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From 1981 to 2003, the museum was located next to City Hall. Pictured here in front of the museum are from left to right: Jim Terry,
Clyde Haff, Avril Finke, Doris Helies, Clarke Mecredy, Bernice Gerber, Lori Hulbert.

History overflows at Historical museum

In keeping with its dynamic, ever-changing character, the
Indian Rocks Historical Museum keeps getting bigger. A
600 sq. ft. addition done in 1994, followed by another
expansion due to be completed in 2012, will bring its total
space including public restrooms to nearly 3,000 sq. ft.
The expanded size, along with the growing diversity, quality
and interest of the exhibits inside, reflect the museum’s
ongoing mission: To be a place where residents and visitors
to our community can go, to witness and share our unique,
fascinating beach cultural heritage.
But the heart of the museum is our “home,” the cottage
built in 1939 that served as a beachfront retreat and
wartime residence for a prominent IRB family. Tampa
lawyer Carl Moseley built the cottage at 12th Avenue as a
place where his family could relax, cool off, and enjoy the
gulf waters. (See separate story by Carl’s daughter, Martha
Moseley Johnson.)
In choosing Indian Rocks for his family retreat, Carl
Moseley joined the community’s “Tampa Connection.”
Tampans have been flocking to Indian Rocks since 1914,
when the Tampa & Gulf Coast Railroad built a bridge
across the Intracoastal near today’s 15th Avenue.
Time would pass blissfully for the Moseleys in their beach
retreat until the late 1970s, when the condo era made
beachfront property a valuable commodity. In 1980, the
Moseley family sold the land to a condo developer, and the
cottage was donated to the city for use as a museum. The

Indian Rocks Historical Society was organized in 1981 by a
group of seven women who raised the necessary funds to
save the historic Moseley house from demolition.
The cottage was moved from its original location to a site
on 15th Avenue across from Kolb Park. There, thanks to
overwhelming support from the community, the museum
grew and flourished. In 1994, the first addition was
constructed on the back of the museum.
The museum building was moved once again in 2003,
transported in three sections overnight to the current
location in Chic-a-Si Park on 4th Avenue. While the original
house-moving in 1981 cost $7,000, the trek down Gulf
Boulevard 22 years later had a charge of $129,000.
At the new location, then-president Jan Ockunzzi and
board member Donna Valery, assisted by other enthusiastic
volunteers, transformed the museum’s interior from a
collection of artifacts into a panorama of exhibits and
displays that walked visitors through IRB’s storied history.
In 2012, a new era of growth and expansion for the
museum is underway with the building of a 1,000 sq. ft.
addition. The space, which includes detached restrooms
that will also serve Chic-a-Si Park, is being financed
through the city’s appropriation of a quarter million dollars
in Penny for Pinellas tax funds for that purpose. Additional
funding is coming from the historical society for
architectural services and creating new exhibits.
A makeover of the museum’s exhibit space is being
accomplished once again, using the design
and creative skills of a select team of board
members. Visitors will be offered an enhanced
and expanded venue for exploring the past of
Indian Rocks Beach and the barrier islands.
Photos and story by Wayne Ayers, Indian Rocks
Historical Society. Indian Rocks Beach, a new book
from Arcadia Publishing, is available at the historical
museum, 203 4th Avenue
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2011 - 2012 CALeNDAr oF LoCAL eveNTS
November
Property Tax Bills Mailed
1
Taste of IRB
5
Daylight Savings Time Ends
6
Homeowners Happy Hour
10
Veteran’s Day
11
Rib Fest (St Petersburg)
11-13
Community Clean Up Week
14-16
Boat Club Meeting
17
Thanksgiving
24
Heritage Village Holiday Decorations 25
Trees & Traditions Botanical Gardens 25
DeCember
Beach Art Center Acrylic Workshop1-2
Christmas Tree Lighting
2
Post Office Toys for Tots
3
Holiday Home Tour Heritage Village 3
Christmas Parade
4
Beach Art Center Home for Holidays 6
Homeowner’s Happy Hour
8
Blood Drive at the IRB Post Office
9
Rotary Super Bowl Drawing
11

Gift & Plant Sale Botanical Gardens11
Boat Club Meeting
15
Lighted Boat Parade Indian Rocks 17
Lighted Boat Parade Indian Shores 18
Public School Out for Holidays 19-2
Dog Parade at Botanical Gardens 31
Dog & Skate Park Permits Expire
31
JANUArY:
Public School Starts
3
Little League Sign up Begins
7
Qualifying Begins City Elections
9
Homeowner’s Happy Hour
12
Qualifying Ends for City Elections 13
Beach Art Center Welcome Back Show 13
Martin Luther King Day
16
Boat Club Meeting
19
Heritage Village Pinellas Folk Festival 28
Boat Club To The Pub
28
FebrUArY:
Beach Art Center Monte Carlo Night 4
Super Bowl
5
Homeowner’s Happy Hour
9
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tHe moseley House, as i rememBer it
As told to Bob Griffin, Publisher by Martha Johnson, Carl
and Caroline Moseley’s daughter and mother of Mayor
R.B. Johnson
I was born in Tampa’s Old
Hyde Park and have lived
there most of my life. Then as
now, many people in Tampa
went to Indian Rocks Beach on
holidays and during summer
vacations. About 1935, my
father Carl H Moseley, an
attorney in Tampa and
Pinellas, who also dabbled in
real estate, decided to buy a beachfront lot in Indian Rocks
Beach. The lot was slightly north of 12th Avenue on Beach
Trail. A year or so later, he found a small wooden house in
Safety Harbor and had it moved to the lot. That house is
still there; it is the 2nd house north of 12th on Beach Trail.
When we were not using the house, Dad would rent it to
tourists. He decided we needed a second house, and
around 1936, he bought the three lots south of 12th Ave.
on Gulf Blvd (where the Gables condo is today). Mr.
Mitchie, a Tampa builder Dad knew, built the house. It was
set back from Gulf Blvd but not on the beach.
The Moseley house, as it came to be called, was a small
wooden house with a living room, small kitchen, dining
room, only 2 bedrooms and a long front porch. Dad later
added the room off to the left, which became a third
bedroom. The house had a fireplace that we never used.
He installed an old oil furnace in the living room in front of
the fireplace. To start it, a lit piece of newspaper had to be
stuck through the door. It did not heat the whole house,

