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Bridging
the Bay
INDIAN ROCKS BEACH WOMAN NAMED SUNSHINE SKYWAY BRIDGE

By Nevin D. Sitler, St. Petersburg Museum of History
Parades are fun. Meeting famous entertainers,
politicians and beauty queens is pretty neat. But riding
in a brand new convertible across the bridge you
named is — priceless.
Sixty years ago on Labor Day, 1954 Virginia Seymour
basked in her 15-minutes of fame as she was rewarded
for her entry in a nationwide contest to name Florida’s
engineering marvel that crosses the entrance to Tampa
Bay; The Sunshine Skyway Bridge.
The Junior Chamber of Commerce received permission
from the state highway department to organize the
contest to name the fifteen-mile long connection
between southern Pinellas County and Manatee County.
The promotion received a surprising amount of
attention. More than 20,000 entries from every state in
the Union, the District of Columbia and Canada were
submitted. Tourist agencies and travel clubs added the
“spectacular” two-lane bridge to their lists of “must
see” places to visit. The judges chose Virginia
Seymour’s idea, noting the fact that of the top 25
finalists, ten used “skyway” as part of the name.
Adding the name of Florida’s primary product,
“sunshine,” made the perfect combination.
The socially prominent young woman and her husband
lived at 18610 Gulf Boulevard in Indian Rocks and
were at one time involved in operating a small specialty
newspaper. Virginia claimed her winning idea, “just
came out of the blue.” Cecil M. Webb, chairman of the

State Road Board made the formal presentation.
Her reward included a bouquet of roses, an assortment
of discount coupons from publicity-savvy area
merchants and publication of her picture in the official
100-page Sunshine Skyway commemorative book.
According to several friends, the key to the city
presented to Virginia by St. Petersburg Mayor Samuel
Johnson, was prominently displayed in her home
throughout her life. She also earned a ride across the
span in a Convertible Caravan, coordinated by
promotion-hungry area Dodge dealers, as the special
guest of Congressman Courtney Campbell and his
wife. Campbell himself would later have a Tampa Bay
causeway named in his honor.
The Sunshine Skyway was actually comprised of five
bridges, ranging in length from a 336-foot structure at
the northern tip of Terra Ceia Bay to the main 864-foot
steel girder center span. The total length exceeded
22,000 feet and could withstand hurricane winds of all
known measurable intensities. Annual traffic volume
predictions of 750,000 were quickly surpassed,
reaching twice that figure by 1957.
On the toll-free opening day thousands of cars waited
for hours to travel over the $22-million passageway.
The lineup brought traffic to a standstill along 34th
Street, Lakeview and Tangerine Avenues. All of these
drivers and passengers would lay claim to being the
‘first to cross.’ By the end of the day, tollbooth
operators had counted more than 15,000 vehicles. At
11 p.m., the free rides were over and the tollbooths got
down to business. St. Petersburg resident Donald Davis,
on his way home from Bradenton, was the first to pay
the $ 1.75 crossing fee at the Manatee station.
But that’s the easy, non-controversial part of this story.
continued inside
Story by Nevin D. Sitler, St. Petersburg Museum of History
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CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS

AUGUST
Little League Registration
Sales Tax Holiday
1-3
Armed Forces Museum Special Day
9
Boat Club Three Rooker Island Party
10
Property Tax Trim Notices Mailed
11
Belleair Bluffs Business Assn Mixer
14
Gracie’s Big Splash
15
Public School Begins
18
Largo’s Indoor Garage Sale
23
Armed Forces Museum Special Day 23
Primary Elections
26
SEPTEMBER
Labor Day
1
Buc’s First Game
7
Grandparents Day
7
Patriots Day
11
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
11
Dolphin Tale 2 Movie Opens
12
Seminole Household Chemical
20
Columbia Restaurant’s Anniversary
21

Autumn Begins
22
Indian Rocks Beach Scavenger Hunt
27
Clearwater Offshore Racing Festival 27-28
OCTOBER
Fire Prevention Month
Household Chemical Cleanup
4
Indian Rocks Blessing of the Animals
4
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
9
Indian Rocks Beach’s Oktoberfest
11
Columbus Day
13
Stone Crab Season Opens
15
National Bosses Day
16
Clearwater Jazz Holiday
16-19
Keep Pinellas Beautiful Coastal Cleanup 18
Public Schools Closed
20
Clearwater Stone Crab Festival
25-26
Belleair Civic Assn Halloween Party
25
Belleair Rec Center Haunted House
25
Country Jubilee Heritage Village
25
Chalk Walk Clearwater BeachWalk 24-26
Johns Pass Seafood Fest
25-26
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Did You Know...
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BEACH RENTALS
AVAILABLE The
City of Indian Rocks
Beach has a new
vendor renting chairs
and umbrellas on
the beach at the
County Park, across
from Guppy’s. The
business operates
seven days a week,
weather permitting
with 40 sets of chairs
and umbrellas. You
can rent by the hour or all day. Two chairs and an
umbrella are $20 per day or $5 per hour. One chair is
$5 all day; one umbrellas is $10 all day. They prefer you
use
a credit card. Cabanas will be added in December.
___________________________________________________
$20 PET MICROCHIPS Pet Pal Animal Shelter’s
Veterinary Clinic is offering pet microchips, which are
tiny transponders, about the size of a grain of rice, that
use radio frequency waves to transmit information about
your dog or cat, for $20 during August. Walk in Monday
through Friday 8am-5pm, no appointment necessary.
They are located at 1900 34th Street S., St. Petersburg,
727-328-7729. Get more information about pet
microchips
at www.petpalanimalclinic.com
___________________________________________________
KEEP SHRUBS TRIMMED The rainy season is here, and
vegetation growth can possibly take over signage, streets,
and sidewalks, ultimately causing sight-distance issues for
motorists who might not see blocked street signs. Property
owners are responsible for maintenance of their plants
overgrowth. Keep vegetation trimmed, especially at
corners, signs, and sidewalks.
_________________________________________________
35 YEARS OF JAZZ The Clearwater Jazz Festival’s 35th
line up has been announced and the headliners are Earth,
Wind and Fire, Dirty Dozen Brass Band, Spyro Gyra, Dr
John and The Nite Trippers, and Trombone Shorty &
Orleans Avenue. More will be announced soon. This year’s
dates are October 16-19 and tickets are on sale. Visit
www.ClearwaterJazz.com.
_________________________________________________
WINNERS This year’s Belleair Rec Family Golf
Tournament was held at the Belleair Country Club with
more than 140 participants. The winning foursome with a
score of 59 was from left to right Dave Menoli, Matt
McKenna, AJ Cuccinelllo and Sean Calleja.

and More...
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TEAM BREAKS 30 YEAR OLD RECORD In June,
Belleair Country Club's Breakers swim team shattered
the 1978, 200 meter free-style relay record by almost
two seconds. Blake Johnston, Tyler Roberton, Asher
Flesch, and Sawyer Flesch, all 10 years old, set the
record at the 2014 PCL Championship Meet with a time
of 2:00.91. The PCL is a spring and summer competitive
swimming league that includes nine southwest Florida
country club swim teams. "We're proud of the boys on
our 10-and-under swim team and their significant
accomplishment," said Ed Shaughnessy, general
manager of Belleair Country Club. The BCC Breakers
competitive swimming team was formed in 2008.
___________________________________________________
DONATIONS NEEDED This summer, Clothes To Kids
will provide free school wardrobes to more than 3,000 low
income or in crisis school children ages PreK-4 through
12th grade. That means, they need clothes and shoes,
especially elementary girls and boys shorts and pants, sizes
6-16 and girls and boys tops, sizes M-XL. New or gently
used pants, shorts, shirts and shoes can be dropped off
between 9 am and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday at Clothes To
Kids’ two convenient store locations. In Clearwater, 1059
N. Hercules Ave. and St. Pete, 3251 3rd Ave. For more
information, call 441-5050 or visit www.ClothesToKids.org.
__________________
SCALLOP SEARCH
Tampa Bay Watch is
recruiting volunteer
boats to participate in
the Great Bay Scallop
Search on Saturday,
August 23 at the Fort
De Soto Park boat
ramp. The event is a
monitoring program
with volunteers
snorkeling in search
of scallops in select
areas within Boca Ciega and Lower Tampa Bays. The
annual event’s goal is to monitor and document the health
and status of the local bay scallop population. Factors
affecting the scallop population include red tide, high
rainfall and storms. An all-time high for the event was 674
scallops in 2009. Bay scallops, disappeared from Tampa
Bay in the 1960s when the bay water was highly polluted
from dredging operations and industrial and municipal
wastes. Volunteers with shallow draft boats are still needed
for the event. Registration is required. For information, visit
tampabaywatch.org.
_________________________________________________
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN OCTOBER Read this issue, as
well as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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SKYWAY BRIDGE, Continued

The Sunshine Skyway moniker stuck for 16 years.
However, in 1970 the Florida legislature approved a bill
introduced by a Clearwater legislator to name the 4.3 mile
bridge section after long-time state engineer W.E. “Bill”
Dean. A sign bearing the name of this nationally renowned
pioneer in concrete bridge construction was positioned
over the original main span and a bronze plaque was
placed in the park at south end of the causeway.
The next year, 1971, a second “twin” span was completed
and opened to the public. Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) records indicate that the new
structure actually had no name, just a project and inventory
number. It was this bridge that was badly damaged in the
deadly collision of the freighter Summit Venture in 1984.
Thirty-five people were killed; the entire state was stunned.
Traffic once more reverted to single-lane, two-way traffic
on the original 1954-built bridge. And almost immediately
plans got under way for funding the third generation iconic
structure that today towers over the bay.
Opinions over the “correct” names were varied and led to
some opinionated, if not heated, comments. When
interviewed in the mid-1980s, a 73-year old Virginia
Seymour insisted, “My bridge was and always will be the
Sunshine Skyway Bridge.” She never did approve of the
W.E. “Bill” Dean recognition.
Pursuing an engineering interest similar to his father’s
career, William L. Dean had his opinion on the matter as
well; but was more willing to compromise. The younger
Dean was employed by the firm responsible for
dismantling the old bridges following the Summit Venture
accident. He told reporters that because his dad was as
much of an avid fisherman as he was a bridge building
expert, a more appropriate tribute might be to name one
of the Skyway fishing piers in his father’s honor.
Following his 1962 retirement, the senior Dean worked as
an engineering consultant for FDOT. Three years later he
suffered a fatal heart while inspecting the Hathaway Bridge
in Panama City. As recently as 2012, FDOT includes a
Bridge Engineering Award in honor of him as part of their
annual employee recognition program.
Today, the golden cable-supported structure is officially
known as the Bob Graham-Sunshine Skyway Bridge,
recognizing the efforts of the former Florida Governor and
U.S. Senator who led the way in funding for the project.
But, for clerical clarity in its 215-page bridge inventory,
FDOT simply lists the Sunshine Skyway Bridge as number
150189.

