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The Palm Garden Restaurant, in the mid-1950s was one of the largest and most popular restaurants in Pinellas County.
Photo courtesy of Indian Rocks Beach Historical Museum

Dining in the garDen
Longtime local residents and vacationers will likely have
fond recollections of what was truly a destination dining
experience.
The Palm Garden Restaurant was located just south of
West Bay Dr in Largo, within easy reach of the beaches.
During its heyday in the '50s and early '60s, the
landmark eatery could seat close to 600 people in three
distinctive dining areas.
An indoor dining room featured air conditioning, a rarity
in those times and much appreciated during the warmer
months. Tropical splendor could be enjoyed with a table
at one of the two outdoor dining areas, amid lush
surroundings. One was screened in with a roof, while
the other was totally outdoors, "just tables in a jungle-like
setting," Largo native Don Forehand recalls.
The whole operation was huge, and covered the entire
area where the Walgreen's, Wendy's and adjacent
shopping complex sit today.
The establishment was part of the Indian Rocks Fruit
company, whose packing plant was located next door.
Its roots stretch back to 1926 when Harry Ulmer, Indian
Rocks Fruit's founder and namesake of today's Ulmerton
Road, opened a snack bar selling sandwiches along with
kumquat ice cream, their specialty.

During the booming post-World War II years, visitors
prevailed upon Ulmer to expand beyond the snack menu
and offer full service dining. In 1947, he built the Palm
Garden Restaurant, spending additional thousands of
dollars to lushly landscape the grounds.
Dining amid a tropical paradise setting proved an
irresistible experience in the days before Disney, Tiki
Gardens or even the Kapok Tree. Tourists and locals
alike crowded in, and the Palm Garden's reputation was
made. A 1948 ad proclaimed it "The South's Finest
Eating Place."
Harry Ulmer continued operation of the Palm Garden for
15 years. Then the Hastert family, proprietors of the White
Fence Farm in Illinois, took over, putting their own brand
on the Palm Garden. A 1962 St. Pete Times write-up
urged readers to try their famous White Fence Farm
Chicken.
Ownership changed again in the mid-1960s. The Miller
family of Cincinnati took charge, and added a
picturesque waterfall and an ice show with portable rink.
But gimmicks and renovations could not hide a coming
reality that would doom the Palm Garden. By the late
'60s, the property's "highest and best use" was not a four
acre restaurant and gardens. The restaurant closed in
1969, and the land was sold to local developer Kenneth
Kepler. On June 2 of that year starting at 10 a.m. there
was an auction of "the entire contents of the beautiful
Palm Garden Restaurant … to the bare walls."
By Wayne Ayers Indian Rocks Historical Society
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Do you need another copy of this
newsletter. You may pick up
additional copies of this
newsletter at all City Halls, Surf &
Turf Market, most Banks and the
Belleair Food Mart. Need a lot
more? Call 517-1997.
This newsletter is printed every
other month and survives on local
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people advertising here. If you
are a Belleair resident you receive
a discount when you advertise.
We also offer advertising
discounts in our other issues,
Madeira Beach, Indian Rocks
Beach, Clearwater Beach and
Downtown St. Petersburg.
Call me for the next issue. For
more information, or to read our
other issues online, visit
BeachNewsletters.com
© 2010 Griffin Productions, Inc.

City nUmBerS

CITy of BEllEAIr BlUffS
www.belleairbluffs.org
2747 Sunset Blvd City Hall: 584-2151
FIre DePt: 587-6714
SHerIFF: 582-6200
MAYOr - Chris Arbutine, Sr
COMMISSIONerS —
Jack Nazario - Vice Mayor • Suzy
Sofer • taylour Shimkus • Jack
Nazario • Joseph A. Barkley, III
CITy of BEllEAIr BEACh
www.cityofbelleairbeach.com
444 Causeway Blvd City Hall: 595-4646
FIre DePt: 595-1117
POlICe: 595-4646
MAYOr - lynn rives
COMMISSIONerS — rob Baldwin Vice Mayor • Mitchell Krach • Stan
Sofer • David Dumville, Jr. • Kathy
Mortensen • leslie Notaro
TowN of BEllEAIr ShorE
www.belleairshore.com
1200 Gulf Blvd, Belleair Shore 593-9296
FIre DePt: 595-1117
POlICe DePt: 595-4646
MAYOr: John A. robertson
COMMISSIONerS — John e. Hayes, Jr.
robert e. Schmidt, Jr. • ray Piscitelli
richard D. Jordan
TowN of BEllEAIr
www.townofbelleair-fl.gov
901 Ponce de leon Blvd, Belleair 588-3769
FIre DePt: 588-8392
POlICe DePt: 588-3769
MAYOr - Gary H. Katica
COMMISSIONerS — Stephen r. Fowler
Deputy Mayor• tom Shelly• Patricia
Irwin• Stephanie Oddo
CITy of lArgo
www.largo.com
201 Highland Ave, largo Info: 587-6700
FIre DePt: 587-6714
POlICe: 586-7427
MAYOr - Patricia Gerard
COMMISSIONerS — Mary Gray Black
robert Murray • Curtis Holmes
Gigi Arntzen • Harriet K. Crozier
Woody Brown
BEllEAIr fINE ArTS SoCIETy 934-4304
frIENDS of ThE BIlTMorE
581-5171
BEllEAIr SENIor SoCIAl ClUB 584-2165
ClEArwATEr SAIlINg
517-7776
BEllEAIr BrIDgE groUp
669-5283

BEllEAIr ArEA roTAry ClUB
Meets at Belleair Country Club every thur. for
lunch; ed Shaughnessy . . . . . . . 461-7171
BEllEAIr woMEN’S rEpUBlICAN ClUB
Meets at Belleair Country Club. First Friday at
Noon Corrine Schlising . . . . . 596-5025
BlUffS BUSINESS ASSoCIATIoN
Kim Bender, President . . . . . . . . 559-7881
TowN of BEllEAIr CIVIC ASSoC.
Sandy tuten, President . . . . . . . 581-7314
BEllEAIr yoUNg woMAN’S SoCIETy
Nettie thomas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 585-5464
EMErgENCIES: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
ShErIff NoN-EMErgENCIES 582-6200
ShErIff DISpATCh . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
pINEllAS CoUNTy INfo . . . . 464-3000
ChAMBEr of CoMMErCE
Gulf Beaches . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach . . . . . . . . 447-7600
largo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 584-2321
ElECTrICITy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
phoNE (residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
phoNE (Business) . . . . . . . 800-483-5000
wATEr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-4000
CABlE (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020
------------------------------------------------CoUNTy INforMATIoN . . . . 464-3000
CoMMISSIoN offICES . . . . . 464-3377
Calvin Harris . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3360
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
STATE:
Senator Dennis Jones . . . . 727-549-6411
republican, District 13
8940 Seminole Blvd, Seminole 33772
Jones.Dennis.web@flsenate.gov
representative Jim Frishe . 727-518-3902
republican, District 54
125 Indian rocks rd, Belleair Bluffs
Jim.Frishe@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Governor Charlie Crist
Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com
florIDA UNITED STATES SENATorS:
George lemieux . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.lemieux.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
ArEA UNITED STATES rEprESENTATIVE:
rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/young

