
Writers of Kern  1 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our June Speakers 

Husband and wife Larry and 
Lorna Collins team up to present 
“The Times, They Are 
a’Changin’” at the June 20th 
Writers of Kern meeting.  

 
In addition to being successful 
co-writers and authors of a series 
of 'cozy' mysteries, they are also 
editors, and publishers whose 
experiences with traditional 
publishing led them in a new 
direction. “After nearly ten years 
in the industry [published by 
smaller indie, traditional, non-
advance, royalty-paying 
publishers], we felt we knew 
enough about the inner workings 
to self-publish.” 

 
During their presentation, Larry 
and Lorna will define the 
distinction between subsidy 
publishing, vanity press, and self-
publishing. Plus, they will talk 
about the process and 
requirements for those who 
choose to go the self-publishing 
route.  

 
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Larry	  and	  Lorna	  were	  

both	  on	  the	  team	  that	  built	  the	  
Universal	  Studios	  Japan	  theme	  
park	  in	  Osaka.	  As	  Project	  
Engineer,	  Larry	  was	  
responsible	  for	  the	  Jurassic	  
Park,	  JAWS	  and	  Water	  World	  
attractions.	  Lorna	  worked	  
along-‐side	  her	  husband	  as	  the	  
Document	  Control	  Supervisor	  
in	  the	  Osaka	  field	  office.	  Those	  
experiences	  inspired	  their	  
acclaimed	  memoir,	  31	  Months	  
in	  Japan:	  The	  Building	  of	  a	  
Theme	  Park.	  	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
M
a
n
d
y
 
W
a
l
l 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

June 2015 
Volume 3, Issue 6 

 
Writers of Kern 
PO BOX 22335 

Bakersfield, CA 93390 
 

Writers of Kern 
Executive Board 

 
President & Program Chair: 
Joan Raymond 
president@writersofkern.com 
 
Vice President & Webmaster: 
Dennis VanderWerff 
webmaster@writersofkern.com 
 
Treasurer: Clarissa Kae 
treasurer@writersofkern.com 
 
Secretary: Janet Skibinski 
secretary@writersofkern.com 
 
Membership: Jason Brown 
membership@writersofkern.com 
 
Newsletter: Annis Cassells, 
Terry Redman 
newsletter@writersofkern.com 
 
Member-at-Large, CB Rep & 
Southern California District Rep 
Dan McGuire 
 
Hospitality/Sunshine:  
Annis Cassells 
sunshine@writersofkern.com 
 
 

 

 
 
 
The Write Way is published monthly in 
Bakersfield, California. 
The deadline for submission of news 
articles is the first day of the month of 
publication. Send to 
newsletter@writersofkern.com 
 

³  ³³  
 

The Writers of Kern website seeks and 
welcomes submissions of members’ 
writing for the website blog. Prose, 
memoir, poetry, essays, and book 
reviews should be sent to 
submissions@writersofkern.com 
 



President’s Message 
June 2015 

 
As we come to the end of 

our 2014-
2015 year 
at Writers 
of Kern, I 
want to 
thank 
everyone 
who made 
this past 

WOK year the best ever. From 
our many encouraging speakers 
throughout the year, to our 
motivating Writers' Conference in 
April, and our incredible WOK 
Honors Dinner in May you've all 
made a difference in letting Kern 
County and CWC know we are 
the first class writing club in the 
Valley.  Thank you Board and 
countless volunteers. You are the 
heart and soul of WOK. 

 
Moving forward, one of 

the things I really enjoy 
celebrating is members' writing 
accomplishments. Whether it's 
sending in your first submission, 
receiving yet another rejection, or 
sharing a publication, everything 
you do to move your writing 
forward is praiseworthy.  This 
was evident at WOK Honors, 
seeing the endless smiles on the 
faces of the twelve students as 
they were recognized for their 
winning entries. At the end of the 
evening we saw those same 
smiles on the faces of our WOK 
members as they received their 
Active pins.  

