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Home of Black Diamond Citrus

This warehouse was the center of John S. Taylor’s citrus empire. It stood on the southeast corner of Seminole Blvd.
and East Bay Drive until it was demolished to form Largo Central Park.

JOHN S. TAYLOR - PINELLAS COUNTY’S CITRUS KING

Those who are new to the area may have never heard
the name John Taylor or Black Diamond, but Taylor
helped build the area into the community we love today
and Black Diamond was known nationwide as Florida’s
best citrus.
The Citrus Industry in Pinellas got its start after 1850 and
flourished in the first half of the 20th Century. From the
late 1890s until about 1950, citrus was king here and
the absolute King of the industry was John S. Taylor.
When he died in 1936, Taylor had built a tremendous
citrus business and was a major player in government at
all levels
Taylor’s parents, John and Mary Taylor moved to
Brooksville from Georgia in the 1830s before settling in
the Clear Water area (before it was called Clearwater) in
the 1840s. The Taylor family eventually moved to Largo,
selling their land in Clear Water where others built its first
Post Office, the first Pinellas public school and other sites
now a permanent part of Clearwater.
John Stanton Taylor was born in the Largo area March
21, 1871. About the time John was born, his father
started farming a new crop known as citrus.

As a young boy, John walked from Largo to Bayview
(near Clearwater Mall) to work in the family fruit and
packing business. The citrus was shipped out of a small
port located to the east, on the Tampa Bay.
By the time he was 15, John bragged some day he
would own the citrus business. As a young man, Taylor
acquired the family groves located off Keene Road that
had been in the family since 1850. Some of those trees
are still alive today. About the same time, Henry Plant
finished his railroad system from Tampa to his Belleview
Biltmore Hotel. Peter Demens ran a rail line from Tarpon
Springs to downtown St Petersburg. Other railroad
builders were crisscrossing the state and county with
many railroad lines. Shipping times shortened, and life
for the expanding citrus industry began changing quickly.
In 1902, John Taylor built the
first citrus packing plant in
Largo on the southwest
corner of what is now West
Bay and Seminole Blvd,
adjacent to today’s railroad
tracks. That packing house
and its successors became
mainstays for the midPinellas economy for years.
By 1910, he had originated
the Black Diamond Brand,
that would become known as
Continued on page 3
the very best in Florida citrus.

Story in collaborated by Charlie Harper past president of the
Largo Historical Society and Bob Griffin, Publisher.
Photos courtesy of Pinellas Historical Society.
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CITY NUMBERS

CITY OF BELLEAIR BLUFFS
www.belleairbluffs.org
2747 Sunset Blvd City Hall: 584-2151
FIRE DEPT: 587-6714
SHERIFF: 582-6200
MAYOR - Chris Arbutine, Sr
COMMISSIONERS —
Suzy Sofer - Vice Mayor
Taylour Shimkus • Jack Nazario
Joseph A. Barkley, III
CITY OF BELLEAIR BEACH
www.cityofbelleairbeach.com
444 Causeway Blvd City Hall: 595-4646
FIRE DEPT: 595-1117
POLICE: 595-4646
MAYOR - Kathy Mortensen
COMMISSIONERS —
David Dumville, Jr. - Vice Mayor • Jeril
Cohen • Rob Baldwin • Leslie Notaro
Wanda Schwerer • John Pietrowski
TOWN OF BELLEAIR SHORE
www.belleairshore.com
1200 Gulf Blvd, Belleair Shore 593-9296
FIRE DEPT: 595-1117
POLICE DEPT: 595-4646
MAYOR: John A. Robertson
COMMISSIONERS — John E. Hayes, Jr.
Robert E. Schmidt, Jr. • Ray Piscitelli
Richard D. Jordan
TOWN OF BELLEAIR
www.townofbelleair.com
901 Ponce de Leon Blvd, Belleair 588-3769
FIRE DEPT: 588-8392
POLICE DEPT: 588-3769
MAYOR - Gary H. Katica
COMMISSIONERS — Stephen R. Fowler
Deputy Mayor• Tom Shelly
Michael Wilkinson• Kevin Piccarreto
CITY OF LARGO
www.Largo.com
201 Highland Ave, Largo Info: 587-6700
FIRE DEPT: 587-6714
POLICE: 586-7427
MAYOR - Patricia Gerard
COMMISSIONERS — Mary Gray Black
Robert Murray • Curtis Holmes
Gigi Arntzen • Harriet K. Crozier
Woody Brown
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
PINELLAS COUNTY INFO . . . . 464-3000
ELECTRICITY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
PHONE (Residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
CABLE (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020

BELLEAIR FINE ARTS SOCIETY 934-4304
BELLEAIR SOCIAL CLUB . . . . . . 586-1691
BELLEAIR BRIDGE GROUP. . . 669-5283
BELLEAIR ROTARY CLUB
Meets at Belleair Country Club every Thur. for
lunch; Anna Marie Schweitzer . 458-0943
BELLEAIR WOMENS REPUBLICAN CLUB
Meets at Belleair Country Club. First Friday at
Noon Sherrie Morton . . . . . . . 581-8313
BELLEAIR YOUNG WOMAN’S SOCIETY
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 459-0842
BELLEAIR BEACH ISLAND GARDEN CLUB
Lois O’Donnell . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-1349
BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
Barb Chapman . . . . . . . . . . . . . 581-8929
BELLEAIR BEACH LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB
Susan Lordan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-4803
BLUFFS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Bonnie Trembulak . . . . . . . . . . 686-8797
FRIENDS OF THE BILTMORE. . 581-5171
TOWN OF BELLEAIR CIVIC ASSOC.
Petey Henning, President. . . . . . 735-5421
CLEARWATER SAILING . . . . . 517-7776
------------------------------------------------COUNTY INFORMATION . . . . 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES . . . . . 464-3377
Norm Roche . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3360
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
STATE:
Senator Jack Latvala . . . . . 727-545-9566
Republican, District 20
2050 Tall Pines Drive, Suite A, Largo
Jack@JackLatvala.com
Senator Jeff Brandes . . . . . 727-552-2573
Republican, District 22
3637 Fourth St. N., Suite 101 St. Petersburg
jeff.brandes@myfloridahouse.gov
Representative Larry Ahern 727-545-6421
Republican, District 66
5511 Park Street N. St. Petersburg
larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St, Seminole, FL 33772
www.house.gov/young

CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS

FEBRUARY
Florida State Fair Begins
7
Little League Opening Day
9
Chinese New Year
10
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
14
WinterFest Indian Rocks Beach
16
Belleair Sunset Run 5K Run
16
President’s Day
18
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
21
MARCH
Market on the Mall
1
Election Day Belleair Area
5
Belleair Bluffs City Wide Garage Sale 9
Antique Alley Spring Show
10
Sunday in the Park Concert
10
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
14
Junk & Jewels Garage Sale
15-16
Green Fest COTI School (IRB)
16
Great American Clean Up
16
Heritage Park National Quilting Day 16

Mobile Collection Event Largo
16
Daylight Savings Time Begins
17
St Patrick’s Day
17
First Day of Spring
20
Pinellas County Fair
20-24
Honda Grand Prix
22-24
Boat Club Trip to Salt Rock Grill
23
Spring Break
25-29
Easter Egg Hunt McGough Park
30
Spring Fest / Arbor Day Belleair Rec 30
Easter Egg Hunt Town of Belleair
30
Easter Sunday
31
APRIL
Market on the Mall / Belleair
6
PawFest Largo Central Park
6
Guppy’s Gallop 5K Run (IRB)
6
Beauty and The Beach (IRB)
6
Mad Hatter’s Tea Party
10
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
11
IRB City Wide Garage Sale
13-14
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JOHN S. TAYLOR, continued

After a fire burned down his wooden factory in the spring
of 1931, Taylor immediately made plans to replace it
with a new and improved structure. Improvements to the
new packing house included conveyer belts and fruit
sorting stations allowing production to increase during
the height of shipping season. During the Depression
years, the facility provided much needed jobs to women
and African Americans.
Eventually, The Taylor Company built a larger packing
plant on the east side of Seminole Blvd. (see photo on
the front page) on the land that eventually was used to
build Largo Central Park. The plant existed there until
about 1990.
Taylor was involved in far more than just farming and
citrus; he was also a politician and area leader. Before
Pinellas and Hillsborough Counties split, Taylor was a
State Representative in Tallahassee for West Hillsborough
County where he pushed for pro-citrus legislation. He
was instrumental in spearheading the State Legislature’s
measure to divide Hillsborough County forming Pinellas
County in 1912. Because of his efforts, Taylor has been
called "the father of Pinellas County."
In 1905, he introduced a bill in the House that led to the
the Town of Largo’s incorporation in June 6, 1905. Only
200 people lived there then. Joel McMullen was the first
Mayor; John Taylor served on the first Town Commission.
Taylor was the first State Senator elected from the new
Pinellas County in 1912 and the first Chairman of the
Pinellas County Commission where he led the fight to
build better roads throughout the county. During this
time, he built one of the largest homes in Pinellas at 8th

Avenue SW and 4th Street in
Largo. From his second floor
balcony, looking east to west, he
could see nothing but the Taylor
Groves.
Taylor was President of the State
Senate in 1924, but lost in a
very close election for governor
in 1928. He died a few years
later in 1936, at the age of 65,
but his children continued to run
the company.
During World War II, citrus farmers worked double duty
sending large amounts of citrus to the front lines around
the world. The Taylor Company’s Black Diamond, their
premium label for the highest quality fruit, and their
other label Sunny Florida, could be found in ports
around Florida. Wood shortages forced many packing
plants to replace labeled wooden crates with the
preprinted cardboard boxes, still in use today.
Rapid growth and a large influx of residents to midPinellas County in the late 1940s and 50s led to the
selling off many groves in the area. The County’s major
freeze in 1957 and again in 1962 killed most of the
groves, putting a knife in the heart of the citrus industry.
The Taylor name can still be seen on surrounding parks,
but unfortunately, The Black Diamond brand has been
lost forever.
Photo courtesy of Pinellas Historical Society.

