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Pictured above is the Scharrer Homestead on Caladesi Island. The inset photo below is of a young Myrtle Sharrer and her father.

The “King” of Caladesi
Names on maps are clues to aspects of history. North of
Clearwater Beach, on Caladesi Island, a canal and a
bayou bear the name Scharrer. This was once the
beloved home of Hans Heinrich Schaerer (1858-1934).
He traveled from Zurich, Switzerland to the United States
in 1883, on a mission to visit a Swiss settlement in
Wisconsin to share the family expertise in cheese making
and dairy farming. After fulfilling his contract he
journeyed on across the continent, traveling by train,
stagecoach, often on foot or by horse back, working
along the way. By early 1888 he was employed as a
carpenter to help build the Tampa Bay Hotel and had
anglicized his name to Henry Scharrer. Having grown up
on the shores of Lake Zurich, Henry was proficient with
handling boats. While taking a shake down sailing cruise
out of Tampa Bay, a squall forced him to take shelter.
This is how he first came to the bayou on the south end
of Caladesi. Henry was a self taught naturalist and was
especially enamored with birds. When he first discovered
Caladesi, it was the height of the spring migration. The
island woods were filled with beautiful warblers, vibrant
blue indigo buntings and scarlet tanagers. The geography
of the protected bayou and the accessability to the
communities of Dunedin and Clearwater, helped him
decided to pursue citizenship and establish a homestead
there; thus the bayou became known as Scharrer’s. The
canal that bears his name was dug through the
mangrove by him with shovel and ax to lessen the rowing
trip to town.

Even though the railroad had just come to town, it was
still a pioneer era on Caladesi. Choosing to live on a
barrier island added additional elements of difficulty. All
supplies had to be transported by sail or rowboat. But the
location and the lifestyle appealed to Henry. He was
capable, healthy and had the skills required to live in a
self sufficient manner.
Mr. Scharrer was a congenial person as evidenced by the
steady stream of visitors that flocked to the island, just
like the birds, to pay him a visit. The Belleview Hotel, and
hotels in Dunedin and Clearwater, were drawing wealthy
northerners during the winter months. These “snow birds”
were eager to be entertained and to view the sights and
beauty of Florida. They enjoyed coming to see the man
living at the island. Henry would drop what he was doing
and take his visitors on a tour, along cleared pathways,
to see island landmarks including the Seven Sisters, fresh
water pond, Harp Tree, Indian Mounds, the outer beach,
Eagles nest and heron rookery. Henry would answer
questions regarding the plants,
animals, shells and fish.
Hospitality was shared at picnic
tables set up out of doors beneath
the sabal palm grove and
spreading limbs of the live oak
trees. Henry fished, smoked
mullet, cultivated a garden, raised
bees and hogs; pursuing all
activities required to living at a
homestead.
Henry called the hammock area
near his home, “The Cathedral.”
The oaks there were draped with
moss and decked out with orchids,
lichens, resurrection plant, ball
moss and tillandsia. This area was
Continued on page 3
treated as a sacred place.
Story and photos printed by permission from Terry Fortner.
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CleaRWaTeR BeaCh
neighBoRhood neWsleTTeR
This is our 17th Clearwater Beach
Neighborhood Newsletter. We started
this publication in December of 2009.
You will find articles and local
information about the Beach area
inside. We call it a Neighborhood
Newsletter because it is primarily
about your neighborhood, Clearwater
Beach. It is mailed it to the entire zip
code of 33767 including Island Estates
and Sand Key.
We want your input. How did you like
this issue? What suggestions do you
have for future issues and articles?
We hope you enjoy this newsletter. We
call it a “Neighborhood Newsletter”
because it is about Clearwater Beach,
your neighborhood. It is mailed to
about 5,000 households and includes
Island Estates and Sand Key. We
publish this edition six times a year.
Call or email us,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-517-1997
bob@griffindirectories.com
see You again in deCemBeR!
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CleaRWaTeR YaChT CluB . . . 447-6000
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october

Stone Crab Season Begins
15
Clearwater Jazz Holiday
18-21
Schools Closed
19
Keep Pinellas Beautiful
20
Country Jubilee Heritage Village 20
Clearwater Jazz Art N Walk 20-21
Clearwater Bch Chamber Golf Tourn. 22
Stone Crab Festivals
25-28
Blast Friday Downtown
26
Chalk Walk Beach Walk
26-28
Johns Pass Seafood Fest
26-28
Clearwater Beach Assn Fall Picnic 27
Country Jubilee Heritage Village 27
Halloween Carnival Rec Center
30
Halloween
31
Boo Bash Brighthouse Field
31
Sea Turtle Nesting Season Ends 31

NoVember

Property Tax Bills Mailed
1
Clearwater Historical Society Fish Fry 3
Daylight Savings Time Ends
4
Presidential Election
6
Circle to Circle Bar Hop
9
RibFest
9-11
Tri Rock Triathlon
11
Christmas Under the Oaks
11
Veteran’s Day
11
Sundays In Belleair Outdoor Concert 11
End of Hurricane Season Party
13
America Recycles Day
15
Beaujolas Day for Wine Snobs
15
Mayor’s Annual Prayer Breakfast 15
Festival of Trees Long Center 16-18
Suncoast Dixieland Jazz Classic16-18
Uncorked Food and Wine Fest 17-18
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The “King” of Caladesi, continued
Henry sometimes worked as a fishing guide
and tended boats for seasonal visitors. His
clients included Mr. and Mrs. L.H. Malone of
Dunedin. Mr. Malone was Commodore of the
Yacht Club, a passionate sailor, who owned
the north end of Clearwater Beach. The
Malones arrived for the winter season of
1893 with a lovely Irish woman, Kate
McNally, serving as a traveling companion.
Henry was smitten and Kate consented when
asked if she would consider sharing life at
the island. Kate must have had courage, but
we know that Henry had charm, evidenced in
photographs and in the stories that have
been told about him; and also because the
Malones remained close family friends even
after Henry “stole” Kate away from their
employ.
Kate and Henry had one daughter, born in
February of 1895. She was Myrtle Scharrer
Betz, author of Yesteryear I Lived in Paradise,
“one of the richest portraits available of life
in Florida when it truly was the natural,
tropical paradise that tourists and residents
Scharrer Bayou is in the foreground and Scharrer Pass at the bottom right.
alike can only dream of discovering today.”
The narrows, where Hurricane Pass was created by the 1921 storm is
Myrtle writes, providing an eloquent first
at the top of the photo.
hand account of the wonders and challenges
On occasion Mr. Scharrer had to demonstrate his
of Florida pioneer life. The book was written as a tribute
intention to protect his property, and would come to the
to her father, and reflects the remarkable personality and dock carrying his rifle until he recognized who was
wisdom of Henry, an admirable person in any time or
approaching or until they established their purpose for
place. He based his dealings with people, and with the
wanting to tie up.
environment, on evidence, not on preconceptions. Mr.
Henry expressed a lively humor and liked to amuse his
Scharrer’s hospitality was forthcoming for anyone who
visitors. When showing his garden, he would pull a fresh
demonstrated respect for his island sanctuary, whether
carrot, brush off the dirt and eat it. Shocking! Eating raw
they were storm tossed fisherman, “foreigners,”
vegetables was just not done. He told tall tales, stories of
townsfolk, or recognized celebrities such as Fritz Kreisler,
opening the Indian Grave and seeing a beautiful princess
Robert Lincoln, W.S. Blatchley, and Eddie Rickenbacker.
buried there who disintegrated before his eyes. He
When working his bees or walking the island trail, Henry
claimed he had once been thought dead and placed in a
would don a white canvas hat. He alleged that the island coffin, and had come out of his coma just in time to
birds, including the resident Bald Eagles, recognized him
avoid burial. Oh my, some people believed him. But he
in his hat. Norman Beecher, who as a small boy traveled
was not a prankster nor did he make fun at the expense
with his mother
of the dignity or feelings of others.
from Belleair to
visit Mr. Scharrer, Great sadness was a part of his life too. His dear Kate
died in 1902. That was the worst, but he also had to
witnessed that
withstand vandalism to his island home and stealing of
when Henry
whistled, the Red his livestock. Henry chose to live out his life at Caladesi,
and raised his daughter to be as capable as he was
Winged
Blackbirds would himself. They both deeply loved the island and were well
acclimated to life there. Mr.Scharrer protected the wildlife
light in the trees
and habitat of Caladesi, even when people expressed
around him and
displeasure that he would not allow them to hunt with
also on his
abandon or when he would request that they not fish or
outstretched
take shellfish in the bayou. Henry believed in using
arms. Norman
resources in a respectful and moderate way. The greatest
said the Eagles
tribute to this “King of Caladesi” is that the island he so
cried out in
revered is now a Florida State Park.
answer to Mr.
How that came to happen is a story for another day.
Scharrer’s wave
and call to them.
Mr. Scharrer
protected the
“Yesteryear, I Lived in Paradise’ can be purchased
eagles, ospreys,
Mr. Henry Scharrer
locally at the Sandpearl Resort Marketplace on
and herons,
Mandalay or at the Heritage Village Gift Shop in
considering them his neighbors; this at a time in history
Largo. It can also be ordered on Amazon.com or
when people thought shooting birds was a sport.
at www.CaladesiMemories.com.