 
After the pinning 

ceremony, WOKians approached 
me asking how one can earn 
Active membership. Rather than 
being based on attendance, Active 
status is based on a point system 
of your publications, whether 

print, digital, traditionally 
published and/or self-published. 
Members start as Associates, but 
can petition for Active status by 
showing they've earned at least 
15 qualifying points based on 
criteria established by California 
Writers Clubs (CWC) and 
adopted by WOK. These 
guidelines ensure WOK remains 
a professional writing club by 
having 51% or more of our 
members in Active status.  

 
You might wonder, how 

the points are broken down. One 
example: maintaining an active 
blog - 3 points, having a self-
published book with a 
distribution and marketing plan - 
10 points, winning 2nd place in 
our Fall Writing Contest – 2 
points (total 15 points). At the 
June 20th meeting I'll also be 
going over all the details and 
answering questions. After the 
meeting the complete list of 
points including traditionally, 
digitally, and self-published work 
will be posted to our website.  

 
For those already Active, 

you don't need to re-qualify. Once 
you are Active you remain Active 
unless your membership lapses. 
Then you will need to re-petition 
for Active status. Gentle 
reminder: membership renewals 
are due now and must be paid by 
August 31 to avoid lapsing.  

 
Being an Associate or 

Active member of WOK has its 
privileges. Reduced door fee and 
being eligible for our critique 
groups and special members-only 
special dinner events.  Being an 
Active member is an 
accomplishment and is 
recognized by our own WOK 
Active Member Pin. Do you have 
one? Wear it proudly. Do you 

want one? Come to the June 
meeting for all the details. 

 
-Joan  

 
WOK receives CWC 
mini-grant  
WOK’s involvement in setting 
young authors on their writing 
journeys by acknowledging their 
abilities, and encouraging them to 
believe in themselves and keep 
going earned a $250 mini-grant 
through the SoCal region of the 
California Writers Club. 

 
As part of the California Writers’ 
Club mission statement, branches 
are encouraged to provide 
educational programs for adults 
and promote youth programs. The 
SoCal region accepts applications 
from its branches for mini-grants 
of $200 or $250. 

  
WOK’s connection and work 
with the Young Writers of Kern 
Writing Competition is a prime 
example of how this money 
should be designated. Dennis 
VanderWerff, YWOK liaison and 
advisor, applied for a grant and 
we were awarded $250.  These 
funds will be added to the Young 
Writers of Kern competition prize 
money pool for 2016. The CWC 
grant puts YWOK sponsors well 
on their way in their fundraising 
efforts.  

 
-TWW  
 
Ancillary Justice by Ann 
Leckie 
 
She calls herself Breq of the 
Gerentate.  This is a lie.  She 
knows, all too well, the fate that 
awaits her should anyone 
recognize her as the last living 
ancillary body of the ship called 
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Justice of Toren.  Humans are 
discomfited by the nature of the 
ancillary bodies, harvested from 
the worlds the Radch has 
conquered and altered to serve.  
And the Radch empire will kill 
her if they learn her mission.  For 
both reasons, she cannot afford 
for anyone to learn who and what 
she is.  But, somehow, she cannot 
bring herself to kill or abandon 
Seivarden (a drug-addict and one 

of her former officers) when Breq 
finds her beaten and abandoned in 
the snow. 
 
Justice of Toren’s tale is told 
through her ancillary form as she 
struggles to complete the last 
orders she was given, to reconcile 
the mercies she offers Seivarden 
with her remembered dislike for 
the same, while flashing back to 
memories of her last mission as a 
ship with a full complement of 
ancillary bodies serving at the 
command of Lieutenant Awn at 
Shis’urna. 
 

Told 
through the 
eyes of a 
Radch 
warship, a 
consciousne
ss now 
trapped in a 
singular 
human body 

with a language that does not 
distinguish gender, this is a tale of 
revenge, of personal 
responsibility, personal guilt and 
the internal struggles we all face 
in determining what is right, what 
is smart and those very brief 
moments when doing one or the 
other might actually make a 
difference. 
 
