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FRESHWATER SPRINGS

Life-givers to the Community

Story & photos by Wayne Ayers, local author and historian.
The legendary springs of the area were, in a very real sense,
the very lifeblood of the region, drawing both early pioneers
and the Tocobaga Indians before them to what was a
sought-after and necessary prerequisite for settlement – a
source of fresh and pure water.
Pioneer settlers knew that minimal supplies of fresh water
offered little opportunity beyond a subsistence existence.
Plentiful quantities, on the other hand, promised
opportunities for a flourishing economy encompassing fruit
and vegetable farming, hunting of game where conditions
permitted and other pursuits such as timbering and industry.
It is no wonder that early settlers viewed fresh water with
almost a sense of awe, even ascribing healing and curative
powers to mineral-laden sources (medical claims for these
waters were common).
So the springs in the area were a magnet that drew inhabitants into the area from the very earliest times of recorded history.
The springs did, in fact, provide a much prized source of fresh water which allowed settlement to be established and flourish.
The citrus groves, nurseries, farms and all agricultural-related pursuits thrived due to the existence of a plentiful supply of
fresh water.
A number of springs undoubtedly existed here when the first settlers arrived. Of the several that have been identified, only
one – located on private property – is a free-flowing surface water source today. The others came to be regarded as
nuisances and were capped during the development era when land became regarded as more valuable than water.
The sources and significance of the well-publicized springs that drew settlement to the area are a mixture of legend and
documented history. In fact, the local lore that answers the question “How did Indian Rocks get its name?” is a legend
inextricably intertwined with the famous springs.
The most famous of the springs was located at the present-day site of Indian Rocks Beach’s Kolb Park across from City Hall.
This is where the legendary Chief Chic-a-Si purportedly drank and was cured of his mysterious ailment. The legend, for
those unfamiliar with it, goes on to say that, after the chief regained his health, the tribe returned to the spot every year to
drink of the waters and fish, camping on the rocks. The white settlers in the area witnessed this event, and began referring to
the location as the “Indian Rocks.”
The legend lives on to this day, though there is evidence that later settlers gave little credence to the story, at least as far as
the miraculous healing powers of the water was concerned.
They reportedly capped the spring in the early 1900s, during
a time when scores of health seekers were flocking to St.
Petersburg to drink up at that city’s Fountain of Youth (located
on the edge of what is now the Mahaffey parking lot).
One source says that the famous Kolb Park spring now lies
buried in the ball diamond beneath second base.
Another documented spring exists on the property of the
former Uncle Milt’s cottages, now Sunshine Cozy Cottages,
on Gulf Boulevard a short distance north of Walsingham Rd.
Uncle Milt’s manager Debbie Lewis was told that spring was
capped due to its sulfurous odor.
Continued inside
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CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS

April Fool’s Day
1
Phillies Last Spring Game
1
Guppy’s Gallop Sunset Run 5k
2
Spring Into Art Show Indian Rocks
2
Rotary Pancake Breakfast Indian Rocks 2
Family Extravaganza In Largo
2
Rays First Home Game
3-5
Paw Fest Largo Central Park
9
Turtle Trot Run 5k McGough Park
9
Iron Girl Clearwater Beach
10
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
14
Federal Income Tax Due
15
The Omelet Party
15
Sugar Sands Festival
15-24
Taste Of Belleair & Belleair Bluffs
16
Plant Sale Clearwater Garden Club 16
Citywide Garage Sale Indian Rocks 16-17
Mainsail Art Festival St Pete
16-17
Belleair Sunday Concert in the Park
17
Wine And Tapas Extravaganza
18
Earth Day
22
Spring Eco Fest
23
Abilities Pig Roast
23

Arbor Day
Blast Friday Clearwater
Nature Hike Bonner Park
Family Fun Day Indian Rocks
Biggest Beach Party Ever Indian Rocks

MAY

29
29
30
30
30

Loggerhead Turtle Season Begins
1
Tour Of Gardens Botanical Foundation 1
Clearwater Free Clinic Golf Tourney
2
Teacher Appreciation Week
2-6
Cinco De Mayo
5
Boat Yard Bash Coachman Park
7
Sea Turtle Awareness Day
7
Mother’s Day
8
Belleair Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
12
Clearwater Beach Restaurant Week 13-22
Postal Workers Food Drive
14
Stone Crab Season Ends
15
Rowdies First Home Game
21
Armed Forces Day
21
Hands Across The Sands
21
Safe Boating Week
23-29
Blast Friday Clearwater
27
Memorial Day/Public Schools Closed 30
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Did You Know...
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NEW PARK To achieve his
“Helping the Community”
scouting goal, Eagle Scout
candidate Nolan Purdy,
asked Belleair commissioners
to collaborate with him on a
new playground for small
children. Eric Wahlbeck,
Recreation Director, said the
playground was needed. “We
have been lacking a
playground for the younger
kids.” Purdy proposed that if
he raised $5,000 for the project, the town would kick in
the rest at $9,000. Wahlbeck said the city money would
come from the recreation donation fund, which has
enough.
The Town Commission approved the idea.
_________________________________________________

37TH ANNUAL BOATYARD BASH On May 7, the
Brown Boxer, assisted by the Rotary Club Clearwater
Beach, will sponsor the Boatyard Bash benefiting the
Clearwater Marine Aquarium and Moffitt Cancer Center.
The event began in 1979 and was held in the aquarium
parking lot until it was no longer available. This year it will
be held at Coachman Park near the downtown Marina
from 6 pm until 11pm. Individuals may purchase
wristbands for entrance at $25 per person, which covers
music, beer, and a main dish. Attendees may provide their
own sides and dessert and other libations of their choice.
The grassy area in front of the Coachman Park stage is
reserved and will be open during the day for attendees to
set up tables, chairs, etc. for their convenience. The bands
playing are Charlie Ho, followed by Derek Scheib and No
Filters. To purchase wristbands, contact Alex at 727-2378037 or Gator at 727-517-0159.
___________________________________________________
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED The 41st Mainsail Art Festival
is April 16 and 17 in St. Petersburg’s downtown Vinoy
Park. Volunteers are needed for t-shirt and poster sales,
information tent, and beverage sales. To sign up, visit
www.mainsailart.org, contact the Mainsail Art Festival
Volunteer Coordinator at 727-641-1616 or email
volunteers@mainsailart.org.
____________________
PAW FEST The 10th
Annual Paw Fest will be
held in Largo Central
Park on Saturday, April
9 from 9am to 2pm,
rain or shine. This is an
annual Canine
Carnival for everyone,
including your dog.
There will be a
Playhouse, contests for
kids and their dogs,
The Bark Café (food
court), The Activity
Midway with obedience
training, health
screening and more, the Doggy Mall, a Doggie Fun Zone
obstacle course and a pizza eating contest at 11:30am (for
people). A K-9 demonstration will be held at 1:30pm with
Murphy of the Largo Police Department. Pets will be
available for adoption from area rescue groups and
shelters.

and More...
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NEW LITTLE LIBRARY The
City of Belleair Bluffs
installed a Little Free Library
at Belleair Bluffs City Hall by
the park. The concept of a
Little Free Library is easy “Take a book, leave a
book.” 9-year old Belleair
resident Emory Dahl, was its
first customer. Public Works
had only installed it 10
minutes earlier when she
and her father came to the
park. The purpose of a Little
Free Library is to promote
literacy and the love of
reading by building free
book exchanges. There are
over 36,000 Little Free
Library book exchanges
around the world, sharing
millions of books annually.
Children and adult book
donations are needed, just bring them to city hall
___________________________________________________
MOVIES IN THE PARK During the month of April,
movies will be shown on Friday evenings in Largo Central
Park. The dates for the movies are April 1,8,15, 22 and
29. Bring your blanket or chair to enjoy these free movie
on the lawn. All movies are family friendly. Visit
www.LargoEvents.com for a complete list of what movie is
playing on a specific night.
___________________________________________________
TASTE OF BELLEAIR AND THE BLUFFS The Second
Annual Taste of Belleair will be held at the Biltmore
Country Club on Saturday, April 16, from 12 to 3pm.
Local restaurants will be offering tastes of their special
dishes and non-food vendors will be showcasing their
services. Guests can rock out to The Black Honkeys, a
favorite local band, performing an outdoor concert from
1:30-3:30 p.m. A portion of the proceeds will benefit
Gracie's Big Splash and Shepherd's Village. Admission is
$10 for adults, $5 for children.
_______________________________
KEEP THEM OUT OF OUR
WATER Pharmaceuticals, including
antibiotics, hormones, pain
medications, antidepressants, and
even illegal drugs are being found
in our drinking water and
waterways. For years, we were told
to flush unused medication down
the sink or toilet. Do NOT do this.
Instead remove them from their
original containers, crush them,
place them in a sealable bag or container and add an
undesirable substance, such as coffee grounds, dirt or kitty
litter to make it less appealing to children and pets and
unrecognizable to people who may go through the trash
seeking drugs. If you prefer, Pinellas County Sheriff’s
Office Operation Medicine Cabinet allows you to drop off
expired or unused medications during business hours at
The Sheriff’s Admin Building at 10750 Ulmerton Rd. Largo
or North District Office at 737 Louden Ave. Dunedin.
___________________________________________________
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN JUNE Read this issue, as well
as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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THE VENUS RESTAURANT - CELEBRATING 30 YEARS

In mythology, Venus is the Roman goddess of love and beauty.
Locally, Venus is the restaurant where the locals seem to love
everything on the menu. Nick and Despina Mitsides opened this
small restaurant on the edge of Belleair Bluffs on April 21, 1986 - 30
years ago.
The Mitsides are from the Mediterranean island of Cyprus, which is
part of Greece. In myth, this is the island where the Goddess Venus
was said to have been born.
In the early 1980s, Nick worked for his brothers-in-law as a cook at
Farmer’s Boy Restaurant on Drew Street (it is still there). After five
years, Nick had the urge to own his own restaurant. Their location, a
closed Kentucky Fried Chicken, on West Bay became available and
they leased it. Soon, the restaurant became successful enough to
allow them to buy the lot and the building.
Today, the restaurant has over 20 employees, many of which have been there for years. His longtime chef, Nano Zabato
has been with them 22 years. He started as a busboy. Zabato’s son works in the kitchen now, too. Other longtime
employees Teri Zaminner, Pat Kennedy and Sandy Thomas are all servers who have worked at Venus for 18 or more years.
Early on, the Mitsides held Christmas parties for family and employees at the restaurant. Eventually, they began inviting
regular customers. The event grew so large they had to move to the Largo Community Center, then Honeywell, then to the
Greek Church on Gulf to Bay adding a live band and dancing. The annual event eventually grew to over 500 people.
The small restaurant has a very large menu and serves breakfast, lunch and dinner. The items consist of Greek, American
and Italian dishes and includes a wide variety of sandwiches, soups and salads.
For breakfast they feature omelets, eggs, pancakes, waffles, egg benedict, and fresh fruit. “The skillets are our most popular
breakfast meal,” says Chef Nano.
For lunch and dinner, anything Greek is popular. Their most requested entrée - the Chicken Souvlaki. They offer Greek
salads, hamburgers, gyros, beef stew, beef tips & noodles, corned beef with cabbage and other freshly made specialties.
“The Greek salads and hamburgers are the most commonly ordered,” Chef Nano adds. “Most days, we serve about 100
burgers.”
We have many regulars,” says Nick with pride. “They are very loyal to us. Many come from the beaches. We see lots of
snowbirds return in the winter.”
“We see people who came here as kids, that are all grown up and bringing their own children in for dinner,” adds Despina.
“We feel grateful for all our wonderful customers and employees.”
The spirit of Venus must have rubbed off on them, as the Mitsides, who live in Seminole have been married 38 years. They
have two children (Evie and Dino) and two grandchildren. Venus Restaurant located at 2441 West Bay Drive, is open seven
days a week beginning at 7am. They serve dinner Monday through Friday, but close at 3pm on Saturday and Sunday.

