
In the 1994 drama The 
Shawshank Redemption, 
Morgan Freeman’s character, 
Red, delivered some amazing 
and memorable lines; one that 
I think of often is “Geology 
is the study of pressure and 
time. That’s all it takes really, 
pressure and time.” And it’s 
just that way with our City 
of Jackson trash collection 
fi asco. 

Over time, residents have 
become accustomed to the 
new vendor, Richard’s Dis-
posal, Inc. out of New Or-
leans. It was a bumpy start for 
sure, but after the fi rst two to 
three weeks the complaints 
lessened, and now, in their 
seventh month on the job, 
it’s a rare day when you hear 
bona fi de complaints. ime 
hurries on, and the change in 
vendors has been accepted by 
the residents.

The majority of the seven-
member city council, well 
that’s a different story alto-
gether. Their resistance to 
the change away from Waste 
Management has been de-
vout. Through three Reque st 
for Proposal processes, they 
denied the mayor a shift away 
from WM, who based on the 
current cost with Richard’s, 
had been bilking the taxpay-
ers of Jackson.

Mayor Lumumba had ac-
uiesced, fi rst by agreeing to 

gi e M one fi nal six-month 
extension through March of 
this year, and again by pre-
senting the four options from 
the third RFP process directly 
to the council giving them a 
chance to whittle the fi nal-
ists from four to two options, 
in a blind process. But when 
he brought his selection of 
the fi nal two options back to 
the council, revealing that 
Richard’s was the winner and 
would save the city $1.2 mil-
lion per year and $12 million 
over the life of the contract – 
the majority of council voted 
it down once again. 

Then they went a step fur-
ther after Mayor Lumumba 
issued an emergency contract 
to Richard’s despite council 
voting it down twice and then 
voted to not pay Richard’s for 
their work once they received 
the fi rst in oice in June. t 
certainly makes you wonder 
why those council members 
are so bound and beholden to 
WM. The exceptions to the 
resistance were Ward 2 Coun-
cilwoman Angelique  Lee and 
Ward for Councilman Dr. Bri-
an Grizzell.

At various points in time 
over the course of the trash 
endor fi asco, lawsuits ha e 

been fi led by astor wayne 
Pickett, National Waste 

U nited, Waste Management 
of Mississippi, Jackson City 
Council, the Mayor of Jack-
son, and Richard’s Disposal. 
The legal fees billed to the city 
alone exceeded $ 161,000, per 
WLBT on June 13. An open 
records reque st in late August 
by this writer focusing on le-
gal fees did not appear com-
plete but appeared to refl ect 
$68,128.96 paid to two law 
fi rms after June , bring-
ing the total to a minimum of 
$229,128.96. 

Adding more weight to the 
backs of taxpayers, in July 
City Council voted 4-3 to ap-
prove a rate increase for trash 
collections for the fi rst time 
since 2006, from $20.80 to 
$37.00;  a 77+ %  increase. 

The pressure side of the 
equa tion manifested October 
6 when Richard’s informed 
the city that it would cease 
collections at the end of the 
day Saturday, October 8. 
Hours after the announce-
ment, at a special city coun-
cil meeting there was a slight 
buzz in City Hall that perhaps 
some council members were 
changing their mind about 
payment. Sure enough, by 
the following evening WAPT 
reported that a deal had been 
reached to pay Richard’s 
$4.8 million ( $808,000 x 6 
months)  it owes and contin-
ue paying them monthly as 
their trucks continue to roll 
in Jackson. This agreement 
is said to be in effect at least 
until the Mississippi Supreme 
Court rules on current litiga-
tion, which is not expected 
until early next year.

On Tuesday, October 11, at 
a regular city council meet-
ing, things took yet again 
another turn. After being in 
executive session for slight-
ly over two hours, Council 
President Foote reopened the 
meeting and indicated that 
while in closed session they 
approved two agenda items 
by a supermajority, with item 
41 being amended prior to ap-
proval. The original Item 41 
was:  Order of the city council 
of Jackson Mississippi autho-
rizing the mayor to continue 
and complete the reque st for 
proposal process to allow an 
opportunity for a garbage 
contract approved by the af-
fi rmati e ote of the Jackson 
City Council ( Stokes) .   

The Clarion Ledger asked 
city council attorney John 
Scanlon if Richard’s Disposal 
is getting paid today and he 
responded that “in layman’s 
terms, we’re still working on 
it…I believe the parties are 
close to reaching a resolution, 
we’re in the process of tweak-
ing the language of an agreed 

The bar is set high:  10 million 
more black voters. That’s the 
goal as the Transformative Jus-
tice Coalition ( TJC) , the National 
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion ( NNPA) , Rainbow Push, the 
Hip Hop Caucus, and others set 
out on a bus tour across the nation 
to blunt voter suppression and 
misinformation ahead of the all-
important midterm elections.

“The buses are rolling … Min-
neapolis is the fi rst stop,” declared 
Barbara Arnwine, the president 
and founder of the TJC, an organi-
zation known for its contributions 
to critical justice issues.

“We believe voting is a celebra-
tion,” Arnwine continued during 
a lively news conference at the 
Press Club in Washington, D.C. 