N

CLEARWATER BEACH NEWSLETTER

Did You Know...
gaRden
WoRKshoP
Heritage Village is
offering a
Vegetable Garden
Workshop
November 17,
10am to noon for
experienced and
wannabe
gardeners. This
two-hour
workshop will
feature planting and growing tips, as well as tips on how
to identify and prevent garden pests. Handouts will be
provided. The cost is $10 each or $13 for two family
members; Historical society members are $9 each or
$11 for two family members. Advance registration is
required. Heritage Village is located at 11909 125th St.,
N., Largo. Call 582-2233 to register or visit
www.pinellascounty.org/heritage.
_________________________________________________
holidaY lighTed BoaT PaRade Plans are under
way for the first lighted boat parade of the season, Island
Estates Yacht Club's 38th Memorial Holiday Boat Parade,
Saturday, December 8. There is No entry fee and are cash
prizes. All entrants will receive Certification of Participation.
Call Rick Tetrick 727-244-2888 for information.
___________________________________________________
seCond Time aRoundeRs Did you play an
instrument in high school or college? Then, the Second
Time Arounders are looking for you. Besides local
parades in the area, they go to distant cities and
perform. Last year they went to the Stampede in
Canada. Plus, they get together and have a great time.
Get more information on their web site
www.SecondTimeArounders.com.
___________________________________________________
sunCoasT JaZZ ClassiC The 22nd Annual Suncoast
Jazz Classic will be held on Sand Key, November 16-18.
Most of the many shows and bands will be indoors at the
Sheraton Sand Key. There will be 20 bands from all over
the US and Canada. This year’s theme is “It’s a Dixie and
Swing Thing”. Get information at SuncoastJazzClassic.com
or call 727-536-0064.
___________________________________________________
Time foR The TuRKeY TRoT Clearwater’s early
Thanksgiving morning run is Thursday, November 22nd.
There will be a 10K, 5K, and 1 mile Walk/ Run for fun. To
get ready for the big
day, the Largo Rec.
Center is offering the
motivation and
training class, Train for
the Turkey Trot 10K.
The 8 week class, held
at the Highland Rec.
Complex (400
Highland Avenue) will
teach you proper
stretching before the
group runs. Classes
are Wednesdays at
6:30pm through
November 21st. Cost
is $25 for residents and $31.25 for non-residents.
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JaZZ soiRee
The Clearwater
Library
Foundation is
hosting their
Eighth Annual
Jazz Soiree, Jazz
& Jambalaya on
Saturday
October 20th.
You can enjoy
Clearwater’s
Jazz Holiday on
the West Terrace of the Library, with cool breezes and
smooth jazz. They will have food vendors and a full
complement of beverages. A live TV feed from the stage to
a Jumbo Screen will be on the Terrace. Guests can also
enjoy spectacular views from the Roof Top Terrace. All
proceeds from the event support the programs of the
Clearwater Library Foundation.
_________________________________________________
TRiRoCK This event, replacing on a smaller level, the
2010 Iron Man and 2011 5150, is coming to Clearwater
Beach November 11 as part of a six city tour that began in
New York in May. There are two categories. The Sprint
includes Swim - 500 Meters, Bike - 12 mile Run - 3 mile
The Intermediate includes Swim - 1500 Meters. Bike - 24
mile Run - 6 mile The race hub and transition point will be
near Pier 60 and the post-race party will be on the sand.
Find information at TriRock.Competitor.com/Clearwater.
___________________________________________________
oRange BelT RailRoad This play by Island Estates
resident Richard J. Budin is being presented October 19-21
and 26-28 at the Largo Community Center. The play’s
setting is Pinellas County in 1885, when Peter Demens,
famous for naming the city of St. Petersburg, Demens
Landing, the Detroit Hotel, the Pier and now the route of
Pinellas Trail, was given the railroad as payment for a
debt and, with three partners, extended it across the state
to reach Point Pinellas - reputed to be the healthiest spot
for a city in the country. It’s a rugged, yet heartwarming
play both men and women will enjoy. Dick’s plays have
been produced in New York City and California. He has
produced plays locally and has been a member of
several local theatres. Call 518-3131 for tickets, $15.
_________________________________________________
ToYs foR ToTs The
Post Office’s annual
Toys for Tots drive will
be Saturday December
1st. Leave a new
unwrapped toy by your
mailbox and they will
pick it up while doing
the regular mail
delivery. The toys will be
distributed to needy
families through the
Marine Corp’s Toy For
Tots Toy Drive
____________________
need anoTheR CoPY? Pick up another copy of this
newsletter at the Beach Chamber Office, The Beach Rec
Center, Island Estates Print Shack, Shorty’s Gourmet Deli &
the Island Estates UPS store.
___________________________________________________
ouR nexT issue is deCemBeR Read this, as well as
other issues, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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33 CleaRWaTeR JaZZ holidaY

The Avett Brothers, Esperanza Spalding, Mindi Abair &
Friends, Bonnie Raitt & More!
Now in its 33rd year, the Clearwater Jazz Holiday will
present in concert, between October 18 and 21, some
of the finest talents including; Esperanza Spalding Radio
Music Society, The Avett Brothers, Mindi Abair and
Friends featuring Jeff Golub and David Pack and Bonnie
Raitt and more! Continuing with its 2012 diverse music
lineup the Clearwater Jazz Holiday is sure to appeal to
the tens of thousands of visitors attracted to this worldclass event, the third weekend in October each year.
Presented in the 20-acre landscaped Coachman Park in
downtown Clearwater overlooking beautiful Clearwater
Harbor and the majestic Memorial Causeway Bridge,
the Jazz Holiday is four days and four nights of some of
the best live performances in the world presented to the
public. The visitor experience is complemented by the
Clearwater area’s mild fall weather, miles of worldfamous Gulf beaches, brilliant sunsets, nearby
attractions, accommodations and dining to suit every
taste and budget.
One of the longest-running and known events in the
country, the Clearwater Jazz Holiday has presented in
concert virtually every jazz luminary of our generation.
The mission of the Clearwater Jazz Holiday Foundation
is to be the leading proponent of jazz entertainment and
education in Florida through the annual presentation of
a world-class, live music festival. The Clearwater Jazz
Holiday Foundation is a 501c3 organization that has
been center-stage for numerous scholarship and
educational activities to benefit the music students of our
community-from the blues-loving beginners to pianoplaying protégés, and everyone in between.
A collaboration of the Clearwater Jazz Holiday
Foundation, City of Clearwater, Ruth Eckerd Hall and the
Clearwater Jazz Holiday Jazz Force, the all volunteer
staff that orchestrates every chord of this eight-to-the-bar
event, sets the stage for this year’s celebration for the
most recognized national and regional artists together
with celebrated local acts. From smooth and straight
ahead jazz, to rhythm and blues, jam band, funk,
fusion, and Latin , the crowds will relish in this year's
colorful and diverse musical lineup -thanks to the
continued support from the community, volunteers and
thousands of music lovers.
Tickets now available for $10 in advance. Children 12
and under are FREE. Limited Reserved Seating and VIP
tickets are also available. For more information about
the 33rd Clearwater Jazz Holiday, call the Clearwater
Jazz Holiday office at (727) 461-5200, or visit us online
at www.clearwaterjazz.com.

PieR Comes doWn

The pier between Frenchy’s Rockaway and the Palm
Pavilion is being removed. Built 50 years ago, the
concrete pier was originally a place for people to fish
and enjoys the views. With the additions of jetties and
other piers, the sand began to pile up on the north
beach, causing the pier to not even reach the water. The
city extended to the pier, but nature added more beach.
In April, the City Council appropriated $90,000 to
demolish the pier and remove the cement. The sand and
dunes in the area will be spread out to improve the look
of the area and provide protection during storm.
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going sandless To sToP WaTeR