Did You Know...
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COUNTY FAIR
The Pinellas
County Fair is
March 20-24.
Since 1917, it
has been a
popular annual
event, but ten
years ago the fair
fell on hard times
and was
cancelled. Now it
is back and
coming to
Tropicana Field.
There is still time
for you to participate as a vendor or as a volunteer. It
takes hundreds of volunteers for an event this size. Call
346-8032 or visit PinellasCountyFair.com.
___________________________________________________
CLOWN ALLEY Registration Open for 2013 Clown
Alley! This popular community program is open to
students of all ages. Christine Davison, a graduate of the
Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey Clown School, teaches
character definition, make-up, costuming and
performance techniques during the one day class. All
participants will be invited to show off their new skills in
the Illuminated Night Parade on Thursday, March 21st
and again in the Santa Parade in December. The class
will be held on Saturday, March 9th from 10am to 2pm
at the All Children’s Hospital Education Conference
Center, 701 4th Street South, St. Petersburg. The cost is
$20 per person and $10 for each additional family
member. The fee includes instruction, a Clown Alley
t-shirt and a box lunch. Make up and supplies will be
available for sale.
_________________________________________________
NEW MARKET The Marine and Farmers’ Open Air
Market has opened. It is held on the grounds of the Florida
Gulf Coast Center for Fishing next to Heritage Village on
old Walsingham Road, on the second Saturday of each
month, from 9am to 2pm. The Market is free and will
have over 50 vendors. There is a $5 Pancake Breakfast at
9am whose proceeds help fund the Center’s fishing
programs. At 10am, there will be a Guy Harvey movie in
the Outpost Auditorium. Kids are admitted Free. Call Jim
365-4660 or visit www.CenterForFishing.org.
_________________
ANOTHER BOAT
The Starlite
Majesty, based in
the Clearwater
Beach Marina has
a sister ship, the
Starlite Sapphire,
which is based out
of St Pete Beach off
the Corey Causeway. The Sapphire is a modern 113 foot
vessel with a sleek and contemporary interior. It features
large picture windows with a panoramic view of the
inland waterways. They offer afternoon cruises with an
optional lunch and evening cruises with a four-course
dinner. For more information and reservations, visit
StarliteDining Yachts.com Reservations 462-2628.

and More...
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MCGOUGH PARK
NEWS McGough Nature
Park recently acquired a
red-shouldered hawk.
The bird’s right wing tip
was shattered and had to
be amputated so it can
no longer fly. It will
remain in captivity at the
park. Their female great
horned owl was recently
named ‘Eleanor’ after a
contest was held. She
shares an enclosure with
their male great horned owl, Franklin. Upcoming park
events include: February 9 - Habitat Clean Up Day at
9am; February 16 - Monthly night Hike at 5:30pm.
Volunteers for the park’s Eco-Fest and the Family Picnic in
March are needed to help set tables, hand out food,
parking and other things. Call Kyle Vogel, Nature Park
Specialist, (727) 518-3047. The park is located across the
Intracoastal from IRB at 11901 146th Street N. Largo.
_________________________________________________
PLAY BALL!! Most Little League’s opening day is
February 9th. The kids in the Belleair area play in three
different league: Belleair Beach plays in Indian Rocks
Beach (Call 735-4574). Town of Belleair kids play in
Clearwater (Call 813-486-4430) and Belleair Bluffs kids
play in Largo (Call 584-5505) Dwayne Staats, longtime
TV announcer for the Tampa Bay Rays, will call the
opening game in Indian Rocks on Saturday, February
9th. His grandchildren play there and his son-in-law is
former Rays pitcher Dan Wheeler. Come out and enjoy
a hot dog and a game.
__________________
MONTE CARLO
NIGHT RETURNS
The Beach Art Center
in Indian Rocks
Beach is hosting their
annual Monte Carlo
Night, their biggest
fundraiser, on
Saturday, February
16. Everyone is
invited to be a part
of this evening.
Tickets are $35 per
person for this fun social event that includes Roulette,
Black Jack, Texas Hold’Em Poker, Horse Racing and live
music. Games are conducted by professional dealers
and no real money is used. A key feature of the event is
the fabulous live and silent auction. Proceeds benefit the
Beach Art Center’s educational programs for children,
adults and seniors. Call 727-596-4331 to purchase
tickets. It will sell out.
_________________________________________________
GET YOUR CAPTAINS LICENSE The Clearwater Yacht
Club in Clearwater Beach is looking for boaters that are
interested in getting their Captain’s License. They need at
least 10 people to start a class. If you are interested, call
447-6000 to register or get more information. You can
also call Scott Sanders at 215-5730. They hope to start a
new class in March.
_________________________________________________
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN APRIL Read this issue, as well
as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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CAFÉ DE PARIS CELEBRATES 10 YEARS

by Bob Griffin, Publisher
It is 5am, time to make the pastries and the crepes. It is
what Xavier and Valerie, owners of Café de Paris, do each
and every day in their small French bakery at 2300 Gulf
Blvd. They have done it every day, for the past ten years.
Xavier de Marchi and his wife Valerie are from France. They
met in a local discotheque when she was just 16. They
opened their first bakery in Bergerac in the southwest part
of France, near the ocean, in 1991.
Xavier used to vacation in Florida almost every year, renting
an apartment in IRB on Gulf Blvd. There was already a
European Bakery here, owned by John Burkoa, from
Poland. Xavier walked in and introduced himself. Soon they
were talking partnership. But, Xavier had to sell their
business and home in France before they could move to
Indian Rocks Beach. In 2001, he sold his bakery and hired
an immigration lawyer to help with their visas, which were
finally approved in 2002.
They shipped everything they owned in one container and
rented a house on 20th Avenue. “When I came here,
everything was BIG!” says Valerie. “and everything seemed
so clean. Everyone was so friendly saying hello when they
saw you. We just fell in love with IRB.”
In January of 2003, they became partners with Burkoa; that
was ten years ago. “I did not do my homework,” Xavier
says. “The first day we brought in only $50. I wondered
what I had gotten into. When I wanted to expand and invest
more, my partner did not, so I bought out his share.”
“We really have had our ups and downs. First, there was
the Iraq War and Americans hated everything French French fries, French people and French food. They hated

me for no reason.
Then there was the
recession and housing
market collapse. Of
course the BP oil spill
was another slow
year.”
Also in 2007, they had
a well-publicized
problem with their
Visas. They almost
had to leave the US.
“But with the help of
our customers, and a
new lawyer in Tampa, we solved that problem.”
Xavier doubled the size of his café by opening a seating
area to the south in August 2011. After which, he modified
the north side. The grand opening was in October of 2011.
Xavier starts to prepare each day’s doughs at 5am. The
store opens at 8am and closes at 6pm. They are open
seven days a week.
“Some of our customers come here every day,” Valerie says.
“This is not just a bakery. It is a place where people gather
together and talk.” Fifty percent of their customers sit and
eat, while the other half orders their food to go.
Their best sellers are their crepes, which range in price from
$3 to $8, depending on the ingredients. They are cooked
fresh for you as you wait in front of a glass wall.
Xavier, Valerie and their son Luigi now live in Largo and
their successful business employs a total of 9 people.
Get more information at CafeDeParisBakery.com.
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FIVE LANDSCAPE TRENDS YOU
WILL SEE IN 2013

by Randy Lee, Landscapes by Randy Lee
1. Edible Gardens - People want to plant,
grow things and get their hands dirty. We
are designing areas in the yard for fruit
trees, gardens and raised beds. We have
seen a large demand for specialty fruit
trees and a large demand for raised beds
for growing herbs and vegetables.
Popular fruit trees include citrus, avocado, mango and
star fruit. As the trees produce, they make great gifts to
take to your friends.
2. Drought Tolerant & Low Maintenance Landscapes People are requesting landscapes that require less
maintenance and use less water. We have seen an
increase for plants that grow slowly like juniper and
holly. Also many clients request less sod areas and
larger planting areas for the landscape. Florida friendly
landscapes are very much the trend in a push towards a
“greener” landscape.
3. Outdoor Living Areas - People want to be outside
more and utilize their yards more effectively. We have
seen a huge increase in larger custom pools, fire pits
and fireplaces, cabanas and decks and sport courts for
both children and adults. These areas extend the living
space outdoors especially when are weather is perfect.
4. Landscape Lighting - Most of our landscape projects
now request landscape lighting. We do all size projects10 to 100 lights per property. We light both the
landscape and architectural features of the home. They
also add a great security feature, as most are on
automatic timers that come on nightly and when you are
out of town. These low-voltage systems are energy
efficient and can be used for new construction or a
landscape renovation. Remember, without landscape
lighting, your home and landscape go to bed after dark.
5. Kid & Pet Friendly Landscapes - Many of our designs
include designated areas for both pets and children.
Sport courts and playground areas are now designed
into the landscape. We are also designing dog runssometimes they are on the side of the house where they
can be a smaller size. Two important points here- sharp
objects and poisonous plants. Be aware of what plants
are poisonous and which are not and be aware of sharp
plants and palm trees that may have sharp fronds and
thorns. Palm trees should be taller than eye level (upon
installation) to avoid the thorns. These are the top five
landscape trends that I see for 2013- enjoy!

