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Quarterly meeting
Sunday March 1, 2020
Crook County History Center 1:00 P.M.
The winter quarterly meeting for the Crook County Historical Society will be held at the Crook County History
Center on Sunday March 1, 2020. The March meeting traditionally celebrates past and present Pioneer Queens.
The meeting will begin with a potluck dinner at 1:00 P.M. Please bring your own place setting. All members and
the general public are welcome to attend. Members please bring a guest.

FEATURED PROGRAM
Crooked River Wetlands Complex
Presented by Eric Klann
City of Prineville Engineer
City of Prineville Engineer Eric Klann will present a
program on the award winning Crooked River Wetlands Project.
In 2005 the City was informed that the wastewater treatment
facility being utilized needed to be replaced at a cost of $62
million. Development fees were raised to help plan for the
expensive project.
Alternative plans were reviewed to find more economical
and environmental friendly options. With the aid of some grants
test plots were constructed to utilize treated wastewater and it
was decided to go forth with the wetlands complex plan. Costs
were reduced from $62 million to just under $8 million. The
project had multiple benefits.
Ground breaking began in April 2016 and the grand
opening of the complex was on April 21, 2017. The 120 acre
complex is now a showcase for innovative waste water treatment.
In 2019 the complex was awarded the distinguished Grand
Award from the American Council of Engineering Companies.
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County Commissioner Brian Barney, City Engineer
Eric Klann and City Manager Steve Forrester receiving
national award for Crooked River Wetland Complex
project.
Page 1

President’s Message
I'm happy to be serving again this year as President of the
Crook County Historical Society board of directors. We welcome
new board member Phil Burgess who brings a love for this
community, business experience, and history of family in Crook
County.
We are looking forward to an exciting year at the Museum!
Plan to stop by to enjoy the updated photography exhibit, the new
Crook County rodder's exhibit, and Tuesday's People From Our
Past. Several board members are working on updating our presence
on social media so that with a quick look at your computer or
mobile device you'll be able to see what's happening at the
Museum.
This is the year we'll break ground on the new exhibit center as we transform the old Dairy Queen/Hans
Pharmacy building into a wonderful addition to the Museum with a facade the community will be proud of.
Thank you for your continued support and we'll see you Sunday, March 1st at the annual Pioneer Queen's
luncheon.

Marlise

directors corner
Happy (soon to be) spring, everyone – although it is snowing outside as I’m
writing this!
It’s incredible to believe, but I am now rapidly approaching my two year
anniversary here at the Bowman Museum – and what an exciting two years
it has been: the opening of Caboose Park, celebration of the 100th
anniversary of the railroad (and 150th anniversary of Prineville), the
successful launching of our living history program “People From Our
Past,” and the continued popularity of our seasonal group tours and spring
and fall lecture series.
The expansion of the Rancher’s Memorial – and our collections in
general – has been another great highlight. All of this has resulted in a dramatic increase in visitation, memberships, donations,
and reams of positive publicity all around. It’s wonderful to see – and all of us thank you for your support.
As exciting as these two years have been, we have an even more exciting future as our new exhibits center continues
to take shape.
As most of you know by now, the old Hans Pharmacy building – and before that both a gas station and a Dairy Queen
– is in the process of being converted into a new facility that will feature a continuous stream of changing exhibits ensuring
that visitors – especially local visitors -- will return often. Although the project will take some time, everyone is excited about
the idea…especially the community at large who has supported the Bowman Museum monumentally throughout the years.
Before I officially sign off, I’d like to express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to museum staffer Eloise
Brummer who will be leaving us at the end of March after ten full years. Words cannot express her total commitment to the
mission of the Bowman Museum in all areas, as I wish to convey my own personal thanks to Eloise for guiding me through
these initial two years with great knowledge and expertise…and, more importantly, with patience, humor and unmatched
kindness. Beloved by all, she will be missed!

