GRAND PRIX EDITION / 2013

The Grand Prix, Coming Soon!
ST. PETERSBURG’S GRAND PRIX WOULD MAKE ALBERT WHITTED PROUD

Detroit, Birmingham, Houston and Long Beach are among
the U.S. cities that apparently are in agreement with St.
Petersburg when it comes to hosting Grand Prix style racing
through their cities. Of them all, the Sunshine City possibly
has more of the look, the feel and, yes, even the smell of
several of the older more famous European racing circuits,
thanks to our waterfront location. The racing includes heats
in several different classes of automobiles from the open
wheel Indianapolis rockets to special events for ordinary
folks with deep pockets and their own Ferrari.
The races along Albert Whitted Airport and the yacht basin
are in their ninth season and event organizers have signed
a contract with the city for at least four more years, through
2017. Each year as barricades and fencing are put in place
around the street course, the same comments or complaints
can be heard. The event is too noisy. It’s too disruptive to
downtown business and to traffic. All valid comments, to
be sure, but then there is the fact of international exposure
and long-term promotion for the Tampa Bay area.
This year, for the third season, the Izod IndyCar series will
use this as their season kickoff leading to the famed
Indianapolis 500. Another promotion effort intended to
broaden local interest will be staged outside the downtown
area a few days before the St. Pete racing. This year’s
Grand Prix is giving reporters a chance to team up with

selected drivers and race hi-tech go karts at an extremely
well equipped track in nearby Palmetto, Florida.
Before the street races actually take place, the public will
learn how the Honda Grand Prix of St Petersburg fared in a
new Chamber of Commerce recognition program called
the Good ‘Burger Award, established to recognize a
community business, individual or organization making a
positive impact on the greater St. Pete area. With a live,
world-wide television audience in more than 200 countries,
the racing, known “world’s fastest spring break” obviously
creates enormous public relations opportunities for our city.
The 1.8 mile Honda Grand Prix of St. Petersburg takes
place March 22-24, 2013 on a 14-turn waterfront circuit
past St. Petersburg Harbor and Marina then circles Pioneer
Park, the Progress Energy Center for the Arts, and the
Salvador Dali Museum then whines down the runways at
Albert Whitted Airport.
The namesake for this popular general aviation facility
would no doubt be proud to have his name connected to
this racing event. Albert Whitted was a home-grown whiz
kid among the first group of young men to be trained as a
U.S. Naval Aviator. He loved flying and speed. After the
Great War, he returned home in 1916 and opened St.
Pete’s first motorcycle shop, selling the famed Indian
motorcycle. He raced whenever he could, once taking on a
city fire engine and winning by several blocks. On another
occasion, Albert and a friend planned an all-out motorcycle
race down Central Avenue. In a warm-up run, he hit about
50 mph. He also hit a pothole that sent him sprawling.
Albert suffered minor scrapes and bruises, mainly to his
ego. It’s a safe bet that Grand Prix organizers and city
work crews will do a thorough pothole check prior to any
warm-ups this year.
Story by Nevin Sitler, photo courtesy of Honda Grand Prix of
St. Petersburg
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START THE ENGINES!

It’s almost time for the 9th Honda Grand
Prix of St Petersburg. In this special edition of
the Downtown St Petersburg Newsletter, we
wanted to give you an overview of what you
might like to know about the race…past and
present.
We tried to talk to everyone involved in St.
Petersburg’s signature race. We interviewed
the people who were involved in the very first
race. We talked to some drivers who raced
the course. Tim Ramsberger, President of the
Honda Grand Prix sat down with us and
discussed his background and how he got
involved. City Employees who supply time
and attention to the event before, during and
after the race gave us their perspective.
Finally we interviewed area business owners
and residents who are affected by the weeks
of set up and tear down who either love or
hate this event.
All of this information, plus a map and basic
facts are all in this Newsletter. We hope you
enjoy this different view of St. Petersburg
unique race. Regardless how you feel
about the race, there is no doubt that the
Honda Grand Prix is another chance to
show people worldwide what a great place
St. Petersburg is to live, work or even visit.