FEBRUARY/MARCH CHECKLIST:

Clean gutters, pressure clean
Watch for freezing temperatures
Fertilize trees, shrubs and lawns in March
Plant herbs, flowers and vegetables at this time
Remulch landscape beds in March
Prune freeze-damaged plants/trees at the end of March
Landscapes By Randy Lee, Inc. is a full service landscape
design company here to help you with all of your needs.
Call us direct at 727-421-2715 or visit us online at
www.landscapesbyrl.com
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NEW HONG KONG CELEBRATES
THE CHINESE NEW YEAR

February 10th is the
Chinese New Year,
but they are
celebrating it for the
entire month of
February. If you
mention this
newsletter story,
owner Helen Lee is
offering two Egg Rolls
or two Spring Rolls
with the purchase of
your entree.
The restaurant’s
menu has too many
items to list here, and
each day they offer
31 lunch and dinner
specials. All lunch specials are under $5.95, while the
dinner specials are under $8.75.
Their banquet room is available for large groups and is
perfect for private parties. New Hong Kong offers catering.
Helen wants to wish you a very Happy Chinese New Year
and invites you to visit her restaurant in Largo. New Hong
Kong Restaurant is located at 1901 West Bay Drive. Call
them for take-out and free delivery within 5 miles (with a
$12 minimum order) at 582-9998. See their web site at
NewHongKongRest.com.

FIREHOUSE SUBS DONATES TO
OUR LOCAL FIRE HOUSE

Firehouse #27, Indian Rocks Beach’s Fire Station, which
also services Belleair Beach, has fire trucks, EMS
vehicles, and even a boat, but the one thing they did not
have was a heavy duty Utility Terrain Vehicle (UTV). That
changed when Firehouse Subs, through their Public
Safety Foundation, donated a fully loaded John Deer
GATOR UTV. After it was adapted for use on the
beaches, the total cost of the GATOR was about
$20,000. The donated vehicle will increase the
department’s efficiency and decreased transport time for
patients in difficult terrain, such as our sandy beaches.
Firemen, staff and employees from nearby Firehouse
Sub stores were on hand to accept the gift. Father Bob
from the Indian Rocks Calvary Episcopal Church
christened the new vehicle with holy water and a prayer.
Since 2005, Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation
has donated more than $5.2 million to first responders
and public safety organizations in Florida. Each
restaurant recycles leftover, five-gallon pickle buckets by
selling them to guest for $2 each. Donation canisters on
register counters explain the non-profit’s mission and
collects spare change, through a program that allows
guests to round up their bill to the nearest dollar
donating the change to the foundation. All funds raised
benefit the Foundation. For more information on the
Foundation, go to FireHouseSubs.com.
Firehouse Subs was started by two firemen in
Jacksonville. Today there are over 556 stores in the
chain. Firehouse opened a new store in Largo Mall, near
Albertsons.
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TIPS FOR TRAVELING INTERNATIONALLY

by Bonnie Silber CTC, AAA’s District Travel Manager
We are often asked for “tips” when traveling internationally.
Your AAA Travel Professional will assist with many of these
items, but for those of you who like to plan ahead, I’d like
to offer the following recommendations:
•Reconfirm your flight schedule with the airline 24 – 48
hours prior to departure; airlines frequently make changes
on international flights. Arrive at the airport 3 hours prior to
your departure time. Advise your travel counselor or airline
of any frequent flyer numbers for mileage credit.
•US citizens must have a passport with a minimum of 6
months validity remaining beyond your stay; some countries
require additional documentation. Non US citizens should
check with the country’s consulate for entry requirements.
•Airlines have varying baggage size/weight restrictions; the
majority allow 1 checked bag of 50 lbs. measuring a total
of 62 inches (length + width + height totaled) plus one
carry-on that fits under your seat; stay within guidelines to
avoid excess baggage charges. Tour companies’ motor
coaches usually allow one large suitcase per person and
charge for additional ‘checked’ bags. I suggest packing an
expandable nylon bag in your luggage for souvenirs.
•Never pack your prescription drugs in your checked
luggage – put them in your carry-on. Leave medication in
its actual prescription bottles to avoid possible confiscation.
•Trial-size bottles of liquid, cream, gel, or paste items
(shampoo, mouthwash, toothpaste, deodorant, etc.) are
allowed as carry-on only if they are 3.4 ounces or less.
They must be carried collectively in a clear 1-quart plastic
bag. Put any necessary full-size bottles in your checked
baggage. For additional details, check www.tsa.gov
•Put your name/address on a label inside any checked
baggage to aid in identification if your luggage is lost.
•Make a photocopy of the first 2 pages of your passport
airline ticket and itinerary. Carry them separately from your
passport and ticket. Keep a copy inside checked luggage.
•Pack clothing that can be “layered” to allow for changes
in temperature. Bring a hooded windbreaker and/or an
umbrella; binoculars are usually a great idea too.
•Give copies of your itineraries - including dates, names,
and phone numbers of where you’re planning to stay - to
family and/or friends for emergency use.
•TM machines are an easy and fast way to get cash
abroad in local currencies. Make sure you have a PIN
number that will work in foreign countries. Check any rules
and service charges that may apply. Tell them where you’re
visiting so they will not deny charges assuming card theft.
Beware – any incurred fees may be significant.
• Bring a credit card and foreign currency; you may need
the currency at your destination’s airport.
• Electric voltage converters are necessary to use US made
electronic devices. Cruise ships usually use “US” 110
voltage; check with your cruise line or your Travel Counselor.
• To prevent being a target of crime, do not wear expensive
jewelry or conspicuous clothing. Don’t carry excessive cash
or credit cards. Leave card numbers with someone who can
call them in if lost or stolen. Money belts or under-garment
pouches are recommended to guard against pick-pockets.
• Purchasing travel protection is recommended; call the
insurance company for assistance or contact the nearest US
embassy should you experience any problems.

Bonnie Silber is the District Travel Manager for AAA Travel’s
Belleair Bluffs location.

BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

GOOD TO KNOW!

by Commission Chair Karen Williams Seel
Did you know that Pinellas County
Animal Services offers a senior-tosenior program where older pets are
matched with more experienced
residents? How about the county’s
office of Consumer Protection offering
a free and easy way to check on a
charity’s finances before you make a
contribution? Or, maybe you have
heard about the program where veterans can
qualify to purchase low-cost homes through Pinellas
County’s Community Development department?
You didn’t? Well, if you did, that would be good
to know. And, that’s exactly what Pinellas County
Connection Television’s new show “Good to Know”
is all about – letting residents know about the
many programs and services offered by their
county government.
The first episode of “Good to Know” featured
Doug Templeton, senior investigator with the
county’s Consumer Protection department, talking
about how the county is fighting to help keep
consumers safe when dealing with less-thanscrupulous merchants and contractors. Additional
episodes will tackle housing programs for veterans,
responsible pet ownership, parks and preserves,
how to digitally connect with your county and so
much more.
“Good to Know” allows Pinellas County to focus
on a particular item of interest. The topics for the
programs have been indirectly selected by Pinellas
County residents. Every week, dozens of citizens
send emails to the county asking about specific
county issues. As the slate of topics was selected,
these emails served as a starting point for
episodes of “Good to Know.”
Plans are to create a new “Good to Know” each
month through May, then take some time off
during the summer to evaluate the success of the
program. Changes to the format or topics will be
considered to continually improve the offerings.
The idea was born of a similar show called
Prepare to Survive. That 15-minute long program
helps residents get prepared for the threat posed
by hurricanes and other natural disasters. With two
years worth of programming, it provides a
convenient, easy to digest way to get information
on disaster preparedness. Look for that show to
begin production again in time for the start of the
2013 Atlantic Hurricane Season.
These programs can be seen on PCC-TV Bright
House channel 622, Knology channel 18 or
Verizon channel 44. They can also be seen
online at your convenience at
www.pinellascounty.org/eseries. And, if you are a
fan of the video sharing website YouTube, be sure
to visit www.youtube.com/pcctv1 to see “Good to
Know” and the many other videos offered.
Now that’s good to know!

BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

COOKING FOR LOVE

By Dawn Bause
How about cooking up
some “love” in the kitchen
this Valentine’s Day? I
believe one of the easiest
paths to someone’s heart
is to share a home cooked
meal. With just a little
preparation and some
teamwork you can turn a
home-cooked meal into
something extraordinary.
As a cooking instructor,
and author of the
cookbook “Romance Begins in the Kitchen, Romantic
Italian Recipes and their Complementary Wines” I
learned long ago that cooking is a whole lot more fun if
the tasks are shared. Working together in the kitchen just
makes you feel good, and research has even proven that
couples (and families) that cook together, and sit down
and share a home-cooked meal stay together, besides
the fact that they’re happier and healthier!
I have worked with thousands of students over the years,
and find that even when someone tells me they don’t like
to cook, nine times out of ten, once I get them into an
apron with a few other people in the kitchen, their
attitude changes.
The Italians claim we eat first with our eyes, then with our
nose, and finally with our mouth or palate. It’s the
ultimate sensory experience no doubt about it! Julia
Child once wrote “ Cooking like love should be entered

into with abandon or not at all”, which is why I tell my
students to go for the gusto, and to enjoy and share all
the steps involved with preparing, presenting and
enjoying a meal.
Selecting your menu, shopping for ingredients,
unpacking and prepping are steps that can and should
be done in advance. Then, when it’s time to prepare the
meal the actual cooking process is the easy part.
So go ahead, be creative, have fun, and invite someone
into your kitchen to help you make this year’s Valentine’s
Dinner extra special. “Buon Appetito” as they say in
Italy.
Dawn Bause, a new Sand Key resident, is a chef, food
writer and owner of “Cooking with Dawn Tours.” She
conducts In-Home Cooking Parties, and Corporate
Teambuilding Cooking Events. She also accompanies
small groups to
Italy and France
for her “Culinary
Tours and
Tastings”
combining the
joys of local
food, wine and
art into one
unforgettable
travel experience.
Looking for a
recipe, want to
set up a cooking event, or join Dawn and husband Fred
on a foodie tour? Contact Dawn by phone (313) 6186559 Email: AskDawnNow@aol.com or check out her
website at www.CookingwithDawn.com.
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FROM THE DESK OF SHERIFF BOB GUALTIERI
PUBLIC SAFETY COMPLEX CONSTRUCTION