PSFRD FIRE CHIEF LEAVES

Robert Polk, Fire Chief of the Pinellas Suncoast Fire and
Resue, serving Indian Rocks and the Belleair Beaches,
resigned effective July 4th. He started his firefighting career
with the St Petersburg Fire Department, and been the
PSFRD Chief since November 8, 2010. He previously
worked for the State Fire Marshall in Columbia, South
Carolina.
Polk (60) is returning to Columbia to assume the role of
State Fire Chief. When he relocated to Pinellas County, his
wife of 24 years along with their children remained in
Columbia. He is ready to rejoin his family.
A search has begun to find a replacement new Fire Chief.
We all thank him for his service and wish him well in his
new job.
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HELP BREAK THE MOSQUITO CYCLE

By Pinellas County Commissioner Chair Karen Seel
With summer rain comes those familiar
summer pests —mosquitoes. At Pinellas
County Mosquito Control, the quest to
eliminate as many of the pesky bugs as
possible is an ongoing responsibility.
Mosquito Control personnel believes that
stopping the mosquitoes before they even
grow into flying biting machines is the most
effective means of control. To do so, they monitor
populations and use larvicide on a daily basis throughout
the county, and fog in locations where it is specifically
needed.
The county monitors mosquito populations daily through
traps in 40 locations. Technicians also monitor standing
water for live mosquito larva Monday through Friday. There
are 56 sentinel chickens kept in eight target locations on
which routine blood tests are performed, testing for virus
antibodies. When a positive result is confirmed, that is
conveyed to the public and efforts are intensified in that
area, with fogging to kill the adult mosquitoes.
Fogging may also be done when a trap shows an unusually
high increase for several days, or if Mosquito Control
receives numerous service calls in a specific area. A
technician may then request that fogging be done, usually
during nighttime hours.
The public is a vital part of the fight against mosquitoes and
you can help by being vigilant in the prevention of and
protection from mosquitoes by following the three Ds:
• Drain: even small amounts of standing water can breed
mosquitoes

• Dress: light colors, loose fitting, long sleeves and pants
• Defend: effective repellents include DEET, picaridin or oil
of lemon eucalyptus.
Technicians have noted that many homes they’ve inspected
have items or areas that contain standing water – the ideal
breeding condition for mosquitoes – and are contributing to
the mosquito problem. Remember, that mosquitoes only
need ¼ to ½ inch of standing water for the larvae to
survive. Some simple suggestions:
• Empty water from flower pots, garbage cans, recycling
containers, wheelbarrows, aluminum cans, boat tarps, old
tires and buckets; any item that can hold water.
• Flush birdbaths and wading pools weekly.
• Flush ornamental bromeliads or treat with BTI, a
biological larvicide available at home stores.
• Clean roof gutters, which can hold water when clogged.
• Change the water in outdoor pet dishes regularly.
• Keep pools and spas chlorinated and filtered.
• Stock ornamental ponds with mosquito-eating fish.
• Cover rain barrels with screening.
• Check for standing water under houses, near plumbing
drains, under air conditioner drip areas, around septic
tanks and heat pumps.
• Take steps to eliminate standing water, improve drainage
and prevent future puddling.
By taking these simple preventative measures, you can help
reduce the number of mosquitoes in our county and
minimize mosquito-borne diseases.
A mosquito control request form, links to videos and
general information can be found at
www.pinellascounty.org/mosquito. Questions can also be
directed to (727) 464-7503. Videos about mosquito control
can be viewed at www.youtube.com/pcctv1.
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LARGO MEDICAL CENTER VOLUNTEERS

Discover the Possibilities! Discover the Rewards!
By volunteering at Largo Medical Center, you can make a
difference in our community.
Volunteers make a positive impact in the everyday life at
Largo Medical Center - they provide comfort and
assistance to patients, their families, visitors and staff. Every
day, they share their time, talents, energy and hearts. They
believe in helping others. They believe in the hospital’s
mission. They believe in making a difference.
Have you considered becoming a Volunteer? As a volunteer
at Largo Medical Center, you'll meet new people and learn
new skills. No matter what your skills or special talents, or
if you'd like to learn something new, there is a volunteer
opportunity to suit your interests.
Also, as a volunteer, you'll receive on-the-job training, free
health screenings, and a free annual TB and flu shot.
Cafeteria meals are also provided at no cost every time a
volunteer works.
How Much Time Can I Volunteer? When you begin
volunteering, assignments initially are available once a
week for a three-hour shift. As you become familiar with
Largo Medical Center and its Campuses, if you wish, your
responsibilities can be increased, with additional hours
and/or service areas.
Opportunities Available - Volunteer opportunities are
available in patient care areas and non-clinical departments
throughout the hospital. You are cordially invited to discover
the possibilities and the rewards of volunteering at Largo
Medical Center. Spend your time doing something
rewarding and give back to the community! Email
Ranishley.larsen@hcahealthcare.com or call (727) 5885876 to request a volunteer application today!

PINELLAS COUNTY EXTENSION
CELEBRATES 100 YEARS

The University of Florida/Institute of Food and Agriculture
Sciences Extension is celebrating 100 years of service.
Events at Pinellas County Extension began this summer
with a school garden summer camp held at the Parks and
Conservation Services.
The Cooperative Extension was created through the federal
Smith-Lever Act in 1914. The extension, which has served
Pinellas County since May 8, 1914, which grew into an
agricultural area before becoming an urban community.
County residents and visitors benefit from information on
healthy lifestyles, financial management, youth life skills,
water conservation, energy conservation, coastal
sustainability, green practices and Florida Friendly
Landscaping™ programs.
Pinellas County Extension is a partnership between Pinellas
County government and the University of Florida Institute
of Food and Agricultural Sciences as part of a nationwide
network of land grant universities. The University of Florida
is an equal-access/equal-opportunity institution.
Pinellas County Extension offers programming at the
Extension office, 12520 Ulmerton Rd., Largo, 582-2100.
The Largo office is open Monday to Friday, 8 am to 5 pm.
The Extension also offers programming at the Brooker
Creek Preserve Environmental Education Center, 3940
Keystone Road, Tarpon Springs, 453-6800 and at the
Weedon Island Preserve Cultural and Natural History
Center, 1800 Weedon Drive NE, St. Petersburg, 453-6500.
For information, visit pinellascountyextension.org.
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BARRE FITNESS

Recently we sat down for a chat with, Maria Gerelus, owner
and founder of Above The Barre Fitness. Here’s what she
had to say about her facility:
For those who don’t know, what exactly is a Barre class?
A Barre class is a total body, ultra results oriented workout.
It is a combination of Pilates, yoga and therapeutic
stretching all pulled together into one extremely intense
hour. The method I teach is called BarreAmped. Pure Barre
and The Bar Method have clients tucking their pelvis for
most of the class. We insist on a very natural curve to the
back so there is no strain and no stress on the body.
What type of physical result is typically seen in a Barre
client?
Results are realized not only on the outside but also on the
inside. Posture improves, back and neck pain disappear,
those who suffer from migraines have seen less, sleep is
improved. Inches are lost and sizes are dropped.
Can anyone participate in a Barre class?
Yes. Though extremely intense, a Barre workout is extremely
gentle on the body. There is no impact, nothing that can jar
your joints or hurt you. Anyone can do it!
What is your favorite part about being a Barre instructor?
I absolutely love this workout. I have been working out since
I was 15. I am turning 52 this month and have never seen
bodies change so quickly. I love sharing this method and
empowering my clients. I am always excited to see bodies
change right before my eyes.
Are you ready to give Barre a try? Above The Barre Fitness
Studios are located in Tyrone, Allendale and Belleair with
class times to fit anyone’s schedule. Visit their website,
www.atbfitness.com or call Maria directly at 727-430-4617
to find out more! Remember, the first class is always free!

NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT
THE BEACH ART CENTER

The Board of Directors at the Beach Art Center recently
announced the appointment Anna Kuhlman as their new
Executive Director. Kuhlman received a Bachelor of Arts in
Music with a Minor in Mass Communication from Southern
Illinois University and a Masters of Fine Arts in Arts
Management and Leadership from Webster University.
Prior, Kuhlman served as the Director of Development at
Craft Alliance Center for Craft and Design in St. Louis, MO
and The Hayes School of Music and Arts and Cultural
Programs at Appalachian State University in Boone, NC.
Her primary responsibilities focused on managing special
events, fundraising, developing and maintaining
relationships with donors, corporations, and foundations.
Lynda Hamlett, President of the Board of Directors stated,
“At a time when money for the arts is beginning to pick up
again, we are confident that Anna's experience will bring us
a broader exposure to local businesses and corporations as
well as individual donors who understand the power of the
arts and the impact it has on the community.”
Their Summer Kreative Kids Camp and adult classes and
workshops have continued during the transition. Ms. Kuhlman
is coming in as the Fall Class Schedule is finalized.
Additional adult and kid’s classes will be added. The schedule
includes classes in drawing, sketching, photography, pottery
classes in hand building and wheel throwing, Ikebana, and
classes in oil, acrylic, watercolor and water media.
For additional information about the Beach Art Center visit
www.BeachArtCenter.org or call 727-596-4331.
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WHERE THE MOVIE STARS DINE

By Bob Griffin, Publisher
Dolphin Tale 2 filming is complete and the film will be in theaters soon.
The movie continues the story of Winter and introduces a new baby
dolphin named Hope, rescued by the Clearwater Marine Aquarium
(CMA) in 2010. Winter and Hope, who both reside at the CMA, play
themselves in the movie.
The human stars of the movie recently spent a few months in Clearwater
Beach filming this sequel to Dolphin Tale. In their off hours, they enjoyed
getting away from work and going out to dinner just like the rest of us.
I had a chance to meet some of the stars during a pre-opening press
tour and talk to them about our Tampa Bay area restaurants and which
Cozi Zuehlsdorff and Austin Highsmith
ones they prefer.
When talking to Cozi Zuehlsdorff (who plays Hazel) and Austin Highsmith (who is Phoebe, the trainer) about area
restaurants, they both immediately said Clearsky Café in Clearwater Beach was their favorite stop! They loved
everything on the menu, especially the hamburgers and the salads.
Nathan Gamble (Sawyer, the male star of the movie) said he loved Kiku’s Japanese Restaurant in Clearwater Beach’s
Pelican Plaza. “I liked the atmosphere inside the restaurant, not to mention the authentic menu,” Nathan said.
The group regularly traveled to Dunedin for dinner, too. They enjoyed the Living Room and said Harry Connick Jr.
was crazy about Casa Tina. The girls said that was his favorite spot and he ate there frequently.
All three stars said they love Island Way Grill, next door to the Clearwater Marine Aquarium’s studio. They enjoyed the
great variety of Florida seafood they always have on the menu.
They each commented on the people in the area. “Clearwater appears to have the friendliest people in the world,”
Austin said. “The people here really are amazing.”
“Making a movie here was a little like being away at camp, only it was a movie camp,” says Zuehlsdorff.
Since we knew each other, getting back together to make Dolphin Tale 2 was like a family reunion,” said Gamble.
“When they called, I said I can’t believe we get to do this again!”
Don’t be surprised to see them all back again sometime soon. There is already talk of a third movie or even a
television show.
Dolphin Tale 2 opens in area theaters on September 12. See an extended trailer of the movie at www.SeeWinter.com.
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ALWAYS WANTED TO PLAY PIANO?

It is never too late!

Elizabeth Snedeker, NCTM has
been teaching piano for over
thirty years, teaching all ages –
from 7 to 70+. While in Grand
Rapids she taught over sixty
students at a time entering
them in student day, Sonatina
Festivals, her own home recitals
and play-a-thons. Today, she
teaches in her Largo home.
Snedeker, graduated from
Snedeker and student Yasmine
Aquinas College in Grand
Rich reviewing lessons.
Rapids, Michigan with a
bachelor of arts in music and is a certified teacher at both
the state and national level. Her teaching methods include
all styles of music, ear training, sight reading and theory.
Snedeker’s many accomplishments in the piano teaching
world including:
• Judging student day in several districts in Florida
• Chaired several committees including two large concerts
for UPMTA and St. Petersburg Teachers Association with
15-17 pianos on one stage and directed by Yaya Ling,
music conductor of the Florida Orchestra and Thomas
Wilkins, resident conductor of the Florida Orchestra.
• Been music director of the Pilgrim Pipers Recorder
Chapter of the American Recorder Society since 1994.
• Past president of piano Forum in Grand Rapid, Michigan
• Past president of the Upper Pinellas Music Teachers
Association
• Member of Florida State Music Teachers Association and
Music Teachers National Association.

Her love of music extends to her family where three of her
four sons are professional musicians and seven of her
grandchildren are aspiring musicians. If you are interested
in learning to play the piano, she would love to hear from
you. She has room for a few students. You can reach
Elizabeth Snedeker, NCTM at 727-596-7813.

GRACIE’S BIG SPLASH

With enormous water slides, a thrilling bungee jump, a
huge raffle, a silent auction and famous bake sale, Gracie’s
Big Splash, being held Friday, Aug. 15, from 5:30 to 9 pm,
at the Dimmitt Community Center, has grown to become
Belleair children and teens grand summer finale.
Hosted by the Gracie G. Purdy Foundation, the Splash
began in 2007 when four year old Gracie Purdy was
diagnosed with a brain tumor. Gracie passed away in 2008
but her legacy continues.
Gracie’s family is determined to continue the Splash in
Gracie’s memory. The event’s success allows the Gracie G.
Purdy Foundation to provide financial assistance and
services to families with a child diagnosed with a terminal
or life threatening illness. “When Gracie was diagnosed, it
felt as though the entire community wrapped us in their
arms and held us up through her battle. We want to
provide that same kind of support to other families going
through what we went through” said Marty.
This year’s Splash boasts its biggest ever waterslide and a
return of the 73 foot obstacle course. Party Marti and Spanky
the DJ will provide entertainment and Mark the Balloon
Guy is back with his fabulous kids balloon hats!
Call 559-0993 or e-mail GBS@tampabay.rr.com for info.
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Business Briefs...

NEW APPROACH MOVES
Previously next to the Belleair
Food Mart, Karen Luff
moved her new Approach
hair salon, into the Bonefish
Plaza at 2933 West Bay
Drive. The move was an
opportunity to modernized
the salon by adding spa type
services including facials,
waxing, permanent makeup
and other skin related
services. The shop has a new look, where men and
children are welcome, too. Men’s cuts are $18, women’s
cuts start at $27. They are open Monday through
Saturday. www.NewApproachHairSalon.com.
_________________________________________________
BELLA VINO CONGRATULATED Bella Vino Wine
Store in The Plaza, Belleair Bluffs, was recently
commended by the state as one of only 22 food service
establishments in the state to have no safety or
sanitation violations’ within the past year. Owner Brian
Franzese received a letter from Governor Rick Scott
congratulating him and noting this achievement.
_________________________________________________
COASTAL MOVES OFFICE A few months ago Coastal
Properties Real Estate opened a small office in Antique
Alley. Now, they moved north into a larger space in the
Town of Belleair at 603 Indian Rocks Road, next to Fifth
Third Bank.
_________________________________________________
BELLEAIR MARKET ADDS HUMIDOR New Belleair
Market owner Chris Scott has made many changes to
the neighborhood store and still has more planned. His
most recently change has been to add a humidor with
all types of cigars and tobacco products. Stop in and
see the changes. They are located in the heart of
Belleair Bluffs at 510 Indian Rocks Road North.
_________________________________________________
ART AT THE PLAZA TO CLOSE? Owners Tina and
Tracy Smith announced a big moving sale in July with
plans to transition from a brick and mortar gallery to a
business concentrating on private online sales. They are
still in negotiations with their landlord so it all could
change. Access to their remaining in-house inventory
will be by appointment only. For information visit
www.ArtatthePlaza.net or call 409-0531.
_________________________________________________
C1 TO GO PUBLIC C1 Bank, a downtown St
Petersburg based bank, with a branch in Belleair Bluffs
filed papers in July for a proposed initial public offering
of common stock. The bank hopes to raise $50 million.
C1 Bank is led by CEO Trevor Burgess. Burgess holds
9.5% of outstanding stock, or 8.9 million shares. As of
March, the bank had total assets of $1.4 billing.
_____________________
NEED FINANCIAL
HELP? Brenda Ehrke
opened her Edward
Jones Investment office
in Belleair Bluffs 4 years
ago. She now has two
other employees. They
are on West Bay across
the street from Publix.

More Business Briefs...
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WILLIAM DEAN SPECIAL
EVENTS & CLASSES
During the month of August they
are holding classess and events, all
surrounding chocolate of course.
Participants must make reservations,
as space is limited, and be at least
18 years of age or accompanied
and supervised by a parent or
guardian. Please wear minimal
jewelry, closed-toe shoes and long
pants. Aprons and hair nets will be
provided along with needed tools &
ingredients. Look for afternoon teas
twice a week to begin soon. They will be serving tea with
an assortment of sandwiches, scones and pastries for $30.
August 8 - Friday Night Flights: Enjoy a five-course dessert
meal in the Belleair chocolate shop. Start in the kitchen
with a cheese course and transition into the dining room
for four more dessert courses.
August 9 - Cookies, Cupcakes, & Canneles: Learn the
essentials to making cookies and cupcakes. Get the
recipes, preparations & finishing techniques for sable,
florentines, sandwich cookies, biscotti, palmiers, & an
assortment of cupcakes. Learn the art of the French
Bordeaux cannele. Lunch will be provided.
August 10 - Confections: Learn to make confections,
including recipes & techniques for nougat montelimar, pate
de fruit, toffee, rochers, & grigotine.
August 16 - Chocolate Wars: Spend the day competing
with other teams to see whose confections reign supreme.
Teams work beside chefs and prepare pate de fruit, bon
bons, mendiants, macarons & chocolate truffles. Everyone
goes home a winner with a box of goodies. Lunch provided.
August 17 - Truffles & Bon Bons: Join their hands-on class
and learn to make some of the oldest forms of chocolate,
the history of the chocolate truffle and a variety of recipes
and finishing techniques, including piped truffles, scooped
truffles, and using truffle shells. Also learn to make Belgian
style bon bons using molds and airbrushing techniques.
Everyone will take home some goodies. Lunch provided.
Visit www.WilliamDeanChocolates.com or call 593-0656
for
more information.
__________________________
FIVE YEARS AND GOING
STRONG Darrell (seated) and
wife Elaine Youness purchased
Belleair Bluffs’ The Jewel Café
five years ago in September of
2009. Youness also own
Pizza Shack in Largo. Jewel is
located at 2601 Jewel Road,
behind the Belleair Market.
__________________________
PURELIFE ADDS GENTLE TOUCH PureLife, a nearby
MedSpa, announced Donna Gonzalez has joined their
team. Donna is an ARNP and nurse anesthetist, with a
background in oral maxillofacial reconstruction recovery.
She has successfully administered to thousands of patients.
To each of her patients, Gonzalez is known as a master
injector with a “gentle touch”. She is an artisan of faces.
Once you meet her, you will not forget her. PureLife is
located at 12442 Indian Rocks Rd., near Anona
Elementary. PureLifeMediSpa.com.
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PTSD’S SURPRISINGLY POSITIVE SIDE

