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Largo High School
Graduating Class of 2014

Original Largo High - 1914

LARGO SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

100 YEARS OF EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY

In October of 1914, the modern new Largo Senior High
School opened its doors to new opportunities and horizons
for those living in Largo and surrounding communities. The
school has experienced two world wars, the great hurricane
of 1921 and the tens of thousands of students who passed
through those famous front doors.
Prior to the 1914 High School being built, students from the
Largo area provided their own transportation to Clearwater
High or St. Petersburg High. A few students attended private
schools in Tampa. In 1874, Anona School was the first
public school to open in the greater Largo area. That
school, built on Indian Rocks Road, provided classes for
grades 1 – 8. Then Anona School, as well as all public
schools, were part of the Hillsborough County School
Board. Prior to the railroad arriving in 1888, most of what
would become Largo was in the Anona area. In 1890,
Largo School #1 opened on land that is the present day
Ulmer Park on West Bay Drive. Several other grade schools
opened before Largo High opened in 1914.
In 1914, students from all of mid-Pinellas County attended
the new Largo High.
1915
No new high schools
open in mid-Pinellas
until Seminole High
opened the fall of
1962.
The school’s opening
was actually late,
after the 1914
school year had
already begun.

School
Board
funding had
run out
forcing local
business
leaders to
“contribute” financial help to insure the school could come
on line. In late October of 1914, students were welcomed
to the wonderful new school. The 1914 school had
numerous classrooms, a separate library and a large
auditorium. In addition, a 20 acre farm was located om the
school property to teach the latest in agricultural sciences.
By 1918, enrollment at the school reached 240 students. By
1924, a second building was needed as population
continued increasing. The new building, built facing 2nd
Avene, would eventually become Largo High School; the
original building would become Largo Elementary School.
The hard times of the 1930s depression era, followed by
World War II allowed for little new construction on the
school campus. During WWII, teachers from Largo High
often visited local Army Training Centers located at the
Fairgrounds and the airfield east of town. After the war
Largo, like most of Pinellas County, started growing rapidly.
In 1952, the modern new Mildred Helms Elementary
School opened, shifting primary grades 1 – 6 to that
school. Largo Junior High occupied the original 1914
school building, while grades 10 – 12 used the 1924
building. During this time, the baseball field was located
west of the Junior High; the football field was located on
East Bay Drive where the Hampton Inn Hotel is today. A
side note here, in I949 the Pinellas County School Board
decided to close Largo and Tarpon Springs High Schools
and bus the students to the new Clearwater High being
built on Gulf to Bay Blvd., in Clearwater. One local
newspaper had a headline at the time, “WAR BETWEEN
LARGO AND THE SCHOOL BOARD.” It didn’t take the
School Board long to change that decision.

...continued inside
Story by Charlie Harper, Largo Historical Society
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Banks and the Belleair Food Mart.
Need a lot more? Call 517-1997.

This newsletter is printed every
other month and survives on
local advertising. Please support
the people advertising here. If
you are a Belleair resident you
receive a discount when you
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Indian Rocks Beach, Clearwater
Beach and Downtown St.
Petersburg.
Call for the next issue. For more
information, or to read our other
issues online, visit
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SEE YOU AGAIN
IN JUNE!
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CITY NUMBERS

CITY OF BELLEAIR BLUFFS
www.belleairbluffs.org
2747 Sunset Blvd City Hall: 584-2151
FIRE DEPT: 587-6714
SHERIFF: 582-6200
MAYOR - Chris Arbutine, Sr
COMMISSIONERS —
Taylour Shimkus - Vice Mayor
Suzy Sofer • Jack Nazario
Joseph A. Barkley, III
CITY OF BELLEAIR BEACH
www.cityofbelleairbeach.com
444 Causeway Blvd City Hall: 595-4646
FIRE DEPT: 595-1117
POLICE: 595-4646
MAYOR - Rob Baldwin
COMMISSIONERS —
Leslie Notaro - Vice Mayor • Wanda
Schwerer • Jeril Cohen • Mitchell Krach
David Dumville, Jr. • John Pietrowski
TOWN OF BELLEAIR SHORE
www.belleairshore.com
1200 Gulf Blvd, Belleair Shore 593-9296
FIRE DEPT: 595-1117
POLICE DEPT: 595-4646
MAYOR: John A. Robertson
COMMISSIONERS — Deborah Roseman
Robert E. Schmidt, Jr. • Ray Piscitelli
Richard D. Jordan
TOWN OF BELLEAIR
www.townofbelleair.com
901 Ponce de Leon Blvd, Belleair 588-3769
FIRE DEPT: 588-8392
POLICE DEPT: 588-3769
MAYOR - Gary H. Katica
COMMISSIONERS — Stephen R. Fowler
Deputy Mayor• Tom Shelly
Michael Wilkinson• Kevin Piccarreto
CITY OF LARGO
www.Largo.com
201 Highland Ave, Largo Info: 587-6700
FIRE DEPT: 587-6714
POLICE: 586-7427
MAYOR - Patricia Gerard
VICE MAYOR - Woody Brown
COMMISSIONERS — Micheal Smith
Robert Murray • Curtis Holmes
James Robinson • Harriet K. Crozier
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
PINELLAS COUNTY INFO . . . . 464-3000
ELECTRICITY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
PHONE (Residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
CABLE (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020

BELLEAIR FINE ARTS SOCIETY 934-4304
BELLEAIR SOCIAL CLUB . . . . . . 585-9633
BELLEAIR BRIDGE GROUP. . . 669-5283
BELLEAIR ROTARY CLUB
Meets at Belleair Country Club every Thur. for
lunch; Charles Holloway . . . . . . 709-7613
BELLEAIR WOMENS REPUBLICAN CLUB
Meets at Belleair Country Club. First Friday at
Noon Sherrie Morton . . . . . . . . 581-8313
BELLEAIR YOUNG WOMAN’S SOCIETY
Barb Hoskinson, President. . . . . 586-2286
BELLEAIR BEACH ISLAND GARDEN CLUB
Lois O’Donnell . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-1349
BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
Barb Chapman . . . . . . . . . . . . . 581-8929
BELLEAIR BEACH LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB
Carolyn Bookout . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-9262
BLUFFS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Bonnie Trembulak . . . . . . . . . . 686-8797
FRIENDS OF THE BILTMORE. . 581-5171
TOWN OF BELLEAIR CIVIC ASSOC.
Roz White, President . . . . . . . . . 462-2674
CLEARWATER SAILING . . . . . 517-7776
------------------------------------------------COUNTY INFORMATION . . . . 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES . . . . . 464-3377
Norm Roche . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3360
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
STATE:
Senator Jack Latvala . . . . . 727-545-9566
Republican, District 20
26133 US Hwy19 N. Ste 201, Clearwater
Latvala.Jack.web@flsenate.gov
Senator Jeff Brandes . . . . . 727-552-2573
Republican, District 22
3637 Fourth St. N., Suite 101 St. Petersburg
Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern 727-545-6421
Republican, District 66
5511 Park Street N. St. Petersburg
larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
David Jolly . . . . . . . . . . . . 727-386-9204
TBD
www.jolly.house.gov

CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS

APRIL
April Fool’s Day
1
Guppy’s 5K Sunset Run
4
Beauty and the Beach Indian Rocks
5
PawFest Largo Central Park
5
Beauty and The Beach Indian Rocks 5
Sunday Concert Series Belleair Rec
6
Mad Hatter’s Tea Belleair Garden Club 9
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
10
Easter Egg Hunt McGough Park
12
City Garage Sale, Indian Rocks 12-13
Federal Income Taxes Due
15
Good Friday
18
Spring Fest Arbor Day Celebration 19
Easter Sunday
20
Earth Day 2014
22
Public Schools Closed
23
Arbor Day
25
Biggest Beach Party Ever
26
Turtle Trot Run McGough Park
26

MAY
Loggerhead Turtle Season Begins
1
Belleair Rec Family Golf Tournament 3
Taste of the Bluffs
3
Belleair Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
8
Postal Workers / Food Drive
10
Mother’s Day
11
Stone Crab Season Ends
15
Viva Florida Heritage Village
17
Safe Boating Week
17-25
Memorial Day
26
Public Schools Closed
26
JUNE
Hurricane Season Begins
1
Public School Ends
4
Summer Camps Begin
9
Belleair Bluffs Business Assn Mixer
12
Flag Day
14
Heritage Village Antique Appraisal Fair14
Father’s Day
15
Summer Begins
21
Morton Plant Mease Sand Key Triathlon 22
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Did You Know...
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FOOD DRIVE May
10th is the annual
Letter Carrier’s Food
Drive Day. They ask
everyone to leave
sealed nonperishable food by
your mailbox for
your local mailperson to collect. All
the food collected in
Belleair Beach goes
directly to the Beaches Food Pantry in Indian Rocks
Beach. Food collected in Belleair and Belleair Bluffs is
sent to Clearwater’s RCS. Those organizations distribute
it to their waiting membership. This food drive is a
national event. Last year, our region collected the more
food than any other region in the US. Publix, ValPak and
AARP for helping to sponsor the drive and are paying for
some of the promotions. Look for a flyer and a plastic
bag
in your mailbox that week.
___________________________________________________

