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HURRICANE ELENA ANd
tHE BEACHES of BELLEAIR
When people who lived in the area during Hurricane
Elena, remember the September, 1985 storm, they focus
on Indian Rocks Beach and the collapse of the big pier.
People seem to have forgotten Elena did just as much
damage to Belleair Beach’s homes and businesses.
On August 31st, Hurricane Elena, was a Category 3
storm with winds as high as 125 MPH. It never came
ashore, but stalled 80 miles off Pinellas’s coast for a full
day, raising tides and causing very rough surf. In the
middle of the night, public officials ordered a full
evacuation of Pinellas County and nearby areas, causing
over 300,000 residents to leave. The next morning, Elena
still a Category 3 storm, began to move, turned
northwest and came ashore in Biloxi, Mississippi. In
nearby Pensacola, they reported a 10 foot tidal surge.
The damage was caused by the abnormally high tides
and wave activity, instead of high winds, and was limited
to the coastal area. Officials later realized that the wider
the beach, the less damage that occurred. Clearwater,
with its wide beach, sustained minor damage, while the
middle two-thirds of the barrier island, Belleair through
the Redington Beaches, had a narrow beach and
sustained heavy storm damage. A large natural beach
and dune system absorbed the wave’s energy while

Gulf front Belleair Shores homes destroyed during the storm.
Photo courtesy of Indian Rocks Beach Historical Museum

House on Belleair Shores was badly damaged by high
water, which crashed over the seawall.
Photo courtesy of Indian Rocks Beach Historical Museum

protecting any buildings behind it.
In Belleair Beach, about 50% of the city’s bulkheads (the
seawalls on the beach) were substantially damaged
along shoreline. Severe damage was reported at The
Nautical Watch, The Sandbar, The Carriage House and
Ships Inn, the Serena del Sol, the Tortugas Condos, the
La Casa de los Caracoles, The Almenaro Condominiums
and four single family homes. The Chateau Motel and
the Aldea Condos lost their swimming pools.
Belleair Shores, to the south, was also heavily damaged.
2,150 feet of bulkheads were destroyed. In addition,
twelve buildings and three homes were substantially
damaged and six homes were destroyed. One swimming
pool was destroyed and two others had minor damage.
In all, even though this storm never made landfall here,
the county had 3 miles of bulkhead damaged or
destroyed, lost 43 homes while another 32 had minor
damage, had 3 condominium buildings destroyed and 3
with major damage, lost 1 motel while 5 more sustained
structural damage, and had 8 private pools either
damaged or destroyed. In addition, three area fishing
piers were destroyed and 3 others had structural
damage. In total, 103 structures were destroyed or
received major damage.
This storm was responsible for over $125 million in
damages (1985 dollars). Four deaths occurred during
the hurricane, but they were not directly related to the
actual storm. Normally, storm deaths are required before
a storm’s name is retired. Because the storm resulted in
such massive damage along the Gulf region, and Biloxi
in particular, it was retired. There will never be another
hurricane named “Elena”. It is the only name to have
been retired without causing any direct casualties
Story by Bob Griffin, Publisher
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Do you need another copy of this
newsletter. You may pick up
additional copies of this
newsletter at all City Halls, Surf &
Turf Market, most Banks and the
Belleair Food Mart. Need a lot
more? Call 517-1997.
This newsletter is printed every
other month and survives on local
advertising. Please support the
people advertising here. If you
are a Belleair resident you receive
a discount when you advertise.
We also offer advertising
discounts in our other issues,
Madeira Beach, Indian Rocks
Beach, Clearwater Beach and
Downtown St. Petersburg.
Call me for the next issue. For
more information, or to read our
other issues online, visit
BeachNewsletters.com
© 2010 Griffin Productions, Inc.

CItY NUMBERS

cITy of bEllEaIr blUffS
www.belleairbluffs.org
2747 Sunset Blvd City Hall: 584-2151
FIre DePt: 587-6714
SHerIFF: 582-6200
MAYOr - Chris Arbutine, Sr
COMMISSIONerS —
Jack Nazario - Vice Mayor • Suzy
Sofer • taylour Shimkus • Jack
Nazario • Joseph A. Barkley, III
cITy of bEllEaIr bEach
www.cityofbelleairbeach.com
444 Causeway Blvd City Hall: 595-4646
FIre DePt: 595-1117
POlICe: 595-4646
MAYOr - lynn rives
COMMISSIONerS — rob Baldwin Vice Mayor • Mitchell Krach • Stan
Sofer • David Dumville, Jr. • Kathy
Mortensen • leslie Notaro
TowN of bEllEaIr ShorE
www.belleairshore.com
1200 Gulf Blvd, Belleair Shore 593-9296
FIre DePt: 595-1117
POlICe DePt: 595-4646
MAYOr: John A. robertson
COMMISSIONerS — John e. Hayes, Jr.
robert e. Schmidt, Jr. • ray Piscitelli
richard D. Jordan
TowN of bEllEaIr
www.townofbelleair-fl.gov
901 Ponce de leon Blvd, Belleair 588-3769
FIre DePt: 588-8392
POlICe DePt: 588-3769
MAYOr - Gary H. Katica
COMMISSIONerS — Stephen r. Fowler
Deputy Mayor• tom Shelly• Michael
Wilkinson• Open
cITy of largo
www.largo.com
201 Highland Ave, largo Info: 587-6700
FIre DePt: 587-6714
POlICe: 586-7427
MAYOr - Patricia Gerard
COMMISSIONerS — Mary Gray Black
robert Murray • Curtis Holmes
Gigi Arntzen • Harriet K. Crozier
Woody Brown
bEllEaIr fINE arTS SocIETy 934-4304
frIENDS of ThE bIlTMorE
581-5171
bEllEaIr SENIor SocIal clUb 584-2165
clEarwaTEr SaIlINg
517-7776
bEllEaIr brIDgE groUp
669-5283

bEllEaIr arEa roTary clUb
Meets at Belleair Country Club every thur. for
lunch; ed Shaughnessy . . . . . . . 461-7171
bEllEaIr woMEN’S rEpUblIcaN clUb
Meets at Belleair Country Club. First Friday at
Noon Corrine Schlising . . . . . 596-5025
blUffS bUSINESS aSSocIaTIoN
Kim Bender, President . . . . . . . . 559-7881
TowN of bEllEaIr cIVIc aSSoc.
Sandy tuten, President . . . . . . . 581-7314
bEllEaIr yoUNg woMaN’S SocIETy
Nettie thomas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 585-5464
EMErgENcIES: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
ShErIff NoN-EMErgENcIES 582-6200
ShErIff DISpaTch . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
pINEllaS coUNTy INfo . . . . 464-3000
chaMbEr of coMMErcE
Gulf Beaches . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach . . . . . . . . 447-7600
largo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 584-2321
ElEcTrIcITy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
phoNE (residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
phoNE (Business) . . . . . . . 800-483-5000
waTEr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-4000
cablE (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020
------------------------------------------------coUNTy INforMaTIoN . . . . 464-3000
coMMISSIoN offIcES . . . . . 464-3377
Calvin Harris . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3360
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
STaTE:
Senator Dennis Jones . . . . 727-549-6411
republican, District 13
8940 Seminole Blvd, Seminole 33772
Jones.Dennis.web@flsenate.gov
representative Jim Frishe . 727-518-3902
republican, District 54
125 Indian rocks rd, Belleair Bluffs
Jim.Frishe@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Governor Charlie Crist
Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com
florIDa UNITED STaTES SENaTorS:
George lemieux . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.lemieux.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
arEa UNITED STaTES rEprESENTaTIVE:
rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/young

