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Hamlin’s Landing
Tourism, IRB’s largest industry, has its hub not far from the
old ferry crossing and boat dock known as Hamlin’s
Landing. In the center of the tourist attractions today is the
city’s largest lodging facility, the Holiday Inn Harbourside.
The rambling condo hotel, christened Hamlin’s Landing,
was built as a combination inn and entertainment complex.
The original Hamlin’s Landing was far less imposing, but
played a critical role in bringing the first “excursionists” to
Indian Rocks Beach. The local tourist industry was born and
grew around the Hamlin’s Landing site.
Horace Hamlin, son of pioneer settler L.W. Hamlin, built the
Indian Rocks Inn in the Narrows in 1911. His hotel needed
guests to survive, so he put in a landing dock to receive
visitors staying at his inn (See inset above). It was also near
the ferry service run by fellow pioneer Harvey Hendrick.
Construction of the automobile bridge in 1916 put Hamlin’s
Landing and Hendrick’s ferry out of business. But the
bridge soon brought a new surge of tourists to the beach.
Hamlin’s Indian Rocks Inn entered a new and lasting era of
prosperity. Hendrick landed a job as the first bridge tender.
The Hamlin’s Landing name disappeared for nearly 70 years.
The birthplace of IRB’s most significant industry scarcely drew
a glance as motorists passed by on the old bridge.
Opening the modern Walsingham Indian Rocks Bridge in
1958 moved the center of tourist up the Intracoastal about
half a mile; there Hamlin’s Landing would have a rebirth.

In 1985, on the Intracoastal in clear view of the travelers
crossing the bridge, a sprawling structure of Key West
design opened featuring shops, restaurants and lodging. In
a bow to the area’s historic past, the new tourist attraction
was called Hamlin’s Landing, shown above.
The developers were Tom and Linda Twitty, Pinellas County
natives who had been movers and shakers in the real
estate business for years. Their idea for a mixed-use Old
Florida village came when the Twittys connected with
Horace Hamlin, Jr. at his farm in Georgia.
Horace Jr. sold the land, a portion of L. W. Hamlin’s
original land grant, to the Twittys. Their intent was to create
“the largest private, commercial, multi-use waterfront
development on the West Coast of Florida.”
The outlook for success was bright at first. The complex
opened with a shopping arcade featuring more than 20
specialty shops, a food court, boardwalk/marina and first
class hotel accommodations. The Starlite Princess
paddlewheel cruise boat even made its home there.
But the new Hamlin’s Landing floundered after a promising
start, as did similar ventures in locations that were not
major tourist destinations. The businesses catered to tourists
and there were not enough of them around full time. Shop
vacancies increased, restaurant patronage declined and the
Starlite Princess moved on.
By the late 1980s, the allure of Hamlin’s Landing was
described in a newspaper as “skin deep.” In a further blow,
owner Tom Twitty and several partners were arrested in
April 1992 and eventually found guilty of conspiracy and
bank fraud related to the construction of Hamlin’s Landing.
Property developer Jeff Keierleber bought the troubled
Hamlin’s Landing property a year later for $3.7 million with
plans to convert the entire complex into “a family resort
with 164 stylish suites and hotel rooms.”
With the opening of the Holiday Inn Harbourside in 1997,
the Hamlin’s Landing name was retired, presumably for
good. Prosperous times were ahead for the
hotel, which was reborn as a more upscale
condo-hotel in 2005.

Story by By Wayne Ayers, President of the Indian
Rocks Historical Museum. Indian Rocks Beach, a
book from Arcadia Publishing, is available at the
Beach Welcome Center.
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CITY NUMBERS
CITY HALL. . . . . . . 595-2517
1507 Bay Palm Blvd
www.Indian-Rocks-Beach.com

CITY MANAGER - Chuck Coward
MAYOR/CITY COMMISSION . 517-0204
MAYOR - R.B. Johnson
COMMISSIONERS —
Terry Wollin Vice Mayor • Cookie Kennedy
Phil Hanna • Jim Labadie
City Manager, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-2517
Chuck Coward
Building Department: . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Don Weigner
Planning & Zoning: . . . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Danny Taylor, Dir.
Public Services: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
Dean Scharmen, Dir.
IRB LIBRARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 596-1822
Next to City Hall
M-F 10-5pm, Tu-Th 7-8:30pm, Sat 10-1pm
IRB HISTORICAL MUSEUM . . . 593-3861
Across from the Post Office
IRB HOMEOWNER ASSOC.. . . 517-3131
Becky Griffin, President - IRBHome.com
IRB BOAT CLUB
Bob Griffin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 517-1997
BEACH ART CENTER . . . . . . . . 596-4331
Next to City Hall, 1515 Bay Palm Blvd
POST OFFICE / IRB. . . . . . . . . . 596-2894
204 4th Avenue 33785, Near Crabby Bill’s
Mon-Fri 8:30A-4:30P; Sat 9A-12:00P
IRB ROTARY
Meets at Jimmy Guana's every Wed. 7:15AM
Bruce Sobut, Past President . . . 403-4060
ACTION 2000
Eric Meyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 744-0123
Meets 2nd Monday Each Month Beach Art Ctr
BEACH FOOD PANTRY . . . . . . 517-2534
1615 First St. M-W-F 10 am-12 pm

LITTLE LEAGUE . . . . . . . . . . . . 735-4574
IRB WELCOME CENTER . . . . . . 595-4575
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Gulf Beaches. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach . . . . . . . . . . 447-7600
AA & AL-ANON MEETINGS . . 595-1038
ELECTRICITY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
PHONE (Residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
PHONE (Business) . . . . . . . 800-483-5000
WATER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-4000
CABLE (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020
SEWER / IRB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
TRASH / IRB / Pick Up . . . . . . . 595-6889
------------------------------------------------EMERGENCIES: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
IRB FIRE STATION . . . . . . . . . 595-1117
------------------------------------------------COUNTY INFORMATION . . . . 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES . . . . . 464-3377
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
STATE:
Senator Jeff Brandes . . . . . 727-552-2573
Republican, District 22
3637 Fourth St. N., Suite 101 St. Petersburg
jeff.brandes@myfloridahouse.gov
Representative Larry Ahern 72.7-545-6421
Republican, District 66
5511 Park Street N. St. Petersburg
larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St, Seminole, FL 33772
www.house.gov/young

CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS

MARCH
Motown Magic Holiday Inn
9
Homeowner’s Happy Hour
14
Great America Clean Up
16
Boat Club Intracoastal Clean Up 16
Moblie Collection in Largo
16
Green Fest at COTI
16
Heritage Village Quilting Day
16
Daylight Savings Time Begins
17
St Patricks Day
17
First Day of Spring
20
Pinellas County Fair
20-24
IRB Boat Club Meeting
21
Honda Grand Prix
23-24
Boat Club at Salt Rock Grill
23
Good Friday
29
Pinellas Schools Spring Break 25-29
Easter Egg Hunt Nature’s Park
30
McGough Park Easter Egg Hunt 30
Easter Sunday
31