only the living room. Dad planted Australian pine trees all
the way around the property, but he kept them trimmed to
about four feet, as more of a hedge.
During WWII, my dad felt we lived too close to MacDill and
may not be safe, so in 1943 he moved us to the beach. I
was six at the time and went to Anona Elementary. We
knew everyone on the beach because all the kids, down to
the Redington Beach area, went to Anona.
During the war years, times were tough. Everything was
rationed. There were coupons for gas, food and other
staples. Blackouts were common. The volunteers patrolled
the beaches at night to make sure our windows were
covered and lights were out. Cars had to drive with their
lights off. After the war, we moved back to Tampa, but
visited the beach on weekends, holidays, summers and
when family visited from the Carolinas.
In the mid-50s, I went off to college. My father and Mr.
Louis R Snelling, Jr., partnered to build the Indian Rocks
Beach Pier. It was connected to land where Bob (RB) has a
house today (3 houses north of 12th Ave.) The park at 12th
Avenue is where most of the parking lot was. The pier
opened in May of 1959. I did not fish, but I liked to walk
out on the pier to look around, talk to people fishing and
watch the beautiful sunsets.
In 1981, someone wanted to buy our land and the Moseley
house to build a condo. At first they planned keep the old
house as a clubhouse, but that changed. The IRB Historical
Society was just starting. So when city leaders learned of the
sale, they worked out a deal for allowing them to donate
the house to the city as a museum, in exchange for a tax
credit for their donation. In the winter of 1981, they lifted the
house, turned it around and moved it off the property to the
lot south of City Hall... and the rest is history.
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Did You Know....
Pet saNta PHotos
Century21 Beggins is
offering a Christmas
present to everyone
again this year by
sponsoring photos with
Santa at their office
1511 Gulf Blvd, from
11am until 4pm Dec
10th. This year’s
photographer will be
City Commissioner Phil
Hanna. Bring your kids
and pets. Pictures are
FREE! Donations of money, people food or dog & cat food
will be greatly appreciated and donated to the Beach
Pantry Food Bank!
_________________________________________________
mullet toss This fun event, being put together by a
group of residents, will be Saturday, November 12th, at
Red Lion Pub, 1407 Gulf Blvd. It begins at 2pm and will
last until the last flying mullet (fish!) is caught! You and a
partner toss (underhanded!) a mullet (dead!) to each
other. ($5.00 donation to enter) You're IN until your
mullet hits the ground! Prizes will be awarded...and the
proceeds go to benefit neighbors undergoing cancer
treatment. T-shirts are on sale at the Red Lion for $12.
Businesses or individuals interested in donating prizes,
cash or volunteering for the event, call (727) 517-1576.
This is NOT sponsored by the Homeowners Association,
but they have donated Web space so you can find
information at IRBHome.com.
___________________________________________________
siNGers NeeDeD The Florida Suncoast Barbershop
Chorus is seeking men, women and children to participate
in this year’s Christmas Spectacular Show at the Largo
Community Center on Sunday, December 11th. All singers
must attend four rehearsals and be prepared to sing three
songs on the program. Sheet music and learning CD’s will
be provided at no cost. Rehearsals begin in November.
The Holiday Show is part of the Largo Community Center’s
Sunday Matinee Music Series, featuring dinner, live
entertainment and dancing. If you are interested, call
Lance at 410-5696. For more information, see
www.LargoCommunityCenter.com.
___________________
comiNG Home On
December 17th
parishioners and friends
of St. Jerome Catholic
Church will be
welcomed “home” to
the recently renovated
pyramid structure which
makes its distinctive
presence on Hamlin
Boulevard in Largo. The
Most Reverend Robert
Lynch, Bishop of the diocese of St. Petersburg, will celebrate
the 4 pm mass of blessing and dedication of the new altar,
the holy table where the community comes to celebrate
and be nourished at the banquet of the Lord.
Accompanying the Bishop will be Msgr. Brendan Muldoon,
pastor of the parish, his fellow priests who have served at
the parish, diocesan and civic officials, community
ministers, parishioners, and friends.
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little miss Beauty at
oktoBerfest Morgan
Harms, our reigning Little
Miss Beauty and the Beach,
and her friend Ellen Kelley
helped distribute programs
at the 10th Anniversary
Oktoberfest on the Beach.
________________________
HoliDay street
ParaDe This year’s
parade will be Sunday,
December 4. Anyone who
has a vehicle, trailer, golf
cart or bicycle is invited to be in the parade. The event
stages around Chic-A-Si park and begins at 1pm.
Everyone with a small child is invited to City Hall after the
parade for a visit with Santa. If you’d like to be in the
parade, please call City Hall at 595-2517.
_________________________________________________
lots of GarBaGe Floridians throw away about eight
pounds of garbage per person each day, double the
national average. There are a number of ways to tackle
the garbage problem. One way starts with you and the
products you buy. Shop with the environment in mind. Try
to buy products that use of energy resources best, don't
pollute our air and water, are reusable or recyclable, are
made from plentiful resources or from recycled material
and use a minimum of materials in the packaging.
___________________________________________________
yarD sale Indian Rocks Storage and the Largo Lion’s
Club are hosting a community yard sale on Nov. 19th at
12700 Walsingham Rd. Everyone is welcome to buy or
sell and tables are still available. Call Karen 585-7470.
___________________________________________________
cHristmas festival Plan to attend the Christmas
Festival on the Isles, at the Church of the Isles, on Saturday,
December 3rd from 9am to 2pm. There will be crafts,
handmade items, country kitchen goodies, gift baskets,
cookies, books and holiday treasurers. And a special gift
corner. Lunch will be served from 11:30am to 1:30pm with
a carol sing-along. This event is presented by the Women’s
Fellowship of the church. Call 595-1038 for information.
The church is located at 200 24th Avenue in IRB.
_________________________________________________
turtles iN irB Our stretch of beach had 11 nests this
year producing 661 hatchlings. We had 17 false crawls
on IRB, meaning the turtle didn’t deposit any eggs.
_________________________________________________
PostaGe iNcrease Stamps are going up another penny
in January - 45 cents in all. It is projected the penny
increase will generate
$800,000,000.
_____________________
liGHtHouse art
Local artist, Kumpa
Tawornprom, created an
8-foot artistic octopus as
a tactile experience for
blind or visually
impaired children. It was
installed on the wall at
the Lighthouse of Pinellas. Their early Intervention program
serves children, up to six, who are blind or visually
impaired. The octopus allows the children to enjoy a tactile
experience and helps them gain awareness of the size and
structure of this large sea creature. The under the sea
theme was created by Creative Arts Unlimited. Lighthouse
of Pinellas is located at 6925 112th Circle N. in Largo. Call
544-4433 for info.
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Historical museum News
The museum expansion is finally underway! The first step,
which happened in October, was to elevate the existing
building to comply with FEMA requirements. While work
was being done under the building, it was boosted above
the planned permanent height. The new addition will start
taking shape in back of the existing building, and is
scheduled to be complete by the end of March 2012. The
last step will be to upgrade our exhibits to feature some
new artifacts and better display the many great photos and
historical items we are fortunate to have in our collection.
We anticipate reopening the museum in January or
February while work continues on the addition. The critical
factor that determines when we can open is having a
handicap ramp available to visitors. Updated information
about the museum status will be posted to our website,
IRBmuseum.com.
The Plein Aire Cottage Artists have once again created a
beautiful calendar featuring the charming cottages of IRB.
The artists generously donate calendars to the historical
society so that proceeds from sales can benefit the
museum.
This year, since the museum will be closed in November
and December, we have made arrangements to have the
calendars available for sale at City Hall. There are also
calendars and IRB pictorial history books at the Beach
Welcome Center on Walsingham Road. Stop by to get the
complete history, Indian Rocks As It Was, or our newest
book, Indian Rocks Beach (Arcadia Publishing), to give as
gifts or for your own enjoyment.

frieNDs of tHe irB liBrary:

The Friends are looking for more members and volunteers
to help. The Purpose of The Friends of the IRB Library is to
promote the library, to assist in improving the library
facilities and to provide volunteers to staff the library and
help the library director. Future plans include funding book
signings and talks by local and prominent authors. In the
past they have:
1. Purchased all of the computers, printer and copier.
2. In cooperation with the city, helped fund the remodeling
and redecorating project completed last summer.
3. Provided volunteers to staff the front desk and assist the
library director in the daily operations of the library. The
library is open six days and two nights a week.
Want to be a “Friend”? Pick up a membership application
at the Library or call Jean Scott 727-595-1531.