WHAT PEOPLE SAY ABOUT THE VENUS RESTAURANT

The Venus continues to be a favorite of many. We started
going there years ago. We have enjoyed the food and the
friendly atmosphere over the years. Owner Nick, wife
Despina and the kids, Evie and Dino have been a joy to
know, especially watching the kids grow up. It doesn’t
matter if its breakfast, lunch or dinner, the place is usually
packed. The food is priced right and the service is always
friendly. It’s a dependable place that has weathered the
years well. One last thought, your coffee cup never runs
dry - Nick makes certain of that! Charlie Harper, Largo
Historical Society

We have eaten at Venus for over 20 years. We are lunch
regulars. The girls always take care of our dog and give
her water. We like all their food, especially the stuffed
cabbage, Greek salad and their hamburgers. We love
Nick and Despina. Bob DiNicola, Former Mayor of
Indian Rocks Beach
“We love Venus! We eat there probably twice a week
usually ordering take out. Nick is fabulous and the food
is consistently good. Mary Ellen at City Hall gets the
small Greek salad and my favorite is the chicken skewer
with tzatziki sauce. Their Venus Burger is one of the best
in the area. The food is always hot with generous sized
servings. Debra Sullivan, City Clerk of Belleair Bluffs

I like working here. The customers are like family, and
Nick and Despina are wonderful people. I should know-I have been serving Venus customers for over 18 years.
Teri Zaminner, Waitress for 18 years.

Nick and Despina are nicest people to work for. They are
honest and that makes this is a great place to work. The
customers are nice, too. Pat Kennedy, Greeter for 18
years.
“I have known Nick and Despina for years. I met them
shortly after they opened. They used to bank with me
down the street. In the beginning Nick was the cook and
Despina greeted and helped serve. Living nearby, I have
been a customer for all 30 years. Phyllis Jones
I can remember when Nick opened; it was nice to finally
have a local place with a large variety on the menu. It is
definitely a place where “everyone knows your name.”
The food is always fresh, excellent quality and the prices
are affordable. Venus has friendly staff and is a great
place to get a meal any time of the day. Chris Arbutine,
Mayor of Belleair Bluffs
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PINELLAS COUNTY’S BUDGET
TIMELINE AND PROCESS

By Karen Williams Seel, Pinellas County Commissioner
To understand the budget, you have to understand the overall
process. As the Pinellas County Board of County
Commissioners gets deeper into the fiscal year 2017 budget,
I wanted to share an overview with you.
From December to January, the Pinellas County Office of
Management and Budget analyzes six years of budget
information to produce a financial forecast. The prior year’s
actual revenue and expenditures are compared to the
estimates. The current budget takes the actual expenditures to
date and projects the remaining months left in the fiscal year.
The coming budget year is forecasted based on past history
and future trends using various forecasting tools.
From January through March, each department and agency
develops their strategic plans, which link to the various
projects and programs in the annual budget. This helps
ensure sound strategy linked to big picture goals drive budget
decisions. The plans include a summary of the scope and
purpose of each department and the specific challenges to be
addressed in the coming years.
In February, targets or budget guidelines are developed by
the county administration based on the financial forecast.
These are communicated to the county's departments and
agencies for use during their budget development.
From March until April, county departments and agencies
submit their completed budgets. The Constitutional Officers
have a due date of May 1 for their budgets. The budget
submissions are analyzed by Office of Management and
Budget staff in preparation for public budget work sessions
with the County Commission.
From April to June, various public work sessions are held to
obtain feedback to develop the tentative budget. These
sessions address the millage rate, proposed program
enhancements or reductions and revenue adjustments.
The proposed budget is then prepared by the county
administrator based on direction from the various public work
sessions with the County Commission and priorities in the
county's strategic plan. The proposed budget presents a
balanced budget for the coming year.
Additional public work sessions may be held in August and
September. All changes to the proposed budget are
announced at each of the public hearings. Finally, two public
budget hearings are held for citizens to provide further input.
At the first public hearing on September 14 at 6 pm, the
board will consider the approval of the tentative millage rates
and budgets. At the second public hearing, September 27 at
6 pm, the board will vote on the adopted millage rates and
budgets. All of the County Commission meetings are in the
Pinellas County Courthouse at 315 Court Street, Clearwater,
fifth floor assembly room.
On Oct. 1, the new fiscal year begins based on the adopted
budget and the annual budget process ends. A few months
later, the process begins again.
The county budget is something that touches each of our
lives: I encourage everyone to become familiar with the
proposed budget later this year. Additionally, the board will
host a community conversation on May 3, 5:30 to 7 pm in
the digitorium on the Seminole Campus of St. Petersburg
College, where residents may ask questions of the entire
board and the county administrator in a town hall style forum.
I also welcome everyone to attend a budget public hearing
and provide input to the Board of County Commissioners.
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SPRINGS, continued

The largest spring in the area, and the only one known to
still flow in its natural state, is located on private property on
Pine Drive, south of the Walsingham Bridge, in Largo.
The spring, called Indian Spring, is the centerpiece of a
beautiful garden. According to George Fick, whose family
owned the spring site for years and who landscaped the
property, the spring empties approximately 600,000 gallons
of water a day into the Intracoastal Waterway. Fick analyzed
the spring’s mineral content and even explored the
possibility of commercially bottling the water.
Fresh water from spring
sources was of such value to
the native Indian tribes who
passed through the area
that they would often bend
tree limbs in a fashion to
point the direction to a
spring. Four of these
“marker” trees have been
identified over the years in
the vicinity of Indian Spring.
The last surviving tree
(shown here) said to have a
branch bent to point the way
to the spring was located on
property east of the Coquina Cove Trailer Park on 113th
Avenue. The tree was taken down to make way for
construction of the Shipwatch condominiums.
Another spring is said to be located off Spring Street, down
the road from Indian Spring. There is a brook, perhaps
spring-fed, that flows through the area into the Intracoastal,
but no documentation of its source could be found.

Chic-a-Si Park off of 4th Avenue across from the Indian
Rocks Beach post office was named to honor the legendary
chief who was reportedly restored to health after drinking of
the mineral-laden spring waters in the area. Befittingly, the
park site is now the home of the Indian Rocks Beach
Historical Museum, which contains a display on the local
Tocobaga Indian culture. There is no spring known to be
located within the boundaries of Chic-a-Si Park.
In the days of native Indian and pioneer settlement, there
were no doubt a number of freshwater springs which drew
early inhabitants to the area. It is also known that the value
of these springs diminished as water systems were
constructed, and most were capped or diverted as
development progressed. Many were no doubt buried to
eliminate their “stinky” smell caused by the sulfur content.
Others were likely filled in to create more valuable land for
subdivisions during the real estate boom days.
In any event, the springs that were once a valued life-giver
for early inhabitants of our area are today largely a footnote
in history.
Today, however, as Florida progresses into the 21st Century
and we find water shortages becoming more common and
sources of pure fresh water increasingly rare, the interest in
springs has been rekindled and their value is rising. Bottled
spring water from the Zephyrhills area, for example, has
become a best seller.
George Fick’s efforts to bottle the waters of the 12,000 year
old source, had he succeeded, could have given Indian
Rocks an added claim to fame.
This story is revised and updated from an article written by author
and historian Wayne Ayers for the “Punta Pinal” publication of the
Pinellas County Historical Society.
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CLEARWATER’S ETHAN LOW - A HOT ROD AT 19

19-year-old Race car driver Ethan Low,
who competes in races all over the
U.S., was a Senior at Clearwater High
School, just last year.
Low was born in San Jose, Costa Rica
but moved to Florida when he was
young. After living in places, his family
settled in Clearwater where he
attended Clearwater High School.
When most young people refer to after
graduation, they mean high school,
but not Low. His milestone graduation
was from the Atlanta Skip Barber
Open Wheel Driving School, while was
still a sophomore in high school.
How did he decide at such an early
age he wanted to drive? “He was
always fascinated with race cars, even
as a small child,” says father Kevin
Low. “He would even sleep with a
model car in his bed.”
Go-Cart Racing
He first race experience was at the
2008 St. Pete Grand Prix—not as a
racer but as a fan. His father took him
to the race when Low was 11. There
they met a person promoting gocarting and selling parts to make your
own cart. Soon they were entering gocart competitions nearby and
eventually out of state.
“Going into it, I thought a go-cart was
something on four-wheels with a lawn
mower engine on the back,” said
Kevin Low. “I saw this as a great
father-son activity. Little did I know,
those go-carts cost thousands of
dollars and go 80-miles an hour. Plus,
the competitions cost hundreds of
dollars to enter.”
Go-Carting is divided into age groups.
At first Low was in the Mini-Max class
(11-12). Then, he entered the Junior
Class for kids 13-16 and kept winning.
He won the Nationals his first year.
Racing Cars
At 16, Low moved up to real cars. He
attended the 3-day racing school in
Atlanta. Some of the cars were openwheeled, formula type cars—just a step
away from Indy cars.
Two years ago, Low approached a
local racing team and offered to help
do anything from washing cars to
fetching food. One day, they asked
him if he wanted to take a lap or two
on a real track. “My first chance to
drive took place at the Bradenton
DeSoto Speedway,” says Low.
Race teams want drivers with real
experience—a proven track record. He
was finally getting some laps and seat
time. Low started racing various road

courses and competition with Mazdas
and other types of cars.
“He was very good in the Amateur
Series,” his father proudly says. “He
could sit behind a wheel of a car he
had never been in, go out and beat
the best on the track--first time out.”
His first professional race was in
Daytona last year. It was a 200-mile
race lasting just two and a half hours.
He also did a 24-hour Endurance Race
and a 38-hour race in a Saab. His
team won.
Until recently, Low’s father acted as his
personal manager and coach. “Racing
is a very expensive sport,” his father
laments. “Most of the other families
are rich and pay all the costs of their
kid’s racing. We are not rich and
unfortunately do not have that luxury.”
Going Pro
It was obvious it was time to move to
the next level and Low hired Troy
19 year old race car driver Ethan Low poses
Hansen, a professional race car driver on Clearwater Beach. He only graduated for
Clearwater High School last year.
manager.
With the help of Hansen, they started
1,000 pounds of pressure with your
searching for business partners. “This
legs. Plus, the G-Forces on your body
is all new to me,” says Low. “I know if I are unreal. Racing is my job; my only
want to continue racing and I will have job,” he continues. “Some people drive
to attract sponsors and money.”
for Domino’s or Pizza Hut. I drive for
me and my business partners. I am
Visit St.Pete/Clearwater, Pinellas
County’s official Destination Marketing very thankful I can work with them.”
Organization met with him and was
What does Low drive at home? He has
impressed enough to sign him. “This
an old Toyota Tacoma with 300,000
took about 9 months of meetings and
plus miles on it. “It’s a great truck, he
negotiations,” says Low. “I am so
says. It takes a lickin’ and keeps on
thankful that they saw something in me tickin’.”
and what I do.” Low now displays the
Overall, since 2013, he has had 10
Visit St. Pete/Clearwater logo on the
major wins, 26 podiums, placed in the
sides of his cars.
top five 26 times, driven 44 different
“Visit St. Pete Clearwater's marketing
cars and had 11 Pro racing starts. He
relationship is two-pronged,” says
recently raced at Daytona, Sebring,
Executive Director David Downing.
Homestead and the Charlotte Motor
“The main part is the exposure we
Speedway.
receive in key visitation markets around Low now races a Mini-Cooper which
the country when he races.”
he says is a very well built car. He did
“The second part (smaller in scope, but not drive in the Firestone St. Pete
equally important) is Ethan himself,”
Grand Prix, although he has since
Downing continues. “He's a great guy
qualified and may next year. In March,
and a passionate area ambassador he drove in the 12-hours of Sebring.
a Clearwater High graduate whose
Everyone says great things about him
undeniable appeal and social media
and his ability. A Porsche team out of
prowess make him popular with a
N.J. is looking at him. They asked to
wide range of people. It's clear even
see his resume and are talking to
this early that Ethan has the potential
people who know him.
to become a household name, and
Low was surprised recently when a
we're excited to be part of that."
young fan asked for his autograph.
Just like any professional athlete, Low
“I did not know what to say—so I just
has to stay in shape. He lifts weights,
did it.” It was the first of many to
has a treadmill at home and uses a
come.
rowing machine. “Half of racing is
Learn more about Low at
endurance,” he says. “You have to be
EthanLowRacing.com
in shape to race at this level. When
you hit the brakes, you are applying
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Business Briefs...