It is an exciting time here at the Pinellas County Sheriff’s
Office! Anyone driving along Ulmerton Road and Seminole
Boulevard in Largo -over the last few months- has probably
already noticed a great deal of construction activity and may
have wondered what is going on?
Well, this year, a new Public Safety Complex is rising next to
the current Pinellas County Sheriff’s Administration Building.
The 40-acre site at 10750 Ulmerton Road will soon be
home to five new structures that will be built to withstand a
category 5 hurricane.
The new Administration Building, a three story, 218,330
square foot building, will house the majority of the Sheriff’s
Office operations, as well as a consolidated
communications center made up of the Sheriff’s Office
Dispatch, 911 Emergency Communications and County
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) and the County’s new
Emergency Operations Center (EOC).
The Vehicle Maintenance Building will be a 25,452 square
foot facility for fleet and communications maintenance.
The 2,203 square foot Communications Building, will be at
the base of a 300 foot tall communications tower.
The new complex will also have a four story parking garage
with 687 parking spaces. Parking will be augmented with
566 surface parking spaces for a total of 1,253 spaces.
A 23,000 square foot Central Energy Plant completes the list
of new structures. It will cycle ground water through the
system for more energy efficient cooling of all facilities
without affecting water quality.
The only existing building to remain will be Building 400,

the current home
to Human
Resources. It will
be renovated
and will bring
Sheriff’s Office
units that are
currently in
leased spaces
back to the
Sheriff’s Office
complex.
Other Pinellas
County Government components will be located on the new
Public Safety Complex campus – primarily, the Emergency
Management Center, (EOC) and the Consolidated
Communications Center.
We are pleased to report to residents of Pinellas County that
construction is moving forward and on schedule. The
timetable is as follows: The Communications Building,
Parking Garage, Vehicle Maintenance Building and Central
Energy Plant are set for completion by this fall. Plans are to
have the Administration Building ready for occupancy by
March of 2014.
The total cost of the project is $81,403,306 and is being
funded through the Penny for Pinellas referendum.
We invite citizens to track the progress of the construction
project by visiting the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office website
at www.pcsoweb.com.
At the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office we are building for
the future as we continue “Leading the way for a safer
Pinellas.”
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FRANK PROCTOR
FROM MAYOR TO SOUS CHEF

Frank Proctor, and his wife Helen, live a quiet life in
Belleair Bluffs overlooking the Belleair Causeway. But, it
wasn’t always the case.
Frank served in the Army at the end of WWII. Part of his
service involved training troops in Guatemala. After 30
years, he retired, moving to Pinellas County. Frank then
worked for Honeywell until 1989.
“Bob Driver, resigned from the Indian Rocks Beach
Commission and they asked me to fill his seat,” says
Proctor. “When my appointed was up, I ran unopposed.”
During his second term, he was serving as Vice-Mayor
when Mayor Hugh Smith resigned mid-term. Proctor
became the Mayor. In 1982, he ran for Mayor unopposed.
“Indian Rocks was a quiet little city. During my term as
Mayor, there was only one key issue - garbage collection,”
says then Mayor Proctor.
“Back then, the mayor was unpaid. That was fine with me.
The mayor’s main job was to run the meetings. I always
saw the job as a Board of Directors of a large business.
We listen, we talk, and then we vote. It is the city
manager’s job to carry out the decisions.”
“My wife Helen probably did more for Indian Rocks Beach
than I did,” says Frank with pride. “She helped start their
library, helped create the first IRB History Book, was a
founding member of the IRB Historical Society and was the
driving force to acquire the old Johnson House to become
the IRB History Museum.”
Helen was one of the five founders of the Indian Rocks
Beach Library. “The Library was little more than a corner of
the big auditorium,” said Helen. “Five ladies decided we
needed a library, so we started one. Local resident Betty
Rooney was the actual ring leader and got things done.”
“We raised money and bought most of the books
ourselves,” Helen continues. “It was all run with volunteers.
But, eventually we decided we needed to hire a real
librarian to run things - and we did.”
When Frank retired from Honeywell, he had to something.
He always wanted to be a chef, so he approached Erwin
Scheueringer, owner of E&E Stakeout and asked if he could
work in his kitchen. Erwin made Frank his sous chef. He
kept that job until 2007, when he retired for a third time.
“Frank is one of the greatest guys I know,” says Erwin.
“One day he walked in the door and asked if he could
hang around the kitchen and watch us cook. He was a
regular customer who liked to cook and had just retired
from Honeywell.”
“He was my sous chef for 18 years. He volunteered. He
just liked to cook. He worked here two days a week. Frank
had many ideas about menus and food preparation. There
are still items on our menu
he helped invent,” says
Erwin. “He is very easy
going. We have had many
a conversation about life
and politics. It was a
privilege to know him.”
Frank, now at 85, enjoys
needlepoint. His Belleair
Bluffs condo is a gallery
for his new found art. He
never sells them; but he
gives them to family and
friends as gifts.
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ENJOY STRESS RELIEF THROUGH
EVIDENCE-BASED AROMATHERAPY
by Paige Clarke, Director-Ascentia Holistics,
Inc., Advanced Health and Wellness

Thank goodness research is now
revealing what Holistic Practitioners have
known for a long time. Natural medicine
in the form of foods, herbs, homeopathy
and aromatherapy deliver results. Evidence
indicates aromatherapy, the lovely aroma
of flowers and other plant parts contain
powerful compounds that relieve stress and produce results
more powerful than drugs - and are safer to boot!
We have all heard that inflammation is the silent killer and
cause of disease. But what is causing the inflammation? As
we look further down the rabbit hole, we are learning more
about the impact stress and stressors, known and unknown,
are having on our health. Stress and anxiety have become
an everyday player in our lives and sure enough “there’s a
pill for that”. Drugs may help in the short term, however they
can be addictive and dangerous. Fortunately, finding safer
non-pharmaceutical solutions doesn’t mean you have to rely
on folklore and anecdotal tales. Today, there is accumulating
clinical research demonstrating the safety, effectiveness and
power of natural compounds like aromatherapy.
Most people are aware of aromatherapy’s pleasant topical
applications. The process of olfaction, or inhalation in small
frequent doses is incredibly effective. When inhaled, the
plant’s aromatic constituents exert direct-to-brain action
through the limbic and olfactory systems and within seconds
the healing information in the essential oil is traveling to

every point in the body via the nervous system. Studies
abound, for example one reported in the Japanese Journal
of Pharmacology found the simple inhalation of the
essential oils of Patchouli and Rose reduced sympathetic
nervous activity by 40%, and the Rose oil further reduced
adrenaline concentrations by 30%. Such a significant
reduction in the stress response of “fight or flight” is very
difficult to accomplish without using potentially toxic drugs
or substances. Due to the small molecular size,
aromatherapy offers a higher margin of safety than drugs
and even some herbs or supplements.
The essential oils are said to be the vital life force and
immune system of the plant. Different parts of the plant can
have very different effects on the human body, mind and
spirit. For example, Lavender oil brings balance by reducing
stress, anxiety, aggression and cortisol in addition to its
many additional therapeutic benefits. Stress and anxiety are
only 2 of over 30 therapeutic applications researchers are
studying with respect to aromatherapy. Some others
include: menstrual, insomnia, pain, cravings, sinus, colic,
concentration, arthritis pain, digestive issues, migraines,
tobacco withdrawal and depression. I like to say “we have a
blend for that!”
Always work with a Certified Aromatherapist, trained and
certified through programs meeting national certification
standards, to create safe and effective aromatherapy blends
for your needs and concerns. Call us today to experience
what aromatherapy can do for you. Come meet me, Paige
Clarke, CA, your neighborhood Certified Aromatherapist at
Ascentia Holistics at 727-614-9777. Mention this article
when scheduling an aromatherapy consultation and we will
create two personalized complementary blends perfect for
you to take home and enjoy.
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REMODELING IS
ON THE REBOUND

by Eric Meyer
With economic conditions improving,
many homeowners who hunkered
down and did only necessary home
improvements and repairs are now
excited again about remodeling and
upgrading their homes. They are
content to stay where they are, but
want some things that will enhance
their lifestyle and everyday living.
Nationwide the most popular home remodeling jobs
include kitchen remodels, bathroom upgrades and
additional bedroom add ons. We have also been seeing
larger projects such as additions and whole house
renovations in the past year. These all provide a good
rate of return on the monies spent.
Remodeling in coastal areas can be challenging, because
of Fema restrictions and the 50% rule. By all means, it's
important to work with a reputable contractor along with
local building officials to determine what remodeling
projects would work for you in your municipality. There is
nothing like a "Face Lift" to an older kitchen or bath to
bring enjoyment to your everyday living.
There are so many products to enhance your kitchen,
new cabinetry for better storage, easy-glide drawers,
countertops in stone and granite creating a clean sleek
look, better lighting fixtures to brighten your environment,
pantries for organizing, islands for casual dining and
creating workspaces that make cooking a pleasure.

