute of Oceanography (FIO) vessel as part of their 
Oceanography class. Students sample the water, sediments, 
and large and small organisms that live in Tampa Bay. She will 
be talking about their findings. Everyone is welcome, it is not 
just for Indian Rocks residents or club members. 
The Boat Club, which gives boat owners an excuse to use their 
boats, is free to join and you do not have to live in Indian 
Rocks Beach. To get involved, call Bob Griffin at 517-1997 or 
e-mail Bob@IRBboatclub.com. Visit www.IRBboatclub.com. 
NEWCOMER’S CLUB                      
Do you want to meet new friends? Join this organization, which 
began as a social club to help relocated residents develop new 
friends and acquaintances, will help. You do not really have 
to be a newcomer to join; many members already live in the 
immediate area. The ladies meet monthly at local restaurants 
for lunch with guest speakers Afterwards, many stay and 
play cards or visit. Call Karen Botsford at 531-0378 or visit 
WelcomeNewComerClub.com.
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NEW HAPPY HOUR CONCERTS
The Florida Orchestra is debuting a new series of Happy 
Hour Concerts presented by Smith & Associates Real 
Estate, with a spirited mix of live symphonic music, free 
select drinks and a meet-and-greet with musicians at the 
Straz Center in Tampa. Tickets are on sale now online at 
floridaorchestra.org, by phone at 727.892.3337 and at 
the Florida Orchestra box office.
The three concerts are a new way to experience the 
orchestra in a casual atmosphere. Doors and lobby 
bars open at 5:30 pm; the hour-long concert with no 
intermission begins at 6:30 pm. Patrons may linger in 
the lobby afterward to sip and mingle with the musicians. 
Each concert features a TFO’s premier conductor: Music 
Director Michael Francis, Principal Pops Conductor Jeff 
Tyzik and Principal Guest Conductor Stuart Malina. 
Tickets are $35 general admission seating. Drinks from 
sponsors will be complimentary, including Stella Artois 
beer and Tito’s Handmade Vodka. Other drinks, including 
soda and water, will be available for purchase. The 
Concerts are: 
A Toast to the Classics, Thursday, Feb 2, 2017 - A light 
and lively night, with Bernstein’s Candide Overture, 
Brahms’ Academic Festival Overture and Prokofiev’s 
Summer Day. Stuart Malina conducts. 
American Spirit[s], Thursday, Feb 23, 2017 - Music made 
in the USA, including a Duke Ellington Portrait, Gershwin’s 
An American in Paris, and a real treat: Jeff Tyzik conducting 
his own work, New York Cityscape. 
Scheherazade: A Fantasy in Music, Thursday, Mar 23, 
2017 Love. Murder. Deceit. Rimsky-Korsakov’s haunting 
music weaves the tale of Scheherazade, Michael Francis 
as your guide. 

SUNSTAR MEMBERSHIP 
PROGRAM AVAILABLE

Pinellas County continues to offer the Sunstar FirstCare 
Ambulance Membership Program to assist residents with 
the out-of-pocket expenses associated with ambulance 
transportation. Enrollment begins Thursday, Dec. 1, for 
the 2017-2018 membership period. 
“We continue to provide services to ensure a safe and 
secure community,” said Jodie Sechler, director of 
Ambulance Billing and Financial Services at Pinellas 
County Safety and Emergency Services. “This program 
helps our residents avoid unexpected costs associated 
with ambulance transports.” 
The Sunstar FirstCare Ambulance Membership Program 
is not an insurance plan. It is a Pinellas County 
government program that works with an individual’s 
insurance company to cover 100 percent of eligible 
expenses associated with deductibles and co-payments. 
The membership plan will also cover 50 percent of the 
cost for any trips denied by the insurance company. It is 
estimated that the average cost of a single transport is 
$707. Annual membership fees are $63 for an individual 
and $98 for a family.
If plan members are uninsured, they receive a 20% 
discount on ambulance transportation services. This is an 
average savings of $140 per transport. 
The family plan covers those related by blood, marriage 
or adoption who reside in the same household. For more 
information, call (727) 582-2008 or visit 
www.pinellascounty.org/firstcare.  
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INDIAN ROCKS BEACH’S
HOLIDAY CARDS  A BIG SUCCESS
The BIG holiday cards 
in Indian Rocks Beach 
are back. They are a 
nod to our past, when 
in the 1980s and ‘90s 
George King, founder 
of the Beach Art Center 
and the Indian Rocks 
Executive Committee 
teamed up to produce 
similar seasonal cards 
painted on plywood 
and mounted across 
from City Hall in Kolb 
Park.
After the fire at Public 
Works destroyed the 
few remaining cards, 
the Indian Rocks 
Executive Committee decided to recreate the concept. 
This time though, there were a few differences. Instead 
of heavy plywood, each image after it was created, was 
converted into an electronic image and emailed to a sign 
company who printed it on a lightweight coroplast board. 
The boards were mounted on PVC frames. 
Another big difference is the cards were displayed all 
over town—not just in Kolb Park. Many businesses 
displayed theirs in front of their business. Other cards 
were displayed in high trafficked areas, such as on 
Walsingham Road or near the Post Office. 
“This was truly a community effort,” says Bob Griffin, 
Chairman of the Executive Committee. “Businesses and 
local organizations each worked with an artist to design 
a personal message, then paid between $250 and $350 
each to create their custom-made Christmas Card. Over 
$10,000 was invested in the project this year.”
The showing got widespread coverage in the Beach Bee, 
the Tampa Bay Times, on Bay News 9 and now in the IRB 
Newsletter. 
Hopefully these signs, like the old ones, will last 10 to 20 
years or more and be seen year after year. “We already 
have a list of over a dozen businesses and groups who 
say they will participate next year—that could mean close 
to 50 cards in 2017,” Griffin continued.