The conference included re-
marks by Attorney Daryl Jones, 
NNPA President, and CEO Dr. 
Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr., Rain-
bow Push Coalition Executive 
Director Bishop Tavis Grant, 
Black V oters Matter Co-Founder 

Cliff Albright, African American 
Policy Forum Executive Direc-
tor Kimberlé  Crenshaw, National 
Organization of Concerned Black 
Men CEO Dr. Karen McRae, V ir-
ginia K. Solomó n of the League 
of Women V oters, and Hip Hop 
Caucus Executive Director Attor-
ney Tanya Clay House.

“We want people to celebrate 

when they vote,” Arnwine in-
sisted.

“We call it a celebration for ev-
ery time we do a votercade. We 
have a Celebration V illage.”

Arnwine said in one city; the 
mayor informed the coalition 
that voter turnout doubled after 
the votercade visited. “We went 
to another area in the poorest zip 

code in Milwaukee – one of the 
poorest in the nation,” Arnwine 
continued.

“They had such a small polling 
site and didn’t expect anyone to 
turn out. ut, when we fi nished, 
they had more people vote in that 
one day after the votercade than 

With an estimated 5.1 million 
people falling into the so-called 
family glitch – primarily chil-
dren and women – the Biden 
administration has issued a rule 
that makes it easier for those 
with employer-sponsored health 
plans to get Affordable Care Act 
subsidies.

The rule, which comes from 
the Internal Revenue Service, 
fi xes the glitch that pre ented 
family members from receiv-
ing Obamacare subsidies if a 
household member had access to 
employer-sponsored healthcare 
co erage that meets specifi c re-
uirements identifi ed in the law.
Obamacare requ ired that em-

ployer plans be affordable for 
employees. U nfortunately, it 
didn’t offer that same protection 
for family members.

“Health care should be a right, 
not a privilege. But for many 
Americans caught in the so-
called family glitch, the peace of 
mind that health insurance brings 
has remained out of reach,” 
President Joe Biden offered in a 
statement.

“Because of this glitch, em-
ployer-based health insurance 
has been considered ‘ affordable’ 
if the coverage is affordable for 
the employee even if it is not for 
their family members – making 
those family members ineligible 
for Affordable Care Act subsi-
dies even though they need them 
to afford qua lity coverage.” In 
April, the president announced a 
proposal to fi x what the admin-
istration called a regulatory fl aw.

Beginning in November, fami-
lies can sign up to take advan-

tage of the change.
The White House said about 1 

million Americans would either 
gain coverage or see their insur-
ance become more affordable 
because of the new rule. “This 
marks the most signifi cant ad-
ministrative action since the law 
was fi rst put into place,” iden 
asserted.

“It builds on our progress so 
far, which has brought the rate 
of uninsured Americans to a 
record-low eight percent. My ad-
ministration will continue work-

ing every day to lower costs and 
expand qua lity, affordable health 
coverage to all Americans.”

The U rban Institute estimated 
that eliminating the family glitch 
would decrease employer spend-
ing by roughly $2 billion annu-
ally.

“Changing the family glitch 
would lower health care premi-
ums for hundreds of thousands 
of affected families without un-
dermining employer coverage,” 
researchers at the U rban Institute 
found.

“There would be a modest in-
crease in health coverage, but the 
biggest effect would be to im-
prove affordability. There would 
be a small increase in federal 
government spending and a tiny 
increase in state spending that 
would be at least partially offset 
by additional tax revenue.”

Protecting and strengthening 
implementation of the Afford-
able Care Act remains key to 
increasing access to qua lity, af-
fordable health care,” U .S. De-
partment of Health and Human 
Services ( HHS)  Secretary X avi-
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Two weeks ago, adjacent to the 
Governor’s mansion, Reverend 
William J. Barber II indicated 
that the Poor People’s Campaign 
marching in Jackson was not 
a one and done, and true to his 
word, he returned on October 6 – 
this time with an increased focus 
on Jackson’s youth being person-
ally impacted by Jackson’s water 
crisis.

When gathering at Smith Rob-
ertson Museum, Barber was the 
consummate leader and teacher 
in preparation for the march. He 
repeatedly emphasized a united 
voice and message – “free the 
land – free the people – clean 
the water – keep it public.” He 
stressed above all that Moral 
Mondays are about the message, 
not individuals.

Thirty minutes after leaving 
Smith Robertson, the march-
ers arrived at the rally sight at 
Capitol and Congress Streets. 
Wonderful smells were in the air 
from two local vendors whose 
food and drinks were free. Bar-
ber asked that the food stopped 
being served in more than one 
instance, urging discipline to re-
main focused and not be distract-

ed. “Believe me, I want a plate 
when we’re fi nished but not right 
now, we need to be disciplined if 
we are to be effective.” 

The old civil rights spiritual 
We Shall Not Be Moved was 
performed at the onset, fol-
lowed by Somebody’s Hurting 
My Brother  performed by Yara 
Allen and Sauda Ashe of Rocky 
Mount, N.C.

In a nod to Indigenous People’s 
Day, a seven-member group of 
Red Flower from that Choctaw 
Nation came to the stage. As they 
formed, Barber announced that 
over 100,000 people watched 
the event being live streamed 
two weeks ago. The leader of the 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw In-
dians greeted the crowd of over 

400 and introduced his group of 
Mystic Wind Dancers and the 
drummers; the Southern Pines 
Singers, who went on to sing a 
song in honor of Mother Earth 
and celebrating life and respect-
ing each other and honoring the 
water.