Adding glass tiles to the backsplash will give your kitchen
an added spark.
Exterior renovations also add to your home value and
gives your home great Street Appeal. Some of the more
popular exterior renovations are replacing older exterior
products with HardiBoard siding. This concrete product
performs well in coastal weather conditions.
lt also gives a real coastal feel to any exterior. lt makes
sense to replace existing older windows and doors with
high impact ones when deciding on exterior
improvements. They are safer, provide energy savings
and will give you saving benefits on your homeowners
insurance.
lf your roof needs replacement you can look into
replacing your existing shingles with a mental roof
system. There is a higher cost with this product initially,
but metal roofing will add more years to the life of your
roof, not to mention a real coastal look to the exterior of
your home.
Last, but not least are the details to finishing your exterior
which includes irrigation system, landscaping, low
voltage lighting, and driveways with pavers. Carefully
choose your exterior landscape material considering the
level of maintenance you want to spend on yard work.
Once this type of exterior remodel is complete, you home
will have that real "Wow" factor.
Eric Meyer has been in the construction industry for over
25 years. He is the General Contractor for Dynamic
Property Services, lnc. who specializes in New Home
Construction and all types of renovations. For additional
information, you can visit his website at
www.discoverdps.com or call him at 727-744-0123.
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Business Briefs...

DEJA - NEW CONSIGNMENTS
DeJa-New is a new
consignor boutique on
Indian Rocks Road between
8th Avenue and Largo
Medical Center. It is owned
by Patty Jannarone. They
specialize in high-quality
women’s apparel and
accessories at reasonable
prices. They have a wide
selection of inventory in a
bright, airy setting.
Consignments are accepted
by appointment. Check them out at 1495 Indian Rocks
Road North or call Patty at 216-3321.
_________________________________________________
TOP THIRTY Belleair resident Julie Folden made the Top
30 for Coldwell Banker’s West Central Region. Folden
has been selling real estate for more than 25 years with
Coldwell Banker. She was also honored with the Florida
100 Award, which placed her in the Top 100 Coldwell
Banker sales people in Florida for 2011. Julie majored in
Speech Pathology at USF and says, “one of my greatest
skills is I listen well.” Julie is in the Belleair Bluff’s office
and may be reached at 460-7462.
_____________________
SMALL BUSINESS
OF THE YEAR! Griffin
Productions, the
publishers of this
newsletter, was awarded
Small Business of the
Year by the Tampa Bay
Beaches Chamber of
Commerce at a January ceremony. The Tampa Bay
Beaches Chamber represents beach businesses from St
Pete Beach to Sand Key. Griffin Productions produces
newsletters in four Pinellas communities, as well as The
Beach Directory in 6 tourist areas around the state and
two Best Restaurants Magazines including one on the
Pinellas Beaches. We have been publishing about 25
years and have produced Neighborhood Newsletters for
over 7 years. The Belleair Area Newsletter will be 6 years
old in August. Get more information about us at us at
www.BeachNewsletters.com.
_________________________________________________
TOPS IN REAL ESTATE SALES Smith & Associates
celebrated the close of 2012 with 785 Million Dollars in
real estate sales. To kick off 2013, a company wide
breakfast and awards ceremony was held at the Tampa
Yacht Club. This 44th year of service to Tampa Bay marked
several achievements including naming the top sales
agents in the Belleair Office as Sophia Vasilaros; #1, Pat
Calhoon; #2, Ted Anderson; #3 and The Rendel Team
(Bobbie & Jerry Rendel and Mike Russell) as the #1 Team.
Mike Barrett was awarded with the prestigious Mary
Smith-Conover Award, elected by his Smith peers as a
professional who achieves service to his clients, community
and profession to the highest level. The morning was
enjoyed by all the Smith & Associates network of 227
agents, more staff and support personal that make up the
3 soon to be 4 offices serving the Tampa Bay area make
the sale, rental or purchase of real estate an enjoyable
and rewarding process for our community.
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BELLEAIR REC EVENTS

March 10 - Sundays In Belleair Outdoor Concert. A
Tribute to MoTown, featuring The Tams
Belleair Parks & Rec Department invites you to a Tribute to
MoTown! Presented by The Thorn Collection & Coldwell
Banker, the concert will feature The Tams! This group has
been entertaining and thrilling audiences for over 40
years! Known for such hits as "Be Young, Be Foolish, Be
Happy", "What kind of Fool", and "Untie Me," The Tams
have had 2 gold records and 1 platinum single. Bring your
blankets and lawn chairs and enjoy an evening of music
with family, friends and neighbors. Food and beverages
available for purchase. Concert is 5-8:30pm. Limited
tickets will be sold, $5 in advance, $10 at the gate. Tickets
may be purchased at The Dimmitt Community Center, 918
Osceola Rd, Belleair and at Bella Vino Wine and Cheese
Market, 100 N. Indian Rocks Rd, Belleair Bluffs. Call 5183728 or visit www.sundaysinbelleair.com.
March 30-Springfest & Arbor Day Celebration
The Belleair Parks and Recreation Department will team up
with the Belleair Civic Association again to host the annual
Springfest and Arbor Day Celebration. This family event
will be held at the Dimmitt Community Center from 10am
to noon on Saturday, March 30. There will be egg hunts,
easter bunny visits, egg coloring, bounce houses, music &
DJ, plant give-a-ways, landscape demonstrations, and
more! This year they are adding more vehicles to the
Touch A Truck area for children to see, touch, interact with
and learn about dozens of cool vehicles - from fire trucks
to motorcycles, cherry pickers to police cars, Humvees to
garbage trucks and more! Dimmitt Community Center is
located at 918 Osceola Road, Belleair. Call 518-3728.
April 14-Sundays in Belleair Outdoor Concert,
featuring Eagles Tribute Band, Hotel California
April 27-Belleair Rec Family Golf Tournament
On Saturday, April 27, join them for a day of golf at the
prestigious Belleair Country Club. They will begin with
registration and a light lunch-to- go, followed by 18 holes
of golf and entertaining contests! Afterwards, there will be
cocktails and dinner followed by the awards presentation,
raffle, and auction. It is a great day benefitting a great
cause! For more information, call 727-518-3728

SAINT CECELIA WINS AWARDS

Every year, Palm Harbor
University High School hosts a
county wide math competition
for 4th-8th graders. Saint
Cecelia competed for the first
time against 21 schools and
about 475 students. After
months of concentrated effort
and hard work, St. Cecelia
students were victorious among
some of the most gifted students in Pinellas County.
Winners in the Individual Test are Ethan Moore (4th Grade)
10th Place, Michael Marcotte (5th Grade) – 9th Place,
Lauren Franks (7th Grade) – 7th Place and Jennifer
Spencer (7th Grade) – 2nd Place.
7th Grade was 2nd Place overall in the Team Test. Team
Members were: Ana Dunn, Zach Ezell and Jennifer Spencer.
St. Cecelia took home the Mighty Mu Cow with a 1st Place
and perfect score of 20 out of 20 in the Interschool
Competition, where students, teachers, and parents
worked together to answer 20 challenging questions.

Organizational News...
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Order now for
Valentines Day!

BELLEAIR BEACH ISLAND GARDEN CLUB
They meet the third Wednesday of each month (October
through April) at the Community Center, Belleair Beach.
Membership is $20 per year and guests are welcome.
Their next meetings are:
February 20, Orchids - The guest speaker is Brett Uleryo
of Accent Orchids in St Petersburg. He will discuss orchid
repotting and deciduous dentrobiug orchids. Orchids will
be available to purchase at the end of the meeting.
March 20 - To be announced.
RSVP for these meetings with Lois at 595-1349. Contact
Lois O’Donnel, President, 595-1349 for information.

BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
They were formed in 1947 and will celebrate their 66
anniversary in February. They meet on the first and second
Wednesday of each month at the Belleair Garden Club at
903 Ponce de Leon Blvd. in the Town of Belleair from
October to May. Membership is $50 per year. The next
meetings are:
February 6, 1pm: All About Basic Orchid Care by Michael
Polen. Open to the public.
February 13, 9:30am: Valentine Floral Arrangements. $12
per member. Take home your own Valentine centerpiece.
March 15 and 16th - Annual Junk and Jewels Sale, at the
clubhouse. Proceeds go toward their Scholarship and BGC
general funds. They are still collecting donations (not
clothing).
April 10th: Annual Mad Hatter’s Tea Party at the Belleair
Garden Club building. Lunch is $35 and includes lunch,
libations, prizes and a live and Chinese auction. Start
making your crazy hats now.
Guests are welcome. Call Barbara Chapman, 581-8929
or E-mail BChapman1234@Gmail.com, for information
or to RSVP.
BELLEAIR BEACH LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB
They meet monthly on the second Tuesday. Membership
is open to area residents at $15 a year. Susan Lordan
was recently elected the new President for 2012-2013.
To join, please call Barbara Chapman at 581-8929.
Meetings include:
February 12, 11:30am: The Living Room, Main Street
Dunedin, Heather from Salon West Hair Studio will talk
about what’s new in hair, color, make-up, updos and
eye color. Members - $25, Guests - $28.
March 12, 11:30am: Middle Grounds Grill in Treasure
Island. The Speaker is Middle Ground’s Top Bartender.
who will demonstrate how to prepare three delicious
Irish Drinks. Members are $25 and Guests $28.

BELLEAIR WOMEN’S REPUBLICAN CLUB
Everyone is welcome to attend. In February, former County
Commissioner and history aficionado Neil Brickfield will
discuss Presidential History.
All meetings are on Fridays at the Belleair Country Club,
for social time at 11:30am and lunch at noon. Cost is
normally $21 each. To RSVP, call Pat, 595-1791or email
BWRClunch@Mail.com. Get more information at
www.BelleairWomensRepublicanClub.com

Organizational News...
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BELLEAIR CIVIC ASSOCIATION
They are co-sponsoring and volunteering at the Annual
Spring Fest at the Rec Center March 30th. This will be a
combination of an Arbor Day Celebration, Easter Egg
Hunt and much more.
Call Petey Henning at 735-5421or e-mail
Phenning4@TampaBay.RR.com to get involved.