irB Boat cluB
On October 8th, members
cleaned five nearby islands in
the Intracoastal Waterway
where they discovered a baby
blue heron floating in the water
with fishing line wrapped
around a leg. They rescued the
young bird and sent it to the
Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary to
recuperate. They also rescued a
lot of junk and disposed of it in a city dumpster.
The club has monthly meetings at Jimmy Guana’s, on the
third Thursday of the month. As part of the Homeowner’s
Association, there are no dues. The next two meetings are
November 17 and December 15 at 6pm. See a complete
list of Boat Club events and photos on IRBHome.com, call
Bob Griffin, 517-1997 or email BoatClub@IRBHome.com.
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tHe PerGola oDessey…
By Ivy Slotnick, Wired Island and Indian Rocks resident
A few months back
my company Wired
Island, was hired to
install energy
efficient LED
lighting at Indian
Rocks Beach’s 12th
Avenue Park where
December’s annual
Christmas tree
lighting happens.
Although I live a few blocks from the park, only at
Christmas time did I visit or spend time at the park. When
discussing our upcoming project with neighbors and other
locals, I found that others mainly visited the park during
the Christmas tree event as well.
Outdoor lighting is one of my favorite offerings within our
company. A combination of artistry, vision and practicality,
goes into each lighting design. When doing the park’s
pre-installation site survey, I was immediately struck by the
huge pergola on the park’s south side. I strolled through
the winding walkways running through the park and all
roads lead to the Pergola. I looked at the lighting plan
which called for replacement of corroded and destroyed
high voltage lighting with LED lighting, but no lighting for
the structure. “Is this for real?” I thought. Immediately I
.called an urgent staff meeting at the Wired Island office
(that means two of us.) The lonely pergola, interestingly
green, bushy and lush during the day, disappeared in the
dark of night during my surveys, becoming imposing,
intimidating and uninviting. How wrong! How could we
light the pathways but ignore the dominant structure in the
park, a structure that begged for some TLC. The Pergola
deserved illumination as much as any path in the park.
So, as the lighting project was going through approval at
the city level, an idea came to me beyond simply lighting
with a warm white light. Why don’t we consider installing
new LED color technology that is successfully utilized at the
Chihuly Collection in downtown St. Petersburg and at the
Tampa Police Memorial – Thin Blue Line in Tampa? The
lighting manufacturer, Lumastream, serendipitously located
in St. Pete, had already contacted our company, Wired
Island, to partner with them on other LED lighting projects.
Why don’t we incorporate their exciting colored lighting
into this project, through the joint involvement and
donations of design time, fixtures/materials and sweat
equity of all the parties involved: The IRB Homeowners
Association, Lumastream, City of IRB, and Wired Island?
As a result, I became the ringleader of a challenging, yet
thoroughly rewarding undertaking.
For the sake of moving this article along, let’s fast-forward
through idea sessions, discussions, city meetings,
proposals, mockups, lighting auditions, manufacturer
prototyping, factory visits, hours of wiring and install by
Lance, and various other activities. As a result of spending
so much time in the Pergola, I was inspired to informally
“adopt” her, and I am proud to say that, we have indeed
reached the home stretch. The lighting portion of the
installation is complete and work is being done cleaning
and landscaping the Pergola’s interior and grounds. It’s
been both an exhausting and exhilarating journey working
on this “labor of love” but I’m thankful for every moment.
Stay tuned for future updates and photos. To be
continued…
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wHere iN tHe worlD
is tHe molly Bloom?
by Marie Shine, www.svMollyBloom.com
For many years, it was my dream to live aboard a sailboat
and cruise the Caribbean waters – and I did it!!!! How
fabulous is that? My 8 month sailboat trip from Florida
through the Caribbean, eventually ending in Grenada
(2000 miles away), has come to a wonderful end. This is
the final story in the series “Where in the World is Molly
Bloom”.
When we left Florida and sold everything not fitting in the
37’ catamaran, we had no return date. That doesn’t
necessarily mean ‘forever’, it just means until it comes to
an end. Although Molly Bloom and its Captain Ron are still
in St. Georges Grenada waiting out the hurricane season,
First Mate Marie has happily returned home to Florida.
Our trip is recorded on our blog www.svMollyBloom.com
(still being updated by Captain Ron). The many islands
and countries visited held a myriad of sights, sounds,
smells and tastes that were wonderful to behold and
experience, and will never be forgotten. Fellow cruiser
friends, from all over the world, met along the way will
always be in my heart.
All that being said, really LIVING full time on a sail boat
was not enough in the end to hold me to the cruising
lifestyle. I am so happy to be back in the “Land of Plenty”
as I now lovingly refer to mainland USA. I REALLY
appreciate and am thankful for:
l being able to ‘flush’ with just one finger, (sounds funny –
but it takes muscle to flush the heads on Molly Bloom)
l calling friends and family without worrying about a $3$4 per minute charge (if available at all),
l checking email and surfing the net anywhere anytime, (if
and when available, it often costs $10+ a day)
l having a/c readily available to cool our living quarters
l having so many TV channels (only available when we
were at some marinas, and then few channels in English),
l being able to make whatever I desire for dinner – if I
don’t have ingredients, the grocery store surely will.
l being able to replace something broken (stuff, is not
easily available, and if it IS, it is expensive.)
l using the microwave or hair dryer without having to turn
off another essential system (or it blows a breaker),
l taking a ‘real’ shower as long and as often as desired
(fresh water is an expensive and limited resource)
l using a dishwasher AND a washer/dryer (as to opposed
to the original and antiquated ‘by hand’ methods)
l using an oven that can achieve (and maintain) the
desired temperature.
l the ability to just get up and ‘go’ anywhere whether on
foot, bike, car, bus, train or plane.
Living this ‘dream’ life has taught me how important
‘connections’ are in my life, how much I appreciate being
able to walk out the door and be on my way to a new
activity, and how important it is for me to feel productive.
Although swimming in the Caribbean waters for hours
each day – reading for hours on end, lowering the dinghy
every time there was a desire to go ‘ashore’, and enjoying
happy hour with new friends were wonderful moments,
they were not enough to keep me in the cruising lifestyle.
So, as Molly Bloom remains safe in Grenada, Marie is safe
at home in Florida and excited to be a productive member
of this wonderful society we live in, again…….until the next
dream takes hold! Thank you to all of IRB for following the
wonderful adventures of Molly Bloom!
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rotary News

“SERVICE ON THE ROCKS”
The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach and Action
2000 thank everyone who supported “Oktoberfest on
the Beach 2011”. A record crowd attended this year’s
event, helping our organizations to provide service to
the local community and around the world.
The Club will participate in the Ride to Defeat ALS (Lou
Gehrig's disease) on Saturday, November 5, 2011. Join
Team IRB Rotary by riding your bicycle for a Metric
Century (62.1 miles), 25 miles or 5 miles. There are also
volunteer opportunities for those not wishing to ride. The
ALS Association provides patient services, resources, and
global funding for cutting-edge research.
This ride is an exciting opportunity for us to work together
to support those affected by Lou Gehrig's disease and to
spread awareness of the urgency to find treatments and a
cure. However, for Team IRB Rotary this cruel disease has
hit close to home. At the IRB Rotary Installation Luau
Dinner on July 16, 2011, our current President Michael
Schulz had concerns about his Mom, Herta Schulz. She
and Willi, her husband of 51 years were attending the
Luau that evening. Herta was having difficulty speaking
and was slurring her works. In the weeks to follow, the
news was devastating. Herta Schulz, beloved mother, wife,
sister, Oma, and friend to so many was diagnosed with
ALS also known as Lou Gehrig's disease a deadly disease
that affects the motor neurons the brain and spinal cord.
Ride for those who cannot. There is no known cause or
cure for ALS. The disease shows no partiality. It can strike
anyone. Regardless of your age, gender, or ethnicity, you
could become a victim who hears the doctor say, "You
have ALS." Ride to Defeat ALS and make a difference!
The Super Bowl Grand Prize Giveaway takes place on
December 11th at the area’s newest Beef ‘O’ Brady’s,
located at 13847-C Walsingham Road, Largo, from 2:30
to 5:30 pm. The Grand Prize winner will be drawn at
halftime of the 4:00 PM game. The winner need not be
present to win. Complementary appetizers and drink
specials will be available during the event. See the flyer
enclosed with this edition of the Neighborhood News for
more details on this fun event!
If you would like to be part of a fun and friendly
organization that serves the local community, the nation
and the world, The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach
invites you to visit us any Wednesday morning
at 7:15 AM. For more information, call (727)
403-4060 or visit www.irbrc.com. Help us
make a difference. "Your first breakfast is on
us!