BIGGEST BEACH PARTY EVER April 26th the Indian
Rocks Beach Homeowners will once again be hosting
their annual bash on the beach in Indian Rocks Beach. If
you've attended this Century 21 Beggins sponsored event
in the past, you know what a great time it is! This year,
they are planning three local bands with non-stop music
from 4-10pm with The Surfin’ Raccoons headlining. At
the Crabby Bill's beer truck again this year, they will be
serving Miller Lite! They have expanded food vendors, a
wine tent sponsored by the new 18 On The Rocks and
FREE admission. A Stand-Up Paddleboard, donated by
Watersports West will be raffled at the end of the night.
Expect
a great party, as always!
___________________________________________________
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Volunteers are painting the
outside of Shepherd’s Village apartment building on April
5th. Home Depot and Glidden Paint have donated the
paint.
If you would like to help paint, call 216-1402 x 508.
_________________________________________________
WATERWAY CLEANUP During the annual Keep Pinellas
Beautiful event, members of the IRB Boat Club showed up
with their boats, to clean up our Intracoastal Waterway.
Over a dozen people, including Indian Rocks City
Manager Gregg Mims and Organizer / President, Bob
Griffin, gathered at the 15th Avenue Boat ramp before
hitting the water to scour the coastline and islands near
Indian Rocks Beach.

and More...
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PARTY WITH THE BIRDS
The managers at McGough
Nature Park have a new
idea for birthday parties in
their park. In lieu of a $50
fee to hold a party at the
park, you and your guests
can make a donation
directly to the park into the
fund that maintains their
birds. The program, called
Natural Gift Birthday Party,
waives the $50 fee for
parties. If donations exceed
$80, you can have a “Wild
Bird Party,” and a park bird handler will bring birds to
join the celebration. It the party raises over $250, the
child will be invited to return to the park to spend more
time with the bird of their choice. Their Bird of Prey
program houses six rescued birds, five owls and a hawk.
The birds’ food cost the city of Largo about $300 per
month.
To host a party, call the park at 518-3047.
___________________________________________________

MOVIE PRESENTATION The Junior League of
Clearwater-Dunedin is offering a FREE screening of the
movie MISS REPRESENTATION at the Capital Theater on
May 20. Written and directed by Jennifer Siebel
Newsom, the movie exposes how mainstream media
contributes to the under-representation of women in
positions of influence in America, and challenges the
media's limited, often disparaging portrayals of women
and girls, spotlighting interviews with politicians,
journalists, entertainers, activists, and academics. There
will be a panel discussion, with some of the area’s best
know business women after the screening. Tickets are
limited,
you must RSVP at www.JLCD.org/missrep.
___________________________________________________

BEST FLORIDA ATTRACTION The Clearwater Marine
Aquarium has been named the Best Florida Attraction by
the readers of USA TODAY. Clearwater Beach has now
been the recipient of three major designations: Florida’s
Best Beach, The Best Place to view a Sunset and now
Florida’s Best Attraction. “We have an amazing area,
where everyone works together to create the synergy that
makes Clearwater Beach such a sought after vacation
destination,” says Darlene Kole, Executive Director of the
Clearwater Beach Chamber of Commerce.
___________________________
RUNNING CLUB Lots of
people love to run on Indian
Rocks Beach. A running club
meet every Wednesday at Clever
Training, 1519 Gulf Blvd, at
6:30pm and heads to the 16th
Avenue beach access. Typically
20-30 runners of all different
levels run each week, but the
club has close to 200 members.
Many enter area 5Ks and half
marathons. After the Wednesday
runs, they often relax at one of
the local restaurants and bars. If
you want to get involved, call
213-0008 or just show up.
___________________________
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN JUNE Read this issue, as well
as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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LARGO HIGH SCHOOL continued

A NEW LARGO HIGH OPENS
By the mid 1950s the Pinellas County School Board determined the old Largo
High needed to be replaced by a newer and larger school. Sixty acres of groves
were purchased along the Missouri Avenue. trail. As the new Largo High was
being built, a new two lane Missouri Avenue. was also constructed. The new
Largo Senior High School opened in September of 1957. The new school would
serve the student population from Belleair Road on the north to 54th Ave N. on
1945
the south and from Tampa Bay to the Gulf of Mexico. What a diverse student
population LHS had, the old time Largo Redneck group, the Seminole fruit grove
kids, and the beach kids. This was during the old time segregation era, so no blacks attended Largo, or any other public
school in Pinellas except those located in south St. Petersburg and downtown Clearwater specifically for black children.
I grew up in Largo during that greatest of times, the 1950s. Ike
was President and good times in business, and local growth
were found everywhere. My first school was the Largo
Elementary, located in the original 1914 High School building.
When Mildred Helms opened in 1952, we moved to there. In
1957, I was in the first class at the old High School that housed
just the Junior High School. In the fall of 1960, we moved to
the Largo High on Missouri Avenue. My class, the Largo High
Class of 1963 was the first class to graduate in the new Packer
Football Field in back of the high school. My wife Sandy, grew
up on Belleair Beach and attended Anona School, before
moving on to Largo High. Both of us had the unique experience of graduating from Largo High.
Now, after 100 years of Largo High Schools, it is time for yet another new Largo High School to be built. Mr. Brad
Finkbiner, the current Principal, gave a presentation to the Largo Historical Society in February talking about the new
school and what it will look like. Built on the same property that is in use now, the school will be two stories, located to the
east of the present building. The Auditorium and Football Stadium will have improvements made, but the original
structures will remain. In June of 2014, demolition will start on the old buildings, with the new school scheduled to open in
the fall of 2016.
For the past 100 hundred years the pride of Largo has been its high school, Largo High School. Go Packers!
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BELLEAIR GIRL APPEARS ON
DAVID LETTERMAN

Nine year old Belleair
resident Lina Bowers
recently appeared on
CBS’s “The Late
Show” where she met
David Letterman,
right before she
along with dog Twig,
skateboarded across
the stage.
Lina first became
interested in dog
training when
neighbor and dog
trainer Sandy Clark
introduced her to her
two Shetland sheepdogs, Twig and Chili. They just
happen to be skateboarding dogs. There was an
immediate connection between them. Her parents were
amazed that for half of second grade and all of third
grade, Lina and Sandy worked together with the dogs
every morning for 30 minutes before school. Lina was
so encouraged by the dogs, she took up skateboarding
herself in December of 2012.
Now, Lina is in fourth grade and practices with the dogs
2-3 mornings a week. Last summer, Lina and Chili
along with Lina's nine year old friend Lucy Allan and
Twig, performed at pet expos, school talent shows, the
SPCA summer camp Pet-a-Palooza and at the St.
Petersburg SPCA Pet Walk.
Sandy sent a clip of the dogs skateboarding down stairs,
under the guidance of Lina and Lucy, to “The Late
Show.” Approximately six months, later she was
contacted by CBS, however they only needed one girl
and one dog. Because Lina had put in so much time
practicing and training the dogs, she was the one to go.
Lina had never been to New York City and didn't know
what to expect, but remained cool and confident.
Obviously, all those early mornings of practice paid off.

IT'S OMELET TIME!!

The forty-seventh annual UPARC
Omelets Party will be held Friday, April
11 at 7:30pm at the beautiful Belleair
home of Tim and Heather North.
Guests will enjoy omelets and
champagne at this annual black tie
fundraiser.
The event was inspired by a magazine
interviewof Chef Rudolph "Rudy" B.
Stanish. Chef Rudy was creating
omelet parties for the rich and famous
at the time. A group of ladies thought it was a fabulous
idea for a fundraising event and set out to host the event
themselves, even asking Chef Rudy to prepare the
omelets. Since, it has become a UPARC staple for over
45 years.
Thousands have enjoyed visiting some of the most
beautiful and historic homes in Pinellas County, while
raising over $3 Million to help UPARC provide much
needed programs and services to hundreds of
individuals with developmental disabilities. Call 727797-8712 to secure your tickets now!
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THE JOURNEY TO HOLY WEEK

By Father Jon Roberts
Years ago, in the fullness of winter, there were many days I
would peer out through the stained glass windows of our
quaint, seminary Chapel of St. Mary’s in Nashotah,
Wisconsin. The one I remember most fondly was the one
illustrating Jackson Kemper; that first missionary Bishop of
the Episcopal Church who dared to cross the Ohio Valley in
the first part of the 19th century. Somewhere, deep within
the few, the proud, the frozen, we students of theology,
chattered our teeth and slid past icons of ice, to find our
wooden seat in that Chapel. Often, we wondered what in
God’s creation would lead us to such a place of learning.
One would see us dressed in black cassocks, standing out in
that snow covered cloister, of white rock and red barrel
roofs, like scarecrows on stilts. Prayer, work and study, one
could say, was a rule of life in which we clung. It was in this
setting that our hearts were set ablaze to, one day, be
missionaries, sent out to places all around the world. Out of
all the places, of all the churches one could be called to
serve as a priest, God smiled favorably and sent my family
and I to the warm state of Florida.
It has been several years now, and we have met many
people along the way. This journey makes me think of the
time of Lent, as a similar journey, leading all of us into
Easter. Everyone expects the warm arrival of joy on that
Easter Sunday on April 20th, but it is made more precious
when we endure the winter of our life. From Ash Wednesday
(March 5th) to Easter, look at it as a spiritual journey; a brief
but necessary forty day trip. Our beaches pose the perfect
place for this winter journey of meditation. Instead of ice,
there is sand. Instead of stained glass, there is the reflection
of the sky and water. I suspect we become cold inside due to
the things in life that lay stress upon our souls. Like heavy
ice, they make us grow weary from time to time. Let us walk
the course along the shore, like the seagulls, asking earnest
and difficult questions to God, the creator of all good things.
This is what it means to travel through Lent, asking, praying,
and looking to receive spiritual food. Perhaps when we stroll
along the beach or settle into the pew of a church, we find a
place where God may set our hearts ablaze and restore us
once more.
Millions of people have fasted and prayed through Lent as
preparation for the joy of Easter. None have been
disappointed from what they found. I invite you to come,
take a walk, learn more about this thing we call, “The
Gospel.” Begin to wonder what in God’s creation is so good
within this news of salvation by the Savior who dispenses
such grace, daily, so that we will live. Dare to learn more
about Jesus the Christ, who changes the life of all walking
along and through their personal winter land. We will find
on that Easter Day, our emptiness is filled with an everlasting
love. I challenge you to become embodied within a group of
people who earnestly care about you and pray with and for
you. As if you’re picking up a shell on the beach, discover
how you are intricately made and part of a larger
community. Everyone is welcome to come and relive the
story of God, from winter to spring, but don’t wait until
Easter to read the last page of that most important chapter.
During these forty days, consider making a new rule of life
of your own that follows prayer, work and study so that you
appreciate life, reflecting the light of Easter, enjoying life to
its fullest.
The Rev. Jon Roberts is a Priest in The Episcopal Church and
serves at Calvary, 1615 First St., IRB. To learn more visit
www.calvary.dioswfl.org.
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LARGO HIGH SCHOOL, TODAY

