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Halloween is an exciting time of year for many children.
Kids have the chance to play “dress up” and use their
imagination while transforming into a new character for the
night. As Halloween approaches, parents need to keep
safety in mind, as their children are running from house to
house to fill their bags full of sweet treats. Safety needs to
be incorporated into every aspect of Halloween night, from
the costume’s your children pick to the candy given out in
the neighborhood. 
Deciding whether to be a ghost, princess or ferocious lion
is always a tough decision for children picking out their
costumes. While you’re at the store picking out the perfect
fit, remember, costumes too long or too heavy may cause
young children to get tangled up and fall. A mask on a
child can block their peripheral vision, which means they
could miss seeing an oncoming car. Face paint, wigs and
hats are safer alternatives to masks. Reflective tape on
costumes can be easily applied and allows children to be
visible to drivers at night. A glow stick is also a good idea
to keep children visible and children are able to wear them
as a decorative necklace. 
Parents, caregivers or older siblings should always
accompany small children while they trick or treat through
the neighborhood. Children should be taught to only
approach homes that are well lit and appear open and
welcoming to trick-or-treaters. Children should walk
through the neighborhoods on well-traveled routes and
never take shortcuts. Having large groups of children walk
together is always a good idea to keep everyone safe.
Children should be taught never to approach a stranger’s
vehicle. Children should learn to immediately run away if

they are asked to get in a stranger’s car. If a person
attempts to grab your child, let them know they are to yell
and scream as loud as they can for help, to draw attention
to themselves. 
Remind your children never to accept an invitation to go
inside a stranger’s home. Parents should become aware of
where registered sexual offenders live in the community.
Parents are able to visit www.fdle.state.fl.us to access the
Florida Department of Law Enforcement’s Sexual Offender
Database. If anyone sees anything suspicious occurring at
an offender or a predator’s residence they are asked to
contact the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office SPOT unit at
(727) 582-5601. 
Halloween night can be fun and exciting but children
should be reminded to always use sidewalks, if they are
available, while running from door to door. If a sidewalk is
not available, they should walk as close as possible to the
edge of the roadway. Children should be instructed to walk
in the opposite direction of traffic and obey all traffic laws.
Being respectful to other people’s property is also a great
lesson. Children should use sidewalks and driveways when
approaching each house and stay out of the landscaping
and off the lawn. 
Lastly, parents and caregivers should keep a cell phone on
them in case of an emergency. Children should learn to
call 9-1-1 in case of an emergency. Once the little ones
have arrived back home, check each piece of candy to
ensure nothing has been tampered with. Following these
tips can help everyone have a fun filled Halloween night
and help us to achieve our goal of “Leading the Way for a
Safer Pinellas.”
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