BeacH art ceNter eveNts

November 2 - 30 Selected Artists Group Exhibition
(Lease a Wall), Art by Carla Terp, Robin Borland, Sandy
Kawer, Frank Saso and Ralph Montgomery. (As of now)
December 1 - 2 Jane Slivka Two Day Acrylic Workshop,
BAC Members: $180 Non-Members: $210
December 6 - January 6 Home for the Holidays Open
Holiday Show and Sale, Open to all artists.
January 13 - February 10 Bob Gray Welcome Back
Members’ Show The Beach Art Center kicks off its season
February 4 - Beach Art Center Monte Carlo Night
Call the Beach Art Center, 727-596-4331 for information.
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Restaurant News....
cafe De Paris Now
that the south half of their
restaurant-cafe is finished,
Xavier has attacked the
other side. It will be used
for people to order
sandwiches, salads, soups
and many other lunch
items to eat there or to
take home. They are still
the only place in town to
give you a free coffee
when you purchase a pastry. They are starting to take
Thanksgiving orders for cakes and pies. They serve some
of the best in town. Please order in advance as the
demand will be big again this year. Cafe de Paris is
located at 2300 Gulf Blvd and is open seven days a week,
beginning at 8am.
_________________________________________________
PaJaNo’s remoDeleD They were closed during
most of September and October due to a forced
remodel. They were sighted for not conforming to the
American Disabilities Act and were forced to comply.
They used this an opportunity to remodel everything and
have a handicapped bathroom, two serving counters
and a new dining room. One thing that didn’t change
though is they still have the same great pizzas that they
have been serving in IRB for over 40 years. Mike
Faraone, Nick’s son, now manages the store. Pajano’s
also
delivers. Call them at 595-8446.
____________________
mike’s eXPaNDiNG
Apparently one Pizza
Pub on Walsingham is
not enough for IRB.
Mike, Sal and Jennifer
bought the small
building in the parking
lot front of their
Walsingham pizza shop
and are turning it into
a stand alone Pub,
called Mike’s Tap
House. It has 15 TVs
and 36 beers on tap. If
you want food, they will bring it over from the other pizza
store. The Tap House hopes to be open November 1st at
14475 Walsingham.
_________________________________________________
e&e reoPeNs E&E Stakeout reopened for business in
September after a full kitchen remodel and some interior
upgrades. Stop by and see for yourself the next time you
are at The Plaza in Belleair Bluffs.
_________________________________________________
oN tHe rocks...oN tHe Block, aGaiN. The
restaurant at 213 Gulf Blvd, formerly known as My
Place has been closed since September. It opened as
On the Rocks in October of 2010. David Lee purchased
it in May of this year, but closed it again in September.
Lee says he was loosing too much money and receiving
complaints from residents about the loud music. He
thought about reopening, but now he tells us he is
looking for a buyer, and says there may be news by
November 1st. David Lee also owns a sushi restaurant
in Johns Pass Village, Naked TChopstix, as well as
several restaurants in Indianapolis.

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

More Restaurant News....

taste of irB

The Taste of IRB was
started in 2007 by the
newly regrouped
Homeowner’s
Association. The event
was created by then
President Phil Wrobel
and now President
Becky Griffin. From
the beginning, The
Taste has been enorm
successful, attracting thousands to our small city which
is also home to 25 restaurants. The event, held in ChiA-Si Park, is limited to 20 restaurants. Others have
booths too, including the Fire Department who serves
their Firehouse Chili and the Food Pantry who will be
selling water and soda. There is always a live band,
keeping people dancing through the night. Hundreds of
neighbors help by pouring beer and wine on hour-long
shifts. The Homeowners use the profits from the beer
and wine to finance community projects. For instance,
the electricity in that park was upgraded in 2008 and
permanent night lighting was added in 2010. This was
all paid for by the proceeds of The Taste of IRB. This
year’s event is Saturday, November 5, from 4pm to
11pm.
_________________________________________________
uNcorkeD November 19 and 20th, the Hyatt Regency
Clearwater Beach is sponsoring Clearwater Beach
Uncorked. The food event features the area’s best chefs,
winemakers, spirit producers, culinary experts and local
venues. Event guests will also enjoy the one-of-a-kind
Uncorked Beach Bar inside the Hyatt Regency. South
Gulfview Boulevard will be converted into a street festival
and guests can wander between the Grand Tasting Village
and the Uncorked Beach Bar. Hyatt Regency Resort is
offering special reduced event rate for the weekend. The
event is from noon to 4pm each day, and is $55 per
person.
Get information at ClearwaterBeachUncorked.com
____________________
craBBy’s HeaDiNG
to reDiNGtoN Matt
Loder, head guy at
Crabby Bill’s, is
opening an
independent venture in
Redington Beach.
Called Seabreeze Grill,
it is under construction
in the former Shells /
CiCi’s Pizza location.
Matt says this will be
different than Crabby
Bill’s in many ways. He
also says he plans to
improve the docks, so we can go by boat.
_________________________________________________
HuNGry 22 years! The Hungry Howie’s Pizza store on
Walsingham has been delivering pizzas to Indian Rocks
Beach since 1989, 22 years!. Bill, the manager co-owner,
has been working for Hungry Howies 24 years. That is a
lot of dough and sauce! Kevin Green, managing the
Seminole store, is the other co-owner. In addition to pizza,
they serve a complete menu including pasta dishes and
salads. Get more information at www.HungryHowies.com.
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Political reDistrictiNG

What is it all about ?
There are two different redistricting efforts underway, State
and Federal. We will talk about the State level first:
The State Senate has 40 members, each representing
approximately the same number of residents. The State
House of Representatives has 120 members, also based on
population, and representing approximately the same
number of residents. Members of the House and Senate
may represent a portion of a county, one county, or even
multiple counties.
The House and the Senate districts are reapportioned, or
divided up, every 10 years when the federal census
information is released. That is where we are now.
The 2010 census determined the population of Florida is
18,801,000 (up 2,871,883). This means each House
District must represent 156,678 people (an additional
23,932 people). With 40 Senators, each State Senate
District will represent 470,033 people (an additional
71,797 people). Because of these population shifts, it is
necessary for political district boundary lines to be redrawn
– this is redistricting.
Public hearings have been held to determine where the
lines will be drawn. The plan then goes to the Florida
Legislature for a vote. The process is under more scrutiny
this time due to two Amendments passed last year by
Florida voters prohibiting line-drawing that intentionally
favors or disfavors a political party or an incumbent. The
amendments also require district populations be as nearly
equal as possible, compact and follow existing boundaries
when possible. In the past it was easy to dilute minority
voters by splitting them into multiple districts. The hope is

these amendments will make that more difficult.
While this is happening, the Federal Congressional Districts
are being redrawn, too. Each state has 2 Congressional
Senators that are elected by their entire state population.
That number does not change. However, the 435 members
of the U.S. House of Representatives are divided among the
states based on population. Due to the 2010 census, 10
states lost enough population to warrant losing
representatives. Florida’s population increased enough to
allow for the addition of two more U.S. House of
Representative seats for a total of 29. Florida’s
Congressional Districts will have to be redrawn to
accommodate these two new districts.
The US Constitution states district populations must be as
nearly equal as practical. In addition, race may not be the
predominant factor in drawing line. But the Voting Rights
Act of 1965 requires the creation of a district that performs
for racial minorities. To ensure compliance, the redistricting
plan must be submitted to a federal court or the US
Department of Justice before it is enforced.
So what is all the fuss about? “Successful elections are
based on clarity and the ease of running,” said Debra
Clark, Supervisor of elections in Pinellas County. “This
process is taking too long and is making it difficult for
the people who want to run for office, because they do
not know where the district lines are drawn, and whether
they live in the districts in which they want to represent.”
The Legislature has until March 9 to approve the new
districts. Candidates must qualifying for state and federal
offices, by June 4-8. The Primary Election is August 14,
and the General Election November 6, 2012.
Get more information at www.FloridaRedistricting.org
and or www.FLSenate.gov/redistricting.