Largo High is
scheduled to be
torn down in June
and a more
modern school
will be built.
Principal Bradley
Finkbiner has
been there the
last two years, but
for 20 years prior,
he was the Principal at Osceola High School.
“The school will close in early June, and construction will
start immediately,” said Principal Finkbiner. “The school
will remain open during construction, the next two years.
The Administration Offices will move to Largo Central
High, just a few hundred yards away. They plan to bring
in about 50 portable classrooms and put them on the
existing baseball field.” The construction process should
take two years with plans for a July 2016 completion.
Largo High had 1650 students enrolled. Approximately
300 of them are scheduled to graduate in 2014. The
school also employs 82 teachers. They are all looking
forward to the new, modern Largo High School opening
in 2016, for their 102nd anniversary.
NOTE: Largo High is the closest hurricane shelter to the
Belleair Area. During the construction, it will not operate
as a shelter; other locations will be made available.

BOWLING IN THE DARK

Bowling in the Dark is a unique signature FUNraising
event for Lighthouse of Pinellas (LHP). Join them
Saturday, May 10, at Seminole Lanes for an exciting
afternoon of bowling, music and fun while helping make
independent lifestyles a reality for those who are blind or
visually impaired! Participants will have the opportunity
to design their own web pages to raise money and
awareness on behalf of LHP. Trophies will be awarded
for the team with the best bowling shirts, those who raise
the most money and those with the highest scores.
Gather up your best friends, family members or coworkers and create a team to help change the lives of
people with low vision or blindness while having fun!
For more information call Angela Pottinger at the
Lighthouse of Pinellas, (727) 544-4433 extension 235,
e-mail at apottinger@lhpfl.org or visit
www.lhpbowl14.kintera.org.

BOAT CLUB NEWS

The IRB Boat Club, part of the Indian Rocks Beach
Homeowners Association, is free to join. You do not need
to live in Indian Rocks Beach to be a member. The Club
meets on the third Thursday of the month at Jimmy
Guana’s inside the Holiday Inn Harborside in the Indian
Rocks Beach September through May. They also plan a
boating event each month. Now that the weather is
warmer, the events will include more island
parties instead of trips to restaurants.
Upcoming events include:
June 8: Caladesi Island Party
July 4th: Island Party prior to Fireworks
August 10: Three Rooker Island Party
See a complete list of Boat Club events,
event photos and more at IRBhome.com.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAYS, COURTESY
OF THE LIQUID FACELIFT

By Stephanie Schlageter, Radiance Medspa
When you think of your next birthday, does
the word “happy” come to mind? If the
past few birthdays have left you feeling
somewhat over the hill, get ready to reach
your peak again. Turning back the clock is
not as challenging as you might think
thanks to a combination of injectables and
fillers that can take years from your face in
just one short office visit. Uniting these treatments and
including the newly-FDA approved volumizer Juvéderm
Voluma will give you a minimally-invasive version of the
traditional facelift, just without the downtime, expense or
surgery. It’s called the “liquid facelift,” and it only takes
about an hour, but results are measured in years.
To achieve maximum results, a liquid facelift combines an
injectable like Botox that will smooth away fine lines and
wrinkles, a dermal filler such as Juvéderm Ultra Plus and
the volumizing power of Juvéderm Voluma. While each of
these treatments can also be had separately, together they
will get rid of crow’s feet and forehead winkles, fill in lines
around the mouth, plump cheeks and add definition to the
chin and jaw line. Thus, the liquid facelift truly does lift the
face. In fact, no one will believe how many candles you
need on your birthday cake.
As you likely know, Botox is a trade name for a Botulinum
toxin. It works by temporarily relaxing the contraction of
muscles, which means wrinkles can relax too. Botox is
typically used to eliminate crow’s feet and wrinkles
between the eyebrows and on the forehead. It can even be
used to produce a beautiful natural-looking brow lift.
The dermal filler Juvéderm Ultra Plus is made of
hyaluronic acid, which is a naturally occurring substance in
the body. It has been used for many years to fill in smile
lines, and hollow areas under the eyes.
A newcomer to the American market, but utilized for
nearly a decade in Europe, Canada and Latin America,
Juvéderm Voluma is the first and only product designed to
add volume to all areas of the cheeks and can also plump
the chin and jaw. This is the product that really puts the
“lift” in the liquid facelift. Many people do not realize that
the tired look they see in the mirror is actually a loss of
facial volume. Juvéderm Voluma adds back that volume,
restoring cheekbones and the shape of a youthful face.
These three treatments last for varying amounts of time.
Botox requires a touchup about every three to four
months, Juvéderm Ultra Plus will be visible for roughly a
year, and Juvéderm Voluma lasts for two years. This
means that once the initial “facelift” is performed,
maintenance requires touch-up visits every one to two
years, so retaining results is convenient and affordable.
Even better, the downtime needed for any of these safe
treatments is minimal – from no downtime at all to maybe
a few days of redness or bruising at the injection site.
The combination of Botox, Juvéderm Ultra Plus and
Juvéderm Voluma offers a simple, but effective alternative
to a surgical facelift. With the help of these three
treatments, you can make sure your next birthday is a
happy one with reason to celebrate.
For information, contact Radiance Medspa at 727-518-7100 or
visit radiancemedspa.com. Radiance Medspa is in its 8th year
at 2894 West Bay Drive in Belleair Bluffs.

AREA SUMMER CAMPS

CLEARWATER & SAND KEY:
Clearwater Community Sailing Center Summer Camp
1001 Gulf Blvd in Sand Key
727.517.7776
The center’s different camps, designed for all ages offer
everything from learning to sail to windsurfing for children 517. Wednesdays are Pizza Day and Fridays are Ice Cream Day.
They also have Camp Awesome, designed for children with
special needs.
Clearwater Marine Aquarium
Island Estates
727.441.1790 Ext. 270
Enjoy a summer camp with Winter and Hope, river otters and
sea turtles. Their program is designed for ages K through 10
with half and full day programs offering snorkeling in sea beds
and sand flats, kayaking through local
estuaries, SCUBA, meeting and greeting
the CMA’s residents and discovering
fascinating marine creatures in their
natural habitat. Costs vary with age and
program.
BELLEAIR AREA
Belleair Rec Center
Belleair Bluffs
727.518-3728
The Rec Center offers dozens of camps
along with a community center that has
a gymnasium, game room, tennis
courts, multipurpose room and two
multipurpose sports fields.
Camp for children ages 6-12 is Monday
Belleair Rec. Center
- Fridays from June 9 to August 15th.
They offer mornings 8 – noon,
afternoons 1 - 4pm, and full day camp with a lunch at noon.
They offer Specialty camps held on specific weeks including:
Sports, Art, Sewing, Build-It, Cooking, Animation and Video
Game Design, Science, Fishing, Girls Only, Soccer, Hip Hop,
Basketball, Nature Park, Magic, Rhythm of Africa, Robotics,
Scrapbooking, Tennis,Craft, Volleyball, Teen Camp and more.
Registration opened in March and space is limited to 100
campers per week. Costs vary and are lower for members.
CIT Volunteer Program
The Belleair Rec Counselor in Training program, a volunteer
program for ages 13-18, allows teens to achieve their
community service hours in a fun, safe atmosphere. As a CIT,
teens learn responsibility, leadership skills and team building.
Applications are available at the front desk or online and are
due by early May. New applicants may be asked to interview.
SEMINOLE
Soccer Camp
www.CelticFL.net
The Celtic FC International Development Academy provides a
summer soccer camp for ages 5-15, in Seminole in mid-July
from 9am to 3pm. Standard Registration is now $274.
SPCA of Tampa Bay Kritter Kamps with Pawsitive Impact
9099 130th Avenue North
727.586.3594
They offer three age appropriate Summer Camps for kids who
love animals! The warm and fuzzy version called Kids & Kritters
runs for one week in June (for 5-7). They offer unique animal
adventures for pre-teens and teens with Camille’s Summer
Camp which runs for three weekly sessions Monday through
Friday from 10am to 2pm (ages 8-11) and Animal Loving
Professions Camp, two weekly sessions Monday through Friday
from 10am to 4pm (ages 12-15). Camps vary in cost from
$150 to $225 and begin June 9th.
Martial Arts Camp
Call 593-5000 for more information.

