
President's Message

Spring is not even here yet, but Writers of Kern is bustling and blooming with events 
and activities! Here’s a quick peek at the calendar:

 Feb 7-May 14: The 2017 Blog Challenge. Not for the faint of heart; but, always 
a great experience for anyone who participants. 

 Feb 11: Murder Mystery Dinner. A great memory by the time this newsletter is
published, suffice to say, this will be the first of many to come.

 Feb 18: Mystery Writer, Mar Preston will speak at the monthly meeting 
keeping with our mystery-themed month.

 Mar 11: Annual Spring Conference. Our all-day something-for-everyone local 
event for writers of all levels and genres. Not only is it affordable, but you don’t 
have to drive to L.A. or San Francisco or book a flight to New York. It’s right 
here in B-town!

 April 22 (the fourth Saturday), Jennifer Burger will speak on Narrative 
Nonfiction.

 May 20: WOK Honors, our annual event where we recognize writers for their 
accomplishments.


Whew! And that just the next few months. I realize it’s a lot to expect everyone to 
attend every event and sometimes it seems overwhelming to figure out what is best for 
your writing and your budget. So here are my suggestions:
First, I always encourage writers to attend the monthly meetings. Not only will you hear
from a professional about writing, you can chat with other writers, ask questions, and be
with like-minded folks who understand what it’s like to wake up at 4:30 am, grab a 
notebook, and sketch out the beginning of an amazing story.

Meeting Schedule 2017
Mark your personal calendars for these dates

February 18, 2017
Mar Preston, Sisters in Crime

“The Structure Underlying All Crime Fiction Novels”

March 11, 2017
Annual Spring Conference

4 Fantastic Speakers!
8am – 4pm at Hodel’s Liberty Hall

April 22, 2017 (4th Saturday)
 Jennifer Burger, CSUB

“Narrative Nonfiction and the Human Experience”

May 20, 2017
WOK Honors Dinner

Hodel’s
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Next, I suggest the Conference. (See above reasons for attending a monthly meeting, 
but on a immense scale.) It’s almost like four monthly meetings, plus amazing food, and
the chance to mingle with writers outside the Bakersfield area. And, if you are serious 
about taking your writing to the next level, you need to be at our conference. 

Lastly, for a fabulous night of fun, food, and featured guests you should plan on 
attending WOK Honors. It’s a red-carpet event designed to honor our local writers. 
From the recipients of the Young Writers of Kern writing competition, to published 
authors, to Peggy Connelly Scholarship winners, new Active members, and Blog 
Challenge survivors, it’s a night to celebrate the craft we are all so passionate about. 
Make a commitment to yourself and attend as many events as possible. The Board 
planned each event with you in mind. Not only to build your writing skills and provide 
fresh new ideas and viewpoints, but to have a chance to meet and learn from each other.

Joan Raymond

It's Time to Register for the WOK Spring Conference!

Are you ready to catch some inspiration to continue with your work in progress?  Write 
family stories that connect with your loved ones? Are you curious to experience new 
genres? Learn how to produce effective query letters and pitch your work? Become 
inspired to pursue publishing and see where it takes you? 

If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, we have an event for you! WOK’s 
Annual Spring Conference.  From now until March 4th, registration is a 
fabulous deal at $50 for WOK and CWC members, non-members pay $75, and full-time
students with school ID only $25. Spend the day, from 8am to 4pm, Saturday, March 11,
2017, at Hodel’s Liberty Hall. Registration includes continental breakfast, a lunch 
buffet, and snacks.

Coming Soon!
Writers of Kern is proud to announce the upcoming

publication of Overcoming Adversity an anthology of
winning entries from the Young Writers of Kern
Competition held this past May. Watch for more

information about pre-sales and release date coming in
early 2017!

Now here's a teaser – the cover art.  You could win the
original, framed and signed.  Draw tickets are available

at Members meetings.
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Do you have your books or related materials to sell?  We have table space for vendors. 
Members: $10 per half table; all others, $20. To reserve Vendor Space, email 
sunshine@writersofkern.com .  Don’t miss this gem of a conference. Register today to 
reserve your spot and reap the savings. After March 4th, prices will increase to $95 for 
both members and non-members.

18 February Meeting
 

The Structure Underlying All Crime Fiction Novels

February Speaker:  Mar Preston, Mystery Writer

Everyone loves a good mystery. Just look at the best seller lists. Mystery author Mar 
Preston will clue attendees in to “The Structure Underlying All Crime Fiction Novels” 
at the Writers of Kern February 18 meeting held at Hodel’s from 8:45 to 11:30. 

Preston will discuss the underlying structure and rules of crime fiction. “The rules may 
not be apparent but they're there,” she says. “Learn about developing your six essential 
characters, choosing a method of murder, and writing the final chase and capture 
scene.” Preston will also show how writers can use their unique life experience to write 
a mystery that satisfies the reading public’s “insatiable demand for crime fiction.”