APRIL
Guppy’s Gulfside Gallop
6
Pancake Festival Rotary
6
Beauty and The Beach
6
PawFest Largo Central Park
6
Homeowner’s Happy Hour
11
Blood Drive IRB Post Office
12
Turtle Trot 5K Run McGough Park 13
IRB Garage Sale
13-14
Federal Income Taxes Due
15
Boat Club Meeting
18
Spring EcoFest McGough Park
20
Earth Day
22
Action 2000 Arbor Day Event
25
Biggest Beach Party Ever
27
Pinellas County Schools Closed
29
MAY
Loggerhead Turtle Season Begins 1
IRB Docks Grand Opening Event 4
Cinco de Mayo
5
Homeowners Happy Hour
9
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CAFÉ DE PARIS CELEBRATES 10 YEARS

by Bob Griffin, Publisher
It is 5am, time to make the pastries and the crepes. It is
what Xavier and Valerie, owners of Café de Paris, do each
and every day in their small French bakery at 2300 Gulf
Blvd. They have done it every day, for the past ten years.
Xavier de Marchi and his wife Valerie are from France. They
met in a local discotheque when she was just 16. They
opened their first bakery in Bergerac in the southwest part
of France, near the ocean, in 1991.
Xavier used to vacation in Florida almost every year, renting
an apartment in IRB on Gulf Blvd. There was already a
European Bakery here, owned by John Pokora, from
Poland. Xavier walked in and introduced himself. Soon they
were talking partnership. But, Xavier had to sell their
business and home in France before they could move to
Indian Rocks Beach. In 2001, he sold his bakery and hired
an immigration lawyer to help with their visas, which were
finally approved in 2002.
They shipped everything they owned in one container and
rented a house on 20th Avenue. “When I came here,
everything was BIG!” says Valerie. “and everything seemed
so clean. Everyone was so friendly saying hello when they
saw you. We just fell in love with IRB.”
In January of 2003, they became partners with Burkoa; that
was ten years ago. “I did not do my homework,” Xavier
says. “The first day we brought in only $50. I wondered
what I had gotten into. When I wanted to expand and invest
more, my partner did not, so I bought out his share.”
“We really have had our ups and downs. First, there was
the Iraq War and Americans hated everything French French fries, French people and French food. They hated

me for no reason.
Then there was the
recession and housing
market collapse. Of
course the BP oil spill
was another slow
year.”
Also in 2007, they had
a well-publicized
problem with their
Visas. They almost
had to leave the US.
“But with the help of
our customers, and a
new lawyer in Tampa, we solved that problem.”
Xavier doubled the size of his café by opening a seating
area to the south in August 2011. After which, he modified
the north side. The grand opening was in October of 2011.
Xavier starts to prepare each day’s doughs at 5am. The
store opens at 8am and closes at 6pm. They are open
seven days a week.
“Some of our customers come here every day,” Valerie says.
“This is not just a bakery. It is a place where people gather
together and talk.” Fifty percent of their customers sit and
eat, while the other half orders their food to go.
Their best sellers are their crepes, which range in price from
$3 to $8, depending on the ingredients. They are cooked
fresh for you as you wait in front of a glass wall.
Xavier, Valerie and their son Luigi now live in Largo and
their successful business employs a total of 9 people.
Get more information at CafeDeParisBakery.com.

Did You Know....
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EASTER EGG HUNT March 30 at 10am, children 10
and under are invited to the 6th Annual Easter Egg Hunt
at the IRB Nature Preserve, 903 Gulf Boulevard. There
will be face painting, games, balloon twisters, refreshments
and of course the Easter Bunny!
___________________________________________________
NO CHEMICAL CLEAN-UP If you are saving your old
paint, chemicals and electronics for the annual IRB Mobile
Pickup event held at City Hall, it has been canceled. Due to
cutbacks at the County level, they are eliminated a few city
collection including this one. Instead, you will have to travel
to an event, in another city. The next one will be March
16th at the Largo Home Depot.
___________________________________________________
GREAT AMERICAN CLEAN UP On March 16, volunteers
will gather at IRB’s 18th Ave. Beach Access at 8am to help
clean our beach. If you would like to help, either just show
up or contact city employee Randy Schwab 595-6889.
_________________________________________________
GET YOUR CAPTAIN’S LICENSE Clearwater Yacht Club,
in Clearwater Beach is looking for a few good boaters who
want to get their Captain’s License. They need at least 10
people to start the class hopefully in March. If you are
interested, call 447-6000 to register or get more
information. You can also call Scott Sanders at 215-5730.
___________________________________________________
SENIOR SOFTBALL EXPANDS TO TWO DAYS A
group, all over 50, have been playing softball on the Little
League field in Indian Rocks Beach for the last two years.
They have been playing every Tuesday afternoon, but with
the many seasonal residents playing, they have too many
people for two teams so they have added Thursdays. It is
free, just show up. They are sporting new shirts sponsored
by Vallery Insurance and caps sponsored by Slyce Pizza.
Games start at 4pm. They
usually play an hour or so.
__________________________
NEW PARKING DECALS
AVAILABLE If you park your
car in a resident only spot at
a beach access, you need a
new blue parking decal. They
are free, but you have to get
one at City Hall. You will
need to bring a copy of your
car’s registration, and
something proving you have
an Indian Rocks address,
such as a driver’s license or
power bill.
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COUNTY FAIR
The Pinellas
County Fair is
March 20-24.
Since 1917, it
has been a
popular annual
event, but ten
years ago the fair
fell on hard times
and was
cancelled. Now it
is back and
coming to
Tropicana Field.
There is still time
for you to
participate as a vendor or as a volunteer. It takes
hundreds of volunteers for an event this size. Call 3468032 or visit PinellasCountyFair.com.
___________________________________________________
BEAUTY AND THE BEACH April 6th is the annual
spring celebration in Indian Rocks Beach. The day begins
with the Guppy’s 5K Run, followed by the Rotary’s
pancake breakfast, the Beach Art Center’s Art Show and
Chalk Walks and ends with music, food, beer and wine
all afternoon on the beach. It is a great day to be in
Indian Rocks Beach.
___________________________________________________
SMALL ART FOR A BIG HEART May 11 the IRB Rotary
will be hosting Art & Ale, an evening of fun, foam and
fine art. All art donated will be exhibited and sold at that
time. Participants will have the opportunity to buy a
fantastic array of small art, sample craft beers and wine,
and enjoy an evening dedicated to raising money for
future artists and musicians. Proceeds will provide
scholarships through the John J. Todia, III Scholarship
Fund.
Visit smallart4bigheart.org for more information.
_________________________________________________

BOOK TALK SPONSORED BY FRIENDS OF THE
LIBRARY On March 14th, Jane Mitchell, our Indian Rocks
Librarian and author of four books, will be one of two
speakers. Elizabeth Osta, the author of Jeremiah’s Hunger
a novel is about the 1840s Irish famine and Ireland’s fight
for freedom will also speak. Thier books will be available
for check out at the Library. The event will be held at the
Beach Art Center.
___________________________________________________
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED If you are interested in history
and have some spare time, Heritage Village in Largo is in
need of volunteers, young and old to act as docents, craft
demonstrators and a receptionist. They also need historic
house caretakers and people to adopt their historical
structures to help to keep them maintained and tidy. If
you
are interested please call 582-2125.
___________________________________________________
BIGGEST BEACH PARTY EVER April 27th the IRB
Homeowners will once again be hosting their annual
beach bash. This year instead of a DJ, they will have a
live band, The Black Honkeys. The hours have also
changed
to 5-10. Expect a great party, as always!
___________________________________________________
SPRING BREAK SHORT, BUT BIGGER Spring Break will
feel bigger than normal this year. It is not due to the
weather, or our favorable publicity; it is because Easter is
March 31st. Normally spring break spreads over six or
eight weeks, but most Florida schools have a March break.
___________________________________________________
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS MAY Read this, as well as other
issues, online at BeachNewsletters.com.