LARGO
Largo Rec
Highland Rec 201 Highland Ave Largo or
Southwest Rec 13120 Vonn Rd
727.518.3016
The City of Largo has over 60 different camps this summer
primarily at Highland Center and Southwest Center. Even if you
do not live in the City of Largo, you can still attend. They have
camps in sports, dance, teen, nature, pre-school and more.
Summer camp scholarships are still available for Largo
residents who qualify financially.
Largo Summer Theater Camp
105 Central Park Drive,
727.518.3016
The cost of the three week program is $350 or $150 for one
week. They also offer a Technical
Theater camp. Both are from 9am
to 4pm for ages 8-12 and 13-18.
McGough Park
11901 146th St N.
727.518.3047
The City of Largo sponsors a nature
camp in the McGough Park, called
Naturemania for kids in grades 15. The camp revolves around
nature related activities including
hiking the trails, park exploration,
trips and guest speakers. They also
offer arts and crafts, themed
activities, swimming and sports. The
cost is $78 a week for residents or
$96 a week for non-residents. They
offer after-care, too. The weekly
camp runs from June through mid-August.
Heritage Village Junior Docent Camp
1909 125th St North, Largo
727. 582.2125
www.PinellasCounty.org/Heritage/Volunteering
Be a docent and learn about Pinellas History. Heritage Village
encourages groups to visit their park during the summer, and
needs kids, ages 12 to 17, to help by being guides. As this is a
volunteer program, there is no cost.
INDIAN ROCKS
YMCA at IRB City Hall
1515 Bay Palm Blvd, Indian Rocks Beach
727.595.4277
Held at the Indian Rocks Beach City Hall Auditorium and
nearby Kolb Park, they have regular field trips and swim in the
Gulf almost every day. Every week is a different theme and
dress up days. Camp is Monday through Friday 9am to 6pm
for Kindergarten to 5th grade, June through August 11th.
Kreative Kids Summer Art Camp
1515 Bay Palm Blvd, Indian Rocks Beach
727.596.4331
They offer 8 weeks of half-day art camps in the morning and
afternoon tailored for children 5 to 13. The weeklong art and
pottery sessions have adventurous art themes, including multimedia, paint, creatures and clay programs. Camps are
Monday through Friday, 9am to noon or 1pm to 4pm and
begin June 9th. Registration is by the week.
Island Surf Shop Skim Camp
309 Gulf Blvd, Indian Rocks Beach
727.596.2244
Island Surf Shop has skim boarding camps, Monday through
Fridays, 10am to Noon. The cost is $100 for the week and they
will provide a board if you do not have one.
Nekton Skim Camp
1313 Gulf Blvd, Indian Rocks Beach,
727.593.8292
Nekton offers another Skim Boarding Camp on most weeks this
summer. They meet at 16th Avenue, from 9am to Noon,
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CLIFF MCKAY OPTI REGATTA

If your kids sailed in a club environment, they probably
started out in the Optimist Pram. This small boat has
gotten more people sailing than any other class sailboat
in history. It started in 1948 in Clearwater. The local
Optimist club asked local boat designer and builder
Clark Mills to come up with a boat that could be built
out of 2 sheets of plywood for under $50, for local
youth to sail in Clearwater Harbor.
Clark went to work and came up with the funny looking
box with a spritsail rig that he named the Optimist Pram.
The first child to sail that boat was Clifford McKay Jr.,
son of the president of the Optimist Club in Clearwater
and co-founder of the Rotary Club of Clearwater Beach.
Cliff had a great time and proved the boat was
everything the group wanted. With the support of local
businesses, Clark’s boat house was soon turning out
Optis on a regular basis. The group started traveling to
other regattas and the little Opti was noticed as a fine
sailing boat that could be sailed in not only light
conditions, but also heavy breeze.
The Opti class began growing. Soon, there were so
many kids sailing them that the organizers had to split
the fleets up. They ended up with the beginners starting
in Green Fleet for their first year and then advancing on
to the Red, White and Blue teams. Now you can find
Opti Prams racing on every continent except Antarctica so far! Cliff moved on and grew up, but kept the Opti
close to his heart. Rumor has it that he will be going on
a cruise down around Antarctica and will be trying to
get an Opti onboard so he could sail it way down south.
Cliff currently lives in Ft. Myers and comes to Clearwater
often to visit family . When he is in town, he and sister
Anne stop in to the Clearwater Community Sailing
Center to sail and talk to the youth teams & families
about sailing. It is such a treat to be able to introduce
the kids on the Opti team to the first Green Fleeter.
When the center was approached by the Rotary Club of
Clearwater Beach about hosting a youth regatta to help
support the sailing center, they could not think of a
better way to honor Cliff than to dedicate it to him. Cliff
plans to be on hand during the regatta, so it will be a
chance to meet the legend, participate in good racing,
make new friends, and help support youth sailing. The
Regatta dates are May 10th & 11th, 2014. For more
information, call 727-517-7776 or e-mail
richard.white@clearwatercommunitysailing.org.

BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

SING US A SONG
MR. PIANO MAN

by Bob Griffin, Publisher
Anyone who wanders through the front door of
J.D.’s Restaurant in the evening notices the man
behind the large piano, belting out song after song,
to a circle of loyal, local fans surrounding the
piano. The man is Phil Tolotta, better known as
“The Piano Man”.
Although a resident of Indian Rocks Beach for over
a decade, he was raised in Washington, D.C. As a
child, his parents bought him an accordion, but he
really wanted to play his Grandma’s upright piano.
When he was only 10, his mother took him to a
club featuring live music. The band asked him join
them on a stage and sing. He sang a hip-shaking
version of “All Shook Up” and the rest is history - as
they say.
As a teenager, he formed a garage band, playing
Jerry Lee Lewis and James Brown’s music. “My first
working band was called ‘The Monarchs’,” says
Phil. “We made real money working teen clubs and
tried to impress the girls.”
When he went to junior college, he studied by day,
and worked the club circuit by night, schmoozing
with other musicians and the club owners. He
formed a new band, “Phil Martin Combo” and
shared the stage with the “Sonny Gordon Five,”
Otis Redding’s band before he died.“ They asked
me to join their band as a singer and key board
artist. By then, I was playing an electric Hammond
B-3 organ.”
“Curtis Mayfield and the Impressions signed us to
be their backup band. We changed our name to
The Winston’s,” Phil remembers. “We worked what
was called the ‘Chitlin’ Circuit’, a list of black clubs
and theaters in the south and east coast, making
only $50 a piece per show. I remember playing
some very well-known gigs too, including The
Apollo in New York City. I met a little known group
backstage called the “Jackson Family” who had a
little 11 year old kid named Michael. We eventually
became a headline act with a hit single and did
several TV shows, including American Bandstand.”
“In the late 1960s, we were working our way south to
play in some place called The Crystal Lounge (later
known as the Court Room) in Clearwater. It was owned
by Jersey Jim Towers. He liked us so much, he wanted to
manage and promote us. We gave him a copy of a song
we had thrown together called “Color Him Father”.
Around Father’s Day 1969, the song caught on and took
off. We sold two-and-a-half million copies and earned a
Gold Record and a Grammy on the R&B Charts.”
“Around 2000, I got tired of traveling and loved this area
on the Gulf of Mexico, so I got a gig at a place called
J.D.’s working for the Downings family. That was almost
14 years ago.”

“In the past it was more of a sing-along crowd,” he says.
“But not so much anymore. People still like to take the
mic and sing along with me, but this is not karaoke.”
How many songs does he know how to play? Hundreds.
What does he do when he is not working? “As little as
possible,” he jests. He likes to read, meditate and ride his
Harley.
Phil plays at J.D.’s Wednesday through Saturday, and
sometimes on Sundays. He plays for four hours straight,
often without a break. On weekends, Paul Heimann on
the sax and flute joins in.
You can find videos of Phil on Facebook and on You
Tube. Just search for Phil Tolotta.
He is truly “The Piano Man” of Indian Rocks Beach.
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OUTBACK BOWL T-SHIRTS
FUND REEF PROJECT

Thanks to Outback Bowl football fans and a pledge
from celebrated marine artist and conservationist Guy
Harvey, a check for $2,564 was presented to Tampa
Bay Watch, Inc. for its ongoing Honeymoon Island
Oyster Reef Project in Tampa Bay.
The donation represented a campaign pledge through
the Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation (GHOF) to give $1 for
each Guy Harvey designed Outback Bowl t-shirt sold.
The much welcomed funds, according to Capt. Peter
Clark, president of Tampa Bay Watch, will be applied
towards a community-based construction project to
install a series of seven new oyster reef systems
(approximately 7,633 square feet and 24 tons) offshore
Honeymoon Island in Pinellas County. Tampa Bay
Watch, a non-profit organization dedicated to the
protection and restoration of the marine and wetland
environments of the Tampa Bay estuary, is working in
partnership with Florida State Parks on the Honeymoon
Island Oyster Reef Project.
“Creation of these oyster communities will provide hard
bottom habitats for fish and wildlife resources, promote
water quality improvements in the Gulf of Mexico
ecosystem and reestablish oyster communities in the
area,” said Clark.
Clark said the location is adjacent to the Honeymoon
Island Visitors Center and allows the opportunity for
long-term educational opportunities for visitors,
residents and youth program field trips.
This was the fifth consecutive year the Outback Bowl
had chosen marine wildlife artist Guy Harvey to design
the game’s official program cover and t-shirt. GHOF
worked through Native Sun Sports, the Outback Bowl’s
official merchandiser to market the t-shirts.
Guy Harvey is a marine wildlife artist and
conservationist who earned a Ph.D. in Fisheries Biology.
His depictions of marine life, especially of sportfish such
as marlin, are very popular with sport fishermen and
have been reproduced in prints, posters, t-shirts,
jewelry, clothing, and other consumer items. Harvey is
also a very vocal and active advocate for marine
conservation, having established the Guy Harvey
Research Institute at Nova Southeastern University of
Fort Lauderdale, Florida as well as the Guy Harvey
Ocean Foundation, an organization that funds marine
conservation research and educational
initiatives.www.guyharvey.com
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BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF PINELLAS & DARDEN RESTAURANTS
PARTNER TO ADVANCE MENTORING OF AT-RISK YOUTH