RADIANCE
HAMMERS
Radiance
Medspa, is a
sponsor of the
womens group
Hammers &
Heels, a
division of
Habitat for
Humanity.
Hammers &
Heels’ 20152016 pledged
goal of
$50,000 enables the group to be the official construction
sponsor for a home built by women volunteers for the
Sparks family, a single mom and her daughter. On a
recent Saturday in March, Radiance Medspa was closed
so their staff could help Hammers & Heels work on the
home.
_________________________________________________
HERON HOUSE SOLD The Heron House, an assisted
living and memory care facility in Largo has been sold.
Indian Rocks Assisted Living, Inc. sold the facility to 2050
East Bay Drive, LLC. whose parent company owns
rehabilitation, skilled nursing, long-term care, assisted
living and independent living centers throughout the
United States. Heron House, built in 2006, includes 128
units with 145 beds, a 30-seat theater, beauty salon and
barbershop, a library, and a spacious dining room for
social activities. The sale was brokered by Colliers
International’s Seniors Housing Group.
__________________________
PINKY’S A DECADE LATER
For ten years, Wendy Hatzell
has been living the sweet life,
in Indian Rocks as the owner
of Pinky’s Ice Cream and
Candy Shop in the 14th
Avenue Plaza. It was
originally a franchise of the
Candy Kitchen in Madeira
Beach, but Hatzell changed it
to Pinky’s. She has 26 flavors
of ice cream and six flavors
of Italian ice. In addition to
ice cream, Pinky’s sells lots of
candy and children’s gifts. The entire wall is covered with
all types of candy--most of it vintage. The store displays
many antique post cards showing Florida scenes from
the past and lots of pink flamingos of all sizes--thus the
name. “My mother used to collect and sell antiques,”
Wendy says. “I apparently got the bug, too.” Visit Pinky’s
at 1401 Gulf Blvd, and wish her a Happy 10th .
_________________________________________________
NEW BIKE RENTALS Fun Ride Rentals, a Clearwater
Beach company, owned by Sandy and Armando, opened
a second location in Indian Rocks Beach at 435 Gulf
Blvd., in the Sand Dollar Plaza. They rent bikes, fun cars,
strollers, boogie boards, beach wheel chairs, beach
carts, chairs, umbrellas, kayaks, SUPs, sand-bikes (with
big tires) and more. They offer a 10% discount to
residents and 20% off to the military and veterans and
they deliver. Call 519-3008 or get more information at
www.FunRideRentals.com.

More Business Briefs...
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NOW OPEN
The Opal Sands
Resort, the
newest upscale
Clearwater
Beach Gulf front
hotel is finally
open. Each room
has water views
and the
property’s
emphasis is on
local art and cuisine. The hotel has 230 standard rooms
and 39 suites which range from $400 a night to about
$2,000 for the presidential suite (full kitchen, two
bedrooms, two and a half baths, and 1,000 square foot
balcony with a hot tub.) The hotel manager is Jeff Castner
and their new five-star restaurant is called Sea-Guini.
_________________________________________________
JEWEL ANTIQUE CENTER The small shopping center
behind The Belleair Market has been sold. The building is
home to Jewel Café and a few other small businesses.
The new owners also own Hammerhead’s Ace Hardware.
This is only a change of ownership, as the new owners
say they don’t plan to make many changes.
_________________________________________________
NEW MASSAGE OFFICE OPENS In February, Licensed
Massage Therapist Lisa Gecelosky, opened an office in
Largo at 2401 W Bay Drive. Gecelosky uses a variety of
techniques during massages when she feels can
maximize results. Each massage is customized to your
needs - No cookie cutter massage with her! She
believes massage is therapeutic and a relaxation
massage can be just as therapeutic as deep tissue, if
that is what you need. She is also a Reiki practitioner,
which is a wonderful alternative to traditional methods
of dealing with stress, pain, depression and anxiety.
Call her at 727-412-1444 for an appointment.
___________________________
ORGANIC LIVING NEW
LOCATION Jai McFall, owner
of this nursery, has moved it next
door to 13086 Indian Rocks Rd.
April is a great time to plant fruit
trees, and peach, plum and
nectarine trees are flowering,
now. There is a special way to
plant them that is very successful
here in Florida and having fruit
trees does NOT mean they will
attract fruit rats. You can have a
yard full of edible plants and eat
out of your garden every day, pest free. McFall can teach
you how. Your yard can be both beautiful and edible. If
you want to eat delicious and nutritious food fresh from
your garden and save money call for a free garden tour
at 727-433-1661 and find out how easy it is to have an
organic garden.
_________________________________________________
JOHNNY’S NOW GLUFF’S John Gluff bought Johnny’s
Barbershop on the south end of The Plaza in 2011. Since
his name is John, he left the name for convenience and to
honor the previous longtime owner Johnny who had
passed away. But to simplify things, he has changed the
name to Gluff’s, his last name. He still offers the same
great service in men’s haircuts, just under a different name.
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YOU MAY HAVE ONLY TWO
MINUTES TO ESCAPE A FIRE

Take two easy steps to help protect your home.
The biggest disaster people face is a fire in their home.
Home fires happen quickly - devastating lives and
property. Unlike other disasters, most home fires can be
prevented.
The American Red Cross Home Fire Campaign is
underway across the U.S., aiming to reduce the number of
home fire deaths and injuries by 25% over five years. Since
the starting, the Campaign has been credited with saving
69 lives as of mid-February 2016. Volunteers have
installed 170,000 smoke alarms in more than 4,100 cities
across the U.S. Locally. volunteers have installed over
3,900 smoke alarms.
Since October 2014, the Red Cross with fire departments
and organizations, churches and concerned citizens to go
door to door in at-risk neighborhoods offering to install
free smoke alarms and to educate the families on fire
safety. Residents receive a personalized diagram showing
designated emergency exits and meeting places outside
the home.
“We are so grateful for the support of our donors and the
community volunteers powering our Home Fire
Campaign,” Central Florida Red Cross Chief Executive
Officer, Linda Jorge Carbone. “Every day, Red Cross
volunteers step onto a family’s doorstep in the moments
after they have suffered a fire to help them through one of
the worst times in their life. This campaign puts us on that
doorstep before the unthinkable happens in the hopes that
we can give them the tools to know how to safely survive
and prevent the larger tragedy you can never fully recover
from: the loss of a loved one. We know we’re doing
something important- every escape plan we write and
every alarm we install has the real potential to save lives”.
Fire experts agree that people may have as little as two
minutes to escape a burning home before it’s too late to
get out. The Red Cross recommends two easy steps to help
protect your home and to increase your chances of
surviving a fire: get a smoke alarm and create a fire
escape plan.
SMOKE ALARMS Working smoke alarms cut the risk of
dying in a home fire in half.
• Place smoke alarms on every level of your home,
including inside and outside bedrooms.
• Test smoke alarms once a month and change the
batteries at least once a year.
• Install a new battery immediately if an alarm chirps,
warning that the battery is low.
• Teach children what the smoke alarm sounds like and
what to do when they hear it.
• Never disable a smoke alarm.
FIRE ESCAPE PLAN You may only have two minutes to
escape when a fire occurs, but most people mistakenly
believe they have more than twice as long to get out.
• Home fire plans should include at least two ways to
escape from every room of your home.
• Select a meeting spot at a safe distance from your home
where family members can meet after a fire.
• Discuss the plan with everyone in the household and
practice it at least twice a year.

More Business Briefs...
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COFFEE SHOP
COMING SOON
Hoping to open in
May, Belleair Coffee
Company is under
construction in the
middle of Bluff’s Plaza
Shopping Center. The
store, owned and
operated by Belleair
residents Chris Whalen
and Cammie Griffin
will offer coffee and
pastries.
“We plan to specialize in all kinds of coffee,” says
Whalen. “We get our coffee primarily from Intelligentsia,
a leader in the industry.” In addition to American coffees,
they will offer cappuccino, latte, and espresso. They also
will have a variety of teas. Drinks are served in
biodegradable drinkware. Their pastries will be baked
fresh in-house by baker Linda Carroll who owns Desserts
of Distinction. “We are passionate about using cage-free
eggs, organic dairy, and nitrate-free meat,” says Griffin.
“We will offer gluten-free and paleo treats in addition to
our organic pastries, quiches and homemade pies.”
Plans call for an inside sitting area with several couches,
private community rooms appropriate for small business
meetings, and tables outside on the sidewalk. Naturally,
there is a spot to plug in your laptop or other devices.
Once complete, they will be open Monday-Firiday: 7pm
to 4pm and Saturday-Sunday: 8am to 5pm. Look for
them at the Taste of Belleair, April 16th.
________________
C1 BANK 4
YEARS IN
BELLEAIR BLUFFS
This branch
opened four years
ago this month.
Now they are
preparing to
change names as
they have been
bought by Bank of
the Ozarks. Belleair Bluffs employees and Manager, Victor
Lucas, are expected to stay with the new company,
________________________________________________
TOP PRODUCERS Belleair Bluffs Engel and Voelkers
announced their Top Producers: Ian Ross-Johnson Highest Total Sales Volume (and highest sale), Kiristin
Hallamek - Highest Number of Transactions, and Scott
Ferguson - Rookie of the Year. “We are proud of Ian,
Kristin and Scott,” says Kelly Kepler, Broker and co-owner
of the brokerage located in the Bonefish Plaza in Belleair
Bluffs. “They are committed to providing exceptional
service to our customers.” The Keplers own two other local
offices, one in Clearwater, the other in Clearwater Beach.
_________________________________________________
BBA PLANS APRIL-MAY MEETINGS Next Mingles are:
April 14: Laura Katz’s Home (Belleair Bluffs)
May 12: Creative Design with Sydney & Co.
To get involved, call Bonnie Trembulak at 686-8797 or
visit www.BluffsBusinessAssocation.com for information.

Restaurant News...
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NEW OWNERS AT
WESTSHORE PIZZA
Isabelle and Cedric
Leyniers, formerly from
Belgium, recently bought
Belleair Bluff’s Westshore
Pizza Restaurant and Sports
bar. Cedric previously
managed hotels, bars and
restaurants in Belgium. After
visiting many places, they
fell in love with our area,
found the Westshore Pizza
was for sale, and bought it.
“We love the area and the
people we have met in The
Bluffs,” says Isabelle.
“Everyone here is so very
nice.” The Leyniers are now offering Trivia on Tuesday
nights, at 7pm. Their trivia competition is hosted by
America’s Greatest Live Team Trivia. With trivia, they have
a special menu, $1 draft Buds, $2 pizza slices, music and
prizes for winning teams. Westshore Pizza is located in the
Bonefish
Plaza on West Bay Drive.
_______________________

BONEFISH NOT
CLOSING The corporation
behind Bonefish recently
announced it was closing
some stores, but Niko
Hales, manager of the
Belleair Bluffs location,
wants you to know they are
not on that list. The closest
store that will close is in the
Florida Panhandle.
Bonefish recently started
opening for lunch at the
Bluff’s location.
_______________________
ASTORIA PASTRY SHOP EXPANDS HOURS Many of
his customers said they wished that the bakery was open
on Sundays—so owner Nick did just that. Now it is open
on Sundays from 8:30am to 1pm. The rest of the week,
he is open until 5pm. Astoria is new to Belleair Bluffs and
is located at 560 Indian Rocks Road at Antique Alley. .
___________________________
NEW MANAGER John
Garland is the new manager
responsible for getting your
coffee, sandwiches, and salads
to you when you visit Belleair
Bluff’s Panera Bread. Former
manager Sheena Hogan
recently had a baby and isn’t
returning. Garland, a former
Michigan resident, come to this
location via the Bardmoor store
where he was the manager for
over five years. “This store is a
lot busier than Bardmore,” John
admits. “We open at 6:30am
and a lot of people stop in after
walking the bridge or bike
riding.” John lives nearby in Clearwater.