2010 CaLenDar OF LOCaL eVentS
may
Loggerhead Turtle Season Begins
1
Cinco de Mayo
5
Postal Workers / Food Drive
8
Mother's Day
9
Belleair Bluff's Business Assn Mixer
13
Stone Crab Season Ends
15
Household Chemical Cleanup (IRB)
15
Safe Boating Week
24-30
Memorial Day
31
JUne:
Hurricane Season Begins
1
Public School Ends for 2010
9
Belleair Bluffs Business Assn Mixer
10
Flag Day
14
Heritage Village Antique Appraisal Fair 19
Father's Day
20
Beginning of Summer
21

Morton Plant Mease Triathlon
27
JULy
Belleair Bluffs July 4th Celebration 3
Independence Day
4
Belleair Bluffs Business Assn Mixer
8
Morton Plant / Mease Triathlon
11
aUgUSt
Property Tax Trim Notices Mailed 9
Bluff's Business Assn Mixer
12
Public School Begins
24
SePtemBer
Grandparents Day
5
Labor Day
6
Bluff's Business Assn Mixer
9
Bucs Opening Game against Cleveland12
Yom Kippur
17
Beginning of Autumn
23
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Did You Know...
BUDgET CUTS hIT
ThE wATEr The
Sheriff's department is
being forced to make
departmental cut backs.
Some of those cuts will
be on the water. They
have eliminated three
deputies from the water
patrol department. That
leaves a Sergeant and 4
deputies positions on
the waterways. The
Environmental Lands Unit was also being cut by 3
deputies. That leaves only 2 deputies, reporting to the
Marine Unit Sergeant, patrolling our land areas.
___________________________________________________
CoUNTry DAy SUMMEr CAMp Camps being offered
for grades 1 to age 14 are art, culinary, computer,
science, sports, drama, and a horse camp. For ages 2 to
kindergarten, campers enjoy summer activities, water
games, swimming and pony rides, all in a Montessori
learning environment, with an on site pool. June 7-Aug.
13. 9 am - 3 pm, with extended-care available. They are
located at 11499 Vonn Road, Largo, call 596-1902.
_________________________________________________
SkIM BoArD CAMp Summer is coming, so break out
the skim boards and paddle boards. The Island Surf
Shop is offering Skim Board Camp starting June 14th,
Monday - Friday, and free Paddle Board lessons. Call
Larry
at 596-2244 for more information.
_________________________________________________
DIAMoNDS AND SApphIrES The Town of Belleair’s
85th Anniversary Diamond and Sapphire Gala, held in
February was a huge success. The opening ceremonies,
including an introduction by Mayor Katica and fireworks,
were at the Belleair County Club. Then the 450 guests
dined on tapas, in the Japanese Garden, which once was
a tourist attraction at Eagles Nest. The night continued with
dancing to Jacksonville’s Diggin Rhythm and Brass.
Former Commissioner Karla Rettstatt deserves a lot of
credit for making this event happen.
_________________________________________________
ClEArwATEr MArINE AQUArIUM CoNTEST This
summer the Clearwater Marine Aquarium is offering a
kid’s Summer Camp. Right now they are sponsoring a
contest to win one free week. The deadline to enter is May
14th. Get more information at www.SeeWinter.com or call
441-1790
ext 252 and ask for Sarah Schultze.
_________________________________________________
gArAgE SAlE fUND rAISEr Saturday April 17th, a
group of Belleair residents,
headed by Amy Maguire
and Karla Rettstatt, held a
garage sale at Belleview
Biltmore Golf Course. The
sale raised $1,700.00 for
the RCS Food Pantry, which
is serving a record number
of families due to the poor
economy and so many
people having lost their
jobs. Pictured here is the
Maguire Family.
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and More...
MoMMy AND ME
A group of moms,
dads guardians and
kids mingle the first
and third Tuesdays
of each month in
the Belleair Beach
Community Center.
In April they
donated twelve
bags of gently used childrens clothing, a monetary
donation, as well as assorted baby toys and household
items to the Grace House. They are planning another
community outreach event this fall. The group meets at
9:30am for two hours. There is no fee. To get involved, email Lee Weliczka, TastefuullyLee@Yahoo.com, visit their
blog at www.Mommyme-irb.blogspot.com.
___________________________________________________
MEAlS oN whEElS VolUNTEErS ArE NEEDED
They deliver meals to home-bound Pinellas residents
through the Neighborly Meals on Wheels program.
Volunteers pick up meals at sites near them and deliver
them to residents in their area. Call Pat Hazell at 5739444 Ext 291 for more information.
___________________________________________________
MorNINg yoUTh CAMp The Belleair Recreation
Department's Morning Youth Camp for children ages 6-12
is from 9am to noon, daily. The camp offers a unique
variety of activities, games, challenges and wacky
competitions with an emphasis on safety, relationship
building and fun. There are limited spots available. To
register, call 518-3728 or visit www.BelleairREC.com.
_________________________________________________
hoUSEholD ChEMICAl ClEAN Up Time to clean
out the garage. Don't throw your old paint, chemicals,
TV's, monitors,or other hazardous things in the trash,
bring them to Indian Rocks Beach’s City Hall Saturday,
May 15th 9am-4pm. For information, call 595-6889.
_______________________
MAIl CArrIErS fooD
DrIVE Support our local
mail carriers efforts to help
the needy during the US
Post Office’s annual food
drive. Leave sealed or
canned food by your mail
box Sat., May 8th, for your
mail carrier to pick up. All
food collected on the
beach is taken to the
Beaches Food Pantry at the
Calvary Episcopal Church in Indian Rocks Beach. Food
collected in Belleair and Belleair Bluffs goes to the RCS
Food Bank in Clearwater. 90% of the food collected on
the mainland, goes to RCS Ministries in Clearwater. The
rest goes to Alder's Gate Church and Abundant Life
Church. Last year, Tampa Bay carriers collected more
food than any other area in the United States.
_________________________________________________
NEXT ISSUE IN AUgUST This newsletter is printed four
times a year, and survives on advertisements. Please
support the advertisers. Belleair area residents advertising,
receive a discount. Read this issue, as well as our new
Clearwater issue and other areas, online at
BeachNewsletters.com.
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ThE pAlM gArDEN rESTAUrANT
AS I rEMEMBEr IT
An Interview with
Tommy Hammock
by Bob Griffin, Publisher
I worked at The Palm Garden
Restaurant from the ninth grade
until the end of college, totaling
about eight years. I was there
during their heyday, the early
50's. We lived off Hamlin Road
allowing me to walk to work each
day. I was just a bus boy and
worked for 25¢ per hour.
Harry Ulmer owned the restaurant. He also owned a
citrus packing and processing plant, on the corner of
today's Oakhurst and Walsingham Road, where
Walgreens is today. In addition, he owned an ice cream
manufacturing plant, a candy kitchen and stables for his
dozen or so race horses.
The Palm Garden Restaurant was considered the 'best'
restaurant in all of Pinellas County. It was probably the
largest, too. It was not an expensive place to eat. They
served seafood, chicken and steaks. When you got to
your table, they always gave you a free glass of orange
juice and a nice relish tray.
It was the only place that served food outdoors in a
garden, thus the name. It had a large fish pond in the
middle of the garden, stocked with fish. One day, I saw
a waiter, not looking where he was going, fall into the
pond carrying about a dozen orders.
Inside, in the main dining room, there was an older
man playing the organ. He worked at the restaurant for
over 20 years.
Dessert was normally ice cream, from Ulmer's own
plant. The Candy Kitchen also supplied desserts,
including fruit cakes. For over 20 years, my mother,
Doris Hammock, supervised The Candy Kitchen fruit
cake operation. They sold over 10,000 pounds of cakes
per year.
Quite a few famous people ate at the restaurant while I
was working there. I saw Marilyn Monroe and Joe
DiMaggio as well as Augie Busch, the owner of
Budweiser.
Tommy passed away this past year, shortly after this
interview.