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Pinellas County, part of the
nation’s oldest and largest mentoring organization,
announced it has been selected to receive a $1,000 grant
as part of the Restaurant Community Grants program from
the Darden Restaurants Foundation, Inc., the charitable arm
of Darden Restaurants. The grants program, in its third year,
empowers each restaurant in the Darden family of brands
to help award a $1,000 grant to support local community
programs. The donation will enable Big Brothers Big Sister’s
match more at-risk youth with mentors to promote
academic achievement, build greater self-confidence and
reduce involvement with the Department of Juvenile Justice.
Darden’s Red Lobster, Olive Garden, LongHorn Steakhouse,
Bahama Breeze, Seasons 52, The Capital Grille, Eddie V’s
and Yard House brands participated in the program. Many
restaurants worked together to award one nonprofit
organization with a larger grant and make a greater impact
in their community. Nonprofits receiving grants support one
of Darden’s three key focus areas: education, preservation
of natural resources and hunger relief.
"Promoting educational success through one-to-one
mentoring relationships will ensure the youth of today
become the caregivers, leaders and entrepreneurs of
tomorrow,” commented Susan Rolston, CEO, of Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Pinellas County. “We are proud to
partner with a foundation that truly realizes the impact of
our mission in the community we share.”
“We strive to make a positive impact in all the communities
our restaurants serve,” said Gene Lee, Darden’s president
and chief operating officer. “Our employees are incredibly

passionate about getting directly involved in their local
communities, and our Restaurant Community Grants
program enables each of our restaurant teams to make a
difference right in their own backyard.”
Currently, more than 175 children are waiting to be
matched with a mentor at Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Pinellas. Funds received through this grant will open the
door to provide more opportunities to enrich the lives of
children locally, and expand their perspectives on what they
believe to be possible.
For more than 100 years, Big Brothers Big Sisters has
operated under the belief that every child has the ability to
succeed and thrive in life. Most children served by Big
Brothers Big Sisters come from single-parent and lowincome families or households where a parent is
incarcerated. As the nation’s largest donor and volunteer
supported mentoring network, Big Brothers Big Sisters
makes meaningful, monitored matches between adult
volunteers (“Bigs”) and children (“Littles”).
Big Brothers Big Sisters provides a system of ongoing
evaluation and support which is proven by independent
studies to help families by improving the odds that “Littles”
will perform better in school and avoid violence and illegal
activities, and have stronger relationships with their parents
and others. Big Brothers Big Sisters of Pinellas County serves
Pinellas, Hernando and Citrus Counties. Learn how you
can positively impact a child’s life, donate or volunteer
today at www.bbbspc.org.
For more information about on Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Pinellas County please visit www.bbbspc.org.
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Business Briefs...

PUBLIX UNDER CONSTRUCTION The Publix located
at the corner of Indian Rocks Road and Ulmerton closed
at the beginning of the year and has been demolished. It
is being rebuilt and will reopened later this year. Other
merchants in the center - Bealls, Dollar Tree and Bank of
America, are staying open while the center gets a major
makeover. Above is the elevation by Fisher Architects.
_________________________________________________
HOLIDAY INN BEGINS CONSTRUCTION The plans
have been in the works for years, and work has finally
begun, on the Holiday Inn’s Harborside’s expansion in
Indian Rocks Beach. They are adding another building
with 100 rooms and a water park. They are driving
pilings and building the underground sewer and water
system. Look for the park to be finished this summer
and work on the building to continue through next year.
_________________________________________________
LEASE SIGNING CELEBRATION Belleview Biltmore
Golf Club is celebrating the signing of their 10-year lease
with the City of Belleair on Saturday, May 3rd for the first
“Taste of The Bluffs.” Sample foods from your favorite
local restaurants from Noon – 3 pm. The $4 entrance
donation will benefit The Belleair Community Foundation
and Gracie’s Big Splash. Call Gerri 581-5498.
_________________________________________________
THE COVE BREAKS GROUND The property, on the
southeast corner of Gulf Blvd at 7th Avenue was the
Indian Rocks RV Park; now, it is going to be a gated
community of 50 townhouses. The project, being built by
Taylor Morrison , began in November and will be called
The Cove at Indian Rocks Beach. They have not release
final sales information, but you can call Mary Ann Givens
at 866-595-6006 or visit www.TaylorMorrison.com.
_________________________________________________
8 YEARS OLD! The award-winning Radiance Medspa is
celebrating eight successful years in Belleair Bluffs! They
proudly offer an individualized approach to medical
skincare using the latest non-surgical technologies
available to improve the signs of aging provided by a
highly trained medical staff. Radiance Medspa opened in
Belleair Bluffs in the spring of 2006 and in 2011 opened
a location in the Hyatt Regency Resort and Spa on
Clearwater Beach. They were awarded Medium Business
of the Year 2013 from the Clearwater Regional Chamber
of Commerce and are also one of only 200 Black
Diamond Award winners in the United States and the sole
winner from Pinellas County for BOTOX and Juvéderm.
_________________________________________________
RICKDADDY’S EATIN’ FRESH STORE NOW OPEN
Located at 721 Lakeview Road (just east of Ft Harrison) in
Clearwater, the store carries an assortment of Specialty
Food Products such as Hot Sauces, Local Honey, Relishes,
etc. Their Take Out Menu includes Smoked Fish Spread,
Ceviche, Fish Tacos, Pressed Cubans, and more plus a
selection of Craft Beers & Wines! Call 239-0869 or visit
www.eatinfresh.com.
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THE 2014 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

by Senator Jack Latvala
The Legislative Session for 2014 began in
Tallahassee on Tuesday March 4, always
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
March. I will be in Tallahassee from then
until the last day of session, May 2nd, with
frequent visits to the district on the
weekends. The district office in Clearwater will be staffed by
my legislative assistant, Courtney Vandenburg, with our
normal office hours of 8:30 am to 5 pm, Monday through
Friday. My other legislative assistants, Tracy Caddell and
Brenda Johnson will be assisting me in the capitol office
with scheduling, legislation, and greeting visitors.
The number of bills that Senators can file is unlimited, while
House members can file 6. Of my many bills, I believe
three are very important to my constituents and all Floridians.
Senate Bill 84 will allow veterans attending college and
career centers in Florida to qualify for resident tuition fees
without first living here for a year. The companion bill in the
Florida House was filed by Kathleen Peters (R-So. Pasadena).
Another bill will require sellers of residential property to
provide a written notice to homebuyers if the seller intends
to retain mineral rights to the property. Subsurface minerals
in Florida can include phosphate, , metals, oil and natural
gas. Because of sinkholes in Florida, it is uncertain what
impact drilling could have on residential neighborhoods.
I will file legislation to implement more stringent residency
requirements for those who hold public office in Florida.
The bill, which will help prevent public officers from living
outside of the district they are required to reside in while
holding office, will curb the increasing problem of elected

officials in Florida claiming to live in one district while actually
residing elsewhere. The bill will put criteria in place that will
ensure public officials do not manipulate the system and
avoid meeting the basic requirements imposed upon them
while they serve the taxpayers of this state.
The Florida Senate Majority Office recently released the
Legislative Priorities for the 2014 Session. Leading the list is
a strategy for “Continuing to Foster Economic Opportunity
through Education.” The Senate is working to keep Florida
at the forefront of education by providing students with tools
to prepare them for the workforce, lower drop-out rates
and keep the cost of higher education within reach. “Planning
Wisely for Florida’s Future by Building Our Budget’s Reserves
and Spending Conservatively” supports Florida’s continued
revenue growth into FY 2014-15, and demonstrate that our
state is on the road to economic recovery.
“Keeping More Money in the Pockets of Hardworking
Floridians” aims to look for ways to reduce the tax burden
and fees placed on Florida’s families and businesses,
reduce vehicle registration fees, and encourage additional
bills targeted toward supporting and giving more economic
freedom to Floridians and businesses. Through “Improving
Government Accountability and Efficiency,” our Senators are
continuing to institute policies that make sure Florida’s
lawmakers act in the best interest of Floridians by
expanding last year’s landmark ethics legislation and
strengthening residency requirements for our Legislators.
If you have any questions about the above legislation or
other matters, please contact my capitol office at (850) 4875020 or the district office at (727) 793-2797. You may
follow these bills or other issues being considered this
session on the Senate website at www.flsenate.gov.