More Restaurant News...
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GOLDEN SPOON AT
RUSTY’S Rusty’s Bistro,
the gourmet restaurant at
the Sheraton Sand Key,
has a fifth Golden Spoon
to add to its list of
achievements. Rusty’s
Bistro was recently
presented with the Golden
Spoon Award from Florida
Trend Magazine. The
award program, started
40 years ago, recognizes
the top 100 restaurants in
all of Florida. “We are
honored to have received this recognition from Florida
Trend again in 2015,” says Chef John Harris. “Our
culinary team has always remained dedicated to creating
dishes inspired by our local resources, season and our
guests.”
_________________________________________________
LOBSTER POT NOW WINDJAMMERS There is a new
name on the awning of the former Lobster Pot Bistro on
Mandalay Ave. Owner Fran Bartlett says she changed the
name and some menu items. “I rebranded the
restaurant,” says Fran. “I feel that the people visiting
Clearwater Beach are not looking for fine dining, but
more casual eateries. They still demand good food
though.” She plans to focus on family dining with a mix of
popular music. New chef Paul Daubert comes from
Carlouel Yacht Club. Visit www.WindJammersRestaurant.com.
__________________
RAISING THE
ROOF PJ’s is
building a thatched
roof over their outside
deck, thanks to great
business and all that
sunshine. Now you
can sit outside and
enjoy the music...
without all the sun.
__________________
NOW OPEN While the long awaited Marina Cantina is
still not open in the Clearwater Beach Marina, the second
restaurant being built in the same building has opened.
Called Salt Cracker Fish Camp, it is located at 45
Causeway Blvd., Clearwater. It is open from 11am until
9pm, serving lunch and dinner and will even cook your
catch (you have to clean it first!) The menu includes
southern favorites including shrimp and grits, pork chops,
meatloaf and chicken & waffles. There is also plenty of
fresh seafood and a raw bar. This restaurant is part of the
Baystar Restaurant Group that also owns Marlin Darlin,
Island Way Grill and Salt Rock Grill.
_________________________________________________
NOW SERVING DINNER Proino’s Restaurant on
Walsingham Road is now open for dinner, too. Originally,
they only offered breakfast and lunch. “Business has been
very good here in Largo,” says owner George Soulellis.
“so we decide to try dinner, too.” The restaurant is located
at 14400 Walsingham Rd. They have a second location at
201 West Bay Dr. and a third one opening in Clearwater
Beach, this month, but those locations don’t serve dinner.
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RADIANCE MEDSPA’S 10TH YEAR

In April,
Radiance
Medspa will
celebrate its
10th year. The
Med Spa
specializes in
non-surgical
cosmetic
services for
the face and body and is the #1 provider of BOTOX and
Juvederm in Tampa Bay and among the top 1% in the United
States. Radiance is owned by Stephanie Schlageter.
Schlageter was born and raised in Evanston, near Chicago.
At 15, she took a job at the 350 slip Wilmette Harbor Marina
on Lake Michigan—driving dinghies, tying up boats and
pumping gas. Soon, she learned to work on small engines
and started an engine repair business on the side. By 19, she
was their harbormaster, and worked there for 11 years,
through college and graduate school.
“I always wanted to do something in the medical field,” says
Schlageter, “and I was good at math and science.” She
started at Boston’s Tufts University studying pre-med, but
ended up receiving a Mechanical Engineering degree as the
only woman in the class.
“On a lark after graduation, some friends and I went to
Czechoslovakia (now Czech Republic) and got jobs teaching
English. I lived outside of Prague for a year and traveled all
over Europe—what an experience.”
She returned to Chicago to pursue her Masters in Biomedical
Engineering at Northwestern University. Schlageter explains. “I
specialized in CT scanning and did my Master’s research in
the Brain Tumor Research Lab. There I also met my husband
Kurt, who was studying for his PhD in Neuroscience.”
“With my Master’s Degree, I got a job as a Research and
Development Engineer with a Largo medical manufacturing
company,” Schlageter continues. “I developed Orthopedic
surgical instruments. After several promotions, I was
responsible for managing a $500M division.”
In 2005, Schlageter, with a desire to work for herself, became
aware of a franchise for Radiance Medspa. “Medspas are a
relatively new concept,” Schlageter explains. “They weren’t
around 15-20 years ago. Now you see them everywhere.”
The concept - part medical and part retail, interested me and I
bought a franchise. So did hundreds of others. Unfortunately,
the franchisor abandoned the operation. Many lost everything
when the support disappeared. “I decided to go ahead on my
own,” Schlageter says with pride.
At first, Schlageter had five employees and a physician. Today,
there are twelve employees - two are physicians and four are
nurse practitioners. They are expanding their facility by adding
new treatment rooms, a training room and several employees.
Schlageter is very involved in the business community and is
the Chair-Elect for the Clearwater Regional Chamber of
Commerce. “One thing I value about having a successful
business is being able to channel that success back into the
community. We wouldn’t be where we are without community
support and we make it a priority to give back.”
The Schlageters, married for 20 years, live in Belleair Beach
with their a 15-year old daughter, Lauren. Husband Kurt is a
Medical Science Liaison for Bristol-Myers Squibb.
Radiance Medspa is located at 2894 West Bay Drive near Wild Fields.
Call them at 518-7100 or visit at www.RadianceMedSpa.com
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FROM THE DESK OF SHERIFF BOB GUALTIERI

Women volunteers recently donned hard hats and took a swing with hammers to build a home for a
mother in need. 33 female Sheriff’s Office employees recently had the opportunity to join Habitat for
Humanity of Pinellas County’s “Girl PowerHouse” initiative and build a house. “Girl PowerHouse” is
an effort funded by women, built by women, supervised by women and dedicated to a woman. These
women all join together with one goal: addressing the problem of substandard housing in our
Pinellas County Community.
The recent “Girl PowerHouse” build was for a single mother of a 12-year-old girl. Kimberly Sparks
and her daughter have recently been sharing a one bedroom apartment. While Kimberly holds a job
as a customer service representative, her income made the dream of owning a home unattainable.
That changed in March when she received the keys to her very own home thanks to Habitat for Humanity.
Kimberly even contributed her own sweat and tears to building the home that took over 1,500 volunteer hours to
complete. In addition to volunteering on her own home, Kimberly has volunteered an additional 200 hours building
other homes with Habitat for Humanity.
Volunteer hours are only a small portion of the process to be awarded a home. To qualify for a home, program
participants must complete a set of requirements, which take between six and 18 months, attend 18 homeownership
classes on topics like budgeting, home safety, and maintenance, and contribute $500 toward closing costs.
The Sheriff’s Office volunteers were eager to join in an amazing project for such a worthy cause. This build began in
January and the home was presented to Kimberly in March. To the volunteers, this build means community and
teamwork amongst co-workers within the agency. To Kimberly, a new home means a stable and safe environment
along with a new beginning for herself and her daughter.
The missions of Habitat and the PCSO are very much aligned – Habitat builds community, keeps families whole, and
provides them a safe place. We like when families feel safe and supported and their sense of community is strong.
We are extremely excited about this recently established partnership between Habitat and the Pinellas County Sheriff’s
Office. These partnerships are mutually beneficial in a number of ways: exposing residents to our services and
expertise, helping create positive interactions with local law enforcement, and granting us the opportunity to offer
ongoing support for good deeds, which could change the trajectory of the lives of some of our most vulnerable
residents. By “building” these partnerships and relationships within the community we are able to continue on our
overall mission of “Leading The Way For A Safer Pinellas”.
To stay connected with news and information about the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office, like us on Facebook; follow us
on Twitter; or to receive our bi-weekly electronic newsletter Inside the Star sign up on our website at www.pcsoweb.com.
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RECYCLE DO’S AND DON’TS

By Bob Griffin
Have you ever wondered what things you should and should not throw in our big blue recycle
bins? I have. Every time I toss in a plastic grocery bag or Styrofoam container from a restaurant, I
wonder, is that supposed to be in there?
After some research, I have put together a list of some of the things you should not recycle at the
curb. The first rule of thumb - look on the bottom of a bottle or food container. It will have a
printed number that ranges from 1-7 if it is recyclable. If it doesn’t, throw it in the garbage.
PLASTIC SHOPPING BAGS - This is the #1 NO-NO. They do not want the plastic bags you get at grocery,
hardware or other stores in the bins. They clog up the machines.
Take them back to the grocery stores where they have green bins at their front door, or put them in the dog bag stands
around some city. Better yet, take your own re-useable bags to the store and say NO to plastic.
STYROFOAM - Styrofoam cannot be recycled. Many stores are recognizing this and are changing to
paper/cardboard. In the meantime, throw it in your regular trash—not your recycling bins. Publix will accept Styrofoam
egg containers and the trays used in the vegetable department. Styrofoam peanuts used for packing can be donated back
to the closest UPS or packing store.

BATTERIES -

Per Florida law, it is illegal to dispose of nickel-cadmium or small sealed lead acid
rechargeable batteries in your trash.
It is OK to place normal alkaline batteries in the garbage, but never in the blue bins
as it causes contamination. 20% of the recycled waste collected at the curb is
contaminated and has to go through a separate, expensive, time-consuming process.
Nickel cadmium and small sealed lead acid rechargeable batteries need to be taken
to a Chemical Recycling event or the Pinellas County’s HEC-3 facility. Car & Boat
batteries are normally recycled where you buy new ones and you pay a recycling fee.
The following normally have a recycling bin: Best Buy, Home Depot, Lowe’s, Office
Depot, Target, Batteries-Plus, and some but not all Staples.
PAPER TOWELS AND NAPKINS - Even though they may be paper, they probably are not recyclable. Paper towels
are made differently than newspaper or computer paper and do not breakdown. Instead, they tear in the machines. Many
are contaminated by food products anyway. Do not recycle wax paper, either.
BUBBLE WRAP - Plastic bubble wrap and pillows used for packing should not be recycled at the curb. It is just like
plastic bags, they clog the machine. Donate them to the closest packaging / shipping store.
FOOD AND LIQUIDS - Do not use your recycle bin as a trash can.
Do not throw half-filled recyclable water/juice bottles in it. Empty and rinse
them out first. Same with pizza boxes with partial food remains – that is
garbage and can’t be recycled.
PLASTIC - Just because it is plastic does not mean it goes in the blue
bins. Plastic bottles and food containers with a 1 – 7 on the
bottom are good, but not bigger items and hard plastics, like
toys, tools and PVC. Some can be recycled, but not curbside.
GLASS - Not all glass belongs in your blue bin. If it came with food or drink inside, it is good to recycle.
Other glass like mirrors, windows, drinking glasses, vases, etc. is unfortunately, just trash.
METALS - Here again, the only metal you can recycle curbside is metal that contained food or drink aluminum or tin cans. No other metal, including pipes, faucets, nails and parts should go in the blue bins.
They are normally recovered at the County’s Waste-To-Energy Facility using magnets and other methods.
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS - When your home fire extinguisher reads empty do not put it in the recycle bin.
Do not take it to the fire station either. Instead, if you are sure it is totally empty, you may throw it in the
garbage. To know for sure that it is empty, pull the trigger, outside.
PINELLAS FACILITY - The Pinellas County HEC-3 facility is located at 2855 109th Avenue North (just off
28th Street N. one mile south of Roosevelt Blvd.) in St Petersburg. They are open Monday - Saturdays. Call
464-7500 with questions.
For more information on what to recycle and what not to recycle, visit: PinellasCounty.org/Recycle,
PinellasCounty.org/SolidWaste/SwapShop, PinellasCounty.org/SolidWaste/GetRidofit and Publix.com/Recycle.
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Justin Haywood of the Moody Blues with Hair & Makeup
specialist Dawn Sharron and assistant Dani Eyermann

STYLIST TO THE STARS

Downtown Clearwater has its own connection to the
stars with our very own celebrity stylist. Dawn Shannon
owner of Intuition Salon and Spa at 16 North Ft
Harrison has been the stylist for the stars, many of them.
Shannon moved here from Washington State in 1998
and fell in love with Clearwater. She opened her
Intuition Salon in 2003 and since has had the privilege
of working with several celebrities when they visit our
area of Florida. Among them are Kelly Preston and
George Takei (most widely known for playing Sulu on
Star Trek). In addition, Shannon has been hired to assist
with magazine covers, videos and personal
appearances.
Recently, Justin Hayward of the Moody Blues was
performing at the Capital Theatre. It was part of the
filming of a documentary “The Story Behind Nights in
White Satin”.
“I was chosen to help with Hayward’s hair partially
because of my reputation,” says Dawn, “and partly
because I know the producer of the documentary.
It didn’t hurt that Shannon’s shop is just around the
corner from the Capital Theatre, either. “This location
has been magical for me,” Dawn says. “Ever since I
opened my salon here, the business has found me. Kelly
Preston came to me.”
Shannon employs 10 people in her downtown
Clearwater location. She owns a second shop at 2053
Central Avenue, west of downtown St Pete. The
Clearwater location is open daily from 8 am to 8 pm.
Call for an appointment at 443-2927.
Visit www.IntuitionSalonandSpa.com, to learn more
about Intuition Salon.