Sandy
Crook County Historical Society

Page 2

Oregon’s Ghost Towns
by Phyllis and Jim Smith
$25.00
Paper

New Books at the Museum
Members Receive a 10% Discount
Forty Years a Forester
by Elers Koch
$24.95
Paper

227 Pages

This is a fascinating memoir
of one of the earliest forest
rangers in the west. Koch’s
career spanned from the start
of the Forest Service until the
1940's. It is a remarkable look
back to the days of early forest
management and the
difficulties and hardships
faced by early rangers. A
portion of the book recalls the
early fire fighting efforts
during the great northwest
fires of 1910. This book is the editor’s pick of the
quarter. It is a rare first hand look at the development of
the Forest Service. Highly recommended.
A Cowboy to Love
by Rick Steber
$15.00

Paper

This is the latest book by
prolific local writer Rick
Steber. He turns to a novel to
tell the tale of Josephine “Jo”
Walker. It follows the life of
Jo through some tumultuous
times and a torrid affair with a
married rodeo cowboy. As
usual Steber mesmerizes
readers with his flow of
narrative. His .loyal readers
will once again find a
fascinating story.
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225 Pages

216 Pages

This privately printed book
chronicles some of the many
ghost towns in Oregon.
It
includes many sites in Central
Oregon including Millican,
Ashwood, Richmond and Lone
Rock. It also contains photos
and illustrations.
Some
historical anecdotes are also
added to some of the tales of the
abandoned communities.

Entertaining Women
by Chris Enss
$16.95
Paper

216 Pages

The Gold Rush West had
numerous boomtowns and short
lived camps that sprung up
around the numerous gold
strikes. Most of the mining
work was tedious and boring.
Entrpreneurial women had
opportunities to separate the
miners from their money. Some
worked in brothels but other
women entertained the miners as
actresses, dancers and singers.
They brought enjoyments to the
dreary times of the mining
camps. This is a unique narrative of the forgotten women of
the gold rush era.

Cowboy Slang
by Edgar “Frosty” Potter
$9.95
Paper

133 Pages

This book is a collection of
fascinating and colorful sayings of
cowboys. It covers a variety of
phrases, a dictionary of horse terms
and some anecdotes.
It is a
humorous and informational small
book that is sure to entertain anyone
interested in the cowboy life.
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Memorials Since Nov. 2019
Ben Tennant
by Patricia Tennant
Eva Lydon
by Patricia Tennant
Frank Puddy
by Patricia Tennant
Walter Orum
by Barbara Groff
Ellie Debler Moe
by Barbara Groff
Calvin Shoemaker
by Stahancyk/Crawford Family
Keith Knoche
by John & Lynne Breese
Stahancyk/Crawford Family
Gail & Myra Cox
Nadeane (Reif) Silbernagel
Anonymous

Ray Demaris
by Snoden and Pat DeBoard
Dan J. Smith

Norman E. Alander
by Bonnie Ray Alander

Jo “Jodi” Eagan
by Fred & Betty Bushong
Steve Lent & Barbara Fontaine
Jane Foster Schroeder
by John & Lynne Breese
Thelma Robertson
by Dan J. Smith

Irene Duckett
by John & Lynne Breese
Jerry & Eloise Brummer
Stahancyk & Crawford families

Jim Smith
by Dan J. Smith
Archie Joslin
by Dan J. Smith

Craig Woodward
by Joyce Garrett
Fred & Betty Bushong

David McCoy
by Steve Lent & Barbara Fontaine
John & Lynne Breese
Pat Tennant
Jerry & Eloise Brummer

Diana Foster Ewing
by Joyce Garrett

Elsie (Noble) Peeler
by Joyce A. (Peeler) Clark

Ken & Lael Swager
Elizabeth Foster
David & Trish Owens
Michael Vandehey
Carrie Deaver Family
Calvan Mason
Michelle Cross
Larry & Dianna Scheffler
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Don Houk
by Gail & Myra Cox
Jerry & Eloise Brummer
Steve Lent & Barbara Fontaine
Glenn & Joyce Houston
Gordon Gillespie
Arline Welborn
by Dale & Nancy Conlee

