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AS I REMEMBER HEARING IT
Story By: Bill Brandon

During the Florida Boom of the 1920s, all kinds of
opportunists and con artists descended upon the state.
The "binder boys" were among the most notorious. My
father loathed them with a passion and his contempt
never abated. He classed them with crooks, thieves,
embezzlers, and politicians.
In 1925 a binder boy and con artist, allegedly from
Tennessee, named Sam Parks blew into Indian Rocks and
sought to work a wicked scam. He quickly launched a
movement to incorporate the island and part of the
mainland. He must have had considerable charisma, for
soon the community held an election and voted for the
scheme. Only fifteen votes were cast, eight for
incorporation, and seven against.
My father, who had an acutely sensitive BS detector,
pegged Parks as a swindler. He was the main opposition
to the incorporation plan. I don't know whether his uncle,
C. B. Brandon (my great uncle), was originally for or
against incorporation. Along with the vote for
incorporation, a slate of officials was elected. Harry
Hammock became the first City Manager. George
Merrill, Sr., was tax collector, and C.B. Brandon, mayor.
At the first meeting of the city council, C. B. Brandon
resigned. He'd probably assessed Parks and his caper for
what it was. Sam Parks then became mayor. Parks plan
was to bond the town for improvements like sidewalks,
sewers, water, etc. When the city treasury had swelled
enough to satisfy Parks, he'd abscond with the funds. At
least, that's what my dad and L. B. Moody thought.
It did not work out that way. Most of the Tampa people
who owned summer vacations places at the beach
smelled a rat and either refused or were very reluctant to
pay extra town taxes. Periodically, Parks sent George
Merrill around to collect city taxes from my dad, and my
dad would say, "I ain't gonna pay 'em, George," daring
the town to prosecute. Merrill would just laugh. My father
thought it was a case of selective enforcement, since he
had one of the few lucrative businesses in the community.
Very soon, nearly all potential taxpayers were scofflaws
and scorned the town administration. The city hall was in
rooms at one end of C.B. Brandon's store. One night
somebody hung a chamber pot on the city hall doorknob.
D. B. McKay had a large house on the South Shore and
at the time, was mayor of Tampa, plus owner of the
Tampa Daily Times and the fledgling radio station
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WDAE. McKay had considerable political clout. My father
prevailed upon him to use his influence to get rid of the
town and Parks It didn't take much prevailing.
Suddenly things fell apart for Parks. His city officials
couldn't collect taxes, and he had some of the powerful
movers and shakers of the day on to him. About that
time, Park's wife rather mysteriously drowned. My father
always maintained that Parks drowned her. Shortly after,
Parks vanished, owing money to a lot of suckers, and
was never heard from again.
In the following session of the legislature, the town of
Indian Rocks was dissolved. It was not resurrected again
until 1955, when a more responsible group of people
promoted a new incorporation.
All this took place before I was born in 1928, so what I
know may be hearsay, filtered through the canted lens of
my father, Raymond Brandon (owner of Brandon's
Pavilion) and L. B. Moody (owner of Moody's Grocery
Store), his erstwhile partner in the real estate business in
the 1930s. As a child, I listened to them reminisce about
the Boom Days. This is what I remembered them saying.
Pictures from Indian Rocks As It Was,: A Pictorial History
available at the Historical Museum, 203 4th Ave, $20.
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Do you need another copy of this
newsletter? Ask for them at USA
Grocers or any IRB realtor's office.
This newsletter is printed every
other month and survives on
local advertising. Please support
the people advertising here. If
you are an IRB resident wanting
to advertise, you get a discount.
We also offer discounts for
advertising in our other issues,
Madeira Beach, Belleair Area
Downtown St. Petersburg and
our Clearwater Beach.
Call me to advertise in the next
issue. For more information, or
to read our other issues online,
visit BeachNewsletters.com
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2010 CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS
MARCH
Historical Society Luncheon,
6
Art Center Monte Carlo Night
6
Election Day
9
+ RP HRZ QHU·V + DSS\ + RXU
Art Center Painting Workshop
13
Boat Club Island Clean Up
13
Movies in the Park
13
Daylight Savings Time Begins
14
Art Center Plein Air Workshop 18-20
IRB Boat Club Meeting
18
GreenFest at COTI
20
Spring Begins
20
Heritage Village Quilting Day
20
Great America Clean Up
20
Art Center All Media Show
26
APRIL
Good Friday
2
Easter Egg Hunt / Nature's Park
3
Guppy's Gulfside Gallop/5K Run
3
Beauty and The Beach & Art Show 3
Easter Sunday
4

Homeowner's Happy Hour
8
Blood Drive at the IRB Post Office
9
Art Center Landscape Workshop 9-11
Movies on the Beach / HOA
10
Boat Club Meeting
15
Anona Elementary Annual Picnic 17
Market in the Park / Last Day
17
Great Strides Walk in IRB
17
IRB Garage Sale (Sat / Sun)
17-18
Boat Club Trip to Gators
18
Earth Day 2010
22
Biggest Beach Party Ever
24
A2K's 11th Anniversary Mixer
29
MAY
Loggerhead Turtle Season Begins
1
Movies on the Beach HOA
1
Boat Club Caladesi Island Trip
2
Postal Food Drive
8
Mother's Day
9
Homeowners Happy Hour
13
Household Chemical Cleanup
15
Community Clean Up IRB
17-19
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With our upcoming election, we wondered what it
takes to be a good Mayor, so we went to some
people who should know, our previous mayors.
Frank Proctor, 0 ayor (1981-1984) My philosophy as
Mayor, some 20 years later, is still unchanged.
Government should be run as a corporation. The
commission acts as the board and makes policy
and suggestions, while the city manager, like the
corporate president, carries out the policies. The
mayor acts as a chairman of the board.
Previous management experience of any kind best
prepares a person to be mayor. Other desirable
factors include education, prior government
leadership positions, good speaking skills, and most
of all, the ability to listen.
Ed Pinero, 0 ayor (1988-1990) A mayor should
understand the powers and duties described in the
City Charter, be well versed in the charter, code of
ordinances, zoning, comprehensive plan, and the
FLW
\ · V ILQDQFLDODIIDLUV
A mayor-commissioner needs to abide by the oath
they are sworn to uphold. Be fair, truthful, honest,
accountable, possess good leadership abilities, do
his/her homework and knowledgeable on the
issues. It is important to listen attentively to citizens
concerns, understand and act on them, and never
forget they are a public servant.