Everyone has seen the photos of people frantically filling
sandbags to try and protect their properties. The process
takes forever and is incredibly labor intensive. Those who
are lucky enough to be shoreline residents have seen the
water creeping closer and closer to their homes with no way
to stop it. Many of us have had broken pipes, leaking
appliances or the dreaded overflowing toilet.
High Water Flood Group, represented by area Olympians
Zach and Paige Railey are selling a product that can help
prevent water damage and much more.
The brother and sister duo have opened a Sandless
Sandbag Specialty business in Clearwater. The bags, stored
in vacuum packed containers, can be deployed in minutes
and quickly go from 1 lb to 45 lbs with water contact,
allowing owners to protect their property from water
damage with a sandless sandbag wall in minutes.
Manufactured in the UK from FloodSax, they have a 5-year
shelf life and are biodegradable when used.
Paige and Zach have set-up their distribution and
demonstration center at 1345 South Missouri Ave in
Clearwater. “Our goal with this product is to give
consumers the ability to protect their home or business at a
moments notice, whether the water comes from inside or
outside the home. We know how powerful water can be
and the damage it can do in a short amount of time, that’s
why we were attracted to this product” said Zach.
The siblings who have grown up around the water their
whole lives realize how quickly things can happen with
flooding and knew there was a market for instant property
protection in flood situations. The Railey’s mention, “not
only does this help with storm surge, it can also be used to
stop water from broken pipes, flash flooding or redirection

of water. Imagine a broken
toilet or broken pipe in your
home with water going
everywhere. How do you
stop water from going
everywhere? With FloodSax
you can instantly create a
barrier to prevent the
spread of water and control
the amount of water
building up on the floor.
One case of the product is Railey, Olympic sailer with his
equal to having 900 lbs of
sandless sandbag
sand stored in your home.
“Where would you keep 900 lbs of sand in your house or
business” Paige quickly asked when being questioned about
the product. Their biggest selling point is having immediate
access to prevent water damage.
The uses do not stop with just resident or business
protection. “They can be used in nurseries to help water
trees during times of drought or collect gas, oil and water at
Marinas or construction sites” said Paige.
Contact them for a demonstration, 727.439.5505 or visit
highwaterfloodgroup.com
QUICK FACTS:
Areas of usage: Property Management, Residential,
Emergency Managers, Municipalities, Industrial,
Restaurants and more
Costs: Range of Packages from $58.95 and up
Facts on usage:Time to engage bag for protection 3 min
Biodegradable, Lasts up to 90 days once engaged
Vacuumed packed to take up little storage space
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Restaurant News...
CoRK n BReW on
mandalaY The trend towards
serving craft beer is coming to the
500 block of Mandalay, at the
Cork-N-Brew, under construction
north of the Sandpearl Resort.
They hope to be open by late
October and will be serving 80
different beers. “This will be the
only craft beer bar on Clearwater
Beach,” says co-owner Michael
Galasso. We will have 20 craft
beers on tap and another 60 in
bottles.” But, that is not all; they
will have a wine bar unlike any
you have ever seen. “We are
installing a machine with dozens of kinds of wine inside.
You put in a credit card and sample as many as you like
for $1 each. When you find one you like, you can order
a half glass or full glass, one at a time. It is self serve
and goes on your credit card.” The new bar, with a
limited menu of appetizers, will be open seven days a
week. The store is co-owned by partner Jackie Eash.
_________________________________________________
Chang noW mexiCan Chaing Bistro, the Thai
restaurant on north Mandalay has been sold to Brian
Rose in August. It is closed and being remodeled. It will
open with a Mexican concept called Cali’s on Mandalay.
_________________________________________________
loBsTeR PoT BisTRo
anniVeRsaRY &
JaZZ CeleBRaTion
To celebrate their one
year anniversary, they
will be offering a variety
of dining specials each
night during October at
the Clearwater Beach
location and at the
original Lobster Pot in
Redington Shores. Phone 727-446-8809 for reservations.
October 23rd they are hosting a star studded Charity
Works to raise money with its silent & live auction. All
proceeds benefit various local charities. Entertainment will
be provided by jazz great Ron Rhinehardt and his trio.
During the 33rd Annual Clearwater Jazz Festival (October
18-21), they will have an after party each night with live
music and the kitchen will remain open late. Some
musicians from the festival may show up, too. Bring a copy
of your ticket and receive 10% off your entire bill.
____________________
BRiTs’s island
gRill Closes Yes,
they did just open in
February, but they
closed the newly built
restaurant, at the end
of September. The
building’s owners are
searching for another
operator who has
experience with a
large restaurant like
this.
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More Restaurant News...

JimmY’s CRoW’s nesT gRand oPening The
Pier House 60 Hotel and Jimmy’s Crow’s Nest Roof-top
bar celebrated their Grand Opening with a Clearwater
Beach Chamber ribbon cutting. The hotel is Clearwater
Beach’s newest and since it overlooks the marina, all
107 rooms have a view of water, either the Intracoastal,
the marina or the Gulf of Mexico. The hotel is owned by
Clearwater Beach resident Jeff Keierleber who also
owns the Holiday Inns in Clearwater Beach and Indian
Rocks Beach, as well as the Chart House Resort on
Bayway. Jimmy’s Crow’s Nest, the tiki bar on the 10th
floor, offers jaw-dropping views of the beach and
sunsets. It is open to the public until 2am daily, with live
entertainment on weekends.
_________________________________________________
moRe BeeR Capitol Beer House is a restaurant and bar
that will be opening in the 400 block of Cleveland Street
in downtown Clearwater. Its name tells the story.
________________________
maRina CanTina The
Clearwater Beach Marina’s
old Post Office building’s
conversion into a restaurant
has begun. Bill Morris,
Director of Marina
Operations, says that they
are getting ready to move
downstairs and share the
space with RE/MAX Realty
Company. Frank Chivas
and the Bay Star Restaurant
Group are in full gear gutting the second floor of the
building to convert it into a Mexican themed restaurant,
called the Marina Cantina. Frank Chivas is the managing
partner for Bay Star Restaurants and also owns Island Way
Grill and Salt Rock Grill.
_________________________________________________
neW ResTauRanT Frenchy’s is planning to open a
new 10,700 square foot waterfront restaurant with docks
adjacent to the new proposed Courtyard by Marriott
being built on the East Shore Drive. They are planning a
28-slip dock and a 15 foot wide boardwalk along the
water. Frenchy’s currently owns 4 restaurants, a small
hotel, gift store and commercial fishing operation, all in
Clearwater Beach. This restaurant will replace the
Saltwater Café on Poinsettia. Surveying of the property,
owned by the Tsafatinos family, has begun.
_________________________________________________
TasTe of iRB ReTuRns Now in its sixth year, this
year’s Taste of IRB is Saturday, Nov. 3rd, from 4-10 pm in
Chic-a-Si Park, behind Crabby Bill’s. 21 restaurants are
participating. Bring your beach chairs or blankets and
spend the evening listening to live music while you enjoy
great food, beer and wine! For the first time, they are
closing 2nd Street to make the event even larger.
Admission is Free!Visit IRBhome.com for more info.
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Business Briefs...