Organizational News...
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Don’t Forget Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 11

BELLEAIR BEACH ISLAND GARDEN CLUB
They meet the third Wednesday of each month (October
through April) at the Community Center, Belleair Beach.
Now in beginning their 67th year, membership is $20 per
year and guests are welcome. Their last meeting of the
season in April 16th. Call Lois O’Donnel, President 5951349, for information.
BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
They meet on the first and second Wednesday of each
month at the Belleair Garden Club at 903 Ponce de Leon
Blvd., in the Town of Belleair (October to May.)
Membership is $50 per year. Guests are welcome.
Upcoming meetings include:
7th Annual Mad
Hatter’s Tea Party Wednesday, April 9th,
11:30am. The cost is
$35 and includes
lunch, libations, prizes
and a live auction.
RSVP to 595-7233 or
412-2344 and yes,
miniature Mad Hatter Hats
you must wear a crazy Handmade
Centerpieces. They will be raffled off
hat there are prizes
at the fundraiser.
for the most creative.
May 7: Installation of officers and their Spring Luncheon.
Call Robert Lindstrom, 443-3487 to RSVP.
May 14 is the last meeting of the season.
E-mail Barbara Chapman, BChapman1234@Gmail.com
or call her at, 581-8929.
BELLEAIR SOCIAL CLUB
Open to all seniors living in the Belleair area, they meet
Tuesday mornings at 9am at Panera Bread. They have
dinner at different restaurants on the first and third Sundays,
and lunch on the second and fourth Wednesdays.
They plan monthly social meetings, pot luck get togethers,
dinners, movie nights and visits to area attractions. They
also meet at the Belleair Rec Center for monthly trips and
adventures. Call Marilyn Daminato at 585-9633.
GREATER BELLEAIR YOUNG WOMEN’S SOCIETY
In March, 60 women braved the threat of tornadoes and
met for a great lunch at the Lobster Pot Bistro in
Clearwater Beach. The Young Woman’s Society meets on
the first Thursday of the month. The next meetings are
April 3 and May 1 before they break for the summer. Visit
their Web site, www.gbyws.org for details and locations.
Contact Ruth Ann at 446-6463 for more information.
Other activities include Critics, Dancing Divas, Duplicate
Bridge, Girl’s Night Out, Lit Ladies, Lunch Bunch, movies,
kayaking, scrabble, Theatre Group, and Stitch Niche
BELLEAIR BEACH LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB
They meet monthly on the second Tuesday. Membership
is open to area residents at $15 a year. To join, please
call Barbara Chapman at 581-8929.
Meetings include - April 8th at 11:30am - meeting at
The Living Room Restaurant at 487 Maine St. Dunedin.
The speaker will be from Fox News describing what
really happens behind the scenes with interesting
stories. Cost: $25. RSVP to Sherrie Morton 581-8313.
Their final meeting of the season is May 13th.

Organizational News...
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BELLEAIR CIVIC ASSOCIATION
Their mission is made possible through volunteers and
resident membership donations of $25 per household.
Their membership drive is now underway. Their next
event is sponsoring SpringFest on Saturday, April 19th.
In May they are holding annual elections for president.
Present President Roz White would like to thank Petey
Henning (past president) and her board for all their help
this year.
The Belleair Civic Association wants you to join them. If
you are not already a member, join for 2014. They are
proud to help support and organize many of the major
events that occur at the Belleair Rec Center. To join a
committee or help call Rae Claire Johnson (727) 5815171 or Petey Henning at 735-5421or e-mail
Phenning4@TampaBay.RR.com. The Belleair Civic
Association is open to all residents of the Town of
Belleair.
BELLEAIR ROTARY CLUB
.
The Rotary meets every Thursday at 12:15pm at the
Belleair Country Club. Call Chuck Holloway, President,
at 709-7613 to get involved.
Their annual fundraiser, Wine and Tapas Extravaganza
was Thursday March 27, 2014, 6 - 9pm at the Largo
Cultural Center. It was a big success and everyone had
a great time. Proceeds benefit their many charitable
causes.

BELLEAIR WOMEN’S REPUBLICAN CLUB
They meet for lunch at the Belleair Country Club at
11:30 am the first Friday of the month with guest speakers.
Lunch is $21. To make reservations, please call Pat at 727595-1791 or e-mail to bwrclunch@mail.com. Their April 4
meeting was also their 50th Anniversary celebration.

BLUFFS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
They work to promote and improve businesses, stimulate a
vibrant local economy and enhance the overall quality of
life for area residents. They meet on the second Thursday
of every month including April 10 at the Country Porch,
13862 Walsingham, Largo and May 8 at the All State
Insurance, 490 Indian Rocks Road N., Belleair Bluffs. Call
President Bonnie Trembulak at 686-8797.

BEACH ART CENTER
The Beach Art Center is planning Beauty and the Beach
Fine Arts and Crafts Show on Saturday, April 5, from 9
am – 4 pm in Indian Rocks Beach’s Kolb Park. The annual
event draws artists and craftsman offering original fine art
and crafts including original paintings, fiber/textiles,
drawings/graphics, pottery, woodwork, glass, photography,
hand-crafted jewelry, sculptures and creative crafts for
sale. Plein Air Painting and a Chalk Walk will be hosted
by the Beach Art Center located across from Kolb Park.
2014 Kreative Kids Summer Art Camps sessions begin
June 9. Professional art instructors will teach week-long,
half-day camp sessions during classes tailored each week
for various age levels. Adventurous art themes, use of
multi-media, paint, drawing and clay plus sessions in the
pottery studio are offered. Sibling discounts are available.
They are located at 1515 Bay Palm Blvd., Indian Rocks
Beach. Visit www.BeachArtCenter.org, contact them at
727-596-4331 or e-mail arts1515@gmail.com.
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BELLEAIR PARKS & RECS

It is a busy time at the Belleair Parks and Recreation
Department! In addition to the many programs and
scheduled events, they are gearing up for summer camp.
Belleair Summer Camp is one of the best around!
They are thrilled to feature 52nd Street, The music of Billy
Joel & Captain Fantastic, the Magic of Elton John! Join
them Sunday, April 6, from 5 - 8 pm at the Dimmitt
Community Center for a show you won’t want to miss - a
tribute to Billy Joel & Elton John. Limited tickets are
available now, $5 in advance at the Dimmitt Community
Center, or $10 at the gate. Call 518-3728 or visit
SundaysInBelleair.com.
On April 19, along with the Belleair Civic Association they
are hosting their annual Springfest and Arbor Day
Celebration. The family oriented event is from 10 am to
12 noon, with egg hunts, easter bunny visits, egg coloring,
bounce houses, music, plant give-aways, and more. This
year they continue the annual Touch A Truck area for
children to see, touch, interact with and learn about
dozens of cool vehicles from fire trucks to motorcycles,
cement trucks to police cars, garbage trucks and more.
The Belleair Parks & Rec Annual Family Golf Tournament,
will be Saturday, May 17 at the prestigious Belleair Country
Club. It begins with registration and a light lunch-to-go
followed by 18 holes of golf and entertaining contests.
Afterwards, there will be cocktails and dinner followed by
the awards presentation, raffle, and auction. It is a great
day benefitting a great cause.
For more information, about any of the above, call 727518-3728.

5TH ANNUAL CLEARWATER
BEACH RESTAURANT WEEK

The Clearwater Beach Chamber of Commerce invites
you to the 5th Annual Clearwater Beach Restaurant
Week, featuring succulent fine dining and casual cuisine
from dozens of your favorite restaurants on beautiful
Clearwater Beach. Clearwater Beach Restaurant Week
will begin the celebration with the Taste of Clearwater
Beach on May 9 (5:30-8:30 pm) on Beach Walk and
So. Gulfview Blvd. This event will feature a tasting from
each participating restaurant, a wine village, live music,
raffle items and an awesome fireworks display. Once
you've whet your appetite, embark on the food
adventure that awaits you during 2014 Restaurant Week
from May 12-18. New this year will be the Official Taste
of Clearwater Beach Cookbook, a treasure-trove of
recipes from all participating in the Restaurant Week.
Visit www.clearwaterbeachrestaurantweek.com for info.
The Ryan Wells Foundation is this year's Restaurant Week
beneficiary. It was established in 2005 with the goal of
enabling students to pursue a career in the Culinary Arts
and Hospitality Field. As a 501c3 non-profit volunteer
organization, the Foundation offers high school culinary
students scholarships for post-secondary education. The
Foundation also donates monies to the ProStart culinary
high school programs in Pinellas County to purchase
state-of-the-art equipment and educational necessities
which enhance the learning experience for the culinary
students. To date the Ryan Wells Foundation has
awarded 80 scholarships amounting to $415,000, and
has donated $275,000 to the high school programs.
More about the Foundation can be found at
www.RyanWellsFoundation.com.
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Restaurant News...
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NEED A MEETING
ROOM? If you are
holding a meeting or
party for up to 50
people, Hong Kong has
just what you are
looking for. The
restaurant is divided into
three areas - one is
designated as a private
meeting room good for lunch and dinner for groups from
10 to 50. You can order food from the menu or Helen will
set up a Chinese Buffet just for you. Check it out at 1901
West
Bay Drive or call them at 582-9998.
_________________________________________________