2010 CALENdAR of LoCAL EVENtS
AUgUSt
Property Tax Trim Notices Mailed 9
Bluff's Business Assn Mixer
12
Gracie’s Big Splash (Belleair)
13
Tax Free Week (Fri-Sun)
13-15
Public School Begins
24
SEPtEMBER
Labor Day
6
Bluff's Business Assn Mixer
9
American Sailing Assn Sailing Center 11-16
Indian Rocks Beach Poker Run
11
Household Chemical Cleanup - Largo 11
Grandparents Day
12
Bucs Opening Game against Cleveland12
Yom Kippur
17
Sand Key Triathlon
19
Beginning of Autumn
23
oCtoBER
Fire Prevention Month
Clearwater Offshore Racing Festival 1-3
Columbus Day / Holiday (Mon)
11

Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
14
Stone Crab Season Begins
15
Clearwater Jazz in Coachman Park14-17
October Fest Indian Rocks Beach
16
Coastal Clean Up Keep Pin Beautiful 16
Halloween Party / Belleair Civic Assn 23
Country Jubilee / Heritage Village
23
Johns Pass Seafood Fest
23-25
Halloween
31

NoVEMBER

Property Tax Bills Mailed
1
Turtle Nesting Season Ends
1
Taste of IRB
6
Garage Sale Belleair Beach
6
Daylight Savings Time Ends
7
Veteran’s Day
11
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
11
Iron Man / Clearwater Beach (Sat)
13
Antique Alley Antique Show
14
Carlise Classic Regatta
20-21
Thanksgiving (Thursday)
25
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Did You Know...
Photo by Bob Griffin

oSprEy faMIly
A pair of ospreys
were relocated
from the traffic
lights on the Indian
Rocks Bridge, to a
pole on the
northwest side of
the bridge, where
they had two
chicks, Rocky and
Bullwinkle. All four
have flown the
coup now, but they
can be seen searching for dinner over the Intracoastal
waterway. Plans are in the works to make a more
permanent box for their next nest, and possibly adding a
web-cam to the pole before next year.
___________________________________________________
chaMpIoNS The West Pinellas Little League Seniors
won their third straight District Championship Game this
year, beating East Lake 8 to 1. Matt Schafer and Tyler
Bates both hit home runs. Jody Gardiner and Brad Miller
were the winning pitchers. Congratulations!
_________________________________________________
MobIlE collEcTIoN EVENT The Largo Recycling
Collection Center, at 1551 Starkey Road will hold a
collection event September 11 from 9am to 2pm. Bring
your chemicals, leftover paint, fertilizer, fluorescent lights,
computer parts and more. See their web site for the
complete list - PinelllasCounty.org/ utilities. or call 4647500. The new facility at 2855 109th Ave. N. is open 7
days
a week and accepts these materials.
_________________________________________________

MEalS oN whEElS Volunteers are needed to deliver
meals to homebound residents through the Neighborly
Meals on Wheels program. Volunteers pick up meals
nearby locations and deliver them to residents in their
area. Call Pat Hazell at 573-9444 Ext 291.
_________________________________________________
MaIl carrIEr’S fooD DrIVE In May, thanks to the
local carriers, and the generosity of area residents,
5,000 pounds of food was collected during the recent
food drive and delivered to RCS and The Beach Food
Pantry. The month before, the Beach Food Pantry served
261 families (almost 500 people). The Food Pantry is in
Calvary Episcopal Church.
_________________________________________________
offShorE powErboaT racES rETUrN
Belleair Bluffs’ resident
Frank Chivas, owner of
Bay Star Restaurants
including Marlin
Darlin, is planning the
October 1-3 event. See
the boats up close in
Coachman Park on
Friday. There will be
two races on Sunday.
The smaller boats race
at 11am, and the
larger boats race at
Photo by Bob Griffin
1pm. The starting and
ending point is opposite the Sand Pearl Resort. The Pier
is a great place to see the south turn. For information
visit ClearwaterSuperBoat.com.
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and More...
NEw prINcIpal Gaye Lively
will be the new principal at
Anona Elementary on Indian
Rocks Road when the
children return this fall. Gaye
is a resident of Seminole and
comes to Anona from Bay
Point Elementary. She
replaces Marsha Jordan who
retired last spring.
__________________________
pokEr rUN bar crawl oN INDIaN rockS bEach
September 11, 12-8pm - Visit the participating bars and
restaurants, and receive a playing card. Make your best
poker hand at the end at the party at Crabby Bill’s
Loading Dock. For information or to register online, visit
IRBhome.com. - Cost, $5 in advance, $10 day of.
___________________________________________________
gUlf blVD bEaUTIfIcaTIoN coNfIrMED In June,
the County Commissioners confirmed the long awaited
$35 million beautification project. As soon as next year,
beach communities will begin receiving money to improve
their parts of Gulf Blvd by undergrounding utility lines,
adding pedestrian crosswalks, new signs and landscaping.
_________________________________________________
clEarwaTEr fUN fEST caNcEllED They hope to
return next year, but with the poor economy, no sponsor
and the possibility of oil on the beach, they canceled it..
_________________________________________________
DID yoU parTIcIpaTE IN ThE cENSUS? This year it is
estimated that it cost $110 to count each housing unit, up
from $69 per unit in 2000. Many people didn’t respond.
The average participation rate in the US and in Florida is
72%, but Belleair area was higher. Our area’s participation
was: Town of Belleair - 76%, Belleair Beach - 71%, Belleair
Bluffs -75%, Belleair Shores - 77%, Sand Key - 67%, Indian
Rocks Beach - 68%, Indian Shores - 55%, Clearwater
Beach - 54%, & Island Estates - 70%.
_________________________________________________
No NaME STorM Did you live here during March
1993’s No Name Storms? Did you have damage or do
you a story to tell? Email bob@griffindirectories.com or
call 517.1997. We are planning a future story.
_________________________________________________
callINg all phoNE bookS Summertime is phone
book time! Thousands will be delivered to residents’
doorsteps. Please recycle your old phone books instead
of trashing them. If you receive more phone books than
you need, or use online listings instead, you can stop
receiving
phone books at YellowPagesOptOut.org.
_________________________________
aNoNa wINNErS Elementary
students Team Captain, Kayla
McGee, Madison Dunning, David
Harlem and alternate, Brandon
McCoy won the Pinellas County 2010
Battle of the Books. Congratulations
to these scholars who read and
studied the fifteen required books
identified by the Sunshine State
Young Readers Award Program for
2009-2010 school year.
_________________________________
NEXT ISSUE IN ocTobEr This newsletter is printed six
times a year, and survives on advertisements. Please
support the advertisers. Read this issue, as well as our
other area issues, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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ThE oIl SpIll aND bEach
VacaTIoN accoMMoDaTIoNS