Jim Driscoll, 0 ayor (1990-1994) By state law, the IRB
Mayor's scope is limited. In our mayor-commissioner
form of government, the mayor is just one of five.
The commission primarily decides on policy and the
budget. He is a spokesperson for the city. Previous
people invested their time and energy to make this a
nice place to live. It is the Mayor's job to continue it.
The job was enjoyable, but challenging. Big projects
take money and planning. I was an an officer in the
military, which is a good foundation. A mayor needs
to be impartial and willing to listen.
Bob DiNicola, 0 ayor (1994-2005) The most
important quality a mayor needs is to be a good
listener and a people person. They must become
part of the whole picture by working with the other
cities, county, state and federal government, Mayors
council, Suncoast League, Chambers of Commerce,
PSTA, Utilities Companies, the Florida League of
Cities and really, anything that pertains to our city.
It is important for a Mayor to work with the City
Commissioners, run an orderly meeting and give
everyone a chance to speak. A Mayor needs to be a
consensus builder. Finally, they shouldn't make
promises they cannot keep. Decisions should be
based on information and merit, not on friendship.
Bill Ockunzzi, 0 ayor (2005-2008) In our
commission/manager form of government, the
mayor is just one of five votes. They have no special
power, other than being the presiding officer. Our
mayor does have a broader responsibility and duty
to the public because of the presiding duties, bully
pulpit and confidences they are entrusted with.
The mayor must make sure the big issues are well
advertised and well understood. The unintended
consequences of budgets, ordinances and plans
often create the biggest debacles. Good government
is in the details.
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Did You Know....
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The Public Works
Department has a
new truck. It was
budgeted for last
fiscal year, and the
cost was under
budget. The truck, a
2010 Freightliner
Goliath EZ Pack with
the most current exhaust emission standards available,
was put into service on January 19th. The driver pictured
is Joseph Floyd a 14 year veteran of the City.
_________________________________________________
6 35,1 * % 5( $ . 6 32 576 &$ 0 36 The Police Athletic
League is offering two spring break camps, a multi-sport
camp at Seminole High School and a golf camp at Airco
Golf Course. Camps run March 29 - April 2 from 8am 4pm. Ages 8-15 may participate. The cost is $50 or $70
if registering for aftercare and is due at registration. Visit
PinellasCountyPal.com for information.
___________________________________________________
) 5( ( < 2 * $ on the beach in Indian Rocks, near 22nd
Ave., Tues. & Thur. at 5pm and Sat. at 9am. Beginners
as well as the experienced are welcome. Sessions are led
by Tom Meagher and are free, call Tom at 365-4901.
___________________________________________________
: $ 7( 5&2 /2 5 &/$ 6 6 ( 6 Local artist Margareta Jacobs,
offers weekly watercolor painting classes at the
Clearwater Community Sailing Center each Tuesdays
from 9:30am to noon. Classes run through May and are
$13 per session. No registration is necessary. Call Ms
Jacobs at 517-7776.
_________________________________________________
* 5( $ 7 $ 0 ( 5,&$ 1 &/( $ 1 8 3 the nation's largest
community improvement program is March 20th. For 21
years Keep America Beautiful has staged this nationwide,
volunteer based, community improvement program to
clean our parks and beaches. Meet at the 18th Avenue
Access
at 8am to help. KeepPinellasBeautiful.org.
_________________________________________________
* 5( ( 1 ) ( 6 7 COTI will host the third Annual Greenfest
Saturday, March 20, on church property at 25th Avenue.
There will be 50 vendors, food, beer, live music, arts &
crafts and children's activities. They are still accepting
vendors. Call Christy Ward at 667-0019 for more info.
_________________________________________________
( $ 6 7( 5 ( * * + 8 1 7 7KH &LW
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Hunt, co-sponsored by the Homeowners Association, is
April 3rd, 10am at the Nature Preserve Park. Bring your
baskets and join the fun. Plan to stay for Beauty and the
Beach activities later that day!
__________________________
1 ( : 5( 9( 5( 1 ' Rev. Jim
Rapp has join the Church of
the Isles. He was raised in
Evansville, Indiana, and is the
youngest son of a college
music professor. He is a 48
year old single parent of two
teenagers. Jim's hobbies
include golf, ballroom
dancing, the Chicago Cubs,
good movies, and as many
travel vacations as possible.

I NDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

6 + ( 5,) ) · 6 /( * ,6 /$ 7,9(
$ : $ 5' State Representative
Jim Frishe was awarded the
2009 Florida Sheriff's Legislative
Award in appreciation of his
ongoing support of Florida
Sheriffs, their departments and
the services these agencies
provide. The award was
presented by Pinellas County Sheriff Jim Coats.
___________________________________________________
% 2 2 . 1 2 0 ,1 $ 7( ' ) 2 5 $ : $ 5' Harbor Drive
resident Victor Wood's recently released memoirs,
Polishing The Old Brown Shoes, has been nominated for
a 2009 Florida Book Award recognizing, and honoring,
the best Florida literature. Wood's book is one of twentyseven nominated in the Florida Nonfiction category.
Winners will be acknowledged at a ceremony on March
W
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_________________________________________________
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Then you will want to attend the annual Anona
Reunion and Fish Fry at Bonner Park, Saturday April 17th
at 11am. Call Cappy Bie at 596-5025 for information.
_________________________________________________
&$ /9$ 5< ( 3,6 &2 3$ / &+ 8 5&+ 6 $ ,/,1 * 352 * 5$ 0
,6 5( * ,6 7( 5,1 * 1 2 : Last summer, the program sold
out early last year with 56. If you are interested for this
summer,
please call now, 595-2374.
_________________________________________________
5( &< &/( -8 1 . 0 $ ,/ The IRB Post Office recently
installed blue recycling bins in the lobby so customers can
recycle all their unwanted junk mail.
_________________________________________________
6 $ 9( < 2 8 5 6 ( &2 1 ' 6 7+ 5,) 7 6 72 5( The local thrift
store operated by Church of the Isles, 210 25th Ave., has
new hours. It is now open Tuesdays (10-2), Thursdays (58) and Saturdays (10-2). They accept donations of gently
used clothing. Call 595-7769 for information.
_________________________________________________
7$ ; &5( ' ,76 Certain air conditioning units installed in
2010 may qualify for a $1500 federal tax credit. It only
applies to certain units, so call George at Hales Air
Conditioning, 398-5515 to get the details.
