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twenty eight yeARS of CRABBy BiLL’S SeAfood
Crabby Bill’s Seafood Restaurant is one of the best known
Indian Rocks Beach restaurants. But the founders of the
seafood empire, Bill and Dolores Loder, did not start here.
Bill Loder was born in South Philadelphia. He and Dolores
were married in 1954. He served in the Marines during the
Korean War. Afterwards, they moved near the shore in
southern New Jersey and Bill drove a produce truck,
delivering to restaurants and grocery stores. He developed
an interest in fishing and began selling his catch to the
same outlets. He did so well, he set up roadside stands and
sold fish, crabs and shrimp out of his truck.
The Loders moved to Pinellas County in 1968. Bill worked
on a shrimp boat operating near St. Petersburg’s Jungle
Prada area. Once again, he sold his catch from the side of
the road this time near the Johns Pass Bridge. He took the
next step in 1975 when he opened a seafood restaurant
called Captain Bill’s Beach Kitchen at 17807 Gulf Blvd,
Redington Shores. There is a Thai restaurant there today.
Loder moved his business to Madeira Beach into a small
beachfront shack. It was near today’s Dockside Dave’s at
14700 Gulf Blvd. Little more than a concession stand, it was
called Captain Bill’s Deck. It was razed to build a condo.
They opened another restaurant inland in south Seminole
near Bay Pines, also called Captain Bill’s Seafood
Restaurant. Nine family members worked in the small store
which was both a seafood market and an open air
restaurant.
Bill loved to buy and sell seafood. He bought clams,

oysters, crabs and fish from as far
away as Apalachicola and the
U.S. east coast and sold it locally
to many of the area restaurants.
The family also trapped their own
crabs.
In 1980, the Seminole restaurant Bill Loder, Crabby Bill
burned down, during an
attempted burglary. The day after the fire, Loder put up a
sign that read, “We Will Survive”. Once again, he opened
a new Captain Bill’s restaurant, this time on Tyrone Blvd,
north of Tyrone Square Mall. He eventually sold it to a
foreign investor, only to open another in the Pasadena.
In 1983, Bill discovered a small building in Indian Rocks
Beach, south of 5th Avenue/Walsingham Rd. It was little
more than a hot dog stand. He felt the location was very
centrally located in Pinellas County, and wanted to open a
restaurant there. “The rest of us thought he was crazy,” says
Matt Loder, his son.
About this time, Bill Loder learned the foreign investors who
bought the Tyrone restaurant also bought the Captain Bill’s
name, so he needed a new one. His daughter, Ellie,
suggested Crabby Bill’s, because all his life he had enjoyed
catching and selling crabs. Plus, she added, “He is crazy!”
They opened the Indian Rocks Beach location in April of
1983, where today’s seafood market is, at 409 Gulf Blvd. It
was a very small restaurant with only 45 seats. “It did not
even have a sign,” says Matt. “On the first day, we barely
had $100 in the drawer, but by the end of the night,
people found us.”
Six months after they opened, Loder bought the building
behind the restaurant (now a parking lot) from Joe
Carbonaro. In February 1987, when the Blue Lagoon, a
large restaurant at the corner of 4th Avenue, owned by Jim
Sparks became available, Bill bought it too.
Story by Bob Griffin, Publisher
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neXt iSSUe iS jULy
Do you need another copy of this
newsletter? Ask for them at USA
Grocers or any IRB realtor's office.
This newsletter is printed every
other month and survives on
local advertising. Please support
the people advertising here. If
you are an IRB resident wanting
to advertise, you get a discount.
We also offer discounts for
advertising in our other issues,
Madeira Beach, Belleair Area
Downtown St. Petersburg and
our Clearwater Beach.
Call me to advertise in the next
issue. For more information, or
to read our other issues online,
visit BeachNewsletters.com

LittLe LeAgUe . . . . . . . . . . . . 735-4574
ChAMBeR of CoMMeRCe
Gulf Beaches. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach . . . . . . . . . . 447-7600
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SeweR / IRB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
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------------------------------------------------CoUnty infoRMAtion . . . . 464-3000
CoMMiSSion offiCeS . . . . . 464-3377
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Jim.Frishe@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
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Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
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2011 CaLENDaR OF LOCaL EVENTS
May
Loggerhead Turtle Season Begins
1
Mother’s Day
8
Homeowners Happy Hour
12
Postal Workers Food Drive
14
IRB’s Household Chemical Cleanup 14
MADD Beach Walk
14
Stone Crab Season Ends
15
Boat Club Caladesi Island Party
15
Community Clean Up IRB
16-18
HOA Annual Meeting
18
Boat Club Meeting
19
Blues and Blue Grass, 2-6pm
21
Safe Boating Week
23-29
Memorial Day
30
JUNE
Hurricane Season Begins
Last Day Public School
Homeowners Happy Hour
Boat Club Trip to Gators

1
8
9
11

Flag Day& Retirement Ceremony 14
Beach Art Center Kids Camp 13-29
Boat Club Meeting
16
Heritage Village Antique Fair
18
Father’s Day
19
Summer Begins
21
IRB’s Birthday
25
JULy
Independence Day
Boat Club / Island Party
Homeowners Happy Hour
Boat Club Meeting
aUGUST
Homeowners Happy Hour
Blood Drive-IRB Post Office
IRB Community Clean Up
HOA Third Quarter Meeting
Boat Club Meeting
Boat Club Sand Bar trip
Public School Begins

4
4
14
21
11
12
15-17
17
18
21
22
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CRABBy BiLLS, continued
Back then you could buy a
grouper sandwich for $3
and a platter for $4.50.
Stone crabs with fries and
slaw were $6.95, Seafood
Gumbo $1.75, Oysters
$1.25 / dozen and you
could wash it all down with
a 50¢ draft beer. The walls
then, as now, were covered
with their daily specials and
Bill and Dolores Loder
funny slogans.
Bill was nicknamed the master of ceremonies because he
was always visible in his restaurant. He liked having his
customers sit on picnic tables. “He said he was going to
make it so that people had to talk to one another,” said
Dolores. He would introduce patrons to each other,
helping to begin friendships and business deals over
platters of seafood.
Bill and Dolores Loder had five children: Ellie, Dolores
(Cookie), George, Matt and Johnny. All have worked in the
family business. The company is well known for hiring
family members. Not only kids and grandkids, but
extended family works there too. “Mom and Dad were
very interested in keeping everyone involved,” says Matt.
“Dad was the fisherman and the buyer. Mom watched the
money. She pinched the pennies,” says Matt. “She worked
in the stores, paid the bills, did the babysitting and kept an
eye on all the kids.” Each of the children had different
jobs. Some fished, some cooked, and some drove a truck.
Dolores said “it is hard work, but if you make it fun and
you laugh, you can do it.” Today, over 40 family members
work for Crabby Bill’s in their eight restaurants. The five
stores in Pinellas County alone have over 500 employees.
Dolores died in 2001. Bill is 79 and lives in Seminole. He
suffered a stroke 2 years ago, but still likes to be involved.
He visits the IRB store regularly and signs autographs when
sitting near the bar. 2010 was a hard year for Bill and his
family, when he saw the deaths of two children, Cookie
and George.
Bill hated advertising. He felt if the food was good, people
would come back. But the catch phrase, “Don’t Worry, Be
Crabby” became more than a marketing message. It was
his beginning philosophy and it continues today.

iRB ReSidentS win $5000 in
CLeARwAteR KingfiSh toURnAMent

(left to right) Indian Rocks residents Andy Brosk, Dave Laramee,
and visiting from VT Jason Laramee and Ezra Spring.