Prayers were offered from the 
Holy Koran, Old and New Testa-
ment

Barber cited several writers 
from outside Jackson in national 
media, including, “Mississippi 
has a way of reserving infra-
structure funding for white folks 
and denying it to anyone who 
isn’t white.” And from another, 
“Jackson might be the seat of 
power for the state government, 
yet many in the city contend that 

the water system is a glaring ex-
ample of how the community has 
been starved of investment and 
attention for decades. Truth of 
the matter is that when the latest 
polluting of the water happened, 
it happened in Jackson, but in 
the surrounding affl uent suburbs 
the water was fl owing clean just 
fi ne.”

He indicated that “this will 
probably be his next to last time 
being here – you all are going to 
have to take it, members of the 
community – it’s yours.”

He stated that former Mayor 
Tony Yarber declared this sys-
tem an emergency seven years 
ago – “that means the state gov-
ernment has blocked for seven 
years…this is a problem of wait-

ing…this country waited 250 
years to end slavery, we’ve been 
waiting 13 years for a minimum 
wage increase, we’ve been wait-
ing nine years to fi x the Voting 
Rights Act…but there comes a 
time when we have waited long 
enough. What gets in the way…
racism gets in the way, classism 
gets in the way, lying gets in the 
way, money schemes get in the 
way, back-room deals get in the 
way.” He went on to say, “This is 
not just a fi ght for Jackson, God 
has chosen Jackson as a fi ght for 
the soul of this country.”

Barber announced that, “along 
with multiple partners including 
Repairers of the Breach, Center 
for Constitutional Study, For-
ward Justice, and Mississippi 
Poor People’s Campaign and any 
other organizations that we will 
fi le a Federal Fair Housing Com-
plaint against the State of Missis-
sippi over what the state govern-
ment has done to the people of 
Jackson.” He went on to enumer-
ate multiple areas of Fair Hous-
ing Law that are being usurped 
by state government denying 
and/or delaying investment in 
Jackson’s infrastructure.

Numerous young people were 
called to the stage to speak from 

their perspective and how they 
have been personally impacted 
by the water crisis. The speak-
ers included Isaiah McCoy, Ri-
ley Adams, Javeon MacDonald, 
Makenzie Dixon and several 
others shared moving testimony 
and many highlighted how their 
parents already work hard and 
because of the water crisis they 
are forced to work harder.

Dr. Berthone L. Mock-Mu-
hammed, a cardiologist in Ridge-
land, then spoke about memories 
of former Governor Fordice 
wanting to turn Mississippi Val-
ley State into a prison and 15,000 
students descended on the area 
and shut it down. He indicated 
we are at a similar time now. He 
stated that Burkina Faso, a west 
African underdeveloped country, 
now has a near perfect system 
of water, but we don’t. He cited 
a lengthy list of illnesses caused 
by impure water.

Initially Barber indicated that 
he would be back in two weeks 
before handing things off to the 
local organization, but after look-
ing at the proximity to All Saints 
Day, he promised to be back Oc-
tober 31, saying, “And instead of 
letting the spooks come out why 
don’t we let the saints come out.” 

LOCAL
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Poor People’s Campaign back again

Rev. Barber at Smith Robertson
pre-march.  PHOTOS BY CHRIS YOUNG Marchers entering rally area.



order which we hope to submit to a judge and if 
the judge will sign it will contain terms for pay-
ment.” The Mississippi Link asked Scanlon what 
the net effect of Item 41 was and he stated, “to 
select a vendor for the long term period of the six 
year contract.” He went on to say that “there were 
three proposals submitted and one was voted 
down and then vetoed, and then litigation, so this 
item contemplates the order that was presented to 
council at that time.”

The Mississippi Link asked Councilman Aaron 
Banks the same que stion, and he focused on the 
mayor needing to abide by the law. When I asked 

about a change in vendor being connected to Item 
41, he indicated “what we did was we completed 
the RFP process. The mayor has to abide by the 
law.” When asked if the completion of the RFP 
process would lead to bringing in a different ven-
dor, he stated “that’s going to lead to the mayor 
abiding by the law.”

So, it appears what the council is now saying is 
that the third RFP process was never completed, 
and they’ve decided now is the time to complete 
it. Time and pressure. Time will tell what comes 
next.

Voter s
Continued from page 1

Su b sid ies
Continued from page 1
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typically during the entire early voting season.”
Chavis, who has pushed the hashtag # 10mil-

lionmoreblackvoters, reminded everyone that the 
midterms were just a few weeks ago.

With photos of the late Georgia Democratic Rep. 
John Lewis blanketing the Press Club for the news 
conference, Chavis called the coalition’s mission 
good trouble. “We are going to all the major states, 
places where we know we can make a difference,” 
Chavis declared.

“This tour is designed to make sure we awaken a 
lot of the sleeping giants in our community.”

He continued:  “We believe that we can get 10 
million more black voters. That’s a large number, 
but we believe that number could make a differ-
ence. Democracy is on the ballot on November 8 . 
Racial justice is on the ballot on November 8 . Cli-
mate justice is on the ballot, environmental justice 
is on the ballot, economic justice, and eq uity is on 
the ballot, and preventing far right-wing groups 
from banning votes is on the ballot.”

Arnwine added that the 25-city Arc of V oter 

Justice Tour is designed to ensure everyone un-
derstands that citizens’ right to vote is their voice. 
During the votercade, participants will register to 
vote and check their voting eligibility while enjoy-
ing good food, music, games and banned books as 
the coalition seeks to transform voting and the vot-
ing experience.