I found the book fascinating.  The 
perspective is unique, sterile in 
some respects as one might 
expect from a ship.  But, as the 
narrative progresses and the 
reader realizes the deadly intent 
of what should be an impartial 
voice, we get tantalizing glimpses 
into the conflicted and growing 
conscience of a surprisingly 
human observer of humanity.  
The lack of gender identity is 
troublesome only at first as 
expectations are quickly dashed.  

Persons referred to as she are 
sometimes clarified as male but 
are often left ambiguous in a 
deliberate but intriguing move by 
the author (so I believe) to 
highlight how little such 
distinctions matter.  
 
I enjoyed the book very much.  I 
thought the voice was intriguing 
and the story gripping from 
beginning to nearly the very end.  
The ending itself, without giving 
it away, was not as strong as the 
lead-up.  But, in the end, I’d 

definitely 
recommen
d it. 
 
Reviewed 
by Anna 
Stewart 
 
 

Possible Contests of 
Interest 
 
1. Golden Quill Awards, entries 
accepted April 1 – July 15, 2015. 
This is in association with the 
Central Coast Writers 
Conference. This year’s theme is 
“transformation” and there are 
three categories: Short 
fiction/prose, Poetry, Flash 
Fiction. There are cash prizes and 
entries. 
www.thegoldenquillawards.com. 
 
2. The 2015 Sledgehammer 36-
Hour Writing Contest, now in its 
eight year, incorporates a 
scavenger hunt, four writing 
prompts, a 36-hour deadline, the 
option to write as a team or solo, 
and more than $1,000 in cash 
prizes. Writers of all ages can 
participate individually or as 
teams and from anywhere in the 
world. This year's contest will 

 
“From Inspiration  

to Publication” 
 

Writers of Kern Calendar 
 

June 20, 2015 
Larry & Lorna Collins 

“The Times, They are a’Changing” 
 

July 18, 2015 
Judy Salamacha 
“A Novel Way  

to Write a History Book” 
 

August 15, 2015 
Mike Hancock 
“Into the Wild” 

 
September 19, 2015 

Robert Price, 
The Bakersfield Californian 

 
October 17, 2015 
Heather Lazare, 

Freelance 
Editor/Publishing/Pitching 

 
November 21, 2015 

Mark Bagby 
“Mark Twain” 

 
December 12, 2015 

(2nd Saturday) 
 

Winter Dinner 
for Members and their guests only 

 
Fall Writing Contest Winners 

and Blog Challenge Participants 
Announced 

 
New Active Members Pinned 



take place July 25–26. 
www.sledgehammercontest.com. 
 
3. California Historical Society 
Book Award call for manuscript – 
carries a $5,000 advance and 
publication by Heyday Books/ 
co-published by California 
Historical Society. 
https://heydaybooks.com/chsbook
award/ 
 
4. Central Coast Writer’s 
Conference – dinner, multiple-
creators panel, nine tracks, 55 
workshops, booths, Sept 18-20 
(http://cuesta.edu/communityprog
rams/writers-conference/) and 
 
5. Central Coast Book and 
Author’s Fair, Pismo Beach, 
September 20, public admission 
free 
(www.CentralCoastBookAndAut
horFair.blogspot.com)  
 
6. The 13th Oregon Coast 
Children’s Book Writers 
Workshop “right beside the 
ocean, overlooking giant rocks 
where sea lions lounge and snort. 
Eagles soar overhead. Whales 
spout.” Instructors are authors, 
editors from major houses, and an 
agent.www.occbww.com. 
 
7. “Publishing 101: The   
Publishers Weekly Introduction 
to Publishing & Self-Publishing” 
by Rachel Deal. An original e-
book selling for $1.99 from 
www.PublishersWeekly,com/Pub
101. 
 