TUrTlE SEASoN STArTS
Loggerhead turtle season began May 1st. At any time
female turtles may appear on our beaches, laying their
eggs in the sand. It varies from year to year, but in 2009
there were 10,402 hatchlings. Here are the number of
nests that hatched on each beach:
Clearwater Beach
23
Belleair Beach
13
Indian Rocks Beach
19
Indian Shores
14
Redington Beaches
12
Madeira Beach 17
Treasure Island
21
St Pete Beach
10
The Clearwater Marine Aquarium sponsors a Sea Turtle
Nesting Watch Program. Volunteers monitor the nests
when they are close to hatching. To get involved contact
Dawn DeSantis – 441-1790 x230.
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LOCaL OrganizatiOnaL newS
BEllEAIr gArDEN ClUB meets at 903 Ponce de Leon
Blvd. in the Town of Belleair. Membership is $50 per
year. Call Barbara Chapman at 581-8929 for more
information. May 5, Installation of New Officers, $28 per
person lunch. Other meetings: June 2, July 7, August 4,
September 1.
BEllEAIr ArEA roTAry meets at 12:15pm, every
Thursday, in the Belleair Country Club. The third
Thursday of every month is the general assembly and
Board meeting. They have events throughout the year
with proceeds benefiting many local charities. For more
information, call President Kelly Carter, 734-9890.
BEllEAIr BlUff's roTAry announced in March it was
disbanding. Membership had declined to the point that "it
just wasn't viable to continue," says Past-President Pat
France. Nearby chapters in Belleair, Largo and Indian
Rocks Beach welcome their members to join.
BEllEAIr BEACh lADIES lUNChEoN ClUB Meets
the second Tuesday each month, October to May. The
final meeting of the season on May 11 will be held at
Island Way Grill. It costs $25 per person and includes
lunch. This will also be the Installation of Officers. RSVP
to Barbara Chapman at 581-8929. Membership, at $15
a year, is open to area residents.
BEllEAIr BrIDgE ClUB plays bridge twice a week at
the City Hall Auditorium, all year. It is coordinated by the
Belleair Recreation Center. Call Betty Grandoff at
669- 5283 to start playing.

BEllEAIr yoUNg woMEN’S SoCIETy Founded in
1979, their purpose is to promote friendship through
social activities. They are also involved in community
service. One thing is apparent, they have fun. To join or
get more information, call 461-9402.
BEllEAIr fINE ArTS SoCIETy Contact Lois
O'Donnell at 595-1349 or Joyce Muller at 595-6888.
BEllEAIr SENIor SoCIAl ClUB recently hanged
their name from the Belleair Single Seniors because
many of their members are not single. This summer they
will be taking 'day trips' to Tarpon Springs, Crystal River,
Sanibel Island and the new Tampa Museum of Art. They
meet every Tuesday morning, in the back of Panera,
Bread for coffee and socializing at 9am. They also meet
at a different restaurant on most Sundays at 6pm. This
organization is open to seniors over 60, living in the
greater Belleair area. Call 584-2165 for information.
BEllEAIr woMEN'S rEpUBlICAN ClUB meets once
a month during lunch at the Belleair Country Club,
11:45am and includes “issue appropriate speakers”. It
cost $21 per meeting. To RSVP, call Corrine Schlising at
724-3242. Their next meeting is May 7, with Paula
Dockery, Florida State Senator and candidate for
Governor speaking. Future meetings include:
June 4: Bill McCollumn, State Attorney General candidate for Governor
July 9: Governor Charlie Crist, - candidate for US
Senate.
Get information at BelleairWomensRepublicanClub.com.
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lArgo’S MAy EVENTS

For more information visit LargoEvents.com

May 1st & 2nd, Train Weekend, Largo Central Park, 10
am - 4 pm; Ride the miniature trains of Largo Central
Railroad on the first full weekend of every.
May 1st , Extreme Jams, Highland Skate Park, 12pm 6pm; The first Saturday of each month is free for bikers
and skaters. Helmets required and liability waivers must
be on file.
May 7th - May 16th, Eight O'Clock Theatre presents
Moon Over Buffalo, Largo Cultural Center, ThursdaySaturday 8pm & Sunday 2pm; Comedy centers around
a plot full of misunderstandings, misplaced affections
and missing persons. Buy tickets now at 727-587-6793.
May 7th, Schools Out Day, Highland Recreation
Complex, 7 am - 6pm; Go on a magic carpet ride
during this Aladdin-themed adventure. Participants must
bring lunch and a snack.
May 7th, Sunset Sounds, Ulmer Park, 7pm - 9pm; Enjoy
a night of relaxing music in beautiful downtown Largo.
Bring your friends, family and chairs for a good time!
May 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th, Movies in the Park, Largo
Central Park, 8pm; Watch a FREE family movie on the
BIG screen. Refreshments will be sold. Themed activities
will begin at 6:30pm and the movie begins at dark.