“A great democracy does not make it harder to 
vote than it is to get an assault weapon,” Bishop 
Grant demanded. “What is so dangerous about 
black and brown people who vote?  What’s so dan-
gerous about standing in line with a bottle of water 
or food or showing up early to vote? ”

The Bishop said the danger is that it shifts the 
power scale, and the have-nots have an opportunity 
to have their fair share. “A right is not something 
someone gives you. It’s something that someone 
cannot take away from you. That’s what this is 
about. It’s about restoring the right and the dignity 
of the voter. If your vote didn’t matter, suppression 
wouldn’t try to suffocate it. We need 10 million 
more voters.”

er Becerra wrote in a statement.
oday’s action resol es a flaw in prior C  

regulations to bring more affordable coverage to 
about one million Americans. Our goal is sim-
ple:  leave no one behind and give everyone the 
peace of mind that comes with health insurance,” 
Becerra stated.

He continued:  “U nder President Biden’s lead-
ership, our nation’s uninsured rate is at an all-
time low, and Affordable Care Act enrollment is 
at an all-time high. This is not by accident. We 
are meeting people where they are to tell them 

about their healthcare options through unprec-
edented outreach efforts. And through landmark 
legislation like the American Rescue Plan and the 
nflation eduction ct, we ha e offered the low-

est ACA premium rates in history. Our work to 
expand coverage and lower healthcare costs for 
American families never stops.

“Whether you’re part of a family previously af-
fected by this glitch, or an individual buying in-
surance on the marketplace, the Biden-Harris Ad-
ministration is committed to ensuring you have 
access to the healthcare you deserve.”

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE

Raymond visits JSU
The Raymond High 
School Senior Class 
of 2023 had the 
opportunity to attend 
Jackson State’s 
High School Day.  
On Friday, they 
toured the campus. 
On Saturday, they 
attended the High 
School program, 
tailgated, and 
attended the football 
game.

Rangernation
Raymond Rangers presenting the Rangernation recognized 
the football player of week 3 and week 4 Dontavious Mack 
and Dalawrence Kency from Sean Gerald of Regional 
Homes of Pearl, MS.

Congratulations



Down the V alley North Blvd. strip, at 
the fi rst corner turn off on Hastingway, 
you could see people gathering on the 
e ening of ctober  and if you were 
not careful, it would be a reminder of 
back in the day when you would see 
mamas and papas along with a cat, and 
a dog or two, congregating with neigh-
bors across the yard. ell, it was like 
one of those days but it has a title. e 
were celebrating  GH  

.
s we gathered, the crowd grew and 

grew into a nice si e. 
he main purpose of the comradery, 

was to get to know your neighbors bet-
ter, and join the Valley orth mpro e-
ment ssociation V . Food and 
drinks were ser ed. oft music was in 
the mix. omeone in the crowd said, 

et me hear Ma e again.” f  recall, 
 belie e it was, unshine and ain” 

or Joy and ain whiche er comes fi rst. 
he crowd seemed to ha e had a good 

time of fellowship. 
he e ent was spearheaded by Mar-

in Hicks, president of the V  and 
the ational ight ut Committee 
which was chaired by Funmaliya il-
dan. thers on the committee included 

racie rchie, Martin hite and Caro-
line ace. e eral other homeowners 
and family members of Valley orth 
were in attendance.

he planning committee was thank-
ful for the turnout and stated they were 
elated that Hinds County heriff yree 
Jones and se eral of his deputies were in 
attendance. 

lso in attendance was ngili ue 
ee, ard  City Councilwoman and 
amika eed, Jackson state ni ersity’s 

head basketball coach.

C

P Hicks, Marvin Hicks, Sheriff Tyree Jones, 
Tracie Archie and Funmalya Tildan 
PHOTOS BY MARTIN WHITE AND CAROLINE DACE 
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illa McChelle enney atson 
and utry enney ichmond, leaders 
of Virden ddition’s neighborhood 
cleanup, lured  olunteers out to 
their second enture which occurred 

aturday, ctober , . atson 
and ichmond were pleased with 
the uptick from eptember  to last 

aturday which went from  to . 
ewcomers joined forces with former 

neighborhood residents and held a 
heightened sensiti ity for community 
admiration, beautifi cation and lo e.

midst homes that are well-kept, 
refi ned and polished, old and decrepit 
on minence ow, ampton enue, 
Collier enue, ailey enue, d-
wards enue and ockdale r., 
sho els, rakes, blowers, grass trim-
mers and other tools plunged into out-
of-control grass by olunteers. More 
than  garbage bags were packed for 
pickup by ichards isposal er ice. 

he crew worked from  a.m. until 
 p.m. hey exceeded their targeted 

time by two hours on the other side 
of  noon .

he cleanup was right on time. 
t was planned and organi ed well 

by illa McChelle and utry,” pro-
claimed former ailey enue resi-
dent, urwood ilas, whose family 
owned and operated the now defunct 

   Cleaners for  years on ailey 
enue.
xecuti e irector of eep Jack-

son eautiful, eelan anders, has 
been working in neighborhoods since 
January. He opined, his was a great 
e ent. t takes a illage to raise a child, 

and it will take all of us to be commit-
ted to keep Jackson beautiful. treet 
by street, block by block, neighbor-
hood to neighborhood, we can get 
there if we are mindful of our own 
front door fi rst.”