2015 Jack London 
Award Recipient 
	  
Every	  other	  year,	  each	  CWC	  
branch	  may	  nominate	  one	  
member	  to	  receive	  the	  Jack	  
London	  Award	  in	  recognition	  of	  
outstanding	  service	  to	  the	  

organization.	  The	  award	  honors	  
a	  member	  whose	  service	  to	  the	  
CWC	  and/or	  a	  branch	  has	  been	  
exemplary.	  The	  merit	  of	  the	  
award	  is	  in	  the	  service,	  
independent	  of	  writing	  
accomplishments.	  
	  
The	  Writers	  of	  Kern	  2015	  Jack	  
London	  Award	  recipient	  is	  
Dennis	  VanderWerff.	  
Dennis	  has	  demonstrated	  a	  
desire	  to	  help	  writers	  excel	  and	  
to	  further	  WOK’s	  goals	  ever	  
since	  he	  attended	  his	  first	  
meeting	  more	  than	  four	  years	  
ago.	  	  
	  
The	  club’s	  Vice	  President,	  he	  
has	  hosted	  monthly	  meetings	  
and	  acted	  as	  the	  master	  of	  

ceremonies	  
for	  our	  
special	  
dinner	  
events.	  Last	  
year	  he	  was	  
the	  featured	  
speaker	  at	  a	  
monthly	  
meeting,	  
presenting	  a	  

workshop	  on	  journaling.	  
As	  a	  member	  of	  the	  executive	  
board,	  and	  with	  a	  genuine	  
interest	  in	  supporting	  striving	  
writers,	  Dennis	  chairs	  the	  
Peggy	  Connelly	  Scholarship	  
committee	  and	  is	  WOK’s	  liaison	  
and	  advisor	  for	  the	  Young	  
Writers	  of	  Kern	  Writing	  
Competition.	  
	  
Dennis	  envisions	  possibilities	  
and	  moves	  to	  make	  them	  
reality.	  He	  created	  and	  
maintains	  the	  Writers	  of	  Kern	  
website,	  now	  an	  informative,	  
up-‐to-‐date,	  user-‐friendly	  
instrument	  and	  resource.	  He	  
designed	  our	  club	  banner,	  

newsletter	  masthead,	  and	  
recognition	  certificates.	  	  
When	  you	  step	  through	  the	  
door	  of	  a	  Writers	  of	  Kern	  event,	  
you	  may	  end	  up	  in	  a	  photo	  on	  
the	  website	  or	  in	  the	  newsletter	  
thanks	  to	  Dennis,	  our	  official	  
photographer.	  
	  
His	  professionalism,	  skills,	  and	  
commitment	  have	  had	  a	  
tremendous	  effect	  on	  the	  
growth	  and	  success	  of	  Writers	  
of	  Kern.	  We	  are	  fortunate	  to	  
have	  him	  among	  us.	  	  
With	  great	  pride,	  Writers	  of	  
Kern	  names	  Dennis	  
VanderWerff	  as	  our	  recipient	  of	  
the	  2015	  California	  Writers	  
Club	  Jack	  London	  Award.	  
	  
The Writers of Kern Honors 
Dinner 

	  
Did	  you	  see	  the	  excited	  

kids	  and	  their	  proud	  parents?	  Did	  
you	  receive	  your	  Active	  Member	  
pin	  or	  become	  inspired	  by	  the	  
many	  that	  did?	  If	  you	  took	  a	  pass	  
on	  the	  WOK	  Honors	  Dinner,	  you	  
missed	  a	  remarkable	  event	  -‐-‐	  
complete	  with	  a	  tuxedoed	  Dennis	  
VanderWerff	  as	  master	  of	  
ceremonies.	  

Approximately	  120	  proud	  
parents	  and	  families,	  school	  
administrators,	  teachers,	  local	  
dignitaries,	  competition	  
organizers,	  Writers	  of	  Kern	  
members,	  and	  guests	  turned	  out	  to	  
honor,	  encourage,	  and	  celebrate	  
writers	  -‐-‐	  youthful	  and	  seasoned.	  	  