by Bob Clark, Belleair Christian Science practitioner
Shakespeare may have said it best in As You Like It: "Sweet
are the uses of adversity, which, like the toad, ugly and
venomous, wears yet a precious jewel in his head."
Science is helping to explain the Bard's positive spin on
adversity by researching what the New York Times recently
called posttraumatic stress disorder's "surprisingly positive
flip side": posttraumatic growth, or PTG. Richard Tedeschi, a
psychologist at UNC, who studies PTG, reports people are
showing positive changes from trauma in five areas:
• A renewed appreciation for life
• New possibilities for themselves
• More personal strength
• Improved relationships
• More spiritual satisfaction
Tedeschi's research and other similar studies should sound
a positive note and offer some hope for people with PTSD.
So why don't we hear more about this?
One of the best examples of PTG is Winter the dolphin, a
local hero and movie star. Winter was the inspiration for
Dolphin Tale and sequel, Dolphin Tale 2, out in September.
I had the privilege of being part of a group of volunteers
who helped give Winter 24/7 care when she first arrived at
Clearwater Marine Aquarium as a 3-month-old orphan.
Talk about trauma. She had been hopelessly tangled in a
crab pot line on Florida's east coast. She lost her mother.
She very nearly lost her life, and circulation to her tail had
been cut off for so long that she eventually lost it as well.
I remember CMA's vet saying, "Your job is to give her a
reason to live." Winter was so adorable and pathetic I would
have done anything for her. My wife and I volunteered to
take the 2 a.m. shift, getting in the tank with her for hours,
feeding her fish milkshakes from a 2-liter soda bottle,
monitoring her breathing and most importantly, loving her.
It's very quiet and peaceful at 2 a.m. We talked to Winter.
We assured her she was safe. We refused to see her as
incomplete. Instead, we chose to see her true identity as
spiritually whole and we loved that wholeness. This was our
way of praying for her.
After her tail was completely gone, she learned quickly and
easily how to swim pretty well without it and eventually
almost perfectly with a prosthetic tail. We saw resilience,
playfulness and the normal joy of a child, seemingly
untouched by the trauma. Here was living, breathing proof
that extreme physical trauma can be met and overcome.
The story gets better. Winter has become an international
PTG symbol. She has spent the past several years, helping
to heal and rehabilitate wounded soldiers and children
facing special challenges. Like Winter, they are finding ways
to transform trauma into growth and prove their wholeness.
As research and experience are proving, when confronted
with trauma, we sometimes do have a choice. American
philosopher William James told us, "The greatest weapon
against stress is our ability to choose one thought over
another." Mary Baker Eddy, a Christian leader and author
of Science and Health With Key to the Scriptures, assured us
that "trials lift us to that dignity of Soul which sustains us,
and finally conquers them."
As "ugly and venomous" as trauma can be, we can choose
to meet it with spiritual resilience and courage. We can
grow instead of wither, and, like Winter, we can find the
"precious jewel" of wholeness.
Read Bob Clark’s blog at simplyhealthyflorida.com.
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LOOK AS HAPPY AND BEAUTIFUL OUTSIDE AS YOU FEEL INSIDE

By Stephanie Schlageter, Radiance Medspa
Psychologists have determined that only
four basic emotions exist – mad, sad,
glad and afraid. While these show on our
faces in lively ways during youth, as we
age, our faces can seem to permanently
mold into some of these expressions especially, it seems, the sad or angry
ones. Although you may feel happy on
the inside, your exterior could show
something else entirely. If your loved ones have started
asking you, “What’s wrong?” and “Are you sad?” or “Are
you angry?” when nothing at all is the matter, it could be
time to add cheer to your face with a simple and safe
injectable you might not have even heard of yet.
Meet Juvéderm Voluma XC, a product that was finally
approved by the FDA for use in the United States last fall,
although doctors in Europe, Canada and South America
have been treating patients successfully with Voluma for a
decade. This is a product that can literally turn your frown
upside down because it plumps from beneath the dermal
layer, lifting the entire cheek area. Voluma is an
injectable hyaluronic acid, which is a naturally-occurring
substance in the body that maintains skin’s firmness. It’s
the first product that was designed specifically to add
volume to the cheeks, and it’s also useful for plumping
the chin or adding definition to the jaw line.
What does that really mean? As we age, thanks to gravity
plus the loss of collagen, hyaluronic acid and even facial
fat, our skin loses volume and begins to sag, which leads
to wrinkles and folds. For example, some people develop
deep lines between the eyes that lead to an angry look,

whereas others develop dark circle under the eyes due to
loss of volume under the eyes, resulting in a tired or sad
appearance. By adding volume back to the cheeks and
other areas, Juvederm Voluma clears away the negative
expressions, letting you reclaim a youthful glow. Because
Voluma is made with a special proprietary cross-linking
process, it is thicker and more moldable, so it lasts much
longer than most other injectables and fillers. In fact, one
Voluma treatment can have you looking delightful for up
to two years.
Juvéderm Voluma XC is made by the same company that
created BOTOX and Juvéderm Ultra Plus, so you can feel
comfortable and safe going for your initial treatment.
There is no real downtime with Voluma other than
possibly a slight redness at the injection site for a short
time, and you can resume normal activity immediately.
The results of Voluma are also immediate, so you’ll look
well rested by the time you leave your appointment.
In Florida, only doctors, nurse practitioners and
physicians assistants are permitted to give injections.
When getting any type of injectable or filler, it is always
vital to visit an experienced injector, so be sure to locate a
practice or medspa with an excellent reputation because
your goal is to look natural.
If you are feeling fabulous on the inside, there’s no
reason to look mad or tired on the outside. In one office
visit of less than an hour, Voluma can provide you with
just the exterior attitude adjustment you need. It’s time to
be beautiful inside and out!
For information, contact Radiance Medspa at 727-518-7100 or
visit radiancemedspa.com. Radiance Medspa is in its 8th year at
2894 West Bay Drive in Belleair Bluffs.
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HOME DEPOT HELPS SHEPHERD’S VILLAGE

could do, but I found lots to do.
By Bob Griffin, Publisher
I helped direct people and
Shepherd’s Village in Largo
move things around. Home
desperately needed to be painted.
Depot gave me two pins for my
They took a leap of faith and asked a
volunteered time”
nearby Home Depot for help.
“We were glad to
Not only did the store donate
get involved and
materials, they also supplied
do what we could
volunteers. A dozen Home Depot
for Shepherd’s
employees, from three nearby
Village,” says
stores, and all levels of
Tiffany Miller,
management, stepped in to help.
Department
Glidden donated all the paint.
Manager at the Ulmerton
The job started just prior to the
Rd. store. “We cannot
Memorial Day weekend and took
help everyone that asks,
ten days. The first step involved
but this was certainly a
volunteers pressure washing the
project that fit our area
entire building. After the holiday,
Event Coordinator & of expertise and it was
another team taped the windows Home Depot Employee
not hard to find a dozen
and doors.
Tiffany Miller
employees to volunteer.”
When that
was done, others The volunteer Home Depot employees
worked on their days off. Some
began painting.
painted in the mornings and worked
I helped four
later that day. By volunteering,
days,” says John
employees earn special Home Depot
Scuderi, who
pins which they wear on their aprons.
works at the
Collecting four pins, earns employees
Clearwater Gulfrecognition and a $50 bonus.
to-Bay store.
Others volunteered, too. A group from
“With a
Indian Rocks Beach Baptist Church
handicap, I was
Home Depot Employee limited in what I
and members Florida Thunder
James Scuderi

basketball team helped. Home Depot
volunteer Ara Faison, coaches the
youth basketball team.
“The painting of Shepherd’s Village by
Home Depot volunteers and paint
from Glidden Paint Company was a
real-life, much needed extreme
makeover”, says Dr. Alderman,
Director of Shepherd’s Village. “We
are blessed to see the lives of our
single-parent family residents find
hope and a new sense of direction
from the inside and now the outside of
our building. This is a big building and
was a big blessing. Our heartfelt
thanks to all the volunteers who made
this possible.”
Shepherd’s Village is located at 3025
Los Altos in Belleair Bluffs. Call 4242309 for more information.
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TENNIS ANYONE?

By Bob Griffin, Publisher
Lazaro Alfonso lives in
Indian Rocks Beach and is
a tennis instructor. He
learned to play tennis in
Cuba while he was in
high school .
Laz (47) grew up in Cuba
in the late 1960s and
‘70s. As Castro had
already taken power, it
was a communist country.
To him though it was
Laz Alfonso & student Sonya Kis
home. “Everyone in Cuba
liked to play sports,” Laz says. “Different high schools
specialized in different sports mostly baseball and soccer.
I was not good at those, so I choose tennis. Turns out I
was pretty good and won many school tournaments.”
In 1992, while still living in Cuba, Laz met his wife Sylvia.
After they were married, they decided living in Cuba was
not what they wanted to do. Everyone wanted to go to the
United States. When Laz was 25, he and Sylvia left Cuba
and traveled to Germany and then Spain. In Spain, he
interviewed with the American Embassy and received a
visa. In the U.S., he was assisted by the Cuban/American
Organization. In 1996, they moved to Indian Rocks Beach.
Laz has two jobs. He is an inspector for Florida’s State
Boxing Commission in Central, West and North Florida.
His job is to be an observer, check the fighters for drugs
and monitor their condition during a fight. But, when he
is not traveling to a boxing match, he teaches tennis in
Indian Rocks Beach.
As many as 15 people a week take lessons from Laz on
Indian Rocks Beach’s city courts, at Kolb Park and 28th
Avenue. Most of his students come from word-of-mouth
and many live in nearby neighborhoods. “The number
varies with the season. I have a lot of snow birds, and of
course weather is a factor, too. No one wants to play
tennis in 95 degree weather.”
“I might be Laz’s first student,” says Sonja Kis, an Indian
Rocks resident. “He’s been teaching me for about seven
years. The thing about Laz is he really wants to see you
improve. He has a good eye and can tell you how to
progress. Plus, we have a lot of fun out there.”
Laz and Sylvia have been married 30 years and live on
13th Avenue in Indian Rocks Beach. If you would like help
with your tennis, call Laz Alfonson, 813-458-2020.