10TH ANNUAL WINE & TAPAS
EXTRAVAGANZA

Belleair Rotary Club is having its annual Wine & Tapas
Extravaganza fundraiser Monday April 18, from 6 9pm. This year’s event will be Casino Style together with
Silent Auctions and once again, it will be at the Belleair
Country Club. Over the years, this event has raised close
to $200,000, and supported Belleair Elementary School,
UPARC, Salvation Army, Polio Eradication, The Rotary
Foundation, and La Clinica Guadalupana.
Restaurants include: E & E Stakeout Grill, Cafe' Largo,
Bon Appetit, Belleair Country Club, Nauti Nancy's,
O'Keefe's Irish Tavern, Bonefish Grill, Baystar Restaurants
(Island Way Grill, Marlin Darlin, Salt Rock Grill),
Wildflower Cafe, Cold Stone Creamery and The Pie
Factory. Luekens Liquors is the wine sponsor.
Tickets are $75 in advance and are available online at
www.BelleairRotary.org, from a Belleair Rotary member
or by calling 727-461-4567.
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HOUSING MARKET INFLUENCES

by Phyllis Franklin
So far this year, we have gone through a tumultuous stock
market and heard widely divergent presidential candidates
debate widely divergent economic policies.
You may by this point be finding your real estate crystal ball
a bit cloudy and confused. Should you Sell? Buy? In 2016?
Here are some things to think about:
Positives: Interest rates are currently very low. A 1% rise in
interest rates effects 10% in buying power. Someone who is
purchasing a home for $150K, can only afford $135K with a
1% interest rate hike. With low interest rates, we are seeing
more buyers in the market, who are motivated to buy before
rates rise. Good for Sellers - Good for Buyers.
Even if the stock market has a moderate dive, it may delay
The Fed from raising rates. Also volatility in the stock market
may pull some investors out of stocks and into the housing
market, which is a more tangible and conservative
investment.
Foreign investors sometimes see us as a safe haven for their
funds when their own markets are in trouble. We also still
seem to have a large pool of “baby boomers” that need to
buy retirement homes.
Negatives: Investors whose stock is worth less, have less
money to invest in real estate. Consumer confidence is
always a big factor in real estate. People are less apt to
commit to a large mortgage if they have concerns about
their economic future; they tend to step back until the dust
settles.
So these are some of the factors that monitor whether to buy
or sell in this economic climate and election year. I am
currently telling my sellers to move forward if an offer they
receive is at all reasonable. With buyers, the interest rates
are very low, and may well outweigh any current negatives in
the economic and political climate.

THE BELLEAIR PARKS &
RECREATION NEWS

Final Concert of the Season, April 17
The Belleair Parks & Recreation Department and Largo
Medical Center, invite you to join us at the Belleair Rec for
the biggest concert this little town has ever seen! Our final
concert of the 2016 season will be “The Diamonds”,
classic rock and roll with today’s attitude. In 1957, The
Diamonds released an instant million selling hit called
Little Darlin’. The song continues to sell worldwide and has
been dubbed “the National Anthem of Rock and Roll.”
Presented by Largo Medical Center, on Sunday, April 17,
from 5-8 pm at the Belleair Rec, gates open at 4 pm.
Limited tickets will be sold, so get yours today, $5 pre-sale
and $10 on the day-of the event. To purchase tickets or for
more information, call 727-518-3728 or visit
SundaysinBelleair.com
7th Annual Family Golf Tournament, April 30
Join the Belleair Rec for their biggest fundraiser of the year
with a day of golf at the prestigious Belleair Country Club.
Whether you play in the 4-person scramble or the
adult/junior tournament, it's sure to be a great time.
Afterwards, get ready for a night of entertaining contests,
cocktails, and dinner, followed by an awards presentation,
raffle, and auction! Festivities will begin at noon and last
through the evening.
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TAKE YOUR CHILDREN TO WORK DAY

Take-Your-Daughters-to-Work was a promotional educational
program that was started by the Ms. Foundation with the support
of Gloria Steinem and Ms. Magazine. The first such event took
place on April 22, 1993 and has been celebrated on the fourth
Thursday of April ever since. The event is always a school/work
day and schools have been provided literature to promote the
program with parents.
The concept was based on the idea that women had not been
encouraged to excel in the working world. Adolescent girls
received less attention than boys regarding their working
aspirations and careers. The program had several purposes
including increasing self-esteem for young girls and giving girls
some idea of the wealth of careers available to them. It also encouraged one-on-one time with their moms or dads.
The idea took off. Girls went off to work with Mom or Dad to spend the day learning what was involved in their daily
work activities. The program sparked the interest of the boys and some critics. The boys felt left out, when female
students got the day off.
Initially, the Ms. Foundation contended that the program was specifically designed to address self-esteem issues
unique to girls and initially resisted pressure to include boys. Much of the pressure came from educators who claimed
to see things differently.
One early Ms. Foundation proposal was to invent “Son’s Day” and hold that on a Sunday so boys would avoid
missing a day of school. Boys would be required to stay home cleaning, cooking and being educated about topics
such as sexism, rape and violence against women. That didn’t go over too well.
As a result of pressure, the program was officially expanded to include boys and became known as Take-Your-Son-orDaughter-to-Work Day. In 2003, and it became known as “Take-Your-Children-to-Work Day.”
In 2007, the event became a separate non-profit foundation managed by Carolyn McKecuen. Gloria Steinem
continued to be involved as a member of the board of directors.
Now in its 23rd year, the theme this year is “Sparking Aha! Moments” representing the greatness of imagination and
new ideas. They are expecting over 40 million youth and adult participants in 3 million work places.
We urge you to take your kids to work on April 28. Who knows--you both might learn something. Check with your
child’s school to gain approval to take your kids out of school that day.
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LOOK BETTER TOGETHER WITH COUPLES COOLSCULPTING!

By Dr. G. Joseph Fitzgerald
CoolSculpting® is the #1 body sculpting procedure, so it’s
not surprising that couples CoolSculpting is emerging as the
hottest trend for people who want to enjoy the
transformation together. Our practice is seeing a significant
jump in the number of couples who desire a safe, nonsurgical approach to eliminating fat for good and
improving their appearance. Most want to turn back the
clock and look as young as they feel, or re-ignite the spark
that brought them together in the first place.
If you’ve never heard about freezing the fat, CoolSculpting
is based on the process of cryolipolysis, a medical treatment
used to destroy fat cells. It’s basically controlled cooling to
just above freezing for non-invasive localized reduction of
fat. With more than 3 million procedures performed
worldwide, CoolSculpting is rapidly becoming the preferred
method for eliminating fat for good. Most importantly, it
requires no needles, no surgery and no downtime for
patients.
CoolSculpting technology features a variety of applicators
that are placed on a patient’s fatty areas. The machine’s
cooling plates then crystallize lipids in the fat cells. This
causes the slow collapse of the cells, resulting in cell death,
called cellular apoptosis. Since fat freezes before other
surrounding tissues in the body, CoolSculpting only targets
fat cells in the superficial fat layer, close to the skin. The
body then naturally eliminates the dead cells gradually,
resulting in long-lasting reduction of stubborn fat.
Love handles, muffin tops, saddlebags and double chins
are just a few examples of areas that can be treated with

CoolSculpting. A single session typically
results in a 25%-30% reduction of fat, and
a second procedure increases results to
50%. Clinically proven safe and effective,
patients enjoy noticeable, natural-looking
fat reduction in treated areas.
Couples can resume normal activities the
same day, but results are not immediate.
Changes may be seen as early as three
weeks after treatment ⎼ with the most dramatic results seen
after one to three months. PureLife Medi-Spa offers a free
weight loss program in combination with CoolSculpting. An
eight-week Detox B12 Program is available to help patients
reach their goals.
As the only practice with four CoolSculpting machines in
Southwest Florida, PureLife Medi-Spa can treat couples at
the same time in just one hour. Undergoing CoolSculpting
together is a way to not only rejuvenate appearance, but
also your relationship! If you’d like more information about
couples CoolSculpting, call (727) 595-3400 or visit
www.purelifemedispa.com today to schedule a free
consultation.
Dr. G. Joseph Fitzgerald, Owner and Medical Director of
PureLife Medi-Spa, has been practicing family practice
medicine for 20 years. Dr. Fitzgerald, MT(ASCP), is also a
Medical Technologist, and in 2013 was awarded a U.S.
patent for colon cancer prevention. Doc Fitz says,
“CoolSculpting is amazing science!” If you can squeeze it,
Doc Fitz and his staff can freeze it!
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CROSSWALKS IN THE BLUFFS

It is safer and easier to cross
Indian Rocks Road in Belleair
Bluffs thanks to the efforts of
two people - City
Commissioner Taylour Shimkus
and Public Works Director,
Robert David.
“We spent ten months getting
this project approved by the
County and finished,” says
Commissioner Shimkus. “Our
city has always had a need for
better crosswalks. I’ve had
many residents ask me about getting them.”
After some research, Taylour discovered that Pinellas
County had extra Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacons. They
were able to allocate a few to Belleair Bluffs; all the City
had to do was prepare the cement pad they are installed
on. The cost to the city was only a thousand dollars.
“I am very excited that the County allowed us the rights to
re-do our crosswalks on Indian Rocks Road at Sunset Rd
near The Plaza and on West Bay Drive west of the shopping
centers. West Bay Drive has been a 10-year dream for
some of our city planners.”
“We have plans to install medians in the near future, but
that is a much more expensive proposal,” continues Taylour.
“somewhere in the $10 to $15,000 range per median.”
“I see the crosswalks being used everyday,” adds Shimkus.
“I love that we can cross our busy streets and feel a bit
safer. Robert and I are thrilled to see this finally happen.”

