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Dear Friends  

I recently took a trip to Ghana that was meant to be for five weeks 
and turned out to be ten!  I arrived in Accra on 2nd March and as usual 
spent some days in the city to make contacts and enjoy some 
company in Accra.  After Sunday church and my favourite meal of 
chicken at rice I travelled by local transport to the home and school in 
the Eastern Region accompanied by one of the seniors who helped 
me with my luggage.  The kids were surprised and delighted to see me 
as I was to see them. 
 
The School: 
I began my visit on Monday morning by going to the school where I 
was given a warm welcome by the head teacher, staff and pupils.  
During that week I spent time with the head teacher and we talked 
over the state of affairs at the school and the new curriculum that had 
been introduced in Ghana schools.  I was told that GES had conducted 
tests at the school and were satisfied with the standard of teaching 
and were impressed by the building and its facilities.  However, the 
GES commented that the school should build a Junior Secondary 
School for continuation and progress of the school. 
I did the usual checking through paperwork and finances that I found 
to be kept in good order and drew up the accounts to date.  The 
teachers were working well and the new head teacher has settled in 
and made a marked difference to the school.  
The following Monday we had a staff meeting whereupon all the 
teachers made their contribution and accepted things that needed to 
be addressed.  They were delighted that funds were available to buy 
all the text books required to teach the new curriculum.   
Unfortunately by the end of that week the Covic 19 virus had come to 
Ghana and all schools were told by the government to close;  the 2nd 
term of the academic year could not be completed and a PTA meeting 
was not possible. 
However, we met as the PTA Executive to discuss matters of the 
school.  They suggested a loan be got to buy a school bus and agreed 
the PTA would sit to work out their way of contribution to the well 
being of the school. 
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While the school building was empty we had a thorough cleaning 
exercise and carried out some repairs to the school building.  We 
purchased most of the new text books and sorted out the school 
library and replenished it with more books appropriate to primary 
school age.  I was able to take gifts from UK for the school of 
colouring books, crayons, learning charts, and a set of drums and 
football from my grandchildren in the USA. 

The School Farm: 
During my time the rubber plantation was given fertilizer and cleared 
of weeds.  We hope very much the trees will be ready to tap rubber 
sap from next year.   The usual weeding of the site took place and we 
enjoyed eating fresh coconuts from the farm.  We were able to 
harvest delicious sweet oranges although the trees do need spraying 
against the plight that has attacked.  Two acres of land was cleared 
and okro and corn sown.  We are very fortunate the head teacher 
grew up in a farming family and is enthusiastic and knowledgeable in 
keeping the farm.  As the school is in a rural farming area I urged the 
head teacher to introduce farming project work in the school classes. 
 
The Orphanage: 
It was good to see all those at the home and as days went by all the 
seniors were sent home from senior high school, vocational school, 
and university - so we were a full house!  Everyone was in good 
health apart from one lad I realised had malaria but after blood tests 
and medication he very quickly recovered. 
I had some of the usual repairs done including replacement of a door 
arch that had been attacked by termites and moved the food store 
room to the admin block and redecorated what is the girls’ house 
hall. Electrical repairs were carried out by our capable young senior 
who has completed a four year course in electrical studies at 
vocational school.  It’s such a blessing for our seniors to be able and 
responsible to undertake painting and repairs in the home and that 
saves the agro with local tradesmen! 
In fact a great thing happened:  it is very difficult for young people to 
get employment in Ghana regardless of qualifications.  I decided 
before my trip to try and get an opportunity for this young man and 
although I cannot give details here I can say God has wonderfully 
answered prayer and opened doors for him. 
Donations of water buckets and sanitizing liquids were received 
because everyone was now being asked to wash their hands 
constantly and we stopped visitors to the home.  However, the kids 
occupied themselves by helping and playing endless games of cards 
and ludo.  Those who were university students also had to spend 
time doing their studies and submitting essays on line.  
I began prayer meetings every day at 5am which they had in the past 
but lapsed as most seniors are now away in term times.  We all took 
turns regardless of age in leading worship, bringing a word, and 

	

	
	

													

	

				
	

								 	

									
	

								 	

	
	

								 				

					

	

								

	

	

	

	

	



prayers.  On Sundays we had a service amongst ourselves and during 
my stay I brought some bible teaching that was most appreciated.    
Originally my plan was to stay in the Eastern Region for just three 
weeks and then go to the Western Region and there were other 
people for me to see in Accra.  Anyway, as lockdown was introduced 
in Ghana and my return to UK flight was cancelled again and again it 
became obvious this was a trip with a difference to I succumbed to 
making the most of my time in the Eastern Region.  Eventually I 
managed to get on a charter flight back to UK and parting was rather 
sad. 
 
Conclusion:  
It was good to see how the school was doing but there is still the 
need of its own school bus.  There is a good spot on the land for a JSS 
building should funds come in.  The kids from the home are 
achieving good results in their education.   
This trip was very different but I thank God for what was achieved 
and on reflection the time spent with the children and my colleagues 
was very precious.   
I’m so thankful to those who prayed and interceded for me through 
the difficulties and provision for material needs.  Also the school is 
tremendously grateful to Good Steward Ministries who support the 
school teachers’ salaries.  After twenty years this July Ghana is still a 
place and a people who are very much in my heart and what a 
fulfilling journey it’s been! 
 
 God richly bless you. 

Janet Wheeler 
 
 

   

		

	

	

	

	

	

	

							 	

	

	

		 	
			

				

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