ATTEND A FREE “HEALTHCARE
COSTS IN RETIREMENT” SEMINAR

As you plan for your retirement, it is important to
consider your health in addition to your wealth. On
Tuesday, August 26 Merril Lynch invites you for a dinner
seminar with an overview of:
• Importance of planning for healthcare costs
• Coverage options before and after age 65
• Preparing a healthy and financially sound retirement
The dinner seminar is from 6:00 to 7:30 pm at
Alfano’s Italian Restaurant, 1702 Clearwater-Largo Rd.,
Clearwater. Space is limited. Call or email to reserve
your seat now - Erin D. Emnett Financial Advisor, (727)
462-2362, erin.emnett@ml.com.
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RETIREMENT PLANNING TIPS FOR FIFTY-SOMETHINGS

By Noelle Daniel, CFP®
Entering your 50s and behind in your retirement planning goals? Don't fret. You've still got time to get your financial plan
back on track. There are many steps that older investors can take to better prepare themselves financially for retirement.
Here are six tips that may help you make the most of your final working years.
1. Catch up. If you have access to a 401(k) or other workplace-sponsored plan, make the $5,500 catch-up contribution
that is available to participants aged 50 and older. Note that you are first required to contribute the annual employee
maximum, $17,500 for 2013, before making the catch-up contribution.
2. Fund an IRA. Investors aged 50 or older can contribute $6,500 annually (the $5,500 annual contribution plus an
additional catch-up contribution of $1,000). An investor in his or her 50s who contributes the maximum amounts to both a
401(k) and an IRA could accelerate retirement savings by more than $25,000 a year.
3. Consider dividends. If you do not have access to a workplace-sponsored retirement plan, or you already contribute
the maximum to your qualified retirement accounts, consider stocks that offer dividend reinvestment.1 Reinvesting your
dividends may help to grow your account balance over time.
4. Make little cuts. Consider how you can trim expenses while continuing to enjoy life. Some suggestions for quick
savings: Eliminate or reduce premium cable channels that you do not watch, memberships that you do not use regularly,
and frequent splurges on dining out or coffee runs. An extra $100 a month saved today could make a big difference down
the road.
5. Review strategies for postponing retirement. You may be able to learn new skills that could increase your
marketability to potential employers. Even a part-time job could reduce your need to deplete retirement assets.
6. Don't give up. Many pre-retirees falsely believe that there is nothing they can do to build retirement assets, and as a
result, do nothing. Remember that you control how much you invest, and in many areas, how much you spend. Make a
plan -- and stick with it.
Call Noelle Daniel Wealth Management at 727-408-5209 to discuss your options or visit us at 20001 Gulf Blvd., Suite 8,
Indian Shores. www.ndwealthmanagement.com.

Investing in stocks involves risk, including loss of principal.
Because of the possibility of human or mechanical error by S&P Capital IQ Financial Communications or its sources, neither S&P Capital IQ Financial
Communications nor its sources guarantees the accuracy, adequacy, completeness or availability of any information and is not responsible for any errors or
omissions or for the results obtained from the use of such information. In no event shall S&P Capital IQ Financial Communications be liable for any indirect,
special or consequential damages in connection with subscriber's or others' use of the content. 2013 S&P Capital IQ Financial Communications.
All rights reserved. Securities and Financial Planning Offered Through LPL Financial, A Registered Investment Advisor- Member FINRA/SIPC
1
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PLAN AHEAD, MAKE HURRICANE PET PLANS NOW

If a hurricane is coming and you are forced to evacuate,
have you made a plan for your pets? Many people don’t and
that is the number one reason people choose not to
evacuate. No one wants to leave their pets behind, and
because they didn’t plan ahead, they stay put.
The best hurricane evacuation choice is a friend or relative’s
home. But, if that is not an option and you must go to a
shelter, most Pinellas County shelters do not accept pets. The
few that do accept pets, require you to register in advance
and most spots are already reserved for this hurricane
season. To register for a future evacuation, call 582-2150 or
visit PinellasCounty.org/Emergency/petpreparedness.htm.
Only three Pinellas shelters are designated as pet evacuation
shelters. They are Dunedin Middle School, Thurgood
Marshall Middle School and the closest one, Oak Grove
Middle School located at 1370 So Belcher, Clearwater. These
shelters only accept cats and dogs. They do not allow your
rabbits, ferrets, parrots, snakes and other exotic pets.
If you plan to go to a hotel, there are very few that allow pets
and they may already be full. If that is your plan, call now
and ask if they accept pets. A list pet-friendly Pinellas hotels is
available at www.VisitStPeteClearwater.com.
If you take a pet to an evacuation shelter, all pets must be
kept in a carrier. It should be large enough for your animal to
live comfortably in, but not so large you can’t carry it. Label it
with your animal’s name, your name and your phone
number in large letters. Inside can be your pet’s bed, blanket
or toy to help keep them calm. If you have a cat, the carrier
should be large enough to include a small litter box.
Have a leash and collar ready to use when you take your pet
in and out of the carrier. Bring unbreakable food and water

bowls with enough food to
last at least a week. Dry food
is best since it does not
require refrigeration. If you
bring canned food, make
sure you have a can opener.
Shelters may not have water
for your pets so be prepared
to supply your pet’s water
too. Depending on their size,
plan up to a gallon of water per pet, per day.
Shelters require pets to have current licenses and
vaccinations. Pack vaccine records, micro-chip numbers, a
recent photo, and medication instructions in a waterproof
container or bag and attach it to the outside of your pet
carrier for safe keeping. Bring any medication your pet
requires and if your pet is on insulin, pack it in a cooler.
Consider having your pet microchipped. Microchips, tiny
transponders about the size of a grain of rice, use radio
frequency waves to transmit information about your pet. They
are implanted just under the skin. Each microchip contains a
registration number associated with the owner and can be
read with scanners. In the case of serious storms, pets are
often are separated from their owners or run away. Chips
can help reunited owners with their pets.
If you become separated from your pet, after the storm, stray
animals will be collected and staged at temporary sites prior
to transfer to more permanent shelters. You should look for
your pet(s) at the location nearest where you last saw your pet
Bring a photo to make the search easier. Every effort will be
made to return pets to their owners as quickly as possible.

Organizational News...

BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

BELLEAIR BEACH ISLAND GARDEN CLUB
They meet the third Wednesday of each month (October
through April) at the Community Center, Belleair Beach.
Membership is $20 per year and guests are welcome.
Their next meeting is September 17. Call Majorie Rose at
238-8691, for information.
BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
They meet on the first and second Wednesday of each
month at the Belleair Garden Club at 903 Ponce de Leon
Blvd., in the Town of Belleair (October to May.)
Membership is $50 per year. Guests are welcome. May
14 was the last meeting of the season. Meetings resume
in October. For information, e-mail Barbara Chapman,
BChapman1234@Gmail.com or call 581-8929.
BELLEAIR SOCIAL CLUB
Open to all seniors living in the Belleair area, they meet
Tuesday mornings at 9am at Panera Bread. They have
dinner at different restaurants on the first and third Sundays,
and lunch on the second and fourth Wednesdays.
They plan monthly social meetings, pot luck get togethers,
dinners, movie nights and visits to area attractions. They
also meet at the Belleair Rec Center for monthly trips and
adventures. Call Marilyn Daminato at 585-9633.
GREATER BELLEAIR YOUNG WOMEN’S SOCIETY
They are 180 members strong with membership consisting
of women living and working in Belleair, Belleair Beach,
Clearwater, Clearwater Beach, Sand Key, Largo and the
surrounding areas.
Incoming President, Bobbi Huntington, begins her term
after their summer break. The first meeting of the new
year will be September 4th. Visit their Web site,
www.gbyws.org or contact Ruth Ann at 446-6463 for
more information.
BELLEAIR CIVIC ASSOCIATION
They are involved with most of the
events held at the Belleair Center
including the Sunday Concerts and
the upcoming Gracie’s Big Splash.
The Belleair Civic Association wants
you to join them. If you are already
not a member, join for 2014. They
are proud to help support and
organize many of the major events
that occur at the Belleair Rec Center.
The Belleair Civic Association is open to all residents of
the Town of Belleair. If you want to help or get involved,
call Petey Henning at 735-5421. Her email is
Phenning4@TampaBay.RR.com. Roz White can be
reached at 462-2674
CLEARWATER COMMUNITY SAILING CENTER
Fun Racing is held on the third Saturday of the month. If
you are new to racing or an old hand at it, this is a fun
way to learn, and keep your skills sharp. Skippers
meeting is at noon on the deck, and racing is from 1pm
to 3pm. The next Fun Racing dates are August 16 and
September 20th.
There is always something fun happening at the Center.
They also offer instruction in stand up paddle boarding
and kayaking. They are located on Sand Key, just north of
the Marriott Hotel, at 1001 Gulf Blvd. Call 517-7776 or
see www.ClearwaterCommunitySailing.org for more
information.