iNDiaN rocks BeacH HomeowNers associatioN
Gives Back to our trooPs

In September, members fo the Homeowner’s Association gathered on the beach to take photos that were included in
the first shipment of Beach Boxes to the Troops. The next group photos will be taken before the Taste of IRB and
during the Holiday Street Parade. If you have a friend or loved one stationed overseas, or would like to donate
something to be included in the boxes e-mail info@irbhome.com or call (727) 517-3131. The next shipment, which
will include some holiday goodies and decorations will be the first of November.
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it's BeauJolais Nouveau time!
by Brian Franzese, Bella Vino Wine & Cheese Market
Just past midnight on
the third Thursday of
each November, over
a million cases of
Beaujolais Nouveau
begin their journey to
Restaurants and Wine
Retail Stores
throughout the world.
This amazing
Brian Franzese
marketing
phenomenon began in France's Beaujolais Region, just
north of Lyon in the 1950s. A few growers in the area,
notably Georges Duboeuf, recognized the potential for
marketing Beaujolais Nouveau (initially as a cash flow
concept), and prompted a race to Paris transporting the
first bottles of the new vintage. This attracted much
media coverage and the race spread throughout Europe,
North America and Asia. "Beaujolais Nouveau Day" is
always the third Thursday in November, so the wines are
air-freighted to ensure they reach the global retail
markets for availability to purchase and consume that
day. Today, Beaujolais Nouveau accounts for nearly half
of the regions total wine production.
Beaujolais [BOE-zjoh-lay] Nouveau is a light, simple,
grapey, red wine produced from the Gamay grape that is
meant to be consumed within the first 6 months of
release, though in better vintages the wine will drink well
for a year or so. It is different from most red wines as it
does not go through a second (malolactic) fermentation.
Because the only fermentation is whole cluster (carbonic
maceration), the wine does not take on the tannins or
dark color of a wine made from pressed grapes. It is
truly the "New" wine of the vintage.
Beaujolais Nouveau is a wine that you should drink
slightly chilled and enjoy as a quaffing wine or with
lighter cuisine. It is very popular on the Thanksgiving Day
table, due in part to the release date, but also because it
pairs well with turkey or ham. This is not a wine for wine
critics, so just enjoy it and don't over-analyze it! Most
producers package the wine with colorful, artsy labels
that sell for around $10 per bottle.
When you see the colorful marketing signs in the window
of your neighborhood wine store beginning November 17,
stop in and purchase a selection or two and join the hype!
In November you will find the 2011 selections by
Georges Duboeuf, Joseph Drouhin, Henry Fessy, and
Bouchard Aine & Fils at Bella Vino Wine & Cheese
Market, located at The Plaza 100 Shopping Center, 100
Indian Rocks Road North, next to E & E Stakeout Grill.

2011-2012 calvary coNcert series
November 6 at 4 pm the highly-acclaimed Konevets
Quartet from St. Petersburg, Russia returns to Calvary to
present a fascinating program of traditional and modern
Russian choral music. The Konevets Quartet has
participated in prestigious international festivals in
Russia, Europe, and the US, and is renowned for their
perfect harmonious ensemble sound. An offering will be
taken in support of music scholarships for Calvary’s
student Section Leaders. Calvary Episcopal Church is
located at 1615 First Street, Indian Rocks Beach (behind
Guppy’s Restaurant). For information, call 595-2374.
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2011 wraP uP
By State Representative Jim Frishe, District 54,
The Florida Legislature is now beginning
Committee Meetings in preparation for the
2012 Legislative Session beginning in
January. As we begin to gear up for the
2012 Session, I would like to remind us of
some of the positive results achieved during
the 2011 legislative session.
During the 2011 session, we reduced our budget by
approximately $4,000,000,000. This was done without
tax increases. We created legislation establishing a
flexible and innovative state trust fund for promotion of
job creation in Florida. This growth reform will benefit
businesses already in Florida in addition to encouraging
new businesses to locate to the State of Florida.
In 2011, we passed the Prescription Drug Bill. This bill will
go a long way in helping our law enforcement agencies
crack down on the illegal prescription drug trafficking.
Citizens from other states in our country were coming to
Florida to get prescription drugs through our “pill mills”.
This is a practice that was by far one of the most difficult
situations with which our state has had to deal. The
Prescription Drug Bill should put an end to the “pill mills.”
We passed legislation aimed at helping to reduce
Medicaid fraud. Medicaid accounts for approximately 22
billion dollars in our budget. We MUST continue to
diligently look at the ways to make this program more
effective and efficient for those in need.
We began the redistricting process and it is our

responsibility to delivered fair districts when the final
maps are presented. Over 2000 members of the public
have made positive recommendations to accomplish this
goal.
We passed education reform. Florida is currently ranked
5th in the country, up from 37th just 12 years ago,
according to Education Week’s Quality Counts survey. We
need to continue our positive efforts regarding education
until Florida is ranked 1st in the country.
We passed true pension reform this year thus increasing
the stability and safety of our pensions. We passed the
Health Reform Act and drug testing for those participating
in assistance programs.
For the 2012 session, our responsibilities are many:
revitalize our economy, maintain spending disciplines,
create jobs and get Floridians back to work, make certain
our educational system continues to progress, make sure
our needy elderly citizens are cared for and make Florida
a state in which its citizens are the primary concern: a
state to be envied by other states throughout our country.
When we hear that over half of Americans believe that
their children will be worse off than they are, it is
incumbent upon us, as elected officials, to take the
necessary steps to turn the economy around and do the
very best we can to make 100% of Americans know that
their children will be better off than they are themselves.
We CAN come back – we have done so before and we
can do so again. We must be prepared to make some
hard decisions but to do so with the knowledge that these
hard decisions will “pay off” in the long run with long
term solutions.
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lasers aND Peels
wHicH oNe is riGHt for you?

By Stephanie Schlageter, M.S.
Medspa Director

Advances in technology have paved the way
for minimally invasive skin rejuvenation
procedures that can effectively treat a wide
range of common skin concerns such as
lines, wrinkles, dark spots, rosacea, and
acne scarring. The recent and continuing
boom in the non-surgical cosmetic industry has produced
a number of different types of devices and services
including resurfacing lasers, intense pulsed light (IPL)
devices, and peels. These procedures have become
enormously popular due to their limited downtime,
affordability, and dramatic yet natural looking results.

LASerS

Non-ablative fractional lasers are one of the leading types
of lasers in the cosmetic arena. They penetrate below the
surface of the skin, conducting heat to stimulate new
collagen development and significantly improve skin tone
and texture. Rather than remove the top layer of the skin
as with older ablative lasers, the top layer of skin remains
intact, limiting side effects and downtime. Non ablative,
fractional lasers are commonly used to treat fine to
moderate wrinkles, dark spots, and acne scarring. The
popular Fraxel Laser is an example of a non-ablative
fractional Laser.
Intense Pulsed Light (IPL) - Similarly, IPL is a non ablative
device that uses intense pulses of light, rather than laser
energy, to penetrate the outer surface of the skin. IPL
treatments, or “photofacials”, are effective at treating
rosacea, broken capillaries or veins, and some brown
spots. IPL also can provide superficial skin tightening.
Radiofrequency (RF) - RF devices are used to deliver
intense heat deep into the skin to heat the tissue and
stimulate the growth of new collagen and tighten the
skin. Thermage is an example of an RF device that is
effective at tightening skin on the chin, neck, jowls, and
upper eyelids, among other areas.