May 8th & 9th, Highland Family Aquatic Center
Spring Grand Opening, Highland Family Aquatic
Center, 12pm - 4pm; Bring the whole family and enjoy
free hotdogs and a visit by Chick-fil-A. On Sunday, all
moms will receive a special gift in honor of Mother's
Day! For more information, visit LargoPools.com.
May 8th, All Day Scrapbook Crop, Highland Recreation
Complex, 12pm - 8pm; An entire day of scrapbooking.
Bring your photos and supplies, we will provide drinks
and light snacks.
May 8th, Family Freecycle, Largo Public Library, 1pm 3pm; Bring your clean, gently-used toys, games and
outgrown clothing to the Library's children's department
starting on Thursday, May 6th at 12pm. Saturday find a
new home for your things and maybe something new for
your family. You don't need money; everything is free. At
the end, all of remaining items will be donated to charity.
Call 727-587-6715.
May 15th, Sea, Sand and Synchro: A Synchronized
Swimming Spectacular, Southwest Pool, 6:30pm; Gates
will open at 6pm. For more information and tickets, call
Susan at 727-644-6979.
May 31st, Memorial Day Sunset Ceremony, Largo
Central Park, 7pm - 9pm; Join the City of Largo and
honor those who have sacrificed their lives as soldiers in
the United States Armed forces.
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CITy goVErNMENT NEwS
BEllEAIr BlUffS
CRIME WATCH 10 years ago Belleair Bluff's citizens
disbanded their Crime Watch program. But with the
increase in graffiti on local buildings, there has been a
move to reorganize Crime Watch activities. Mayor Chris
Arbutine would like to see businesses get involved, too. The
city and the Sheriff support of Crime Watch program
reorganization efforts. Unfortunately, the Crime Prevention
Department of the Sherrif Office has been closed due to
budget cuts and very few Belleair Bluffs residents attended
the first Neighborhood Crime Watch meeting, so the
program has been suspended. Deputies on duty will
provide extended crime prevention when possible.
NEW FIRE STATION Largo officials want build a fire station
a mile south of Belleair Bluffs, in Largo, on Indian Rocks
Road, but the land purchase has not been completed.
They had hoped to start development immediately, with an
expected October construction start date. That is now seen
as unlikely. The opening for the new station could be as far
away as two and a half years. The property is just north of
the hospital. As soon as the station is complete, Largo will
close Station #43 in Belleair Bluffs. They expect to use
$600,000 in sales tax funds for the land purchase.

TowN of BEllEAIr

LEASH LAW ENFORCED Residents came to City Hall to
protest the enforcement of a long standing leash law
ordinance. Many people enjoy running their dogs along
the bluffs in the area parks. City leaders advised citizens
that the leash law has been on the books for many
years, but enforcement was spotty until the city hired a
new code enforcement officer. "First time offenders
receive a warning, while second timers may receive a
fine," says Police Chief Tom Edwards. Commissioner
Oddo adds that leash laws cannot be selectively
enforced. Commissioner Shelly thinks more citizens
support the leash law than opposed it. New
Commissioner Irwin suggested building a dog park.

BEllEAIr ShorES

CODE ENFORCEMENT In February a new ordinance was
passed giving the mayor the authority to issue a notice of
violation with 15 days to comply if a property falls into
disrepair. If no action is taken, the property will be cleaned
and the owner billed for the cost, or a lien will be filed
against the property. This ordinance was tested in March,
when notices were mailed to owners at 800 and 1650
Gulf Blvd. Owners were given 10 days to bring their
properties into compliance. 1650 is in negotiation and the
other, a vacant lot in the 800 block is being cleaned.
COUNTING ON THE CENSUS Mayor Robertson said
during the 2000 census Belleair Shores did not show up in
the final counts. That is a problem because cities receive
federal funds based on those numbers.

BEllEAIr BEACh

INTRODUCTORY RATES are available to rent the
Community Center Main Hall. Residents may rent it for
$100.00 (plus tax) for 2 hour minimum, and $50 for each
hour afterwards. Non-residents rates are $200.00 for 2
hours, and $100 for each hour beyond that. The
Community Center Room (30 persons or less) may be
rented by residents for $50.00 for 2 hours, and $25.00 for
each additional hour. Non-Residents rates are $100 for 2
hours, and $50 for each additional hour.
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BrIDgE offICIAlly opEN

Even though the new
bridge opened to traffic
in May of 2009, the
County held an official
grand opening party on
April 26. The event was
held inside the new
boat ramp area at the
northeast end.
Karen Williams Seel,
Chairperson of the Pinellas County Commission was the
official host. Also speaking at the opening was Chris
Arbutine, Mayor of Belleair Bluffs and Lynn Rives, Mayor of
Belleair Beach.

Not everyone was happy with the finished bridge. A group
protested various aspects of the project, including the loss
of parking and the windsurfing beach that was previously
located at the northwest end of the old bridge.

froM TENNIS To pINg poNg
What do you do when you plan a large, celebrity tennis
tournament and it rains? Move the event indoors and
play ping pong with the stars.
On March 21, Soosie Laxenby planned the eMASON,
One and Done Celebrity Tennis doubles Pro-AM at the
Belleair Country Club. Jim Courier and Anna
Kournikova were the tennis stars. While Jack Harris,
Mike Alstott and Ryan Nece were the local celebrities.
Participants were given a chance to play opposite the
tennis greats.
Unfortunately,
that day it
rained, hard.
Lazenby moved
the event
indoors, and the
Pro-AM became
a game of ping
pong. No one
seemed to mind.
It was all for
charity. In spite
of the rain, the
event raised over $80,000.
Proceeds benefit the Morton Plant Hospital's Doyle
Women's and Children's Health Initiative, which will
create a 'hospital with-in a hospital' environment focused
on meeting the health needs of women and their
families with private patient care rooms and advanced
technology.
eMASON is a Clearwater-based software provider.
Soozie Lazenby owns Urban Coast, in Belleair Bluffs.

BeLLeair BLUFFS’ reStaUrant
CoDy'S orIgINAl roAD hoUSE

2890 W. Bay Dr. 584-8473
Hours: Mon - Thu
3:30pm to 10:30pm,
Fri - Sat 3:30 to 11pm
Reservations: Call
ahead wait list only
Get there early for
their 2 for 1 drinks
until 7 pm, also at the
tables eat peanuts and
throw the shells on the
floor.
Wednesdays is 2 for 1
Fajita night - buy 1 Fajita diner and get one free. As you can
figure, the line is out the door, but this very casual restaurant
really delivers some delicious down to earth food. The Prime Rib
will knock your socks off at $14.98. The Porterhouse Pork Chip at
$13.98 is a tender grilled piece of meat that virtually melts in the
mouth. Their Ribs are better than I have tasted in many states.
Half slab Baby Backs are $13.95.
All entrees include Cody’s Road House Salad (bottomless) - yeast
rolls and choice of baked, or garlic mashed potato and, can you
believe, a delicious baked sweet potato. Cody’s early bird is from
3:30 - 6pm Monday - Saturday (non-holidays).
They have a great 8 oz. center cut Grilled Pork Chop at $7.98
with all the regular fixings. I've tried the Herb and Onion Crusted
Salmon at $8.98 on a bed of rice pilaf with all the regular fixings,
and this is less expensive than cooking at home and very
delicious. There are several other early bird selections, all equally
great choices and great value. Come after church on Sunday for
$7.99 specials with fixings from noon to 4pm.
Hey you might see your Love Chef at the bar incognito watching
the changing scene; a fun atmosphere and real folks from all
around the world. Hey, I bumped into my ex from Texas at the
bar last week!