Organizational News...
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CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB
The Clearwater Garden Club meets twice a month from
October through May, at 405 Seminole Street, Clearwater.
During their summer break however, they still have outings
and events.
In June, they enjoyed a wonderful garden tour at a
member’s home with a workshop on how to make Story
Book Pots. Each member filled their flowerpot with story
figurines and plants.
In July they traveled by bus to the Caladium Festival in
Lake Placid.
October 10th at 9:45am, their general meetings resume.
For more information contact, Alice Jarvis, President, at
391-3066 or email at BGJALA@aol.com.
BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
They meet the second Tuesday of each month, October
through May at various area restaurants. The next meeting
is October 14th.
Lillian Nazario was recently elected the President for
2014-2015. Membership is open to area residents at $15
a year. To join, please call Lillian Nazario at 585-4843 or
Sherri Morton at 581-8313.
BELLEAIR BRIDGE CLUB
If you would like to play bridge, they meet twice a week in
the City Hall Auditorium, all year. This is coordinated by
the Belleair Recreation Center. Call Betty Grandoff at
669-5283 or the Belleair Rec Center to join.
BELLEAIR WOMEN’S REPUBLICAN CLUB
This organization is open to anyone wanting to get
involved in our community’s political arena. They meet
monthly, on the first Friday with issue appropriate
speakers. All meetings are at 11:30am at the Belleair
Country Club. Lunch is normally $22 each. The next
meetings are: August 1 and September 5th. Get more
information at www.BelleairWomensRepublicanClub.com.
E-mail BWRCLUNCH@Mail.com, or call Pat at 595-1791
to RSVP.
BELLEAIR ROTARY
The Belleair Rotary’s new 2014-2015 President is Joyce
Baskin. She was sworn in at the June meeting by Herb
Brown, former President of Rotary International.
The Rotary in the Town of Belleair meets every Thursday
at 12:15pm at the Belleair Country Club. The third
Thursday of the month is the general assembly and
Board meeting. They sponsor various events and
proceeds benefit local charities including Belleair
Elementary School (Bicycles for Reading, Adopt a
Classroom), UPARC, Salvation Army, Polio Eradication,
the Rotary Foundation and other local causes.
Call Joyce Baskin at 432-72178 or email at
Joyce@Repkajennings.com to get involved.
BLUFFS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
They work to promote and improve businesses, stimulate
a vibrant local economy and enhance the overall quality
of life for area residents. They meet on the second
Thursday of every month. The next meetings are:
August 14: Raymond James, 645 Indian Rocks Road N.
September 11: Florida Best Quote, 520 Indian Rocks Rd N.
October 9: Advantaggio Salon, 940 Clearwater-Largo Rd.
Call President Bonnie Trembulak at 686-8797.
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OH SAY CAN YOU SEE?

September marks the 200th anniversary of the penning of
the lyrics of the poem, later known put to music as “The
Star-Spangled Banner.” The lyrics are:
Oh, say can you see by the dawn's early light
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous fight,
O'er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming?
And the rocket's red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

The national anthem of the United States, “The StarSpangled Banner,” uses only the first stanza of The Defense
of Ft. M’Henry, a poem written by Francis Scott Key in 1814.
He wrote it when he was 35, after witnessing the bombing
of Baltimore’s Ft. McHenry during the War of 1812.
On September 3, 1814, after the British had attacked and
burned most of Washington while raiding Alexandria, Francis
Scott Key and John Stuart Skinner set sail from Baltimore to
secure an exchange of prisoners. On board the HMS
Tonnant, they had dinner with British Major General Robert
Ross where they overheard details of the British’s plans to
attack Baltimore. The British then held them captive on the
ship until the battle was over.
From the ship, they witnessed the British gunboats attack
Baltimore and then the British being turned away by the
cannons at nearby Ft. Covington, the city’s last defense. It
was a rainy night and Key observed during the attack, the
fort’s small storm flag continued to fly. It wasn’t until dawn
that he learned how the battle ended. By then, the smaller
flag had been replaced by a large American flag.
Francis Scott Key was inspired by the victory and the sight of

the large American flag with 15 stars and 15 stripes flying.
Still aboard the ship, he wrote a poem on the back of a
letter in his pocket. On September 16th, they were released
and returned to Baltimore where Key completed the poem
which he titled, Defense of Ft. M’Henry.
Key’s brother-in-law, Judge Joseph Nicholson, realized the
words fit a popular melody by John Stafford Smith that was
the official song of the Anacreontic Society, a London amateur
musicians club. The next day, Nicholson took the handwritten
poem to a Baltimore printer for its first printing.
On September 20th, two newspapers, The Baltimore Patriot
and The American, printed the song with the note “Tune:
Anacreon in Heaven.” The song quickly became popular.
Soon, Thomas Carr owner of Baltimore’s Carr Music Store,
published the words and music together with the title “The
Star-Spangled Banner.” Its first known public performance
was that October in a local tavern.
The song gained popularity throughout the 19th century. On
July 27, 1889, then Secretary of the U.S. Navy Benjamin Tracy
signed an order making “The Star-Spangled Banner” the
official tune to be played while raising the flag.
It was first played at a Philadelphia baseball game in 1897.
In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson ordered it be played at
all military occasions. Then, the song was played during the
seventh-inning stretch of the 1918 World Series. The
tradition of performing the national anthem before every
baseball game didn’t begin until after World War II.
On March 3rd, 1931 President Herbert Hoover signed into
law a bill adopting “The Star-Spangled Banner” as the
national anthem of the United States.
The original Star-Spangled Banner flag was sewn by
Baltimore’s Mary Young Pickersgill and is now on display at
the National Museum of American History at the Smithsonian.
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CHECK HANDYMAN SERVICES
CHECK IT OFF YOUR LIST!

Compared to days gone by, today our lives are
much busier. Working, commuting, running the
kids around to different activities, dinner etc. So
much so, that we don’t have time to take care
of the necessary mundane stuff in life such as
repairing the screen door, a fresh coat of paint
in our kid’s bedroom, repairing a dent in a
wall, installing a new porcelain or laminate
floor. Do you even know who to contact for
your dream kitchen or bathroom remodel?
Certified Licensed General Contractor Check
Handyman Inc. can provide your handyman
services, as well as fulfill any of your
remodeling dreams. Typically, when you call
Check Handyman Inc. you will be greeted by
Kathy Eden who will assess your needs and schedule a
service call or an appointment for a technician to come out
and give you a FREE estimate. She will also be the one to
follow up with your estimate and to make sure you are
100% satisfied with the work, before she collects payment.
Heading up the operation, owner Frank Karakostas has
over 30 years experience in all projects from the design,
through the execution of your project.
Check Handyman Inc. provides professional services from
start to finish. Call them today and schedule a Professional
Handyman Service call, or a dream kitchen or bathroom
remodeling estimate. Inquire about their extensive laminate
and tile flooring offerings.
You can "check any project off your list!" Call Check
Handyman at 727-443-0111 or visit Checkhandyman.com

NEW BELLEAIR SHORE MAYOR

After 16 years, Belleair Shore Mayor John Robertson retired.
Replacement Robert Schmidt Jr. is the perfect person for the
job. He has lived in Belleair Shore, the smallest city in the
county, two years longer than Robertson was Mayor, and
even served on the City Commission longer than Robertson.
“In my 18 years, I have not noticed a lot of change,” says
Mayor Schmidt, “except of course the houses have gotten
larger and a lot more expensive.”
Moving here in 1996, Schmidt lives near the middle of the
two-mile stretch of million dollar homes overlooking the Gulf
of Mexico. He is the managing partner of Boulder Venture
South, a development company. He has managed over $2
billion of real estate development during his career. With his
new position as Mayor, he manages about 55 homes and
everything in between.
All residents receive a written notice of meetings held at the
Belleair Bluff’s City Hall Auditorium on the second Tuesday
of the month. Here are some of his thoughts on city issues.
BEACH RENOURISHMENT - “We don’t need it. We had very
little damage during Hurricane Elena and other recent
storms. We have no way to add additional parking to what
we already have, so they are not going to give it to us.”
BEACH ACCESS - “Our homeowners own their property out
to the high-water line. We don’t mind people walking on our
shoreline, but we do not want people coming here to walk
their dogs on the beach and we do not want day visitors
leaving their trash when they leave. We see a lot of that.”
RYAN HOWARD’S HOUSE - “We look forward to having
him as a neighbor and his contribution to our tax base. I
hear they hope to move in this fall.”

Restaurant News...
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IT IS OPEN!
Chicago Jaqx
Pizzeria & Tap
House is the newest
restaurant in Indian
Rocks Beach.
Owners Gary and
Judy Panton (shown
here) opened the
restaurant at 1511
Gulf Blvd, next to
Century 21Beggins.
Their big yellow
canopy on the
outside patio definitely attracts attention, and is very
welcome shade while you sit on their swings facing Gulf
Blvd. What you cannot see are the renovations inside with
seating for 20 and a bar featuring 50 beers. They feature
a Chicago deep dish pizza plus also a thin, crispy crust
pizza. The menu includes 1/3rd lb. burgers, sandwiches,
Philly Cheesesteaks, hot dogs, salads, smoothies and
milkshakes. They will be open for lunch, dinner and late
night. The Pantons currently operate a similar restaurant at
the Hilton in Clearwater Beach.
_________________________________________________
WINGHOUSE SOLD Ker’s Winghouse, which has 24
locations, has been sold to Third Lake Capital, an
investment company. Third Lake plans to inject enough
capital to expand the chain beyond Florida. Founder
Crawford Ker will stay on as the CEO. Crawford Ker, is a
resident of Belleair Bluffs and lives in Harbor Bluffs.
______________________
PJ’S MAKING
HEADWAY PJ’s Oyster
Bar’s new restaurant,
across the street from
their present location in
Indian Rocks Beach is
almost done. Co-owner
Bama Palmer says they
still hope to open in the
August. When finished,
they will have a soft opening for a month or so, “to get
the kinks worked out.” There will be 35 more seats, an
outside deck with dining, more parking, a bigger kitchen
and a full liquor bar. The bathrooms will be bigger and of
course ADA approved. They hope to have live music on
the deck. PJ’s is now in their 29th year.
_________________________________________________
PROINO’S BREAKFAST CLUB This new restaurant is still
under construction in the previous location of Rocky’s just
across the bridge on Walsingham Rd. They hope to open
in two months or so, for breakfast and lunch. It is owned
by George Soulellis who also owns the Proino’s on West
Bay Drive in Largo. If you are looking for a job, email
ProinoBreakfastClub@Gmail.com.
________________________
MAGGIE MAE’S
EXPANDED Belleair’s
popular breakfast/lunch spot
added an additional seating
and other improvements.
Located at 2961 West Bay
Drive next to Bonefish Grill,
they are open for breakfast
and lunch daily.
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DAVID YATES, CLEARWATER MARINE AQUARIUM’S CEO