nsite and working as well, was 
rent alker, candidate for Circuit 

Court Judge istrict   Hinds Coun-
ty  in Jackson who stopped in Virden 

ddition after distributing water in 
residential Hills. He concurred with 
anders regarding the illage concept 

and contended that he was inspired 
with the work that was going forth 
within the community.

en though  didn’t know e ery-
body,  felt comfortable. t was nice 
to meet people who  didn’t know. 

he fact that  they knew somebody 
that  didn’t know was a good thing. 
 learned that it’s a ery small world. 
ou might be impacting someone 

that’s related to you, or that knows 
someone else,” said onne anders 
who resides by many years on ailey 

enue. 

efl ecting on the feeling of fellow-
ship among workers, anders contin-
ued her statement   just want to gi e 
back to my neighborhood.”

he Caring Citi ens of Jackson 
certifi cate was gi en to olunteers in 
gratitude for their work contributions. 

he certifi cate refl ects photos of the 
initial cleanup held on eptember  
and unifi cation to alle iate trash and 
garbage in Jackson communities. 

mong the donations were grab-
bers, ests, trash bags and glo es by 

eep Jackson eautiful. Monetary 
contributions came from uke Hin-
ton, allas  hirley son- ew-
some, allas,  illiam nowden, 

orfolk, V  ana ice Music tu-
dio, tlanta, G  and actress Jordan 

ice, tlanta, G . 
Cleanup day is slated for the second 

aturday of each month. he next ex-
pected cleanup day is o ember , 

.
For inquiry, contact Willa Watson 

at 601-541-1306 or Autry Kenney 
Richmond at 601-238-3833.

Virden Addition’s second 
cleanup continues community 

spirit and soars to 38 volunteers

Valley North celebrates 
National Night Out

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

Candidate Trent Walker (left) with Keep Jackson Beautiful Exec. Director Keelan 
Sanders  PHOTO BY JANICE NEAL-VINCENT



Lt. Governor Delbert Hose-
mann was saddened by national 
media coverage during the height 
of the water crisis. Yes, he really 
did say it.

During a Mississippi Insight 
Special Edition focused on the 
economy, which aired on WJTV  
September 29 , Byron Brown 
asked Hosemann about the water 
crisis in Jackson and if it might 
impact recruiting business for 
the economy of the state of Mis-
sissipp, “Does it have a negative 
impact or do people say well they 
can’t get their act together, why 
should we do business with the 
state of Mississippi or the city of 
Jackson? ” 

In part, Hosemann’s response 
was, “For a few days we were the 
lead story on every national news 
network, and with a negative 
view toward Jackson. We took a 
step backward to have the system 
collapse as it did. I don’t know 
that we’ll really be able to q uan-
tify how great the magnitude of 
the loss, not only in an economic, 
but in a perception way. This just 
reinforces the old perceptions 
that we’re backwards some kinda 
way…I just thought it was horri-
ble….people had a preconceived 
notion and we confi rmed it
we’ve got to get working and get 
people to realize that we tested 
rockets to the moon, we have the 
greatest agriculture, we build au-
tomobiles, we build the ships for 
the Navy, everything here – and 
that just kind of, no pun intended 
– went down the drain.”

It obviously suits our Lt. Gov-

ernor to live in an alternate uni-
verse – the only problem is that 
real leaders live in the actual 
universe and are focused on truth 
not fi ction. erhaps he thinks he 
is serving his constituents by pre-
tending that Mississippi has been 
advancing over the years – by bit-
ing that hook apparently there is 
some type of insulation from our 
present-day heartbreaks. 

The world knows about the 
sizzling oppression that thrived 
in Mississippi – slavery, lynch-
ings, murder, rape, the Klan cam-
paigns of terror, broad-based and 
systemic obstruction to, and re-
sistance of, any form of African-
American advancement, or even 
eq ual treatment under law.

The realities of Mississippi 
right now are only different in 
terms of overall physicality, and 
the impact of pervasive racist at-
titudes are no less lethal. African 
Americans continue to struggle 
each day for true eq uality and ad-
vancement here.

The Lt. Governor’s comments 
demand a reminder that for 125 
years African Americans were 
forced to live under those op-
pressive Stars and Bars of the 
Confederacy. No state has more 
black people than Mississippi 
per capita, well over one million, 
and nearly 40%  live in poverty as 
opposed to 13%  of white people. 
The poverty rates for children are 
much higher. Yes Mississippi is 
the poorest state in the nation, by 
every measure.

Numerous sources annually 
rank Mississippi 50th in health-

care, fetal death rate, infant death 
rate and overall life expectancy. 
A portrait of backward. Yet the 
Lt. Governor decries national 
press coverage of these realities. 
Safe drinking water is not as-
sured in Mississippi’s capital city 
of Jackson, which is 8 2.5%  black 
based on the 2020 census. 

The incarceration rate in Mis-
sissippi is the highest of any state. 
You guessed it, incarceration 
rates for people of color versus 
white people are 12 to 1 based 
on summary fi les from the Cen-
sus Bureau. We rank 50th in the 
COV ID 19  death rate, just icing 
on the cake of backwardness in 
Mississippi.

A Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families scandal is alive 
and well here in Mississippi. 
North of $ 9 0 million in federal 
funds were turned into a slush 
fund by former Go ernor hil 
Bryant and others. Brett Farve, 
the millionaire hall of fame re-
tired NFL player was knowingly 
using TANF funds, via the for-
mer Governor and others, to fund 
a volleyball stadium at his alma 
mater – U niversity of Southern 
Mississippi. He wasn’t the only 
one, and many of those involved 
have already pleaded guilty.