Real Estate News
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BUYING A HOME IN IRB
Is It Luck?

By Gordon Obarski, Broker Associate
Doiron Realty on the Beach
It’s not unusual, these days, for three
offers to come in on a property in Indian
Rocks Beach only hours after it hits the
MLS. Consequently, successfully buying
one’s dream home involves more than just luck. It’s
more about special knowledge and outmaneuvering
tactics than how many shamrocks a buyer has in his/her
pocket.
Today’s bidding wars aren’t boom-driven like the last
time this scenario occurred. The cause now is inventory
shortage… plain and simple. Active single family listings
in Pinellas County decreased over 27% from December
2011 to December 2012.
In 2010, there were 568 listings in zip code 33785 but
only 409 listings two years later in 2012.
What’s driving the shortage? Indian Rocks sellers,
unwilling to “give their houses away,” took them off the
market until things improve. Cash investors snap up the
best properties while those requiring financing are still
digging for the mountain of documents the bank
requires. And while we’re on the subject of banks--they
continue to sit on a pile of foreclosures--instead of listing
them for sale--“artificially” reducing inventory. Many IRB
homeowners wishing to upgrade can’t sell their current
homes for what they’ve invested, causing a virtual
disappearance of the trade-up market. Record low
interest rates have now made IRB affordable for buyers
who once couldn’t pay the freight, adding them to the
queue of hungry buyers.
More buyers + fewer listings = BIDDING
WARS…making an already stressful and frustrating
process even more so. So, how does a buyer get a legup on other bidders?
1) Enlist the services of a realtor. Without a professional
constantly monitoring the MLS and alerting you immediately
when a property hits the market, the unrepresented buyer
has NO SHOT. Hire an agent/broker who is not above
knocking on the front door of a home previously listed, but
now withdrawn, to express a buyer’s interest.
2) If the home is certain to bring multiple offers, consider
an initial bid over the asking price…but only if it makes
economic sense to do so after looking at comp sales.
3) Don’t attach demands to the offer like asking the seller
to pay closing costs. Cash buyers may even want to waive
inspections if the confidence level that no major defects
exist is fairly high.
4) Offer to pay the difference if the house doesn’t appraise
since appraisals are generally coming in well below where
they should be out of an abundance of caution.
Ironically, all the competitive bidding hasn’t necessarily
resulted in huge price increases or more profit for
sellers. Even so, bidding wars are a good sign that
demand is picking up after a lengthy dry spell…and that
IS lucky!
Source: My Florida Regional (MFR) MLS
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6TH ANNUAL GREENFEST

COTI School will hold their Sixth Annual Greenfest on
Saturday March 16th from 10 am to 5 pm - St. Patrick’s
Day weekend. It will feature live music by Toni Wylie and
the Islands, food from local restaurants, draft beer and
wine sponsored by Crabby Bill’s Seafood, a “green”
marketplace, and activities for kids of all ages including
a bounce house, playground, arts and crafts, and
dancing. Local non-profit groups including the Seabird
Sanctuary, Surfrider foundation and the Pinellas County
Extension will answer questions and provide information.
A raffle with a weekend getaway sponsored by Plumlee
Gulf Beach Realty will be held. Festival goers can shop
for local, organic and environmentally-friendly products,
meet like-minded people and support their local
community school.
“We created this event 6 years ago as a grassroots
fundraiser for the school that would also educate and
support all things eco-friendly and local. It has grown
into a community supported festival for all ages” says
Christy Ward, Event Coordinator.
Greenfest will be held at 24th Avenue & 1st Street, in
Indian Rocks Beach. Two blocks east of Gulf Blvd, in the
field between COTI Community Christian School and the
Church of the Isles. It is free and open to the public. For
more information, visit facebook.com/IRBGreenfest or
contact Christy Ward, crunchymama@live.com,
727.667.0019.

CALVARY EPISCOPAL CHURCH NEWS

Calvary Concert Series:
On March 10 at 4pm “Music of Broadway” Dinner Show
with the Sunsation Show Chorus will be presented while a
delicious professionally-catered meal is served in Parish
Hall. Limited seating and tickets on sale Monday, March 4.
Call Lynn Vera at 727-644-1712.
The Second Annual Community Talent Show is April 14,
4pm. If you have a special talent come share it. All ages
and family-appropriate talents are welcome: singers,
dancers, instrumentalists, acrobats, mimes, ventriloquists,
jugglers, comedians, poets, storytellers, dog tricks, etc.
To enter your call Lynn Vera at 727-644-1712. All are
invited. A free-will offering will be taken in support of
the music program at Calvary.
Lenten Program, Holy Week and Easter Liturgies
The Lenten program continues Wednesday evenings
through March 20. Every week, the 6pm Holy Eucharist is
followed by a soup dinner and guest speaker. All are
welcome to attend. Holy Week services include - Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday and the Great Vigil of Easter.
Other Calvary services include:
Sunday Holy Eucharist, 8am and 10am
Saturday Evening Holy Eucharist 5pm
Morning Prayer Tuesday through Friday 8am
Calvary Episcopal Church, 644-1712, is located at
1615 First Street, IRB, right behind Guppy’s Restaurant.

CHURCH OF THE ISLES NEWS

SUNDAY SUNSET SERVICES The Church holds a
Sunday Sunset Service at the 25th Avenue beach access.
The service starts 30 minutes prior to sunset and
concludes when the sun kisses the horizon. As you know,
the time of sunset changes weekly. This weekly event
ends on Easter Sunday, which will then feature a Sunrise
Service at 7am. Call Rev Jim Rapp at 595-1038 for
more information.
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NO NAME STORM
20 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH

Do you remember March 1993, 20 years ago? If you
lived here near the beach in Pinellas, you probably do.
That was when a big storm hit after most people went to
sleep.
It was not a hurricane, but it sure felt like one. It put
seven to nine feet of flood waters into low lying
neighborhoods from Tarpon Springs to Pass-A-Grille.
Since it was not a hurricane, it had no official name, but
locally it is called the ‘93 No Name Storm.
The storm was a Subtropical Derecho or Cyclonic
Blizzard. Laymen called it a Nor’easter. It formed in
Canada on March 11th when a northern arctic high
collided with low pressure moving north out of the Gulf
of Mexico. At its largest, the storm stretched from
Canada to Central America causing a massive storm
over the Central United States.
Thousands of people were stranded by record snowfalls.
For the first time ever, all the major airports on the
eastern seaboard were shut down. All interstate
highways north of Atlanta were closed. The Coast Guard
rescued 160 people in the Gulf of Mexico and the
Atlantic Ocean; a freighter sank in the Gulf.
Area temperatures were typical for early March. The
weather forecast models seemed too extreme, and the
predictions too unbelievable, causing many local
television stations to be reluctant to broadcast them. But
the computers were right.
Besides producing record low barometric pressure and
one of the nation’s biggest snowstorms, the front
produced a strong squall line that moved through
Florida around midnight. It produced straight line wind
gusts up to 100 MPH across Florida.
A substantial storm surge was generated from the
Panhandle’s Appalachia to south of Tampa Bay. Storm
surges north of Pinellas County were six to twelve feet
above normal. With little advanced notice, coastal
residents woke to the sound of water lapping at their
doors and the Gulf of Mexico rushing into their homes.
Northern cities had higher levels. From Apalachee Bay
down most of Nature’s Coast, tides were up to eleven
feet above normal. Cedar Key had nine and a half foot
tides, while Hudson had nine. Tarpon Springs recorded
six and a half feet above normal and Madeira Beach
recorded seven.
Following the front, six inches of snow fell in the Florida
panhandle. Temperatures in Tampa Bay immediately
plummeted almost 30 degrees to record levels. With the
wind damage and increased demand, the local power
companies experienced outages leaving thousands of
homes without power for days.
Nationwide, the storm killed 270 people with nearly 50
people reported missing or lost at sea. The death toll in
Florida was 44, seven of which were due to storm surge.
15 tornadoes struck Florida cities that day, including
Treasure Island, Largo and Tampa. The tornadoes killed
seven and injured another 80 people.
is storm affected 26 states and approximately 50% of
the nation’s population. Total damage costs (both
insured and uninsured) exceeded $6 billion, making the
No Name Storm the fourth costliest storm in US history,
and by far the most costly extra-tropical storm in history.