Joanne Hiller

CoasT To CoasT
noW oPen In
October, Century 21,
Coast-To-Coast
opened its fourth
Pinellas office, this one
is the Shoppes of
Sand Key. The office
will be providing
property
management, rental
and sales services.
Several of the agents
live in Sand Key as
well as having
serviced the sales and
rental market in Sand Key for the past 15 years. Another
Coast to Coast office is located in Clearwater Beach at
662 South Gulfview, where Madonna Steinlage is the
broker. Call them at 462-2500. Pictured here are owners
Mike Koch and Madonna Steinlage.
___________________________________________________
BudgeT Blinds
giVes BaCK
Through Dec 14th,
with every sale,
Budget Blinds will be
donating a turkey to
the Salvation Army,
on each customer's
behalf. Before Nov
16th, the turkeys will
be distributed for
Thanksgiving; after Nov 16, they will be distributed for
Christmas. The store, located at 600 Mandalay Ave. in
Clearwater Beach will also be a collection center for
non-perishable food items in an effort to combat "food
insecurity". The program, called "Giving Back To
Clearwater" was owner Carolyn Tricoli’s idea. To
donate, or for information, call her at 727-400-6870.
__________________________________________________
nuTRiTion
ConneCTion A new
nutrition and related
products store recently
opened in Belleiar
Bluffs. The store is
owned by Stephanie
Wheeler of Belleair
Beach with her parents
Carla and Dewayne
Staats of Sand Key.
While they offer
smoothies, they have much more.”We are a one-stop
body shop providing nutrition from the nursery to the
nursing home,” says Carla. “We want everyone to live
healthy regardless of what you are into.” Stephanie’s
husband is ex-Ray Pitcher Dan Wheeler and Dewayne is
currently the on-air announcer for the Tampa Bay Rays.
Call them at 452-4037 or see their web site at
www.N2-Nutrition.com.
__________________________________________________
neWs WanTed If you have business news or
suggestions that is appropriate for this newsletter, e-mail
is Bob@GriffinDirectories.com, or call 517-1997.
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More Business Briefs...
CouRTYaRd maRRioTT
There is still a plan to build a
hotel, with a restaurant and
marina on East Shore Drive,
about one block north of the
Causeway. The hotel is
planning to be a Courtyard
by Marriott. The plans call
for the building to have a
modern Miami architectural
style. The project will include
a restaurant, managed by Jay Thomas, owner of the
Brown Boxer and two dozen docks which will be part of
the new boardwalk planned for that area.
___________________________________________________
uPgRade Pelican Plaza under went a facelift recently,
which included a new paint job and graphics. The leasing
agent says there are four spaces available ranging from
900 to 3,800 square feet.
__________________________
neW WalgReens
Walgreens is building a new
store north of the roundabout,
east of the Wings store.
Construction started the first of
October. Still no word on
whether the other store is
closing or not, but the two
locations are less than a mile
apart. They are hoping for a
July opening.
__________________________
neW shoPs in sand KeY Four stores left the plaza
and two stores have arrived. The four tenants in the north
end of the Shoppes of Sand Key vacated their small
spaces in August and are being replaced by two larger
clothing stores owned by the same company. Suites 102103 are now a ladies wear store, while Suites 105-106
are mens wear. Both stores carry casual clothing with a
tropical theme.
__________________________________________________
hulK’s neW shoP North Beach’s newest resident,
Terry Bollea (Hulk Hogan) opened a shop in the Pelican
Plaza Shopping Center. The store has most of the usual
beach related stuff, plus a lot of Hulk related name brand
items, such as the now famous do-rag (head scarf) made
famous by its owner. Mr Bollea purchased a 5,000
square foot Gulf-front home in North Beach this summer.
The address of the store is 483 Manadalay, Suite #108.
Call them at 461.0099.
_______________________________
neW sTYlisT Georgia Kaden,
who has been in the beauty
industry for over 8 years, recently
joined Create You Salon on
Mandalay Ave. She styles for Men
and Women, but specializes in
extensions. She loves what she
does and really enjoys building
relationships and making people
feel good about how they look. She uses Schwarzkopf
10 minute color, so you don't lose too much beach time,
plus offers a full line of make-up with lessons. She is
available for weddings and special occasions both on
and off the beach. Call her on her cell for more
information, 813.503.2899.
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Behind The sCenes WiTh ameRiCan sTage
by Stephanie Snyder, American Stage
American Stage Theatre is bringing even more theatre to life in St. Petersburg with
their 2012-2013 season schedule. In an effort to offer patrons and subscribers
more variety, this professional theatre company has added programming. This
move enabled the creation of three Series; Fall, Spring and Summer, each
consisting of three plays. Todd Olson, Producing Artistic Director, shares his insight
on the upcoming productions, including the new partnership with the St.
Petersburg College Theater Department for the upcoming production of WIT,
opening on October 21 at the Palladium Theater.
“Without the college's involvement, we would not be able to produce larger cast
plays of this magnitude. That is a win for us. Having a work like WIT on the
Palladium stage is a win for SPC and having their students involved with this cast
and creative team is a win for the SPC Theater Program. Having access to this
venue and this good energy is a win for American Stage,” says Olson.
In addition to WIT, the Fall Series wraps up with A DOLL’S HOUSE opening on
November 14. Todd explains why this play is an important choice; ”American
Stage is primarily a contemporary theatre and A DOLL’S HOUSE was the first
modern play, so, in a way, we're starting with where our tradition began. We also
have a reputation for producing the plays that won't be seen anywhere else in the
Tampa Bay area. In a way, Ibsen is the grandfather of any modern theatre and he
is missing on stages in this region. So we're embracing a century-old tradition and
reviving a masterpiece to learn how much it still has to say about how we live
now.”
Fox, American Stage Prop Master as
Olson also gave a glimpse for what audiences can expect from the Spring Series. Jerid
he builds props for A DOLL’S HOUSE photo
“The new year will bring unforgettable human stories that speak to the world at by Roman Black
this moment. All three plays have to do with reconciling our history with the
challenges of the present moment. All have to do with family, revival, and repair. On top of continuing the August Wilson
Century Cycle with PIANO LESSON, audiences will enjoy the area premiere's of Sam Shepard's WHEN THE WORLD WAS
GREEN: A CHEF'S FABLE, and Jessica Dickey's play, AMISH PROJECT, based on a true story.”
For more information on the upcoming plays visit americanstage.org or contact their box office at 727.823.7529.
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VoTe JaCK laTVala foR
floRida senaTe disTRiCT 20
My name is Jack Latvala and I am
running as the Republican nominee in
Senate District 20.
As a Florida resident for nearly 50 years,
I have represented Senate District 16 in
Tallahassee for the last two years. Due to
redistricting this November, I will be running to represent
Northern Pinellas County in the new Senate District 20.
Being a resident of Clearwater and having served as a
legislative leader in Tallahassee for a prior eight years, I
am familiar with the issues and people of Northern
Pinellas County. I look forward to earning your vote on
November 6th.
Serving in the Florida Senate between the years of 1994
and 2002, I was proud to be designated for leadership
roles such as Senate Majority Leader, but I was even more
honored to be the first legislator to return to the Senate
after term limits thanks to the residents of Pinellas County.
I believe in smaller government, low taxes, and that citizens
create jobs – not government. Putting that philosophy to
work since returning to the Legislature, I fought to bring a
more balanced and deliberative approach to the
consideration of legislation. Making many tough decisions,
we successfully passed a balanced budget this year without
raising taxes, despite a $1.4 billion shortfall.
When I was first re-elected, I discovered there were eleven
different state departments with sworn law enforcement
divisions. I authored and passed legislation to merge some
enforcement functions which has resulted in a significant
savings of $3,182,811 to taxpayers over the next 5 years
and $1.28 million in recurring savings. Additionally this
year, we merged multiple planning councils within Pinellas
County saving taxpayer dollars and allowing for closer
coordination of our County’s planned growth.
I believe government can run more efficiently. If elected, I
will continue to find ways to consolidate government, focus
on the economy and save taxpayer dollars wherever
possible. Whether you vote absentee, early or on
November 6th, I appreciate your consideration for Florida
Senate District 20.
If you have any questions or need any further information
about me or my positions feel free to call or email me, I
welcome the opportunity to speak to you directly.
Jack Latvala, (727) 545-9566, Jack@JackLatvala.com
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Jack
Latvala, Republican for Florida Senate, District 20

ChRisTmas undeR The oaKs
The 36th Annual Christmas Under The Oaks, a large
pre-Christmas Arts and Crafts Show held in Coachman
Park, is Sunday, November 11. Presented by the GFWC
Junior Woman’s Club, it is an excellent opportunity to
buy handmade gifts and crafts for the upcoming holiday
shopping season in a beautiful waterfront setting. Every
dollar raised goes back into the community. The event
hours are from 9am to 4pm.
The Junior Woman’s Club is a non-profit volunteer
community service organization dedicated to the
betterment of local community. Get more information at
www.ClearwaterJuniors.org
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moRe sPaCe PlaCe – sPaCe saVing
soluTions foR eVeRY Room
By Marcy Sanford
I didn’t think I had
enough space, but
after working with
the professionals
at More Space
Place, I saw that
the space I do
have can be more
efficiently used.
Home office and Murphy Bed Combo
With American
with custom closet on right
Ownership, local
manufacturing and as America’s #1 wall bed retailer,
(also offering custom closets, home offices, kitchens and
garages), they have thousands of options to choose from
in composite, all wood or a combination of materials.
They are the only manufacturer offering the exclusive
Invisibore™ 3mil-drilling system. Others use a less
attractive 5mil borehole that is almost 50% larger! All their
products are at www.MoreSpacePlace.com.
Custom Closets and Utility Rooms - From economy to top
of the line installations, wall hung, floor-based and combo
closet systems are designed specifically for you. Also think
about a well-organized pantry or laundry room.
Home Offices and Wall Beds - Customized individually, it’s
a home office that works around you and gives you dual
functionality of an office and guest bedroom. More Space
Place offers the widest variety of options for the home,
your lifestyle, and budget.
Garage Systems, Kitchen Cabinets and Remodeling Experts in design and organization, they create sturdy,
gorgeous and organized kitchens and garages. More
Space Place uses top-of-the-line materials so your kitchen,
garage, pantry, etc. stay attractive for many years to come.
Palm Harbor Design Center: 33136 U.S. 19 in Palm
Harbor, (727) 773-9888.
Pinellas Park Design Center: 3900 78th Ave N. in St.
Petersburg. (727) 507-9799

holidaY BoaT PaRade seT
The 38th Annual Memorial Holiday Boat Parade,
organized by the Island Estates Yacht Club, will be
Saturday, December 8th. The captain’s meeting is
Thursday, December 6th, at the Clearwater Yacht Club.
The parade honors the memory of Island Estates Yacht
Club members who have passed away during the year,
Lars Waren, Vic Spoto and Donis Campbell. The
decorated boats will assemble in Mandalay Channel
located between Island Estates and Clearwater Beach at
6pm. At 6:30pm, the lead boat will proceed northward
through Mandalay Channel. Then the parade will weave
in and out of many of the Island Estate canals before
heading over to Coachman Park around 8pm. From there,
the boats will go under the new Memorial Causeway
Bridge turning into the Clearwater Marina Channel before
navigating to the Clearwater Yacht Club’s judging stand.
Cash and gift certificate prizes, donated by many area
businesses, will be awarded to the best decorated boats.
There is no parade entry fee. If you are interested in
participating, contact Fleet Captain Scott Sanders at (727)215-5730 or scottsanders62@gmail.com.
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Caladesi - as i RememBeR iT