BACKWATERS CHILI COOK OFF On the weekend
before the Super Bowl, what is more fun than watching 27
contestants sweat over their concoctions of arguably
America's favorite soup - Chili? A packed restaurant
watched the judges consider the virtues of each chili while
grading each for flavor, looks and originality. After judging,
the crowd got to sample the entries. In the end, Sand Key
resident Mike First (center) won First Place. He has entered
before, but never won. Second Place went to Rick Foxx and
Third
Place to Bob Davis, both new to the Chili Cook Off.
_________________________________________________
RESTAURANT COMING SOON Shuckers Seafood Grill,
is under construction on the south end of Clearwater
beach. Owner Debra Faust plans to specialize in oysters
and seafood delicacies. They hope to be open this spring
in the shopping center with Cesare’s and La Plage.
_________________________________________________
PJ’S STARTS PROJECT PJ’s Oyster Bar purchased the
Muncie Marketing Building last year, across the street from
their present restauant, with plans to convert it into a
restaurant. They cleared the brush behind the building
and started work inside to prepare for PJ’s move. The
building was originally a bank and not designed or
plumbed for a restaurant, so it is a big job.
_________________________________________________
CUSO’S CANTINA SOLD Doug & Cindy Thompson and
business partners, Patrick & Nancy Adani purchased the
bar recently with plans to change everything! The owners
are prior managers of Shells Seafood restaurants in
Redington and Holmes Beach. The new name is 18 On
The Rocks because Mile Marker 18 is in their front yard.
There will be a completely new menu, new bathrooms,
and a make over to include live music, entertainment,
dancing, TVs with sports packages in a more family
oriented venue. Look for a grand reopening soon.
_________________________________________________
SALT ROCK GRILL GETTING FACELIFT The restaurant’s
look is changing and two new dining rooms are being
added. The existing, rarely used bar, dining room and
deck on the southwest corner is being rebuilt into a dining
room, that doubles as a private banquet room. The small
dining room on the northwest corner will be extended and
can also be used for private functions. Additionally, there
will be some minor upgrades to the kitchen and loading
dock to meet current building codes.
_________________________________________________
TOP AREA RESTAURANTS Laura Reiley, Food Critic for
the Tampa Bay Times, released her Top 50 list of
restaurants for 2014. Locally, congratulations go to
Cristino’s (on South Ft. Harrison, Clearwater), Café Largo
(Indian Rocks Road, Largo) and Rusty’s Bistro (the
Sheraton Sand Key) for making the list.
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AMERICAN STAGE IN THE PARK

American Stage Theatre Company opens the 29th annual
American Stage in the Park with the musical production of
THE WIZ, running April 9 and closing on May 4. THE WIZ
is about Dorothy who is going to the Land of Oz and
she’s walking on a road paved in rock, gospel, and soul!
With Music and Lyrics by Charlie Smalls, it is a retelling of
L. Frank Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. Additional
music by George Faison, Timothy Graphenreed, and
Luther Vandross is included.
This beloved Broadway musical – winner of 7 Tony
Awards (including “Best Musical”) is a dazzling multicultural journey that will take you to the most fantastical
places - and back home again. This is the perfect way for
families and theatregoers to see American Stage under
the stars during downtown St. Petersburg’s cool spring
tradition for almost 30 years.
This production includes 7 cast members, 6 ensemble
members, a four-piece band and Toto. There are five cast
members to make their debut at American Stage; Darryl
Reuben Hall* (The Wiz and Uncle Henry), Whitney Drake
(Dorothy), Allyson Tolbert* (Addaperle), Torrey Thomas
(Scarecrow), and Chris Walker (Tin Man). There are four
ensemble members making their debut at American
Stage; Scott Daniel, Jesse Rodriguez, Rodner Salgado,
and Allyson Tolbert.
American Stage is excited to bring many familiar faces
back for this year’s American Stage in the Park. Two cast
returning members are Sharon E. Scott (Aunt Em,
Evillene, and Glinda) and Sara DelBeato (Lion). There will
be two ensemble members returning also Georgia
Mallory Guy and Tia Jemison.

The four-piece band consists
of: Michael Raabe (Musical
Director and keyboards), Paul
Stoddart (guitar), Joe Grady
(bass) and Burt Rushing
(drums)
Karla Hartley is the Director
for The Wiz. She previously
directed their Rocky Horror
Show. Michael Raabe is the
Musical Director for this
production with Domenic
Biseti Choreographing.
Others include: Scott Cooper Scenic Designer, Mike
Wood Lighting Designer, Jerid Fox Property and Set
Dresser, Kyle Easley Sound Designer and Saidah BenJudah Costume Designer. Production Stage Manager,
Garry Allan Breul will be celebrating his eleventh
American Stage in the Park.
THE WIZ previews April 9 and 10. Their April 11 Gala
Under the Stars is their largest fundraising event as well
as Opening Night. Special "PAY WHAT YOU CAN" Nights
(Previews) are April 9 & 10.
In addition, they are continuing their Theme Nights. To
add to the park festivities, American Stage and Creative
Clay will have an Instagram Contest called EASEL ON
DOWN THE ROAD. This Instagram contest celebrates
both artwork from Creative Clay’s Artlink program and
the 29th Annual American Stage in the Park production of
THE WIZ.

BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

OUR AGING SKIN

by Kathy L Anderson DO, FAOCD Board Certified
Dermatologist - 727-462-5242

Most of us are well aware of the detrimental effect that
the sun can have on our skin. It has been proven
beyond any doubt, that premature aging of the skin is
cause by over exposure to the UV rays of the sun. But,
there are other factors that also contribute directly to the
aging process, such as cigarette smoke, smog and
pollution. It is a fact, UV radiation creates the formation
of free radical particles in our body, which in turn, cause
damage to the cells and can cause premature aging in
the form of wrinkles and age spots. Most of us know
that too much sun can cause skin damage, but did you
know that cigarette smoke and air pollution can also
cause similar damage to our skin?
Cigarette smoke not only deprives our skin of oxygen,
but also creates the free radical molecules. Air pollution
and smog also have a similar chemical reaction on our
skin as the pollutants can actually adhere to the skin
surface causing cell damage and creating premature
wrinkling and age spots, similar to that caused by too
much sun exposure. So, when we think of factors that
can contribute to premature aging, we must think of the
sun exposure and also think of exposure to cigarette
smoke and smog and air pollution in our environment.
What steps can we take to help protect our skin and
protect our overall health?
#1 Wear a mineral based, broad spectrum sunscreen
everyday. Zinc oxide sunscreens are non-toxic, do not
get absorbed into the bloodstream and provide superior
sun protection by reflecting the suns harmful rays. Read
your labels carefully. A zinc oxide, broad spectrum
sunscreen with SPF 30 and 80 minutes of water
resistance, is an excellent choice to prevent sunburn and
prevent the cell damage that ages skin.
#2 Do Not Smoke!! What more can I say about this
addictive behavior that not only deprives our body of
precious oxygen, but also creates the free radicals that
cause premature aging and also affects our overall
health in very harmful ways.
#3 Washing your face at least twice a day will wash
away the pollutant molecules that adhere to our skin
and create cell damage, which can result in age spots
and wrinkling.
#4 Take supplements that are nutritional antioxidants
which can help rid our body of the free radicals that are
created by sun and the environment. Vitamin C, Vitamin
E and Alpha-Lipoic Acid, which could be one of the most
potent antioxidants, when taken everyday, will help to
clear the free radicals from our cells. There are fruits
and vegetables that can also act as antioxidants when
included in a healthy diet. Skin care products can also
contain antioxidant nutrients to be used as washes and
moisturizers as topical therapy.
This is only a brief overview of some of the factors that
can affect how our skin appears as we get older, but
these are important things to consider everyday as we
desire to live happy and healthy lives while we age.
See your dermatologist regularly and discuss the best
methods for you to protect your skin and prevent skin
damage and premature aging!
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SLEEPING WITHOUT DRUGS

by Bob Clark
Though all the sleep-aid ads you see might suggest
otherwise, the truth is that money can't buy you sleep.
Sleep experts frequently warn that medications might help
in the short-run, but they don't do much to get at the root
causes of insomnia. Improperly used, they can even cause
rebound insomnia, making your misery worse.
Still, 60 million prescriptions for sleep-inducing drugs were
filled last year — up from 47 million in 2006. As a nation
we spend around $7 billion a year on sleeping pills. Yet as
many as a quarter of us, depending on how you measure
it, have trouble regularly getting a decent night's sleep.
Little wonder the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention have labeled sleeplessness "a public health
epidemic."
RELATED NEWS/ARCHIVE
But there is a growing consensus among experts that there
are some simple, nonmedical solutions to our national
sleep problem that are safe and inexpensive.
What's the catch? They require behavioral changes, and
some are more difficult than others. Some may be
impossible for you. Still, see how many you can manage,
I've found that even a few changes can lead to a better
night's sleep.
You can find them yourself online, but here is a "Top Ten"
list I've compiled from my own search that may save you
some time:
1. Get moving! Exercise for at least 30 minutes per day.
2. Cut the caffeine.
3. Eat healthy food, and don't eat for a couple of hours
before bed.
4. Disconnect from the screen before bedtime. Explore
some sacred writings or lose yourself in a great story.
5. Adjust temperature, noise and light levels as much as
possible.
6. Dedicate your bedroom to sleep. Work and play
somewhere else.
7. Boot the dog from your bed.
8. Don't ruminate or brood before bed if you can help it and you can.
9. Meditate or pray before you turn in.
10. Be grateful. Develop the bedtime habit of gratitude.
I've test-driven all of the above and I can say that, taken
together, they offer a powerful arsenal of sleep aids.
I can't always follow through on No. 3. No. 7 is onerous,
but does help. But by far the most powerful for me are the
last three. If you have trouble with No. 8, move on to 9
and 10. You'll find help there.
Stress and anxiety are major causes of sleeplessness for
most of us. Meditation, prayer, the reading of sacred texts,
or just the simple act of being grateful for what you have
and what is going well in your life, all have an observable
calming effect that can be just as effective, safer and
cheaper than pharmaceutical solutions.
I don't believe calming your thought requires belief in a
specific deity, just the intuitive sense that there is an
accessible source of peace outside of and not dependent
on any human condition or solution.
Bob Clark is a Christian Science practitioner from Belleair. Read his
blog at simplyhealthyflorida.com.
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BE FLORIDIAN THIS SPRING

