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A note to the readers 
from  this  month’s  
editor, 
 
Dana Martin had to attend to family 
matters and was unable to complete 
her column and the clarion call to 
attend the conference. 
 
We  all  look  forward  to  Dana’s  
presence at the conference and her 
column next month. 
 
Terry Redman 
 

Writers of Kern 
Welcomes:  
Our newest member, Philip 
Berling 
 

Getting Ink 
 
My book, Mr.Bob, the Chicken 
Engineer, is now in print with 
Abbott Press. 
Robert C. Hargreaves 
 
I received word from Chicken Soup 
for the Soul. They sent me the 
final copy to approve.  I’m  in  (like 
Flynn.)  The Home Sweet Home 
edition will on the shelves May 27.  
Ruth Smith 
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Dana Martin 
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Vice President & Webmaster: 
Dennis VanderWerff 
webmaster@writersofkern.com 
 
Treasurer: Joan Raymond 
treasurer@writersofkern.com 
 
Secretary: Janet Skibinski 
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Newsletter: Annis Cassells, 
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CWC Representative: 
Sandy Moffett  
 
Hospitality/Sunshine:  
Annis Cassells 
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Official WOK Email 
Addresses 

Go to the website, or email 
to the following addresses. 
Thank you. 
 
Events: 
events@writersofkern.com 
 
Information: 
information@writersofkern.c
om 
 
Membership: 
membership@writersofkern.c
om 
 
Newsletter: 
newsletter@writersofkern.co
m 
 
President: 
president@writersofkern.com 
 
Submissions: 
submissions@writersofkern.c
om 
 
Sunshine Committee: 
sunshine@writersofkern.com 
 
Treasurer: 
treasurer@writersofkern.com 
 
Webmaster: 
webmaster@writersofkern.co
m 
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The February Meeting  
Nancy Clover 

 
February’s  theme  was  critique  groups,  presented  by  WOK  President  Dana  Martin.   
She was once so harshly critiqued by a group that she quit writing fiction. This experience 
led her to establish  guidelines  for  WOK’s  critique  groups.    Dana teaches that a critique 
group is to help people improve their writing in a constructive format. 
 
Dana’s  mode  is  that  as  one  writer’s  piece  is  critiqued  there  is  a  summary  of  the  piece,  then  

each member present voices his observations positive and what changes the writer might consider. Be sure to include 
what the critic liked. All this is discussed as if the author was not sitting at the table (difficult to accomplish at first). 
When everyone has had their turn, the author has an opportunity to ask questions of the other members. Then the 
group moves on to the next member.  
 
After I attended a leaders meeting, I realized that each group has morphed  somewhat,  but  with  Dana’s  guidelines  as  a 
guide. Most groups have a maximum numbers of pages for submission, deadlines for submission, i.e. 7 days before 
meeting. In my group we submit and do track changes online. The only paper we need to bring to the meeting is one 
sheet with the above core points written out for each submission. We  save  each  person’s  work  on our computers so we 
are better organized. My takeaway is that Dana’s  experience  and  guidance  has  provided  the  writers  at  WOK  with  a  
comfortable way to improve and grow as writers. 
 
March 15 is our annual Spring Workshop, and it promises to be one worth attending. 
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Meet SANDY 
MOFFETT 

 
Sandy 
Moffett 
has been 
a poet 
and 
lyricist 
for more 
than 30 
years.  
She is an 

inspirational  speaker  for  women’s  
groups and uses her personal life 
experiences and history as a third 
generation funeral owner to help 
those  who  are  grieving.    Sandy’s  
tales as a funeral singer have 
appeared in, Mortuary 
Management and International 
Mortuary and Cemetery 
Management.  She is the author 
of Dear Ones, a collection of 
poetry and prose and has had 
stories published in Cup of 
Comfort: Devotional for Mothers 
and Daughters and Chicken Soup 
for the Soul Angels Among Us.   

 
Joyland by Stephen 
King 
Reviewed by Anna Stewart 

 
Joyland is a 
summer 
place, a 
beachside 
carnival 
where, one 
night, a 
young 
woman is 
murdered 
on the 

Horror House ride.  Her spirit has 
never left. 

When Devin Jones, a 
stereotypical college kid working 
through his summer vacation, 
signs on as a Happy Hound for 
Joyland, he has no idea what 
awaits him.  In the midst of his 
should-have-seen-it-coming 
break-up, the job at Joyland 
provides both escape and 
purpose, and a mystery that just 
might cost him his life. 
 
Despite the early introduction of 
the Horror House murder, the 
story is a little light on the 
supernatural elements and the 
murder mystery seems more 
backdrop than focus throughout 
much of the book.  Instead, the 
focus is on Devin, his new 
relationships with his carny 
mentors, the strides he makes 
towards maturity in dealing with 
wheelchair-bound Mike and 
Mike’s  lonely  mother.   
  
I was disappointed in the lack of 
suspense early on but, overall, I 
enjoyed the book.  I thought 
Dev’s  relationship  with  the  young  
boy, Mike, added a necessary 
touch of heart and, if I might have 
wished Mr. King to avoid the 
cliché  of  Devin’s  relationship  
with  Mike’s  mother  as  the  older  
woman,  I  wasn’t  unduly  bothered  
by it either.  
 