wESTShorE pIZZA,

2955 W. Bay Drive, 585-6974
Hours: Mon - Thur 11am to 10pm,
Fri- Sat 11am to 11pm
Reservations: Not necessary,
Our local outpost of this Tampa based
chain brings all the classics to the
Bluffs, including Pizza New York style,
made with fresh dough and real dairy
products.
My last pizza here was their 18" steak
lovers pizza at $15.50 (get crust well
done like me), and like all their pizzas
order a second and it's half off. Pop it
in the freezer for another time.
Their wings are the closest I've gotten
this side of The 'Buffalo' Shrine where my picture hangs - 12
wings at $8.40. Name your degree of hotness. Enjoy a
memorable "Philly Steak Cheese" for $6.75, a Greek Salad to
share, with great ingredients at $7.99, a Baked Lasagna at
$6.99, the Chicken Parmigiana with spaghetti at $7.49, an
Eggplant Parmigiana with spaghetti at $7.49, and tasty
interpretations of some Italian classics will satisfy your hunger.
Call ahead to order to dine in, or they do deliver, so you can set
your own mood at home to watch the sunset with some hearty
food. Hey did I say "don't cook"?

MAggIE MAE'S oN ThE BlUffS

2961 W. Bay Dr., 724-4243
Hours: 7am to 2:30pm, daily
Reservations: Not accepted
This is the sister restaurant to
the original location in The
Shoppes on Sand Key. It is a
huge hit with regulars and
area visitors, serving
southern breakfast and lunch
daily.
Their Buckwheat Pancakes
are delicious at $4.25. My
Maggie Mae’s Owner Allen Edger
favorite Maggie Mae
breakfast is their homemade Corned Beef Hash with eggs and
toast at $6.95.
Some not so usual menu items like the Fried Baloney on a Kaiser
roll is great, and Pan Fried Spam (not that stuff on your computer,
but the "meat" in the square can) served on a ciabatta bun at
$5.95.
The more traditional Cheese Steak Quesadilla is a hefty dish of
shaved ribeye steak, Monterey Jack cheese, caramelize onions,
roasted pepper, and sour cream with jalapenos at $5.50 a plate.
It's a feast! The Turkey Panini with cranberry mayo at $5.50 is
another sandwich I sometimes grab to go.
Maggie Mae's is kid friendly, and tots have a special menu. One
visit and you'll see why the joint is
famous. Don't forget to read all the
funny signs hanging on the walls.

lE BoUChoN BISTro

796 Indian Rocks Road, 585-9777
Hours: Mon - Fri 11 am to 2pm and
5 to 10pm. Sat 5 to 10pm
Reservations: Accepted
Your little piece of Paris is right here
at the Bluffs, replete with the food,
wine and song.
This favorite bistro constantly dishes
out great Crepes for lunch at $7.50
to a Petite Stroganoff dinner at
$18.50. Dip that French bread into
Le Bouchon Chef
every drop of the paprika sauce. My
Christian Routier
recent Salmon with caper sauce at
$18.50 was as good as salmon could be. They have 10" French
Pizzas at $10.50 (lunch/dinner). The Toulouse, my favorite, has
sauteed chicken and blue cheese.
A bistro must have the traditional French baguette sandwich choose from chicken, beef or ham and Swiss for $7.50, add their
classic French fries at $2.75 (worth it!!) and Walla.
Place your dinner order before 6pm Monday - Thursday and
receive 15% off. Happy hours at the wine bar 5 to 7pm Monday
through Thursday, offer great wines at reduced prices. Enjoy live
music (French ballads, melodies) on Thursday and Saturday
evenings 6 to 9:30pm. Have you ever had Happy Birthday sung
to you in French?
Do inquire about their fabulous wine dinners. Though usually
closed on Sundays they will be open for Mother’s Day.

MArlIN DArlIN grIll

2819 W, Bay Drive, 584-1700
Hours: Mon - Thu 4 to 10pm, Fri-Sat 4 to 11pm
*Lounge Wednesday through Saturday until 2 am
Reservations: Accepted
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*Mr. Anthony, known as the Love Chef, is the author of a number of cook books and appears on local and national TV. You can find
"Cooking With Love" and "The Love Chef" are registered trademarks. Photos by Wayne Cathell, www.BelleairImages.com
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From the Baystar family of restaurants
(Salt Rock Grill/Island Way) this is
Belleair Bluffs’ jewel with a menu
created by my friend Chef Tom, it has
become a constant. The main reason is
their "Real Deal" menu at $10 which is
a complete delicious meal starting with
Caesar Salad or House Salad and your
choice of 12 entrees. The Lamb Chop
or Cuban Pork seems to be what I
always order, but I have had all 12
selections and each is a winner!!
Included a mini desert - with three
choices. All for $10. There are also
other offerings each evening at
reasonable prices.
Marlin Darlin’s Owner
Yhe bar is always jammin' because
Frank Chivas
Well/House wines and some call brands
4 to 6pm at $2, and 6 to 9pm at $3 and Grey Goose
Martini/skinny Cosmo/Appletinis are $5 every day.
But it gets better - Wed. - Sat. evenings the bar/lounge area turns
into the Swordfish Lounge and is open until 2am for a kickback
relaxing atmosphere - the
Bluff's are rocking.

pANErA BrEAD

2928 W. Bay Drive,
518-8900
Hours: Mon - Sat 6:30am
to 9pm, Sun 7am to 8pm
Reservations: None.
They are best known for
their tall and hot Coffees
and the Panera's breakfast
power sandwich at $3.29,
made with all natural eggs, freshly cracked every morning, a big
slice of Vermont Cheddar and smoked lean ham grilled between
two slices of Panera's freshly whole grain bread. Try the Apple
Crunch Muffin at $1.89, filled with chunks of apple and
cinnamon or the other fine baked goods, grab a sandwich, a
fresh salad combo or a satisfying soup; all in this free WIFI space.
When you arrive in the afternoon our Bluffs location usually has
some taste samples, which I nibble on before I usually buy one.
They have great baked items (in addition to bread).
Try the new Cuban Panini sandwich at $6.59 with chips or apple.
It is a good combination of flavors, natural chicken, smoked lean
ham, pickles, Swiss, chipotle mayo on focaccia bread. The Asian
Chicken Salad at $6.99 is a must have. Their Caesar Salad at
$5.59 is always crisp, with great dressing and with a hunk of
bread, makes me a happy
camper.