Information supplied by the National Weather Service in Ruskin.
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REMODELING IS
ON THE REBOUND

by Eric Meyer
With economic conditions improving,
many homeowners who hunkered
down and did only necessary home
improvements and repairs are now
excited again about remodeling and
upgrading their homes. They are
content to stay where they are, but
want some things that will enhance
their lifestyle and everyday living.
Nationwide the most popular home remodeling jobs
include kitchen remodels, bathroom upgrades and
additional bedroom add ons. We have also been seeing
larger projects such as additions and whole house
renovations in the past year. These all provide a good
rate of return on the monies spent.
Remodeling in coastal areas can be challenging, because
of Fema restrictions and the 50% rule. By all means, it's
important to work with a reputable contractor along with
local building officials to determine what remodeling
projects would work for you in your municipality. There is
nothing like a "Face Lift" to an older kitchen or bath to
bring enjoyment to your everyday living.
There are so many products to enhance your kitchen,
new cabinetry for better storage, easy-glide drawers,
countertops in stone and granite creating a clean sleek
look, better lighting fixtures to brighten your environment,
pantries for organizing, islands for casual dining and
creating workspaces that make cooking a pleasure.

Adding glass tiles to the backsplash will give your kitchen
an added spark.
Exterior renovations also add to your home value and
gives your home great Street Appeal. Some of the more
popular exterior renovations are replacing older exterior
products with HardiBoard siding. This concrete product
performs well in coastal weather conditions.
lt also gives a real coastal feel to any exterior. lt makes
sense to replace existing older windows and doors with
high impact ones when deciding on exterior
improvements. They are safer, provide energy savings
and will give you saving benefits on your homeowners
insurance.
lf your roof needs replacement you can look into
replacing your existing shingles with a mental roof
system. There is a higher cost with this product initially,
but metal roofing will add more years to the life of your
roof, not to mention a real coastal look to the exterior of
your home.
Last, but not least are the details to finishing your exterior
which includes irrigation system, landscaping, low
voltage lighting, and driveways with pavers. Carefully
choose your exterior landscape material considering the
level of maintenance you want to spend on yard work.
Once this type of exterior remodel is complete, you home
will have that real "Wow" factor.
Eric Meyer has been in the construction industry for over
25 years. He is the General Contractor for Dynamic
Property Services, lnc. who specializes in New Home
Construction and all types of renovations. For additional
information, you can visit his website at
www.discoverdps.com or call him at 727-744-0123.

Restaurant News....
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CO-OWNER OF
LIGHTHOUSE DONUTS
DIES Marlene Kim, coowner for Indian Rock’s
Lighthouse Donuts passed
away unexpectedly in
December. She was 69.
Her husband Chhay Siev
and son Sella say the
donuts will continue, but
they miss her and her
contribution to the
business. Lighthouse is
located at 215 Gulf Blvd,
next to Los Mexicanos Restaurant.
_________________________________________________
TAPAS GARDENS SERVING BREAKFAST From 8am to
11am they are serving fresh, New Orleans style beignets,
for $2.99 with $2 mimosas and $3 bloody Mary’s. They
also have a variety of egg specialties and even pancakes.
New owner Haime Morziano plans other minor changes
to the menu and the surroundings.
_________________________________________________
SLYCE PIZZA GIVES BACK On the first Monday of each
month, Slyce donates 10% of all sales to the Beach
Community Food Pantry. Stop by, enjoy some great food
and help them give back.
_________________________________________________
MIKES OPENS NEW STORE Mike’s Pizza opened a new
restaurant in downtown St. Petersburg. This location,
located at 169 First Avenue N., in the Bay Walk Parking
Garage near the Starbucks store at 2nd Street N. is their
biggest one yet. Their original store is on 49th Street at
Ulmerton Rd. Their very popular second location is just
over the bridge on Walsingham Rd. in Largo,
____________________________
VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE
RESTAURANT May is our
annual Restaurant Issue. In that
issue, we will announce the
winners of our Reader’s Choice
Awards. A ballot is inserted in
this issue for you to use to vote
for your favorites. Please take a
minute to vote, then mail or fax
it to us. Indian Rocks residents
only may vote. The deadline is
April 1st. One voter will be
choosen at random to win
dinner for two at the restaurant of your choice.
_________________________________________________
$1 BURGERS AT JDS Begining this month, JD's will sell
you a burger for $1 on Wednesdays. You will pay extra for
add ons, such as cheese, bacon, mushrooms and special
sauces. It this does not include your sides either, such as,
French Fries, coleslaw or pickles. These burgers are for eat
in orders only. But it is still only $1, and big. JD's, located
on Gulf Blvd at 2nd Avenue is home of the Ground Sirloin
Burger.
_________________________________________________
MORE NEWS If you have news or suggestions
appropriate for this newsletter, Let us know. Our email is
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or can call us at 517-1997.
_________________________________________________
CLOSED Donnie’s Coastal Café closed in January.
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PETS NEED DENTAL CARE, TOO

by Matt Facarazzo, DVM
Don't turn your nose to Fido's or Fluffy's bad breath! That
odor might signify a serious health risk, with the potential
to damage not only your pet's teeth and gums but its
internal organs as well.
The odor and accumulation of matter on your pets breath
doesnt just signify wear and tear or age, it is a collection
of bacteria, calculus, and even food and hair. This
dangerous debris needs to be periodically removed.
Nothing can replace daily brushing, using enzymatic pet
friendly toothpaste, but if you can't achieve this then yearly
dental cleanings are essential to prevent tooth decay and
periodontitis which lead to loosening of teeth, pain, and
chronic infections.
To address the significance of oral health care for pets, the
Indian Rocks Beach Animal Hospital, 12712 Indian Rocks
Road in Largo, is recognizing March as pet dental month
and extending it for the entire year of 2013. All dental
cleanings will be discounted 20% for the entire year. We
recognize the need for healthy teeth and want to help you
achieve this important step in maintaining the overall
health of your pet. Call more details 727-596-9156.