By Margorie Armston Dimmitt (83), Belleair resident
“When I was a child, I met Marion Ann Betz in 2nd
grade in Dunedin Elementary. We were both only 7. Her
mother was Myrtle Scharrer Betz, author of the book,
‘Yesteryear, I Lived in Paradise’. Myrtle was actually born
on Caladesi Island.
I have the fondest memories of Caladesi. We all went to
the island regularly. Marion’s mother would put us in her
row boat and paddle us across St Joseph Sound to her
dad’s personal island. Occasionally, the caretakers
would pick us up in their motor launch. We would go
over there on weekends and explore the virtually
uninhabited island. We would sleep in the wooden
cottages built by her granddad, Henry Scharrer.
Caladesi is a treasured memory of my youth. It was
amazing to see a part of Florida that was untouched by
human hands and developers. I cherish those memories
and my lifelong friend Marion.”
John Chase (78) of Dunedin
“When I was a kid, I lived in Dunedin. I learned how to
make boats at a very young age. In fact, I made the first
catamaran boat ever made in Pinellas County.
I had a friend, Adli Boyd, from school. We went sailing
all the time. We took my newly made catamaran to
Caladesi and went camping. To get there, we would sail
towards the south end of the island, through Scharrer’s
Pass, and then out into the Gulf through Dunedin Pass.
We would beach my boat on the south end near the
Scharrer cabins. They were no longer any buildings; they
had long since burned down. No one lived there in
1949. Mr Scharrer had died around 1934. We would
take my tent and lots of 6-12 bug spray. We would swim
naked in the Gulf. We would dig up coquina shells and
boil them to make a really bad tasting soup. It tasted
like fish.”
By Anne McKay Garris
In the forties, when I was a teenager, there was a pass
between Clearwater Beach and Caladesi Island - only
we called it Hog Island then, in honor of the hogs raised
there during some long forgotten time. The pass was
navigable only by small boats.
Those of us who enjoyed sailing small boats thought of
Hog Island as our private island. We seldom sailed into the
Gulf, but beached our boats along the pass and went
exploring, or had picnics. We liked the feeling of being
away from interfering parents and nosey adults.
The sea shells on Hog Island always seemed to be more
unusual and more plentiful than on Clearwater Beach.
My Mother and Daddy had a shell shop, called The
Shell Bank, in Clearwater Beach, selling mostly local
shells. Daddy and I spent a lot of time gathering the
nicer shells on Caladesi. One day we found a place with
seaweed growing in the shallow water. Curious, I dug up
a piece and found a lightning whelk sea shell attached
to it. Very quickly we dug up a large number of the
medium sized whelks buried in the sand. Never before,
or since, have I found whelks that way.
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fall ColoR
by Randy Lee
Fall is here in Central Florida and it is time to add color to
the landscape. With sunny, cooler weather, it is time to get
out in the yard and finish end of the year details like
trimming, fertilizing and planting flowers. We plant both
annuals (living only one season) and perennials (living for
several seasons) during this time of the year. My favorite
time to plant is the first of November since the heat is gone
and the holidays are right around the corner. We plant
thousands of annuals in November and December, so get
your trowel out and let’s get started.
There are many annuals to choose from: sweet alyssum,
geranium, pansy, begonia, petunia, snap dragon and
salvia. These are the more popular annuals. Popular
perennials include crown of thorn, penta, lantana and blue
daze. I prefer perennials in the summer months and
annuals in the winter. Annuals are generally planted from
October through May, so take advantage of them during
these months. Impatiens is also very popular in Florida but
a serious disease, downey mildew, has stopped or
restricted the production of these plants. We will see how
they fare this season.

Before selecting your flowers, keep a few things in mind.
First, what colors do you want to use and how do you want
to use them in the overall design in the landscape? Colors
are grouped into two groups: the cooler lighter colors
which include white, pink and blue and the hotter more
vivid colors which include red, purple and orange. Most
people have a preference. You may want to layer the
flowers with a shorter flower in front like sweet alyssum
and a taller plant in back like geranium. This layering
effect can be very dramatic.
Second, the area should be prepped with a light fertilizer
and good potting soil - the ground may need to be
loosened as well. A granular fertilizer can also be used
every eight weeks to keep the flowers looking their best.
I typically will mulch before planting if using smaller
flowers since mulching after is difficult. Be sure to space
the flowers correctly and do not be afraid to use a lot of
plants. Remember to use the right flowers in the right
place. Is the area wet or dry? Are the flowers in full sun or
shade or somewhere in between? Each type of flower has
a preference. Follow these few steps for many months of
beautiful flowers.
OCTOBER / NOVEMBER CHECKLIST:
Fertilizer ban is lifted
Great time to plant fall color
Ease off on mowing and trimming
Great time to plant large trees
Redo pots and containers now
Landscapes By Randy Lee, Inc. is a full service landscape
design company here to help you with all of your needs. Call us
at 727-421-2715 or visit online at www.landscapesbyrl.com
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fall in loVe WiTh The CounTRY JuBilee
By Pinellas County Commissioner Susan Latvala
Who doesn’t love fall weather in Pinellas
County? We’re keeping our fingers crossed for
a crisp, clear autumn day on Saturday, October
27, when the 34th Annual Country Jubilee,
featuring the big flea market and book sale,
returns to Pinellas County’s Heritage Village.
The Country Jubilee is bigger and better this
year as improved landscaping gives vendors and artists
more room to spread out over the 21 acres and 28 historic
structures.
The music is hot this year! Five local bands will be playing
all original music in the Heritage Village band shell.
Local country music sensation Carmen Brandy, a talented
13-year-old from Safety Harbor, struts and strums her stuff
with incredible style. Joining her are Susan Boyer Haley and
husband William who play American folk music; Leigh &
Steve Humes playing folk as well; The Crackerbillys doing
upbeat, biscuit eatin’ bluegrass and Key of Life with Teresa
Arruza and soundscapes inspired by nature.
The Morse Telegraphy Club of Winter Springs will be
demonstrating how people communicated along the track
with Morse code, and one area of the train station will be
filled with working model railroad displays.
More than 120 craft vendors will line the walkways in and
around Heritage Village, displaying stained glass items,
wooden puzzles and games, products made of natural
stone, sharks teeth jewelry, handmade doll ornaments plus
soaps, jams, nuts and pickles. Get yourself an airbrushed
tattoo! Or, if someone you know has an American Girl doll,
pick up a new holiday outfit cut just to fit.

Of special interest will be the sugar cane processing display.
Truckloads of raw sugar cane will be ground and pressed,
then boiled to delectable sugar cane syrup. Bottles of the
elixir will be available for a small donation, and kids can
grab a piece of raw sugar cane to see if it really is sweet.
Grab something to eat while you’re there. Mr. Bill’s will
feature funnel cakes and burgers; the Pie Factory will bring
some irresistible sweets; grab a Coney Island frank and, as
always, there’s Kettle Korn. From Fairbanks, Alaska, look
for the Food Factory wagon, featuring the best Philly cheese
steak sandwiches outside of Philadelphia and a delightful
frozen sorbet that comes in a container to match its flavor
(i.e., coconut sorbet served in scooped out coconuts, etc.)
Merchandise will be spread throughout Heritage Village—
furniture, costume jewelry, books, toys, tools and power
implements. The Lowe House will contain holiday
decorations; the Harris School will be loaded with books,
videos and records; the Safety Harbor Church will have
valuable linens and antiques and the Pinellas Room will be
loaded to the rafters with bargains.
Free parking is available in a remote lot off 119th Street
between Ulmerton and Old Walsingham Roads; shuttles will
deliver visitors to and from the event entrance. Organizers
are asking for a $2 per person donation for admission.
This year’s Country Jubilee is made possible by the Pinellas
County Historical Society and all proceeds will go to support
the operation of Heritage Village.
So put it on your calendar. Maybe throw on a sweater
and enjoy the Florida autumn at the Country Jubilee,
Saturday, Oct. 27, 10 am – 4 pm at Pinellas County’s
Heritage Village, 11909 125th Street N. in Largo.
Visit www.pinellascounty.org/heritage or call (727) 5822123.
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auTumn in floRida foR Wine dRinKeRs
For wine drinkers in Florida, autumn is a welcome
reprieve from the dog days of summer. Behind us are the
suffocating, humid nights where a light beer or icy
cocktail is the remedy for beating the heat. With autumn
and its warm, sunny afternoons followed by cool, crisp
evenings, we usher in Wine Drinking Weather!
With so many options and styles of wines available,
consumers can sometimes be overwhelmed by the
choices. But if we focus on 3 distinct styles of wine perfect
for cooler weather; fuller styles of white wine, mediumbodied red wines and full-bodied red wines, we can take
the confusion out of selecting a wine for autumn months.
While a lighter, crisp white wine lower in alcohol content
such as a Portuguese Vinho Verde or an unoaked
chardonnay might be great on a hot summer afternoon,
autumn calls for a fuller style of white wine. California
chardonnay, with the influence of oak which imparts a
rich, creamy texture to the vanilla, pear and apple flavors
is terrific for fall.
Concannon Chardonnay Conservancy, Livermore,
California $11.99
Frank Family Chardonnay Napa Valley, California
$24.99
Varietals of medium-bodied red wine include grenache,
mourvedre and fuller styles of pinot noir. But a great
medium-bodied, fruit forward, inky colored wine that
sometimes flies under the radar is malbec. Malbec is
used primarily as a blending grape in France, but is
emerging as a great bargain wine from South American,
notably Mendoza, Argentina.