Their first place fish was 42" long and weighed 20.74 lbs.
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Did You Know....
iRB ReSident CoRy
LoPez RAnKed #13
After surfing the first elite
ASP World Tour event of the
year, the 2011 Quiksilver
Pro at Snapper Rocks
Australia, Cory Lopez was
ranked #13 on the ASP
World Tour Rankings. Cory
has hovered in or around
the Top 10 for many years,
ranking as high as #1 and
finishing in the #3 spot in
2001.
_______________________
KidS ARt CAMP The
Beach Art Center will offer six weeks of half-day art
camps in the morning and afternoon for children 6 to
18 years, beginning June 13. The camps featuring
adventurous art themes, multi-media, paint, creatures,
comics and clay are Monday - Friday 9 am to noon or
from 1 to 4 pm. Register morning or afternoon, by the
week for one or more weeks. The cost is $80 for a week
of half day camp sessions. Call 596-4331 for
information or email arts1515@aol.com.
_________________________________________________
SKiM BoARd CAMP Indian Rocks Beach’s Nekton Surf
Shop is taking reservations for their annual Skim Board
Camp being offered in June. Contact the store now at
593-8292 or visit their web site at www.NektonSurf.com.
_________________________________________________
fLAg RetiReMent CeReMony The annual Indian
Rocks Beach Flag Retirement ceremony will be held in
Chic-a-Si Park on Tuesday, June 14 at noon. The
ceremony is followed by food and beverages, supplied
by the City and local civic organizations. Many local and
state government officials attend this event. If you have a
tattered or torn flag, bring it to City Hall before June
14th to have it honorably destroyed.
___________________________________________________
CheMiCAL CLeAnUP A Pinellas County Mobile
Collection Drop Off event will be in Indian Rocks Beach,
Saturday, May 14th from 9am to 2pm between 15th and
16th Avenues in front of City Hall. Enter on 16th Ave. Bring
your old televisions, computers, paint, pesticides and more.
Call 464-7500 for more information.
________________________
theMed SUMMeR CAMP
This summer, Country Day
School is again offering high
quality and popular specialty
camps to children age 2
through 8th grade. The
camps combine a safe
environment with highquality programs that
educate, engage, and enrich
your child's life. This year,
they will offer SCUBA
Certification Camp, Horse
Camp, Computer
Programming Camp,
Cooking Camp and many
more! For more information
visit countrydaylargo.com or
call 727-596-1902.
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the fRiendS of the
LiBRARy At their annual,
meeting the Friends of the
Library elected a new
Board. Shown here are Joe
Gillespie President, Jean
Scott Vice President, Gayle
Peters Secretary, Debbie
Merriman Treasurer, Louise
LaSalla Asst. Treasurer, and
Directors – Pat Maleski, Kate Torgerson, Peggy Campbell,
Patty Guastello and Mary Lou Jenkins.
_________________________________________________
BeLLeAiR BeACh CAUSewAy BRidge as won
multiple awards including:
• Roads & Bridges: Top Ten Bridge Project of 2009 Winner
• American Public Works Association 2010 West Coast
Branch Winner
•American Public Works Association 2010 Florida
Chapter Project of the Year – Structures Winner
•American Public Works Association 2010 Transportation
Project of the Year
•2011 Florida Institute of Consulting Engineers Grand
Award Winner
•2011 American Council of Engineering Companies
National Recognition Award Winner t.
_________________________________________________
tiMe to RegiSteR foR SChooL Kindergarten and
new students registration lasts until June 3. Students must be
5 on or before Sept 1 to attend kindergarten. New students
are required to provide a birth certificate, proof of residency,
Social Security number, record of immunizations, and proof
of having a physical exam within the last 12 months. Call
588-6210 for information.
___________________________________________________
A doLPhin tALe The movie recently filmed at the
Clearwater Aquarium is in the editing stage. Look for
‘trailers’ to appear in April promoting the 3D film. It is
scheduled to premier in the Tampa Bay area in October,
with a national distribution in November or December.
_________________________________________________
UPdAted tAMPA BAy BoAteR’S gUide An
information-packed guide to environmentally responsible
boating and angling in Tampa Bay is now available free
of charge from the Tampa Bay Estuary Program. It
includes updated lists of boat ramps, fishing piers, and
designated Clean Marinas, noting facilities with sewage
pump-out stations. It also shows updated boating speed
zones for Weedon Island, Port Manatee, and Rocky and
Sweetwater Creeks. e-mail saveit@tbep.org or call (727)
893-2765 for your copy.
_________________________________________________

hiStoRiCAL MUSeUM eXPAnSion The final design
for the museum has been approved and the expansion
is still scheduled for later 2011. Shown here is the
architectural rendering by Holmes Architects.
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Real Estate News

ReAL eStAte ReCoVeRy:

optimists & Pessimists face off
By Gordon Obarski, Broker Associate
Doiron Realty on the Beach
Investment guru Warren Buffett and fellow optimists
claim a national real estate rebound is underway. The
pessimists disagree pointing out that U.S. home sales
dropped 9% to a new low in the first two months of this
year. These gloom-and-doomers project 2011 to be the
worst year yet with no sign of recovery for 3-5 years.
Home/condo sales data for 1st Qtr ’11, both statewide
and in Indian Rocks Beach/Indian Shores, tipped more
in favor of the optimists. In zip code 33785, the number
of total units (homes and condos) sold increased nearly
64% from Jan to Mar with a 72% upswing in the
average sale price ($317,227/Jan to $544,805/Mar).
Sale prices achieved 89% of list prices and there was
also positive growth in number of condo sales—up
140% over the 3-month period.
The pessimists see this euphoria as only temporary.
Surprisingly, it’s not the backlog of 300,000+
foreclosures clogging the Florida courts they use as a
barometer to forecast rough seas ahead. Pessimists
expect the single biggest negative impact to come from
the single biggest unknown: “shadow” inventory in the
pipeline. These are properties hanging in limbo
somewhere between foreclosure and listing. It is
expected to take an estimated 2½ years for the market
to absorb Florida’s 441,000 shadow properties, which
is, by far, the largest in the nation.
On average, a Florida foreclosure is 638 days
delinquent; the foreclosure process has lengthened
156% since ’08. Nationally, in February foreclosures
were 39% of all transactions, which also held true in zip
code 33785, leaving us better off than the Tampa Bay
area overall where, for the first two months of the year,
foreclosures exceeded sales of conventional properties.
The optimists hang their rose-colored glasses on
Florida’s projection of 3% more jobs and its 8th fastgrowing population. In their estimation, adding nearly 3
million people statewide means more folks needing
more places to live—an immediate adrenalin shot for
the housing sector. The pessimists don’t see it that way.
In their view, newcomers to the state are generally new
to their jobs and unlikely to qualify for mortgages.
Somewhere between the optimists and the pessimists lie
the realists. They, like the optimists, are encouraged by
the 1st Qtr ’11 trend but are unwilling to ignore what is,
with certainty, coming down the pike when the
foreclosure floodgates swing open.
Source: Pinellas County Multiple Listing Service/National
Association of Realtors
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oUt-of-StAte CoMPAny ignoReS
wAteR QUALity ConCeRnS to
SeLL MoRe feRtiLizeR
by Phil Compton, Field Organizer, Sierra Club Florida
Regional Office
State Senate Bill 606 and House Bill 457, sponsored
by two panhandle legislators, would repeal current
state law that allows counties and cities to protect
against excess residential fertilizer pollution getting into
our local waterways. The bills would eliminate local
ordinances adopted by over 40 local governments,
including Pinellas County’s that now prohibits excessive
use of lawn fertilizers during the rainy season. That’s
the time of year when most of the runoff of excess
nitrogen and phosphorous winds up in the water and
feeds toxic algae outbreaks like Red Tide.
Scotts Miracle-Gro, an out-of-state fertilizer company
lobbying hard to take control of fertilizer regulation
away from local communities, announced March 21st
it would soon remove phosphorous from its lawn
fertilizers in an attempt to appear concerned with the
environment. But it’s nitrogen, not phosphorous, that
turns Tampa Bay into algae soup and puts the Gulf at
risk of having another outbreak of Red Tide like the
disaster of 2005.
And Scotts has made a point of doing nothing to
relieve our nitrogen problems. They haven’t even
produced a 50% slow release nitrogen product for
lawns in Florida – something required in most of those
40 communities.
In fact, Scotts has continued to sell non-compliant
nitrogen fertilizers in Sarasota, Lee, Orange and
Charlotte counties where ordinances prohibit the
application of products that contain less than 50% slow
release nitrogen.
But the Pinellas County ordinance includes a sales ban
on non-compliant fertilizers, so Scotts can’t sell illegal
products here. Scotts didn't like being taken off Pinellas
retail shelves but it’s their own fault - they had three
years to create a compliant product before the Pinellas
County Commission passed its ordinance by a 6-1
vote in Jan. 2010, but instead they spent those years
lobbying the state legislature to take urban fertilizer
regulation away from local governments.
This year the FL Retail Federation is against local
control of fertilizer regulation. Why? Look no further
than Scotts' domination of the retail fertilizer market
and you'll know who is telling FL retailers what to do.
If I were a Pinellas County retailer selling anything to
tourists, retirees or anyone who calls this place home, I
would be outraged that one out-of-state company was
making my federation act against my interests – let’s
face it, there isn’t a job in these parts that doesn’t
depend on clean water in Tampa Bay.