2013’S NEW TAX LAWS

By: Charlie Neilson, CPA

Here's a rundown of the tax increases for all you
millionaires and billionaires. If a married couple, filing
jointly, makes over $450,000 ($400,000 if single) their
maximum tax rate goes from 35% to 39.6% on income
over those thresholds. In addition, if they have investment
income such as dividends, interest, rents, royalties or
capital gains they will pay an additional 3.8% tax on that
income. Wages exceeding $250,000 ($200,000 if single)
are subject to an additional .9% Medicare tax. This all
results in a 44.3% top tax rate for you rich guys.
But the government didn't stop there, no sir, now they
slipped another hand in your pocket. If a couple makes
over $300,000 ($250,000 if single), then their itemized
deductions and personal exemptions are phased out - a
stealth tax increase. Tax rates on capital gains and
dividends also increase from 15% to 20% and if you die
while reading this, your estate tax rate will increase from
35% to 40%.
What's the deal for the working guy? The payroll tax
holiday is dead. In 2010-2012 the payroll taxes were
temporarily reduced by 2%, but Congress didn't extend
that provision. The result is a 2% payroll tax increase on
wages up to $113,700, a potential $2,274 spanking.
The good news is that for most individuals, the federal tax
rates will remain the same as 2012: 10%, 15%, 25%, 28%
and 35% on incomes less than $450,000. The Alternative
Minimum Tax was also fixed so that millions of middle
class taxpayers will not be subject to this 26% tax.
If you're a victim of identity theft - someone filed a return
with your Social Security number, the IRS has a new form
for you to report it #14039 - Identity Theft Affidavit and a
toll free #1-800-908-4490 to talk with an ID Specialist.
The form can be obtained at www.irs.gov. This is growing
problem that is time consuming and difficult to resolve.
With over 40 yrs experience in taxation I can help with
issues ranging from tax return preparation, buying/selling
a business, IRS audits to complex tax problems. My office
is located in Indian Rocks Beach - call 727-595-7578.

Business News....
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DEJA - NEW
CONSIGNMENTS
DeJa-New is a new
consignor boutique on
Indian Rocks Road between
8th Avenue and Largo
Medical Center. It is owned
by Patty Jannarone. They
specialize in high-quality
women’s apparel and
accessories at reasonable
prices. They have a wide
selection of inventory in a
bright, airy setting. Consignments are accepted by
appointment. March 13-16 is their Grand Opening Sale.
Everything is on sale and they will stay open late
Thursday March 14 until 7pm with refreshments and
door prizes! Check them out at 1495 Indian Rocks Road
North or call Patty at 216-3321.
_________________________________________________
FISH MARKET CLOSES Crabby Bill’s Fish Market, in the
parking lot north of the Loading Dock Bar, closed at the
end of December. They said it just didn’t have enough
business. If you want to buy fresh seafood, the closest
places are Island Fish Market on Indian Rocks Road, 1
mile north of Walsingham, the new Wild Fields in Belleair
or of course Publix.
__________________
NOELLE AND
TEAM RELOCATES
Noelle Daniel Wealth
Management has
grown! After two
years in Indian Rocks
Beach, they relocated
to a larger waterfront
office on the
Intracoastal in Indian
Shores at 20001
Gulf Blvd., Suite 8. Come visit by land or sea! Dock
space is available for your boat. Noelle and her
dedicated team have worked with individuals and
business owners for over 16 years to develop financial
plans, create income solutions for retirees and manage
their investments. They offer full investment services,
retirement planning, and insurance for business and
individuals. Visit their website at
www.ndwealthmanagement.com.
_________________________________________________
NEW BIKE SHOP The Ride-N-Roll brand has expanded
again with its newest bicycle shop located in Indian
Rocks Beach, at the corner of Walsingham Road and
Gulf Boulevard. Managing owner Frank Lopez chose
this location for his third shop because of its proximity
to the biking traffic along the beaches and the need for
a full service bike shop in the area that sells all types of
bicycles and that can repair everything from the
ordinary street bike to the high end road bike. As a
former professional cyclist, Lopez has been in the
bicycle industry for over 25 years. You can catch him
and his racing team riding the beaches several times a
week. For information on the Indian Rocks store’s
Grand Opening or group rides in the area, visit their
website at www.ridenrollcyclery.com or call (727) 518BIKE (2453).

More Business News....
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SMALL BUSINESS OF THE
YEAR! Griffin Productions, the
publishers of this newsletter,
was awarded Small Business
of the Year by the Tampa Bay
Beaches Chamber of
Commerce at a January
ceremony. The Tampa Bay
Beaches Chamber represents
beach businesses from St Pete
Beach to Sand Key. Griffin Productions produces
newsletters in four Pinellas communities, as well as The
Beach Directory in 6 tourist areas around the state and
two Best Restaurants Magazines including one on the
Pinellas Beaches. We have been publishing about 25
years and have produced Neighborhood Newsletters for
over almost 7 years. The Indian Rocks Newsletter, our
first started May 2006. Get more information about us at
www.BeachNewsletters.com.
_____________________________
NEW VETERINARIAN IN IRB
Dr. Al Paredes, DVM, and his wife
Ruby, opened a new animal
hospital at 1507 Gulf Blvd, next
to Century21 Beggins. It is called
Sun-Surf Animal Hospital. It is in
the old location for Dr. Matt’s
Indian Rocks Animal Hospital.
They offer extended hours during
the week, for those that can’t
come in during the day.
Dr Paredes went to Oklahoma
State University, and previously
had a practice in Palm Harbor. Dr. Al and Ruby are IRB
residents. “We love the Indian Rocks Beach community,
and look forward to meeting and helping our
neighbors,” says Dr Al. Call them 202-3321.
_________________________________________________
LIFE’S A BEACH BIKE RENTALS Is now open in the old
home of IRB Cycles at 1401 Gulf Blvd. It is owned by Jim
and Brian Benjamin. Visit www.LifesABeachBicycles.com.
______________________
BEADS CELEBRATES
ONE YEAR “It’s been a
tough first year, but we
survived,” says Colleen
and Roger Ewart, owners
of Island Cove Beads
Gallery. “Students are
finding beading
therapeutic, relaxing and
enjoy the camaraderie in
the store.” Island Cove
celebrated their one year
anniversary February 9th with a party at their store.
_________________________________________________
UNIQUE COFFEE SHOP OPENS Sombra Coffee
Roastery & Cafe opened in February at 9342 Oakhurst
Rd., Seminole. Coffee is brought in green and roasted
right on site! Breakfast and lunch are available. The
shop is owned by Indian Rocks Beach resident, Bobbi
Gillespie. You can reach her at 727-400-6956 or get
more information at sombracoffeeroastery.com
_________________________________________________
CLOSED IRB Cycles at 1401 Gulf Blvd
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HERITAGE VILLAGE CLEARS LAND
FOR NEW EXHIBIT
New boat shop to display historic sailboats