Trivento Malbec Reserva , Mendoza, Argentina $9.99
Pascual Toso RSV Malbec Mendoza, Argentina $17.99
For fending off dropping temperatures, there are few
things better than a glass of a full-bodied cabernet
sauvignon. While there may be fuller structured wines
such as petite sirah, zinfandel, barbera, and
Chateauneuf-du-pape, few can match the
approachability, affordability or availability like cabernet
sauvignon. Cabernet Sauvignon flavors and scents can
vary from vegetal, green pepper to rich, ripe dark fruit to
notes pencil lead, spice and cedar depending on the
growing region and influence of oak.
Chateau St Jean Cabernet, California $10.99
Honig Cabernet , Napa
Valley, California $29.99
As autumn approaches, I
hope you ‘pull the cork’ on
your favorite bottle of wine
and enjoy Wine Drinking
Weather!
Cheers,
Shawn Witt of The Wine Shop
The Wine Shop, located at
251 Clearwater/Largo Rd. N.
in Largo has a large wine
selection at warehouse prices.
Call them at 727.588.9463 or
visit www.bbwineshop.com.
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B E A C H ,

F L O R I D A

Where the Locals Hang Out

It’s laid back and casual. Been that way since we
started in 1926. Here everyone’s somebody and
nobody cares. We overlook the Gulf of Mexico; the
beach is at our front door and the sunsets are pretty
terrific. There’s live entertainment most days, as long
as we can find the extension cord.

Great food. Happy hour: Monday - Friday 4-7 p.m.

Palm Pavilion Beachside Grill & Bar
£äÊ >ÞÊ Ã«>>`iÊÊUÊÊ ÀÌ Ê i>ÀÜ>ÌiÀÊ i>V Ê
ÇÓÇ®Ê{{ÈÓÈ{ÓÊÊUÊÊwww.palmpavilion.com

meeT sand KeY’s neW Chief

The Coast Guard Station at
Sand Key has a new person in
charge. He is BOSN3 Steven
D. McDonnell, the new
Commanding Officer. On July
20th, 2012 at 9am,
McDonnell replaced BOSN4
Morgan Dudley who served as
Commanding Officer for the
past three years.
BOSN3 McDonnell’s last assignment was the Aids-toNavigation Officer on board USCG Sector Jacksonville
where he supervised the management of over 3000
floating and fixed Aids-to-Navigation in northeast Florida
which are the visual, audible, and electronic signals that
mark our channels. McDonnell has been in the Coast
Guard for 25 years. He began his service in 1986 and
originally hails from Connecticut and Rhode Island. He has
served on both the Atlantic and Pacific coastlines in
addition to the Hawaiian Islands and in the Caribbean.
McDonnell actually lives in Ft Myers, where his wife Diane
resides, but has a small apartment in the Clearwater area.
This is what he referred to as an “unaccompanied tour.”
Coast Guard Station Sand Key has 42 active duty
members, 22 reservists and over 350 members of the
Coast Guard Auxiliary who make up nearly one-third of all
Search and Rescue call in the area. Sand Key’s area of
responsibility includes from John’s Pass Inlet, north to
Aripeka, and up to 50 miles offshore. They have six stateof-the-art small boats capable of coastal and offshore
response capabilities.
On average, they respond to approximately 350 rescue
calls and conduct over 800 safety boardings yearly while
on patrol. McDonnell also commented that in the event of
a hurricane, they move their boats to safe location and
then return to help where needed.

maKing WaVes againsT hungeR
by CJ Crooks
Have you ever been hungry? For 1 in 5 Pinellas
households, hunger is a reality. Clear Sky Beachside Café
is organizing the first Making Waves Against Hunger food
drive to benefit the RCS Food Bank. During November and
December, local businesses from Clearwater, Sand Key
and Island Estates will compete against each other to
alleviate the problem of hunger in Pinellas County.
Last year RCS Food Bank fed over 65,000 people, over
half that number were children. Some kids only get one
meal a day, unlike most that get to eat breakfast, lunch,
and dinner. The people utilizing RCS Food Bank are
probably not who one would think. Less than 5% of
individuals who come to food banks are homeless. Most
are often hard-working adults, children and seniors who
simply cannot make ends meet and are forced to a skip
meal or several meals every month.
Layla and her two children are an example of one such
family. Working two part time jobs but never able to get
enough shifts, Lalya found herself in desperate need. “I’m
from a nice family,” she explained. “I never thought this
would happen, but it does.” Dan Shouvlin, owner of Clear
Sky Café, hopes to help struggling families get to healthy,
hunger-free lives. Dan encourages everyone to play a part
by bringing non-perishable food items to their favorite
business. Only one organization can win the competition,
but you can help any number of families feel like winners.
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Organizational News...
island esTaTes CiViC assoCiaTion
Their annual Town Hall Meeting and Election of officers
and directors is Tuesday, November 13th, at Island Way
Grill at 7pm. Non-members may join at the meeting.
The Annual Winter Social Dinner and Meeting will be
December 11 at Island Way Grill at 5:30pm.
The IECA will arrange for the installation of the Holiday
Lighting at the entry to Island Estates over Thanksgiving
weekend. The annual home and condo holiday light
contests will be December 15 (street side) and
December 16th (waterside).
Membership is $40 per year per family and is used to
pay more than $10,000 per year to maintain the entry
way to Island Estates. For additional information, call
President Wally Pope, 461-1818. They meet on the
second Monday of each month.
island esTaTes Woman’s CluB
The next meeting of the Island Estates Women's Club is a
luncheon, November 13th at Watercolours at the Marriot
on Sand Key followed by their Christmas party at the
Carlouel Yacht Club on December 12th.
The Island Estates Woman’s Club has provided a social
outlet for the women of Island Estates for over 50 years.
Founded as a garden club in 1961 with 28 members, then
meeting at each others’ homes, the organization has
evolved into a thriving club with almost 200 members,
enjoying luncheon meetings at local restaurants every
month September through May.
You can join these great women at all these fun events by
becoming a member. It's inexpensive at $20 per year and
priceless for the new friendships you will make. Contact
Joan Landreth 727-812-8078
CleaRWaTeR BeaCh assoCiaTion
Monthly Board Meetings are held the first Tuesday of the
month at 6pm at the Clearwater Beach Recreation Center.
Their Fall Picnic will be held on October 27th at Triangle
Park (Mango and Bay Esplanade) from 3 to 6pm. This is a
chance for Clearwater Beach residents and businesses to
get acquainted. There will be a BBQ, hot dogs and
hamburgers, plus food by members.
November 6th - monthly Board Meeting at the Rec Center.
The Annual Holiday Party will be December 7 at the
Clearwater Rec Center beginning at 7:15pm. Dinner is
free, but bring an appetizer or dessert to share. There will
be a brief business meeting and election of 2013 officers.
This is also a donation drive meeting; Everyone is asked to
bring toiletries, cleaning supplies, household items,
diapers, board games, teen gift cards or books to be
donated to a local charity. If you are not a member, you
can join at this event for free.
Their annual Christmas Caroling will be held in late
December and is coordinated by the Association and the
Chapel By The Sea. Dates and times to be announced.
Part of their purpose is to "promote projects of a civic
nature!" To join them and have your voice heard, contact
President Wendy Hutkin 727-216-3274 or
wbhutkin@gmail.com. You can find them on Facebook!
CleaRWaTeR all ameRiCan seRoToma CluB
They meet the first and third Thursdays of each month
for lunch. For more information, please call Sand Key
resident Charles Fazio at 593-8322.

CLEARWATER BEACH NEWSLETTER

More Organizational News
CleaRWaTeR hisToRiCal soCieTY
Their Annual Fall Fish Fry is November 3 at the Ross
Norton Park Rec Center on the mainland from 11:30am to
1pm. They usually have over 300 people attend this event.
Tickets are $12 for adults and $6 kids and include fresh
catfish, grits, hush puppies, cole slaw and homemade
cookies by Marvin Moore. And there will be a silent
auction, too. The annual membership meeting will follow.
This is a good chance to meet some of the members.
Membership is $35 / year.
The Clearwater History Museum will be open the first and
third Thursdays of the week from 9am to 1pm and every
Saturday from 9-1. The museum is located on South MLK
Jr Blvd. Membership is $5 students, $10 individuals, $20
family, $150 corporate, $250 life and $500 patron. Call
Bill Wallace, 446-2676 or Michael Sanders, 434-1684.
sand KeY CiViC assoCiaTion
The Board of Directors are looking for three people to
join the Board. Board members serve for three year
terms. You must own a property in Sand Key, and your
condo building must be a member of the Association. If
you are interested, download an application on their
web site, www.SKCA.org. Names will be discussed at the
November 7th regular meeting. Reach the current
president, Richard Jackson at 595-3575
BelleaiR BeaCh island gaRden CluB
They meet the third Wednesday of each month (October
through April) at the Community Center, Belleair Beach,
10:30am. Their next meetings will be October 17th, and
November 21st. Call Sherrie Morton Tetrick to RSVP at
581-8113. Contact Lois O’Donnel, President, 595-1349.
CleaRWaTeR BeaCh RoTaRY
The Rotary Club of Clearwater Beach Rotary Club spent a
Saturday morning in August clearing plants and debris
from the park behind Clearwater City Hall. Members
donned work clothes to cut down and rake the area of
garbage and dead vegetation. The heat and humidity did
little to deter the Rotarians from the task at hand. If your
group is interested in participating in a park clean-up
project in Clearwater, contact Krystal Schmidt, 562-4803.
Clearwater Beach Rotary Club meets every Thursday at
12:15 at Shephard’s Beach Resort on Gulfview Blvd.
Rotary is an international organization of business and
professional leaders whose main objective is service to the
community, the workplace and the world. For information,
call 237-8037 or visit clearwaterbeachrotary.org.
ameRiCan legion auxiliaRY, PosT 7
Their major focus this year is assisting the homeless
Veterans transitional housing in this community. Our
returning Veterans so badly need this support. The
problems the returning Veterans face are growing at an
astounding pace. Shelter, food, health care and
employment are a few of their needs. We are trying to
make a difference in their lives. Seven boxes of food and
necessities were delivered to the Jerry Howell Apartments,
a transitional Veterans Housing in September. November,
they are donating Thanksgiving Dinners to disadvantaged
Veterans and their families. At Christmas, they are
donating “Christmas Morning” gifts to Veterans’ families.
Up coming fundraisers are: January 29th Italian Night
Dinner and Floorshow and March 19th, Annual Fashion
Show. All the proceeds go to our Veterans. Help support
these young men and women. Call Gigi, 799-4216.
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iRB BoaT CluB