tiMe foR the StingRAy ShUffLe
Stingray Season has arrived and two or three people
will be stung each day. Stingrays bury themselves in the
sand and people encounter their barbs when they step
on them. By shuffling your feet in the sand, they will feel
you coming and get out of your way. If you do get
stung, get help at the nearest fire station or emergency
room. Stingray season lasts through out the summer.
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wheRe in the woRLd
iS the MoLLy BLooM?
by Marie Shine, www.svMollyBloom.com
As I write this, a non experienced sailing woman, I find
that I am overwhelmed – to the point that I have not been
in since the birth of my first child. I remember then thinking
“How will I know what my child needs? If he is hungry?” I
remember breathing a sigh of relief when he turned 3
months old and was still alive!!! I actually did it! I did
enough right to get him to the 3 month old stage!!! I think
only then I let up on myself and stopped wondering IF I
could make it as a mother – I gained confidence.
There is so much to learn about living on board and even
more to learn about sailing while living aboard. Listening
to other women who have been doing this for a lot longer
than I have, I feel so incompetent. Other women seem to
be able to interpret GRIB weather files – what the heck is a
Grib weather file???? There are others who tell me how to
get my HAM license, where to take the exams, what books
to buy – but I’d like to just learn how to turn on the Single
Side Band Radio and hear a transmission successfully.
Sailors can ‘read’ the water – know what anchor to use
and when. Could it be that one day I will actually be as
confident in my skills and abilities to handle the everyday
tasks of sailing as they are now? Perhaps there is not so
much ‘unknown’ to them as to me – since they have
experience under their belt. Perhaps, once I cross the ‘open
sea’/’gulfstream’, I will feel a lot more confident knowing
that I made it for one trip– alive. After all, there are tons of
boats crossing it every day – many a lot smaller, with a less
experienced Captain and with a lot less equipment than
the Molly Bloom – so, what is there to be concerned about?
Wednesday this week we sail overnight to Bimini, Bahamas
from Marathon, FL the REAL beginning of the adventure!
We are crossing with 2 other ‘buddy boats’, one long term
cruiser couple from VT, and another (like us), less
experienced couple from Australia. Seas are predicted to be
4’ in the Gulf Stream and winds should be accommodating
to our trip. Once we arrive in the Bimini harbor we have
reservations at Sea Crest Hotel and Marina, where we will
first celebrate our successful crossing and arrival, clear
through customs & immigration, catch up on our sleep,
missed from the night before, and once again stand on
Terra Ferma to discover the treats Alicetown has to offer.
This time next week – it may be a brand new Marie (and
certainly a lot more experienced Marie) reporting – we will
wait and see! In the meantime, Molly Bloom has everything
she needs AND a very competent and experienced Captain.
Next week perhaps she’ll also have a somewhat MORE
experienced First Mate. One day I may even make Admiral!
Update: Since last month, we have seen the beauty of ALL
of the Berry Islands, spent a few days reprovisioning and
exploring Nassau, and experienced the secrets of much of
the Exuma Islands.
Molly Bloom has been travelling since Marathon with two
other ‘buddy’ boats – Anything Goes- with Peter and Julie
from New Zealand, and Scott Free- with Scott and Heather
from Vermont. Our buddies have since headed back north
while Molly Bloom continues south with the next stop being
Georgetown. It was great to meet such wonderful new
friends and sad to see them head off without us, but our
future lies south yet.
We miss everyone and have our IRB sticker prominently
displayed on our mast to welcome all who care to join us.
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PoStAL
woRKeRS
food
dRiVe
This year’s National
Association of Letter
Carriers Stamp Out
Hunger Food Drive
is Saturday, May
14. Place
nonperishable food
by your mailbox for
your mail carrier to pick up. Canned goods and food in
boxes is best for storage and distribution. Please do not
include any glass containers. They may break during
transport.
Last year, the Postal Workers in the Pinellas division
collected more food than any other similar sized area in
the nation - over 1,392,000 pounds of food.
“This event happens all across America on the same day,”
says Ray Hanville, member of the Letter Carriers Union
and head of the project in the Largo area. “Last year we
had a record year with over 73 million pounds of food
collected in the US.”
This is the 19th year the Letter Carriers of your local post
office are directing this food drive. The food collected that
day, while it is a lot, will only lasts for 3-4 months. All of
the food collected in Indian Rocks Beach goes to the Indian
Rocks Beaches Food Pantry inside the Calvary Episcopal
Church.
“Thank you for helping us feed the needy,” Hanville adds.

fAntASy fiVe winneR in iRB

A winning lottery ticket was sold at the USA Grocers this
week. While
working on a
Saturday recently,
Mike Baruth, a City
of Indian Rocks
Beach Public Works
employee found a
$5 bill laying in the
street near
Guppy’s. After
work, he went to
USA Grocers and
bought a Fantasy 5
Quick Pick , as he
David Pearson and winner Mike Baruth
does most days,
using the $5. He won! $67, 844!
“I picked up the paper on Sunday, and could not believe
my eyes,” says Baruth. “I used to play the lotto but about 6
months ago, someone sold me a Fantasy Five by accident.
Now that is all I play.”
“He comes in here almost every day and gets a quick pick
on the Fantasy Five,” says David Pearson, who sold him
the lucky ticket. “ I sold some guy a scratch off about two
months ago, and he won $20,000.”
Mike cashed in the lucky ticket and took the alternative pay
out of $51,000. Mike plans to save the money because
he is retiring from the city in a few years. He tipped
Pearson $40 for selling him the winning ticket.

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

Restaurant News....
SLyCe PizzA &
BAR Really two
businesses in one,
it is scheduled to
open at 311 Gulf
Blvd the end of
May. More than
just a pizza parlor,
Slyce is also an
upscale bar.
When owners
Jack Bennett and
Ken Gillespie
discussed opening
a business, Jack
wanted a pizza operation, while Ken wanted a
neighborhood bar. They decided to do both. They
describe their type of pizza as crazy insane. Slyce will offer
dine in, carry out and delivery within a 5 mile radius. The
bar side has seating for 150 people - 100 inside, and 50
outside. It will have full liquor, 16 beers on tap, and
specialize in specialty beers. They will offer special
appetizers, six different salads, and desserts. There are
many TV’s scattered through-out. They will be open from
11am to 11pm during the week, and to 1pm on
weekends.
_________________________________________________
MARKeR 34 SPACe AVAiLABLe Do you or some one
you know want to open a waterfront restaurant? The
Holiday Inn Harbourside is looking for someone to open a
restaurant in the space formerly occupied by Marker 34
(Brewmasters Steakhouse). The 10,000 SF building has a
large kitchen, two bars and a private event room. If you
are interested, call Joe at the Holiday Inn - 595-9484!
_____________________
ReStAURAnt weeK
RetURnS The Second
Annual Clearwater Beach
Restaurant Week is May
8-15, beginning on
Mother’s Day. During the
week, each restaurant
will have a price fixed
menu between $15 $30. The kick off party,
with tastes from
participating restaurants,
will be Friday, May 6,at
Beach Walk, and includes food from your favorite
restaurants, wine tasting and prizes, all for $10 per
person. Proceeds benefit Clearwater Beach Chamber and
the Clearwater Marine Aquarium. Find a list of
participating restaurants listed on their Web site,
ClearwaterBeachRestaurantWeek.com.
_________________________________________________
Coffee ShoP? Talks are on going to open the space
formerly occupied by Cafe Solei as a coffee shop. The
space behind it that opened as the IRB Ale House is
scheduled to be converted into more office space for
Century 21 Beggins. This is not firm yet.
_________________________________________________
26 yeARS oLd PJ’s Restaurant will be 26 years old in
June. They have been serving their great Chicago oysters
and grouper sandwiches since 1985. Drop by and put a
dollar for the wall. Ed and Bama are the owners.
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More Restaurant News....
CAfe de PARiS
Now that Xavier
and Valerie are
staying put, they
are expanding into
the store to their
left. They are
building a sit down
cafe where they
will serve their
wonderful pastries
and quiche, plus
panini, crepes and
sandwiches. There
will be TVs too so
you can watch soccer. They hope to be open the first of
May. Check it out at 2300 Gulf Blvd.
_________________________________________________
ConStRUCtion Soon? Owners of the new Beef-OBradys are scheduled to start construction on their new
Walsingham Road location in May. They hope to open in
the space next to the Chinese restaurant by mid-June.
________________
tAPAS gARden
PAtio Tapas
Garden Restaurant
is expanding
again. Now, there
is even more
outdoor seating.
The owners have
added a new patio
on the south side
of the building
making three
outside patios.
________________
RoCK hoUSe
ConneCtion The owner of the property where On The
Rocks sits, Dr. Robert A. Baker, is providing a $15 million
investment, and is the controlling partner of the company,
trying to build the Treasure Island project on the north side
of John’s Pass. If approved, it will be known as the Rock
House Grille and include a hotel. The Rice Family, who
owns Gator’s, owns the property and will be the other
partner.
_________________________________________________
oPening Soon Mako’s is still under construction with
plans to open in May. This is a nonsmoking bar with an
emphasis on music and dancing. There is no real menu
but there will be Happy Hour type food. They are located
at 14450 Walsingham. Get more info at
MakosOnTheRocks.com.
_____________________
CLARifiCAtion:
Le BoUChon
owneRS Yes there is
a new owner at Le
Bouchon. But Chef
Christian Routier wants
you to know, he is still
there. He also is part
owner of Le Bouchon
with Jean Michel. They
are both shown here.
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fRoM the deSK of SheRiff
jiM CoAtS