_________________________________________________
* 2 /) ,1 * ) 2 5 7+ ( % $ 1 ' The Seminole High School
Band is having a golf tournament Thursday, May 6 at the
Bayou Golf Club in Largo at 8:30am. Lunch is a Bar-B-Q
with a silent auction. The proceeds will help them pay for
W
KHLUW
ULS W
R EH LQW
KH 0 DF\ · V ' D\ 3DUDGH 7R SO
D\ RU
donate items for the auction, please call 365-0339.
___________________________________________________
' 2 1 $ 7( $ ' 5( 6 6 If you or your daughter has a formal
dress sitting in a closet, the
Clearwater Library is collecting
Gently Used Formal Gowns, to
provide girls in need of a dress
for the prom. Dresses should be
new or gently used, dry cleaned
and on hangers. They are
seeking dresses of all sizes,
colors and styles. Also needed
are gloves, wraps, shawls, shoes,
purses, jewelry, hair accessories,
and unopened hosiery.
Donations are being accepted
through March 15. Take them to
any Clearwater Library during
normal hours. Call 562-4970.
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Have you wondered what is happening with all the
stalled condo construction projects around town?
Da Vinci, across from the Nature Park, is sitting idle. The
developer, Orion Properties, has not finished the interior.
Due to the nature of the economy, most of the units are
not sold. David Greco of Coldwell Banker, Sun Vista
says there are three buyers on stand-by ready to move
in. At a meeting with the developer six months ago,
Orion decided to move forward with construction and
finish the building. They are hoping for a June opening.
"Condo sales on the gulf totally stopped last year," said
David Greco with Sun Vista. "But we have noticed that
they are starting to make a come back now, especially
in the new high-end market. Condos that were built in
2005 or 2006 are now 4 to 5 years old. Those that
were listed for $1.4 to $1.5 million are now available
around $900,000. That is why some are now selling."
Bella Capri has 24 units, but only three are sold. They
are priced from $900,000 to over $2 million. The three
owners are absentee, and only there on weekends.
Ocean Glen, at 7th Avenue is in limbo.
The lot between 23rd and 24th, refered to as the old
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We all love a good story, told well by an entertaining
storyteller. But when is the last time you sat to hear a
good yarn? On Sunday, 4pm on March 21st, at
Calvary Episcopal Church, 1615 1st St., members of the
Tampa Bay Storytellers' Guild will present a STORY
CONCERT. Each teller has his/her own special style of
delivery. Deborah Frethem will give you the inside story
of lovers who haunt the Don Cesar. Gene Belote has a
surprise ending to a story of love lost and found in
Pascagoula, Mississippi. Have you ever had a pet follow
you wherever you went? Ann Wilson of Indian Rocks
Beach tells a story of an unusual pet. These are just
some of the stories you will hear when you come to the
parish hall.
These talented performers will reacquaint you with how
much fun it is to let your imagination flow as you are
mesmerized by a well crafted story. This is a concert
given with an adult audience in mind, though school
age children are welcome as well. All stories are 5 to 10
minutes long, with the concert lasting about one hour.
These talented tellers will accept a love donation, based
on how much you love their stories. Contact Calvary
Church, (727) 595-2374, for further information.
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West Pinellas Little League, playing in IRB, started playing
in February. As a fundraiser, they are offering a $10
discount card good for a year of discounts at 15 local
businesses. Call Tracy Jeffries, 422-2578 to buy one.
The league still needs nine team sponsors. You can
sponsor a team for $300 per season. This includes the
sponsor name on the team's jersey, and a spot on their
website. You can put a banner on their outfield wall for
just $250 per year, which includes the cost of the
banner. Or sponsor the team with a banner for $450.
They also need coaches and volunteers. If you can help,
call Mike Kelley, this year's President, at 735-4574.
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by Commission Chair Karen Williams Seel
April 1 is an important day for the 2010
Census. It's the day the Census Bureau
takes a snapshot count of every man,
woman and child, citizen and non-citizen,
living in the United States and its territories.
Results should be available by the end of
the year.
Full participation is important as the federal government
allocates more than $400 billion annually based, in large
part, upon census data. The census also determines seats
in the U.S. House of Representatives and effects political
districts and economic development.
You'll receive a postcard soon to alert you to expect your
census survey in the mail. The official census form, mailed
in March, has only 10 questions, and should take about
10 minutes to complete. Census forms ask for the names
of individuals living at a particular address, age, gender,
race, relationship to one another and whether they are
owners or renters. Another census program counts
individuals living in group facilities such as military
installations, school dormitories, prisons, nursing homes
and assisted living facilities. There also is a program to
count our homeless population.
The law requires everyone to complete their census form
and mail it back. Backup forms will be mailed if the
original survey is not returned. Then the canvassing begins,
with census workers visiting households that do not return
their questionnaires.
Be wary of people who may claim to be census workers,
but are not. Legitimate census workers carry an
identification badge, a hand-held device, a Census Bureau
canvas bag and confidentiality notice. If someone claiming
to be from the Census Bureau comes to your front door,
always ask to see their official ID. Never let anyone you
don't know come into your home.
Official census forms or census workers will not ask for
your social security number, bank account number or
credit card information. Forms will be mailed to your
address; you will not be surveyed over the phone. The
only time you might be contacted by phone is to verify
information noted on the printed form. The Census
Bureau will not ask for information by e-mail.
If you have any questions about the census, including
information on temporary, part-time jobs available, call the
regional census center at (800) 432-1495 or call our own
Pinellas County Planning Department at (727) 464-8200.
You can also visit www.census.gov/2010census. Look for
your 2010 Census form in the mail soon. We move
forward when you send it back.
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5 simple things you can do to be fire safe:
l ' RQ
· W2 YHUO
RDG D &LUFXLW + RZ P XFK GR \ RX KDYH
plugged into the outlets on the same circuits?
l 5HGXFH W
KH ´ ) LUH /RDGµ : KHUH < RX 6W
RUH 7KLQJ V : KHQ
did you last take the newspapers to the recycling bin?
l Use Proper Wiring For Outdoor Lighting: Extension
cords are NOT permanent wiring!
l Have a Fire/Disaster Plan: Make sure everybody gets
out and STAYS OUT! And practice drills for escape.
l Make Sure Your Smoke Detectors Work: Don't just
change the battery or, worse yet, take the battery out
because the detector keeps going off!