Slow’s The Way To Go With Lawn Fertilizer

Article provided by Tampa Bay Estuary Program
If you’re planning to fertilize your lawn or flower beds this
Spring, take it slow – as in slow-release nitrogen.
Slow-release products (also called controlled or timed
release) feed your lawn or plants gradually, nourishing
them for a longer period of time. They also help keep our
environment healthy, as they are more likely to be absorbed
by the plants and less likely to wash off your yard when it
rains and pollute Tampa Bay and the Gulf of Mexico.
Garden centers throughout Pinellas and the City of Tampa
are required to sell only fertilizers containing a minimum of
50% slow-release nitrogen from October-May. In other
areas, calculate the slow-release percentage yourself using
our quick formula at http://tbep.org/help/fertilizer/floridafriendly_slowrelease.html It’s very easy!
Look for products with no phosphorus – our soils contain
plenty of phosphorous, so no need to apply more!
Even with slow-release products, you still need to be careful
not to apply too much fertilizer. Knowing how big your yard
is will make sure you give your plants the nutrition they
need, without wasting your money or polluting our waters.
Calculate the amount of fertilizer for your yard at
www.pinellascounty.org/environment/watershed/fertilizercalculator.htm
The partners of the Be Floridian fertilizer education
campaign also remind all True Floridians to follow the
following eco-friendly landscape practices:
 Avoid weed and feed products, and be sure to sweep up
any fertilizer spills from hard surfaces to prevent them from

running off into our waters.
 Water wisely. Spring is typically a dry time in central
Florida, so adjust your irrigation schedule based on current
rainfall totals. Most landscape plants require 1/2”-3/4” of
water each week. If you have an automatic irrigation system
make sure you have a working rain sensor, or use a rain
gauge to adjust your watering practices.
 Add 2-3 inches of mulch to hold in soil moisture during
dry spring months. This will also help suppress weed
growth. Choose eco-friendly mulches like pine straw, pine
bark or eucalyptus chips. Don’t bag those leaves that fall
from your oak trees; use them as mulch instead!
 Prune spring flowering trees and shrubs after blooming.
Prune after the last flowers fade but before new buds set in
mid to late summer.
 Always remember to sweep grass clippings, leaves, and
other landscape debris off of hard surfaces like sidewalks,
driveways, and roads to prevent them from making their
way to our storm drains, and then on to your waterways.
 Spring is a perfect time to embark on a Florida-friendly
yard makeover. Try removing high-maintenance grass and
replace it with a mulched bed of drought-tolerant, easycare flowers, shrubs or groundcovers. Learn more and see
examples of what you can do at www.floridayards.org.
Follow a Tampa homeowners’ “Extreme Yard Makeover” at
www.bayfriendly.blogspot.com
Remember: Being Floridian is all about “Protecting Our Fun”
– boating, fishing, swimming and all the other water
activities that make living here so great!
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NUMBER ONE DOG

While everyone has their
favorite, do you know which
dog is the most popular breed
in America? According to the
American Kennel Club, it is the
Labrador Retriever and they
have been for the past 23
years. That is the longest
amount of time any breed has
been ranked number one since
they started counting in 1884 130 years ago!
The Lab is considered congenial, highly trainable and
developed the ability to fetch hunter’s game. “It does so
many things well,” says Lisa Peterson, AKC spokeswoman.
“It excels as a family companion, it is an awesome
hunting dog and it also has a great presence as a
service and law enforcement search-and-rescue dog.”
The German shepherd, golden retriever, beagle and
bulldog round out the top 5. The Yorkshire terrier, boxer,
poodle, rottweiler and dachshund make up the rest of
the top 10.
For 22 years, before the Labrador retriever, the poodle
was the most popular bred. Now, they are barely make
the top 10.
The rankings reflect newly registered dogs, mostly
puppies. The top 10 remains a testament to the variety
of purebreds. But overall, in the last ten years, the AKC
popularity rankings have leaned toward larger dogs.
The Shih Tzu and Chihuahua have dropped out of the
top ten while the Rottweiler and bulldogs recently
entered the top bracket.
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FROM THE DESK OF SHERIFF BOB GUALTIERI

When Pinellas County Sheriff’s Deputies respond to a call
they sometimes find themselves handling a subject that
does not want to be cooperative. Subjects at times can be
verbally or physically aggressive, threaten to harm
themselves or others and at times barricade themselves in
their current location. Deputies are trained to handle these
situations to an extent but after a certain time frame the
negotiator response team is called to de-escalate the
situation.
The Negotiator Response Team is made up of a team
supervisor, assistant team supervisor and two teams of five
members which include a team leader. Each team also has
an alternate member. The teams serve on an on-call shift
that rotates every two weeks. The Negotiator Response
Team is made up of certified law enforcement deputies that
work in both the patrol and detention areas of the Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Office.
Being part of the Negotiator Response Team is in addition
to the daily positions each member of the team may hold.
Members of the team hold a variety of different ranks and
titles to include Lieutenant, Sergeant, School Resource
Officer, Community Police Officer, Detective and Public
Information Officer. The Negotiator Response Team is also
made up of a diverse group of men and women of various
nationalities and ethnicities. Pinellas County is a diverse
community of citizens and visitors. This team of negotiators
is able to relate to a large variety of people which helps in
an array of scenarios.
The Negotiator Response Team is called on to respond to
hostage situations, armed subjects, barricaded subjects and
suicidal subjects in crisis, just to name a few. There are

many reasons that people may not want to
come out from where they have barricaded
themselves and it is the task of the negotiator
response team to talk with them and listen.
At times, having a negotiator speak with the
subject for an extended period of time is the
safest and most effective way of solving the
current situation at hand. For the Negotiator
Response Team, time is on their side and
they are on hand to speak with the subject and go through
the ups and downs the subject is currently going through.
Members of the Negotiator Response Team are able to join
the team after they have completed their probationary
period. There is an interview process to be selected when
there is an opening on the team. Strong team leadership
and crisis and negotiator schooling are two areas that are
strongly looked at when applicants apply to join the team.
Having these types of training and skills prior to joining the
group is very beneficial. Members of the team train together
eight hours each month in various locations. They train
using various role playing scenarios to ensure they are
ready for anything that could potentially arise when they are
called to an actual scene. The team also trains with other
areas of the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office such as the
SWAT team, the Pinellas County Jail and the County
Courthouse.
At times, citizens of Pinellas County only see the deputies on
the front line of the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office. The
Negotiator Response Team is a prime example of the men
and women that work diligently behind the crime scene
tape that help us lead the way to a safer Pinellas.

BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

STUDENTS VISIT PINELLAS HOPE

Pinellas Hope, a ministry of the Catholic Diocese of St.
Petersburg, has been a safe haven for the homeless for
over six years. The 7th grade class of St. Cecelia
Interparochial Catholic School had an opportunity to
experience firsthand the blessings of this extraordinary
community and the challenges that the homeless face
every day.
Despite the advancements over the last six years, the
residents of Pinellas Hope continue to be completely
dependent on the local community for food. In response
to this need, the 7th grade class prepared, delivered and
served a hearty lunch for the residents. The meal,
consisting of Cuban sandwiches, chips and dessert, was
paid for through donations by the St. Cecelia student
body. The 7th graders also made individual prayer cards
before the visit and handed them out with the meal.
After lunch, the students toured the facility and visited
with the residents. The general 7th grade consensus:
they can’t wait to do it again!

BIKE LANES ON THE BRIDGE

In response to last September’s bicycle accident that
killed two tandem bike riders, the Florida Department of
Transportation is adding designated bicycle lanes to
both sides of the Memorial Causeway from the bridge
to the beach. In addition to the painted new bike lanes,
they are adding symbols and signage to the lanes to
alert motorists that bikes have the right to be there, too.

COAST GUARD AUXILLARY MOVES

The Coast Guard Auxiliary, currently operating out of
volunteer garages, teaches free water safety classes at
the Clearwater Police Department. In July, they plan to
be in their new permanent facility at the north end of
the Sand Key Park, on Clearwater Pass. They will
continue to offer free classes on the second weekend of
each month. For more information, call Peter Ubillos at
538-3001 or Karen Miller at 786-0959.

PIER 60 SUGAR SAND FESTIVAL

The 10 day festival, April 4-13, celebrates Clearwater's
sugar sand beaches and features iconic movies like
JAWS, HARRY POTTER and BACK TO THE FUTURE.
Located south of Pier 60, tons of sand will be creatively
carved into the Sugar Sand Walk Exhibit, an artistic
walk-through display in a 15,000-square-foot tent. The
festival will include a variety of free activities including a
professional sand sculpting competition, sand sculpting
clinics, speed sand demonstrations, a children's play
area, extended hours for Sunsets at Pier 60 and
entertainment. Cost of admission will be $8 for adults,
$4 for students 6 to 17 years old and $5 for seniors (55
& up), military, police and firefighters. Children 5 &
under are free. New this year is The Frenchy's Sand Bar,
with beer and wine for sale,11 am to 9 pm.