Visit Florida, the state’s tourism department, received
$28 million dollars from BP to promote our state’s clean
beaches, offsetting the financial damage the oil spill is
causing to Florida’s tourism industry.
The Pinellas Convention & Visitors Bureau applied for
and received $1.15 million in June, which doubled their
summer marketing budget. They are asking all local
accommodations to send copies of any Gulf oil spill
related cancellations.
This is an e-mail from a long time area vacationer: “We
were scheduled to visit the week before Labor Day. But
in light of the oil contamination, which is sure to hit that
part of Florida in the next few weeks, we have decided
not to come this year. It is very upsetting on all levels,
about the shear destruction of what this will do for years
to come to the gulf coast and now maybe the east
coast. On a personal level, I have never in 45 summers
not walked that beautiful white sand and swam in that
wonderful clear warm water. The thought of going
elsewhere, has no appeal to me. I am sure I am not the
only one.” (Melissa Lakey, May 5, 2010.)
How is the threat of the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico
affecting local Beach Accommodations? We asked them.
BELLEAIR BEACH RESORT
Macari Bishara, owner/manager
of the 43 room resort, says they
definitely have felt the effects of
the Gulf oil spill. “We have had
some on long-term rental
cancellations, mostly in the 2-3
week duration. People who
booked in advance (2 to 3
months) are canceling because the future is unknown,”
Bishara says. Many are Europeans who heard oil hit the
Florida coast. They do not know Pensacola is a long way
away. Many US citizens are misinformed, too. They think
the tar-balls are on our beaches. Bishara said, “Tourists
who fly here are the most concerned. Flights cannot be
canceled or change without a penalty. We have not
changed our cancellation policy, which requires a 3
week notice. I am very concerned about our winter
season. Labor Day week-end is only half-full. Normally,
it would be fully booked by now. We are getting more
next-day reservations. People call Thursday for the
weekend. People, who are already booked, are calling
to ask about the condition of the beach.”
THE BELLEAIR BEACH CLUB 75% of their cancellations
are out of the state visitors, but there have not been
many. May and June combined are down $10,000
over last year. They have not changed their cancellation
policy for their 40 room resort.
NAUTICAL WATCH Primarily a time share with 21
rooms, people own individual weeks. There have been
no cancellations, but many calls asking about the oil.
PLUMLEE REALTY They manage over 200 vacation
rentals. At the end of June, Plumlee had 20 confirmed
cancellations, resulting in 350 lost room nights, related
to the oil spill, which is approximately $66,000 in
revenue. Occupancy in June-July is normally 60%; they
are projected 40%. They changed their cancellation
policy from 45 days to 24 hours. “We expect to file a
class action lawsuit against BP, says Todd Plumlee. “All
the accommodations in Pinellas County may join in.”
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LoCAL oRgANIzAtIoNAL NEwS
bEllEaIr garDEN clUb meets at 903 Ponce de Leon
Blvd. in the Town of Belleair. Membership is $50 per
year. Call Barbara Chapman at 581-8929 for more
information. The August 4 and September 1 meetings
will be Pot Luck get togethers, starting at 11:30am.
Please bring a dish for 6. Guests are welcome. RSVP to
Judy Hanks at 595-7233. They will be making flower
crafts this summer.
bEllEaIr bEach laDIES lUNchEoN clUb Meets
the second Tuesday each month, Oct. to May. Their
season begins Oct. 12 at Bob Heilman’s Beachcomber
Restaurant. Membership, $15 a year, is open to area
residents, call Barbara Chapman 581-8929.
bEllEaIr brIDgE clUb plays twice a week in the City
Hall Auditorium. It is coordinated by the Belleair
Recreation Center. Call Betty Grandoff at 669- 5283.
bEllEaIr woMEN'S rEpUblIcaN clUb meets a
monthly for lunch at the Belleair Country Club 11:45am
and includes issue related speakers. Cost is $21 for
lunch. RSVP to Corrine Schlising at 724-3242. The
August 2nd and September 10th meetings will be
Candidates Forums with many area Republican
candidates invited to speak. Get information at
BelleairWomensRepublicanClub.com.
bEllEaIr yoUNg woMEN’S SocIETy Founded in
1979, their purpose is to promote friendship through
social activities. They are also involved in community
service. To join or get more information, call 461-9402.
bEllEaIr fINE arTS SocIETy Contact Lois
O'Donnell at 595-1349 or Joyce Muller at 595-6888.

bEllEaIr arEa roTary meets at 12:15pm, every
Thursday, in the Belleair Country Club. For more
information, call President Kelly Carter, 734-9890.
At the annual meeting in June,
Madonna Campion was presented
with the Rotarian of the Year award.
“Campion has participated in nearly
every social and fund raising event
since joining our club,” says Dr Bob
Bialas, Past President. “She worked
on the UPARC Christmas tree
decorating team, helped pack
Christmas gifts to the troops,
worked on the Wine and Tapas event, helped obtain the RI
grant to finance a Belleair Elementary School Reading
Program with Dictionaries each students. She helped our
club win the Literacy Award and the Presidential Citation
this year.” Ed Shaughnessy was also presented with the
“Employee of the Year” award as member and General
Manager of the Belleair Country Club.
The club presented a $500 check to Clearwater’s RCS
Food Bank, which they raised in a variety of ways,
including a dollar at a time collected at their meetings.
bEllEaIr SENIor SocIal clUb They have many
events planned this summer including concerts, shows,
day trips, breakfasts meetings and pot luck dinners. They
meet at 9am Tuesday mornings inside Panera Bread, for
coffee and socializing. They visit a different restaurant
each Sunday evening at 6pm. Membership is open to all
seniors over 60, in the greater Belleair area. Call Mary
Alice Tucker at 584-2165.
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largo’S aUgUST EVENTS

For more information visit LargoEvents.com
Now through Aug 20th - Itty Bitty Splashtime Mon, Wed, &
Fri, 9:45-10:45am, Highland Family Aquatic Center,
518-3018.
Every Tuesday and Thursday - Arthritis Foundation Aquatics
Program, 9:30-10:30 am, Highland Family Aquatic Ctr,
518-3018; Arthritis Foundation certified instructors.
Aug 3rd , 10th, 17th - Teen Tidalwave Tuesdays, 7:159:15pm, Highland Family Aquatic Ctr, 518-3018: Middle
& high school kids.
Aug 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th - Square Dances 7:30-9:45pm,
Largo Community Ctr, 518-3131; Admission is $5. No
alcohol permitted.
Aug 6th - ZOSO/The Ultimate Led Zeppelin Experience
8pm, Largo Cultural Ctr, 587-6793; Mesmerizing portrayal
of Led Zeppelin.
Aug 7th & 8th - Train Weekend, 10am-4pm, Largo
Central Park, 587-6775; Ride the miniature trains on the
first full weekend of every month.
Aug 7th & 14th - Aqua Yoga,10-11am, Highland Family
Aquatic Ctr, 518-3018; In waist to chest deep water. No
swimming required.
Aug 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th - Swing Dance Saturdays, 711pm, Largo Community Ctr, 518-3131; Cost $5 and
includes a lesson. No alcohol.
Aug 7th - UV - The U2 Tribute, 8pm. Largo Cultural Ctr,
587-6793; One of the most authentic U2 tribute bands on
the scene today.
Aug 7th - Teens in Motion, 7-9pm, Highland Recreation
Complex, 518-3016, Dance party for teens and young
adults with special needs.
Aug 13th - Sunset Sounds 7- 9pm, Ulmer Park, 587-6740