Hazel Denton
by Dan J. Smith

Welcome New Members

Steven Ford
by Gordon & MaryLou Shortreed

Joyce Stearns Barney
by Jerry & Eloise Brummer
Steve Lent & Barbara Fontaine
Gail & Myra Cox
Kathi Friedman
Tom and Betty Evans
Mimi Goodwin Chitty
Pauline Shelk
by Steve Lent & Barbara Fontaine
Jerry & Eloise Brummer

Advanced Notice
June 13, 2020 Historical Tour
Following the Lost Meek Wagon Train
in Central Oregon
The June field trip will be an all day excursion visiting
sites along the Meek Wagon Trail in Crook and
Deschutes counties. Museum Historian Steve Lent
will be the tour guide. Tour details and sign-up will be
announced in the May newsletter. This has been one
of our most popular tours so stay tuned for upcoming
information. This tour was last given in 2012.
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Collections Corner
From the Desk of Kelsey Perrigo
Welcome to the New Year! Here at the Bowman Museum, we have been
hard at work working on refreshing and renovating a few of our permanent and
temporary exhibits and displays. One of these projects includes the ongoing
renovation of our photography exhibit, located on the second floor.
In 2019, we received a donation of a large platform bellows camera that had
once belonged to a local photographer named Lilly Wilson Curtis (1882-1974).
Lilly moved to Prineville in 1903 and originally worked as a schoolteacher.
After receiving training in photography in Portland, she purchased a camera and
opened a photography studio in Prineville, about a block from the Courthouse. Lilly
used her camera to take
photographs of the people and
places around her throughout her
life in Central Oregon.
Women
became
Lilly Wilson Curtis
increasingly involved in
photography after the turn of the
century. Despite the significant gender-based career limitations
of that era, photography was a field which could provide
women with many professional, educational, and creative
opportunities.
Both the camera and the platform were manufactured by
the Anthony & Scovill Company which was established in 1902
in Waterbury, Connecticut. The lens included with the donation Lilly and her husband Ellsworth Curtis, on the porch of
was manufactured by Wollensak, and has Lilly’s initials their homestead home at Bear Creek butte. The window
was taken from Lilly’s photography studio in Prineville.
(“L.W.C.”) engraved around the rim.