BELLEAIR SOCIAL CLUB is open to all seniors living in
the greater Belleair area. They meet at 9am every Tuesday
morning in the back of Panera Bread for coffee and
socializing. They also meet for lunch on the second and
fourth Wednesdays of each month. In March, they are

planning a group trip to Tarpon Springs on the Trolley to
watch a documentary on sponge diving, dine on the docks
and some shopping.
More Men Needed! The ladies of the Social Club are
looking for some men over 60 to join them in these events
Call Vi Swift at 586-1691 for information.

BELLEAIR ROTARY CLUB
The Rotary in the Town of Belleair meets every Thursday at
12:15pm at the Belleair Country Club. The third Thursday
of every month is the general assembly and Board
meeting.
Their Annual Wine & Tapas Extravaganza fundraiser,
Thursday April 18, 6 - 9pm at the Largo Cultural Center.
This year there will be a Casino Style Event together with
silent auctions and raffles. Call Anna Marie Schweitzer,
President (2012), at 458-0943 or Ed Shaughnessy at
461-7171 to get involved.

THE CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB
Even if you don’t have a boat, you can join the Clearwater
Yacht Club in Clearwater Beach. Learn more about the
Clearwater Yacht Club at www. Clwyc.org or call 4476000 and ask for Barrie Gustard.
GREATER BELLEAIR YOUNG WOMEN’S SOCIETY
They were established in 1979 to promote friendship
through social activities and community service. Members
of the society must be women, 21 years of age and reside
in the Belleair / Belleair Bluffs general area. They normally
meet on the first Thursday of every month. The next
meetings are:
February 7: They are celebrating their 34th Anniversary
with a dinner meeting at Carlouel Yacht & Beach Club. All
Past Presidents will be honored. There is a 6pm social hour
and the dinner begins at 7pm.
March 7: Check their web site for details and location.
Always RSVP in advance. For more information about the
organization, visit www.GBYWS.org or call Ruth Ann,
Membership 446-6463.

Restaurant News...
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JAKE’S
REOPENS
WITH NEW
THEME Jake’s
Sandwich Shop
has been
converted into
IRB’s second
Mexican
restaurant,
Jake’s Cantina.
They have
taco’s from $4,
burritos from $6, Salads, Chancho-Rito, appetizers from
$2 to $5 and desserts. They even have Cuban
sandwiches. Crabby Bill’s Seafood owns and operates the
restaurant at the intersection of Gulf Blvd at Walsingham.
Jake’s still has dine-in or call 595-6777 for take out.
_________________________________________________
ON THE ROCKS FOR SALE, AGAIN Three owners
have tried to run the half sports bar / half fine dining
restaurant, that closed in October but neither have
succeeded. The last owner said a problem with the
electrical system put them out of business. Prior to On The
Rocks, it was My Place, but it has had many other names.
Jennifer Blackwell, the representing broker, says the last
time it was for sale, it was listed for $1.75 million; this
time the price is $1.3 million and includes the land,
building and equipment. Anyone interested should call
Seaside Real Estate at 593-3008.
_________________________________________________
BUTCH O’BRIEN WINS BACKWATER’S 8TH
ANNUAL CHILI COOKOFF Five judges spent almost
an hour tasting 32
entries. A standing
room only crowd
watched with
anticipation as the
votes were tallied.
The crowd got to
taste all the various
chili concoctions
until the winners
were announced about 5 PM. First place honors, and
bragging rights, went to Butch and his “Irish Chili”. Alex
Zak took second place and Becki Kamberos won third
place. Becky and Alex have placed before in previous
years, but this was the first winning entry submitted by
Butch. Backwaters holds the Annual Sand Key Chili
Cookoff every year the week before the Super Bowl. For
more information visit www.BackwatersonSandKey.com
_________________________________________________
NEW NAME Tapas Garden Restaurant in Indian Rocks
Beach has changed its name to Indian Rocks Bistro (IRB,
get it?) There is a new partner involved and they are
tweaking the menu. But, little else has changed.
_________________________________________________
DIFFERENT PIZZA Mama Faraone’s Pizza & Pasta
opened where Joto’s Pizza used to be. It is owned by Phil
Faraone and his son Bill. They have two sizes of pizza,
large and extra large (18”) and more. Mama’s is located
at 1280 West Bay Dr. Call them 581-1800. They deliver.
_________________________________________________
MORE NEWS If you have news or suggestions that you
think are appropriate for this newsletter, Let us know.
Email Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or you call 517-1997.

Restaurant News...
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SLYCE PIZZA BAR
EXPANDS A new awning
has been added to the
north side of their building
to keep the heat and the
rain off their customers.
They also built an outside
bar under the awning for
better service. If it gets cold,
they have heaters. So check
it out, inside or out. Slyce is
located at 321 Gulf Blvd.
IRB. Call them at 408-5272.
_________________________________________________
BONEFISH GRILL CHANGES MANAGER January 1st
manager/partner, Andreas left to work for Baystar
Restaurant group in Oldsmar. He will eventually run their
new restaurant in the Clearwater Beach Marina. The new
manager/partner is Erick Tousek who started January 1st.
Erick lives in Clearwater.
_________________________________________________
VALENTINE’S FIND - LE BOUCHON BISTRO
By The Love Chef
Boys and girls, we
have a surprising
treasure in our midst,
the making of an
authentic French
Bistro - yes, Le
Bouchon Bistro,
which is in the Bluffs
and has been there
for several years.
Now you must find
an opportunity to visit ASAP.
There are some interesting things shaping up there; they
have new savvy management and professional wait staff.
In addition, the decor is in transition, which includes in the
planning an outdoor landscaped seating area.
My Principessa and I tasted some authentic French dishes!
Each night, in addition to your French favorites, Beef
Bourgiuignon, Coq au Vin and Rack of Lamb, they have
specials. This night the specials included Galantine of
Duck/Toulouse Cassoulet. It rarely happens, but I am
already dreaming of our return visit, obviously I am
impressed!
Now, let’s not forget taking your love to lunch and enjoy a
Le Bouchon pizza – 10 inches of WOW!! Everything from
steak topped with blue cheese to chicken; lunch crepes are
also top notch.
We all look for a unique place for that Special Occasion
than the everyday joint we eat at, and Le Bouchon will be
your “go to place”.
Let me remind you – here “Romance” is always in the air
and it looks like Le Bouchon Bistro will fill the bill. Serving
every day except Sunday, they have music on Saturday
night.
Stay tuned. I will have to check their progress
occasionally!
Francis Anthony “The Love Chef” is an author, TV celebrity chef.
You can find his “Cooking With Love” cookbooks on Amazon.com
or visit his website www.thelovechef.com. “Cooking With Love”
and “The Love Chef” are registered trademarks.

Ready for Valentine’s day?
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If you haven’t already, it is time to start planning that
special day for your Valentine. Valentine’s Day,
Thursday, February 14th is almost here. Here are a few
ideas you can find in the immediate Belleair area.
THE HEART BOX
Chocolates are always
on the list of favorite
gifts and those from
William Dean are
always highly
appreciated. Their
Heart Box is their most
popular Valentine’s
Day item. It is available
in two sizes, 19 pieces
($42) or 28 pieces ($60). Each piece is different and
hand painted. This is the biggest day of the year for
William Dean. Last year, they sold out (over 700) of
heart boxes. See their web site,
WilliamDeanChocolates.com for more suggestions.
MAKE YOUR VALENTINE FLORAL
ARRANGEMENTS AT BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
Even if you are not a member, plan to attend the next
Belleair Garden Club meeting, Wednesday, February
13th at 9:30am. The topic is Valentine Floral
Arrangements. The cost is $12 per person and you will
take home your arrangement. You must RSVP for this
event by February 9th. It is limited to 100 people. Call
Barbara Chapman at 581-8929 for more information or
to RSVP. You can also e-mail her
at BChapman1234@Gmail.com.
LET THEM EAT COOKIES
Panera Bread has heart shaped
cookies for $2.99 each, with a
different message, including “I
Love You” and “Be Nice.” They
are only 99¢ with the purchase
of a meal.
RADIANCE MED SPA
Treat yourself (or your Love) to a
“Valentine Makeover.” They are
offering free Latissee with a minimum $200 purchase of
Botox or Juvederm. Complimentary consultations are
available. The special is good though February 28 and
cannot be combined with other offers. Limit one per
person. See RadianceMedSpa.com for details or call
518-7100.
ROBERT YOUNG JEWELERS
Jewelry might not be the perfect
gift every year for Valentine’s, but
when it is time for something that
will thrill her and last forever,
choose fine jewelry. Robert, at
Robert Young Jeweler
Extraordinaire in Belleair suggests
incredibly beautiful White and
Fancy Yellow Diamond Drop
Earrings or a Platinum Pink Sapphire Puffed Pave
Diamond Heart Pendant. Both are sure to please.
SHOES BY BEVERLY
New Shoes are always a nice touch for Valentines. Buy
them for yourself, too. See ShoesbyBeverly.com