x 5014; Free music series second Friday each month.
Aug 13rd & 14th - Annie Junior, Summer Theatre Camp
Final Performance 11am, Largo Cultural Ctr, 587-6793;
Annie, the popular comic strip heroine, takes center stage
in one of the world's best-loved musicals.
Aug 14th - All Day Scrapbook Crop, 12- 8pm, Highland
Recreation Complex, 518-3016; bring photos & supplies.
Aug 14th & 21st - Free Tennis Clinics, 9 & 10am, Highland
Recreation Complex, 518-3016; $5 for non-card holders.
Pre-registration recommended.
Aug 19th - Community Center Luncheon and Show,
12 – 2pm, Largo Community Ctr, 518-3131; $10 and
includes a full meal and 1 hour show. Purchase tickets in
advance. There will be no tickets sold at the door.
Aug 20th - The Contours featuring Sylvester Potts, 8pm,
Largo Cultural Ctr, 587-6793; "Motown's #1 party
group" for more than 40 years.
Aug 21st - Southwest Community Garage Sale 8am–12pm,
Southwest Recreation Complex, 518-3125; Indoors! Space is
limited. Registration has begun.
Aug 21st - An Acoustic Evening Terry Sylvester & John
Ford Coley, 8pm, Largo Cultural Center, 587-6793.
Aug 26th - Silver Screen Classics, A History of the
Movies, 12pm, Largo Community Center, 518-3131.
Aug 21st - Back to School Golf Tournament, 2pm, Largo
Golf Course, 518-3024; Register by Aug 20th.
Aug 27th - Peace Frog (The Doors Tribute), 8pm, Largo
Cultural Center, 105 Central Park Drive, 587-6793;
Aug 28th - Highland Recreation Block Party, 12- 3pm,
Highland Recreation Complex, 518-3016.
Aug 28th - The Paul Cotton Band featuring Paul Cotton
from POCO with special guest Robbie Dupree 8pm,
Largo Cultural Center, 587-6793.
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oIl aND SaND
By State Representative Jim Frishe, District 54
We all have heard that Oil and Water
don’t mix. I would like to put forth that Oil
and Sand do not mix either. We, here in
Florida and particularly those of us in
beach communities, have been
challenged as never before regarding the
Deepwater Horizon oil rig explosion in the Gulf of
Mexico. Florida is possibly facing an economic and
environmental disaster.
I have long been an opponent to off shore drilling and
firmly believe that we have alternatives to solving our
dependence on oil. Many have felt we have the oil, let’s
use it and not rely on foreign oil to fuel our country. We
are now experiencing the results of such drilling and the
dangers our coastal communities are facing because of
this one oil “leak”. ( I think of it more as a “gusher”).
Florida’s beaches play a vital part in the prosperity of
the State of Florida. The beaches are also our first line
of defense in reducing damages due to storms and/or
hurricanes. We cannot logically provide funding for
beach re-nourishment and then turn around and drill for
oil right off the Coast of Florida.
I, along with Senator Jones, was instrumental in making
certain that the Florida Legislature allocated the needed
$3,816,624 for the Sand Key Beach Re-nourishment
Program, which along with the federal and local
allocations, provides the necessary funds to complete
this project. We also provided $339,600 for the Long
Key Beach (St. Pete Beach) Re-nourishment Program,
which will get this project underway. These are just two
of the beach re-nourishment projects for which the
legislature has allocated funding in the 2010-2011
budget. This shows how very vital we believe clean,
pristine beaches are to Floridians and our 65 billion
dollar tourism economy.
I urge us to all work together to keep our beaches and
all of our natural resources clean and free from oil as
they are meant to be.

local INVENTor TrIES To STop ThE oIl

Belleair Bluffs resident Peter Ferrara, age 89, had an idea he thought would stop the oil leaking
into the Gulf, but no one will listen to him. Before retiring, he worked for the Limited War
Laboratories and invented special equipment and weapons used in the Vietnam War. He has
seven patents, all licensed to the US Government.
In concept, his idea includes a bladder, shaped somewhat like a corndog, with a solid pipe
running up the middle. It would be inserted into the open pipe. The bladder, 20 to 50 feet in
length, would be filled with hydraulic fluid. It would be held in place by the extreme outward
pressure of the filled bladder.
He has sent letters and emails to both BP and Senator Bill Nelson. BP said, thanks but our guys
are working on other ideas. They told him “the idea can not be applied under the very
challenging and specific operating conditions we face.” Nelson’s office told him they would get back with him in 6 to
8 weeks.
Ferrara did not want money for his idea. He just wanted to see the oil leak stopped and to protect his Intracoastal
view from his living room.
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bEllEaIr rEc cENTEr NEwS
This summer has seen a record number of kids and
some stellar afternoon Specialty Camps. They had three
weeks of Art Camp, with new instructors, Andrea
Wilkinson and Becky Kirn, who did an amazing job.
They look forward to continuing the Art Classes
throughout the year.
AUGUST SPECIALTY CAMPS:
August 2-6 ~ All Sports Camp & For Girls Only Camp
August 9-8 ~ CSI Detective Science, American Girl
Camp & Belleair Hoop School
August 16-8 ~ Belleair Summer Camp, Claymation,
GCU Soccer Camp & Dance Camp
GRACIE’S SPLASH #4 is August 13 at 5:50 pm at the
Dimmitt Community Center. The entry fee is $10
includes a whole lot of fun, plus a Gracie bracelet and
Gracie Meal. Proceeds from this event help families with
children undergoing life threatening illnesses.
BASKETBALL Again this fall, the Belleair Rec. Department
will host the Seminole Junior Warhawks Basketball
League Aug. 14 to Nov. 7. Registration is open now.
FLAG FOOTBALL Registration forms are being accepted
now. Evaluations are on Sept. 1 for the Sept. 15 - Nov.
3 season.
DODGE BALL Registration opens September 1st. The
season is Nov. 9 - Dec. 14.
Call the Belleair Recreation Department for more
information at 518-3728 x1.

TUrTlE SEaSoN coNTINUES

Loggerhead turtle season began May 1st. That means
female turtles may appear on our beaches to lay their
eggs, at any time. The year’s first nest was found May
23rd on Sunset Beach in Treasure Island. By the middle
of July, 84 nests had been found. Who has the most?
Belleair Beach
4 Belleair Shores
12
Clearwater Beach 10 Sand Key Beach 5
Indian Rocks
9 Indian Shores
5

lITTlE lEagUE

Except for a few local kids who made the All Star teams
(9 -10 and 10-11), there is no Little League activity
during August, but registration starts in September. There
are 3 different Little Leagues serving the area. Belleair
Beach and Belleair Bluffs kids play in The West Pinellas
Little League and should call Mike Kelly at 735-4574.
Town of Belleair, is part of the Clearwater Little League,
and need to call 813-486-4430 for information. Largo
families should call 584-5505.

frEE back-To-School phySIcalS

The Community Health Centers of Pinellas County is
offering parents of school age children a Free Health
Care Fair. The next one is August 14 at the Community
Health Center in Clearwater, 1020 Lakeview Road, 8am
to Noon. It is first come, first serve and no appointments
are necessary. Physicians and nurses will offer free
school physicals and give each student a backpack,
while supply lasts. For information, call 824-8100.