Pool and Water Safety
Summer is almost upon us, temperatures
are rising and what a better way to keep
children entertained and cool than an
afternoon by the swimming pool, or a
trip to the beach or a water park. A dark
side of a summer in the sun is that a
sparkling swimming pool or the inviting ocean waters can
also be a serious summer hazard. Unfortunately, when
the temperature goes up, so does the number of
accidental drownings involving children.
The backyard pool is a magnet for children of all ages. A
moment of adult inattention can have tragic results.
Parents, grandparents, babysitters and neighbors with
pools need to realize that a swimming pool is an
attraction to children. Of all law enforcement calls for
service, a call to a home where a child has drowned is
perhaps the most heartbreaking.
The loss of a child’s life to drowning can be prevented
with extra caution, common sense and inexpensive
equipment. In fact, many residential communities, and
municipalities require a barrier of some kind around inground and above ground pools. Where there are no
pool enclosures required, homeowners have many other
options to keep children and pools safe. In the home,
child-proof locks on pool access doors are a must. An
alarm system around the pool or pool access is another

option. Remove toys from the pool so there is no
temptation to a child to retrieve them. Swim times should
be managed and monitored by adults at all times.
While at the beach or water park, remember that many
of the same common sense approaches apply. Adults are
also reminded and cautioned, that while life guards may
be present at water parks, public pools and beaches,
nothing can ever substitute close adult supervision by the
accompanying parent or caregiver.
Teaching a child to swim for sport, safety and survival is
also a must. Everyone living in Florida and especially
those persons caring for children should learn how to
swim. Even then, a child can go under in a flash. Then,
recovery and resuscitation training for adults is also
important. Becoming CPR certified can prevent a serious
water-related incident from becoming fatal.
Swimming lessons and CPR training are also offered by
many groups in Pinellas County. Protect yourself, your
loved ones and even your friends and neighbors by
taking the time to prepare and plan in order to enjoy a
safe summer season. Learn more about pool safety,
swimming lessons and CPR from the following providers:
American Red Cross
Tampa Bay Cares
www.redcross.org
www.211tampabay.org
Tampa Bay Chapter
Or call 211
813-348-4820 or
877-741-1444
Pool Safety Council
www.poolsafetycouncil.org

YMCA
www.ymca.net
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CRABBy BiLL’S, AS we ReMeMBeR it
My first memory of Crabby Bill’s was at the little place
he opened on Indian Rocks Beach. Paul Jenkins, Bill’s
son-in-law, was a waiter and entertained with jokes. The
whole family worked there. Sons George and Matt were
the cooks. John-boy had to stand on a box and shuck
oysters. Daughters Ellie and Cookie were the servers.
Dolores cooked the best blue crab sauce with spaghetti,
which was one of our favorite dishes.
Bill Loder is a very
generous man. He
was once asked to put
on a spaghetti dinner
fund raiser for Keegan
Claire, an eight year
old boy, in need of a
bone marrow
transplant. The VFW
offered their hall.
Crabby’s staff and
others volunteered to
sell tickets. It turned
into a carnival like
atmosphere with
music, clowns, games, raffle tickets and prizes.
Governor Bob Martinez and other celebrities were there.
We raised $45,000. Crabby provided all the food and
paid all his workers.
What started out to be one of my sadist memories was
when Crabby Bill’s sold all of their restaurants. But then
I was happy when he took them all back. I went in right
after that and bought a grouper sandwich. When we
pulled up to the restaurant, a TV crew was interviewing
Bill Loder about his return to the beach. When he saw
me, he came up and put his arm around me and said,
“this is the best SOB #@% mayor that I ever knew.
Needless to say, the interview did not make it on the air.
What you see is what you get with Crabby. Bill is one of
the best family men I have ever known.
Bob DiNicola, former Mayor of Indian Rocks Beach
In 1989, my father told me to go to Crabby Bill’s and
get a job. He had been there on business and said it
might be a fun place to work. They hired me on the
spot. I was told my uniform would be jeans and a
Crabby Bill’s T-shirt. I wasn’t really sure what I was in. I
worked there for 8 years. During my time at Crabby
Bill’s, his family treated me like family. If I ever needed
anything, all I had to do was ask. I received the ‘Gold
Crab’ award...and I still have it.
Sherri Aquilar, Island Way Grill Manager, and former
Crabby Bill’s Employee.
If there is one establishment in IRB that is immediately
known all over the county, it has to be Crabby Bill’s. For
three decades now, Crabby Bill’s has been a beloved
beach landmark. It is a place that locals and tourists
have made a regular destination for great food in a fun
and colorful atmosphere. I’ve eaten there with friends
and family and members of local civic associations. I’ve
conducted business over the most appetizing lunches,
and taken refuge late at night when no other restaurant
was serving after midnight. In addition, the restaurant
has for years participated in many of our annual
festivals, providing support that has helped make IRB
known for liveliness and good times.
R.B. Johnson, Mayor of Indian Rocks Beach
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LegiSLAtiVe SeSSion ContinUeS
By State Representative Jim Frishe, District 54,
We are in week 6 of the 2011
Legislative Session as I write this
article. It has been a very busy, fastpaced Session thus far. It has been
gratifying in some ways and it has
been unsettling in other ways. We
have accomplished much and have
much more to accomplish in the
remaining three scheduled weeks.
There is only one objective that the
Legislature MUST accomplish by law
during session and that is to pass a
state budget. Nothing else is required to be
accomplished. Needless to say this is a very serious
matter facing us and one which each and every elected
official in the legislature on both sides of the aisle do the
very best they can to accomplish the most for the people
of Florida with the least amount of funding.
This year, as you are aware, is going to be a very
difficult year for the budget process. We have a shortfall
of 4.6 billion dollars. Any shortfall, no matter or large
or small, hurts someone through some program that
has to be either eliminated or have their funding
reduced. The 2011 budget is in this situation.
As an objective person, I don’t believe we should spend
what we don’t have. Our country is in this very
unfortunate circumstance because of spending what we
don’t have. We don’t want this to happen in Florida.
I would ask that each and every one of you please think
positive and remember that, even though not perfect, we
are fortunate to live in the United States of America and
in the beautiful State of Florida. Let’s all band together
and get through these difficult times facing us just like
our forefathers did.
We Can Do It!

wAtCh yoUR SPeed on
hARBoR dRiVe
The Harbor Drive speed limit is
25 MPH. If you are speeding,
the new LED digital speed limit
sign does not lie. The city
acquired the sign through an
FDLE grant and the city’s Public
Works department installed it. “I
have noticed its effect, already,”
says Commissioner Phil Hanna,
who lives two houses from the
sign. “There are a lot of small
children in this neighborhood,
and we really needed something
like this to warn drivers to slow
down.” The sign is here in a one
year test at no cost to the city.
People in other sections of town
have contacted the city about
having a similar sign for their
neighborhood. Residents on
20th Avenue have lobbied the
city to have one installed on
their street. The City Commission is considering it.
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fLoRidA BeACh RentALS
What exactly goes into the recipe that
cooks up a great vacation rental?
Florida Beach Rentals thinks that the
main ingredients are an easy to find and
use website (florida-beachrentals.com) ,
a professional staff that work as a team,
and most important, both owners and
an agency that care about the visitor’s
rental experience when spending their
hard earned money on a vacation rental!
Just coming off a record making Spring Break Season they
have put this all to the test and are happy to announce we
have come through another successful season with a
satisfaction rating of over 99%. This year the demand for
units stretched primarily over four weeks due to staggered
break periods at schools and a late Easter date. This has
proven to be a boon to owners and holiday pricing was
appropriately set in advance to maximize revenues and
meet demand. This trend continues into 2011 with
bookings projected to be up over 40%.
Trends in our area continue to lean towards families, but
preferences on the type of rental go across the board
from bargain hunters to the location (Can you say Gulf
view?) Clearwater Beach still has the biggest appeal in
the Tampa Bay area. They always ask: Have you been
here before? Many are first time visitors. Experience
teaches them that this region enjoys a great reputation
and their repeat business is over 30%. If you own
property that you want to offer as a vacation unit, give
them a call at 727-447-3529 or stop by their office at
405 Mandalay Ave, right across the street from the
Clearwater Beach Hilton.

weddingS on the BeACh
June is the month for
weddings, and Indian
Rocks Beach is a great
place for one. Some
people prefer a
romantic sunset behind
their nuptials. Others
choose the beach
because it is a lower
cost option, instead of
a big church wedding.
If you are planning a
beach wedding with
over 50 guests, you
are required to obtain
a permit from the city.
The permit allows you
to set up chairs and an arch directly on the beach. The
cost for a resident is $25 and non-residents $100.
People get married in the gazebo in Chic-A-Si Park, too.
It also requires a permit, which is the same prices. Last
year, three weddings were performed there, none so far
in 2011.
Last year, approximately 30 couples were issued permits
to be married on the beach. Already, 16 wedding
permits have been issued in 2011. Hundreds of smaller
wedding have been done it without a permit.
If you are planning a wedding or have additional
questions, call City Hall at 595-2517
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winneRS of the ReAdeR’S ReStAURAnt ConteSt
Below are the winners of our annual People’s Choice Awards. For the fourth year in a row, Guppys on the Beach won
the top honors for Best Overall Restaurant. They also won the Best Lunch and Best Dinner category.
Six different places received votes for best breakfast, 13 for best lunch, and 14 for dinner. This shows that there are
many fine restaurants in IRB and tastes widely vary among our neighbors.
Robert Savage, 20th Avenue resident, was this year’s lucky contest winner. He wins a dinner at the IRB restaurant of
his choice, and he chose Keegans!