Pine trees are coming down on a patch of land behind Heritage
Village’s Greenwood House near McKay Creek to make room for
a new boat shop to be built to display vintage sail boats such as
the Optimist Pram, Windmill, Sun Cat and Snipe boats, vessels
that are a large part of Pinellas County’s nautical history.
Afterwards the ground will be “grubbed” and leveled in
preparation for the laying of the building’s concrete slab
foundation.
Construction of the new boat shop is made possible through a
unique public-private partnership with Pinellas County
government, the Pinellas County Historical Society, the
Clearwater Yacht Club, Hoffman Architects, P.A. and Proefke
Construction. Donated funds will be used for permits and
supplies; volunteer labor will be used to actually build the facility.
The structure will feature a 24’x40’ display area for the boats, plus a smaller, air-conditioned 12’x40’ display room.
This boat shop will profile an important chapter of coastal living in Pinellas County and will include trophies, tools
and other nautical memorabilia from the museum’s collections. An oral history project featuring early Pinellas boat
builders and others in the industry is another important component of the boat shop project.
Heritage Village is located at 11909 125th St. N. in Largo. This living history museum brings more than 150 years of
local history to life. Tour 28 authentic buildings and structures, and experience historical Pinellas County through
hands-on exploration. Paths wind through 21 acres and connect with the Florida Botanical Gardens and the Florida
Gulf Coast Center for Fishing and Interactive Museum.
Heritage Village is open Wednesday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, 1 to 4 p.m. It is closed all Pinellas
County holidays. For more information about Heritage Village visit www.pinellascounty.org/heritage, or call (727)
582-2123.
For more information about Pinellas County services and programs, visit www.pinellascounty.org, with LiveChat, or
create a shortcut to www.pinellascounty.org/mobile on any smartphone. Pinellas County government is on Facebook,
Twitter and YouTube.
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BEACH ART CENTER

SURF, SKATE, SKIM DESIGN COMPETITION

Amateur and professional artists are invited to design,
paint, modify or decorate an actual surf, skate or skim
board using the medium of their choice.
The art competition and exhibition will be held this
summer, beginning with a reception on May 31. Three
categories include 6 – 12 year olds, 13 - 17 year olds
and 18 and up. Each category has its own cash and
place awards. Entry forms, a $10 fee and digital images
of the works will be required by May 2 for jury. The
competition is open to anyone on the West Coast of
Florida. Applications can be found at the Beach Art
Center or on the Beach Art Center website at
www.beachartcenter.org.

BEAUTY & THE BEACH ARTS & CRAFTS FESTIVAL

Saturday, April 6, 2013 9am to 4pm at Kolb Park
This is part of a city-wide celebration that includes a
Beach Party, 5K Run, Restaurants and more.
The outdoor festival includes artists working in a variety
of media, including painting, mixed media, drawing,
photography, sculpture, jewelry, ceramics and more.
$1000 in prize money is awarded in this juried show.
Part of the day is the Annual ChalkWalk. In its 11th year,
the Beach Art Center will again transform Bay Palm
Boulevard into a collection of beautiful chalk paintings
by elementary and high school students, groups of
friends, families, Beach Art Center members, adult
students, winter visitors and professional artists.
The Beach Art Center is looking for Artists and
Sponsorships for the 2013 Chalk Walk. Sponsorship
includes a Chalkwalk T-shirt, publicity in local
newspapers, on our Facebook page and website
(beachartcenter.org), and a placard placed besides each
square with the Sponsor’s name on it. Sponsorships can
be shared.
The Beach Art Center is located at 1515 Bay Palm Blvd.,
Indian Rocks Beach, Florida.

YOU’RE NOT SEEING DOUBLE

Which is the real Tampa Bay Rays Manager Joe Maddon?
The man on the left is the Rays Manager and has had
over 600 wins; the man on the right is Dennis Schnierle
a retired seasonal Indian Rocks Beach resident.
Dennis is from Chicago and lives on 14th Avenue with
his wife Mary. “People have stopped me around town
and asked for my autograph,” says Dennis. “It’s fun to
be noticed. I wish Joe and the Rays the best of luck in
2013, except when they are playing the White Sox.”
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GIRL SCOUT COOKIE TIME

The Girl Scouts were
started in March, 101
years ago by Juliette
Gordon Low in Savannah,
Georgia. They were called
Girl Guides, but changed
their name to Girl Scouts
in 1913.
They have been selling
cookies since 1917, and it
is each local scout troop’s
major fundraiser. The first
cookie sales were done by
a troop in Oklahoma. In
1922, the Girl Scout
magazine, The American
Girl, suggested cookie
sales to other troops and
provided recipes. The girls
baked the cookies, the first
Katryna Currey, age 12,
ones being sugar cookies.
of Girl Scout Troop 140.
In 1933, the Girl Scouts
organized it into an official
sale, selling homemade cookies through the windows of
local utilities. In 1936, they began to use commercial
bakers to mass produce their cookies.
During World War II, because there was a shortage of
flour, sugar and butter, customers were limited to two boxes
per family so the Girl Scouts sold calendars in addition to
cookies. There were 48 cookies per box, available in either
vanilla or chocolate.
Girl Scouts have always sold cookies to relatives, friends,
and neighbors. Because of safety concerns, in recent years
an increased emphasis has been placed on cookie booths,
allowing girls to sell cookies from tables in public areas
under the supervision of adult troop leaders and parents,
rather than going door-to-door. Many troops sponsor a
program to send cookies to our troops overseas.
Each Girl Scout Council operates its own cookie sale.
About 70% of the proceeds stay in the local Girl Scout
Council, with a portion that goes directly to the troop
selling the cookies. Revenues at all levels are used to pay
for Girl Scouts events and activities, maintenance of the
councils, Girl Scout camps and other things.
Companies, such as Little Brownie Bakers (which is owned
by Keebler, who is owned by Kelloggs), and ABC Bakers, a
subsidiary of InterBake Foods, make and box most of the
cookies nationwide.
Thin Mints make up 25% of their sales. Other popular
cookies are Caramel de Lites, Samoas, Peanut Butter
Patties, Tagalongs, Peanut Butter Sandwiches, So-Si-Dos,
Shortbreads, Trefoils, Thanks-A-Lot, Mango and others.
Nationwide, the Girl Scouts sell over 200 million boxes a
year.
This type of fundraising is used to teach Girl Scouts
valuable skills in planning, teamwork, finance,
organization, communication and goal setting.
The Tampa Bay area is part of the Girl Scouts of West
Central Florida. If you want to join the Girl Scouts locally,
go to www.GSWCF.org or call 1-800-881-4475.
If you have not already bought some, you can go to C&C
Cleaner’s at 14100 Walsingham, in Sabala Plaza, and get
them from Katryna.
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IRB BOAT CLUB

About 85 people gathered at Island Way Grill
for Sunday Brunch in February.

UPCOMING EVENTS March 16: Intracoastal Waterway Clean
Up (8am)
March 23: Salt Rock Grill (3pm)
May 4: City of IRB Floating Docks Event
May 18-24: Safe Boating Week
MEETINGS - They meet at Jimmy Guana’s (Holiday Inn
Harborside) on the third Thursday of the month.
For more information, call Bob Griffin at 517-1997 or
email BoatClub@IRBhome.com. See the complete list of
Boat Club events, pictures and more at IRBhome.com or
follow them on Facebook.com/IRBhomeowners.

IRB RESIDENT REBUILDS WILD FIELDS

Louis Leousis and his family have called Indian Rocks
Beach home for the last 20 years and would not trade it
for the world! Mr. Leousis, a Class A General Contractor, is
the owner of Zeal Development, LLC.
Zeal just completed the elaborate Surf & Turf Market
remodel in Belleair Bluffs in under 75 days. Now called
Wild Fields Market, the store was redesigned to maximize
space. "We moved their check-out counter, added new
ones, redid the entire facade, walls, floors and added a
cafe in the front. We gave the place a full facelift inside
and out often working through the night to meet our tight
deadline,”
said Leousis.
"Our job was
to totally
rebuild Surf &
Turf Market
while they
remained
open for
business! That
was a
challenge, but we got it done for their December 1st Grand
Opening. Finding a way to get that old truck inside required
some special handling and timing,” continues Leousis.
Other recently completed projects by Zeal include Union
Burger & Coffee Culture in Clearwater Beach, Fray's
Donuts in St Petersburg, Busy Bee in Pinellas Park and a
remodel of a condo in the 440 West on Gulfview Blvd. In
January they began the renovation of 821 Gulf Blvd in
Indian Rocks Beach. You can contact Mr. Leousis at (727)
647-0482 or visit www.zealdev.com.
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INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION NEWS

2013 HAPPY HOURS
Homeowners Happy Hours continue at
the following restaurants:
Mar 14: Tapas Gardens April 11: Red Lion
These FREE Happy Hours are 6 - 7:30 pm the second
Thursday of the month. Visit IRBhome.com for info.