GRAND PRIX OF ST. PETERSBURG
2013 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

FRIDAY, March 22, 2013
8:00
6:00 PM
8:00
8:30
Practice
8:35
9:05
Practice
9:25
9:55
Practice
10:10 10:55
Practice
11:10 11:55
Practice
12:10 12:40
12:55 1:25
Practice
1:40
2:25
Practice
2:40
3:25
Practice
3:40
4:10
Practice
4:25
4:55
Practice
5:10
5:55
Qualification
6:15
SATURDAY, March 23, 2013
8:00
6:00PM
8:00
8:30
Qualification
8:35
9:05
Qualification
9:25
10:10
Qualification
10:25 11:10
Practice
11:25 11:55
12:15 12:55
Race #1
1:10
1:50
Race #1
2:05
3:15
Qualification

Gates Open
USF2000
Pro Mazda
Pirelli World Challenge
Firestone Indy Lights
IZOD IndyCar Series
Historic Sportscar Racing
Pirelli World Challenge
Firestone Indy Lights
IZOD IndyCar Series
USF2000
Pro Mazda
Pirelli World Challenge
5K Run

Gates Open
USF2000
ProMazda
Firestone Indy Lights
IZOD IndyCar Series
Historic Sportscar Racing
USF2000
Pro Mazda
IZOD IndyCar Series
followed by Firestone Fast 6
3:40
4:40
Race - 45 laps Firestone Indy Lights
4:15
5:15
Autographs
IndyCar drivers @ Fan Village
5:00
6:00
Race #1
Pirelli World Challenge
SUNDAY, March 24, 2013
8:00
5:00 PM
Gates Open
8:00
8:35
Indy Experience
8:45
9:15
Warm-up
IZOD IndyCar Series
9:30
10:10
Race #2
USF2000
10:25 11:25
Race #2
Pirelli World Challenge
11:50 12:30
Pre-race
IndyCar
12:00 3:00
Race - 110 laps IZOD Indy Car Series
(Green flag 12:30 PM)
2:45
3:30
Post-race
IndyCar
3:00
3:40
Race #2
Pro Mazda
4:00
4:30
Historic Sportscar Racing

RESERVED GRANDSTAND TICKETS
Rows
Adult
Junior
Upper
$135
$100
Lower
$105
$70
SUNDAY ADMISSION - RESERVED SEATING
Rows
Adult
Junior (12 & Under)
Upper
$100
$75
Lower
$75
$50
GENERAL ADMISSION TICKETS
Day(s)
Adult
Junior(12 & Under)
3-Day
$55
$30
Sunday Only
$50
$25
Saturday Only
$35
$20
Friday Only
$20
$20
FIRESTONE INDYCAR PADDOCK PASSES
Adult
Junior(12 & Under)
3-Day
$62
$60
Single Day
$40
$30
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Did You Know...
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SATURDAY
MARKET
MOVES FOR
RACE During
the race set up,
The Saturday
Morning Market
moves to Central
Avenue the week
prior (March 16).
Logistically, it is
complicated and
expensive,
costing about
$3,500. They
need a street
closure permit that requires permission from about 15
building owners. The Market is closed the week of the
race, resulting in about $120,000 in lost sales for the
130 vendors. For small businesses, it is significant. The
city works extremely hard to enable them to be back in
the parking lot at Al Lang the week after the race,
however that can be affected by the weather. They plan
to reopen in the Progress Energy parking lot March 30th.
___________________________________________________
FIRST AIDE 80 fire rescue and other personnel are onsite at four medical first aid stations, as well as in full fire
suppression gear on Pit Row for each race. The
department’s marine dive team is also on-call for any
water-related emergencies around the race circuit or
specially-constructed Yacht Club.
_________________________________________________
WELDED SHUT One of the most unusual tasks city crews
do each year is to weld the manhole covers shut
throughout the circuit so race cars don’t rattle them loose
when speeding over them at 170 mph.
___________________________________________________
FIRST RIGHT TURN When Indy Racing became the
sanctioning body of our race, the course was very different
for Indy drivers. The IRL only ran on oval tracks – referred
to as “one long left turn.” St. Petersburg was the first race
allowing their drivers to make a right turn.
___________________________________________________
NEED ANOTHER NEWSLETTER? The UPS Store at
200 2nd Avenue S. and Mikey’s Market in Old
Northeast at 1535 4th Street N. have extra copies.
___________________________________________________
WINNERS
The drivers
winning the
Honda Grand
Prix of St.
Petersburg are
Dan Wheldon
(2005), Helio
Casroneves
(2006, 2007,
2012),
Graham Rahal
(2008), Ryan
Briscoe,
(2009), Will
Power (2010)
and Dario
Franchitti
(2012). Team Penske has had the most wins with five.