2019 Crook County Pioneer Queen
Lois Bussett Craddock
The 2019 Crook County Pioneer Queen is Lois Bussett
Craddock. Lois was born on March 14, 1936. Her parents were
Powell Butte farmers Lloyd and Evelyn Baty Bussett. Her
grandparents were among the first to settle in the Powell Butte
vicinity.
Lois attended local schools. She married Ken Craddock on
Oct. 13, 1956 at the Powell Butte Church. Lois spent 20 years driving
local school busses. She also worked at the Montgomery Ward, Sears
and Sprouse Ritz stores in Prineville. Lois and Ken had four
daughters and one son.
Lois’s grandmother, Nellie Brown Bussett was selected as a
pioneer queen in 1957. Her family has a long pioneer heritage in
Crook County.
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Lilly Wilson Curtis and Her Story of Early Prineville
by Toni Gilbert, granddaughter, Jefferson, Oregon
Contributors: Lyle Curtis, grandson, Logston, Oregon
Pioneer family: Lewis R. Wilson & Emma Merrick
Pioneer family: William and Georgena Watson-Curtis
Pioneer family: Ellsworth & Lilly Wilson-Curtis
Pioneer woman photographer and teacher: Lilly Wilson Curtis
Throughout history, people have used storytelling to pass on their knowledge. Important cultural events were
interwoven with personal perspectives as storytellers expressed what they heard from others and passed on what
they witnessed in their time. Verbal communication was transmitted from grandparent to grandchild, generation
after generation until the stories were recorded in some way. Certainly, many a good story has been lost in the cloud
of time’s passage, when there was no one to listen and to pass the tale along.
Many hours of my youth were spent in the kitchen and at the old sewing machine, with my grandmother
Lilly Wilson Curtis, as she passed on her knowledge, stories and life skills. When the chores were done, twilight
hours were set aside for reflection and if you visited her in the evening, she would tell stories of her youth that were
imbedded with the perceptions of the culture of her time. One of grandma’s stories took place in Prineville Oregon.
“That’s the woman I’m going to
marry,” Ellsworth Curtis said to his
friend when he saw red-haired Lilly
crossing a street in downtown Prineville
in 1906. Grandma, told me about how
she was dressed that fateful day: a
proper dress that was long and passed
her ankles and a “waist” blouse that had
long sleeves that covered her feminine
wrists. Women, she explained, “wore
bustles over the backside of their skirts,
to hide their buttocks and their blouses
had a lot of lace over their breasts so that
men couldn’t make out their female
shape.”
Lilly had a photography studio in
town. She took pictures of her
surroundings with a large wooden Ellsworth & Lilly Wilson Curtis inside their homestead cabin on Bear Creek
camera. The negative images were Buttes. Photo by Lilly Curtis.
stored on glass plates called tin types,
which were lost by thoughtless young grandsons with B-B guns. Surviving pictures are stored with several
descendants who live throughout Oregon.
At 25 years old, Lilly thought that she was too old to marry and had given up on the idea. She supplemented
her photography endeavor with teaching and taught school in Izee, McKay and Johnson Creek. She is listed in the
book Remembering School Days of Old Cook County, by Irene Helms. Ellsworth, also 25, worked as a ranch hand
and drove freight wagon between Prineville and Bend and probably other places too. Grandma told me that, a
proper woman rode side saddle on her horse because of her dress. She told me that women’s first trousers were big
bloomer type pants that were drawn up at the waist and at the ankle.
Early in the twentieth century, many people had gathered in Prineville to claim the free 180 acre land
donations. Lilly’s father, Lewis R. Wilson (Scottish decent) and his wife Emma Merrick Wilson (of Irish parentage)
brought their family to Prineville to get free land and to raise cattle. Because everyone in the family was of age, they
Crook County Historical Society
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were able to get 1200
acres. Lilly had her
own 180 and
Ellsworth probably did
too.
The Wilson
family and the Curtis
family (of English
decent) came to
Oregon on the same
wagon train. The
families knew each
other but Lilly and
Ellsworth didn’t meet
until Prineville. At the
end of the arduous
journey on the
Applegate trail, the
Wilson’s bought a
house and acreage
Plowing at Curtis homestead on Bear Creek Buttes. Field planted to oats. Photo by Lilly Curtis.
between Halsey and
Harrisburg and eventually moved back to it when they lost the Prineville property to taxes.
The Curtis family made their home 4 miles North of Harrisburg near Alford Station and Cemetery.
Ellsworth must have done as many young men and went off in search of adventure and fortune. As fortune would
have it, he found his bride in Prineville.
Lilly and Ellsworth were married in Prineville in June and moved to the homestead property South West
of Prineville on Reservoir
Road, approximately 6 miles
from town of Alfalfa. More
recently, a grandson, Lyle
Curtis, and his sons Douglas
and Lyle Jr. repurchased some
of the property. According to
Lyle Sr., there were 5,000
acres homesteaded in this area
during the time that our
grandparents were there.
After losing the
property, Ellsworth and Lilly
moved back to the Willamette
Valley ranch to raise a family
and to farm. In Lilly’s day,
married women were not
allowed to have careers, so
teaching was out. However,
she continued taking pictures
leaving us with a recording of
her time in images.
Hauling water from springs to Curtis homestead site. Photo by Lilly Curtis
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