PeeLS

Peels (or “chemical peels”) are solutions applied to the
skin to help exfoliate the outermost layers of the skin to
reveal newer, more radiant skin and to stimulate the
production of new skin cells. Peels are often used to help
control acne breakouts and for maintaining the results of
Fraxel, IPL, or Thermage treatments.
Still not sure which treatment may be right for you? A
complimentary consultation at Radiance Medspa can help
shed light on the differences, benefits, and potential risks
for each type of service. Visit radiancetampabay.com or
call Radiance Medspa at 727-518-7100 for information.

raDiaNce meDsPa

NOw IN ClEaRwaTER TOO
Radiance Medspa and Hyatt Regency Clearwater Beach
are partnering together to offer BOTOX and Juvederm
treatments inside the Hyatt’s beautiful Sandava Spa.
Now everyone has two convenient locations to obtain
these very popular services performed by Radiance
Medspa’s expert medical staff - Radiance Medspa in
Belleair Bluffs and Sandava Spa on Clearwater Beach.
Call Radiance Medspa at 518-7100 or
Sandava Spa at 373-4970 for information.
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from tHe Desk of sHeriff Jim coats
It is with mixed emotions that I write my final
‘Desk of the Sheriff’ message to you today.
On November 7th, 2011 I will close a 40
year chapter on my law enforcement career
at the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office. What
a journey it has been! For the last four
decades, I have had the honor and privilege
of serving the citizens of Pinellas County,
and the great distinction of doing so alongside the finest
men and women in the law enforcement profession.
My decision to retire prior to the conclusion of my term –
was one not easily reached. As most of you know, my wife,
Cat was diagnosed with breast cancer. We are grateful to
agency members and to so many in the community for their
outpouring of support. All the kind words and well wishes
have and will continue to be a source of strength.
As I reflect on the last seven years as your Sheriff, I am
proud of the work we have accomplished. We opened
Pinellas Safe Harbor, a homeless shelter for non-violent
offenders, launched the Mobile Video Visitation Bus to allow
for remote visitations for Pinellas County Jail inmates, we
initiated a countywide inmate transportation system and
established credit/debit cards as methods of payment for
bail bonds and child support purges for jail inmates. We
created our Narcotics Countywide Diversion Task Force to
battle the epidemic of prescription drug abuse on all fronts:
law enforcement, education and legislative. Among our
many technological advances, we employed and expanded
the use of facial recognition to assist us in the identification
of suspects and to aid us with timely information on criminal
investigations. We took countywide responsibility for sex
predator and offender tracking, stood firm against internet

cafés, began Spanish language classes for deputies, started
an agency wellness program and expanded youth
programs to reach out to at-risk youths. With the support of
the Board of County Commissioners, we constructed a new
K-9 facility, and were able to embark on the construction of
a new firearms training complex.
Through it all, we have faced very challenging budget
times. Over the last four years, we have reduced our budget
by $102 million and eliminated over 600 positions, while
maintaining our level of service to the citizens. While the last
years have been draining on our organization, we have
continued to fulfill our public safety responsibilities. Our
success is a tribute to the hard work and dedication of the
men and women of the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office.
It is hard to believe I just celebrated 40 years of law
enforcement service. Through the years, I have had the
privilege of working at all command levels. I would be
remiss, if I did not express my appreciation to Governor
Lawton Chiles for the opportunity to serve as interim Sheriff
in Gulf and Santa Rosa counties, and to Governor Jeb Bush
for his appointment to serve as interim Sheriff here in
Pinellas County. Subsequently, the citizens of Pinellas County
entrusted me to continue the work as their Sheriff.
As I step down, please join me in supporting Chief Deputy
Bob Gualtieri, who will serve out my term. I am confident
he will carry forward the mission to provide the best in
public safety and public service.
I have greatly enjoyed the opportunity to address you every
month through the ‘Desk of the Sheriff’. While this is my
final message, the new administration will continue this
open line of communication with you.
Once again, it has been an honor and privilege to be your
public servant.
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actioN
2000
News
tHaNk you irB!

oktoBerfest
oN tHe BeacH
was a great

SuCCESS

kinderfest
mike’s Pizza

Thank You Homebanc, our Event
Sponsor for your support and
participation. A Special Thank You to
ALL the Volunteers, Vendors,
Business Sponsors, and Silent
Auction Contributors.

you make this community
event possible!

Raffle winner Don Bishop
with volunteer Mike Alea
WHO IS ACTION 2000? We are a non profit
organization made up of volunteers with a mission to
improve the look and appearance of Gulf Blvd. All monies
raised are used for beautification or maintenance
programs to enhance the look of Gulf Blvd. for everyone.
As the new year rolls in, Action 2000 will begin new
projects and fundraising events. We encourage and
welcome community members to join us and become
involved. It is very rewarding experience to see things
being done in the community that make a difference! A
very special thank you goes to all the volunteers that
made our past year a great success.
Wishing all a very happy and healthy holiday season on
behalf of the spirited volunteers of IRB Action 2000.
“Where action is the attraction.”
Thank You,
Eric Meyer, President - 727-744-0123
www.IRBaction2000.com
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iNDiaN rocks BeacH
HomeowNers
associatioN News

2011 HAPPY HOURS
Homeowners Happy Hours continue at
the following restaurants:
Nov 10: JD Restaurant Dec. 8: Impressive Designs
These FREE Happy Hours are 6-7:30 pm the second
Thursday of the month. Visit IRBhome.com for info.
taste of irB November 5. Plan to spend the evening
dancing with night away while enjoying the best our local
restaurants have to offer! Again this year, we are have a
raffle for over $600 in gift certificates from our local
restaurants. Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5. We want to
thank our event sponsors - Century 21 Beggins, Crabby
Bill’s, Landshark, City of Indian Rocks Beach and the Beach
Bee, plus all the volunteers that will help set-up, sell tickets,
and pour beer and wine that evening.
Poker ruN Bar crawl was a HUGE success! Thank
you to all the volunteers and the 384 Registered
participants. We also thank all the local bars and
restaurants who so graciously opened their doors and
Crabby Bill's Loading Dock, who hosted one whale of an
After-Party! The Homeowners will be donating the almost
$2000 profit to Morton Plant’s Pinellas Mammogram
Voucher Program for uninsured or underinsured women.
aNNual toy Drive aND cHristmas social Join us
Thursday, December 8th for the Homeowners Association's
annual Toy Drive, which is also the final Happy Hour of the
year, at Impressive Designs located at 311 1st Street. There
will be beer and wine available for a donation and you can
do little Christmas Shopping while you are there. Please
bring an unwrapped, new toy for our toy drive. If you can
not attend, we will have collection boxes at City Hall and
USA Grocers. The Homeowner’s will be donating $500 of
Wal-mart Gift cards.
HoliDay street ParaDe Again this year the
Homeowner Association will be riding bicycles in the
holiday street parade. Everyone is welcome to participate.
We will meet at the Chic-a-Si park at 12:30 to line up, or
you can just jump in when we pass your house. Before the
parade, we will be taking another group photo for our
Beach Boxes for Troops program.
aNNual HoliDay liGHteD Boat ParaDe is 7pm,
Saturday December 17th. Once again, the Homeowners
Association has donated $1500 towards the cost of the
parade. To participate contact Randy Schwab, at City
Hall 595-6889, or RSchwab@irbcity.com.
BeacH BoXes for trooPs The first shipment of
boxes went out in September. If you know someone
stationed overseas, e-mail us their mailing address at
info@irbhome.com or call (727) 517-3131 and we will
add them to the mailing list. Our next shipment will be
the first of November.
coastal cleaNuP BaNNer The HOA donated the large
banner that was hanging in the trees at the County Park
announcing the upcoming Coastal Cleanup. It seems to
have helped. After years of declining attendance, this was
the largest turnout ever. Over 100 people helped clean our
shoreline. The banner will be used every spring and fall.
follow us oN faceBook get all the news, see
photos, read what your neighbors have to say, find out
about events and more at Facebook.com/IRBHomeowners.
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DolPHiN’s tale - a movie review
by Sheri Aquilar, Manager of Island Way Grill
There has been a lot of local excitement about the
recently released movie, “Dolphin Tale”. The film
featured a great cast including Morgan Freeman, Harry
Connick Jr., Ashley Judd, Kris Kristofferson and
Clearwater’s own celebrity, Winter the dolphin. The
movie is based on the true story of Winter, a dolphin
who was actually rescued in Florida and brought to
Clearwater Marine Aquarium. Winter lost her tail to
damage resulting from being entangled in a crab trap
and was later fitted with a prosthetic tail. The true story
and the film are both very inspiring as the strong willed
little dolphin overcomes her handicap. The dolphin has
already inspired many individuals with disabilities and
the wide reach of the film will certainly impact many
more lives. The publicity generated from the film should
also be a tremendous boost for Clearwater and many
surrounding businesses including the once struggling
little aquarium.
I actually had a chance to preview the film with my
family at a 3D Matinee showing in at Ruth Eckerd Hall,
prior to the actual release of the film. My children also
had a chance to spend a day as extras in the film. They
were excited to see the film, hoping to catch a glimpse
of themselves on the big screen. Although they did not
actually make the final cut of the film, they both enjoyed
the movie immensely and the experience was something
they will not soon forget.
The movie was filmed primarily in Pinellas country and
some of the local surroundings that I recognized in the
film included Honeymoon Island, The Long Center,
Dodecanese Blvd in Tarpon Springs, a nearby bridge in
Tarpon, Mildred Helms Elementary School, Admiral
Farragut Academy and of course The Clearwater
Aquarium which is Winter‘s real home. Some of the
scenes from the film were also staged at Harborview
Center in Clearwater which was used when needed.
Several of the celebrities from the film were spotted
around the area frequenting local businesses.
It was interesting to have watched the movie scenes that
were filmed directly next door to my workplace, Island
Way Grill, and then seeing it all come together in the
film. I also recognized several local people I know, who
appeared as extras in the movie. It was also great to see
the end of the film actually paid homage to the caring
and dedicated staff at the Aquarium.
I look forward to seeing what the future will hold for our
city, the aquarium expansion and the little dolphin that
started it all.