Lighthouse Donuts

Best Breakfast

Pajano’s Pizza

Best Pizza

Coasters Bar & Grille

Best Sports Bar

Red Lion

Best Wings & Neighborhood Bar

JD’s Restaurant

Best Live Music

Guppy’s on the Beach

Best Lunch, Best Dinner,
Best Overall
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ACtion
2000
newS
ARBOR DAY EVENT AT THE NATURE PRESERVE This year
our committee under the direction of Vice President Julie
Folden decided to host our event at the Nature Preserve.
“It was a fitting location, since Action 2000 is donating
trees along Gulf Blvd at the Nature Park extension to
10th Ave” says Julie Folden. The local band “Both
Worlds” entertained local residents and Action 2000
provided food. Everyone enjoyed the evening in the park.
TROLLEY SHELTER
REHAB PROJECT
Action 2000 spirited
volunteers join together
to clean and paint the
trolley stop at the
Nature Preserve. This
shelter was originally
donated by IRB Action
2000 and is an inviting
location for all to view
and use on Gulf Blvd.
PRESERVATION
AWARDS Each year
Preservation Awards are given to local residences and
businesses for maintaining that coastal look and feel that
makes our community so special. Action 2000 in
cooperation with the Plein Aire Cottage Artists present
bronze plaques to the recipients to proudly display.
Winners will be announced in our next newsletter.
PLEIN AIRE COTTAGE
ARTISTS PRESENT
CHECK TO ACTION
2000 FOR $1,000
Each year our talented
artists donate monies
to Action 2000 to
assist with local
beautification projects.
Their support is very
much appreciated. When
you see our artists
painting outdoors, be sure to stop by and thank them for
caring about our beautiful community and making a
difference!
OKTOBERFEST ON THE BEACH Plans are underway for
our biggest event of the year, on October 15th. We are
signing up vendors and sponsors for the event and would
like to have as much local participation as possible. If
you are interested in being a part of this great event at
Kolb Park please contact at OktoberfestontheBeach.com
or contact Diane Flagg at 727-612-9454. Photos from
past events are on IRBAction2000.com as well.
WE ENCOURAGE ALL RESIDENTS TO BECOME
INVOLVED. Our IRB Action 2000 meetings are held on
the 2nd Monday of each month. We meet at the Beach
Art Center at 6:30 PM. All are welcome to attend.
Thank You,
Eric Meyer, President 727-744-0123
www.IRBAction2000.com - Follow us on Facebook, too!
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indiAn RoCKS BeACh
hoMeowneRS
ASSoCiAtion newS

2011 HAPPY HOURS
Homeowners Happy Hours continue at
the following restaurants:
May 10: Coasters
These FREE Happy Hours are 6-7:30 pm the second
Thursday of the month. Visit IRBhome.com for info.
MAy 11 - Annual meeting, 7pm City Hall Auditorium
oCt 1 - Our Annual Poker Run returns!
gUPPy’S gULfSide gALLoP, Once again, we had the
largest turn out ever. 305 people registered to participate
in the 5K run or 1 mile fun walk. Thanks to the coordinated
efforts of sponsors, City staff, and volunteers who were on
the beach at 6 am to register runners, distribute t-shirts,
etc. the event went off without a hitch at 8 am. Thanks
to Publix for supplying water and bagels and USA
Grocers for donating water and fruit. A special thanks to
Guppy's on the Beach who, along with the Indian Rocks
Beach Homeowners Association, sponsored this event.

eASteR egg hUnt

In conjunction with the
City of Indian Rocks
Beach, the
Homeowners hosted
this annual event at
the Nature Park. Over
250 children had a
great time. Thank you
to Rita’s Italian Ice and the Century 21 Beggins Easter
Bunny.
BiggeSt BeACh PARty eVeR! Thank You to everyone
that helped make the "Biggest Beach Party Ever" the biggest
beach party EVER! A Big Thanks to all the volunteers. We
are grateful to our event sponsor Century 21 Beggins for
once again helping us with this event. We also want to
thank Crabby Bill’s our beer sponsor.
foLLow US on fACeBooK - get all the news, see
photos, read what your neighbors have to say, find out
about events and more at Facebook.com/IRBHomeowners

iRB BoAt CLUB newS
UPCoMing eVentS:
Caladesi Island Party
Sunday, May15
Spoil Island Clean-up
Saturday, May 28
Lunch at Gators
Saturday, June 11
SAFE BOATING MONTH The Club reminds everyone May 23-29th is Safe Boating
Week. Look for Coast Guard Aux. volunteers on the water
and at boat ramps who will provide free safety inspections.
You will not be fined if they find a violation.
SPOIL ISLAND CLEAN UP - The club will be participation
in the countywide clean-up on May 28. sponsored by
Keep American Beautiful. Everyone, with or without a
boat is encouraged to meet at the Belleair Causeway at
8am and clean the Intracoastal.
MeetingS - Join them at Jimmy Guana’s, the third
Thursday each month. Everyone is welcome and there are
no dues. Next meetings: June16 and July 21.
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LASt hURRiCAne?
by Commission Chair Karen Williams Seel
Think back to the last time a hurricane
made landfall in Pinellas County.
Wasn’t it in 2004, when Charley, Frances,
Ivan and Jeanne menaced Florida? No.
How about 1985, when Elena churned up
an enormous storm surge, the bridges
closed and residents went to shelters in
droves? No. Perhaps it was Hurricane
Agnes in 1972? No. Alma in 1966? Close, but no cigar.
Donna in 1960? No way.
Maybe you’ve heard from some long-time residents that it
was Hurricane Easy back in 1950. You know, the one that
dumped 38 plus inches of rain in 24 hours up in
Yankeetown. It was very close, but it stayed out to sea while
passing the Pinellas County coast.
Actually, you have to look way back to October of 1921 to
find the last hurricane to make landfall in Pinellas County.
It’s true – 2011 marks the 90th anniversary of the last
hurricane to come ashore in Pinellas County, just south of
Tarpon Springs. That storm raced ashore late in the season
with winds exceeding 100 mph lashed the coast, and a 12foot storm surge flooded Tampa Bay, inundating low-lying
areas. Blind Pass, which separates St. Pete Beach from
Treasure Island, was cut by that storm, as was Hurricane
Pass in Dunedin.
There are two lessons to take away from this storm. First,
Pinellas County is not immune from a hurricane’s impacts.
People who believe that we are somehow protected by a
Native American blessing or our geography are mistaken.

