
COVID-19 Tests  additional information at https://www.home-covid.me/

What is COVID-19?

COVID-19:  'CO' for corona, 'VI' for virus, and 'D' for disease, 19 for 2019 when it was identified.  

It spreads between people, often through breath droplets.  It can range from no symptoms, mild, 

to severe illness. Symptoms of COVID-19:

• Fever or chills

• Cough

• Shortness of breath

• New loss of taste or smell

• Fatigue

• Muscle or body aches

• Headache

• Sore throat

• Congestion or runny nose

• Nausea or vomiting

• Diarrhea

Call your medical provider for any symptoms that worry you

• Detect current

infection 

• Results may 

be less reliable 

for people without symptoms

• These tests are used in 

doctors' office to give a fast result

• Also called “home tests,” “at-home tests,” 

or “over-the-counter (OTC) tests.”

• These give a result in a few minutes 

If the result is positive

• The test found the virus and

you have an infection.

• Stay home for at least 5 days 

and isolate from others

If result is negative

• The test did not find the virus, 

but doesn’t rule out an infection.

• Consider repeating the test 24 to 48 

hours later. 

• Multiple negative tests increase the 

chance you do not have COVID-19, but 

the test is not perfect so there is still a 

small chance that you have COVID-19.

Rapid tests

• Lab tests are better 

at finding infection

than rapid tests

• Results are reliable 

for people with 

and without symptoms

• Also called an RT-PCR or NAAT test

• Results usually in 2-4 days

• No follow-up test required

If the result is positive

• The test found the virus, and you have 

an infection.

• Stay home for at least 5 days and isolate 

from others

Laboratory tests

COVID-19 continues to change, call your medical provider for any symptoms that worry you.

What does it mean if one test is 
negative another is positive?
• Tests are not perfect and can miss infection.

• If a test did not find infection, it may be that 

the sample (nasal or saliva) did not have 

enough infection in it.

• If any type of test is positive, it means you 

have an infection. 
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Do you currently have COVID-19?  There are two types of tests that tell if you

are currently infected with the virus that causes COVID-19, rapid tests and laboratory tests.

https://www.home-covid.me/
http://home-covid.me/Symptoms