More Valentine’s Day Ideas...
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MIDORI SALON AND SPA
Organic pampering is always best. Call for their
Valentines Day special, 727-581-8791 or visit them on
the web at midorisalonandspa.com/
CARLSON FLORIST
Flowers are always a
nice choice. They have
short roses in mixed
colors for $40 or a pretty
mixture of roses and
hydrangeas for $50 (pick
up price). A dozen long
stemmed roses are $65.
Call for their Valentine
special: $49.99 for pick
up. Delivery is $10 extra.
Please call 48 hours in advance for Valentine’s day,
446-4610.
CELEBRATE WITH JAZZ VOCALIST JANE MONHEIT
Treat your sweetheart to an evening of soulful jazz,
performed by Grammy-nominated Jane Monheit at the
Largo Cultural Center on Thursday, February 14 at
7:30pm. Tickets for the performance are $34.50,
$39.50, $44.50 and an additional $5 at the door. For
tickets, visit LargoArts.com or call (727)587-6793.
BELLA VINO
They have lots of ideas for that
special someone. They
recommend one of the gift
baskets, but other ideas include –
Champagne, Toffee-to-Go,
Valrhona Chocolates, CB Stuffer
Gourmet Giant Peanut Butter Cup
as seen on Rachael Ray or of
course Wine & Cheese. All perfect
for your Valentine!
DINNER
Thinking about a special dinner out? Most restaurants
require reservations that night and many have special
seating times. Here are some nearby:
BELLEAIR BLUFFS:
Bonefish Grill, 518-1230
E&E Stakeout, 585-6399
Marlin Darlin Grill, 584-1700
Le Bouchon Ristorante, 585-9777
INDIAN ROCKS BEACH:
Guppy’s On the Beach, 593-2032
Slyce Pizza & Bar, 408-5272
Stefano’s Italian Restaurant, 595-8444
Tapas Garden & Wine Bar, 595-4321
TJ’s Gourmet Pizza, 596-1515
SANDKEY:
Rusty’s (Sheraton Sand Key), 595-1611
The Columbia (Sand Key), 596-8400
Watercolour Steakhouse (Marriott), 953-1661
Café Largo (Largo), 596-6282
OTHERS:
Lobster Pot Bistro (Clearwater Beach) 446-8809
Pizza Shack (Largo), 596-6780
Salt Rock Grill (Indian Shores), 593-7625
The Pub Waterfront (Indian Shores), 595-3172
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NO NAME STORM
20 YEARS AGO THIS SPRING

Do you remember March 1993, 20 years ago? If you
lived here near the beach in Pinellas, you probably do.
That was when a big storm hit after most people went to
sleep.
It was not a hurricane, but it sure felt like one. It put
seven to nine feet of flood waters into low lying
neighborhoods from Tarpon Springs to Pass-A-Grille.
Since it was not a hurricane, it had no official name, but
locally it is called the ‘93 No Name Storm.
The storm was a Subtropical Derecho or Cyclonic
Blizzard. Laymen called it a Nor’easter. It formed in
Canada on March 11th when a northern arctic high
collided with low pressure moving north out of the Gulf
of Mexico. At its largest, the storm stretched from
Canada to Central America causing a massive storm
over the Central United States.
Thousands of people were stranded by record snowfalls.
For the first time ever, all the major airports on the
eastern seaboard were shut down. All interstate
highways north of Atlanta were closed. The Coast Guard
rescued 160 people in the Gulf of Mexico and the
Atlantic Ocean; a freighter sank in the Gulf.
Area temperatures were typical for early March. The
weather forecast models seemed too extreme, and the
predictions too unbelievable, causing many local
television stations to be reluctant to broadcast them. But
the computers were right.
Besides producing record low barometric pressure and
one of the nation’s biggest snowstorms, the front
produced a strong squall line that moved through
Florida around midnight. It produced straight line wind
gusts up to 100 MPH across Florida.
A substantial storm surge was generated from the
Panhandle’s Appalachia to south of Tampa Bay. Storm
surges north of Pinellas County were six to twelve feet
above normal. With little advanced notice, coastal
residents woke to the sound of water lapping at their
doors and the Gulf of Mexico rushing into their homes.
Northern cities had higher levels. From Apalachee Bay
down most of Nature’s Coast, tides were up to eleven
feet above normal. Cedar Key had nine and a half foot
tides, while Hudson had nine. Tarpon Springs recorded
six and a half feet above normal and Madeira Beach
recorded seven.
Following the front, six inches of snow fell in the Florida
panhandle. Temperatures in Tampa Bay immediately
plummeted almost 30 degrees to record levels. With the
wind damage and increased demand, the local power
companies experienced outages leaving thousands of
homes without power for days.
Nationwide, the storm killed 270 people with nearly 50
people reported missing or lost at sea. The death toll in
Florida was 44, seven of which were due to storm surge.
15 tornadoes struck Florida cities that day, including
Treasure Island, Largo and Tampa. The tornadoes killed
seven and injured another 80 people.
is storm affected 26 states and approximately 50% of
the nation’s population. Total damage costs (both
insured and uninsured) exceeded $6 billion, making the
No Name Storm the fourth costliest storm in US history,
and by far the most costly extra-tropical storm in history.

Information supplied by the National Weather Service in Ruskin.
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NEW YEAR - NEW HEALTH

by Dr. Stacey Robinson
As the New Year is here, it is again time to assess our
health and set goals for the coming year. Stress, lack of
exercise and poor nutrition are killing us, slowly. There is no
magic pill or potion for health. Spend your time, money
and energy focusing on the following eight essentials of
health - you will feel better and live longer.
1. Breathe properly: it is one of the most powerful tools to
counteract the body’s reaction to stress, decrease muscle
tension, lower blood pressure, increase good hormones like
Human Growth Hormone and lower stress hormones.
2. Drink more water. Your body is 60% water so replenish
it. Water helps to cleanse and filter toxins out of your
system. Drink water throughout the day and eliminate
sodas, colored water (Gatorade, etc.) and energy drinks.
3. We literally become what we eat. Eat whole foods. Eat
foods in their natural state. Avoid foods in a box or a bag.
4. Sleep 7-8 hours per night. Lack of sleep accelerates the
aging process and is associated with cancer, heart disease,
obesity, osteoporosis and diabetes.
5. Move more: exercise is one of the best and most simple
tools for health. Lack of exercise increases risk of obesity,
diabetes, heart disease, cancer, and dementia.
6. Get 10 minutes of sunshine per day: sunshine is our
primary source of vitamin D, essential to our health.
7. Relax: Daily take time for an activity such as meditation,
deep breathing, yoga, Tai Chi, music, laughter, or prayer. It
decrease stress hormones, which cause high blood
pressure, diabetes, cancer, obesity, and osteoporosis.
8. Attitude is everything: Strive to have a positive attitude. Be
grateful, forgive, love and let go of things you can’t control.

This 30-minute daily routine addresses 7 of the 8 essentials
of health and is a way to multitask for better health. It is a
great way to start the day.
Take a walk in the sunshine while listening to music and/or
praying. When done, perform four controlled breaths (below)
while focusing on positive thoughts and/or prayer. Follow this
by a big glass of water and a high protein, breakfast (below).
These elements of health when practiced regularly are more
powerful than any medication. I guarantee this routine will
transform your health and your life.
Controlled breathing (the 4-7-8 breath): Exhale completely
through your mouth - make a whoosh sound. Close your
mouth and inhale quietly through your nose to a mental
count of four. Hold your breath for a count of seven. Exhale
completely through your mouth, making a whoosh sound to
a count of eight. This is one breath. Now repeat the cycle
three more times for a total of four breaths.
Healthy breakfast ideas: ditch the cereal, bagels, and
breakfast bars. Processed breakfast foods are devoid of the
protein and nutrients that we need to maintain optimal
health. Instead, start your day with protein, healthy fats,
whole grains, and fruits or veggies.
• Greek style yogurt with organic seeds, nuts, and fruit
• Ezekial bread toasted with peanut or almond butter
topped with thinly sliced apple and a drizzle of raw honey
• Hard or soft boiled or poached eggs with fruit
•Omelet with veggies topped with a little feta or goat
cheese with or without a slice of Ezekial bread
•Steel cut oatmeal topped with nuts (pecans, almonds, or
walnuts), berries, and honey
•Smoothie (high in protein with fruits and veggies)
To read more tips from Dr. Robinson, read her blogs at
RobinsonMed.com.
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2013’S NEW TAX LAWS

By: Charlie Neilson, CPA

FITNESS TOGETHER
EXPANDS PROGRAMS

Fitness Together owner JD Christie and trainers Lucas and
Kristen have expanded their training program for those
who like to run with a pack.
The Belleair gym at 2917 West Bay Dr., offered one-on-one
personal training exclusively for the last eight years, but
recently began offering PACK small group personal training.
“We have people of different fitness levels looking to
achieve different things that we can put into a routine that
will help them be successful,” Christie says. “The workouts
are still very customizable within the group; each person
still works within their ability level and still gets great
attention from a trainer. The best part is that it costs less
than half the price of one-on-one.”