Not only did the 1921 hurricane make landfall here, but
the other storms mentioned at the start of this article
brought high winds, heavy rainfall and storm surge to our
shores, even though the storms stayed well off the coast.
The other lesson is that in 1921, a sparsely populated
Pinellas County had about 21,000 residents. In 2010, the
Census counted nearly 910,000 Pinellas residents – a more
than 43-fold increase in population. Much of Pinellas
County was built up during the post-war years of the 1950s
through the early 1980s – and those homes and businesses
have never seen the full fury a hurricane can bring.
What we need is for each of you to be responsible for your
disaster plans. Have your non-perishable food, flashlights,
medications and water ready early in the season. Know
where the latest copies of your insurance documents, titles,
deeds and other important papers are kept. Know your
evacuation level. If you are affected by an evacuation order,
be ready to leave as soon as the order is given to allow
time for you to get to your location. If you aren’t affected by
the order, prepare your home for high winds.
Finally, stay aware this hurricane season. It’s a great idea to
watch a weather forecast at least once a day to watch the
tropicals. You can get the latest updates at Pinellas County’s
Emergency Management website, pinellascounty.org/emergency,
or follow their Twitter feed twitter.com/pinellasem. Updates
will also be posted to the county’s Facebook page
facebook.com/pinellascountynews. To get emergencyrelated text messages, call (888) 689-8905 and enter your
Pinellas County zip code.
While it has been 90 years since a hurricane made
landfall in Pinellas County, it pays to be up-to-date on
your plans should this be the year they are tested.
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Business Briefs....
KooKy SeASheLLS
Kooky Coconut is
expanding - inside.
Joanne Cicmanec,
owner of Kooky
Coconuts, noticed
that all the shell
shops that used to be
in town are gone,
and tourists do not
have a place to buy
those classic Florida
gifts like coconut
monkeys, alligator heads and shells. She added a Florida
gift area inside of Kooky Coconuts and now sells sea
shells by the sea shore. So far, the children and tourists
seem to like it. They are located at 760 Gulf Blvd.
_________________________________________________
eLeMentARy SChooL CoMing IRB’s COTI School
on 23rd Avenue is opening an elementary school that
includes grades K through 5. They plan to limited
classroom size to 15 students. The school will include a
state of the art curriculum and technology with
enrichment education that includes physical education,
art appreciation, music, Spanish language and computer
training. Each child will be allowed to learn at their own
individual speed. If you are interested in enrolling your
child in COTI, call 517-0775 and ask for Brian Hirsch or
visit CotiSchool.org.
_________________________________________________
KiM noLAn ChiRoPRACtiC. If you have some aches
and pains, the new chiropractor in IRB might be able to
help. Kim Nolan opened an office at 1400 Gulf Blvd, in
the shopping center just south of the Red Lion. From
Iowa, where she went to the Palmer Chiropractic College,
and has been practicing for 10 years. The office is open
9-5 Monday through Friday. Other hours are available by
special appointments. Call her at 269-1808.
_________________________________________________
SUMMeR BAnK ChAngeS Wachovia is going to be
Wells Fargo, Mercantile Bank is becoming TD Bank, Bank
Atlantic will convert their branches to PNC Bank and
Whitney Bank is changing to Hancock Bank all in the next
few weeks.
______________________
new finAnCiAL
PLAnning offiCe
Noelle Daniel Wealth
Management, a full
service Wealth
Management Firm,
opened at 1201 Gulf
Blvd, Suite 101 in Indian
Rocks Beach. As a
Certified Financial Planner
Practitioner™, Noelle and
her dedicated team work with individuals and business
owners to develop financial plans, create income
solutions for retirees and manage their investments.
Noelle is a long time resident of the beaches, and has
been servicing clients in the Tampa Bay area for over 14
years. Noelle can be reached at 408-5209.
_________________________________________________
CLoSed / oUt of BUSineSS
BLOCKBUSTER VIDEO Ulmerton Road.
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RotARy newS

“SERVICE ON THE ROCKS”
The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach
recently presented a check for $2000.00
to the Beach Community Food Pantry. The
check represented the proceeds of the Club’s Annual
Pancake Breakfast during Beauty and the Beach on
April 2. The club wishes to thank the community for its
tremendous support enabling the Food Pantry to
continue feeding the hungry. Event co-chairs Lynn
Johler and Andrea Gregor, along with the club
membership, worked together to make the event
another success.
Please help the Food Pantry continue its work for those
in need by dropping off canned goods, paper
products, fresh fruit and vegetables, and of course,
cash. If you are interested or you would like to
volunteer, please contact Chuck Pond at (727) 5957464 or (727) 409-2092.
The Club also collected a large amount of clothing and
personal needs items to benefit CASA and Pinellas
Hope. Our thanks to the Indian Rocks Volunteer
Fireman’s Association for continuing to collect items
throughout the day after the Pancake Breakfast ended.
To honor the passing of Club Past President John Todia,
The Indian Rocks Rotary Foundation, Inc. has created
the John Todia Scholarship Fund. Scholarships are
available to local graduating seniors in the local
community majoring in Arts, Music or Tennis, for all of
which John had a great passion. Get more information
at http://www.indian-rocks-rotary.org/foundation.html.
Information on donating to the fund are also available
on the website.
The Club’s next project will be serving beverages at the
First Annual “Bluegrass Festival” on May 21st in Kolb
Park across from the Beach Art Center. The club will
serve beer and the Interact Club of Indian Rocks,
sponsored by the Club, will serve soda and water. Club
members will be donating their time to help the Beach
Art Center to continue to serve the local Arts
community. Please come out and enjoy live Bluegrass
while helping support the Art Center.
If you would like to be part of a fun and friendly
organization that serves the local community, the
nation and the world, The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks
Beach invites you to visit us any Wednesday morning at
7:15 AM. Meetings are held at Jimmy Guana's inside
Holiday Inn Harbourside. For more information, call
(727) 403-4060 or visit www.irbrc.com. Help us make
a difference. "Your first breakfast is on us!"

new yogA CLASSeS!
IRBYoga has added lots of new classes to their May
Schedule including:
Chair Yoga - Mondays 9am
Yogalates/Core Focus - Tues- 6pm Thurs- 7:15pm
Slow Flow - Wednesdays at 4pm
Sunrise Yoga - Saturdays at 7:15am
Sunset Yoga - Sundays at 7:15pm
Plus lots more…. They are located at the corner of Gulf
Blvd. & 12th Ave. in IRB. Call 727-871-1127 for more
information as some classes require preregistration.
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BeACh ARt CenteR BRinging
BLUegRASS to iRB
The Beach Art Center is
presenting a Bluegrass festival
on May 21st in IRB’s Kolb
Park. Two well-known
Bluegrass bands, The Crystal
Beach String Band and Gator
Grass will perform. The event
will have food, beer and soft
drinks for sale, and include
children’s activities. The bands
will perform from 2 to 6 pm.
The Crystal Beach String Band
includes five musicians, all of
whom are accomplished professional musicians. They
describe themselves as “a celebration of friendships
through music”, and their music as a mix of folk, old
time, gospel and originals. They have performed at the
Florida Folk Festival, the Will McClean Folk Festival, The
Gamble Rogers Folk Festival, the Live Music Showcase
on WMNF FM, and many local clubs and events. Gator
Grass, a newer band, is also comprised of seasoned
musicians who love having fun along with their
audience. Each band will perform two sets. The
performances are family safe.
Beach Art Center officials hope this event can grow into
a popular annual festival and fundraiser for the
non-profit Art Center. For more information, call the
Beach Art Center 596-4331 or email arts1515@aol.com.

tURtLe SeASon hAS StARted
Sea turtle nesting season begins May 1 and ends Oct.
31. Because newly hatched turtles find their way to the
sea by following the natural light reflected by the water,
city ordinances determine specific lighting requirements
for beach parking lots, streets, and promenades.
If you live near the beach, make sure you shut off or
dim your lights at night. This precaution can reduce the
amount of artificial light that reaches turtle nests and will
help hatchlings reach the water safely. The Tampa Bay
area averages about 120 nests each season, and each
nest can contain an average of 100 to 110 eggs. In the
last two years, 12,802 turtle hatchlings have been
released into the Gulf of Mexico by the Clearwater
Marine Aquarium.
If you are lucky enough to find a turtle nest on the
beach, don”t disturb it. If the nest is unmarked, notify the
Clearwater Marine Aquarium at (727) 441-1790. They
also will be able to provide more information about sea
turtle nesting season.

AnonA eLeMentARy
CooL SChooL
Anona Elementary may be over 100 years old, but it is
still a cool school! The school was recently in a contest
with other schools to see how COOL they really were.
Channel 13 FOX News appreciated Anona’s school
participation this year in there COOL SCHOOL contest.
Because of the wonderful school spirit Anona’s students
exhibited, Charley Belcher and the FOX 13 News
profiled ANONA COOL SCHOOL~Team Spirit on their
morning show.
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oSPReyS ARe neSting
by Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary

Ospreys, sometimes
called Fish Hawks, are
a beautiful sight to
see. They are fairly
large birds, standing
about two feet high,
with brown upperparts
and white underparts,
and black streaks
coming off the back of
their eyes trailing to
their heads. This
gregarious bird can
be found on every continent except Antarctica. Floridians
are no stranger to the osprey, as they can be found near
both fresh and salt water sources.
As their nickname suggests, these animals feed
predominantly on fish. Their feet are specially adapted to
this diet, their outer toe is reversible and the feet are quite
textured. This allows them to not only grab their prey and
hold tight, but also twist the fish so it is forward-facing, thus
streamlining it as the osprey flies.
Osprey nests are easy to spot around Florida. As
monogamous animals, ospreys will build the nest together.
Viewers can spot the male vs female by looking at the
breast; the female will have speckles resembling a necklace,
and the male will retain a white chest. Over the years they
will continually add to their home, and may be used by
other ospreys in their absence. The nests are large structures

built out of twigs, wood, sea grasses, and similar material.
Unfortunately, an osprey may also find materials such as
monofilament lines and deem it acceptable nesting
material. This obviously can result in the bird getting
entangled, or they may ingest the line and become
impacted or choke. Any signs of osprey distress should be
reported to the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary for immediate
rescue (call 727-391-6211).
Ospreys began to breed in February and will continue
courtship and nesting through June. It will take the parents
about five months to rear their chicks to adulthood. Expect
to see between two to four babies in a nest. Young ospreys
look very similar to the parents, from an early age they
sport the dark eye markings of their parents. Osprey chicks
may take advantage of another by pushing weaker chicks
from the nest. If a baby osprey is found grounded, it should
be reported to the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary for
rehabilitation. Luckily, ospreys are very robust animals and
repair well. Aggressive and strong-willed, it doesn’t take
long for these animals to heal. Any babies that can be
safely returned to the nest, are placed as soon as possible,
where the parents will again take over raising them to be
fully fledged family-oriented animals.
The nonprofit Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary is the largest wild
bird hospital in the U.S. based on the admission of over
8,000 injured birds each year. For over 39 years, the
Sanctuary has helped injured wild birds. It is set up to
immediately triage, stabilize, and administer fluids to
malnourished or injured birds. The Sanctuary has received
thousands of emails and calls from around the world from
concerned groups and individuals. Visit them at 18328 Gulf
Blvd., Indian Shores.
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doLPhinS And gLeAMing gAtewAyS
by Ann Weaver, Ph.D.
Now that the brand new John’s Pass Bridge stands as a
gleaming gateway linking the Gulf of Mexico with shallow
Inter-Coastal Waterways, its easy to forget the five years
we hassled with mazes of construction vehicles and traffic
clog-ups. It might surprise you, marine mammals like
dolphins are also affected by coastal construction, often
negatively. Because marine animal populations often fall
or collapse in its wake, coastal construction is frequently
seen as a man-made danger called an anthropogenic
threat.
But we don’t know for sure. The obstacle is lack of
baseline data. Without baseline information about the
natural state of affairs before construction, impressions
like “Where are all the dolphins? We used to see them all
the time!” remain just that: impressions. Empirical data is
needed.
To provide empirical data, I started a before-during-andafter study of local bottlenose dolphins in 2004 with a
NOAA permit, research assistants and my husband,
Capt. John Heidemann (whose day job is Senior
Landscape Architect with Phillips Pools; mine is statistics
professor at Argosy University Sarasota). To date, we’ve
collected “before” and “during” data by surveying the
Intracoastal Waterways (ICW) over 700 times, observing
over 8000 dolphin groups, and cataloging over 63,000
photo-identification pictures for our population studies.
Here’s what we know. The Intracoastal Waterway from
Pass-A-Grille to beyond Clearwater is home to
overlapping dolphin communities. John’s Pass is dolphin
“Grand Central Station”. Using unique notch patterns on
their dorsal fins, we’ve identified 255 individual dolphins
so far, making John’s Pass the most dolphin-dense area
along the Gulf of Mexico coastline. Half the dolphins are
mother-calf pairs, a quarter are the big bulls, and the
rest are teen dolphins or dolphins whose age-sex class is
unknown. Although over 250 dolphins use local waters,
we average a dozen dolphins per survey; that varies
across seasons.
A critical discovery is: The waters around the mangrove
islands just inside John’s Pass are dolphin nursery
grounds. Mother dolphins come from all directions to
John’s Pass in the spring and summer, ready to give birth
or slowly ushering in tiny shiny newborns. They stay from
a few days to a few months, sheltering the newborn in
the warm wonderful shallows until it‘s ready for the rigors
of life at sea. Surprisingly, newborn dolphins take 3
months to learn to swim smoothly, nurse for a couple of
years, and stay in their mother’s protective care up to 6
years.
Not only are John’s Pass waters dolphin nursery grounds,
John’s Pass mangrove islands are fully protected seabird
sanctuaries. People who have begun partying on John’s
Pass island sandbars may be disappointed to realize that
they need to find another place to play.
Construction was associated with a significant reduction
in dolphin numbers, which only returned to baseline
levels after 4 years. Several dolphins seen commonly
before construction vanished during construction; whether
dead or fled is unknown. Construction was also
associated with significant changes in dolphin grouping
and reduced use of John’s Pass island waters. Only one
of the calves born to resident mothers the first year of

construction survived, an unusually high calf death rate.
ICW dolphins are least abundant in the winter and most
abundant in the summer. Two reasons for the summer
increase are the birth of new babies and influx of big
bulls (presumably to find lady dolphins who are NOT
having babies!) High action sizzling in summer waters,
like leaping dolphins, usually means fighting bulls (best
to steer clear in your kayak!)
Local dolphins feed on an astonishing variety of fish,
which creates the healthy predator-prey balance that
keeps our local fishing good. Many have feeding
specialties, like feeding along seawalls or burrowing into
the sand headfirst. If they throw a fish, chances are it’s a
sheepshead.
Finally, the local dolphins have highly fluid social lives (no
pun intended) as complicated to track as your Facebook
page. They have stable companionships similar to lion
pride members, never “marry”, and associate with at
least 70 different dolphins. That glistening water world is
as busy as a flea market. What a privilege to study!

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

john j. todiA
by David Kline
The fabric of the Indian Rocks Beach
community was forever altered with
the passing John J. Todia II, who left
us after a short and unexpected
illness on Wednesday, March 2,
2011. John was just 66.
Born in Cleveland, Ohio, John
worked in the hospitality industry for
over 44 years with a career
spanning management positions in airport concessions and
hotel management/development.
In retirement John sought a small community where he
could make a difference and fortunately, John settled in IRB.
John was realizing service could take on a new meaning!
John was an avid sports fan and held a strong passion for
his favorite game, tennis. Many Wednesdays he would rush
from the Rotary meeting to make his morning tennis game.
First ‘serve’ was 9 AM!
If you knew John, you also knew he had another passionate
hobby...wine—‘serving’ it, tasting it, sampling it and always
searching for that next great vintage. Many of those
participating in the Christmas Parade will remember John
and Anne sitting at their table on the corner of Gulf Blvd.
and 9th Ave with a glass of wine in hand. As his license
plate holder says, "Life is a Cabernet!"
If John's individual passions were tennis and wine, his
group passion was community ‘service’. The list of
organizations he served faithfully are: Harbour House
Homeowners Association, the Pinellas Suncoast Fire and

Rescue Department Fire Commission, Indian Rocks Beach
Planning and Zoning Board, Finance and Budget Review
Committee and Board of Adjustments and Appeals. John
also served on the board of the Beach Art Center.
John was a member of the Rotary Club of Indian Rocks
Beach for 9 years, and took Rotary’s motto, ‘Service above
Self’ very seriously. John served as Treasurer for three years
and as President during the 2006-2007 Rotary year. He
assisted the Calvary Episcopal Church Sailing Program,
Gulf Beaches Food Pantry Rotary’s Adopt-A-Mile Gulf Blvd.
clean up. If he wasn’t selling raffle tickets or cleaning up
during and after the annual Pancake Breakfast, he was
assisting the Rotary Treasurer with the monthly financials.
John’s interest in the arts and music led to the establishment
of an endowment within the Indian Rocks Rotary Foundation
to fund scholarships in Arts, Music and Tennis. There was
no aspect of the Rotary Club of IRB that John did not touch
in some way. That was what ‘service’ meant to John.
An active member of IRB Action 2000, John served as
treasurer for 5 years and remained an active board
member. He was instrumental in many beautification
projects as well as spearheading the USF Study for a
successful growth plan for the future of Indian Rocks Beach
for years to come.
John’s most visible community accomplishment was the
success of Oktoberfest on the Beach which he chaired for
many years. John was the heart and soul of the event.
John is survived by his wife Anne; son, Jay (Gena) Todia,
Fairhope, AL; daughter Dr. Jessica Todia and her husband
Dr. Tommy Wilson, Midland Odessa, TX and grandson Tyler
Wilson; mother, Violet Todia, Medina, OH and brothers,
Russell (Laura) Todia, Medina, OH and Jeffery (Judy) Todia,
Schuylerville, OH.
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deePwAteR hoRizon
One Year Later