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By Gordon Obarski, Broker Associate
Doiron Realty Services on the Beach

In 2009, nearly 1 in 4 (23%) of the total 96 single-family
homes LISTED in Indian Rocks Beach were on distressed
properties (lis pendens, foreclosures, short sales, bank
owned). And, in terms of single-family home SALES closed,
nearly 1 in 3 (30%) was a foreclosure. In Madeira Beach,
by contrast, over 40% of their single-family home listings
and a whopping 51% of their single family sales for 2009
involved troubled properties. Keep in mind, too, that in
addition to the total 43 total distressed properties LISTED
in IRB last year, there were another 59 properties that fit
the category but were NOT listed with a realtor.
How have foreclosures affected the average sale price of
an IRB home? The average sale for non-foreclosure singlefamily homes in IRB was $514,460 and the average sale
for their distressed counterparts was $342,741, 33% lower.
How are condos faring in terms of distressed listings and
sales? There is less of a discrepancy between the average
sale price of a condo unit in good standing in IRB and that
of a distressed unit. The average sale price of a distressed
condo was $286,772 while non-distressed sales averaged
$337,758--only 18% higher.
Of the 100 total IRB condo LISTINGS in 2009, 21% were
on foreclosed units, which is the highest percentage of
condo foreclosures to listings among the neighboring
beach communities. The next highest was Indian Shores at
just under 19%. Treasure Island's foreclosure percentage of
condo listings was lower at 15%, only to be outdone by
Belleair Beach with only 7% of their condo sales being
foreclosures.
How does IRB's foreclosure situation compare to nonbeach communities? In Seminole, 62% of all single-family
homes listed resulted in a 2009 sale. That is well above
IRB, where 42% of single-family listings were sold during
the year. In the case of Seminole; however, nearly half
(45%) of total single-family home sales and over 1/3
(34%) of Seminole condo sales occurred on distressed
properties, which is noticeably higher than the percentages
in IRB.
Are distressed properties selling better in IRB than nondistressed? Yes. Over 54% of all distressed single-family
homes listed in IRB resulted in a sale while only 35% of
non-distressed listings sold. Condos show the same trends
meaning that potential buyers are still looking for "steals."
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2010 HAPPY HOURS
Homeowners Happy Hours continue at
the following restaurants:
March 11: Tapas Garden Restaurant
April 8: Red Lion
May 13: Coasters
These FREE Happy Hours are 6-7:30 pm the second
Thursday of the month. Visit IRBhome.com for info.
The Osprey Nesting Pole
The Homeowners donated $475 to help cover the cost
of installing the pole used to save the Osprey nest.
Bike Racks The 20 bikes racks ordered last month have
arrived. Look for them
to be installed at area
businesses soon!
Miniature Golf Last
month about 25
Homeowners played
braved the weather to
play Miniature Golf at
Smugglers Cove in
Indian Shores last
month. Shown here are some of the participants.
House of Excellence Award was awarded to Mike Dodaro,
311 Harbor Drive Indian Rocks Beach. Nominated by
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anyone else would have torn down and tastefully made it
over into a beautiful beach home. He took an eye soar
property and made it into something that is perfectly
compatible and very complimentary to our community. I
know if you speak to the neighbors or see before and after
pictures you will get rave reviews from the local
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Movies in the Park March 13, weather permitting.
Guppy· s Gulfside Gallop, 5k Run and 1 Mile fun Walk is
April 4 at 8am at the Indian Rocks Beach County Park.
The Race is directly on the BEACH! Early Registration,
now through Sunday, March 28th - $15.00, includes a
Race T-Shirt; Monday, March 29th - Race Day $20.00.
Visit www.irbhome.com for registration forms.
Easter Egg Hunt April 3 10am, Nature Park, Gulf Blvd.
Movies on the Beach April 10, weather permitting.
Biggest Beach Party Ever! April 24, Music, Food, Beer
and Wine on the beach at the County Park 6 - 11pm.
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Upcoming Events:
l The Spring Intracoastal Clean Up - March 13th join us
as we clean the local islands and waterways. Everyone is
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on someone else's.
l Boat to Gator's Cafe - Sunday, April 18th
l Caladesi Island Party - Sunday, May 2nd
l Boat to 551 Restaurant & Sandbar - Saturday, Jun 12th
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third Thursday each month. The next two meetings are
March 18 and April 15. Happy Hour starts at 6pm and
the meeting starts at 7pm. Everyone is welcome and
there are no fees. If you have ideas for outings or guest
speakers, email us BoatClub@IRBhome.com call Bob
Griffin, 517-1997. Visit IRBhome.com for more info.

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

2 8 5 ) 8 78 5( 0 $ 6 6 75$ 1 6 ,7
by R.B. Johnson, Chairman PSTA
We are poised for dramatic changes in the way we move
around the Tampa Bay area. The prospects have never been
brighter for creating significant improvements in mass
transit, utilizing a variety of modes across a wide stretch of
our region. The dominant factor has been the decisions
made by leaders coordinating transportation planning at
such agencies as the Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority
(PSTA), the Pinellas County Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO), and the Tampa Bay Area Regional
Transportation Authority (TBARTA). Over the past several
years a consensus has emerged among those involved that
we cannot afford to continue lagging behind other major
metro areas. These areas have progressed much more
rapidly in building transportation systems, and virtually all
have integrated rail projects in their current and future plans.
Unfortunately, our region only recently made a serious effort
to remain competitive in this regard -- and make no mistake
about it, we are in an economic competition with every
metro region for jobs, investment, and potential corporate
relocations. (Detroit and Tampa Bay are now the only top 25
metro areas without major rail systems.) We are finally
giving this quality of life issue the attention it deserves.
On both sides of the bay, plans are moving forward for a
potential rail system that would be linked by a crossing on a
new span of the Howard Frankland Bridge. Since rail
systems never function in isolation, plans are also being
developed to improve the Pinellas and Hillsborough bus
networks so that transit service will be seamless, rapid, and
frequent. To pay for this, new funding sources will have to be
found. Pinellas County is looking at holding a referendum in
2012 asking voters to add up to a penny to the sales tax to
fund these improvements. Part of this proposal may involve
eliminating the portion of property tax bills that goes towards
PSTA. Tax reform along these lines would spread out the cost
of improvements over a wider spectrum and include tourists.
TBARTA, in existence for a little over two years, is playing a
key role in coordinating transit projects across a seven
county west coast of Florida area. They recently joined PSTA,
the Pinellas MPO, and the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) to begin a major corridor study to
determine the path of the light rail system from downtown
Clearwater to the Gateway area and on to downtown St.
Petersburg, with the link to Tampa. This is a crucial first step
in a long planning process mandated by the Federal Transit
Administration (FTA). Pinellas County is finally getting in line
to receive federal funding for its own rail system rather than
being automatically bypassed in favor of other metro areas.