	  
We	  paid	  tribute	  to	  twelve	  

outstanding	  middle	  school	  
students	  who	  attend	  Paul	  L.	  Cato	  
Middle	  School,	  Downtown	  
Elementary	  School,	  Fruitvale	  
Junior	  High,	  McFarland	  Middle	  
School,	  and	  Pond	  School.	  In	  
recognition	  of	  their	  compelling	  
essays	  on	  the	  topic	  “Should	  the	  U.S.	  
Pass	  Immigration	  Reform?”	  each	  
winner	  was	  awarded	  a	  cash	  prize	  



Writers of Kern  5 

and	  received	  a	  journal	  and	  student	  
membership	  in	  Writers	  of	  Kern.	  

	  
From	  talking	  with	  the	  

students,	  I	  think	  Anahi	  Zavala,	  
from	  Pond	  School,	  summed	  up	  
how	  they	  felt.	  “I’m	  very	  proud	  of	  
myself	  for	  being	  a	  part	  of	  the	  
Young	  Writers	  of	  Kern	  
competition.	  I’m	  also	  very	  honored	  
to	  be	  chosen	  as	  one	  of	  the	  best	  
writers	  of	  Kern.”	  	  

	  

Our	  Student	  Honorees	  
Elleigh	  Davis,	  Downtown	  
Elementary	  School,	  8th	  grade,	  
McKall	  Henrie,	  Paul	  L.	  Cato	  
Middle	  School,	  8th	  grade,	  Ana	  
Rodriquez,	  Pond	  School!	  7th	  
grade,	  Maddie	  Hutson,	  Downtown	  
Elementary	  School,	  8th	  grade,	  
Breanna	  Hodgeman,	  Pond	  School,	  
7th	  grade,	  David	  Schwartz,	  
Fruitvale	  Junior	  High	  School,	  8th	  
grade,	  Anahi	  Zavala,	  Pond	  School,	  
7th	  grade,	  Leah	  Truitt,	  Downtown	  
Elementary	  School,	  8th	  graders,	  
Gustavo	  Valenzuela,	  McFarland	  
Middle	  School,	  6th	  grade,	  Isabel	  
Iturriria,	  Downtown	  Elementary	  
School,	  8th	  grade,	  Charles	  Rous,	  
Downtown	  Elementary	  School,	  8th	  
grade,	  Gabriella	  Lara,	  Pond	  
School,	  7th	  grade	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

WOK	  Recipients	  Pinned	  to	  note	  
Active	  Status	  

	  
	  
Nineteen	  of	  WOK’s	  49	  members	  
who	  have	  attained	  Active	  status	  
received	  their	  specially	  designed	  
pins.	  
	  

	  
	  
Maureen	  Wyric,	  daughter	  of	  Peggy	  
Connelly,	  presented	  WOK’s	  $1,000	  
Peggy	  Connelly	  Scholarship	  check	  
to	  Young	  Writers	  of	  Kern	  Writing	  
Competition	  to	  kick	  off	  their	  2016	  
fundraising	  efforts.	  John	  Hefner	  
accepted	  the	  check	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  
competition.	  
	  

	  
	  
It	  was	  an	  honor	  and	  pleasure	  to	  
meet	  Robert	  Hargreaves’s	  sisters,	  
Anne	  Lee	  and	  Lora	  Kendrick,	  as	  we	  

unveiled	  the	  Robert	  C.	  Hargreaves	  
Achievement	  Award	  for	  members	  
who	  become	  traditionally	  
published.	  
	  
“My	  sister	  Lora	  and	  I	  are	  grateful	  
for	  the	  invitation	  to	  be	  here	  for	  the	  
presentation	  of	  the	  achievement	  
award	  [named	  for]	  our	  brother	  
Robert	  Hargreaves.	  To	  quote	  from	  
his	  book,	  remember	  to	  “listen	  to	  
the	  chickens,”	  Anne	  said.	  	  
	  