A year later, most of the effects from the BP Deepwater
Horizon oil spill, the world's largest man-made
environmental disaster, are hidden deep on the sea floor of
the Gulf of Mexico. However, at the Suncoast Seabird
Sanctuary in Indian Shores, hard work continues to save
and rehabilitate seabirds from the gulf oil spill areas.
Over a hundred
northern gannets
have been brought
to the Sanctuary
from the oil spill
areas to recuperate
and be released
back to the wild.
The Sanctuary is still
providing intensive
care in their avian hospital and center, requiring
hundreds of staff hours. Sanctuary staff keeps a close eye
on the care of these birds. This is for many reasons; not
only did cleaning the oil off the birds strip their feathers
of their natural oils, taking away their waterproof coating,
but we also must watch for signs of neurological damage
from possible ingestion oil and dispersants. Gannets are
pelagic, or deep-water, birds. This means they do not
spend much time on shore, and are not used to having
to stand or walk as often as they have been. Thus, they
are also susceptible to bumblefoot, which is a swollen
callous on the foot that we must treat against infection.
They have been given specialized booties to help keep
their feet healthy. Staff also built special therapeutic

pools, nursing the struggling birds back to health.
Many have been released, flying free from local beaches,
back to the deep sea. Unfortunately, some didn't make it,
and others are so permanently injured that they will need
constant care for the rest of their natural lives.
U.S. scientists claim that reports from videos show the oil
still lingers, in big globs, for miles. Marine and wildlife in
the Gulf of Mexico has been radically changed as the oil
isn't degrading as hoped and has decimated life on parts
of the sea floor.
Oil from the BP spill remains stuck on the bottom of the
Gulf of Mexico. Marine scientist Samantha Joye of the
University of Georgia aired results of her December
submarine dives around the BP spill site. She went to
places she had visited in the summer and expected the
oil and residue from oil-munching microbes would be
gone by then. It wasn't.
"There's some sort of a bottleneck we have yet to identify
for why this stuff doesn't seem to be degrading," Joye told
the American Association for the Advancement of Science
annual conference in Washington. "Magic microbes
consumed maybe 10 percent of the total discharge, the
rest of it we don't know," Joye said, later adding: "there's
a lot of it out there."
Scientists are looking for a possible link between a surge
in deaths among baby dolphins in the Gulf of Mexico
and the oils spill. So far this year, 29 newborn dolphins
have washed up on the northern shores of the Gulf of
Mexico, far higher than seen in typical years. Uncertainty,
the only constant in this disaster, will last for years,
maybe even decades, as the actual effects on life will
slowly become apparent.
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Radiance Medspa is turning 5 years old
By Stephanie Schlageter, Medspa Director
Helping you look younger than your age is what we do at Radiance and we’ve now
been doing it for five wonderful years. Those who have helped us reach this milestone
know that Radiance Medspa offers the very latest, state-of-the-art, non-surgical
cosmetic enhancement services administered by some of the most talented,
experienced medical professionals in the Tampa Bay area. Our true specialty at
Radiance is helping you determine what customized treatment plan is best for you so
you can look as young as you feel. We have worked very hard over the last five years
Medical Director, Erika Francis to successfully establish ourselves in the community as an industry leader in safety,
expertise, and excellent outcomes. Plus, our team of professionals will bend over backwards for you to ensure your
experience at Radiance is world class. To maintain this standard of excellence, the entire staff at Radiance
continually attends conferences, training courses, and workshops around the country so that we can continually
provide our patients with the safest, most effective, most current non-surgical services. Our hard work and
dedication over the last 5 years has won us numerous distinctions and awards including: #1 Juvederm Business in
Florida, the Black Diamond Award for Fraxel, the Black Diamond Award for Thermage, and Radiance is the
exclusive provider of SlimLipo in Tampa Bay. We share these accomplishments with you to help instill your
confidence in the skills and experience of our team. Whether you’re looking to erase lines, wrinkles and brown
spots, get a liquid face lift, or just want to get rid of those love handles, Radiance Medspa can help you look your
very best for your next birthday! We invite you to stop by, call 727-518-7100, or visit our website at
radiancetampabay.com to find out how we can help you get away with a few less candles on your next birthday
cake! Radiance Medspa offers BOTOX • Juvederm • Fraxel • Thermage • SlimLipo •
Peels • Micros • Latisse Join us for the following seminars:
FREE SlimLipo Seminar - Wednesday April 20th at Noon
Call 7270518-7100 or visit www.radiancetampabay.com to register
FREE BOTOX and Juvederm ("The Liquid Face Lift") Seminar & Live Demonstrations
Friday April 22nd Noon
Call 7270518-7100 or visit www.radiancetampabay.com to register
Skin Medica Peel Event - Wednesday May1st - 10am-6pm
Call 7270518-7100 or visit www.radiancetampabay.com to register
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ChiCK hAS A RoUgh Beginning
Since it is at their
eye level, the
Walsingham Rd.
bridge tenders
spend a lot of
time watching
the Osprey nest
west of their
tower. Around
the first of
March, they
noticed that
there were two
new chicks in the
nest. They watched as the small birds grew and the nest
became crowded. As they watched, they noticed the
mother stayed with the chicks, while the father brought
fish from the nearby Intracoastal waters.
One day about a month after they were born, one of the
babies, by this time half the size of its mother, fell out of
its nest. It fell from its 30 foot pole into a mixture of mud
and rocks.
The bridge tender on duty saw the chick fall and called
the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary in Indian Shores. The
hospital called the volunteer on duty that day, Susan
Miller who lives in Clearwater Beach. Susan came to the
bridge and found the medium sized osprey near the base
of the pole, on the rocks. The chick seemed dazed and
confused, but did not try to fly away. That probably was
because it did not know how to fly yet. Susan took the
baby osprey to the sanctuary in Indian Shores.

They estimated the young osprey was 42 days old. The
hospital volunteers found it was definitely under
nourished and dehydrated, but in stable condition. They
are still nursing it back to health. It should be at the
hospital for a few weeks, before it will be placed in a
flight cage where it will be taught to fly and learn other
social skills. Once that is done, it will be released.
The baby joined
hundreds of
other birds, big
and small at the
beachfront
hospital. “We
get around 80
ospreys per
year”, says the
vet in charge.
“Most are
babies like this
one.” Susan
Miller, the
rescuer, says she’s seen an increase in malnourished
birds this year and wonders if the cold weather in
January had something to do with it. “There may be less
fish for the birds to eat,” she says.
The Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary helps thousands of birds
per year. They are the largest nonprofit wild bird hospital in
the US. There is a walk around zoo-like area to see the
recovering birds. They are located at 18328 Gulf Blvd, at
Mile Marker 13. Call 391-6211 for more information or
visit seabirdsanctuary.com.
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CLeARwAteR BeACh LAndMARK
CeLeBRAteS 85th yeAR
There have been a lot of changes on Clearwater Beach
since 1926. That is the year the Palm Pavilion began
operating on a quiet patch of sand on the north end of
the island. It opened nine years after the city built a
wooden bridge connecting the beach and the mainland.
Visitors no longer relied on boats to make the trip.
In its early years, the Palm served as a bathing pavilion,
where beachgoers could change and store their clothes.
Historical documents indicate it also sold accessories
and retail merchandise. During the mid-1950s, it
included a snack bar or a lunchroom as it was called.
The Hamiltons purchased the Palm Pavilion in 1964 and
continued with business as usual. However, society was
changing and formality was disappearing. People wore
beach attire to places other than the beach. In the early
1980s, the bathing houses were removed; the snack bar
and clothing shop remained.
Recognizing the Palm Pavilion offered one of the most
beautiful sunset watching locations on the island, the
Hamiltons began making plans. In 1995, an outside
deck overlooking the Gulf of Mexico, was added. Guests
could dine outside, listen to live entertainment on the
weekends and watch sunsets. A new menu was unveiled
including more than the traditional beach fare.
Five years later, due to its popularity, the Palm Pavilion
Beachside Grill & Bar enlarged the outside deck again.
The shoebox-size kitchen was moved into an area 20times larger than before. The vista on the west wall was
opened to showcase Clearwater Beach and the Gulf of
Mexico, and the menu was expanded.
With every change, the family sought to preserve the
architectural integrity and charm of the Palm, while
keeping it a place everyone from grandparents to
grandchildren would feel welcome. A young couple who
came in the 1950s, and again 50 years later to
celebrate an anniversary, could still recognize the Palm.
And not just because some of the lattice work is still
original, but because the Hamiltons have worked
diligently to maintain the casual atmosphere and to
keep the look, like the wooden floors that open to the
sand beach, as well as the feel of the Palm Pavilion.
According to state tourism officials, it is the oldest
operating beach pavilion in the state of Florida.
To realize how far and wide the Palm Pavilion has
touched people, look no further than the Fans of
Clearwater Beach Palm Pavilion!! page on Facebook.
Created by Debi in Kansas City, Mo., it has nearly 400
members and tons of memories about the Palm Pavilion.
A link is provided to this page from the bottom of the
Palm's website: www.palmpavilion.com.