JEwEl CAfÉ

2601 Jewell Road,
518-7901
Hours: Mon - Sat 7am to
3pm, Sun 7am to 2pm
The Jewel Café recently
changed ownership and the
a new experienced chef,
restaurateur spruced up this
"cute" space with an outdoor
patio and upgraded menu, but kept its prices reasonable. After
serving breakfast and lunch, it becomes a private party room.
My friends agree their Eggs Benedict at $7.50 with grits or
breakfast potatoes is one of the area's best, and here 'real men'

eat their Quiche; this deep dish served with the Jewel's Banana
Pudding, or sliced tomato or potato at $7.95 will make you want
to play 18 holes. I love a good chicken salad, and their's is a
crowd pleaser, with pulled fresh white meat chicken on a
croissant at $7.50.
This is a great party space, and they will create a reasonable sit
down private dinner, for up to 36 guests, or a tea party, etc.
Love Chef inside tip - a wine and beer license is pending.

E & E STAkEoUT grIll

100 N. Indian Rock Road 585-6399
Hours: Lunch Mon-Fri 11:30am to 4
pm, Dinner Mon-Thu 4 to 10 pm, Fri
- Sat 4 to 10:30pm,
Sunday 4 to 9pm
Reservations: Accepted
Always jumping; this popular Bluffs
'shrine' consistently serves top notch
cuisine. Their bar lounge, with outside
seating, has a great following of
locals. From 4 to 6pm weekdays
drinks are 2 for 1. Try their margarita E&E Stakeout’s Chef Erwin
made with fresh juices and a lot of
love, it is one of the best!
Early Bird Dinner from 4 to 5:15 pm gets you a delicious Prime
Rib at $13.95, Salmon at $12.95, plus other items.
There is always a weekday special. On my last visit, the Great
Western Rodeo Steak at $14.95, a tasty cut of meat at about 14
oz., was a winner. A previous visit served up a pan seared
Chilean Sea Bass with a wasabi remoulade, blackberry,
habanera drizzle and arborio mushroom risotto at $23.50. This
dish "rang my bell"; a great taste with perfect seasoning.
I haven't yet mentioned lunch dishes at E & E, but boys and girls
go have fun, with their great easy menu with daily specials. This is
a Love Chef destination restaurant!

BoNEfISh grIll

2939 W. Bay Drive, 518-1230
Hours: Mon - Thu 4 to 10:30 pm
Fri - Sat 4 to 11:30pm,
Sun 4 to 10pm
Reservations: Accepted
Steady and consistent, the
Bonefish Grill packs them in
every day. From 4 to 6:30pm
drinks are half-price, with some
drinks and wine at $5 all day.
Grab one of the great appetizers
- Bang Bang Shrimp served with a creamy spicy sauce at $7.90
and the Singapore Calamari at $6.90 are your Love Chef's
favorite. Tender Calamari tossed with peppers and a sweet spicy
Asian sauce is one of the best I've tasted. They still have some of
the freshest fish around, served with a choice of their signature
sauces.
My Chilean Sea Bass at $13.50 served with their chimichurri
sauce was first rate, as was Lily’s Chicken at $12.90 - chicken
breast with goat cheese, artichoke hearts sauteed spinach with a
lemon basil sauce. There is also some great smaller offerings like
the Baha Fish Tacos/Cajun style and great mango salsa at $8.90.
And yes, their Kobe Beef Burger is a deal at $9; plump with a
great mouth feel (as only Kobe beef will do).
Come see why people are poppin' in from opening time to
closing. It is a nice ambience and adult feel. Sit and enjoy, it is
a Love Chef MUST.

n find his books at Amazon.com, and visit his website at thelovechef.com. Mr. Anthony is a resident of Sand Key.
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Business Briefs...
roCk & SoUl
opENS A new men
and women's clothing
store opened in
Belleair Bluffs in the
Belleair Bazaar
Shopping Center,
near Bonefish Grill.
"There is no other
store like this in the
Tampa Bay area,"
says owner Chris
Jewel. "We carry a unique mix of the hottest brands and
pull it all together in an atmosphere that is fun and
comfortable." They carry a hand-selected line of designer
apparel for men and women, as well as a gorgeous
array of women's jewelry. Call them at 585-3438.
_________________________________________________
BB&T CloSINg BrANCh The BB&T branch on West
Bay, next to Marlin Darlin's, is closing. They are
merging staff with branch on Indian Rocks Road N.
BB&T purchased the failed Colonial Banks and is
closing 15 overlapping branches in the area, which are
within a mile of each other. The closings are expected
to happen over the Memorial Day weekend. No layoffs
are expected.
_________________________________________________
BEllEVIEw BIlTMorE STATUS Latitude
Management Real Estate Investors cleared two
roadblocks, but others are coming. They bought the
113-year-old resort in June of 2007, for over $30
million dollars. The renovations are another $100
million renovation. But two groups initiated lawsuits that
stopped the project. The lawsuits have been resolved,
but now the challenge is finding financing. The
economic downturn and a tough credit market weren’t
a factor three years ago when the project started.
_____________________________
VICE prESIDENT Michael Alea,
a resident of nearby Indian
Rocks Beach, was recently
promoted to senior vicepresident and regional mortgage
manager of HomeBanc. Alea,
based in the Belleair Bluff's
office, has over 24 years of
mortgage banking experience.
_____________________________
NEw pET grooMINg
Healthy Glow Pet Grooming recently opened at 1661
W. Bay Dr. They only use natural products, and are are
offering a free teeth brushing and shampoo upgrade
with a full grooming. Call 330-7887 for information
_________________________________________________
olD hArBor BANk rATED ZEro One in four
Florida banks is considered in trouble. Bauer Financial
rates banks on a scale with 5 stars being the highest
and zero the lowest. Old Harbor Bank of Clearwater,
with a branch in Belleair Bluffs, recently had their
ranking lowered from two stars to zero. Bauer Financial
gave 47 banks in Florida a zero-star rating for 2009’s
fourth quarter. Of them, six are in the Tampa Bay area.
Find your bank’s rating Money.TampaBay.com.
_________________________________________________
oUT of BUSINESS:
You're Beautiful Salon, 772 Indian Rocks Road North.
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how DoES ThE CoUNTywIDE
fErTIlIZEr orDINANCE AffECT yoU?
A county-wide fertilizer ordinance recently went into
effect to regulate the use of fertilizers in Pinellas County.
What does this mean to you, as a Clearwater resident?
It’s not a fertilizer ban. You can still fertilize your lawn
and gardens, but new regulations limit the types of
fertilizers used during the rainy, summer months. Since
Florida experiences such hot, long summers, this is when
most residents water their lawns. It’s important to know
the new regulations, since they will help to reduce
harmful nutrients (such as nitrogen and phosphorous)
found in fertilizers from polluting our waterways.
This ordinance restricts the amounts of fertilizer used that
can run off lawns and drains into the city’s storm drains,
ponds, creeks, rivers, canals, and eventually to Tampa
Bay and the Gulf of Mexico. Excessive fertilizer, after it
drains to the bay, can cause algae blooms, which
suffocate fish, endanger marine wildlife, and deteriorate
water quality.
If you plan to fertilize, here is what you need to know:
l All County residents may apply fertilizers to their lawns
from Oct. 1 through May 31.
l Fertilizers containing nitrogen and/or phosphorus
cannot be applied to lawns or landscape plants from
June 1 to September 30.
l Don’t apply fertilizer if the National Weather Service
has issued a weather advisory in Pinellas County for
severe thunderstorms, floods, tropical storms, or if rains
greater than two inches in a 24-hour period is predicted.
l Fertilizer with nitrogen cannot be applied on newly
established lawns or landscape plants for the first 30
days.
l If granular fertilizers containing nitrogen are used,
they must contain no less than 50 percent slow-release
nitrogen, per guaranteed analysis label.
l Fertilizer cannot be applied or deposited onto any
solid surface, such as driveways, sidewalks, and roads,
nor can they be washed, swept, or blown off such
surfaces into stormwater drains, ditches, roadways, or
surface waters.
If this occurs, the fertilizer must be immediately removed
to the greatest extent possible.
l If using broadcast or rotary fertilizer spreaders,
deflector shields must deflect fertilizer granules from all
solid surfaces and surface waters.
l A fertilizer-free zone, defined as a 10-foot buffer, is
required from a wetland, top of the bank of a surface
water, or the landward edge of a seawall. Fertilizer
cannot be applied within this zone.
To learn more, call the Pinellas County Watershed
Management Division at (727) 464-4425.

