




























BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

In an effort to enhance security and safety at the Pinellas
County Jail, this summer our office unveiled the new RAD
PRO SecurPass scanner. This full-body, digital, x-ray
scanning system,- which is now part of the booking
process at the jail,- serves as an additional security tool
to assist the Detention and Corrections staff in the
detection of contraband, such as weapons, narcotics and
other prohibited items that an inmate may attempt to
smuggle into the jail. 
In just the last 12 months, there were 158 separate
contraband incidents discovered at booking. Items found
in this process have included two firearms; six knives;
one bottle of mace; 130 drugs and drug paraphernalia
related items such as pills, powder, baggies, crack pipes,
syringes, rolling papers and lighters; 19 counterfeit bills
and a handcuff key. Contraband items are concealed in
just about every imaginable way: outer clothing,
undergarments, footwear, bags, purses, and boxes, body
cavities, inside casts and even in prosthetic devices.
Because the safety and well-being of our staff and
inmates is paramount, we feel strongly that the purchase
of this state of the art equipment at a cost of $215,000
has been well worth the investment. 
Multiple staff members have received comprehensive
training to become proficient in utilizing the system. Since
June 13, of this year, when the system went on-line at the
jail, every new inmate at the Pinellas County Jail has
been screened using SecurPass. In addition, any inmate
already within the facility is subject to a search with the

new system. Yet another benefit is that it can be used to
scan items, such as mattresses, where inmates may
attempt to conceal contraband.
The system is capable of detecting metals, pills, plastics,
drugs and other unusually shaped items that may be
concealed internally and externally on the inmate’s
person. At the same time the scan does not show
intimate details of the human anatomy or any facial
recognition. Furthermore, SecurPass is minimally
intrusive. It takes just 8 seconds for the system to perform
a scan with a 360-degree view; and only adds one
minute to the entire booking process. It is also safe, with
an extremely low radiation dose emission, taking 500
scans to equal the radiation dose of one chest x-ray. 
Once the scan is complete, the image is examined by a
detention deputy on a computer screen. It is important to
note that an image will be retained and stored as part of
an incident report only if contraband is detected. All
other images will be deleted from the system. 
The use of SecurPass does not eliminate or replace the
need to conduct other types of searches. Any findings
during searches may establish probable cause for
additional criminal charges. 
The Pinellas County Jail is a busy place with an average
of nearly 47,000 bookings per year, that’s about 128
bookings per day.  We are confident that SecurPass will
assist us in keeping the jail facility and everyone in it
secure; as we continue our effort to “lead the way for a
safer Pinellas.”

FROM THE DESK OF SHERIFF BOB GUALTIERI
SecurPass Scanner Unveiled at Pinellas County Jail




