Here's a rundown of
the tax increases for
all you millionaires
and billionaires. If a
married couple, filing
jointly, makes over
$450,000 ($400,000
if single) their
maximum tax rate
goes from 35% to
39.6% on income
over those thresholds. In addition, if they have investment
income such as dividends, interest, rents, royalties or
capital gains they will pay an additional 3.8% tax on that
income. Wages exceeding $250,000 ($200,000 if single)
are subject to an additional .9% Medicare tax. This all
results in a 44.3% top tax rate for you rich guys.
But the government didn't stop there, no sir, now they
slipped another hand in your pocket. If a couple makes
over $300,000 ($250,000 if single), then their itemized
deductions and personal exemptions are phased out - a
stealth tax increase. Tax rates on capital gains and
dividends also increase from 15% to 20% and if you die
while reading this, your estate tax rate will increase from
35% to 40%.
What's the deal for the working guy? The payroll tax
holiday is dead. In 2010-2012 the payroll taxes were
temporarily reduced by 2%, but Congress didn't extend
that provision. The result is a 2% payroll tax increase on
wages up to $113,700, a potential $2,274 spanking.
The good news is that for most individuals, the federal tax
rates will remain the same as 2012: 10%, 15%, 25%, 28%
and 35% on incomes less than $450,000. The Alternative
Minimum Tax was also fixed so that millions of middle
class taxpayers will not be subject to this 26% tax.
If you're a victim of identity theft - someone filed a return
with your Social Security number, the IRS has a new form
for you to report it #14039 - Identity Theft Affidavit and a
toll free #1-800-908-4490 to talk with an ID Specialist.
The form can be obtained at www.irs.gov. This is growing
problem that is time consuming and difficult to resolve.
With over 40 yrs experience in taxation I can help with
issues ranging from tax return preparation, buying/selling
a business, IRS audits to complex tax problems. My office
is located in Indian Rocks Beach - call 727-595-7578.
Clients can still sign up for times with
groups that have already been formed or
they can gather their friends and form a
group themselves. A group generally has
between 2 and 4 people training at one
time.
“This program makes things much more
affordable for people who are not interested
in paying the price of a personal trainer, but at the same
time they still get great training and are never left alone.
The energy is amazing with each group and people really
rally together to help each other get through every workout.
We as trainers love to see such camaraderie.”
Fitness Together is open Monday through Saturday by
appointment only. For information, call 727-586-7680 or
visit fitnesstogetherbelleair.com.
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WHY WE ARE OPTIMISTS

by Michael Rogan, of Rogan and Associates
Despite the potential for additional ongoing dysfunction as
our elected officials deal with our fiscal issues, we are
optimistic over the long-term!
We invest our clients’ money for when they need it;
therefore, they have money set aside for the very near term,
other money invested for the short to intermediate term,
and the rest of their money invested appropriately for
longer term goals. So, whatever happens in the “market” in
the near term should really have little or no bearing on
their long term financial outcomes.
Despite European debt issues, fiscal cliffs, domestic
spending debt ceiling debates, relatively high unemployment,
and our own growing national debt, and any number of
other issues that were certain – according to the media – to
plummet us into recession, our economy continues to plug
along. Housing is starting to show resurgence, manufacturing
is picking up, employment is picking up, and so on.
What really makes us optimistic though, is thinking about
the progress we’ve made over the last century. In that time,
we have faced a number of challenges, some of which are
eerily similar to the challenges we face today. The following
list is intended to provide some perspective; it is clearly not a
list of all the historically relevant events during that period:
lThe Great Depression
l Iran Hostage Crisis
l
World Wars I & II
l Savings & Loan Crisis
l
Kennedy Assassination
l Gulf Wars I, II, & III
l
Watergate
l Dot.Com Collapse
l
Oil Crises
l 9/11 Terrorist Attack
l
Vietnam
l Financial Crisis
l
Housing Collapse
l The “Great Recession”
Moreover, the ability (or inability) of the President and
Congress to play well together has had little impact on our
progress. During the last century, the country has had a
pretty even mix of Democratic and Republican Presidents
(12 Democratic and 13 Republican terms since 1913).
Part of why it’s so easy to believe that the “good old days”
were better than today is we are constantly raising our
societal standards of what’s acceptable. Consider that
today the average person living in poverty has electricity,
water, indoor plumbing, a refrigerator, at least one TV, at
least one mobile phone, a car, and air conditioning. Less
than a century ago, the top 1% (to borrow a term from
recent politics) could not have dreamed of such luxuries.
In that time, the average life expectancy nearly doubled; per
capita income more than tripled; infant mortality rates
declined by nearly 90%; and the cost of electricity,
transportation and communication declined drastically. The
standard of living has improved significantly for everyone.
This occurred despite which country was the most
powerful (the U.S. became a super power in the middle
of the last century).
In the coming decade, with technological breakthroughs,
experts predict the U.S. will be the world’s largest oil
producer and a net energy exporter. Medical advances
promise to continue the upward trend in life expectancy.
Manufacturing advances are already leading jobs back to
the U.S. from overseas. We remain convinced the best is yet
to come.
For decades, we have provided sound financial advice to
Bay Area individuals and families. We have consistently
found people with a plan in place are better able to ignore
the headlines and focus on things that really matter. If you’d
like to discuss your plan, reach me at (727) 712-3400.

BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

WINTERFEST 2013
BRING THE ENTIRE FAMILY!

This year's Winterfest is set to be the most fun yet! On
Saturday, February 16th, enjoy a day of food, fun, and
best of all parades featuring your pet or little one! All
activities will be located outside Calvary Episcopal Church,
at 1615 1st Street in Indian Rocks Beach.
The day's highlights will include grilled food, arts and crafts
vendors, live entertainment for all ages, a silent auction, a
bake sale, raffles for prizes, a patriotic children's parade to
include a full color guard and fire trucks, and a pet parade
for area pet owners to show off their favorite furry,
feathered, or other non-human friends!
There will be plenty of activities for kids – a bounce house,
crafts, and face painting are all great ways to keep them
occupied. Children are encouraged to dress up a bicycle
or wagon, as well as themselves and join the expanded ½
mile long patriotic parade! Grown-ups will find plenty to
do as well – there will be a street party complete with beer
stand and live acts.
Saturday's event has one main purpose: to celebrate the
wonderful weather and the community. As an added
benefit, two great organizations whose main goal is giving
back to the community are supported – the Calvary
Episcopal Food Pantry and the Indian Rocks Volunteer
Fireman's Association.

MEET BELLEAIR BEACH’S MAYOR

Current Mayor, Kathy Mortensen
decided not to run again. Rob
Baldwin (60), a current City
Councilman qualified to run for
Mayor and since he was unopposed,
he will become the Mayor of Belleair
Beach. He and his wife Karen have
lived in Belleair Beach since 2004.
They have two grown children.
Baldwin has lived in the area since
1961. His parents used to vacation in Treasure Island
when he was a child before they moved here. He attended
the University of Florida and received a BS degree from
the College of Design, Construction and Planning.
Baldwin has worked in the Design and Construction
industry all his adult life. He is Director of Program
Management for BRPH Inc. He has supervised two billion
dollars in projects throughout the United States and the
Caribbean and is currently supervising the construction of
a New Launch Pad project at the Wallops Island NASA
base in northern Virginia and a Data Center in Denver.
Soon to be Mayor Baldwin first became involved with
Belleair Beach as a member of the Code Enforcement
Board. When the city was planning a new city hall, the City
Manager asked Baldwin to get involved. “The project
design was almost complete, but was well over budget,”
Rob says. “I worked with the architect to re-site the building
closer to the road where city hall was previously.”
He joined the City Council in March of 2007 and they
broke ground on the project in October of 2008. He is
completing his third term on the City Council and as both
Councilman and Vice-Mayor. “I have a passion for
maintaining the unique residential character of our city
and want to continue my leadership as Mayor.”
Baldwin and other commissioners will be sworn in at a
ceremony, Monday, March 18th at 5pm.
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WHAT TO WEAR….
IF YOU ARE A WINDOW

Nothing can add more beauty and drama to your room
than beautifully designed window treatments. Over the
years, they have created hundreds of soft treatments with
layers of fabric, yet at times a beautiful shutter, woven
wood or an elegant shade is all you need! From simple to
extravagant and everything in between, the possibilities are
endless.
Shutters meet the two most important factors: beauty and
function. They have stood the test of time and provide
good insulation as well as privacy - and class! Selections
include wood, vinyl and faux wood.
Natural Woven Wood Shades are another favorite as they
filter sunlight, provide a warm feeling in the room and are
a bit unexpected. An opaque liner can be added for
heavier light control if needed. Another benefit of the
woven wood is they can “stand alone” and do not always
require additional drapery panels, thus saving you money.
Motorized Window Treatments are great for you techies!
Gorgeous shade options can be motorized for your ease,
convenience or coolness factor. Many fabulous shade
options can be controlled from a remote control, an app
on your iPhone/iPad or integrated into your home
automation system.
With hundreds of styles, patterns and colors to select from,
contact your local window covering Specialists at Accents
on Windows provide Complimentary in home consultations
showing you all the beautiful options available for you,
where your windows are concerned!
Accents on Windows specializes in turning your spaces
from Drab to Fab - creating beautiful interiors throughout
the Tampa Bay Area since 1994! Their newly expanded
showroom is
located at 1286
West Bay Drive,
Largo. Call them
at (727) 5310222 for answers
to your decorating
questions or stop
by to explore and
receive your free
gift!

EN GARDE’S BROWN BOX
LUNCH DELIVERY IS BACK

Due to customer requests, starting February 1st En Garde
will again be delivering brown box lunches.
“People really seemed to miss it,” explains owner Robb
Schoonmaker, “though we have made some changes to
make it more cost effective. This time around, we have
developed a monthly menu and are asking that customers
pre-order lunches on a weekly basis. Hopefully by
streamlining this process, we can more efficiently plan and
provide tasty meals for a great price. As an incentive, we
have started the Brown Box Club which with a prepaid
punch card gives customers a free lunch.”
En Garde retail shop is now stocking soups and salads,
along with its usual array of entrées and side dishes. “It’s

also not too early to be
thinking about Valentine’s
Day” says co-owner Bill
Munette. “We have a great
menu available either on-line
or in our retail store. Customers can pre-order dinners,
appetizers or desserts and we will have everything ready for
them for pick-up on the 14th.”
En Garde’s shop is located at 432 North Indian Rocks Road
in Belleair Bluffs under the black and white awning. Call
727-216-6718 or email info@engarderetail.com. Daily
and weekly specials are also listed on their website
engarderetail.com.
Catering inquiries may be made by phone 727-489-9297
or email info@engardecatering.com. To learn more or see
images from past events go to engardecatering.com.