BlUffS BUSINESS ASSoCIATIoN (BBA)
Meetings are held the second Thursday of every month.
Up coming meetings include:
May 13: Le Bouchon Bistro (Belleair Bluffs)
June 10: Dr. Trevor Quick’s Office
July 3: Celebration at City Hall
August 12: Dr. Bender’s office
To join, call President Kim Bender at 559-7881.
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Restaurant News
rESTAUrANT wEEk
The Clearwater Beach
Chamber of
Commerce is hosting
the inaugural
Clearwater Beach
Restaurant Week,
May 9th -15th, to
showcase the multiple styles of cuisine found on
Clearwater Beach and surrounding areas. A portion of
the proceeds will benefit the Clearwater Marine
Aquarium. For participating restaurants, visit
clearwaterbeachrestaurantweek.com.
___________________________________________________
NEw MENU rEgUlATIoNS Hidden inside the Health
Care Reform bill is a provision requiring chain restaurants
with 20 or more locations to print calorie counts on their
menus. It applies to about 200,000 restaurant chains
nationwide. 375,000 traditional restaurants and thousands
of school, workplace and hospital cafeterias are exempt,
as are all IRB’s restaurants. The regulations will take effect
next year.
__________________
SUrf & TUrf now
offers fresh sushi at
their Belleair Bluffs
Market. The
neighborhood
gourmet market is
carrying fresh sushi
seven days a week,
Special orders are
welcomed and completed the same day. Come taste the
true
authentic Japanese sushi today.
_________________________________________________
CoDy’S roADhoUSE grIll offErS lUNCh Located
in Belleair Bluffs, they have begun serving lunch on Fridays
at 11:30am. They also serve lunch on Sundays. Remember
Kids Eat Free (with adults) on Mondays and Tuesdays. They
are
located at 2890 West Bay, near Panera Bread.
_________________________________________________
NEw DEMEo'S DElI Paul Demeo took over from Paul
Kooley, at 1495 Indian Rocks Road, just north of the
hospital. The new deli specializes in Italian food, wraps,
salads and sliced deli meat. They are open Mon-Fri
10:30am to 7pm and Saturdays 10:30am to 5pm Call
Paul
at 585-3354.
_________________________________________________
VolUNTEErS NEEDED Tampa Bay Harvest, an all
volunteer organization, collects food from restaurants, and
supermarkets for donation to food pantries helping to feed
the hungry. Volunteers are needed to transport food, help
with coordinating, record keeping, and to assist with food
collecting events. Call 538-7777, Ext 1 to help.
_____________________
ThE BAIT hoUSE is a
new waterfront
restaurant in Clearwater
Beach, that sells bait,
too. It is located at the
east end of the
Clearwater Marina
parking lot. Dine on
their fresh seafood, on a
dock just inches from
the water. They plan to
have live music on the dock soon, too.
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More Restaurant News
CABANA ClUB STATUS An appellate judge ruled the
owners of the Sand Key Cabana Club can go ahead
with plans to build a 38 room hotel and a new
restaurant where the existing restaurant now stands. A
local group of condo owners known as S.O.N. (Save
Our Neighborhood) had sued to stop this plan. The
primary concern was over the number of parking spaces
allocated. Latitude Management Real Estate Investors
owns the beach front property, as well as the Belleview
Biltmore. They delayed construction at the mainland
resort claiming the project on the beach was somehow
connected
to the success of the overall development.
___________________________________________________
hAppy ENDINg for
CAfE de pArIS
Owners Xavier and
Valerie finally got some
good news. After
closing their Indian
Rocks Beach bakery
and returning to France
for three weeks, the US
embassy reversed their
decision and extended
their business visa
allowing them to return
to work and their home. Xavier has owned this business
in Indian Rocks Beach since 2003. They had over 4,000
signatures on their petition to stay in the US. It worked!
______________________
JAkE’S SANDwICh
Shop A new deli at
435 Gulf Blvd on the
corner of Walsingham
and Gulf Blvd opened in
April. It is owned by
Crabby Bill's. They have
great sandwiches,
Phillies, hoagies and
pizza. The deli is named
for Jake, shown here with Crabby’s owner Matt Loder,
who
can usually be found helping out at Crabby Bill's.
_________________________________________________
pJ’S CElEBrATES 25 yEArS PJ's Oyster Bar has been
in Indian Rocks Beach since June,1985. The popular IRB
restaurant is owned and run by Ed Rosicky and Bama
Palmer, www.PJsOysterBar.com
___________________________________________________
IrB hoUSE of AlE Cafe Soleil and Bar Luna have
merged, and become the new I.R.B. House of Ale. It is
still owned by Stacy Merriman.They are open but will be
removing the wall between the two areas making the
restaurant and wine bar one area. She has done a lot of
work to the little restaurant at 1511 Gulf Blvd. Come by
and have a beer.
___________________________________________________
CrABBy BAND Crabby Bill's, in Indian Rocks Beach, is
helping the Seminole High School Band raise money to
go to New York for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade.
They will be hosting "School Spirit Days" on Sunday, June
6th, Sunday August 15, and Sunday October 17th. On
those days, when you mention Seminole High School,
they will donate 20% of your dining check to the band.
___________________________________________________
oUT of BUSINESS
Kooley’s Deli, 1495 Indian Rocks Road

Open for Mother’s Day!
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TIME To fIX ThE roADS