VolUNTEErS NEEDED

Heritage Village, a county owned outdoor museum, off
Walsingham Road, is in need of volunteers to give tours
and answer phones. You do not have to have
experience; they will train you. To get involved, call 4643945 or visit the web site PinellasCounty.org/Volserv
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VolUNTEErS NEEDED for DEEpwaTEr
horIzoN oIl SpIll prEparaTIoN
There is no imminent threat of oil from the Deepwater
Horizon spill making landfall in Pinellas County. However,
volunteers are needed to prepare if there is a landfall. If
oil reaches the our coastline, it is expected to be highly
weathered in the form of tar balls or mats. Although
weathered material is not as toxic as fresh oil, it could still
affect birds and wildlife coming in contact with it. If oil or
tar balls wash up on area beaches, the materials would
be removed by trained contractors, not volunteers.
Local environmental organizations are seeking volunteers
for coastal watches, preventative beach cleanups and bird
monitoring. Also, local wildlife rehabilitation agencies are
requesting trained assistance and donations. Volunteers
are needed as follows:
• Coastline watchers: To report oil on the shoreline, call
(866) 448-5816, or dial #DEP from a cell phone. To
report oiled wildlife, call (866) 557-1401.
• Pre-oil landfall beach cleanup: Sign up online with Keep
Pinellas Beautiful at www.pinvol.org for a Special Beach
Cleanup. Volunteers who register will be contacted for a
beach cleanup event, if necessary, prior to oil making
landfall. For information, call 533-0402.
• Local bird survey: Assist Audubon with counting local
bird populations by using the eBird checklist at
www.ebird.org or call the Clearwater Audubon Society at
(727) 431-2856.
• Beach and wildlife monitoring: Volunteers can contact
Tampa Bay Watch at www.tampabaywatch.org or call
(727) 867-8166.
• Office work or seabird rehabilitation: Volunteers are

needed at the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary for tasks such
as feeding birds, which will free up trained staff for
emergency work. Also, veterinarians and wildlife
paraprofessionals are needed for an Emergency Call List.
Visit seabirdsanctuary.com, or call (727) 391-2473.
• Aquarium work: Volunteers are needed to assist the
Clearwater Marine Aquarium with daily duties. Training
classes and long-term weekly shifts are required.
Volunteers will not necessarily treat oiled wildlife directly,
as marine animal needs will be determined by federal
wildlife officials and facility staff. Visit seewinter.com or
call (727) 441-1790, ext. 230.
Donations:
• Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary is requesting donations of
items such as towels to treat oiled birds. Visit
www.seabirdsanctuary.com, or call (727) 391-2473 for a
current list of needed supplies.
• Clearwater Marine Aquarium has set up an Oil Spill
Emergency Fund. Donations can be made by calling the
aquarium at (727) 441-1790 or visiting
www.seewinter.com.
In terms of local preparations, after the 1993 Tampa Bay
Oil Spill, the U.S. Coast Guard drafted a detailed Area
Contingency Plan to prepare for a future oil spill in the
area. The plan has been recently updated by local
environmental officials and wildlife organizations. The
plan identifies environmentally sensitive areas in Pinellas
County (such as mangroves, estuaries, bird rookeries and
marshes) with specific strategies for protecting each area.
Floating booms would be deployed to protect passes and
inlets. However, booms are not efficient for beach areas
because they are difficult to secure in open water areas
due to wave action.

BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

lITTlE whEElEr playS
ball IN INDIaN rockS
Dan Wheeler, a pitcher for
the Tampa Bay Rays, has
a five year old son, Gabe,
who plays T-Ball in Indian
Rocks Beach.
Dan Wheeler, age 32, is
from Rhode Island and
also played little league
as a child, before playing
baseball in high school. In
1999, he was drafted into
Major League Baseball by the then-named Devil Rays.
Eventually, he was traded. He played for the NY Mets and
Houston Astros before being traded back to the Rays in
2007.
Shortly after coming to St. Petersburg the first time, he met
Stephanie Staats during a team function. Her father,
Dewayne Staats, was and still is the Ray’s TV game
announcer. Dan asked for her phone number, but was
sent back to AAA ball in
Durham, North Carolina, the
next day. When he returned
to the team, he promptly
called Stephanie for a date.
Today, they live in Belleair
Beach with their two sons,
Gabe 5 and Zack 2, and
another baby on the way.
Dan enjoys playing for the
Tampa Bay Rays. He says it is
fun, but it is a full-time job.
He has to focus on improving
his pitching to remain
competitive. He says the new ownership and coaching staff
are great and he enjoys working with them.
Gabe Wheeler, his oldest son, plays first base at
Campalong field in IRB. He plays T-ball, so the coaches do
the pitching. When he grows up, Gabe says he wants to
play baseball, just like his dad. He is very athletic, also
playing football, basketball, golf and tennis.
Gabe watches every Rays game, either on TV or in person.
He was attending Belleair Montessori Academy but now
attends the St Paul’s School in Clearwater. He says all his
friends know his father plays for the Rays. Now, with
school out for the summer, he tries to attend every game.
The Wheeler’s enjoy living in Belleair Beach. Their favorite
local restaurant is Island Way Grill. Dan’s wife Stephanie is
a full-time mom and active within the Rays Wife’s Group,
which sponsors many charity events.
We all hope Dan and the Rays take their team to the
World Series again in 2010.

rayS baSEball

Up coming popular home series:
Texas, August 15-18
Boston Red Sox, August 27-29
New York Yankees, September 13-15
MUSIC AND BASEBALL:
Aug 14: Train
Sept 18: Adam Lambert
Sept 25: Bret Michaels
See the complete promotion schedule at RayBaseball.com
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Business Briefs...
aNNIVErSary cElEbraTIoN HomeBanc was one of
the sponsors of the
American Army’s 235th
Anniversary Celebration.
This year’s featured
speaker was General
Ann Dunwoody, the first
female four-star general.
Many veterans, as well
as the Wounded
Warriors from our
current wars, attended.
“It was a great event to
get the citizens involved
in our military, and to thank our troops for their support,”
says Mike Alea, senior Vice President and Regional
Manager of HomeBanc in Belleair Bluffs. Pictured here is
Mike, with wife Stella and General Patreaus.
_________________________________________________
bEllEaIr bEE wINS awarDS In June, Tampa Bay
Newspapers, who owns the Belleair Bee, won 11
awards in the Florida Press Association’s 2009 Better
Weekly Newspaper Contest. In an addition to an award
for an article by Editor Alexandra Caldwell, the staff
won an award for their annual “Welcome Back”
section. Dan Smith, a local cartoonist, also won an
award for his editorial cartoons.
______________________________
bIlly ThE TrEE Robin Weber
recently opened a jewelry store at
2617 Jewel Road, behind the
Belleair Food Mart. Called Billy
The Tree, he sells watches, jewelry
and gifts. Products range from
$10 to $250 and are fine, quality
items. Call him at 581-1848.
______________________________
carlSoN wIlDwooD
florIST Though Carlson is not
new, they have a new location at 1488 ClearwaterLargo Road. Call them for Grandparents Day,
September 12, at 446-4610.
_________________________________________________
INcrEDIblE EDIblES is moving into the Bonefish
Plaza, just west of Maggie Mae’s Cafe. Owner Carol
Williams’ storefront is currently on Lakeview Road in
Clearwater. They hope to be open by late August
_________________________________________________
wE arE ThrEE yEarS olD! With this issue, the
Belleair Area Neighborhood Newsletter is 3 years old.
To celebrate, we are going to publish it more often.
Until now, this newsletter was quarterly. Now we will be
printing it every other month, or six times a year. The
next issue will be delivered to your home October 1st.
Thanks to our advertisers, each issue is FREE!
_________________________________________________
EMpTy STorES Have you noticed the empty stores in
the Bluffs Plaza? At last count, 6 of 15 stores are empty.
Some of the other merchants are barely hanging on. By
comparison, the Plaza 100 has 5 of 17 vacant. This is
a result of the economy not the location. Support your
nearby businesses. Shop Local.
_________________________________________________
MorE NEwS waNTED If you have news or
suggestions for this newsletter, let us know. Call us at
517-1997, or E-mail Bob@GriffinDirectories.com.
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More Business Briefs...