TANF funds are sent to states 
from the federal government 
as a safety net for the poorest 
of the poor. Yet white people in 
positions of power in Mississip-
pi don’t play by the rules. Their 
disdain of federal government 
power is palpable, yet the state 
would be bankrupt without fed-
eral support.

Imagine being the poorest 

state in the country; so poor and 
ineffective that 44%  of your an-
nual state revenues come directly 
into your coffers from the federal 
government. Now add-in $ 4 bil-
lion in state debt, bearing service 
on the debt of $ 433 million this 
year. That’s Mississippi right 
now, today. The brain-trust here 
endeavors to make it even worse 
by beginning in 2022 to elimi-
nate income tax over time.

Confusingly, there are scores 
of wonderful people in Missis-
sippi – high achieving, kind, 
generous, dedicated and friendly. 
Mississippi is overwhelmingly 
Christian, just like Lt. Governor 
Hosemann, yet black people and 
people of color are put in a sepa-
rate category it seems. Love Thy 
Neighbor has a caveat attached 
in Mississippi, and the caveat is 
– unless they are black or poor. 

What else can account for the 
backwardness?  The Lt. Governor 
is not distressed at the backward-
ness, he’s intimately familiar 
with it. He’s distressed at the 
backwardness being reported as 
a lead story on cable networks 
and newspapers throughout the 
world. He doesn’t seem to grasp 
that we reap what we sow.

Mississippi is proof posi-
tive that you can do all sorts of 
wonderful things – rocket ships, 
Navy ships, agriculture and au-
tomobiles, but when you oppress 
your neighbor, when you fail to 
show basic human regard to 40%  
of your population, when you 
parade as Christian yet act with 
partiality – you earn being last in 
the eyes of the world; backward 
indeed.

A black teenager in Missis-
sippi has died days after Gulf-
port police shot him in the head 
outside a discount store, and his 
relati es are uestioning offi -
cers’ actions.

Jaheim McMillan, 15, was 
shot Thursday. Harrison County 
Coroner Brian Switzer con-
fi rmed to the S un H erald that 
the Gulfport High School fresh-
man died Saturday after he was 
taken off life support at U SA 
U niversity Hospital in Mobile, 
Alabama. An autopsy is sched-
uled for Tuesday, Switzer said.

McMillan is survived by his 
mother, Katrina Mateen. She 
told WLOX -TV  that when she 
arrived at the store after her son 
was shot, offi cers handcuffed 
her and walked her across the 
street.

Gulfport police said in a news 
release that the shooting oc-
curred after they responded to 
a 9 11 call about several minors 
waving guns at other motorists. 

ffi cers pulled the minors o er 
in the parking lot of a Family 
Dollar store.

Gulfport olice Chief dam 
Cooper said an offi cer engaged 

an armed suspect, since identi-
fi ed as McMillan, resulting in 
shots being fi red. he police 
department has not released the 
race of the offi cer.

McMillan’s family doesn’t 
believe he was armed, and their 
supporters are calling for the 
release of camera footage of the 
shooting.

McMillan was initially taken 
to Memorial Hospital at Gulf-
port but was transferred to the 
Mobile hospital, where he sub-
seq uently died shortly before 5 
p.m. Saturday.

In a video taken by a bystand-

er after the shots were fi red, 
McMillan could be seen on the 
ground in front of the door to 
the store. A witness said police 
handcuffed the teenager after he 
had been shot. Cooper said po-
lice took four other suspects, all 
believed to be minors, into cus-
tody, and se eral fi rearms were 
recovered from the scene.

The Mississippi Bureau of 
Investigation is examining the 
shooting of McMillan. MBI in-
vestigates all police shootings in 
the state, and the attorney gen-
eral’s offi ce is in charge of any 
prosecutions.

Following two major fl oods 
in the Capitol Region in the 
past three years, the U .S. Army 
Corps of Engineers announced  
October 3 that they plan to 
dedicate $ 221 million toward 
the fl ood control project long 
sought by area leaders. 

he earl i er Flood Con-
trol District board addressed 
media representatives at Flo-
wood City Hall about the re-
cent announcement. The Corps 
plans to spend nearly $ 8 00 mil-
lion from the recently enacted 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 
across the country on fl ood mit-
igation, coastal storm damage 
protection, and supply chain 
resilience.

ncluded in this is a fl ood 
damage reduction project for 
the earl i er in Jackson that 
is currently pending review. 
Hinds County District 1 Super-
visor Robert Graham briefed 
the media on the team’s con-
tinued effort in controlling the 
fl ooding in the capital city.

“As we saw in 2020 and 
again in August, many parts 
of Jackson and Rankin County 
are vulnerable to catastrophic 
fl ooding from the earl i er,” 
said Graham. his fl ood pro-
tection project is decades in the 
making and has gone through 
extensive study to ensure that 
our neighborhoods and busi-
nesses could be protected from 
future fl oods without harming 
other areas. We thank our Con-
gressional delegation and the 
Corps of Engineers for the help 
and support over these many 
years while we have searched 
for a solution. Now we’re ready 
to act and give people the pro-
tection they deserve.”