suNcoast DiXielaND JaZZ classic

Clearwater Beach’s 21st Annual Dixieland Jazz Classic
will be held November 18 - 20. It will feature classic
and contemporary jazz, swing, blues, soul, ragtime,
cajun and zydeco music. The event will be held at the
Sheraton and Marriott on Sand Key and the Holiday Inn
Suites on Clearwater Beach. Close to 7,000 people
attend are expected to attend over the three days. This is
the largest East Coast festival of it’s kind.
The participating hotels are offering discounts during the
event days. You can pay for one night or get a weekend
pass for $90. Call 536-0064 or visit JazzClassic.net for
the lineup and more details.
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Business Briefs....
william DeaN
cHocolates is
coming to Belleair
Bluffs, just in time
for your Christmas
shopping. William
Dean, owned by
Bill Brown, is a
major creator of
fine chocolates.
The company is
named in honor of
its founder's father
(William) and
grandfather
(Dean). William
Dean Chocolates follows the artisan tradition of creating
everything by hand, in small batches and without
preservatives. The artisan chocolates are available in a
wide variety of assortments and are enjoyed by US
Presidents and famous celebrities. Every piece is made
by hand in their shop at 12551 Indian Rocks Road
North, Suite 1. Call them now at 593-0656. Look for
store to open in the Bluff’s Shopping Center in the next
few weeks.
_________________________________________________
meDicare semiNar Medicare can be a confusing ,
but we all know it is important. Local Independent
Authorized Insurance Agent Linda Bullerman is offering
two seminars to help people understand its rules. The
seminars will be November 3 at 11:30am and
November 30 at 4pm. Both at the Largo Community
Center, 400 Alternate Keene Road in Largo. For the
2012, Medicare’s Open Enrollment begins October 15
and ends December 7. The information you need for
enrollment will be provided at these seminars. Please
RSVP by calling 501-1444.
_________________________________________________
No ParaDise yet You may have heard about the
large fishing resort anchored just off Clearwater Beach
called Fisherman’s Paradise. They are not open for
business yet. Everyone thinks they are because of all the
publicity, but the owners tell us they had planned to open
in January. Get more information at
FishermansParadise.com.
_________________________________________________
froZeN yoGurt A new yogurt store called Ready-SetYo is planning to open in November in the 400 block of
Indian Rocks Road North, next to Urban Coast. This will
be a self-serve concept. But, they will have more than just
yogurt. The owner is Mia Corrales, daughter to Matt and
Maria Loder, the Crabby Bills family.
_________________________________________________
closeD - GOING COASTAL REALTY, 1401 Gulf Blvd,
Closed IRB Office in October.
_________________________________________________
caleNDars for sale 2011 is almost over. Buy your
2012 calendar featuring original art of nearby cottages
and other recognizable scenes of Indian Rocks Beach by
The Plein Air Cottage Artists. This is their 7th Annual
edition. The calendars cost $20.00 and can be
purchased at: The IRB Library, Welcome Center, The
Cookie Cutter Salon, Sandy’s Restaurant, Cafe de Paris,
Kooky Coconuts, Largo’s Coffee Mill and Frame Factory
and Janna’s Fine Consignment in Belleair Bluffs.
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tHe moseley House, as i rememBer it
By Mayor R.B. Johnson
The Indian Rocks Historical Museum began life as one of
my family's cottages back in 1939. At that time, and up
until the early 1980s, it was situated at the southwest
corner of Gulf Blvd. and 12th Ave. When I was a kid in the
1960s and 70s it was the most impressive of the four
cottages we owned in the vicinity of the Big Indian Rocks
Fishing Pier, having a number of quirky features that
ennobled it in my eyes. The very setting was unique: a
huge lot with a deep, sandspur-covered backyard that was
bordered to the south by a wonderful grove of oak trees,
under which sat a surreal ensemble of table and stools
that looked like cave-carved artifacts dipped in gray and
brown concrete. It was a craggy, bizarre sanctuary towards
which we'd venture across the sandspur Sahara for an
occasional picnic within the cool enclosure of the sweeping
oak canopy. Somewhere to the south, beyond the trees, lay
Joe Ros' pizza joint.
Two screened porches were vitally important to the
versatility of the cottage. The front porch was where the
current Indian heritage room is located, and within it were
cots on which my sister and I would sleep on hot summer
nights. The rear porch was a two level concrete affair with
multiple entrances to the cottage's interior. The lower level
was subjected to impromptu inundations by windswept
rain, turning it into our own indoor wading pool.
Although we only stayed overnight for brief periods on
weekends and during the summer, this cottage felt
particularly "homey" because of its intricate, spacious layout
and weighty features like the unique circular brick fireplace
and metal-framed slider chair that faced it in the living
room. One of my first memories there is of playing with a
model of the Mayflower that came from a stay at the hotel
of the same name in Washington, D.C. in the late 1960s. I
also remember a "Man from U.N.C.L.E." board game that
had taken up residence for some obscure reason! Years
later, when in high school, I tried to impress upon my sister
and her best friend the glories of King Crimson's "The
Court of the Crimson King" (played on a portable record
player brought from home in Tampa). In a similar manner
The Beatles' "Abbey Road" regaled friends during a party
for cast members of a play we put on my senior year. We
threw the frisbee on 12th Ave., swam in the gulf, walked
on the pier, and ended the day with pizza from Pajano's
and Rolling Rock beer from the Pik Kwik. (Sorry, Mom!)
At the time -- 1979 -- I didn't realize that my days of play
in this wonderful cottage were coming to an end.
Fortunately, instead of being torn down like two of the
other cottages after the property was sold, the newly
formed Indian Rocks Historical Society came to the rescue
and moved the cottage so it could be utilized as a
museum. And now, as a member of its board of directors,
I sporadically visit the old place once again, accompanied
by a lifetime of vivid memories.