and More...
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HOW DO YOU
BUILD A TRACK?
Approximately 250
workers will take
35 days to build
the track and four
days to remove it,
returning the
streets to normal
traffic. It will be
another three
weeks though,
before all traces of
the race are gone.
There is 20,000
feet of steelreinforced concrete block - 20 million pounds of concrete
in total, 44,000 feet of chain-link fencing lining the track
and more than 12,000 tires in the track’s tire walls.
Minimum track width is 26 feet; maximum track width is
63 feet. The front straight that is 2,350 feet or 4/10 of a
mile long. The infield has four bridges, eight grandstands
and five race car paddocks.
_________________________________________________
GARBAGE The race generates nearly 70 tons of trash and
recycled materials from fans, food service, race teams and
others. After each day of racing, St. Pete’s Sanitation Dept
works through the night to collect the trash which was
emptied by private contractors into 20 city 30-yard roll-off
containers plus recycling containers. The race also has six
compactor units on-site for food-based trash.
_________________________________________________
MORE THAN JUST CLEAN STREETS Six street sweepers
are utilized during the weekend making sweeps of the race
circuit before a race begins, between each race, following
any crashes and at the end of the day. In addition,
following the race, the entire race site is combed for any
metal debris to be removed to ensure these materials don’t
end up in the city’s storm drains.
_________________________________________________
WHY ISN’T THE RACE THE SAME WEEKEND EACH
YEAR? The date of the race moves because it is
determined by television networks. It has been on ESPN
and ABC. It has also been the first race of the racing
schedule
for several years.
_________________________________________________

ROADS CONSTRUCTION AND REPAIR In 2003, the
roads comprising the race circuit were paved with a special
airport-grade asphalt to support high speed racing. The city
maintains the surface during the year and especially during
race week, making repairs as necessary. Road crews also
build a series of basically giant speed bumps throughout
the course, and construct “gasoline alley,” a four-day
temporary road from the Paddocks at the Mahaffey Theater
Parking Garage to Albert Whitted Airport. Throughout the
site, ADA-accessible ramps are constructed and pavement
areas are striped to make it accessible for all.
_________________________________________________
SECURITY The St. Petersburg Police Department staffs 130
positions during the weekend. The department oversees
crowd and traffic control, the patrol of the marine
waterways around the race circuit and works with other
agencies such as the FBI, Homeland Security, Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Office and the Tampa Police Bomb Squad
to ensure that the course is secure and the 150,000 race
fans are safe.
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What Business Owners Think...

BILLY CORNELIUS, OWNER
BAYFRONT TOWER HAIR
DESIGN My hair salon is at 21
Beach Drive on the east side of
Bayfront Towers, at street level. I
have been there for 9 years, same
as the race. Normally, my location
is ideal for me and my customers.
The race course runs directly in
front of my business, for three full
weeks. It has a very negative effect
on my business. When the race barricades go up, my
clients find it nearly impossible to park. During race week,
the fencing is so close to my entrance, my elderly and
handicapped clients have no room to use their walkers or
wheelchairs. It prevents new walk up customers, and I rely
on that revenue. The race is Thursday through Saturday,
my busiest days. My only real solution is to shut down for
three days.The loss is between four & five thousand
dollars for my salon and five stylists.
___________________________________________________
AMY SEEKS, SMITH & ASSOCIATES Any event that
brings people to our city, has a positive effect on real
estate sales. Often, those who are in town for an event,
any event, will inquire about real estate prices and may
look at a place or two. It is always great to be able to
showcase not only our ability to host a race on our streets,
but
also our homes and lifestyles.
___________________________________________________
PAUL BAILEY, SAVORY SPICE SHOP, 4TH AVE. N. We
don’t get business out of it. That week-end, we were down
about 40% last year, probably because it is four or five
blocks south of here. I think the city should plan a related
event up here in North Straub Park to make people walk
around the entire city. There are plenty of places to park
near here on Saturday and Sunday.
___________________________________________________
RUSSELL BOND, GM, THE RENAISSANCE VINOY
The Honda Grand Prix is an incredible signature event
for downtown and the entire area. The weekend brings
the drivers, their teams and race fans from all over the
world to the Vinoy. We are thrilled to be near the hub of
the race activities. From a larger perspective, we also
see the value of how the event creates a buzz and sets
expectations for future visitors who happen to see or
hear about the race on national TV, in newspapers, or
online. Tim Ramsberger, and his team, do a great job
of
orchestrating a world class event.
___________________________________________________