Over the past three years, the 
Jackson metro area has suffered 
fl ooding of the earl i er, the 
most recent occurring this past 

ugust. he repeated fl ooding 
has had devastating effects on 
homes, businesses and infra-
structure, the majority of which 
are in lower income and minor-
ity neighborhoods in Jackson. 
The current levee system only 

protects the State Fairgrounds 
and surrounding areas and 
portions of the City of earl in 
Rankin County. The proposed 
project will widen the already 
channelized river, allowing 
more water to move through the 
area in high water events, no 
longer backing up into neigh-
borhoods and businesses.

District Counsel Keith Turn-
er spoke to the details of the 
project and shared next steps.

“We have been working hand 
in hand with the Corps for al-
most a decade on this project,” 
said Turner. “We appreciate 
their support and feedback as 
we fi nali e the details of the 
plan. In the coming weeks, we 
hope to fi nali e the plans for a 
fi nal decision by the Corps in 
D.C.” 

he ankin Hinds earl i -
er Flood and Drainage Control 
District is a public agency made 
up of the mayors of Jackson, 
Flowood, earl and ichland 
as well as representatives from 
Hinds County, Rankin County 
and the State of Mississippi.

This agency has been the lo-
cal sponsor working on this 
fl ood control project for almost 
ten years. rior efforts ha e 
been underway since the 19 8 0s.

About the Flood Control 
District: The Rankin Hinds 

earl i er Flood and rain-
age Control District is a public 
agency made up of the mayors 
of Jackson, Flowood, earl and 
Richland as well as represen-
tatives from Hinds County, 
Rankin County, and the State of 
Mississippi. The District Board 
administers and oversees the 
maintenance of the existing 
levee system that has been in 
place since 19 67 . It is organized 
under the U rban Flood and 
Drainage Control Law for the 
purpose of aiding in achieving 
the goals of fl ood control, con-
servation, and development of 
lands and property for the gen-
eral health and welfare of the 
residents within the District. 

For more inf ormation, v isit 
http:// rankinhindsfl ooddistrict.
ms.gov.
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Portrayed as backward 
by national media

Mississippi teenager dies
after being shot by police offi cer

U.S. Army Corps 
Of Engineers 

plans to award 
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million for fl ood 
control project
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For the past four years, former 
V irginia Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax 
said his accusers had avoided 
investigations into their sordid 
claims. It has forced Fairfax, his 
wife, and his children to live with 
the indignity of him being labeled 
a sex offender.

With an active FBI investiga-
tion into Old Dominion political 
fi gures that reportedly ha e un-
covered some nefarious payouts 
by Fairfax’s rivals to the women, 
the one-time and would-be gover-
nor belie es all of this has fi nally 
cleared his name.

“There are some real truth-tell-
ers who cut through the political 
sensationalism and what is the 
truth,” Fairfax said during an ap-
pearance on the National Newspa-
per Publishers Association’s live 
morning news program, Let It Be 
Known.

“I would be the only African-
American governor in the U nited 
States today,” Fairfax demanded, 
had it not been for what now ap-
pears false allegations. “This re-
sulted in large part because they 
wanted to smear me. We have a 
400-year history of black males 
being falsely accused. Once peo-
ple fi nd out that it’s not true, it’s 
extremely diffi cult to get the poli-
ticians and the journalists to ad-
mit they were wrong.”

In 2019 , during the V irginia gu-
bernatorial campaign, two women 
alleged that Fairfax sexually as-
saulted them.

The allegations suspiciously ar-
rived when racist photos of then-
Gov. Ralph Northam, seeking 
reelection in the race against Fair-
fax, surfaced. Old photos showed 
Northam in blackface or wearing 
Ku Klux Klan garb.

“Within three minutes, Terry 
McAuliffe called for me to resign 
as lieutenant governor,” Fairfax 

noted. “Talk about due process. 
There was a retroactive fabrica-
tion, and so many people con-
nected to this.

The scandals involving 
Northam and Fairfax paved the 
way for McAuliffe to run for gov-
ernor, losing to Glenn Youngkin 
in the 2021 race. “Terry ran again, 
and so many involved need to 
be held accountable. This smear 
campaign has been going on for 
nearly four years,” Fairfax stat-
ed. “It’s really cruel what’s been 
done.”

Fairfax has maintained his in-
nocence and repeatedly called for 
a criminal investigation.

He fi led a defamation lawsuit 
against CBS News for the net-
work’s interviews with his accus-
ers, V anessa Tyson and Meredith 
Wilson.

Though a judge ultimately 
threw out the suit, Fairfax noted 
numerous inconsistencies. For ex-
ample, he’s alleged that McAuliffe 
and Richmond, V irginia, Mayor 

e ar toney were chiefl y respon-
sible for orchestrating his demise. 
Reportedly, investigators are 
homing in on Stoney and McAu-
liffe, both rivals of Fairfax. 

“Had Fairfax ascended to gov-
ernor in 2019 , replacing Northam, 
he would have been the prohibi-
tive favorite for the nomination in 
2021, cutting out McAuliffe and 
Stoney,” political writers for The 
Intercept determined.

“One of the things liars tend to 
do is change or modify their sto-
ries, and Justin never changed,” 
said journalist Lauren Burke, who 
worked on Fairfax’s campaign. 
“The other thing you don’t see is 
someone in trouble asking for po-
lice involvement. That never hap-
pens,” Burke continued.

“Anyone sitting with the FBI 
with no attorney present stands 
out. It also stands out that the 
people making the allegations 
disappear when prosecutors get 
involved. Then the FBI gets in-
volved, and one of the attorneys 

for the accuser gets angry. If your 
client is the victim of a crime, you 
should want law enforcement in-
volved.”