By Bob Griffin, Publisher
In 2005, everything David Yates, knew
about aquariums, he learned by
visiting the Florida Aquarium with his
wife and four children. He did not
even own a boat.
Yates, today’s CEO of the Clearwater
Marine Aquarium (CMA), and a CPA
by trade, earned his reputation as the
owner and promoter of the worldwide
Iron Man competition, where he
honed his management and
promotion skills. There he learned to
work with the media, creating a brand.
With national television networks, he
developed and produced shows and
documentaries about this famous
athletic event. All these skills helped
him tremendously at the CMA.
The CMA started as a small attraction
called the Sea-O-Rama in the
Clearwater Marina parking lot. When
it closed, a group worked to keep it
going and in 1972, a permanent
marine biology learning center called
the Clearwater Marine Science Center
was established. In 1978, the city
offered the abandoned sewage
processing plant on Island Estates for
its new home. The sewage plant took
many years and a lot of money to
convert into a marine research facility
acceptable to the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) and Fish and
Wildlife Commission (FWC). By 1980,
they had a permit to be an official
Marine Research Facility.
In 1984, they rescued an injured
bottle-nosed dolphin they named
Sunset Sam. He was their first famous
resident. Eventually, the name was
changed to the Clearwater Marine
Aquarium (CMA) to reflect the
increasing level of community
interaction.
By 2005, CMA was on the verge of
bankruptcy. Employees worried about
their paychecks. Volunteers and donors
were leaving, as did their Executive
Director.
In February, 2006, the Board taking a
chance, hired Yates, seeing a man
who knew how to take a business to
the next level. Two weeks later, an
employee told him a dolphin with no
tail was being transferred to their
facility for rehabilitation. Yates
responded, “What? She has no tail?
How is that possible?”
The dolphin, rescued on Florida’s East
Coast on December 10, 2005, was
named Winter. While others saw a
medical challenge, Yates saw a golden
marketing opportunity with her

amazing story.
Within six months, Yates pitched
Winter’s story to the media. NBC’s
Today Show and major newspapers
jumped on it. Yates produced a
documentary film. Children’s books
were written. Then, a video game was
created.
Finally in 2007, the producers from
Alcon Entertainment called asking to
speak to the guy who runs the place
about the dolphin story. As we know,
the movie Dolphin Tale was filmed and
released September, 2011. The day
after its debut, over 2,500 people tried
to visit CMA as compared to about
500 on the same day in 2010. The
traffic to their Web site went wild.
On the last day of production, another
injured dolphin, named Hope, was
rescued and driven to CMA. David
looked at his fellow producers and
said, “Could this be a sequel?” And it
was. Dolphin Tale 2, is scheduled for
nationwide release September 12.

Filming of Dolphin Tale 2

Coincidentally, last month on July 4th,
another injured dolphin was rescued in
Redington Beach. Could this be
Dolphin Tale 3? (At this time, a third
movie and the new dolphin do not
have a name.)
The CMA cares for more than just
dolphins. They house river otters, sea
turtles stingrays, nurse sharks, white
pelicans and fish such as gag grouper,
hogfish and drums. Each permanent
resident was rescued and is unable to
be released due to injuries or
impairments.
Looking back, Yates says the CMA was
close to closing when he arrived. “I
expected to have to move on in two to
three years. But Winter changed that,”
Yates says. Their problems were not
just money, The FDA and FWC were
threatening to revoke their licenses.
Filters did not work, the equipment
was in dire need of repair and they

Yates before Dolphin Tale’s release

were losing money. Yates remembers,
“We were the laughing stock of the
marine industry.”
In only 2 years, he turned things
around. “This is a non-profit, but it has
to be run like a business or it will not
exist,” Yates explains. “It takes a
tremendous amount of money to
support the facility, even as a nonprofit. It has a large paid staff. And
yes, I am paid a salary. I am the CEO.
The difference between being a CEO
of a non-profit and a for-profit is nonprofit executives have no ownership
position. Non-profit are self-owned.”
“30% of our expenses are in salaries,”
Yates continues. “The industry standard
for similar non-profits is 35-55%.
Tampa’s Florida Aquarium spends
50% of their revenue in salaries. 70%
of our expenses involves caring for the
marine animals and public education.
Every dollar goes back into capital
improvements or operations.”
Five years ago, CMA was ranked in
the bottom 5% of all non-profits by
national non-profit monitoring
organization Charity Navigator. Now
they are in the top 1% nationwide.
The CMA though was built on its
extensive pool of volunteers. They park
cars, sell tickets, clean tanks, direct
visitors, run the gift store and operate
the tour boats. In total, between 900
and 1,000 volunteers are on staff.
When asked what they do at the CMA,
Yates explains, “We offer fun inspiring
education, but we are not SeaWorld or
even the Florida Aquarium. CMA, with
the help of Winter and Hope, has
become a phenomenon and a
worldwide inspiration to millions,” says
Yates with a smile. Every day they
receive hundreds of letters from people
inspired by the movie. People including
many Wounded Warriors come to see
Winter, the real life dolphin with no tail
because, “if she can do it, so can I.”
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HEALTHY, BEAUTIFUL SKIN:
Protect and Hydrate

by Kathy L. Anderson, DO, FAOCD
Many patients come to me with complaints
that their skin looks “old”, is “thin and
wrinkled” or “dry and itchy”. No one wants
to have “old” looking skin. So, what steps
can we take to achieve smooth, younger
looking skin that is soft and hydrated?
• Sun Protection: The ultraviolet rays not
only produce age spots and can cause skin cancer, but
prolonged sun exposure can dehydrate the skin which
accelerates aging and results in scaly, dry, ‘older’
appearing skin. We must protect our skin daily with broad
spectrum sunscreens and sun protective clothing.
• Water: Outside and inside the body!
- Outside: Oily moisturizers feel good on the skin, but
can, in fact, worsen the skin texture over time if you are
using a product that contains a high amount of mineral
oil. Use moisturizers that contain “ceramides”.
Ceramides are molecules that hold water in the cells of
the epidermis and are vital to the top layer of the skin.
These are lipids that hold the skin cells together and
retain water molecules in the skin, helping to maintain
moisture levels which will help prevent the skin from
getting thinner and drier.
- Inside: Our bodies are 75% water at birth. By age 40,
it’s more like 50% and as women age, our lack of
estrogen encourages more fluid loss and our kidneys
are less efficient. If we can drink ½ oz. of clean water
daily for every pound we weigh, our cells will be
hydrated, our skin will look better and we will feel better.
An extra perk is weight loss is easier to achieve with
increased water consumption!
Keeping our skin hydrated and protected from the sun with
good quality sunscreen and protective clothing will keep us
looking good and feeling good in many ways. Hydrate,
protect and enjoy the reward of better looking skin.

BOAT CLUB NEWS

The IRB Boat Club, is a FREE
organization…NOW IN ITS 6TH YEAR
and over 200 members strong! Their
primary goal is to have fun enjoying the
water and the great community we live in!
Their meetings are on the third Thursday of each
month at Jimmy Guana’s, Holiday Inn Harbourside, 401
2nd St./Indian Rocks Beach (6 pm Happy Hour/7 pm
Meeting). Meetings are not held during the summer, but
will resume September 18. It is open to residents,
non-residents and businesses.
INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY CLEANUP - Their Fall
Intracoastal Waterway Cleanup is September 13. During
the cleanup, volunteers will clean area waterways and
islands. If you can help, with or without a boat, call Bob
Griffin, 727.517.1997.
Upcoming Events
August 10: Three Rooker Island Party
August 30: GekoFest in Gulfport
The Boat Club is FREE and everyone is welcome to join in
the fun. See the complete list of Boat Club events at
IRBboatclub.com. For information, e-mail
BoatClub@IRBHOME.com.
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HISTORY OF UPCOMING HOLIDAYS
Labor Day - September 1, 2014

Labor Day, a national holiday, always on the first Monday
in September is a celebration of the American labor force.
First promoted by the Central Labor Union and the Knights
of Labor in 1882, the first Labor Day parade was held in
New York City. 32 states officially celebrated Labor Day
before it became an official U.S. holiday when President
Grover Cleveland signed the 1894 Pullman Strike
legislation making it a national holiday
A form of Labor Day is celebrated around the world on
May 1st and is synonymous with International Workers’
Day or May Day. That day marks the 1886 Haymarket
Affair in Chicago, where police shot and killed several
demonstrators fighting for an eight-hour workday. Over
the next several years, people across the globe began
demonstrating on May 1, and in many countries the day
became an official holiday. Government officials and
politicians realized that a holiday honoring workers was
necessary, but didn’t want it associated with the shooting.
Today, Labor Day is known for parades, festivals, speeches
and picnics. It is also considered the unofficial end of
summer (unless you live in Florida) and the beginning of
the school year. In high society, it once was considered the
last day of the year when it was fashionable to wear white
shoes, but that has changed.
Labor Day is considered an important retail sales
weekend. Some consider it one of their highest sales
revenue days of the year, second only to Black Friday, the
day after Thanksgiving.