The news of high speed rail funding for a line between
Tampa and Orlando is a dramatic development scarcely
anticipated a year ago. This project will not only expand
transportation options across the state but will serve to focus
federal attention on all of our Bay area transit plans. It now
becomes more likely that federal funding will flow towards
rail projects in Pinellas and Hillsborough Counties to make
the transportation network function more effectively.
The next big step for Pinellas County is a transit summit
planned for March 22 at the Hilton St. Petersburg Carillon
Park. At this meeting, public and private partners and
stakeholders will review the status of our local projects
and also be informed about the prospective tax
referendum in 2012. We look forward to a great turnout,
and those interested in participating should contact Jessica
Eilerman at jeilerman@stpete.com.

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

0 $ < 2 5 6 ( /( &7,2 1

0 $ 5&+

There is a city election this month. Two commissioners,
-RDQQH ´ &RRNLHµ . HQQHG\ DQG ' DQLHO7RUUHV UDQ
unopposed for re-election. Two candidates are running
for Mayor.
R.B. JOHNSON (incumbent), is a
graduate of Rice University with
degrees in History and Political
Science. He has been on the City
Commission since 2000 and has
been the Mayor for the past two
years. R.B. has served on the
Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority
(PSTA) Board of Directors (2002 to
present) as Secretary/Treasurer
and now Chairperson, Chair of
the Beautification Board (19972000), and a Board Member of IRB Historical Society. He
has been a member of Action 2000, IRB Civic Assoc.,
Beach Art Center, Friends of the Library, IRB Executive
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1989, he has spearheaded volunteer plantings of sea oats
and other native beach vegetation. Johnson, single has
lived in Indian Rocks Beach since 1989. His family has
lived here since the 1930s and their previous home is now
the IRB Historical Museum. His current profession is Real
Estate Management.
DON HOUSE is a graduate of
the University of South Florida
with a B.A. in Finance. He served
on IRB's Planning & Zoning
Board from 2006-2009 and
volunteers for various IRB
Homeowners Association
functions. House is self-employed
managing his residential and
commercial properties.
Previously, Don worked for the
IRS and Comptroller of the
Currency for the U.S. Treasury and has constructed
hundreds of nightclubs across the country. Married for
37 years, Don has two children and twin grandchildren.
He lives in a little Beach Trail house that has been in his
family for over four decades. Don's Web site is
www.houseirb.com and his blog (BLOGhouse) is
www.houseirb.blogspot.com
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Cory Cannarozzi, 7, of Indian Rocks Beach presented the Beach Community Food
Pantry with $263 from the sale of his Christmas CD "Sing For Their Supper". Chuck
Pond of the Food Pantry was on hand to accept the donation. Cory sang and
performed piano with his sister Emily and neighbor, Gwynne English. He recorded
the CDs on his father's equipment which is used for a voiceover business.
What started as a community service project for his 2nd grade class at Oakhurst
Elementary School, grew into an extraordinary effort to provide Christmas dinners
for needy families. After learning that it takes $30 to feed a family, Cory's original
goal was to produce and sell 10 CDs at $3 each. After an overwhelming
response from the community, the children sold over 80 CDs, raising enough
money to feed more than eight families. After listening back to Charlie Brown on
Cory, his sister Emily, and neighbor
the CD asking if "anyone knows what Christmas is all about," Cory said, "THIS is
Gwynne English
what Christmas is all about!"
This Easter, the Food Pantry will again be providing holiday meals to local families in need. Non-perishable food and
monetary donations are being accepted at the Calvary Episcopal Church office Mon-Fri 9am to 4pm. The Food
Pantry is open at the church Mon, Wed, and Fri 10 am to Noon. For details, go to calvaryirb.org or call 595-2374.
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Early in January, a pair
of nesting Osprey were
ejected from their new
nest on the Indian
Rocks Bridge, and
rendered homeless.
The FDOT (controller of
the bridge) tore down
and destroyed the nest.
Several citizens who
witnessed the
destruction of the nest
and the birds'
subsequent confusion
and agitation called Indian Rocks Beach city commissioners
to complain.
Commissioner Terry Hamilton-Wollin, realizing the Ospreys
were rebuilding in the same location, knew a repeat
performance by FDOT was imminent. She contacted Pepe
Garcia, Bridge Project Engineer, to lodge a complaint and
asked for cooperation as she tried to work out a plan.
Garcia cited the safety concerns. Hamilton-Wollin pointed
out that the removal permit called for the building of a
"superior" nest close to the original site. Garcia suggested
Indian Rocks, pay for the new nest, but he promised no
action would be taken unless he notified Commissioner
Hamilton-Wollin first.
Garcia was true to his word. On Wednesday, January 20th,
Commissioner Hamilton-Wollin received a phone message
from Garcia that FDOT would be on the bridge the
following morning to "photograph" the nest. That morning
the commissioner, the press and several citizens assembled
on the bridge to monitor the action. FDOT trucks were
parked at the foot of the bridge, but Commissioner
Hamilton-Wollin was again told they would only
photograph, not remove, the nest. Reassured, she left for
her job in Madeira Beach. Before she arrived at work, she
learned FDOT had removed the nest. A member of the
press prevailed upon the workers to preserve the nest,
knowing that there were plans to try to help the birds.
Phone calls were made to the Seabird Sanctuary, Florida
Fish and Wildlife (who issues the removal permits and
bears the responsibility for the protection of Osprey,) and
the Audubon Society. The next phone call was to IRB Public
Services Director Dean Scharmen, who told Commissioner
Hamilton-Wollin, "We're going to make this happen!"
In less than an hour the community came together and
l A pole was donated by the City of Clearwater
l A nesting box was donated by a local Boy Scout troop
l The removed nest was returned to the area
l The labor cost were pledged by private donations
l FDOT approved permits allowing it in the preserve
l The Audubon Society pledged the services of a raptor
specialist to oversee nest installation
Friday morning dawned foggy and cold. Scharmen and
Clearwater Audubon Society raptor expert,Barbara Walker,
were already there. The birds were nowhere to be seen and
the concern was they had left the area. But work
proceeded. By 5pm, the nest was installed, but would the
birds return and accept the new nest? Finally, in the fog,
someone shouted, "Look!" as one Osprey sailed over the
nest, curious and interested. Soon the other Osprey
investigate as well. Delighted onlookers scrambled up onto
the bridge. Minutes later one Osprey, and then the other,
settled into their new home in Indian Rocks Beach.