Several people were 
instrumental in this 
project: Cliff Militello, 
the primary artist, Nate 
Poole of Illuminate 
Graphics, the many 
members of our local 
civic organizations who 
helped construct, mount 
and install the holiday 
cards, the Executive 
Committee who 
endorsed the project 
and the City who will 
store the 35 cards at the 
end of the year. 
To participate next year, 
call Bob Griffin at 
727-430-8300 
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As of September 1st, the Seaside Seabird Sanctuary, 
formerly Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary, is a completely new 
organization, and is now in operation at the beach front 
facility, formerly used by the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary. 
The new organization has experienced management, a new 
board and new leadership from the Busch von Gontard 
family, who have a long history of wildlife and environmental 
conservation. The mission of the new organization remains 
the same: the rescue, rehabilitation and eventual release of 
sick, injured and orphaned birds. 
“For as long as I can remember, my family has been 
devoted to causes that conserve precious wildlife and the 
environments where they thrive,” said Andrew von Gontard, 
President of Seaside Seabird Sanctuary. “It is our passion for 
the wildlife that has moved us to step in to invest significant 
time and resources into the revitalization of this sanctuary. 
We look forward to working closely with the staff and 
volunteers to ensure seabirds have a first class rehabilitation 
facility working on their behalf.”
Seaside Seabird Sanctuary’s day-to-day operations will be 
managed by Eddie Gayton, who has more than six years 
of experience in wildlife rehabilitation and is the former 
operations manager at Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary. Brian 
Tharp, a retired United States Air Force officer, will serve as 
the business manager. The two will be supported by staff and 
volunteers, who have been a part of the sanctuary for years.
Seaside Seabird Sanctuary, created by the Busch von 
Gontard family and an independent Board of Trustees, 
took over operations from Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary, 
Inc., whose president, Ralph Heath, founded the sanctuary 
45 years ago. While Heath and Suncoast are no longer 
affiliated with the beach front sanctuary, the family plans to 

carry on his legacy of caring for the seabirds and respect his 
contributions to them over the years.
“The staff and I are excited to have this new organization in 
place so we can continue helping the birds,” said Gayton. 
“For us, our focus has always been on the birds and making 
sure these animals are getting the care they need so they 
can return to their natural habitat. There is nothing more 
rewarding than being able to help these injured seabirds, 
rehabilitate them and release them back into the wild.” 
Seaside Seabird Sanctuary will work closely with area 
veterinarians to provide medical care for the birds and 
guidance to the staff. They will also maintain strict adherence 
to all applicable state and federal rules and regulations. 
They have been working closely with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission to ensure all essential permits are in place and 
all policies and procedures moving forward are designed 
with the health and safety of the sanctuary’s most treasured 
assets – the birds – in mind. 
Von Gontard said he and his family, along with the new 
board and staff, are determined not only to restore public 
confidence in the sanctuary, but to reestablish its recognition 
as one of the premier avian rehabilitation centers in the 
nation. Created in 1971, the sanctuary has rescued and 
rehabilitated thousands of birds, ranging from the Eastern 
Brown Pelican to the Eastern Screech Owl. It was the first 
facility to breed Eastern Brown Pelicans in captivity. The birds 
who cannot be returned to the wild are given a permanent 
home at the sanctuary, which is open to the public 365 days 
a year. Admission is free, but visitors are encouraged to 
donate to support the sanctuary’s mission. 

SEASIDE SEABIRD SANCTUARY NEW PATH FOR SEABIRD REHABILITATION