KARL JOHANSSON, GM, HAMPTON INN AND
SUITES The Honda Grand Prix is a very positive event for
our hotel. For the past 5 years, the hotel has been
completely sold out to two of the racing teams for the
entire weekend. Both Andretti Auto Sports and Honda
Performance Development utilize our hotel for the majority
of their staff. They typically check in on Thursday and
check out on Monday. Both crews are respectful and
courteous…pretty
much your ideal hotel guests.
___________________________________________________
BRAD SERATA, BERNIE AND SONS JEWELERS,
BEACH DRIVE. The Honda Grand Prix is a major benefit
to the City. It brings in a large amount of revenue from
racing fans and provides exposure to the area on a
global scale. The only bad thing I see is when our area
media tell people to avoid the downtown area because
the parking is scarce. There is always more than enough
parking either on the streets or in the parking garages.
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ANOTHER GREAT YEAR FOR
THE GRAND PRIX

By Mayor Bill Foster

We’re approaching
the start of the 2013
Honda Grand Prix of
St. Petersburg. On
March 22, we wave
the green flag on
four days of world
class racing,
celebrity-filled events,
an illuminated night
parade, luxurious
yachts along our
waterfront, and a media spotlight on our beautiful city.
St. Petersburg has been compared to great racing cities
such as Monte Carlo. The 1.8 mile race circuit circles some
of the city’s most recognizable landmarks, such as Al Lang
Stadium, the Dali Museum and the Mahaffey Theater.
That’s what viewers in nearly 100 countries will see as this
year’s Grand Prix comes to our downtown waterfront. St.
Petersburg could not afford to buy the amount media
coverage we receive from this race each year. This year’s
Grand Prix will be televised live on NBC Sports Network
beginning at noon on March 24. Throughout the weekend,
hours of live coverage from St. Petersburg will be seen by
millions of viewers in countries across the globe.
Approximately 300 credentialed media will be filing stories,
images and live video from DATELINE St. Petersburg.
My love for racing began when I was boy here in St.
Petersburg. I followed the career or a racer with ties to our
city, David Salt Walther. He got his nickname from racing
boats as a teen off our shores. “Salt” had a long career in
racing, including 64 Indy League racing starts from 1970
to 1981. He also competed in USAC and CART
championship series, as well as NASCAR stock cars. He
may be most famous for a horrific, life-threatening crash
during what has become known as the worst year in Indy
500 history – 1973 – the same race which claimed the life
of Swede Savage. Even after months of recovery and
losing fingers on his left hand, he returned to the Indy 500
for three more consecutive years before retiring. Mr.
Walther died this past December.
When we hosted the first Honda Grand Prix of St. Petersburg
nine years ago, I am not sure any of us could have
predicted we would become one of Indy’s favorite races
and home to racers of the caliber of British driver Dan
Wheldon, France’s Sebastien Bourdais and Tristan Vautier.
In the few short years that Dan called St. Petersburg home,
he became one of our city’s favorite sons. He and his wife
were married in the Tea Garden of the Vinoy, and their
sons were born here. St. Petersburg mourned the loss of
Dan heavily after his tragic accident at the end of the 2010
racing season, and our community embraces his family
who continues to make their home here.
A highlight of the 2013 race will be the unveiling of the
Dan Wheldon Monument at turn 10. For generations to
come, his monument will face Dan Wheldon Way on the
waterfront he so loved, and stand as a memory of a great
man, a great racer and a great St. Petersburg citizen who
left his mark on the world.
Please come out on race weekend, support the race, and
visit the new Dan Wheldon monument.
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ST PETERSBURG’S RACING HISTORY

This is the 9th year of the Honda Grand Prix of St
Petersburg. Unless you have lived here 30 years, you may
not know that many promoters and mayors tried to make St
Petersburg the next big racing town, before it happened.
St. Petersburg’s history of organized racing dates back to
1985. The SCCA Trans-American Series was held here from
1985 to 1990. The race ran north and south along the
waterfront and city parks. The first course was shaped like a
T. It ran from 5th Avenue NE to 5th Avenue S. then out to
the Pier and back, with a hair-pin turn at the east end. At
the south end, the course turned near 5th Avenue S., and
went around the Bayfront Arena. Of course, the Dali
Museum was not there and since then, the Bayfront Arena
has since been torn down. Later races eliminated the part of
the course that went to the Pier. Many local residents and
businesses complained about the race and its noise.
“I remember that race. It went in front of our jewelry store,”
says Nick Gizzarelli, VP of Bruce Watters Jewelers. “Paul
Newman had a car in that race, and a driver died on
Beach Drive near here. Our front door was totally blocked
by barricades and customers could not get in to our store.”
In 1996 and 1997, the race was revived with a course
around Tropicana Field. Along with the Trans-AM Series,
other races included the US FF2000, World Challenge, Pro
SRF, and the Barber Dodge. This event was well received,
but the course was considered poor.
In 2003, the waterfront race was revived but moved to the
south end of the city between Central Avenue and the
Albert Whitted Airport. The race was promoted by Dover
Motor Sports and CART, a rival franchise to the IndyCar
League (IRL). It utilized a modified version of the original
1985-90 waterfront circuit. But, unexpectedly, CART filed for