largo MarINa Largo Intracoastal Marina, on the
Intracoastal, has new owners. They recently remodeled
and added many
improvements
including new roofs
and siding on all their
buildings, a code
access gate system,
security cameras and
a new waiting area in
their show room.
Unlike other marinas,
when you use their
high-dry, your rate is determined by the length of your
boat from front to back and DOES NOT include the
engine. If you store your boat there, you will receive a10¢
per gallon discount on their ethanol free fuel. Their storage
rates include unlimited launching. They are located just a
quarter mile north of the Walsingham Bridge. Call 5953592
or visit www.LargoMarina.com.
_________________________________________________
ThE crySTal caVE A new health food store is
opening in Indian Rocks Beach, at 2300 Gulf Blvd, next
door to Sandy’s Restaurant. The owner, Lynn Wing, is a
Belleair Beach resident. The store will specialize in green
and organic products plus products that help in healing
and wellness. Her husband Jon, owns Thai Pan Alley,
next door. Call her at 557-5880.
_________________________________________________
lEJaN aNTIqUES Jan Spencer closed her store on
Indian Rocks Road North and reopened in The Antique
Mall operated by her husband Len. The Mall is located
next door to Jewel Restaurant.
_____________________________
bEllEaIr floorINg formerly
next to Marlin Darlin, moved to a
new location in Largo. They still
carry all types of granite and
flooring, and specialize in
bathroom remodels. Stop by and
see owners Joey & Nikki
Schnobrich, or call them at 5819099, which is the same number.
_____________________________
cloThES for kIDS This month, twenty-three area
schools will require students to wear uniforms. Many
families cannot afford them. Clothes-To-Kids (CTK) is
filling the void by accepting new and gently used
clothing, shoes and school uniforms for kids
Kindergarten - 12th grade. They also welcome cash
donations. Take your donations to 1059 N. Hercules
Avenue or call 441-5050. See ClothesToKids.org for
more details.
_________________________________________________
NEw fITNESS A new fitness center is moving into the
Bonefish Plaza, east of Belleair Jewelry.
_________________________________________________
hallES A new home decor and gift store is moving
into the spot where Magnolia’s was near Antique Alley.
They should be open by now
_________________________________________________
MoVED/oUT of bUSINESS:
Magnolia Antiques, 560 Indian Rocks Road (Moved)
Boyd Computer Solutions, 518 Indian Rocks Road
Dr. Gold Buyer, The Bluff’s Plaza, Next to Panera Bread
Donmels Tile, The Bluff’s Plaza, Near Cody’s

BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

Restaurant News
gUppy’S wINS In May,
Guppy’s was voted Best
Dinner and Best Overall
Restaurant by readers of
the Indian Rocks Beach
Neighborhood Newsletter’s
People’s Choice Contest.
Pictured here are Scott
Bebell, head chef and
partner and some of the
staff that helped win the award.
___________________________________________________
SUNcoaST cafE Suncoast Family Restaurant is moving
closer to Belleair Bluffs, but only by one block, from 1901
W. Bay Dr to 1921 W. Bay Dr. They are changing the
name to Suncoast Cafe, too. The new location should be
open
by now. Call them at 585-5459.
_________________________________________________
crabby baND Crabby Bill’s is helping the Seminole
High School band make the trip to New York for Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade, by hosting several “Spirit Days”
this year. They will donate 20% of your dining check to the
band, if you mention Seminole High School. The next
Crabby’s
Spirit Day is Sunday, August 15th.
_________________________________________________
TaSTE MoVINg, The Taste of Clearwater is moving. The
popular Taste will be held on the other side of Clearwater
in Ruth Eckerd Hall, on Thursday, September 23rd. The
times remain the same, 5 - 7:30pm.
___________________________________________________
ThE browN boXEr pUb & grIll is now open in
Clearwater Beach at 483 Mandalay Avenue, in the Pelican
Plaza’s old Outback Steak House location. They made lots
of changes, including large windows facing the street and
a walk-up bar. They have pool tables and TVs throughout.
Food, including seafood and steaks, is served until 2am.
___________________________________________________
brEwMaSTEr’S NaME chaNgE G. David has
changed the name of Indian Rocks Beach’s Brewmasters
Steakhouse Restaurant to Marker 34 Grill. With that
came
a full remodel and a completely new menu.
_________________________________________________
lEo’S ITalIaN rESTaUraNT This new pizza pub is on
Island Estates at 282 Windward Passage. They are open 7
days a week for lunch and dinner. Call 781-3456.
_________________________________________________
rocky’S oN walSINghaM Geo Pappas, on
Walsingham Rd., has been closed for awhile. Now Tony
Houvardas is reopening the restaurant as Rocky’s
Neighborhood Diner. They will serve breakfast, lunch
and dinner. The menu includes comfort foods, meaning
old fashioned home cooking. Look for it to open in Aug.
___________________________________________________
cloSED
FIVE FIVE ONE, in Clearwater Beach, opened in January
and has already closed. They were a casualty of the cold
winter and the bad economy.
BELLEAIR GRILL & WINE BAR, 1575 S. Ft Harrison, closed
July 1st. New owner Matt Camp was only there a year.
JORGES RESTAURANT at 800 Clearwater Largo Road.
MY PLACE, 213 Gulf Blvd. in Indian Rocks Beach closed in
July; a new owner will open there with a new name soon.
ROSE & CROWN, 12850 Walsingham Rd., Largo, after
20 years, they closed. The economy is to blame.
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Do you remember...
ThE oIl SpIll of 1993?