LITTLE LEAGUE EQUIPMENT DONATION - The
Homeowners recently paid $8500 to buy and install a new
flag pole, a complete Public Address system with speakers
and a new electronic scoreboard for the West Pinellas Little
League in IRB’s Campalong Field. The PA system and
speakers were donated and installed at cost by Indian
Rock’s Wired Island. The wind engineering design for the
scoreboard was supplied by Scott Holmes of Holmes
Architects. A big thanks to Phil Wrobel - VP of the
Homeowners for managing this time consuming project.
NEW PICNIC SHELTER - Members voted to donate
$10,000 buy a new 10 x 16 picnic shelter in the newly
upgraded Keegan Clair Park, near the floating boat docks.
The shelter will replace an old shelter in the area and will
be installed by the city of Indian Rocks Beach. It should be
completed sometime this spring.
EASTER EGG HUNT - The Homeowners is co-sponsoring
this event with the City of Indian Rocks on Saturday, March
30th at 10 am in the Indian Rocks Beach Nature Preserve.
For children 10 and under, there will be games, arts and
crafts, face painting, animal balloons and of course, The
Easter Bunny sponsored by Century21 Beggins!
GUPPY’S GULFSIDE GALLOP - This annual 5K Run and
One Mile Fun Run/Walk directly on the beach, sponsored
by Guppy’s on the Beach will be Saturday, April 6th at 8:30
am, at the Indian Rocks County Park, across the street from
Guppy’s. NEW THIS YEAR - Runners will cross the Chase
Bank Finish Line tracked with an ankle transponder timing
chip, thanks to our friends at Chase Bank, 13883
Walsingham Rd. in Largo & 4315 Duhme Rd. in Madeira
Beach. This allows us to once again to award 1st/2nd/3rd
place winners in male and female age groups. The awards
are provided courtesy of our friends at Plumlee Gulf Beach
Realty. Refreshments will be provided. Day-of-race check-in
opens at 7am. Online and mail-in Early Registration ends
April 4th and only runners registered by March 29th will be
guaranteed a Gallop T-shirt. Visit IRBhome.com or City Hall
or Guppy’s for registration information.
BIGGEST BEACH PARTY EVER! - Saturday, April 27th, 5 10 pm, Indian Rocks County Park, across from Guppy’s. If
you've attended this event in the past, this one will blow all
the others off the map! A huge thanks to Florida Best
Quote and Safeco Insurance, for sponsoring one of Tampa,
Orlando and Central Florida's hottest bands, The Black
Honkeys, and offering a chance to win a Big Screen TV. At
the Crabby Bill's beer truck this year, after many requests,
we will be serving Miller Lite! A Pelican Flow 106 Stand-Up
Paddleboard, donated by Watersports West will be raffled
that night. Raffle Tickets, on sale now at all Homeowners
Happy Hours are $3 each or 2/$5. The event will also
include a wine tent, food vendors and soft drinks/water
provided by the Beach Art Center. The event is FREE.
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK get all the news, photos,
see what your neighbors have to say, find out about events
at Facebook.com/IRBHomeowners or www.IRBhome.com.
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LIVING WITH WILDLIFE

by Commission Chair Karen Williams Seel
Pinellas County is a great place to call
home. Beautiful sandy beaches, shopping,
entertainment and lush parks and preserves
are minutes away from home for the nearly
one million residents and 15 million visitors
that come to the county each year.
Pinellas County is also home to a wild and diverse array of
animals. From the majestic bald eagle to the impressively
colored roseate spoonbill to the entertaining bottlenose
dolphin, many species live here year round or migrate
through on their way to warmer – or cooler – climates.
While the interactions between wildlife and people are
usually pleasant and at a distance, it is a good thing.
Nature watching is one of the nation’s fastest-growing
hobbies, and it has an active following here in Pinellas
County. To get the most from your nature watching
experience – whether you see it from your back porch or at
a county park, remember:
• When you visit county parks and preserves, you are a
visitor in the home of many species. Treat it with the same
respect you would show any host.
• Bring binoculars to get a good view of the native wildlife.
• Bring a camera when visiting parks or preserves to
capture memories for a lifetime.
When the encounters become a little too close for comfort,
that’s when issues start to arise. Remember that wild
animals are wild – not domesticated like a cat or dog
would be. It’s very important for your safety and that of the
animal’s to keep a respectful distance from them. Feeding
or attempting to handle wild animals – no matter how cute
or hungry they seem – often results in more harm than
good. They can become aggressive when they don’t get
their anticipated serving, and may interpret your friendly
advances as a threat. It’s also a violation of county code to
feed any wild animals at a county park or preserve.
Many of the reasons we enjoy our yards are often the
same reasons that cause wildlife to feel at home. Our
properties supply a quiet environment with plenty of food,
water and cover. While it is important to provide some
amenities to the local animal population, too much of a
good thing is never good for everyone. Take a look at your
yard to see if you can make changes that can create a less
hospitable place for these animals. Some steps include:
• Don’t leave smaller pets – and even children – outside
unsupervised. Larger animals such as coyotes look for
smaller animals as their food source.
• Dispose of your trash properly. Ensure your trash cans
have heavy or tight fitting lids to keep animals at bay.
• Remove pet food and water dishes from outside when
they are not in use.
• Keep your lawn mowed, and moving compost or wood
piles to an area away from your home reduce the number
of hiding places in your yard.
• Secure sheds, garages and other structures.
Most importantly – baby animals can be very cute to look
at, but their mothers will typically protect them in an
aggressive manner. Keep your distance.
By keeping these few common-sense precautions in mind,
your encounters with Pinellas County’s wildlife
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LITTLE LEAGUE OPENING DAY

Little League has been playing in Indian Rocks Beach
for 59 years. This year, Spring Ball has 190 kids ages 4 16 registered on 16 Baseball teams and two Girls
Softball teams.
Through the
end of May,
games are
played every
night during
the week and
all day
Saturdays. All
Stars will begin
June 1st
running all
summer, for a
chance to go
to Williamsport for the
World Series
The West Pinellas Little
League would like to
thank the Indian Rocks
Beach Homeowners
Association for their
donation of $8,500 to
purchase and install a
new electronic
scoreboard, flag pole
and sound system.