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Restaurant News....
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Clisset has a better idea,
Eat Naturally! Clisset, an
IRB resident, opened Cafe
Naturel in January. He
serves sandwiches, salads,
soup, seafood, smoothies,
snacks, wraps, pita, and
special beverages. Many
ingredients are organic.
They are located in the
Sand Dollar Plaza on the corner of Gulf Blvd and
Walsingham.
Look for the yellow umbrellas.
_________________________________________________
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Blvd, in the Sand Dollar Plaza on the corner of
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family owns delis and hoagie shops in South Jersey.
They know how to make great Philly's, and they already
have pizza makers on staff. The store will be for eat-in,
take out and even delivery to the beaches.
_________________________________________________
-' · 6 % $ &. 32 5&+
The back porch at JD's
Restaurant has now been
open for five years. The
anniversary party was
February 6th. Owner Kip
Downing says it has
been a big success.
_____________________
92 7( ) 2 5 < 2 8 5
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next newsletter will be
our annual 'Restaurant
Issue. Inside this issue is a ballot to vote for your favorite
local restaurant. Please complete it and mail or fax it to
us by March 31st. The results will be presented in the
next newsletter and plaques will be awarded to the
winners.
If you did not get a ballot, call 517-1997.
_________________________________________________
-( 58 6 $ /( 0 ' ( /, is finishing construction and hopes
to open this month. Located at 311 Gulf Blvd., they will
have a complete deli, and a pizza shop next door.
_________________________________________________
1 ( : % $ 5 ,1 72 : 1 Tapas Garden Restaurant
installed a new, old bar in their front room. It came
from the old Tides Resort in Redington Beach. It is said
Marilyn Monroe and Joe DiMaggio drank at this bar.
Tapas Garden recently began offering a new Happy
Hour with 2 for 1 house wines and $5 tapas from
4-6pm, 7 days a week.
_________________________________________________
&$ ) ( GH 3$ 5,6 8 3' $ 7( Owners Xavier and Valerie
are working with a new attorney. Their deadline to close
the bakery, and return to France, has been extended
until June. They still hope to persuade the US embassy
to
reverse their decision and allow them to stay.
_________________________________________________
1 ( : 5( 6 7$ 8 5$ 1 7 ) ,9( ) ,9( 2 1 ( opened the end
of January in the old Shells Seafood, at the north end of
the Clearwater Pass Bridge. The outside deck, called the
Sand Bar, has been rebuilt and holds over 180 people.
It will be open daily from 11am to midnight. It is a
great place to catch the sunset.
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PHI?LAN?THRO?PY---Pronunciation [fi-lan-thruh-pee]
(-noun,)---altruistic (the principle or practice of unselfish
concern for or devotion to the welfare of others) concern
for human welfare and advancement, usually manifested
by donations of money, property, or work to needy
persons, by endowment of institutions of learning and
hospitals, and by generosity to socially useful purposes.
The above definition from dictionary.com may have
limited the source of philanthropy to learning institutions
and hospitals but as we all know, philanthropy can and
does originate from many other sources. Corporations,
governments, foundations, service organizations (such as
Rotary, Kiwanis, Shriners, and the Lions), small
businesses and most importantly individuals, all play a
huge role in defining the term.
The Rotary Club of IRB is proud of its 11 year
commitment to the principles of philanthropy and we
thank all of you who have supported us on the way.
Did you know?---- The first fundraising drive in North America took place
at Harvard University in 1643 and brought in 500
pounds (we were still English subjects at the time).
Volunteers referred to it as "begging".
- Benjamin Franklin was an early philanthropist. He
founded the first colonial public library in 1731 so that
those with limited resources could improve their lives
through reading.
- George Peabody is considered the father of modern
philanthropy. In 1867 he established the Peabody

Education Fund, which provides money for construction,
endowments, scholarships teacher education and
industrial training to help the south recover from the
devastation of the Civil War.
- 89% of all U.S. households give an average of $1620
to charity each year.
- Private philanthropy accounted for more than $49 billion
flowing into developing nations in 2007. 75% of all private
philanthropic giving that year came from the U.S.
- 86 percent of wealthy donors said they are most
motivated to give by the notion of "meeting critical needs"
and 83 percent said "giving back to society" is motivational.
- The largest private foundation (based on asset size) in
the U.S is the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation--$38.9
billion. Second is the Ford Foundation at $11 billion.
- The top American Philanthropist (based on estimated
lifetime giving) is Warren Buffet ($40.7 billion). Second is
Bill and Melinda Gates ($27.6 billion).
Top five reasons why people give:
- Because they are asked, or presented a giving opportunity
- Compassion for those in need
- Personally believe in the cause
- Affected by the cause
- To give back to their community
We encourage our readers who feel that the
time has come to participate in the
philanthropy of Rotary, to join us for breakfast
any Wednesday at 7:15am at Jimmy Guana's (Holiday Inn
Harbourside). We have a diverse, intriguing and very
successful group of members who will make you feel at
home. No pressure, just fellowship. Breakfast is on us.
David Kline, Past President,
Indian Rocks Beach Rotary Club, 727-593-2605
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Chicago based sculptor, Bob Emser is creating stunning artwork for the new Belleair
Causeway Bridge project. It consists of a suite of three sculptures that are inspired by
the nautical architect of sailboats that one could frequently see in the inner coastal
waterways between Belleair and Belleair Beach.
As in all of his work, the approach is simple elegance. The sculptures will use gentle
curves to compliment the curves of the new bridge. Two sculptures will stand together on
the West side of Belleair Beach and one large sculpture on the East side near Belleair. The
taller of the two will stand 24 feet tall and the smaller ones will be 8 and 9 feet tall.
All the sculptures will have internal lighting, a somewhat lantern-like approach. Emser's
creative addition will make the work visible at all times of day. The materials are stainless
steel, aluminum, with epoxy finishes. These materials are all non-corrosive and will stand
up to the intense Florida sun. The result is low-maintenance and durable works of art.