Chapter 11 bankruptcy in 2003, and Dover voided the
agreement after just one race. The event did not happen in
2004.
During that off year, Mayor Baker met with owners of the
IndyCar League to plan a new open-wheel Indy style race
on the streets of St Petersburg. It was new to the IRL people
and became the first non-oval Indy Racing League event.
The races have became the IRL’s greatest series outside of
Indy. With the help of ESPN, it received worldwide television
coverage. The last two races were on the ABC network.
Today’s 1.8 miles (2.9 km) course has 14 turns. There are
110 laps, each taking approximately a minute and a half.
The total race time is approximately two hours with drivers
traveling 198 miles.
Over the years, the race has had different names - The St
Petersburg Grand Prix (1985-1990), Kash N’ Karry Florida
Grand Prix (1996-1997) and the Grand Prix of St
Petersburg (2003). Honda became the naming sponsor in
2005, since then, the last 8 races sponsored by Honda and
the City of St Petersburg.
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IT IS ALMOST TIME

by Tom Bobbit,Resident
The Grand Prix of St
Petersburg is almost here!
The teams have finished
their winter testing at
Sebring a few hours east
of here; the driver lineups
are almost final; the
engine suppliers are set;
and the traveling road
show of crews, drivers,
owners, sponsors, and
hospitality and PR
personnel are primed and
at the ready. Of course
the cars are never quite to the liking of the drivers or
engineers, so crews will be working until the cars are
loaded into the transporters to find that perfect setup for
the streets of St Pete. As a recently retired race engineer,
and driver before that, I know they will be working late. My
work these days is centered on making arrangements for
our many friends who travel to St Pete for the weekend
from all over the east. My wife and I are now in the
hospitality business; no more late nights pouring over test
data. The presence of the St Pete Grand Prix was indeed a
significant factor in our choosing downtown as the place to
establish our residence after spending much time around
the Suncoast. Having a world class motorsports event in
our front yard was the icing on the cake to all that
downtown offers.
Non-race fans may not fully appreciate the special nature
of this event. We are one of only two cities in America that
have a tradition of hosting successful GP races on their city
streets; the other is Long Beach. This puts us in the league
with such international cities as Toronto, Montreal, and San
Paulo, Brazil who host similar races. Not bad company.
The visibility this season opening IndyCar race brings to St
Pete is immeasurable and can only contribute to our
reputation as a vibrant, exciting, and livable downtown, the
very reason so many of us call St Pete home.
We will spend Friday in the paddock, getting up close to
the cars and talking with drivers and crew members from
both IndyCar teams and other sports car teams competing
in support races. If our legs don’t give out we’ll run the
Sam Schmidt Foundation 5K after the track “goes cold.”
Saturday and Sunday will be filled with socializing over the
roar of the engines and cheering on our favorite drivers
before enjoying the rest of downtown in the evening.
For non-race fans, three days of
noise and short term road
closures may be an
inconvenience but no more so
than Vinoy Park concerts, or the
many street runs, or boat shows
or open air bars we all enjoy.
After all isn’t this why we love
downtown? The police and the
race promoter do a great job
minimizing inconveniences and
keeping us safe.
We are fortunate to have such a
vibrant city to enjoy. If you’ve
never enjoyed a race up close
do it this year, you may catch the
fever; enjoy the festival as we do.
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THE MAN BEHIND THE HONDA GRAND PRIX OF ST PETERSBURG