BLACK TIE GALA BENEFITS THOSE
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

An omelet often varies in its ingredients but The Omelette
Party has been using the same recipe for success for 49
years to raise money for people with special needs.
Upon its inception, the committee of local residents invited
famed Chef Rudy Stanish from New York City to their
Clearwater homes for an evening of omelets and
champagne, followed by brunch the next morning. Known
as the "Omelet King," Stanish cooked for Paul and Bunny
Mellon, Goldman Sachs, and a parade of royalty and
celebrities. Today, this party has grown to more than 400
guests who enjoy the traditional omelets and champagne in
Rudy’s honor. Since the first party 49 years ago, The
Omelette Party has raised over $3.5M for The ARC Tampa
Bay and its mission to support and empower people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD).
This year’s Omelette Party will be Friday, April 15, at 7:30
pm at the historic home of Mr. Hugh Fuller, known as
Century Oaks Estates. After an opportunity to view the
home over cocktails, guests will enjoy live entertainment,
dinner and libations. Artwork created by the talented artists
of The ARC Tampa Bay’s Harborside Studios, an art
therapy program in Safety Harbor, will be displayed and
available for purchase. Guests will have the chance to
purchase additional fine art hand-selected by local art
agent Alison West Brown, to benefit The Arc Tampa Bay.
“I am in awe each year at the beauty of the party and the
work that the outstanding planning committee puts in. Their
dedication to The ARC Tampa Bay and the people with
I/DD we serve is evident” says Madison Orr Hauenstein,
The ARC Tampa Bay Foundation Executive Director.
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MY LIFE AS A MAYOR

by Chris Arbutine, Mayor of Belleair Bluffs.
Belleair Bluffs has been my hometown since my Dad started
our business, The Silver Queen in 1972. The family bought
a house here in 1976. I remember walking to work as a
child, passing Mayor Reed’s home and thinking “I would
like to be the Mayor, maybe when I turn 50.” Well I just
turned 50 on my last birthday, and I am blessed to have
gotten my childhood wish. Although, never did I suspect at
50 I would have already been Mayor for 15 years.
My progress toward the Mayor path was accelerated
because of the lack of positive change in the community.
The community was becoming stagnant and this was most
abundantly clear with the “shelving” of the City Hall/
Community Center project. I ran on the platform to go
forward and build it. The voters spoke and I was elected.
Since the election, I have been involved in completing many
important improvements: Community Center/City Hall was
built, the playground was added, public works building
built, Walgreens was built, Vistas of Belleair was built, over
$1,000,000 in drainage projects have been completed,
new high-rise bridge was built, bait house/bathrooms
completed, new crosswalks put in, and now a new fire
building is being built within the city limits. Also, we have
tackled and changed many ordinances and zoning issues.
With these positive changes, we have been able to attract
and keep many new business: Walgreens, Publix, Cody’s,
Panera, Bone Fish, Marlin Darlin, William Dean and
Westshore Pizza are some of the more recognizable ones.
Residents also have been able to make better use of their
properties with the new less restrictive ordinances, meaning

bigger homes or the
ability to add on and/or
put a pool in. Even with
this many changes, we
have still enabled Belleair
Bluffs to keep its quaint
feel.
I don’t want you to think I
did this alone! I have
worked side by side with
many different
Commissioners over the
past 15 years and of
course our great City Staff
has been working hard
for this progress the
whole time. Because of
the hard work and
decisions made by everyone working together, Belleair
Bluffs is flourishing and retaining its “hometown” feel, while
many other communities are failing and losing their identity.
When I moved here with my parents in 1976, Belleair Bluffs
was a residential community with a vibrant business district.
The city offered all the residents a place to enjoy their
families with a high quality of life in peace and safety.
Today, this still remains true due to the combined hard work
of many people throughout the years. We continue to be a
community that works together to preserve our city and
ensure that Belleair Bluffs will remain “Our Hometown”. I
am blessed to have been able to call this City my
hometown for the last forty years.
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BELLEAIR ROTARY
The Rotary in the Town of Belleair meets every Thursday at
12:15pm at the Belleair Country Club. The third Thursday
of the month is the general assembly and Board meeting.
They will host the 10th Annual Wine and Tapas
Extravanganza on Monday, April 18th at the Belleair Golf
and Country Club. Tickets are $75. Contact Ed Shaunasee
at 641-4567 or Ed@BelleairCC.com or visit
BelleairRotary.org.
BELLEAIR WOMEN’S REPUBLICAN CLUB
They meet monthly on the first Friday, with issue
appropriate speakers. Meetings are for lunch at 11:30am
at the Belleair Country Club, and normally cost $22 (pay at
the door; no credit cards.) Next meetings are May 6 and
June 3. To RSVP for meetings, call Susan Salmieri at
400-6006 or Renatta Cochran at 595-6678. Get more
information at www.BelleairWomensRepublicanClub.com
BELLEAIR SOCIAL CLUB
The Belleair Social Club meets every Tuesday morning at
9am in the back of Panera Bread. They meet for dinner
at different restaurants on the first and third Sunday at
6pm, and for lunch on the second and fourth Wednesday.
Membership is open to all seniors and there are no dues.
Couples are encouraged to join their fun. They would like
more male members. They plan monthly social meetings,
potluck get-togethers, dinners, movie nights and visits to
area attractions. Call Marilyn Daminato 585-9633.
MILITARY ORDER OF THE WORLD WARS
The Clearwater Chapter of the Military Order of the World
Wars meets for lunch on the first Tuesday of each month at
the Belleair Country Club. Social hour begins at 11:30am
followed by lunch and a short program. Next meetings are
April 5th and May 3rd. Members are retired active duty
Military Officers and their spouses or widows. They
welcome new members. To RSVP for lunch or to join, call
LTC. George Smith at 786-5578.
CLEARWATER COMMUNITY SAILING CENTER
Fun Racing is held the third Saturday each month. If you
are new to racing or an old hand at it, this is a fun way to
learn, and keep your skills sharp. Skippers meeting is at
noon on the deck, and racing is from 1pm to 3pm. They
also offers instruction in Stand Up Paddle boarding and
Kayaking. ClearwaterCommunitySailing.org.
BELLEAIR BEACH ISLAND GARDEN CLUB
Now in its 25th year, Membership is $20 per year and
guests are welcome. They meet the third Wednesday of
each month. Call Linda Wolling to RSVP 286-6567.
Contact Majorie Rose President, 238-8691.
DAUGHTERS OF AMERICAN REVOLUTION (DAR)
They meet on the third Friday of every month at the
Belleair Country Club for lunch beginning at 11:30am.
The next meetings are April 15 and May 13. To join,
please call Linda Mintz at 488-1068.
SUNCOAST CAMERA CLUB
Make friends with people who share your interests,
improve your photography and share your work.
Meetings are at The Hospice of Florida, 5771 Roosevelt
Blvd at 7pm. Call Veronica Serra at 512-4878 or visit
SuncoastCameraClub.org.

BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
Normally they meet on the first and second Wednesday
each month (October through May) at the Belleair Garden
Club at 903 Ponce de Leon Blvd in the Town of Belleair. .
The first Wednesday is a tea and general meeting. The
second Wednesday meeting normally has horticulture
programs. There are also field trips during the year.
Club membership is $50 per year, couples pay $55 and
seasonal members only $25. Guests are welcome. For
information, contact new President, Laura Katz, 581-4153
or email 1bkatz53@gmailcom for more information.
GREATER BELLEAIR YOUNG WOMEN’S SOCIETY
This group of 180 women live and work in the Belleair,
Belleair Beach, Clearwater, Clearwater Beach, Sand Key,
Largo and the surrounding areas. They meet monthly
from September through May. Various activities include:
Artsy Outing, Bridge, Bunko Babes, Bunko Bunkettes,
Canasta, Culinary Critics, Girls’ Night Out, Lit Ladies,
Lunch Bunch, Movie Madness, Tea & Scrabble, and
Theater Patrons.
They normally meet once a month (not including June
through August). The date and location may vary so check
their web site, www.GBYWS.org. Contact Jo-Ann Benware,
President, Joannbenware@MSN.com for information.
BELLEAIR BRIDGE CLUB
Do you want to play bridge? The Belleair Bridge Club
plays in the Belleair Bluffs City Hall Auditorium twice a
week, all year. It is coordinated by the Belleair Recreation
Center. Call Betty Grandoff at 669 5283 or the Belleair
Rec Center to play.
THE CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB
Chartered in 1911, this is one of the oldest Yacht Clubs in
the country, continuing the long-standing tradition of
yachtsmen the world over. Although, you don’t have a
boat to join. Half of their members don’t. Most of their
social activities center around regular parties and events in
their restaurant or Tiki-Bar out back.
The CYC Book Club reads and discusses a variety of
contemporary books, meeting once a month with
stimulating discussions. Periodically they have authors join
them to speak about their books.
June 11th is the first CYC Cruiser 50/50 Fishing
Tournament. Cost is $15 per fisherman. Afterwards there
will be a fish fry. Visit www. Clwyc.org to learn more.
They are offering a Summer 2016 Membership program,
effective from May 1 – Sept 30, 2016. There is no
initiation fee and dues are $100/month. There is no
monthly minimum spending, No reciprocity with other
clubs, and No overnight dockage. At the close of the
summer membership, the summer member in good
standing may be offered membership in a class of their
choice (Full, Social, or Junior) at the then current offer
rates for dues and initiation. Prospective members can
only take advantage of one such Summer membership
program. Call or email the office for more details! 4476000 or office@clearwateryachtclub.org
BELLEAIR BEACH LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB
They normally meet the second Tuesday of each month,
at various area restaurants. You do not have to live in
Belleair Beach to join, membership is $15 a year. To join,
call Lillian Nazario, President at 585-4843 or Sherrie
Morton at 581-8313.
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POSTAL FOOD DRIVE

May 14, the second Saturday in May, is the annual Food
Drive by the U.S. Post Office and your local Mail Carrier.
That day, leave your donated food by your mail box for
pick it up and they will get it to the local food bank.
Here are a few FAQ’s about the food drive.
Can I donate baby food, too? Please do not donate any
individual baby food items (including formula, jarred
vegetables and fruits, meals, snacks, infant cereal). Baby
food may be donated by the case or pallet, but single item
donations present potential contamination risks.
Can I donate toiletries or other personal care items? The
Food Drive is primarily a food drive, but if you also want to
give personal care items (such as diapers, laundry
detergent, soap, toilet paper and household cleaning
items) in addition to your regular donation, food banks
may be able to distribute or put them to good use with
organizations that also provide help to those in need.
Does my food donation stay local? Yes—all food stays in
your local community. It’s not shipped off to some regional
distribution center hundreds of miles away. If you want to
know where yours is going, call your local post office and
ask to speak to your local food drive person.
Can I give money in addition to (or instead of) food?
While we strongly encourage food donations over money
donations, we won’t turn away any donations. If you want
to give money, please avoid donating cash (for everyone’s
protection); just write a check made out to your local food
bank, food pantry or shelter, seal it in an envelope (no
postage required), write “Letter Carriers’ Food Drive” on
the envelope, and leave it by or in your mailbox.
Are my donations tax-deductible? Please contact your local
food bank. The food drive person at your local post office
should be able to help connect you.
How can I help (besides donating food)? If you would like
to volunteer with food distribution and sorting, or in any
other capacity, call your local post office and ask to speak
to the local food drive person there. You can also contact
your local Feeding America member food bank. Many
food banks have a great need for volunteers on Food
Drive Day as well as all throughout the year.
When will we know the results of this year’s drive? All
locals must have their results mailed in to the Letter
Carriers’ national headquarters in Washington, DC, by the
end of May. Typically, the tabulated results are expected to
be revealed the first week of June, and they will be posted
online as well as on Facebook and Twitter.

CITY OF CLEARWATER IS HIRING
SEASONAL BEACH LIFEGUARDS AND EVENT SUPPORT STAFF.

Beach Lifeguard: Minimum qualifications: Must be at least 17 years of age or older. Completion of USLA site specific
lifeguard training as well as a USDOT. 1st Responder course required within 6 months of hire. Must possess a valid
CPR card for professional rescuer or equivalent. Ability to pass a lifeguard skills test consisting of a 500-meter swim in
less than 10 minutes, and a one-mile run in 18 minutes or less combined. Skill in surf swimming in dangerous
currents and conditions. Possession of a valid State of Florida Drivers License. $12.73 per hour, training provided. For
more information, contact Patrick Brafford at (727) 462-6963.
Event Support Staff: Minimum qualifications: Completion of the 10th grade. Possession of a valid State of Florida
driver?s license. Ability to deal with the public in a tactful and courteous manner. Dependability in attendance for
outdoor work regardless of weather conditions. Good physical condition including good eyesight and hearing. Must
be able to lift and carry objects that weigh up to 40 pounds. Ability to work weekends and evenings during periods of
peak activity. $10 per hour. >For more information, contact Antwain Hamm at (727) 562-4804.