Opening day, Tampa
Bay Rays announcer
Dewayne Staats was
on hand to call the
game with former
Rays pitcher and
son-in-law Dan
Wheeler. Dan lives in
Belleair and two of
his sons are playing
Spring Ball in Indian
Rocks.
Much to the delight
of the kids, they
brought Rays
Mascot, Raymond.
Mike Kelley,
President of West
Pinellas Little League
would like to remind
everyone, they still
need sponsors,
coaches, umpires,
and help in the
concession stand. If
you can help this
year, call him at
735-4574 or email
Mike33785@HotMail.com.
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TODAY’S HOLIDAY INN HARBORSIDE

by Bob Griffin, Publisher

The Holiday Inn Harbourside in Indian Rocks, originally
built as a mixed-use facility with shops on the first floor, and
a mixture of hotel rooms and condos above, was built by
Tom Tweety and his partners. Their idea failed in the early
1990s during a real estate recession that left them with
high interest rates and few sales.
Present owner, Jeff Keierleber, bought the distressed
property from the Resolution Trust Corporation in 1993, 20
years ago. At the time, he already owned two hotels in
Wisconsin and the Chart House Hotel in Clearwater Beach.
Today, the Holiday Inn Harbourside has 164 rooms, from
singles to large two-story suites. The hotel’s marina has 50
boat slips; 90% are occupied full-time. The complex has
several meeting rooms, two swimming pools – one a large
lagoon-style area with a waterfall, a tennis court, and sand
volleyball courts. Of course it is also home to Jimmy
Guana’s, their Key West styled restaurant and Tiki Bar.
The hotel was recently upgraded and every room
remodeled. During the Republican National Convention in
August, they were host to the delegation from Indiana.
The hotel is a very popular place for weddings and
wedding receptions. They have rooms of different sizes and
can cater any event from casual to very formal.
115 people are employed on site. The hotel is managed by
Joe Lawlor. The restaurant, 16 years old this month, is coowned by Keierleber and Larry Hineman and managed by
Ken Peterson.
According to city officials, the Holiday Inn is the largest
property taxpayer in Indian Rocks Beach with almost a $7
million taxable value. They are tied with Crabby Bill’s
Seafood as the city’s largest employer.

Front row left to right: Ken Peterson, Larry Hineman, Jeff
Keierleber, owner, and Joe Lawlor, General Manager

A major expansion of the Holiday Inn has been planned for
a few years. “We still plan to build the addition to the
property,” says Jeff. “In fact, we are currently driving pilings
and setting the foundation. It will add an additional 200
rooms and varies from three to seven stories. It will include
a waterpark with a lazy river and two slides.”
Jeff owns seven hotels, five of which are in Pinellas County
including The Chart House, The Holiday Inn and the new
Pier House 60 Hotel, all on Clearwater Beach. He has three
restaurant/bars in his hotels - Jimmy Guana’s, Jimmy’s Fish
House and Jimmy’s Crow’s Nest. We asked him, why
Jimmy? Jeff said, “My brother’s name is Jimmy. I named
them after him.”
Get more information on the Holiday Inn Harbourside or
reserve a room at www.HIHarbourside.com. You can call
them directly at 595-9484.
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TWO YEARS LATER

By Darleen Thompson
Indian Rocks Beach,
as well as the Indian
Rocks Beach Biggest
Beach Party Ever, will
always hold a special
place in my husband,
Patrick and my
hearts.
It is said that you
don’t find love, love
finds you and that
could not be any
truer in our case. It
happened April 30,
2011, the evening of
Biggest Beach Party
Ever. My daughter and her friend were going and they
wanted me to go too. I really did not want to, but the
girls insisted I should. To appease them, I went. Shortly
after we got there, I realized they had left me. Ok, I
thought and walked over to where the band was
playing. There stood Patrick and we started talking. He
walked me home that night and asked me out for
breakfast the next day. We have been together ever
since.
On March 14, 2012 while watching the sun set on
Indian Rocks Beach he asked me to marry him. On
October 13, 2012 on the beach behind the Great Heron
Inn of Indian Rocks Beach we were married. Now, we
live on Beach Trail in Indian Rocks Beach with the Gulf
of Mexico for our backyard.
When people ask us how we met Patrick, tells them
“through beach harmony”. I think he’s right. If it wasn’t
for Indian Rocks Beach’s Biggest Beach Party Ever, I
would have never met the love of my life.
by Karslee Styles

WINNERS

Karslee Styles a hair dresser in Seminole, and her husband Randy,
who had recently been laid off, won The IRB Rotary Club’s raffle
for Two tickets to the Super Bowl, 4 nights in a hotel and $1,000
spending money.

We stayed in a Best Western just outside of town and
cabbed to downtown every day for the pre-game fun. It is
amazing how fast $1,000 goes when you are in that
environment..
The scene was incredible. Randy, was in his glory. He is
such a football fan. We had many famous coach and
player sightings. We did the NFL Experience. We went to
media day. We sat in on a ESPN broadcast and got on TV.
Game day was a long day. We started on Bourbon Street
around 9:30am for the pre-party, and then walked several
blocks to the Super Dome at 2pm. Everyone was so happy.
Bands played on the rooftops of many of the buildings.
We were not for either team, but we sat on the Raven’s
side on about the 20th yard line. We were there when the
lights went out; we saw the kids from Sandy Hook school
sing. The half-time show with Beyoncé was amazing. Then
all that confetti came falling down from the rafters.
The people of New Orleans did a super job. It was the trip
of a lifetime. We could never have afforded it without the
help of the Rotary…and my friend Fran George, who gave
me that ticket.

ACTION
2000
NEWS
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MOTOWN MAGIC COMING TO IRB
Don't miss this year's dance held in the Banquet Room at
the Harborside Holiday
Inn. Tickets are $45 per
person and includes a full
course dinner, music and
dancing provided by the
fabulous entertainment
group "Bus Stop". Door
prizes and a live auction
for a painting donated by
the Plein Aire Cottage
Artists are included. There
is a cash bar for all beverages. For tickets visit IRB City Hall,
or questions call Donna Valery at 727-517-0517. Don't
miss this annual sell out event!
APRIL 25TH, ARBOR DAY MIXER FOR RESIDENTS
From 6 to 9pm, bring your lawn chairs and join us at the
Nature Preserve to enjoy live music, tasty refreshments and
see some of the upcoming green projects that Action 2000
is planning for the Nature Preserve. Food is free, while it
lasts. "BYOB". The Plein Aire Cottage Artists of IRB will
present the annual Preservation Awards. For additional
information, please contact Julie Folden at 727-460-7462.
COMMUNITY GARDEN IN NATURE PRESERVE.
Our City Commission has approved a site at the Nature
Preserve for a Community Garden. Information will be
displayed at our Arbor Day Event as well as at City Hall.
Action 2000 approved a $6,000 donation to help with this
project. Anyone who would like to participate or is
interested in a volunteer position, please contact the city’s
Human Resource Dept, 727- 595-2517. This is your
opportunity to be part of our community’s Green Scene!
NEW SOLAR TRASH RECEPTACLES/COMPACTORS
Thanks to the Pinellas Suncoast
Authority our city was given two of
these units for two bus stop
locations here in IRB. One is
located on Gulf Blvd next to the Bus
Shelter in front of the CVS store.
This provides an opportunity to
keep these sites cleaner and handle
the excess trash that is generated at
these busy locations. These new
receptacles are solar powered, and
can reduce the number of trash
cans needed as well as the number
of times they need to be picked up
and trash discarded. Officials
estimate these receptacles will save
taxpayers in overall maintenance costs. Action 2000 has
contributed to this project and paid for the new concrete
foundations that were needed at both locations.
IRB Action 2000 is a nonprofit organization committed to
the betterment of the community we live and work in. We
are looking for residents and businesses who have the
same passion and need more involvement to continue our
efforts. For additional information visit irbaction2000.com
or contact Eric Meyer, President 727-744-0123.