The 
build-
up is a 
little 
slow 
but I 
though

t the climactic moments at the 
end  mostly  satisfying  and  Dev’s  
character of sufficient interest 
throughout to justify the wait.  
Die-hard horror fans might be a 
little  disappointed  but,  if  you’re  

new to the genre and want to dip 
your big toe in, this might be the 
book for you. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Write Way is published monthly 
in Bakersfield, California. 
The deadline for submission of news 
articles is the first day of the month 
of publication. Send to 
newsletter@writersofkern.com 
 

  
 

The Writers of Kern website seeks 
and welcomes submissions of 
members’  writing  for  the  website  
blog. Prose, memoir, poetry, essays, 
and book reviews should be sent to 
submissions@writersofkern.com 
 

Calendar 
 
February 15  
Critique Workshop 
presented by Dana Martin 
and Panel 
 
March 15  
Writers of Kern Annual 
Spring Conference 
  
April 19  
Speaker pending 
  
May 17  
Read the Book. Meet the 
Author  
Reggie Ridgway 
  
June 14 (2nd 
Saturday)  
Summer Members Dinner 
Meeting 
 

mailto:newsletter@writersofkern.com
../Feb%202014/submissions@writersofkern.com
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2014 San Miguel Writers Conference 
& Literary Festival 

Dennis VanDerweff 
 

If San Miguel de Allende is magical, then it is no surprise that the San  Miguel  Writers’  
Conference spins  the  magic  of  place  into  an  enchanted  garden  of  the  writer’s  craft. 
Known as the literary crossroads of the Americas, the San Miguel Writers conference 
attracts attendees from around the world for five days of intense celebration of writers from 
Canada, the U.S., Mexico, Central and South America. From a modest attendance of 26 in 
2006, the conference has grown annually to an attendance of 325 in 2014. 
 
This  year’s  evening  keynote  speakers  included  Calvin  Trillin,  Yann  Martel,  Laura  Esquivel,  
and Benjamin Alire Sáenz. Afternoon keynote speakers were David Whyte, Kathi Diamant, 

and Ellen Bass. 
Evening keynote speakers and the conference artist and author, Duncan Tonatiuh, signed books and greeted 
conference attendees in a Book Signing Gala Saturday afternoon. Afternoon keynote speakers signed books 
immediately following their afternoon keynote addresses. A part of the magic of the San Miguel Writers Conference is 
the openness and accessibility of the keynote speakers. 
 
The daily 90-minute workshops led by a faculty of published authors are engaging, provocative, and relevant. The last 
day of the conference, half-day workshops offer a deeper and more intense exploration of various elements of the 
writer’s  craft.  The  workshop  experience  is  a  master  class  in  writing. It is the place to be for emerging authors. 
The conference gives me a keener focus on writing. More important, the conference leaves me with significant 
personal insights. Poet David Whyte mesmerized the conference audience with his poetry and the poetry of others that 
he recited from memory. Fortunate to participate in a round table with Whyte and six other conference attendees, I was 
grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  describe  to  him  the  impact  of  being  introduced  to  Walt  Whitman’s  poetry  at  the  age  of 
twenty–fifty years ago–and  the  thrill  of  recognizing  his  (Whyte’s)  poetry  moves  me  in  the  same  way. 
 
Equally significant was hearing Benjamin Alire Sáenz speak passionately about the experience of growing up on both 
sides of the U.S. and Mexico border and  the  tension  he  feels  as  a  citizen  of  both  cultures.  “The  United  States  sells  its  
culture  to  the  world,”  Sáenz  said,  “and  when  citizens  of  other  countries  knock  at  America’s  door  the  tragedy  is  they  
are turned away as if we hate them because they love our culture.” 
 
Equipped with new skills and insights, a refreshed view of my own writing, and renewed energy and motivation to 
write, I remain in San Miguel for two months following the conference to savor the magic of place. See  Dennis’s  blog  
at, derwerffblogg.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://sanmiguelwritersconference2014.org/
http://sanmiguelwritersconference2014.org/
http://derwerffblogg.com/
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The  Editor’s  Inkwell 
 

“Long  Live  the  Book,”  by  Oscar  Ogg, 
Reprinted in Readers Digest, 1972 

 
I thank my wife for hanging onto this article for more than 40 years and showing it to me in time for 
this article. I gleaned the following quotes from the article: 
 
“What  is  a  book?  Part  matter  and  part  spirit;;  part  thing  and  part  thought…At  a  touch,  our  book  springs  
open, and we slip into a silent world—to visit foreign shores, to discover hidden treasure, to soar 
among  the  stars…No  sooner  had  man  taught  himself  to  spell  than  a  new  problem  raised  its  head.  What  
to write on (?)...Indeed, exposure to electronic media seems to have created a new desire to curl up 
with  a  good  book.” 

 
Currently I am hiking the Sierras with Cheryl Strayed (Wild) and addressing my spiritual side with Rick Warren (What 
on Earth am I Here For?) I miss Russo’s where I used to wander up and down their aisles. The aisles of a bookstore 
offer a creative stillness, a place to touch, sample, to affirm that writing is not a solitary existence. I bought a lot of 
good books there. The bookshelf on my iPad continues to grow. 
 
The question is, what are you reading?  
You are invited to submit the title(s) you are currently reading to your editors at 
newsletter@writersofkern.com. We will gladly post your name and title(s) in the April 
edition. The deadline is April 3 so  Annis  can  get  them  into  print.  Tax  books  don’t  count,  
but you will have already filed your taxes by the time we meet in April, April 19. 
 
I will see you at the Writers of Kern Spring Conference 

Terry Redman 
Co-editor of The Write Way 
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