Organizational News...
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IRB BOAT CLUB More than 70 members enjoyed a
fabulous Sunday Brunch at Island Way Grill at the end of
February. They filled the floating docks and some members
even came by car. They all were seated together outside on
the South Patio. With the mild temperatures and bright
sunshine, it was a perfect day! If you missed it, plan to attend
next year.
The Club’s Annual Spring Intracoastal Waterway Cleanup
was March 12. More trash than normal was collected
including three tires, all from different vehicles! The Club
conducts two cleanups a year.
Below is a list of some up coming events on the water:
April 24: Afternoon at Salt Rock Grill
May 14: Fish Fry in Indian Rocks Beach
June 11-12: Tarpon Springs / Day trip or Overnight
The IRB Boat Club is not just for Indian Rocks residents. It is
for anyone who has a boat and wants a reason to use it. To
get involved, call Bob Griffin at 517-1997 or e-mail
Bob@IRBboatclub.com. Get more information at
www.IRBboatclub.com.
CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB
Their Annual Spring Plant Sale is April 16 from 9am to 2pm.
The event includes lectures on Florida Gardening,
demonstrations and plants for sale including a large
selection of hanging baskets, house plants, annuals,
vegetables and herbs. All plants are reasonably priced and
come from local gardeners. The event is at the Garden Club
on Seminole Street in Clearwater.
The Garden Club is proud of their new 40 plot Community
Garden and want to thank Moss and Associates for donating
a 16x20 shelter and small tool shed. “We’ve been looking
for ways to give back to the community,” said Erin Mutchler,
owner of Moss and Associates. “We decided that this project
was a perfect fit for us.” In addition to the shelter, eight rain
barrels have been set up to catch runoff from the roof, four
of which were donated by the owners of Farmer Boy
Restaurant on Drew Street.
The Club meets twice a month from October through May,
at 405 Seminole Street, Clearwater. For more information
contact, President Alice Jarvis at 391-3066 or email at
bgjala@aol.com.
CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUP
This newly formed group is for mothers of young children 4
and under who want to exercise and socialize with other
mothers. If you want to connect with other nearby families,
contact Shelly Clark at 385-7970 or email her at
IRBShellyClark@Yahoo.com.
NEW NEWCOMER CLUB
If want to meet new people, this not-for-profit group can help
the development of acquaintances and good fellowship. You
do not have to be new to the area to join. They meet
monthly at local restaurants and area country clubs on the
first Tuesday of each month normally for lunch with guest
speakers. Call Marie Micheel 530-5194.
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THE DALÍ MUSEUM’S VOLUNTEERS KEEP IT RUNNING SMOOTHLY

Volunteering at The Dalí
Volunteers are an integral part of the success of The Museum operations and
programming. Presently, 415 active volunteers, ranging in age from 16 to 90,
contribute their time and talents in a variety of ways. Students (high school and college)
are also welcome to volunteer for approved course credit or scholarship requirements.
Areas of opportunity include guest relations, education, membership, marketing,
operations, evening and daytime special events, and more. Training is provided and
volunteers receive special benefits for their service. The Dalí seeks volunteers from all
backgrounds. A background in art is not required for most volunteer opportunities.
Their Docent Program is the heart of The Museum’s educational mission. Adult Docents
create and conduct public tours of The Museum’s permanent and visiting exhibitions as
well as private tours arranged by the Group Tours department. Over 100 docents
currently lead tours at the Museum.
Adult docents enroll in a 17-week training program (roughly the equivalent of a three
Pam Whitaker (right) and Rachel
credit university-level course) that consists of 15 two-hour lectures, three written tests,
Furlott (center) help a guest at the
and a final mini-tour examination. After completing the initial training, docents are
information desk
required to conduct a specific number of tours each month for at least one year.
In addition to the initial training period, there is ongoing training for docents including curatorial walk-throughs of
new exhibitions, refresher classes and advanced seminars. Docents are responsible for developing their own tours and
are encouraged to develop a repertoire of tours for specific audiences and special interest groups.
Museum docents can choose to become “Dalí Vision” Docents and teach outside of The Museum by presenting at
schools, hospitals, recreation centers, after-school programs, social service groups and other community
organizations.
As part of the Junior Docents summer program, elementary and middle school students are trained in a mini-docent
course that enables them to share general information about Dalí and his paintings. This program introduces students
to artistic processes, builds self-esteem and public speaking skills, and brings families to the Museum.
The Dalí encourages people of all ages, ethnicities, and cultures to apply. The Dalí welcomes visitors from more than
30 nations; those who speak additional languages (other than English) are especially encouraged to get involved.
Pam Whitaker - Coordinator of 400 volunteers
Pam Whitaker once just a Dalí Museum volunteer is the Volunteer Coordinator overseeing all 415 volunteers. From
2008 to 2011, she was a volunteer that showed up and did what she was asked to do. In 2011, Pam was offered a
full time job as The Dalí Director of Visitor Experience, which is how they describe the volunteer’s mission.
“We have people of all ages volunteering here--teenagers, students, young and old. We have many volunteers in their
70s and 80s”, says Whitaker. “People volunteer here for a wide variety of reasons. Many students get community
credit in high school and college. Many of the senior citizens do it for social reasons—to meet people and to feel
useful.”
“Our volunteers are diverse with unique backgrounds and skill sets. We have former teachers and business people;
some have graphics, presentation or other specialized skills. The main thing we emphasize though is to have fun
while working,” Whitaker explains.
Many volunteers speak foreign languages. Often visitors call The Dalí and ask if they can have a tour in their native
language. Naturally Spanish is the second most requested language, but there are guides that speak Japanese,
Chinese, German, French, Russian, and some others.
“We consider our volunteers to be Ambassadors for St. Petersburg and the Tampa Bay area. One out of six Dalí
guests are from outside the U.S. We want them to know about our whole area, not just The Dalí,” Whitaker explains.
“People ask us about where to eat and what else to do nearby. We know our guests go back to their homes in other
states and countries and talk about their experience. We want our volunteers to represent us and the area favorably.”
Some volunteers participate in field trips to other museums and attractions, so they can become aware of what those
facilities offer—plus it is a reward for their hard work. Volunteers also make presentations at other locations away
from The Museum such as at schools, businesses and meeting groups.
“Our goal is for our volunteers to have a wonderful experience working here, and to pass that experience on to our
Dalí visitors, Whitaker concludes.
Rachel Furlott - A Dalí Volunteer at 85
Rachel Furlott, age 85, has been volunteering at The Dalí since her husband died, 5 years ago. She works in the
Audio Department, handing out headsets. “We have had headsets for many years, but in January, we introduced a
new more modern system”, says Furlott.
Furlott does not get paid for volunteering, but she says she gets a lot out of it. “I meet the most wonderful people.
Many are from other states and nations,” she says happily. “I have made many new friends here.”
Furlott works two to three hour shifts, four days a week which is ten to twelve hours a week. Last year she worked over
1,000 hours at The Dalí, but she does not call it work. Also, she has participated in The Dalí “Travel Council” taking
field trips to other cities and attractions. “We went to Tampa, Sarasota and even Naples, last year,” she adds.
“Volunteering at the Dalí has been a wonderful experience.”
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RADIANCE MEDSPA TEAMS UP
WITH DECKER ROSS INTERIORS

When Radiance
Medspa owner,
Stephanie
Schlageter,
decided it was
time to expand
her business, it
was only natural
to turn to local
designer, Suzan
Decker Ross, for
her interior design
expertise. For years, the two highly regarded professional
women have worked together through their extensive
community involvement - from the Clearwater Regional
Chamber of Commerce and Clearwater Jazz Holiday, to
various charity, like HEP (Homeless Empowerment Project).
For this project, design work encompasses space planning and
furniture layout, color scheme, flooring, finishes, lighting, and
art to ensure the entire medspa is not only functional, but
creates the desired ambiance for their clientele - a tasteful
atmosphere of relaxation and rejuvenation. Decker and
designer Marci Tempesta are incorporating natural elements
into the sleek, modern, sophisticated design which will feature
a teal, grey and silver color scheme. They are working closely
with the contractors heading up the expansion’s construction which will double the square footage of the existing facility.
Schlageter is particularly excited about the opportunities the
new “Radiance University” community room will provide. It will
host educational programs as well as networking events- such
as AchieveHERS and the Belleair Bluffs Business Association.
Radiance will provide food/drink and marketing support for
local charities like: HEP (Homeless Empowerment Project),
Habitat for Humanity, Hammers & Heels, SPCA 1000 Bitches,
and Fab 50- when they are utilizing this room. Supporting the
community is the primary goal of the new room.

PIER 60 SUGAR SAND FESTIVAL

The 4th Annual Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival will transform
America’s best beach into a museum of dazzling sand
sculptures April 15 to 24. The theme is “All Out Music.”
Ten world-class sculptors will rock around the clock sculpting
elaborate sand sculptures from Clearwater’s internationallyfamous sugar sand. The works of art will be on display for
ten days in a 21,000-square-foot tent. More than 1,000 tons
of Clearwater sand will be brought to life, taking visitors on a
musical journey through the decades.
Team Sandtastic will return for a fourth year to sculpt the
exhibit and compete in the Master Sand Sculpting
Competition, which will give visitors an up-close, personal
look at these fascinating artists. We will rock you throughout
the ten-day festival with a variety of free activities including
six nights of concerts on the beach, sand sculpting clinics,
speed sand demonstrations, a children’s play area, extended
Sunsets at Pier 60 hours, fireworks, amusements and
entertainment. Last year’s festival drew 30,000 visitors to the
exhibit. More than 100,000 participants took advantage of
the free activities during the festival.
Admission is $10 / adults, $5 / ages 6 - 17 years, $7 / 55
and older, military personnel, police officers, firefighters and
teachers. Five and younger are free.
Visit sugarsandfestival.com or follow the activities at
facebook.com/Pier60SugarSandFestival.

Fun Things To Do Nearby
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MCGOUGH NATURE PARK IN LARGO

Even though it is in its 22nd year,
many people have never been to
McGough’s Nature Park, also called
The Narrows Park. Located at 11901
146th St N, Largo, on the
Intracoastal Waterway by the
Walsingham Road bridge.
McGough’s Park is known for its a
pond where over 200 turtles live. In
addition, there is a butterfly garden,
live birds on display, a 300-foot
Intracoastal Waterway overlook and
miles of paths including a 1,200foot, tree-lined boardwalk where you
can wander through the shady oak
hammock or the mangroves. Four picnic shelters, an indoor
classroom and a playground area can be reserved for special
functions such as reunions and birthday parties.
The new Narrows Environmental
Education Center inside the park
is home to many reptiles and
birds of prey, including a new red
morph Screech Owl, Barred Owl,
Great Horned Owls and a hawk.
All have been permanently injured
and cannot survive in the wild.
In addition to the fully staffed
educational center, the park has
miles of paths a tree-lined
boardwalk a few feet above the
natural Florida habitat. A casual
walk through the park may take
between 45 and 60 minutes.
In addition to all of this, the park
offers a some activities you may not know about
ARCHERY - A few times a year, they offer archery courses,
which include a little history about the sport and the proper
way to shoot a compound bow. The next course is March 5.
TURTLE TROT April 9 - The annual 5K Run held each April is a
fundraiser for the Friends of Largo Nature Parks. The course
runs through nearby Bonner Park and McGough Park. Register
online at active.com for $20 in advance or $30 day of.
READING WITH A RANGER – Let your preschoolers share a
story, a morning hike and a snack with one of the rangers on
the first Thursday of every month and starts at 10:30 am and
costs $5 per family.
COMMUNITY VEGETABLE GARDEN - You can plant, tend and
harvest your own veggies in the park’s Community Garden.
Different sized plots are available, ranging in cost from $40$60 per year. Six-month terms also available.
RAPTORS UP CLOSE - See the magnificent birds of prey up
close, Thursdays at 2 pm and Saturdays at 1 pm. Volunteers
share enrichment activities with a different raptor each week.
MONTHLY NATURE HIKES - Volunteers offer guided walks
through different Largo Parks at different times, in the early
morning and near sunset. Call for the next McGough tour.
Admission to the park is free. It is open Tuesday through
Sunday from sunrise to sunset. For more information on this
and other Largo parks visit LargoNature.com or
PlayLargo.com. Call McGough Park directly at 518-3047.
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ARE YOU TURNING 65
THIS YEAR?