sePtemBer 11tH rememBraNce
The volunteers of the Pinellas Suncoast Fire District have
received a piece of steel from New York’s collapsed
World Trade Center. The piece of steel weighs 145
pounds. They are designing a memorial now and are
planning a $10,000 budget. The fire district volunteers
are asking each of the four city governments where the
fire district operates to donate $2,500. Any one else
who would like to contribute, can call 595-1117.

tHe History of PiNellas couNty
THE PROCESS Of SEPaRaTION

Hillsborough” was doing to West Hillsborough residents.
By Bob Griffin, Publisher
In 1907, State Senator James Crane assured Divisionists that
Pinellas County will celebrate its 100th anniversary on
if the people petitioned for a new county, he would permit a
January 1, 2012. Many people were involved in the many
bill to pass the Senate. The bill was introduced and the
steps taken to convert our area into a new county. So
many, that this article will be presented in two installments. Pinellas backers won in the House. But when the bill
reached the Senate, Senator Crane was attacked from all
In 1834, before Florida was a state, a large area centering
sides. The Senate never voted on the bill.
on Tampa Bay officially became Hillsborough County.
Not deterred, Divisionists began making plans for their next
Tampa, a small village had grown up around Ft. Brooke
and became the hub of the newly formed county. The county attempt. They wanted a senator supported by Tampa
residents, yet be friendly to their cause. That person was
was made up of what would later become nine counties:
Don C. McMullen. He campaigned that he would not favor
Hillsborough, Charlotte, DeSoto, Hardee, Manatee, Pasco,
county division in the 1909 session. He did not mention
Polk, Sarasota and Pinellas. Farming, citrus and cattle were
1911, however. Insiders in West County pushed for his
the dominate businesses in Hillsborough County.
election, but could not divulge their hidden agenda.
When Hillsborough County was formed, what we now call
McMullen won election while in the same election, John S.
Pinellas was called West Hillsborough. There was a
Taylor, a Divisionist leader, was elected to
newspaper called the West
Hillsborough County Jan 1834
the House.
Hillsborough Times centered in
As planned, supporters submitted a bill
Clearwater. It later became the St
on May 1, 1909. McMullen, as expected,
Petersburg Times.
opposed it. At the time, there was a
17% of Hillsborough’s population
senatorial courtesy that no bill would pass
lived in Western Hillsborough, but
without the support of the impacted
they paid 23% of the taxes. Residents
county’s
Senator, so it failed again.
in began to resent bearing the tax
The 1910 census showed the peninsula
burden for Tampa, while not reaping
had 13,193 residents and if separated, it
enough of the benefits.
would rank 23rd in population of Florida
The chief grievance was most all the
counties. Western county residents were
tax revenue was spent to improve the
taxed $6.34 each, as compared to $4.37
Tampa side of the county. Pinellas
for the rest of the county. People started to
was the last to receive roads and
openly question why they should not levy,
school funding. When St. Petersburg
collect and spend their own money.
had a criminal problem, the
The third effort began with a meeting in
Hillsborough Sheriff could take weeks
Clearwater on December 12, 1910.
to respond. After much complaining,
Representatives from Tarpon Springs, Clearwater, Largo,
the Hillsborough government finally built a bridge, near Bay
Seminole and St Petersburg were all present. A presentation
Pines. It fell down during a storm shortly after construction.
during the meeting demonstrated how $150,000 had been
Another problem involved the difficulty western residents
given to Hillsborough County to build roads in the western
experienced when traveling to Tampa. The county seat was
side of the county, but no good roads had been built.
45 miles away. People routinely had to go to Tampa to file
deeds and do business at the county courthouse. They would At the next meeting, held January 17, 1911, Largo’s John S.
Taylor was elected chairman and Charles Evans, editor of
either travel by horse and cart, train or boat, all of which
the Clearwater News, as secretary. It was agreed when the
were difficult, dangerous and time consuming. It took at the
county was divided, Clearwater would be the temporary
least two to three days.
county
seat. They drafted a bill dividing the county on
A group of vocal residents known as the Divisionists formed.
October 1, 1911. It still had to be passed by the Legislature,
The first, W.A. Belcher of Bayview (Clearwater East), was a
and ratified by two-thirds of the voters of the peninsula.
State Representative for West Hillsborough in Tallahassee. In
Taylor and Harris went to Tallahassee on April 11 to start the
1886, he sponsored the first bill backing a separation from
fight. The Tampa Tribune published nasty editorials
Hillsborough. Judge Joseph Wall, a senator from Tampa,
denouncing the western county and everyone in it. The St
killed the bill when it reached the Senate. Divisionists were
Petersburg Times retaliated with more editorials.
too disorganized to continue the battle and there was no
real progress for almost 20 years.
The bill was passed by the House 28 to 18 on May 5th. On
May 16th, when Senator McMullen kept his promise and
Then, in 1907, things began to happen, but it would take
favored the bill, it passed the Senate 20 to 9. Governor
five years of planning, lobbying and scheming to see any
Gilchrist signed the bill on May 23.
progress. Whenever a State House bill was introduced that
would separate Hillsborough, the State Senate would reject
The Pinellas County Club formed to assure the voters of
it. Pinellas leaders were afraid to support the bills, because
Pinellas would vote to ratify the bill. On November 14, the
they depended on Tampa voters to reelect them.
bill was ratified by a vote of 1,379 to 505.
William Straub, the fiery editor and publisher of the St
The first county election was held December 15. County
Petersburg Times used his position and skillful writing to fan
commissioners, a school board, clerk of the circuit court,
the fires of separation. D. B. McKay, editor of the Tampa
sheriff, superintendent of schools, county judge, tax
Tribune, squared off against him representing the eastern
assessor, tax collector, county treasurer, superintendent of
county’s view. In addition to full page editorials on the
registrations, and county surveyor were elected.
subject, Straub mailed copies of his newspaper to every
On
January 1, 1912 Pinellas became a government and
member of the legislator for a full year. The purpose was to
the elected officials took office. Then the fireworks began.
inform other state leaders what a disservice “Good Old
Continued in our January issue
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mark’s summer vacatioN
by Bonnie Monroe
When school was ending, and summer was just starting,
I thought this would be like every other summer with my
husband and I unable to find a summer camp suitable
for our son, Mark. Then, one of our clients gave our son
a small sailboat. The only problem was nobody in our
family knew how to sail. So, I needed to find someone
to teach my son sailing. My first call was to Clearwater
Community Sailing Center. I was thinking the call would
probably end like all the other calls - them telling me
they don’t have anyone qualified to work with my
asperger child. But I was wrong. One of the instructors
said he would be glad to work with my son. From the
minute Mark started sailing classes, I saw a difference in
him. He was getting up and going to bed on time. He
was excited to get to class every day. Now as I write
this, Mark shows no sign of becoming bored or
frustrated to the point of quitting. He has also has been
taking paddle board lessons. His balance is amazing
and boarding increases his core strength. In October,
Mark raced one of the center’s sailboats in the annual
Dunedin Marine Abilities Regatta. Our family has saw
many positive changes in Mark this summer, it has been
the best therapy we could have invested in.
The staff has been great working with my son and my
son’s instructors are very patient.
Program Director Rich White
(shown here with Mark) works
around some of the difficulties
Mark has, including self-esteem
and patience. Clearwater Sailing
Community Center is a great
summer place that works well
with Asperger kids.

a messaGe from tHe fooD PaNtry
Visit us a the Taste of IRB Saturday November 5. The
event takes place at Chic-a-Si Park from 4 - 10pm. We
are selling sodas and water that have been donated by
the Homeowners Association. They will be one dollar. All
the profit goes to the Food Pantry. If you are interested in
helping us set up or staff the booth, please call me.
This is a very important fund raiser for our Beach
Community Food Pantry. Many food donations end up
with late expiration dates. This is money so we can buy
exactly what we need at a discounted price. Please,
please, please, consider helping us help others by
stopping by our booth. If it sounds like I am begging,
pleading and then begging some more..... I am!!
Anny Tarrant, Public Awareness & Response
813-245-6758