by Bob Griffin, Publisher
The first thing you notice when you walk into Tim
Ramsberger’s office is the 9 foot vintage surfboard in the
corner of his office. Sure, there are photos of racing cars
and aerial photographs of race courses, but there are also
dozens of framed surfer posters from past films like “The
Endless Summer.”
Ramsberger, the President of the Honda Grand Prix of St
Petersburg, a subsidiary of Green / Savoree Race
Promotions, was born in St Petersburg and is one of 6
children. He grew up in an area that wasn’t exactly a
surfing mecca, but as a family spent a lot of time in
Treasure Island. Tim is a lawyer and received his law
degree from FSU and an MBA at Orlando’s Rollins College.
Tim organized Orlando’s FIFA World Cup Soccer that
played there in 1994 and in the Olympic Games in Atlanta
in 1996. Ramsberger says, “The World Cup has been the
highlight of my career in sports so far.” Prior to coming
back to St Petersburg to start a law firm, Tim helped launch
Disney’s Wide World of Sports Complex in Lake Buena
Vista as head of its Business and Legal Affairs.
In 2003, after returning to St Pete, Tim was hired by Dover
Motor Sports to run the 2004 CART race in St Pete. But, the
2004 race was never held because CART filed
reorganization bankruptcy, leading Dover to void the lease
agreement it had with the City. “It was definitely a roller
coaster ride in the early days.”
But, sometimes good news follows bad. IndyCar wanted to
race in St Petersburg in the summer of 2004 and when
Andretti/Green Promotions contracted with the City, Tim
was hired by Barry Green as the race’s General Manager.
He has been in charge of the race ever since. This is his
ninth year.
Andretti-Green owned the event until two years ago. Now it
is owned by Green-Savoree Racing Promotions. Green and
Savoree have won four IndyCar championships, three Indy
500s, and the 12 Hours of Sebring as team principals. They
are headquartered in Indianapolis. They also own the
Mid-Ohio Sportscar Track and The Honda Indy Toronto
where Tim is also involved in promoting and managing.
“My father teases me that I only work one weekend during
the year,” says Ramsberger. “But I always reply that it is a
‘very long’ weekend.”
He actually works year-round. He only has two full time
staff members. He manages all aspects of the business,
from operations to fundraising, including nearly a hundred
contractors. They have to build the track and grandstands,
then install dozens of large tents. There are hundreds of
Port-O-Lets, eight large video boards, track signage, plus
managing security and janitorial services. Most of this is
performed over just one week.
The Honda Grand Prix has a license agreement with the
City which was recently extended through 2017. “We are
lucky to have a tremendous partnership with St Petersburg,
says Ramsberger.
The city’s license agreement provides the Grand Prix with
$150,000 in services, such as police, fire, EMS, sanitation
and much more, in exchange for certain marketing rights
and hospitality. The Grand Prix must reimburse the city for
expenses that exceed this amount.
“After the race, we quickly tear everything down. We have to
get the roads open, the airport cleared, and everything
moved out as soon as possible. It is a tremendous effort by

everyone. Then we have to collect on accounts and pay our
bills. We spend time reviewing and evaluating all our
subcontractors and their contracts,” he continues.
Once that is done, it is on to selling next year’s race. The
selling season lasts all year, but it is the focus from May
through January, especially for selling sponsorships and
large corporate hospitality. During the year, Tim will visit
other tracks with similar racing events. They focus on public
marketing and ticket sales during October and November.
In July, he travels to Toronto to do the same thing with The
Honda Indy Toronto.
“I see it like one big circus,” he says with a laugh. “You
know how the circus train used to pull into town and they
had to set everything up in a day? We do that too, but in a
much bigger way.”
Although the streets are already blocked off at many
intersections, Monday, March 18th everything kicks into
high gear. One semi-trailer truck after another rolls into
downtown full of cars, support equipment, broadcasting
trailers, food trucks and more including a full sized Farris
wheel being set up in the kid’s zone.
Tuesday, March 19, they close the East/West runway at
Albert Whitted. The Hangar Restaurant will close and be
rented for use as an office. Most of the restaurant
employees are hired to work for the Grand Prix. The entire
area has to be wired for television and race
communications. They will build a floating yacht club on the
south end of the city marina for race car owners and
sponsors choosing to come by boat.
“We acknowledge this may be an inconvenience for people
who live and work in the downtown area, but we truly try to
be a good corporate citizen. We want to minimize the
headaches and deliver a world-class event. We try to do the
best we can, under the circumstances.”
In addition to the Honda Grand Prix, Ramsberger is also a
member of the Florida Sports Foundation, the Tampa Bay
Sports Commission, the St Petersburg Sports Alliance, The
Florida and St Petersburg Bar Association, All Children’s
Hospital Foundation, and The Chamber of Commerce. He
is an adjunct professor in Business Law at the University of
South Florida / St Pete, and has a FAA pilot’s license.
Tim lives in Treasure Island with his wife and kids. When he
is not working, he enjoys time with his family on the water
sailing, swimming, surfing or just sitting on the beach. He is
an advanced Scuba Diver and has a USCG Boat Captain’s
license. And, he is always waiting for that next big wave.
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RICK BAKER - MADE THE CALL