We	  closed	  the	  evening	  with	  
congratulations,	  hugs,	  and	  more	  
photos	  being	  shot	  by	  Jim	  Faulkner	  
and	  David	  and	  Lori	  Wolf,	  all	  of	  
whom	  took	  pictures	  throughout	  
the	  evening.	  	  
	  
“What	  a	  special	  evening,	  
generously	  organized	  by	  the	  
Writers	  of	  Kern.	  [	  It	  ]served	  to	  
acknowledge,	  inspire,	  and	  reward	  
students	  who	  excelled	  in	  writing.	  
Hopefully	  this	  will	  help	  provide	  an	  
avenue	  which	  they	  may	  follow	  for	  
a	  lifetime	  of	  writing,”	  said	  parent	  
David	  Rous.	  	  
	  
That’s	  the	  WOK	  hope	  and	  mission,	  
Mr.	  Rous.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

“It was a wonderful experience. 
It is an inspiration being here 
with all the young writers. I am 
so proud of my daughter.” 
Esther Zavala 
 
“An amazing event. It is nice to 
see an organization that builds 
character in our children.” 
Stephen Henrie, Parent 
(Quotes from WOK Honors 
Dinner Attendees) 
 



Photos by Dennis VanderWerff, Joan Kerr, Jim Faulkner, Joan Kerr and David & 
Lori Wolf. 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Annis & Dennis enjoying his 
announcement as our winner of 
The Jack London Award 
 
 

Excited attendees 
 

Jim Faulkner and Dennis  John Hefner, David Wolf, 
Janet Skibinski 

Mandy and NateWallace 

Lori	  &	  Ty	  Bryson.	  Ty	  is	  Asst.	  Supt.	  McFarland	  USD.	  DV	   Sandy	  Essary	  and	  Renee	  Gefken	  

Peggy Connelly’s 
daughter & her 
husband, 
Maureen and Larry 
Wyrick 
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We	  were	  privileged	  to	  participate	  in	  the	  Honors	  Dinner	  for	  the	  award	  winning	  young	  
writers	  including	  their	  families	  and	  teachers.	  We	  appreciate	  the	  fact	  that	  this	  program	  will	  have	  long-‐
range	  effects	  in	  the	  lives	  of	  those	  who	  participate.	  
	  
Thank	  you	  Judge	  Tafoya,	  John	  Hefner	  and	  David	  Wolfe	  for	  creating	  and	  maintaining	  this	  empowering	  
program.	  	  
	  
Dennis	  VanderWerff	  was	  the	  Master	  of	  Ceremony	  “extraordinaire”	  making	  it	  a	  wonderful	  affair.	  
	  
Congratulations	  to	  all	  of	  the	  WOK	  members	  who	  organized	  the	  event.	  Also,	  thanks	  to	  everyone	  who	  was	  
there	  and	  enthusiastically	  honored	  the	  winning	  young	  writers	  with	  huge	  applause,	  recognition	  and	  
awards.	  	  
	  
Kathleen	  Ellis	  Faulkner,	  Member,	  Writers	  of	  Kern	  
	  

A Matter of Membership 
WOK Memberships expire June 30, 2015. 
To renew your membership for the 2015-
2016 fiscal year, you may pay at the June 
20th meeting by cash, check, or credit 
card. 
 
Or pay online on our website 
www.writersofkern.com after June 1st. 
 
Exception: new members who joined and 
paid during April, May, or June are 
covered for the coming fiscal year. 
 

 
“Such a nice night honoring our 
young writers. Thank you!” Alicia 
Hammonds, Teacher 
 
Community members: 
“This was a very rewarding 
evening. It stimulates our youth to 
write more!” John Hefner 
“Very well done -- professional, 
and great recognition for the 
students.” John Skibinski  
 
(Quotes from WOK Honors 
Dinner Attendees) 
 

 
Writers of Kern is looking for editors for The Write Way. Mentorships 

available. Contact Joan at president@writersofkern.com or Terry 
at Tredman@bak.rr.com . Thank you. 