A writing teacher and speaker, Mar Preston has written four eBooks on the topic, 
“Writing Your First Mystery.” She is the author of four semi-hardboiled crime fiction 
novels featuring Detective Dave Mason of the Santa Monica Police Department and his 
girlfriend Ginger McNair, a community activist. A second series features a Kern County
Sheriff’s Detective and his unwilling ally, a village security patrol officer.

From California Writers Club. 
Don’t take it as formal endorsement, but clearly, these are 
reputable operations. 

1) CWC will have our usual table at the San Francisco 
Writers Conference, staffed by volunteers from the 
NorCal Group, Feb. 16-19.  (https://sfwriters.org/prepost-
open-enrollment-classes/ ).
2) Publishers Weekly’s PW Select: “When you pay $149 
to participate in PW Select, your book appears in: 
Publishers Weekly's print and digital edition, the home 
page of PublishersWeekly.com, the home page of 
BookLife.com, BookLife's weekly email newsletter to 
18,000 recipients, BookLife's Twitter and Facebook 
channels, Plus you receive: a six month digital 
subscription to Publishers Weekly, a one year digital 
subscription to Publishers Weekly's PW Select monthly 
supplement, a listing of your book in Publishers Weekly's 
special announcements database powered by Edelweiss 
which reaches tens of thousands of booksellers, librarians 
and reviewers, and a free copy of the Publishers Weekly 
print issue in which your listing appears.” 
3) Reported in PW 2/7/17: “LitMag, a new literary 
magazine, is now accepting submissions. It will pay 
writers $250 for poetry and any online work and $1,000 
for fiction in the print edition.“ Submission is online 
through Submittable. They do not want previously 
published work.   litmag.com.
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January 2017 Meeting 

The January meeting included a talk by Joan Kerr on how to transform a travel journal 
ino a travel tale.  She drew a sharp distinction between the travel journal – a lode of raw
notes and impressions – and a travel tale, a polished work of creative non-fiction.  But 
first she explained why a writer should choose to travel in the first place, to endure 
'three weeks with a carry-on.'  People travel for work or for relaxation, to sight-see or 
for personal reasons like genealogy research, but above all to meet people [and animals]
different from those at home.

Her journals are written, often hurriedly, during intervals of necessary waiting or 
idleness; but also as scheduled end-of-day events to capture impressions and memories 
before they can fade.  She writes with a tablet and a roll-up keyboard to save space, or 
with the old reliable pocket notebook and ballpoint pen.  Both work, both are easily 
portable.  She writes fast; editing can follow later.  She includes all the highlights of the 
day, with specific details of sights, smells, sounds, locations: an inner journey of honest,
personal, incensored thoughts and her as-it-happens immediate reactions and accurate 
descriptions.

Later, when traveling is done, she revises and rewrites at home.  Now she can be 
selective, contemplative, telling her chosen stories with focus and purpose.  The stories 
are her own, based on her journaled incidents, revealing how encounters on a voyage of 
self-discovery end with personal transformations.

2017 TRI-VALLEY WRITERS CONFERENCE
SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 2017

The Tri-Valley Writers Conference is a full day event on 
the art and business of writing. Held Saturday, April 22, 
2017, the focus will be on craft, marketing and self-
publishing. Attendees will have an opportunity to win 
$150 in prizes. This is a great way to network with 
authors, marketers and innovators who share a passion for
writing.
Date: Saturday, April 22, 2017
Time: 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
http://www.trivalleywriters.org/conferences/conference20
17/registration/

Regular monthly meetings are held the third Saturday of 
each month (with the exception of special events in 
March, May, and December). 

Meetings are held at Hodel's.  Route 99, Olive Dr West 
turnoff, right turn onto Knudsen, big sign.  Cost is $10 for
members, $15 for visitors.  Hodel’s breakfast buffet is 
included and available from 8:45-9:30. See 
www.writersofkern.com to pay admission online. 

New members are always welcomed, both Active 
[previously published] and Associate [not yet published].  
Writers of Kern energetically assists Associate Members 
who aspire to become Active.
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The Murder Mystery Dinner

Nearly 80 people attended WOK's first-ever Murder Mystery Dinner. Guests came from
all over to join in the fun, including one couple traveling from Delaware. They saw the 
article in the paper and signed up! After a wonderful dinner, Daniel Michael Stallings, 
founder of Master Mystery Productions, started the show. Attendees were divided into 
groups by tables which were named after western mining towns. After being able to 
examine 'evidence' for three minutes, teams worked together to come up with questions 
pertaining to the bones found in the abandoned Broken Heart Mine. Teams gathered 
clues, found secret evidence, and worked feverishly to come up with 'whodunnit,' 'how 
was it done,' and 'why.' After several hours, teams submitted their guesses hoping to 
solve the mystery. In the end, Team Vulture City answered all three questions correctly 
and were awarded golden bones and a round of applause from the other teams. Kudos to
Daniel for writing a wonderful mystery and thanks to everyone who attended.