The oil disaster unfolding in the Gulf of Mexico is not the
first one to threaten Pinellas Beaches. On August 10,
1993, around 6 am, three ships collided in the Gulf, west
of the Skyway Bridge, leaving over 300,000 gallons of
heavy oil and 33,000 gallons of jet fuel in the water. One
ship caught fire and burned for 18 hours, adding a
complexity to the rescue efforts.
Fortunately for Pinellas, the winds and tides cooperated for
four days buy pushing the oil temporarily northwest of our
beaches. But that did not last. It did, however, give
planners and responders, time to prepare.
When the oil finally came ashore, the black goo landed on
a 13-mile stretch of our coastline. It resulted in oil on birds,
sea turtles, mangroves, salt marshes, sea grasses, mud
flats, oyster beds, bayside seawalls, miles of shoreline, and
our sandy recreational beaches. Some of the oil sank,
forming mats of submerged sediments in offshore
depressions, and in Boca Ciega Bay.
Unfortunately, this happened when the Sea Turtles were
ready to hatch. Luckily, only two sea turtles were reported
dead, but over 2,000 were threatened. Volunteers worked
around the clock to protect 96 threatened loggerhead
nests. Over 1,500 hatchlings were intercepted and
released at alternative sites. Two area nests were
discovered covered in oil for a short period.
366 birds were reported to be oiled, injured or killed in the
spill. Some died from ingestion and stress. Bulldozers
removed over 40,000 cubic yards of sand from public
beaches. Many St. Pete Beach hotels had to replace their
carpeting when people left oily footprints in their lobbies
Oddly enough, the Tampa Bay area had just finalized the
region’s first Area Spill Contingency Plan (ACP) a month
before, spelling out response protocols, equipment and
personnel, while identifying natural resources and public
areas needing protection. “We were better prepared than
we thought, and we did a pretty darn good job
responding,” said Chris Rossbach, an environmental
manager with the DEP, Bureau of Emergency response.

ochS 4-h garDEN clUb

If you are looking for a children’s
program that is educational,
teaches how to garden, promotes
a healthy lifestyle and is fun, sign
up for the Ochs 4-H Garden
Club. The program is open to
children 5 through 18 (as of
September 1, 2010). The garden
is located at 14644 113th Avenue
North in Largo.
While the garden may seem quiet
during the summer, it is filled with memories of the past
gardening season and its bountiful harvest of beans,
cucumbers, squash, strawberries, and potatoes.
The cost to join 4-H is $15 a year, per child, and
includes the 4-H project book and group accident
insurance. There is an additional cost of $10 per plot.
All vegetable plants, seeds, fertilizer and supplies your
child needs to grow a vegetable garden are provided.
You must pre-register by contacting Jean Rogalsky at
jrogalsk@pinellascounty.org or 727-582-2597. Plots are
limited and this program is very popular.
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aNoNa prINcIpal MarSha
JorDaN rETIrED JUNE 30
For the past five years, Marsha Jordan was principal of
Anona Elementary School, located in Largo on Indian
Rocks Road. Ms. Jordan was employed by the Pinellas
County School System (PCSS) for 38 years. She has
been a teacher, a curriculum resource teacher, an
assistant principal and the principal of two elementary
schools. She lives nearby in Belleair.
Marsha was born in the now extinct town of Rabbittown,
Georgia, near Gainesville, Georgia and moved to
Gulfport as a preteen. She attended Disston Junior
High, Boca Ciega High School, St. Pete Junior College
and USF Bayboro Campus. Marsha taught at Bardmoor
Elementary, served as a Title I Curriculum Resource
Teacher at Palmetto, North Ward Clearwater, Skycrest,
Child's Park Fundamental, Lakeview Fundamental, and
Mt. Vernon before her promotion to assistant principal
at Skyview. She was the principal of Gulf Beaches
Elementary in St. Pete Beach for over 13 years before
joining the Anona Elementary family.
Marsha enjoyed being able to work in such a classic old
school It dates back to 1895 and began as a one room
school house. Anona has 340 students and
approximately 25 teachers. It also serves a very special
population of autistic students in grades PreK-5.
"I like Anona because it is a small, community
supported school," Jordan says. "It is 'family friendly'.
The children at Anona are well mannered, bright, and
enjoyable. The parents are supportive and the teachers
are a talented cadre."
Kids at Anona come from a zone that includes Indian
Rocks Beach to the west, Walsingham to the south and
portions of Harbor Bluffs to the north.
Marsha remarked, "It has been an absolute pleasure
working for the Pinellas County School System. I have
been with them since I was a student in junior high."
What does she plan to do now? Clean house, travel,
visit Civil War sites, exercise, and read. She plans to
read a lot! "I might even get back to teaching part time
after a year off," she said, "I can't see myself just sitting
around doing nothing."
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ThaNk yoU for ThE hoNor

By Stephanie Oddo, Previous Commissioner, Town of Belleair
Belleair is one of the most unique
communities I have lived in or
visited. It is a small bedroom
community nestled along Clearwater
Harbor – quiet, peaceful and safe. It
is a wonderful facility for the
children, a fantastic Country Club
with 2 golf courses and an old
historic hotel. When they asked me
to write a good-bye letter, I thought
why would I waste an opportunity to
make one more impression? So here goes.
It has been with great honor that I have represented the
people of Belleair in Town government over the last 3
years. Of course, I thought I would serve longer, but life
is taking me in a different turn that somewhat surprised
me. The adventure of getting elected and reelected to the
Town Commission fits right into the spirit that accepts a
move to another part of the country. I love change. In
fact, in my Leadership Pinellas class we were asked to
take personality tests and in a class of 40 members,
myself and one other individual were singled out as the
“change agents.” I thought, well, those results seem right!
So why does the change agent take this change hard?
Because I had plans, because people depended on me,
or was it because I was comfortable where I was? Am I
scared of what I do not know, of what my future will
bring?
It is this same struggle that I have seen in other people

resisting change – they like where they are or they are
afraid of disruption. We all believe in progress, yet we all
resist it. We all fear what we do not know. Convincing the
masses that change is good seems to be the central
struggle of the elected official. Most elected officials get a
serious look into the practice of “going against the
grain.” Those that choose to do so will continue to try
new things because they have the experience of seeing
what seemed impossible turn possible. For me, that
attitude is the American Spirit encapsulated.
If more people stood up and challenged the status quo,
there would be better public policy. This doesn’t mean
start your own tea party and rise up in protest – it means
come to town and county public meetings, organize a
petition, join a city or county board, or just write a letter.
Take action – productive action. The more participation
there is in government, the better government functions.
Speak at a town meeting, no matter how scary it seems –
I did and look what happened to me!
And that is why I must go – my husband’s recent job
change is forcing me to believe in what I do not see. It’s
pushing me away from what I told him was “the best
thing that ever happened to me” and pulling me to the
unknown. It is that same push/pull feeling that you feel
when someone asks you to change. I challenge you to
get uncomfortable. I challenge you to think differently the
next time one of your elected officials has an “idea.” I
challenge you to get involved. Before fear determines
your fate -- please take a deep breath and listen or ask
“how can I help?” Perhaps if you are a little adventurous
it could be the best thing that ever happened to you, like
it was for me and could be again.
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hUrrIcaNE SEaSoN
brINgS chaNgES
by Commission Chair Karen Williams Seel
It may be the last thing on the minds of
many beach residents, but the 2010
Atlantic Hurricane Season is here.
Forecasters around the country are
calling for a more active season than last
year, which will certainly have us
watching the forecasts more carefully.
Even though the high wind, storm surge and heavy rains
of hurricanes won’t be different, there will be a few
notable changes this season.
First, the hurricane watch and warning times issued by
the National Hurricane Center are increasing beginning
this year. Now, a hurricane watch will be issued 48 hours
in advance of the arrival of tropical storm force winds
and a warning will be issued 36 hours in advance. The
extra 12 hours will provide additional time to prepare for
residents in low-lying areas, but shelters may not open
immediately following warning being issued. Please check
news reports or visit Pinellas County Emergency
Management’s website pinellascounty.org/emergency for
the latest information.
A number of changes also have been made to the
evacuation map. More accurate data and faster
computers have improved the storm surge models used
by the National Hurricane Center. All residents who live