Former St Petersburg Mayor
Rick Baker grew up in
Indianapolis, not far from the
Indy 500 racetrack. “We were
so close, I could sit on my front
porch and hear the roar of the
engines,” says Mayor Baker. “I
was nine the first time I went to
the race. I remember a big
crash on the first lap of my first
race. Since then, I have gone
to many Indy races and time
trials. I know the words to ‘Back
Home Again in Indiana’ by
heart, which was sung before each race. My bedroom
room was decorated with checkered flags.”
Flash forward to 2001. Rick Baker was serving as Mayor.
One of his goals was to expand the events held in the city’s
waterfront parks. “I put a team together with the charge of
reviving the race effort, and specifically bringing an Indystyle open-wheel race to our city.”
“Our 2003 Champ Car race was a step toward the big
leagues of open wheel racing. It established a waterfront
race course. The circuit was hailed by drivers as one of the
best street race courses in the world,” Baker said.
Unfortunately, Champ Car went into bankruptcy shortly
after St Pete’s first race.
In 2003, after Champ Car left, Baker and his right hand
man Kevin Dunn, contacted Tony George, head of the
INDY 500 and the Indy Racing League, IRL. “After
discussing my love and connection with racing, I suggested
an outrageous proposal,” says Baker. “I suggested Indy
Racing veer from its long-term tradition of oval racing and
run a first-ever Indy Car street race in downtown St
Petersburg. I understood the importance of a race to a
city…the vibrancy, the economic impact, and the sense of
pride it instills. I wanted him to know if he brought a race
to St Petersburg, I would make sure it succeeded here. It
was more than an economic development project to me. It
was a passion,” Baker continued.
A race requires a course, a sanctioning body, a promoter
and a sponsor. Chris Pook, designer of the famous Long
Beach, California track, designed the St Petersburg track.
Tony George, head of the Indy Racing League and the IRL,
became our sanctioning body. He brought on promotion
team, Andretti/ Green, headed by Michael Andretti, Barry
Green, Kevin Savoree and Kim Green. They hired Ramsberger.
HONDA later agreed to be the title sponsor. “I remember
having dinner with the Honda people at the Vinoy. Some
of them came from Japan to see our city,” Baker said.
Honda agreed in concept to the sponsorship. It was critical.”
“In 2006, I went to INDY to see the race and saw their
pre-race parade. I worked with the Suncoasters, promoters
of our Festival of States Parade, and suggested they move
their event to coincide with the Honda Grand Prix.”
By the fifth Honda Grand Prix in 2009, the race was hailed
as one of the most important IRL races in the US and a
catalyst for re-uniting open-wheel racing in America. “Now
there are 9 or 10 other city circuits in the IRL season.
Promoters and city managers come to St Petersburg to see
how we do it,” Baker stated.
“My children now sit on our front porch, in Old Northeast,
and hear the roar of the race cars, just like I did Back
Home Again in Indiana,” Baker concludes.

Restaurants Race Thoughts...
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MARK FERGUSON, OWNER,
FERG’S SPORTS BAR We are
neither up nor down that weekend.
After all, we are 13 blocks way from
the race site. You can’t have every
major event in your back yard. I think
the
event is good for the entire city.
_________________________________

CEVICHE SERVER Oddly enough,
we do less business on the Friday and
Saturday prior to the race. On
Sunday, we have more business than
we can handle. We actually turn people away. I worked the
event last year, and it was both good and bad.
___________________________________________________
DOMINIC, OWNER, GRATZZI’S ITALIAN
RESTAURANT It is a mixed blessing. Our business stays
about the same. Many of our regulars do not come in that
weekend because they fear crowds and parking problems.
The fans who come to the race are not our normal
customers. But, this is more than made up for by the
racers and their teams. Many of the drivers eat here.
___________________________________________________
GARY GROOMS, CO-OWNER OF Z-GRILLE We get a
little bit of every type that attends the race including racers,
race teams, and the race fans. Race week is very good for
us and not just Sunday. People are here all week, getting
ready. It helps to have a very good reputation and a wellknown, highly acclaimed chef - Zack Gross. These people
are looking for great restaurants.