Peggy Connelly Scholarship

The 2017 Peggy Connelly Scholarship award application period will be announced at 
the Writers of Kern Spring Conference Saturday, March 11, 2017. The Peggy Connelly 
Scholarship honors children’s author Peggy Connelly who was a long-time member of 
Writers of Kern. The scholarship In 2016, WOK awarded three $500 scholarships to 
support new and established writers of children’s literature. 

Call for Volunteers

Board members (officers, chairs, and teams) serve from July 1 to June 30 of the 
following year. This year we are looking for a new treasurer, along with adding 
members to our publicity team. If you are interested in volunteering a few hours a 
month and making a difference in Writing of Kern, please email 
president@writersofkern.com for more details. 

Writers of Kern welcomes submissions of members’
writing for the newsletter and the website. Send prose,
memoir, poetry and essays to the Webmaster, and send

book reviews and articles of general interest to the
newsletter editor.

***************

The Write Way
February 2017

Copyright The Writers of Kern
PO Box 22335

Bakersfield, CA 93390-2335 

     **********     
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The WoK  A-thru-Z Blog Challenge, 2017

The 2017 WOK Blog Challenge is underway! With 13 bloggers participating we’re 
looking forward to a variety of great posts. The goal: 26 posts over 13 weeks. Who will 
survive to the end and be recognized at our May WOK Honors event? Bloggers will 
share their blog posts links on our WOK Facebook page. If you haven’t joined, click on 
the link and keep up to date on everything WOK related. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/95572300558/ 

Celebrating Poets of the San Joaquin

The San Joaquin Valley is known for agriculture, oil, and country music, but down 
through the years, it has also produced a number of major poets. Thursday, February 16,
at 7:00 pm, the Levan Center of Bakersfield College will present Valley Poets: A 
Celebration. The reading will encompass work by eight poets born in the Valley who 
have achieved a national reputation.

Don Thompson, the inaugural poet laureate of Kern County and host of this event, said, 
“People would be surprised by how many prominent contemporary poets were born 
within a hundred miles of Bakersfield." Award-winner Gary Soto and U.S. poet laureate
Juan Felipe Herrera are both from the Fresno area. Bakersfield-born, Pulitzer prize 
nominee, Frank Bidart, had a poem published in the New Yorker magazine.
 
Local poets or advocates for the arts will introduce each of the eight poets to be 
showcased and read a selection from that poet’s work. Writers of Kern members Portia 
Choi and Annis Cassells are among the participants.This free program is open to the 
public. Parking is free.  Further information from the Levan Center, 661-395-  4431.

The Writers of Kern Executive Board

President & Program Chair:
Joan Raymond

president@writersofkern.com

Vice President: Dan McGuire
vicepresident@writersofkern.com

Treasurer & Webmaster 
Dennis VanderWerff

treasurer@writersofkern.com
webmaster@writersofkern.com

Secretary: Janet Skibinski
secretary@writersofkern.com

Membership: Jenny Estes
membership@writersofkern.com

Critique Coordinator: Clarissa Kae
critiques@writersofkern.com

Newsletter: Ian Cant
newsletter@writersofkern.com

Member-at-Large, CB Rep &
SoCal District Rep: Dan McGuire

Hospitality/Sunshine: Annis Cassells
sunshine@writersofkern.com

Events: 
events@writersofkern.com

Information:
info@writersofkern.com

Submissions:
submissions@writersofkern.com

Website: 
 www.writersofkern.com

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/writersofkern/
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Young Writers of Kern

Writers of Kern participated in a February 9, 2017 reception sponsored by the Kern 
County Bar Association. The reception honored the legal community's special 
relationship with Kern County high schools through its Mock Trial and We the People 
Constitution Day programs. Writers of Kern's Young Writers of Kern Essay 
Competition were also acknowledged. Photo below shows Writers of Kern accepting a
generous donation from the Kern Community Foundation in support of the Young 
Writers of Kern Essay Competition.

Community service benefits givers and receivers alike.

The Writers of Kern A thru Z Blog Challenge 2017

Blogs can be found here as they appear:

Terry Redman: https://terrysdesk.com

Donnee Harris: http://good-bad-
bipolardisorder.blogspot.com/

Joan Kerr: www.travelswithrobby.com

Jenny Estes -- jennyestes.org

Martha Warriner:  marthawarrinerjarrett.com

Anna Stewart: ontheink.blogspot.com

Sandy Moffett:  www.sandymoffett.com 

Joan Raymond:
http://joanraymondwriting.com/blog/

Judy Kukuruza: definitionstruths.blogspot.com

Ian Cant: www.khotisarque.com

Note: not all these sites are clickable yet.  Look out for 
an e-mail blast with an update.
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