CONFUSED ABOUT MEDICARE?
DO YOU KNOW WHAT TO DO
WHEN YOU ARE 64 1/2?

I can help you through the Medicare Maze.
I am an Independent Agent that works with
most of the companies and can help you
decide which plan is best to fit your needs.
Call for a free consultation.

LINDA BULLERMAN, CLTC 727-501-1444
Independent Insurance Specialist

CONVERT YOUR TAXABLE IRA
TO A TAX FREE IRA*

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group
A successful financial plan is usually not
accomplished by chance, but by doing a
lot of little things at the right time, in the
right way, and for the right person. After
all, financial planning is not something
done by using a cookie cutter approach
as it should be individualized to be
successful.
Many a person is disappointed to learn that they must
begin taking the Required Minimum Distribution (RMD)
from their traditional IRA when they reach age 70½.
Further, they are none too happy when they recall that
they must pay income taxes on the withdrawals. The
RMD is based on a table provided by the IRS and each
year as life expectancy decreases - the percentage
withdrawn increases. Thus, it can often put the IRA
owner into a higher tax bracket.
One way to potentially minimize the effect of the RMDs
on taxes is to slowly convert the traditional IRA into a
Roth IRA. Unlike a traditional IRA, a Roth IRA does not
have RMDs until the owner dies. Also, the Roth IRA
grows tax free.
Let’s suppose that you have $400,000 in your IRA and
that you are required to take out $12,000 (3%) this
year. This money is not eligible for conversion. Let’s
further assume that you are in the 15% tax bracket and
your beneficiaries are in a higher tax bracket. You
discover that you could take out another $8,000 from
the IRA and still be in the 15% bracket. Of course, this
means you will have to pay another $1,200 in taxes; so
why would you do it?
Over time you will likely lower your tax bill and the taxes
paid by the beneficiaries. You want to pay the income
taxes with money from sources other than the IRA in
order to convert the entire $8,000, not the after tax
amount of $6,800. If you only put in the after tax
amount, you may as well have left the money in the
traditional IRA. Next, because you took “extra” money
out this year, there is less available in the IRA next year
which lowers your RMD and means you are less likely to
be pushed into a higher tax bracket.
If you would like to discuss converting your Traditional
IRA to a Roth IRA, please take advantage of a one-hour
no obligation meeting with one of our professionals.
Also, be sure to visit with your tax advisor.
V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chairman and CEO
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105 Clearwater, FL 33756
727-441-9022 ferrara@provise.com
*Distributions may be subject to taxes if certain
requirements or exceptions are not met. Please consult
with your advisor.

Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise
Management Group, LLC.
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SUMMER CAMPS

It’s time! If you plan to enter your kids in a summer camp
this year, don’t wait until June. Do it now. Most summer
camps register early and many sell out.
BELLEAIR REC CENTER: The Belleair Parks and Recreation
Department will be offering summer camps for ages 6-12
from June 6 through August 12. Morning camp is from 8
am until noon and features field trips, dress up days,
games, arts and crafts, specialty days and more! Space is
limited to 100 per week. Visit www.belleairrec.com or call
(727) 518-3728.
FREE SUMMER PRE-K: Registration is open for the free
summer voluntary pre-kindergarten program presented
by Pinellas County Schools from June 13-July 29.
Children must be 5-years old on or before September 1st
to qualify. Visit www.VPKPinellas.net to complete the
online application and get more information. For
questions, call 400-4411 or the VPK office at 588-6513.
THEATRE CAMPS: Largo Cultural Center is offering the
magic of live theatre camps. Teens 12-18 are invited to
sign up for Legally Blonde, The Musical, - June 13 to July
2. Children ages 9-13 can register for Disney’s Peter Pan
Jr., - July 18 to August 6. Both are 3-week camps,
Monday-Friday, 9am to 4pm. Kids 13-18 interested in
working behind the scenes, can sign up for the Technical
Theatre Production Camp, - for July 25 to August 6. Visit
www.LargoArts.com or call 587-6751 for information.
LARGO CAMPS: The City of Largo offers many other of
Summer Camps. Registration has already started. Visit
LargoSport.com, LargoEvents.com or LargoParks.com.
AUTISTIC SAILING CAMP: Freedom Sailing Summer
Camp is a special camp for autistic children, 8 years old
and up, where they will learn to sail or paddleboard. The
2-week camp starts June 20th, July 5 and July 18th. Visit
www.FreedomSailingCampofFlorida.com or call Bonnie
Monroe at 224-1726.
THE BEACH ART CENTER: Kreative Kids Summer Art
Camp is for ages 5 and up. There are eight separate
week-long, half-day sessions Monday through Friday 9
am – noon or 1 -4 pm from June 13 through August 5.
Fees per weekly half day sessions: Non-Member - $85 +
Materials Fee, Members - $75 + Materials Fee.
Scholarship and siblings discounts are available. Visit
www.beachartcenter.org or call 727-596-4331.
HUMANE SOCIETY CAMPS: The Humane Society of
Pinellas is offering four separate week-long camps this
year for ages 7-12 where kids will spend a week learning
about animal care, behavior, current events and animal
careers. Camps are: June 13th - 17th, June 27th - July
1st, July 11th - 15th and July 25 - 29th. To learn more,
go to www.HumaneSocietyofPinellas.org.
TAMPA BAY WATCH ESTUARY ED-VENTURES: Tampa Bay
Watch expands its Summer Camp offerings with multiple
opportunities for learning and adventure from its Tierra
Verde headquarters. Its location on Shell Key Preserve
provides Summer Camps with exciting hands-on
opportunities to learn about marine ecology and
restoration. Call 867-8166 or visit TampaBayWatch.org.
McGOUGH PARK: This nature camp, called
Naturemania, begins June 13 and runs Monday-Friday
from 9am-1pm. This unique half day summer camp is
jam-packed with nature related activities for ages 7-15.
Camp includes hiking, park exploration, trips, guest
speakers, arts and crafts, swimming and sports. Get
more info at www.LargoCamps.com. or call 518-3125.
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“HOW BASEBALL EXPLAINS AMERICA”

A book by Hal Bodley
Belleair Beach resident Hal Bodley has just published his
latest book, “How Baseball Explains America.” Issued by
Triumph Books, it examines the connection between
baseball and our country’s history.
“It’s one of the most important books ever written on
baseball,” says New York Daily News columnist Bill
Madden.
In the foreward written by Pulitzer Prize winner George F.
Will, he states: “It has been well said that God gave us
memory so we could have baseball in winter. I think God
gave us Hal Bodley so we could have baseball in winter.
And so now, we could have baseball in the 1960s,
1970s, 1980s, 1990s, and 2000s.”
How Baseball Explains America is a fascinating, one-ofa-kind journey through the sport known as America’s
pastime. Longtime USA Today baseball editor/columnist
Bodley, dean of America baseball writers who’s been
covering the sport for 55 years, explores just how
essential baseball is to understanding the American
experience.
Bodley, who’s interviewed six sitting U. S. Presidents,
takes readers into the Oval Office with George H. W.
Bush and Bill Clinton, plus sit-down interviews with
George W. Bush as the former presidents share their
thoughts on the game.
Bodley looks at baseball’s struggles with performance
enhancing drugs alongside America’s war on drugs. He

talks about the enormous
achievements of Commissioner
Bud Selig, calling him the
greatest commissioner in the
history of the game.
An unabashedly celebratory
explanation of America’s love
affair with baseball and the
men who make it possible, this
work sheds light on topics such
as the role Jackie Robinson’s
signing with the Dodgers
played in the civil rights
movement, how baseball’s
westward expansion mirrored
the growth of our national
economy, and the military
lineage of such legends as Joe
DiMaggio and Ted Williams.
Bodley, 77, currently senior correspondent for MLB
Advanced Media, has covered baseball since 1958. He’s
a founder and former president of the Associated Press
Sports Editors Association and has served as a broadcast
analyst for CBS, CNN and NBC. He’s won over 40
regional and national writing awards.
How Baseball Explains America is available at all
Barnes & Noble book stores, on Amazon.com and
Triuimphbooks.com.
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HANDS OF HEALING DINNER &
AUCTION FUNDRAISER APRIL 15

Hands of Healing Medical Mission, a 501(c)(3) has been
conducting medical mission trips to Guatemala since
1998. The nonprofit, whose members are from our local
communities, provides medical, dental, and vision care to
the indigenous people of Guatemala where close to 80%
have No ACCESS to health care and 58% of the children
have growth stunting and cognitive impairment due to
malnutrition! To provide these services, the Hands of
Healing team relies on the success of fundraisers to
purchase the much needed medications, glasses, vitamins
and other medical/dental supplies to take to Guatemala.
This year, Hands Of Healing is holding a live and silent
auction including dinner at the Belleair Country Club,
Belleair, on Friday, April 15, at 6 pm. This fun filled
evening includes a full course dinner including prime rib,
vegetarian lasagna, salmon, truffle chicken breast, and
desserts. Silent and live auctions will be held for items
which include a wide range of items such as Waterford
crystal, jewelry, designer handbags, fishing trips, golf
excursions, chef dinners, ski vacations, vacation condos,
games and raffles and much, much more! Tickets may be
purchase for $45 at handsofhealing.ejoinme.org/auction.
This fundraiser will enable the organization to continue its
annual medical mission trip to Guatemala and serve
below poverty level stricken families.
In addition to attending this fun event, you can make a
difference by becoming a donor or a sponsor. Your
donated item or service will be attractively displayed and
viewed by hundreds of guests the night of the event and
on the Greater Giving website. People like to do business
with supporters of like causes. For more information about
making a auction donation, please contact Nancy Dowd at
tdowd127@aol.com.
Sponsorships are available for $5,000, $2,000, $1,500
and $500. Sponsorships opportunities are an excellent
way to promote your business or fulfill your servant heart.
Our marketing campaign will reach over 1,000 people
through social media, the event itself and our websites,
newsletters and advertising. For sponsorships information,
contact Cindi Thomas at thomasjtct@hotmail.com.
Lastly, you may make a donation specifically for the
purchase of medications, glasses and or vitamins by going
to Charitable Giving at handsofhealing.ejoinme.org.
Contact Betsy Bomar at betsy.bomar2@gmail.com
To learn more about Hands of Healing Medical Missions
Organization visit handsofhealingmedicalmissions.com or
see their stories on Facebook - Hands Of Healing
Guatemalan Team.

CLEARWATER BEACH TASTE FEST
& RESTAURANT WEEK

Clearwater Beach’s popular restaurant week returns May
9th to the 22nd. Experience fine dining & casual cuisine
from the best restaurants on beautiful Clearwater Beach,
and the surrounding area. During Restaurant Week, each
participating restaurant will offer a delicious prix fixe menu
priced from $15 to $35.
The week kicks off with the Clearwater Beach Taste Fest on
May 6th from 6 to 9pm. on Beach Walk. The evening will
feature a tasting from each participating restaurant, wine &
craft beer, live music, raffle items and a fireworks display
at 9 pm. Visit www.clearwaterbeachrestaurantweek.com.