More than 80
members on
17 boats
gathered to
celebrate the
end of a fun
boating
season at
their annual
End of
Summer
Island Party.
They enjoyed
great weather, good food, a wonderful sunset and live
music by the Peter Hill Band!
The Club was once again proud to be part of the
Clearwater Super Boat Races. Members of
the club helped to patrol the water for
safety.
MEETINGS - They meet at Jimmy
Guana’s (Holiday Inn Harborside)
on the third Thursday of the month.
The OCTOBER meeting is moved to
Wednesday, October 17th. due to
the Clearwater Jazz Festival (18-21).
See the complete list of Boat Club
events, pictures and more at IRBHome.com or follow us
on Facebook.com/IRBhomeowners.
Call Bob Griffin at 517-1997 or email
BoatClub@IRBhome.com.
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More Organizational News
BelleaiR BeaCh ladies lunCheon CluB
They meet monthly on the second Tuesday. Membership is
open to area residents at $15 a year. To join, please call
Barbara Chapman 581-8929
fRiends of The liBRaRY
The
organization helps people use their local library. They
meet the second Thursday of each month at 6pm at the
Beach Recreation Center.
The Shell Crafters Club resumes their meetings
Thursday, October 25 at 1pm. The Writer’s Group
meetings are the first and third Wednesdays at 1pm.
Watercolor and drawing classes begin in November on
the first and second Tuesdays. Exercise and stretching
classes including the new class called Feldenkrais are
resuming soon. Call 462-6138 for more information.
Do you cook? “Not Your Mama’s Grilled Cheese
Sandwiches” is the title of the next cooking class by Chef
Rita Fabula at the Rec Center. The next class is
November 13th. This is a free event. Call 562-4970.
Friends of the library and the Clearwater Beach Assn.
volunteers will be helping during the Annual Halloween
Party to be held on Tuesday, October 30th. There will be
lots of games and activities for the kids.
island esTaTes YaChT CluB
Even if you don’t have a boat, you can join the Clearwater
Yacht Club in Clearwater Beach. Half of their members
don’t have one. Most of their social activities center around
regular parties. Many events are held at their restaurant
and Tiki Bar. In August, they held their Annual Dinghy
Poker Run which was lots of fun for everyone who played.
Members turned out in force to welcome local Olympian’s
Zack and Paige Railey at the TIA airport. The Railey’s have
been members of the Yacht Club since they were in
elementary school. Learn more about the Clearwater Yacht
Club at www. Clwyc.org or call 447-6000.
BelleaiR gaRden CluB
They meet on the first and second Wednesday of each
month at the Belleair Garden Club at 903 Ponce de Leon
Blvd. in the Town of Belleair from October to May.
Membership is $50 per year.
November 7: 1pm - Topic is Butterfly Gardening.
November 14: Noon - Tour of a local garden
December 5: 12:30pm - Gift Exchange & Holiday Dinner
Guests are welcome. Call Barbara Chapman, 581-8929
for information or to RSVP.
CaRlouel homeoWneRs assoCiaTion
They
are planning their annual Golf Cart Christmas Parade,
on Christmas Eve. If you have a cart, and want to join
in, call Kris Hampsey, President, at 441-4188.
CleaRWaTeR gaRden CluB
Their next
meetings are November 7 - trip to Bok Tower, and
December 8 - trash and treasure sale with proceeds
being used to improve the grounds near the Garden
Club’s building.
Located at the corner of Ft Harrison and Seminole (405
Seminole Street), they meet monthly on the second
Friday, October through May. Membership dues are $30
for one or $35 for two from the same family. President
Cathy Foley may be reached at 443-7032, or visit
ClearwaterGardenClub.org.
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Time foR some sTone CRaB ClaWs & TheiR fesTiVals!
It is Stone Crab season and time for Clearwater
Beach’s Stone Crab Festivals. People in many of
our fine restaurants will be able to enjoy this
delicacy thanks to the efforts of our local
fishermen and Frenchy’s Seafood Company.
Stone crab season begins October 15th.
The traps cannot be placed in the water
until October 5th, 10 days ahead of the
first harvest. Fishermen can begin
pulling the traps at midnight on
October 15th so that they can be in
area restaurants later that day.
Once the crabs are trapped, only
claws 2.75 inches or longer
are allowed to be harvested. It is
legal to take both claws. The
crabs will filter feed until the
claws are regenerated in 18
months. Claws cannot
be harvested from egg
bearing females. Once
harvested the claws are
boiled and then divided
into three sizes: medium,
large and jumbo.
The firm textured meat in
the claws of the stone
crabs resembles lobster
meat in both appearance and taste. Fresh stone crab
claws should have a mild sea breeze aroma, not a fishy
smell. Purchased claws should be kept frozen for up to 6
months. If not frozen, they should be eaten within 3-5
days.
Frenchy’s Seafood Company, located in Palm Harbor at
3725-B Alternate Hwy 19, opened in 1916 as the Ozona
Fish Company. It was, and still is, comprised of
independent crabbers, many of whom have been
supplying Frenchy’s for over 20 years. Their processing
plant is the only one solely dedicated to processing stone
crab claws. Their Palm Harbor facility cooks, prepares
and ships the fresh claws the same day they arrive. In
addition to supplying the four Frenchy’s restaurants in
Clearwater Beach, and many other Pinellas restaurants,
they sell them to seafood markets, dealers, caterers,
supermarkets and other distributors. They even ship to
some of the finest out of state restaurants including New
York, Chicago and Philadelphia.
The Clearwater Beach Frenchy’s Seafood Company, on

East Shore Drive, is run by Tommy Shook. He has been
with the company since 1978. “Back then, it was the
Ferd’s Seafood Company,” says Tommy. “Frenchy bought
it in 1981. Now, he oversees about ten independent crab
boats, four out of Clearwater Beach and six out of Tarpon
Springs. There are also eight grouper boats.
“We drop the traps on October 5th and start pulling
them at first light on October 15th. We will have our
claws in Frenchy’s restaurants that same night. The rest
of the area will get theirs the next day. The price varies
greatly based on the catch; it is all supply and demand,”
Shook said.
“Last year was an average season. We do better inshore,
in the Intracoastal in the beginning. It gets better
offshore, later in the season, depending on the weather.
Divers tell us that this season is starting to look good.
After we drop our traps, we should know by October
12th if this is a going to be a good year for stone crabs,”
Shook continues.
“Crabs do not like clean, clear water and they do not
move around as much in water like that, Shook
explained. “When the water is stirred up, they move
around and find our traps. They do not like cold water
either. They bury themselves in the mud and hibernate.”
They supply most of the Pinellas area seafood
restaurants, from casual to upscale. Amazingly, the stone
crabs they catch in the morning may be eaten in New
York or Chicago restaurants the next day.
Clearwater Beach
is host to two
major stone crab
celebrations on
the fourth
weekend of
October. That
gives them ten
days to make sure
they have plenty in
stock for their
parties.
For four days,
Cooters will be
holding their 19th
Annual Stone
Crab Festival in
their parking lot. They will have live music and lots and
lots of stone crabs. The party starts on Thursday October
25th at 5pm. Cooters will have a special menu including
of course the claws, King crab, snow crab and
Dungeness crab will also be at whole sale prices. Cooters
is located at 423 Poinsettia Avenue on the north beach.
Get more information at www.Cooters.com.
Frenchy’s will host its 28th Annual Stone Crab Party in
the street, in front of the Frenchy’s Café on Baymont.
They plan to block off Baymont and have a live band in
the street. The party starts Friday and runs through
Sunday and features low prices on all their seafood. For
information, go to www.StoneCrabWeekend.com
Beginning October 15th, you will be able to find stone
crab claws in local restaurants including Frenchy’s,
Cooters, Crabby Bill’s, Island Way Grill, Shepards, Shor
in the Hyatt, Rusty’s in the Marriott and few others. You
may buy claws to take home at Frenchy’s Seafood
Market at 419 East Shore Drive.
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The CaPiTol TheaTeR