The partnership was created after Emser responded to
Pinellas County's request for qualifications and was chosen
out of a pool of over a 100 national sculptors. He brings a lot of expertise and
knowledge to the project. Born in 1954, Bob Emser is an international sculptor, with
exhibits on 4 continents, 7 countries and 27 states in the U.S. His extensive body of
work, dating back to 1978, can be seen in cities and municipalities, sculpture parks,
museums and institutions of higher learning. During his 30 year career he has served as
a visiting artist and has taught at several universities, held a tenured professorship, and
founded a not-for-profit art center that is still in existence. He has also served as the
executive director of Chicago's international sculpture exhibition, Pier Walk. Currently he
is the president of Chicago Sculpture International, the local affiliate of International
Sculpture Center, on whose Board of Directors he has served. Emser focuses his full
time efforts creating sculptures for public and private spaces and is represented by
Marlborough Gallery in New York and the David Weinberg Gallery in Chicago.
The sculptures are expected to be installed by the begining of March.
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Business Briefs....
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by Patty Donovan
35 years ago, the
Indian Rocks Beach
Library opened on
November 16,
1974. The book
collection consisted
of 220 books
purchased at a
Clearwater library
book sale with cash
donations, plus
books donated by
citizens.
The initial push for establishing the library coalesced within
the Homeowners Association, which set up a Library
Committee. Committee co-chairs Margaret Olson and
Inez Wissman held the first meeting. Ten days later, that
committee was dissolved, and The Friends of the Library
Association, Inc. was created. On May 14, 1974 the first
meeting of the Friends of the Library was held. Ms. Olson
was elected president. She is pictured above with thenmayor Saunders Smith cutting the ribbon on opening day.
The Friends petitioned the city commission for $3500 to
cover construction costs, furnishings and supplies, and on
May 20th the city commission actually appropriated
$5,000. By mid-June, city workers and volunteers were
preparing space in the northwest corner of the City
Auditorium to house the library.
As the library holdings increased, it moved into space
formerly occupied by the city public works department.
Volunteers built the shelves to help keep costs down.
In 1993, long-time Friends volunteer Jane Bash
bequeathed almost $40,000 to the Friends of the Library.
A search for a larger location began. The City agreed to
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the county sheriff took over those functions. That space,
adjacent to the city auditorium, was some 300 square feet
larger than the existing library area.
The Jane Bash bequest served as the catalyst for
development of the library we know today. The Friends of
the Library Board of Directors, the building department
and an architect worked to pull renovation plans together.
Oakhurst Construction Company handled the
construction. The Library Board, headed by Bets Driscoll,
created special committees to guide various aspects of the
project, such as the Children's Room, the Reference Room,
and the Jane Bash Reading Room. Volunteers including
citizens and city employees did the actual moving - a
monumental job. It was dedicated in 1995.
Today, the IRB Library continues to serve the citizens of
Indian Rocks Beach and nearby towns, especially young
people and others who don't always have the ability to get
to mainland library facilities. In 1995, operations were
computerized. Computers were acquired for public use in
2001 and replaced in 2008.
In 2007, at the urging of the Friends of the Library, the city
hired a full-time librarian. The Friends continue to provide
volunteers to staff the 41 hours the library is currently open
to the public and sponsor special programs. The current
Library collection includes over 21,600 volumes plus
reference materials, DVD movies and newspapers.

1 ( ( ' $ % ,. ( "
The Indian Rocks
Beach Cycles
opened on the
corner of Gulf Blvd
at Walsingham in
the Sand Dollar
Plaza. They offer
sales, rentals and
repairs. Adam
Schwartz
is the owner. Call them at 230-4819.
_________________________________________________
2 8 7 2 ) * $ 6 The Shell Gas Station at the corner of Gulf
Blvd. and Walsingham has sold no gas since December
because their tanks are outdated. 19 years ago, the state
banned single-wall tanks. Businesses had until Jan. 2010,
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locations in Tampa Bay still need to be replaced.
Businesses have until March to upgrade, close off the
tanks, or face fines. Employees have been told the tanks
would be replaced in February.
_________________________________________________
& & &/( $ 1 ( 56 ' $ 0 $ * ( ' In January, a car drove
through the front of C&C Cleaners, 14100 Walsingham
Rd. Luckily, it was during the evening and no one was in
the store. The car went all the way in, pushing the front
counter into the wall. C&C Cleaners is owned by IRB
residents Carl and Carol Hawkins. They are still open
and rebuilding with a reinforced front wall.
_________________________________________________
1 ( : &,* $ 5 6 72 5( Smoke and Brew cigar store, with
package beer and wine sales is opening mid-March in
Keegans Plaza. It is owned by Adam McLean, publisher
of
the Beach Scene, a local beach newspaper.
_________________________________________________
$

1 ( : 6 3$ called e-Spa should be open by March 1st
at 2300 Gulf Blvd, near Thai Pan Alley. This will be a
full service spa for hair, skin and massage. It is also
owned by IRB resident Adam McLean of Beach Scene
_________________________________________________
6 + 2 ( 6 ) 2 5 + $ ,7, Foot Solutions at Largo Mall, on
behalf of Soles4Souls, an international shoe charity, is
asking the public to drop off gently used shoes or
contribute money for the victims of the earthquake in
Haiti. Call 585-4200. Visit TampabayFootSolutons.com.
_________________________________________________
0 2 5( &,* $ 56 Another cigar store is planned for the
strip center at 1401 Gulf Blvd. Called Old Florida Cigar
and Wine Company, they have been approved for
package beer and wine sales.
_________________________________________________
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ABOVE AND BEYOND TRAVEL located in Belleair Bluffs
is now 20 years old. Many clients, who enjoy that old
fashioned personal touch, have been with them from
the beginning. Owner Debbie Schwab, 595-5443, is
married to Randy Schwab of the IRB Public Works
Department
INDIAN ROCKS TACKLE 55 YEARS OLD, Located at
1301 Gulf Blvd, it was opened in 1955 by Jim Frank.
He lived in the next door, where Pajano's is. The IRB
Pier, which collapsed in 1985, was almost directly
across the street. Donna and Bill Greenway bought it in
April of 1971, and have been running it ever since.
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On Land - Many plants suffered freeze damage from the
recent weather. The leaves may turn brown and die, but
leave them alone until you see new growth in the spring.
Pruning is tough on plants. Your plants need to use their
energy to recover from the cold, instead of healing from a
severe pruning. You can remove dead leaves, but they
may provide some protection if we get more freezing
weather. If you are worried your the plant is dead, lightly
scrape an area of bark, if it is green it is still alive.
Certain plants like bananas, impatiens and begonias have
probably collapse. Removed them to prevent fungal or
bacterial problems caused they rot. Banana trees will
usually send up new plants in the spring.
Your lawn may have damaged too. St. Augustine grass is
the most sensitive to cold temperatures. The grass may
look wilted, turn whitish and then black. Wait until spring
to really know if it is dead. It could look like it needs water,
but the grass is dormant and it will not help.