Grandparents Day - September 7, 2014

Grandparents’ Day is a secular holiday celebrated in the
U.S. since 1978 and is slowly being recognized in other
countries. It is always the first Sunday in September
following Labor Day.
There are two theories of its person of origin. Some
consider it to have been proposed by Michael Goldgar in
the 1970s after visiting his aunt in a nursing home. Over
seven years, he spent $11,000 of his own money, making
17 trips to Washington DC to meet with legislators while
he lobbied to have the day officially recognized. At the
same time, West Virginia housewife Marian McQuade
made it her goal to educate the community about the
important contributions seniors have made throughout our
history.
August 3, 1978 the senate introduced a joint resolution
declaring the date in September as National
Grandparents’ Day. When President Jimmy Carter signed
it, McQuade received a personal phone call from the
White House.
The purpose of the day is “to honor grandparents, to give
grandparents an opportunity to show their love for their
children’s children, and to help children become aware of
the strength, information and guidance older people can
offer.” It also is an opportunity for grandchildren to show
their love and appreciation for their grandparents.
The official song of National Grandparents Day is “A Song
for Grandma And Grandpa” by Johnny Prill. The official
flower is the Forget-Me-Not, which ironically blooms in the
spring not in September.
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FROM THE DESK OF SHERIFF BOB GUALTIERI

September will mark one year since the Pinellas County
Sheriff’s Office took over Misdemeanor Probation from a
county contractor. We are only the second Sheriff’s Office in
Florida to supervise misdemeanor probationers. The unit’s
focus is to ensure that individuals who the courts place on
probation are properly supervised and they comply with the
court’s sanctions for their crimes. Members of the Unit also
guide offenders toward a law-abiding path to help ensure
they do not reoffend.
The Unit supervises individuals that are sentenced to either
Misdemeanor Probation or Pre-trial Diversion. The unit is a
post-trial liaison between the individuals sentenced and the
courts. Those sentenced to Misdemeanor Probation have
faced charges such as DUI, Shoplifting, Drug Possession
and Domestic Violence. Probation supervision costs an
offender approximately $55 a month, plus court costs. The
Unit not only pays for itself from offender fees, but this year
revenues will exceed expenses by about $400,000. Since
opening in September, Misdemeanor Probation has also
collected over $133,000 in victim restitution. The Unit is
proactive in monitoring offenders and assisting them so
they have the best possible opportunity to be successful in
their sentencing requirements.
The Unit has 12 full-time and 2 part-time Probation
Specialists, 2 Probation Supervisors, a Community Service
Coordinator and a Sergeant overseeing the unit. There are
also 3 Intake Clerks housed at the courthouse. The unit is
supervising over 2,400 people on Misdemeanor Probation
and over 400 individuals on Pre-Trial Diversion. Probation
Specialists juggle an average case load of 230 people.
Once a person is sentenced to probation, a risk assessment
is completed to evaluate a person’s risk to reoffend, the

appropriate supervision level and how often they will need
to report to their Specialist. Specialists meet with each
assigned person a minimum of once a month. However, a
few people are eligible to use mail-in reporting. This allows
individuals who live out of state to still complete their
sentencing requirements. An online based reporting system
has been developed and is being tested and evaluated.
When a person reports to their Specialist they complete a
monthly report which is then reviewed and discussed
between the Specialist and the offender. Items such as
change of address, employment, financial and arrest
information are updated as necessary. During their time
together, the Specialist will discuss any classes the individual
may need to complete, such as anger management,
shoplifting prevention or DUI School. The Community
Service Coordinator is available to provide areas and
locations that offenders may go to complete the community
service aspect of their sentencing.
Representatives from outside resources use the Misdemeanor
Probation offices to meet with clients, assist them with
finding employment and refer them to available services
within the community. A large classroom is also available
where providers can conduct classes. Also on the property,
offenders are able to submit random urinalysis at the
laboratory or pay their court fees and probation supervision
fees at the payment center.
Misdemeanor Probation is located at 14500 49th Street,
Suite 130 in Clearwater. They are housed near Video
Visitation on the opposite side of the building, facing the
Safe Harbor facility. Offenders may schedule appointments
with their Specialist Monday through Friday from 7 am to 5
pm and on Saturdays from 8 am to 12 pm.
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BE FLORIDIAN THIS SUMMER

Skip The Nitrogen on Your Lawn: Pump
Some Iron Instead

The partners of the Be Floridian fertilizer education
campaign remind Pinellas County residents that they can’t
apply nitrogen or phosphorous to lawn and landscape
plants from June 1-September 30.
During the summer ban, garden centers in our community
will offer a variety of “summer-safe” yard products that will
help keep yards, and our waterways, healthy throughout
our long, hot summer. Look for fertilizers with “0” as the
first two numbers on the label (as in 0-0-6). These do not
contain either nitrogen or phosphorous.
Summer rains don’t water fertilizer in, they wash it away -right into our ponds, bays, rivers and the Gulf of Mexico.
Too much fertilizer can cause algae blooms and fish kills,
spoiling the beautiful waterways that are our major source
of fun! Follow these Florida-friendly lawn care practices to
“protect our fun” this summer:
Pump some iron. - An application of iron, readily
available at most garden centers, will keep your lawn
green during the summer without excessive growth. Who
wants to mow every week anyway?
Micro-size It! - Apply micronutrients such as zinc and
manganese to keep your grass healthy.
Get Better Dirt - Mix in composted cow or chicken
manure, or your own home compost, to enrich your soil.
It’s like giving vitamins to your yard.
Pick better plants - Reduce the amount of turfgrass in
your yard and replace it with beds of groundcovers, shrubs
or flowers adapted to Florida’s hot, humid climate. Plant
them in the right place according to their sun and water
needs. They’ll need less water, fertilizer and chemicals
year-round, and you’ll have more time for boating, grilling
or just relaxing by the pool sipping umbrella drinks.
For more information on “Gardening Like A Floridian,”
visit www.BeFloridian.org.

ANNUAL FALL FASHION SHOW

SmARTly Dressed, the 37th annual fashion show benefiting
St. Petersburg’s Museum of Fine Arts, will be held in the
Palm Court of the historic Vinoy Hotel, 501 5th Avenue N.
Wednesday November 5th from 11am -1:30 pm. The
luncheon and runway show presents high fashion from
Neiman Marcus, preceded by a silent auction of leisure
and lifestyle treasures.
Tickets with priority seating are $175, and includes an
invitation to Dress Rehearsal, a private in-store event on
October 28th in Tampa’s Neiman Marcus. Dress Rehearsal
guests will depart for the exclusive shopping experience
from the Museum of Fine Arts.
During October, The Museum of Fine Arts, at 255 Beach
Drive NE, St. Petersburg, is offering a month of fashion
experiences. October 16th, 5:30-9:00 pm, the Museum
will host UNCHartED, a unique shopping experience with
renowned jewelry artisans and Jackie Walker, nationally
recognized wardrobing speaker will “De-Stress Your
Dress.” October 23, 5:30-9:00 pm, guests will experience
fine art, photography and fashion during 3 Worlds Collide.
Families are also included during the Museum’s Month of
Fashions, with Make & Take Saturdays on October 4th and
18th from 11 am to 2 pm. For ticket or sponsorship
information, visit www.fine-arts.org or call Allison Canfield
at 727-896-2667, x 221.
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COAST GUARD AUXILIARY CELEBRATED 75 YEARS IN JUNE

by Bob Griffin, Publisher
The US Coast Guard Auxiliary (USCG AUX) is not the
Coast Guard, but they act similarly. They perform many of
the same tasks and services, but as volunteers, they are
not paid for their time. Over 30,000 members volunteer
the U.S., with hundreds located here in Pinellas County,
including Clearwater Beach.
The USCG AUX, operating under the direction of the
Commandant of the United States Coast Guard and the
Department of Homeland Security, is the volunteer
component of the United States Coast Guard. It was
established by Congress June 23, 1939, as the Coast
Guard Reserve. Two years later, it was re-designated the
US Coast Guard Auxiliary. Its primarily role is to support
USCG missions, except when direct law enforcement or
military engagement are required.
Members are considered a civilian employee, but are not
paid a salary. They participate in activities at their own
discretion and may be reimbursed for some expenses. They are subject to the Uniform Code of Military Justice. A member
who owns a boat, aircraft or radio (amateur or marine band VHF) can donate its services for use by the Coast Guard.
Members of the USCG AUX wear a uniform intended for the situation and mission. It is identical to the USCG uniform
except the dress jackets and shoulder boards stripes and buttons are silver, rather than gold.
The basic requirements to become a member of the USCG AUX are: Be a US citizen, 17 or older with no criminal
background and have a willingness to participate in operations, prevention, public education or an interest in other nonmilitary roles and have a willingness to support the USCG and the AUX.
The USCG AUX’s primary mission is to provide free vessel safety checks, boater education and supplement USCG
operations. Auxiliarists are found on the waterways, in the air, in classrooms and on docks, performing marine awareness
patrols, safety patrols, vessel safety checks and public education. The USCG AUX assisted in post-hurricane assistance with
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Annually, members donate millions of hours to support USCG missions saving the USCG and
taxpayers over $200 million per year. Last year, our local AUX members and patrol boats performed 20 maritime assists,
helping 42 people and saving $ 66,000 in property that could have been otherwise lost.
For the USCG AUX purposes, the U.S. is divided into districts; we are District 7. Each district is divided into Flotillas.
Clearwater Beach is served by one of Florida’s oldest and largest, Flotilla 11-1. For over 60 years, the flotilla has operated
in Clearwater Beach, but has no real home of their own. Until recently, they taught classes in the Clearwater Police
Department building on the mainland, now their classroom is a room in the Cheek-Powell Pavilion at Morton Plant
Hospital. Their radio communications room operates from Calvary Episcopal Church in Indian Rocks Beach. They launch
their personal boats at the Seminole Boat Ramp and the
Belleair Causeway
Flotilla 11-1 is moving their operation to the north end of Sand
Key Park, next to the Clearwater Pass Bridge onto donated
land located in the center of their area of responsibility. After it
is constructed, the new building will be visible to boaters in
Clearwater Pass and will act as a billboard for promoting
boating safety and education.
They hoped to be moved in by July, but the funding is not
completely secured. This new headquarters requires $786,000
in funds and in-kind donations. Approximately $350,000 has
been provided by the City of Clearwater and Pinellas County
which includes a ten-year lease valued at $290,000.
They still need to raise $425,000 to build the building,
furnishing the interior, buy additional educational materials
and install their telecommunications (internet, telephone,
radios and antennas). They hope to have this done by 2015. If
you would like to donate, call Peter Palmieri at 727-584-2302.
Small donations of $100 or less can be made payable to the
Flotilla 11-1, and mailed to Deborah Mallory, Staff Officer,
2984 Fountainhead Drive, Largo, FL 33770.
When the new site is operational, it will help facilitate the “America’s Waterway Watch” program, an important part of
Homeland Security. It will also provide volunteers a place to temporarily moor their boats, to better support the USCG in
their recreational boating missions.
Flotilla 11-1 meets on the third Wednesday of each month. Their classes are on the second weekend of the month. The
two-day class is $35 and includes books and supplies. The next scheduled classes are July 12-13, and August 9-10.
For more information or to join the USCG Auxiliary, visit www.CGAUX.org and www.CGAuxClearwater.com.
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