 



 

 
 
 

 
The Last Inkwell 

Terry Redman and Annis Cassells 
 
My agitated muse perches cross-legged on my desk grinning at me over 

the computer screen between us. She reminds me of a larger version of Tinker Bell 
without the glitter. 

 
“You’re hovering, “ I say. 
“You’re wasting time,” she answers while scooting closer to the screen.  

     “I’ll ask and you write.” 
 
Muse: As editor, what have you observed about Writers of Kern and The Write Way? 
Terry: The board took on a new energy that spread throughout the whole membership. Members started 

contributing to their newsletter, meetings were more dynamic and informative. Membership grew and new critique 
groups emerged. More people published. Now the mystery is who will step to do the newsletter. 

 
While sidelined by a knee operation The Write Way served as my conduit to the club. I knew what went on 

even when I could not attend meetings.  
 
Most of the memories are good ones. I was able to contribute to the club by being on the board and publishing 

the news. Along the way I gained new friendships and grew to respect the hard work the WOK board does. Annis was 
a friend before but our friendship and respect for one another has grown. See what Annis says about people pitching in 
and helping us grow the newsletter. We had a frontline seat to what was happening across the state as other CWC 
newsletters arrived by email. They are dynamic, talent-filled clubs, not unlike our own.  

 
===== 

 
Annis: I loved being active in reviving our club newsletter. Working with Terry and discovering his 

many gifts and talents deepened our friendship. 
 
Terry and I were on the same wavelength: we would publish NEWS in the newsletter. (WOK has a 

fabulous website with a blog for showcasing members’ writing.) The newsletter should be pertinent and 
informative. And, I’m proud to say we accomplished that.  

 
I loved involving more members: Jasmine Lowe working to format our publication, Anna Stewart 

contributing book reviews, Phil Berling reviewing monthly meetings, Mandy Wallace writing features on the 
next month’s speakers for us and for The Californian, the folks who chimed in when we asked a question of the 
month. WOKians rose to writing challenges with vigor and thoughtful pieces. Then, there were the 20 members 
who allowed us to get to know them better by providing their bios for publication. As an editor, I can’t thank 
all those folks enough. My grandfather used to say, “Many hands make light work.” And it’s sure true that the 
many folks who contributed to the newsletter lightened our load. 
 
Muse: What do you plan to do now? 
Terry: Write more poetry; it is the cantor for my soul. 
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Plunge 
Summer’s laugh echoes 
across marble walls and thru dark forests sprung from red clay 
filled with residents of my imagination. 
“write, boy,” she says. “make dramas in distant galaxies, 
                    lean poems, and thoughtful essays.” 
chained by laziness, cuffed by habit and collared by Mistress Obligation 
i mutter, “so many gotta-do’s, 
                    pop-up appointments and other baggage.” 
barefoot, Summer moves toward the door. “life is….” 

“i know. it happens while we’re….” 
she blows me a kiss. “no. life is now, this moment, this day, this thought.” 
Terry Redman, © 2007, 2015 

 
Annis: Me, too! My love for poetry has been re-ignited. Some of it’s deep and touching. And others? Well, though 
sincere, they could be considered “hokey.” See for yourself. 

 
Farewell Limerick  
 
The Write Way of WOK had died. 
Someone needed to turn the tide. 
With a “1-2-3 HUP” 
We two revved it up 
With Jasmine D. Lowe on our side. 
 
What tidbits, what news did we learn, 
Our members’ interest to churn? 
Who’s Getting Ink? 
What’s a good link? 
What publishing creds could they earn? 
 
Two years passed and now we are done. 
Two editors -- way better than one. 
We went to great lengths 
And played to our strengths 
So The Write Way was 2nd to none. 

©Annis Cassells. 2015 
 

  
 