The Capitol Theater originally opened in 1921 on Cleveland Street.
Now it is expanding and getting a facelift, 91 years after it was first
built.
In 2009, the city asked Clearwater’s Ruth Eckerd Hall to book
events in the theater. Now Ruth Eckerd Hall is asking for the
upgrade. The $7 million project, part of which is paid for by
funds by Penny For Pinellas includes an expansion on both sides
into the existing storefronts.
The city already owned the Lokey building, on the west side of
the theater. Current resident Regional Clearwater Chamber of
Commerce is planning to move out December 1st. “We have
made it a mission to stay in the 400 block of Cleveland Street,”
says Bob Clifford, Executive Director of the Regional Chamber.
Eric Blankenship, VP of Marketing for Ruth Eckerd Hall told us recently, “The
scope has continued to change as the project has been reviewed with city officials. The
theater is now 5,000 square feet and seats about 450-500 people. We plan a full renovation while
respecting the historic nature of the building. When we are finished, it will have all the amenities of a modern theater
building, for both film and theater.”
“We expect the building to close some time in April. However, in January construction will start on the smaller
buildings on each side. Now, the lobby area is very small and creates a crowd when groups of people enter. There
will be a new lobby with the area to the west designed to handle the overflow before an event or during an
intermission,” Blankenship said.
“Currently there are only 3 men and 3 women restroom stalls. When finished, there
will be 40 (20 of each). The theater has offices in the balcony area
taking up valuable space for seating that will be moved to a
new space to the west. We hope to add up to 200 new seats,
increasing the capacity to about 700 seats. A limited number of
box seats inside the theater area are being added that will each
seat 4 people,“ Blankenship continues.
“The stage area and the backstage area will be expanded and a
VIP area for members is being added in the north end of the
west building. Plans call for adding a roof top terrace for special
events that will be able to accommodate 150 to 200 people,”
Blankenship stated.
“Capitol Theater is already developing a reputation for excellence
in sight and sound. When we are finished, this will be greatly
enhanced. The Capitol Theater is an extension of what we do at
nished
When fi
Ruth Eckerd Hall,” Blankenship concluded.

as i RememBeR iT… The island
esTaTes YaChT CluB

had to bring our own chairs. We limited our membership
to residents of Island Estates and nearby Clearwater
Beach, when we started getting too big to meet anywhere.
By Bruce Littler, former President
I was the third Commodore, serving for two years around
The Island Estates Yacht Club (IEYC)
1983. At that time, our membership included about 50
started in the 1960s as a social club,
families. The Membership fee was $75 per family.
and it still is today. In the beginning, its
When I became Commodore, I declared that we were
name was the “Island Estates Yacht
going to have a good time, because that seemed to be
and Canoe Club”, and no member
what we do best. One of my greatest achievements was
had a yacht or even a canoe, either.
starting the Social Committee. It was made up of our
Many of the members did not own a
members’ wives. We called them the “social butterflies”.
boat of any kind.”
We planned area boat trips, had a New Year’s Day
The club was organized by Tom Walsh
brunch and arranged for prizes for the annual holiday
who lived in Island Estates for about
boat parade, now over 40 years old.
20 years. He was the first Commodore
The IEYC is closely linked to the Island Estates Civic
and served two or three years. He also Littler 1983, when
Association. Although they are separate groups, they have
he was Commodore many common members, and many IEYC members have
helped develop the Island Estates
community and was one of the
served on the board of the Island Estates Civic Association.
founders of the St. Brendan’s Catholic Church.
About 50% of the Yacht Club officers are on the board of
In the beginning, the group was small and we met in
the Civic Association.
different members’ homes. But as the group grew, we had Our main function today is hosting and coordinating the
to find a bigger place to meet. We used to meet in the
Island Estates Lighted Boat Parade each December. It
sales lobby of Ted Bear’s Quality Boat Sales, though we
started in the mid 1970s.
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CleaRWaTeR BeaCh ChamBeR
of CommeRCe neWs
GOLF TOURNAMENT October 22
The Beach Chamber of Commerce is hosting their
annual Golf Tournament Monday, October 22nd. You
do not have to be a Chamber member to play. You do
not even have to be good at golf. Chances are you may
even win something. There are many contests and
raffles for major prizes. If you want to play, call the
chamber now. At 447-7600.
BEACHWALK CHALK WALK - October 26-28
The
Chamber will host their first annual Chalk Art Festival
along BeachWalk in South Beach. About 20 artists will
adorn the sidewalks and promenades with their creative
works of art as they compete for cash prizes. The festival
is a free, family-friendly community event. Artists will
begin their work on Friday afternoon and work through
the weekend. Judging and awards take place on Sunday
afternoon. $3,000 in total prize money will be awarded.
The event is sponsored by the Beaches Chamber of
Commerce, Surf Style, Hyatt Regency, the Sandpearl
Resort, Clearwater Gas Systems, Frenchy’s, Shephards
Beach Resort, Crabby Bill’s and the Clearwater Marine
Aquarium. For more details visit
BeachWalkChalkWalk.com.
FIREWORKS - December 31st
The Chamber is trying to fill the New Year’s Eve,
“Where are the fireworks?” void. Until now, you had to
go to downtown St Pete or Tampa to see a fireworks
show. The Chamber is planning to launch from the
Sand Key Park.
They will also be selling $5 special Beach Buttons that
are good for discounts at many beach restaurants, bars
and shops. The discounts will last from December 26
until the end of January.
THE BIG BOOK
The Chamber is participating in the publication of a new
Coffee-Table art book of the Clearwater Beach area. It
features many areas in our beach community.
Waterfront Art Gallery, Dan Freise and Ryan Freise, who
recently completed a similar project for the Dunedin
area, will be taking the photographs and having the
book printed. The Beach Chamber, will sell the books,
and hopes to have them available by the first week of
December in time for Christmas gifts. Books will also be
available at area hotels and gift shops. It is not too late
to make a suggestion for the photography, or to get
your business in the book by calling Waterfront Art
Gallery at 935-4846. For information on buying the
book, call the Chamber at 447-7600.
MINGLES
Chamber Mingles are held monthly at a chamber
member’s location. The next mingles are October 25th
(Sandpearl Resort), November 29th (Cooters) and
December 13th (Chart House Suites).
EMAIL UPDATES
Even if you are not a member of the Chamber, you can
get the same weekly updates chamber members receive.
Updates keep everyone informed of local news and
happenings. If you would like to receive the emails, call
447-7600 or email info@BeachChamber.com.
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sunseT Cinema aT PieR 60
Sunset Cinema is celebrating two years of free movies on
the beach every Friday and Saturday. That is over 200 free
movies and a lot of popcorn. Occasionally other days are
added for special occasions. All the regular pier activities,
such as artisans, crafters, street performers and live music
will also take place. Beach towels, blankets and low lawn
chairs are welcome. Movies begin at dusk. Popcorn and
beverages will be available on site.
oCToBeR sChedule:
19th: GHOST BUSTERS
20th: THE AVENGERS
26th: TIM BURTON’S CORPSE BRIDE
27th: DARK SHADOWS
noVemBeR sChedule:
2nd: CHICKEN RUN
3rd: THE LUCKY ONE
9th: No Movie due to the Triathlon
10th: No Movie due to the Triathlon
16th: HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
17th: STEP MOM
23rd: LEGEND OF THE GUARDIAN - THE OWLS OF
GAHOOLE
24th: THE AMAZING SPIDER MAN
30th: ARTHUR CHRISTMAS
You can see the complete and changing schedule online
at www.SunsetsAtPier60.com or by calling 449-1036.
This is partially sponsored by the City of Clearwater’s
Parks and Recreation Department.

ChaPel-BY-The-sea eVenTs

Sunday, October 21: A representative from SHINE, the
state health care insurance information program, will
discuss changes in Medicare and answering questions. We
will meet at noon in the Conference Room.
Sunday, October 28: The Sunday School Halloween Party
12 - 2pm in the Chapel Hall is free and open to all.
Costumes are encouraged. There will be lunch, a haunted
house, games, a costume contest, and fun activities.
Monday, October 29: Non-Trivial Pursuits presents its first
speaker for the fall with Irene Byers who will talk about her
travels to Romania to work with orphans. The presentation,
“From Heartbreak to Joy,” will begin at 7:30 pm in Chapel
Hall. Refreshments will be served.
Monday, November 12: Non-Trivial Pursuits will have a
speaker from Big Cat Rescue, the renowned Tampa
sanctuary for abandoned big cats that also works to
spread the word against cruelty to these amazing
creatures. This event starts at 7:30 pm in Chapel Hall.
Monday, November 26: Non-Trivial Pursuits gets you in
the holiday mood looking at surprising connections
between Jewish traditions and Christmas with Messianic
Jewish Rabbi and Professor John Fischer talking about
“The Jewish Roots of Christmas” at 7:30 in Chapel Hall.