By Stephanie Oddo, Commissioner, Town of Belleair
I've been waiting and you've been
waiting on fixing the roads in
Belleair. This year you should start
to see some shovels hit the ground.
There are four projects planned that
are already paid for through the
Infrastructure Fund. The
Infrastructure Fund is funded in two
manners: setting aside 1 mill of tax
money and Penny for Pinellas. The
town has also secured a grant from
the Southwest Florida Water
Management District for the Bayview project. In the
future, with annual Commission approval, the
Infrastructure Fund will continue to be funded in this
same manner: tax money and grants.
project Number 1
Roads: Bayview Road along the bluff, Manatee Road,
Osceola Road from Manatee Road to Indian Rocks Road.
Timeline: Engineering phase almost complete, current
plan is to break ground summer of 2010
Work Plan: Restore the bluff to prevent erosion, install
meandering walk in Hallet Park consistent with natural
surroundings, mill and resurface the roads, enhance
curbing, address subsurface and surface drainage issues,
replace old drinking water pipes where needed.
project Number 2
Roads: Meredith Lane, Laurie Lane and Oleander Road
from Ponce to DeSoto Place

Timeline: Engineering phase to be competed July 2010,
current plan is to break ground in September 2010
Work Plan: Mill and resurface Meredith Lane and Laurie
Lane, enhance curbing, address surface drainage issues
and install street lights similar to others throughout town.
Address subsurface drainage issues and replace most
sidewalks on Oleander Road.
project Number 3
Roads: Belleview Boulevard from the streetlight at
Clearwater-Largo Road up to and including the curve to
Druid Road.
Timeline: Engineering phase to be completed in July, and
the current plan is to break ground in September 2010
Work Plan: Widen Belleview Rd. from Orange Ave to
Clearwater-Largo Rd., mill and resurface road, install
sidewalks where possible, install street lights similar to
others throughout town, streetscape the corner of
Belleview and Druid.
project Number 4
Roads: Eagles Nest, South Pine Circle, Winston Drive,
Foster Lane, Mehlrose Ave., Opal Lane and
Mehlenbacher from Bluff View Rd. to Opal Lane, Bluff
View Rd. from Mehlenbacher to South Pine Circle.
Timeline: Engineering estimated to be completed in
October 2010, current plan is to break ground
December 2010.
Work Plan: Mill and resurface road, install sidewalks
where possible, install street lights similar to others
throughout town, address subsurface and surface
drainage issues and enhance curbing.
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ThE lATEST oN ThE BUDgET
By Karen Williams Seel, Vice Chairman,
Pinellas County Board of County
Commissioners

Pinellas County's budget process
continues to proceed as we move through
spring, and there are a number of
updates that we need to provide.
In March, your Board of County
Commissioners hosted three public information workshops.
In order to make these as convenient as possible, they were
all held after hours at Palm Harbor University, Osceola and
Gibbs high schools. Nearly 425 citizens came to these
presentations to offer input on where programs and
services fell on their list of priorities. The environment,
public safety, parks and recreation and many other areas
of concern were addressed, with residents offering
thoughtful comments on how the county could address the
potential $60 million in cuts for fiscal year 2011.
Additionally, we held our first eTownHall meeting the
evening of March 15. This Internet blog and video
presentation allowed the members of the board to answer
questions submitted by viewers via the Internet. More than
600 comments and questions were entered by the
participants in the blog, allowing participation even if
residents were unable to travel to the meetings.
Since these public meetings were held, all of the
departments under the Board of County Commissioners
have submitted their proposed budgets for review. We have
asked that the departments hit specific levels of reductions
in their budgets up to a 30 percent reduction.
Additionally, we are working with the Constitutional Officers

(Clerk of the Court, Tax Collector, Property Appraiser,
Sheriff, Supervisor of Elections, Public Defender and State
Attorney) to identify efficiencies in their operations that
could potentially save a considerable amount of money.
Opportunities to consolidate similar functions across
departmental lines are receiving a great deal of attention.
By eliminating redundancies in operations and streamlining
processes, additional savings can be realized.
We still have much work to do on the budget process. We
will weigh all of the information gathered and deliberate
until July, when the board will issue a preliminary budget
for next year. By that time, we will have a clearer picture of
what the county will look like as we move toward 2011.
We are still accepting your input on how to create a budget
that allows us to provide high-quality public service. If you
would like more information on the budget process or to
suggest cost-saving measures, visit the Pinellas County
budget information page at pinellascounty.org/budget.
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CoBrA AND MINI-CoBrA AMENDED
by Elizabeth (Liza) Campa-Flanagan, CFP®, CIMA
Raymond James Financial Services, 727-585-1212
Given the high unemployment rate in Florida and the
Tampa Bay area, many Belleair and Belleair Bluffs
residents have been concerned about the high cost of
health care for unemployed family members and
friends. The good news is that President Obama signed
federal legislation on Tuesday, March 2, that extends the
COBRA/mini-COBRA premium reduction eligibility date
from February 28, 2010, until March 31, 2010. This
allows individuals who are involuntarily terminated
during the month of March the opportunity to take
advantage of the 15-month premium reduction.
The basic eligibility requirements and benefits for the
COBRA premium reduction are as follows:
1. The COBRA premium reduction eligibility period is
from September 1, 2008, through March 31, 2010.
The mini-COBRA premium reduction eligibility time
period is February 17, 2009, until March 31, 2010.
2. The maximum period for receiving the reduction is 15
months.
3. Those who are eligible for other group health
coverage (such as a spouse's plan) or Medicare are
not eligible for the premium reduction.
4. There is NO premium reduction for periods of
coverage that began prior to March 1, 2009.
5. The qualified beneficiary and/or dependents, if
applicable, will pay 35% of the COBRA premium with
the employer subsidizing the remaining 65%. The
premium includes 2% the administrative fee.
6. The qualified beneficiary and/or dependents, if
applicable, will pay 35% of the mini-COBRA premium
with the insurer or HMO subsidizing the remaining
65%. The premium includes the 15% administrative fee.
For complete up-to-date information, consumers should
log on to the United States Department of Labor website
at http://www.dol.gov/COBRA. Call if you would like to
discuss this or other financial planning issues!
BoAT ClUB NEwS
The IRB Boat Club is
a group of boaters
that like to have fun.
They have
informational
meetings, intracoastal
cleanups, trips to
restaurants and
parties on nearby
Some of the people who participated
islands.
in March’s Boat to Salt Rock event.
Upcoming Events include:
Five Five One Island Party, Sunday, May 2nd
Caladesi Island Party, Saturday, June 12
Island Party and Fire Works in Clearwater, July 4th
Sandbar Party at John’s Pass, Sunday, August 22
The monthly meetings are held at Jimmy Guana's, at
7pm, on the third Thursday each month. The next two
meetings are May 20 and June 17. May 24 - 30th is
Safe Boating Week. At the May meeting, learn how to
prepare your boat for a safe ride.
If you would like to get involved, contact Bob Griffin at
517-1997 or BoatClub@IRBHOME.com. See pictures
and get more info at IRBHOME.com.