In the Gulf - We had the second
lowest recorded water
temperature on record. The
Gulf dipped to 48 degrees. A
week after the cold weather,
dead fish of all sizes were
floating in the Intracoastal and
washing up on our beaches.
Sea turtles were also stunned by
the cold water and many were A cold, stunned green sea
Iound near 18th Ave.,
taken to the Clearwater Marine turtle,
by John and Suzanne Thayer.
Aquarium for emergency care. They took it to the Clearwater
Here is what local fishermen
Aquarium, who released it
aIter it recovered.
had to say:
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- "We did
have a fish kill in January, but it could have been much
worse. Local fish had a couple of weeks to acclimate to
the cold water before the deep freeze. Because of that,
most of the fish made it just fine. Snook took a hit, but
most will recover. The good news is spring is almost here
and fishing is great. Grouper season opens in April."
&DSW7RP . DQ H 7 . DW&KDUW
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- "Most dead
fish I have seen were bait fish, thread fin herring, and lady
fish. On the beach, we had a lot of lane snapper. I only
saw a couple of small grouper and mangrove snapper
and a lot of cat fish. I heard a lot of snook died but I did
not see that many."
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- "This is part
of Mother Nature's way of controlling things. The water did
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The inshore fish really were shocked. The larger fish are in
deeper water. Crabs bury in the mud for protection. Fish
don't want to eat. I saw much worst fish kills in 1977 and
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tarpon migrating early. Our next big worry is the Red Tide
that comes after an el nino's early warming."
How did the cold affect area restaurants? According to
Matt Loder of Crabby Bills, "Seafood supply was down, but
so was the number of customers. Certain types of fish
were in short supply but have rebounded. Stone crabs just
bury themselves deep in the mud, so we did not have
much loss. But the cold weather causes claw meat to stick
to their shells. When the water temperature is below 50
degrees, we don't like to buy them. Customers also
hibernate when it is cold, but we are experiencing a thaw
now. Business is picking up."
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BUSINESS
ENHANCEMENT
PROGRAM A SUCCESS. The grant program established
by A2K was able to help several businesses in IRB with
monetary assistance toward the cost of new signage. To
date, $8,000 has been awarded to these fine
businesses: Blue Water Beach Rental, Cay Pointe,
Crabby Bill's, Nekton Surf Shop/Plaza, Sara's Seaside,
the Island Shop, and Wabi Sabi. Approval is pending for
Sand Key Realty. Although the program has come to an
end, the results will be long-lasting, visible
improvements along Gulf Blvd for all to enjoy.
VALENTINE DINNER DANCE "LOVE WILL KEEP US
TOGETHER" HELD. ON FEBRUARY 13TH
Once again the inside of City Hall was transformed into
a glittering ball room
to accommodate a
"Sell Out" crowd. The
dinner was provided
by Cater Express and
a live band, De Leon
Entertainment kept
people dancing all
night long. Our ever
so popular Plein Aire
Cottage Artists
donated a painting by
Mary Rose Holmes for a live auction conducted by Jim
Labadie. It was entitled "Love Shack" and a poem in
honor of the occasion was written and read by Helen
Tilston. The photo above is the Valentine Committee.
OSPREY NESTING POLE
Action 2000 was proud to help save the Osprey nest by
donating $475 toward the cost of installing the pole.
NEXT EVENT - ARBOR DAY EVE MIXER
WE'RE GOING GREEN!!
A2K is planning a party for our
friends and neighbors in IRB, with
participation from our City's
Environmental Stewardship Board.
Come and mingle, enjoy delicious
appetizers, and great music.
Beverages, Beer and Wine will be
available for purchase from the
restaurant hosting our event: T.J'S
Italian Cafe.
We'll have some
Green SurSrises Too.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
DATE: Thursday, April 29th, 2010
PLACE: TJ's Italian Cafe, 1515 Gulf Blvd.
TIME: 6:00 pm
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Get in the spirit! Dress in Green! Fun For all. $100.00
Cash prize for the BEST Green Costume!!
For more details, information, or to support IRB Action
2000 and our future Beautification Projects, please
check out our website: www.irbacton2000.com
Eric Meyer, President Indian Rocks Beach Action 2000
727-744-0123, findericmeyer@tampabay.rr.com
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District 54
No doubt about it, it's a tough economy
right now. People are struggling
throughout the state of Florida and the
nation. State and local budgets have been
slashed in response to weakening tax revenues. These
cuts have affected many areas of our lives, from road
improvement projects being put on hold, to more
expensive license tag fees.
So, it was welcome news to find out that Florida public
schools rank 8th in the nation - a huge leap from 31st
just three years ago - in Education Week magazine's
annual "Quality Counts" report that was just released
this month. The Sunshine State improved markedly in
the area of student achievement. The ranking
recognized that test scores have improved in Florida
and that the state is closing the achievement gap
between poor children and their more fortunate peers.
In addition, the state did better in the way it funds
schools, getting credit for its equal distribution of money
to school districts.
All these improvements occurred even though Florida's
public schools started this school year with $418 less
per child than they had at the start of the 2007-08
school year, and $1,000 less per child than the national
average. Our schools have made so much progress
because the legislature invested heavily in teacher
training, literacy coaches and math and reading
programs, and also because our students are working
hard and putting in their best efforts.
Florida is 39th in the nation in terms of the percentage
of its budget earmarked for public education. This may
be because we have a higher percentage of our
population that is low income or elderly that requires a
substantial outlay of funds for healthcare. So in
essence, we are getting the best bang for the buck with
our education dollars out of any state in the nation.
The data indicates that we are on the right path. We
are providing our children with good learning
environments and granting them access to a quality
education. Our teachers are working hard to challenge
and encourage our students to reach the next level,
move on to the next goal. We should take pride in our
school's successes and the hard work that has gotten us
to where we are today.
We must be mindful though that there is always room
for improvement. Our children hold the keys to our
future and we should make sure we provide them with
every tool available to make it a bright one.
As always, your input is welcome. You can contact me
at jim.frishe@myfloridahouse.gov.
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The office of Beth Carlson, MD, a physician with
Morton Plant Mease Primary Care, Inc., was incorrectly
referred to in the last issue as a "walk-in clinic." Dr.
Carlson's office is not a walk-in clinic, but rather a
primary care physician's office specializing in Family
Medicine. We are pleased to inform you, however, that
Dr. Carlson does have immediate appointments
available and is currently accepting new patients.
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