DAN WHELDON REMEMBERED

Dan Wheldon, St Petersburg
resident, won the first Honda Grand
Prix of St Petersburg in 2005. He
had a very successful career, first in
Champ Car and then IndyCar
racing. He won the Indianapolis
500, as well as the IndyCar Series
championship in 2005, the same
year he won the race in St
Petersburg. He also won the
Indianapolis 500, in 2011, during
the weekend of the 100th
Anniversary of the race. It was his final win.
Wheldon died on October 16, 2011 at the IZOD IndyCar
World Championship at Las Vegas Motor Speedway, in a
15-car accident during lap 11. Wheldon was the 5th
Indianapolis 500 winner to die in a racing accident the
same year as winning the race.
Wheldon was working with Darllara, on a new safer
chassis that would help prevent injuries in exactly the kind
of accident in which he was involved. The new chassis was
eventually completed and named the DW12 in his honor.
St. Petersburg named one of the streets in the Honda
Grand Prix course “Dan Wheldon Way”. It is on turn #10,
east of the Salvador Dali Museum.
Dan Wheldon was the kind of person everyone loved and
respected. “His infectious smile, bubbly personality and big
heart made Dan one of the most caring people I had ever
met,” said IndyCar CEO Randy Bernard at Dan’s funeral.
He left behind wife Susie, and two children, Sebastian
(now 4) and Oliver (now 2). You can donate to the Dan
Wheldon Family Trust at DanWheldonMemorial.com.
Learn more about Dan and his life at DanWheldon.com.
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SEBASTIEN BOURDAIS

From France to Shore Acres…at 200 MPH.
Sebastien Bourdais, with his wife
Claire and family, live in a waterfront
home in Shore Acres. When not
enjoying the Florida lifestyle,
Sebastien is stepping into the cockpit
of an open-wheel Indy styled racecar
and driving more than 200 mph.
Sebastien holds the single fastest lap
time (1:00.928) on the Honda
Grand Prix race course, set in 2003
during the inaugural CART World
Series race. This later became known
as the Champ Car World Series.
Sebastien was born in Le Mans, France the cradle of
endurance auto racing. His father Patrick had his own
success with amateur and club racing taking part in the 24
Hours of Le Mans several times between 1993 and 2006.
Patrick gave Sebastien his first Kart at a very young age, and
he took to it like a pro. By 12, he had became Champion of
the Maine Bretagne League, and by 1992 was 4th in the
France Cadets Championship. “My passion for racing soon
developed in a job,” he laughs.
In 1995, Sebastien had his first start in a single-seater
championship, Formula Campus. He won two of those races
starting 16th and 12th, on a track he had never before
driven on.
In 1996, he dominated the 24 Hours of Le Mans in Karting,
he wrapped up his first F3 chapter in France (1998) with the
trophy for ‘best newcomer’, and won the championship in
1999. “They have a saying in racing,
A year to learn - a
year to win.” says Sebastien.
By 2000, Sebastien who was only 21, started driving in the
F3000 championships, placing 9th and then 4th in his first
two years before he became Champion in 2002.
At 24, he got his first taste of Formula 1. Arrows was the first
team to offer him a driver’s contract after a very convincing
test in Valencia (Spain). But the Team went bankrupt before
the start of the season. Looking for new horizons, he moved
to Miami and started racing in the Cart Championship.
Newman/ Haas Racing hired him. He soon erased many of
the oldest records in the discipline. He took four straight
championships from 2004 to 2007 becoming the first driver
in history to win 4 titles in a row.
2007 was his final appearance in Champ Car racing with
31 wins in 73 starts - a winning percentage of 42.4%. He
became the 6th most wining driver in Champ Car history.
Bourdais holds the record for the most wins in one season,
eight in 2007. He ranks 6th behind Mario Andretti, Al Unser
Jr, Bobby Unser, Rick Mears and Michael Andretti.
His wife Claire received a scholarship at USF in 2003, and
once done with school, they moved to Shore Acres in 2005.
“Racing is a very expensive for the team owners. It is around
$5 million a year to run a car. We are very thankful for our
fans and our sponsors,” says Sebastien.
Bourdais currently races on the Dragon Racing Team
sponsored by McAfee, an anti-virus software company. The
other car is sponsored by True Car.The team has two cars
with two drivers. They race in 19 races held in 16 cities.
Sebastien and his wife have two small children and enjoy
boating, cycling and dining at nearby restaurants. They love
the abundance of restaurants in the area. Sure they love the
French style Cassis in downtown St Pete, but they also love
sushi, and Thai food.
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