on the beaches in Pinellas will still have to move away
from the water during all mandatory evacuation orders,
and it’s also a good idea to check to see if your
evacuation destination may have changed evacuation
levels. Again, you can check the Pinellas County
Emergency Management website to determine your
evacuation level.
Note that the evacuation level colors for the maps have
changed. For example, beach areas are no longer
purple. Those areas are now red. This was done to make
the evacuation maps more closely resemble other colorcoded scales such as the homeland security level.
What hasn’t changed for the 2010 season is the
importance of being ready for the worst that nature can
bring us. The last time Pinellas County took a direct
hurricane landfall was in October 1921. Very few
structures remain from that time, and those built since
have not yet experienced the full fury of a hurricane.
Storm surge also remains a killer, and the only safe place
to be when the water rises is away from low-lying areas.
The key to survival is to plan now. Develop an evacuation
plan for yourself and your family – including your pets.
Bring important papers and a supply of medications,
nonperishable food and water. Know where you will go
should an evacuation order be given.
When it comes to hurricanes, preparing for the storm is
everyone’s responsibility. The steps you take now may
save your life later.
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froM ThE DESk of ShErIff JIM coaTS
Crime information is now available to Pinellas County
citizens from the comfort of home.
With a few strokes of the keyboard, you can access the
‘Crime Viewer’ website, a mapping program designed to
give you quick and easy access to information about crime
in your community anytime of the day or night.
‘Crime Viewer’ was developed and created through a
cooperative effort between the Sheriff’s Office Information
Systems and Analysis Unit and Pinellas County
Government’s Business Technology Services (BTS). The
website can be accessed at pinellascounty.org/crimeviewer.
At the site, just enter an address and a mapping report will
be generated based on proximity to the location you have
entered. The map will pinpoint the crimes in the specified
area. A series of icons will pop up on the screen that will
provide you a snapshot of the criminal activity that has
taken place around the selected location.
The information will allow you to see what types of crimes
are most prevalent in the area and perhaps even allow you
to spot trends. If you are interested in buying property or
moving into a neighborhood, this snapshot of information
may help guide you in the decision making process.
In another example, if you are a member of a
Neighborhood Watch group or community association, you
may wish to use the information to keep other residents
informed of criminal activity in your area and to take the
necessary steps to prevent crime.
Beyond searches by address, the user friendly site will also
allow queries by date of offenses or by a specific type of

offense, giving you greater control and flexibility on the
information you wish to obtain. Reported offenses include:
burglary, assault, theft and drug possession and others.
The Sheriff’s Office and various police departments have
partnered to contribute data for the new mapping program,
which is powered by Pinellas County’s GIS database.
The Sheriff’s Office contributes data for unincorporated
areas and its contract cities including: Belleair Beach,
Belleair Bluffs, Belleair Shore, Dunedin, Indian Rocks,
Madeira Beach, North Redington Beach, Oldsmar,
Redington Beach, Safety Harbor, Seminole, South Pasadena
The Sheriff’s Office also provides data for the police
departments of Belleair and Clearwater.
Additional data contributors include the Police Departments
of Gulfport, Indian Shores, Largo, Pinellas Park, St.
Petersburg , Tarpon Springs and Treasure Island.
Another feature is the ‘Crime Viewer’ is linked to the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement’s sex offender database,
allowing you to view sex offenders’ photos and addresses.
In order to maximize usability, ‘Crime Viewer’ also works on
mobile devices. Work is already underway on the next
phase of ‘Crime Viewer,’ to add on notifications and alerts
to mobile devices and e-mail accounts.
‘Crime Viewer’ information is updated every 48 hours and
the application will allow you to research up to one year of
criminal activity to date.
The Sheriff’s Office is extremely proud of this cooperative
effort. We invite you to visit the ‘Crime Viewer’ website,
which we think will be an extremely useful tool in helping to
keep you informed and safe.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT RATING The Largo Fire Department,
recently received a 2 rating by the Insurance Services
Office, an independent rating service. They rate over
48,000 fire departments nationwide, and only 1% get a 2
rating. Historically, Largo had been rated 3. Because of
the higher rating, commercial and residential structures in
Largo and Belleair Bluffs should see reduced fire insurance
costs. The new rating takes place October 1st.
MORE BUDGER PROBLEMS City Clerk Debra Sullivan,
who also serves as the Finance Director, warned city
officials there will be another major reduction in revenue
resulting in difficult budget cuts. She anticipated fiscal year
2011 revenues will be down $140,000 . Preliminary cuts,
ranging from 2.4 to 9%, are being proposed for each
department. Estimates are projecting a $253,00 shortfall.
“the city is in good financial shape,” Sullivan said. “We
have more in emergency-type funds than many cities do.”
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ODDO RESIGNS In June,
Commissioner Stephanie Oddo
announced her resignation. Her
husband accepted a job in California.
Oddo was first elected in 2007 then reelected in 2009. The Commission voted
to replace her with Michael Wilkinson,
who with his wife and three children,
New Commissioner,
moved to Belleair in 1994. He served
Michael Wilkinson
on the city’s Finance and Recreation
Boards plus the West Pinellas Little League Board. He is
the past president of the Belleair Civic Association and
coaches the new Belleair Bolts tackle football team.
IRWIN RESIGNS TOO Newly elected Patricia Irwin has
announced her resignation effective July 20th. In March,
Irwin was elected to her first term. She has accepted an
opportunity as a partner in an online counseling practice
assisting teens and people in transition. Irwin says. “I did
not expect this new opportunity and will not have time to
deal with the important matters in our community.”
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NEW PROPERTY MAINTENANCE RULES WORKING The
new law requiring owners to cleanup unkept property is
working. All three properties with outstanding complaints
have been corrected. 1650 Gulf Blvd. has been cleaned.
1700 Gulf Blvd. was demolished and the area cleared,
and all the garbage is gone from the vacant lot. Now
attention is turning to cleaning up the beach accesses.
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DOGS will be allowed in most of the city parks, but not the
playground areas. The problem at the Morgan Street and
Bayside Parks is people not picking up after their pets. The
City Council discussed the problem and decided to add a
dog waste bag station at the Bayside Park.
TENNIS LESSONS Tennis Pro Jim Rudolph offers lessons
behind City Hall on Mondays and Wednesdays 6-8pm,
and Sundays 3-5pm. You do not have to live in Belleair
Beach to participate. Call 458-6727 for information.
NEW PARKING METER STATION The Council approved
installation of a solar powered parking meter station inside
the Morgan Street park. It cost $10,600.
SAVE THE DATE The citywide Garage Sale is November 6.