Burke, who championed and 
stood by Fairfax from the begin-
ning, fi nally has company.

Sophia Nelson, a journalist 
and former House Republican 
Congressional Committee coun-
sel wrote an editorial this month 
apologizing to Fairfax.

Nelson acknowledged Fairfax 
as a “young, well-educated black 
man with a lovely wife and beau-
tiful children, all by his late 30s.” 
“A former federal prosecutor with 
a spotless personal and ethical 
record and a great future ahead. 
U ntil the bottom fell out,” Nelson 
penned.

She continued:  “He became a 
target for the # MeToo movement. 
But evidence recently emerged 
that Fairfax might have been the 
victim of a coordinated smear 
campaign.” “Thankfully, I was 
among the journalists who re-
viewed the new information, and 
I was stunned by what I learned,” 
Nelson wrote. “As a black woman 
who was a victim of sexual as-
sault as a young girl, I had im-
mediate empathy for the women 
who accused Fairfax. After all, 
we should believe women when 
they share their stories. Right?  Of 
course, but looking back now at 
how hard I was on Fairfax, I think 
I was wrong. I think we all were.” 
Fairfax said he’s grateful to Nel-
son, Roland Martin and the Black 
Press for not rushing to judgment.

“I’m very grateful to Sophia, 
and I thanked her for her courage, 
integrity, and willingness to tell 
the truth, which has been missing 
for three and a half years,” Fairfax 
said.

“This will come down in his-
tory as one of the greatest scan-
dals in politics in the history of 
V irginia and our nation.”

President Joe Biden has issued a 
pardon to all prior federal offenses 
of simple marijuana possession, 
fulfi lling a campaign promise of 
getting rid of possession convic-
tions and loosening the drug’s fed-
eral classifi cation. ending people 
to prison for possessing marijuana 
has upended too many lives and in-
carcerated people for conduct that 
many states no longer prohibit,” 
Biden said in a statement.

“Criminal records for marijua-
na possession have also imposed 
needless barriers to employment, 
housing, and educational opportu-
nities,” the president continued.

“And while white and black and 
brown people use marijuana at 
similar rates, black and brown peo-
ple have been arrested, prosecuted, 
and convicted at disproportionate 
rates.”

Biden vowed to encourage gov-
ernors to take similar steps to par-
don state simple marijuana posses-
sion charges.

According to a Pew Research 
survey, wide majorities of black 
adults support legalizing marijua-
na at least for medical use ( 8 5% ) . 
The survey found that most favor 
reforms to the criminal justice sys-

tem, such as releasing people from 
prison who are being held only for 
marijuana-related charges and ex-
punging marijuana-related offens-
es from the criminal records of in-
dividuals convicted of such crimes 
( 7 4%  each) . According to FBI data, 
black adults are disproportionately 
likely to be arrested for marijuana-
related offenses.

Researchers at Pew noted that, 
although non-Hispanic, single-
race black and white Americans 
used marijuana at roughly compa-
rable rates in 2020, black people 
accounted for 39 %  of all marijuana 

possession arrests in the U .S. de-
spite being only 12%  of the U .S. 
population.

Further, in a separate study, Pew 
noted that police offi cers made 
about 663,000 arrests for mari-
juana-related offenses in the 50 
states and the District of Columbia 
in 2018 , amounting to 40%  of the 
1.65 million total drug arrests in 
the U .S. that year ( the most recent 
for which data is available) .

The second-largest category 
of drug arrests involved “other” 
drugs ( 29 % ) , followed by heroin, 
cocaine, or their derivatives ( 25% ) , 

and synthetic or manufactured 
drugs ( 6% ) . The District counts 
among the growing number of 
places where marijuana use is le-
gal.

Biden’s actions grant full, com-
plete, and unconditional pardons to 
U .S. citizens and lawful permanent 
residents who have committed or 
been convicted of simple posses-
sion violating the Controlled Sub-
stances Act.

The U .S. Justice Department 
praised Biden’s announcement.

“The Justice Department will 
expeditiously administer the Presi-
dent’s proclamation, which par-
dons individuals who engaged in 
simple possession of marijuana, 
restoring political, civil, and other 
rights to those convicted of that of-
fense,” department offi cials wrote 
in a statement.

n the coming days, the ffi ce 
of the Pardon Attorney will begin 
implementing a process to provide 
impacted indi iduals with certifi -
cates of pardon. “Also, in accor-
dance with the president’s direc-
ti e, Justice epartment offi cials 
will work with our colleagues at 
the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services as they launch a sci-
entifi c re iew of how marijuana is 
scheduled under federal law.”

etanji rown Jackson, the fi rst black woman on the 
Supreme Court and its newest justice, said before the 
term began that she was “ready to work.’’ She made that 
clear during arguments in the opening cases.

The tally:  4,568  words spoken 
over nearly six hours this past 
week, about 50%  more than any 
of the eight other justices, accord-
ing to Adam Feldman, the creator 
of the Empirical SCOTU S blog.

The justices as a whole are gen-
erally a talkative bunch, q uestion-
ing lawyers in rapid succession. 
For now, Jackson’s approach 
seems less like Justice Clarence 
Thomas, who once went 10 years without asking a q ues-
tion, and more like Justice eil Gorsuch, who in his fi rst 
year was one of the more active q uestioners.

On Tuesday, in a case that could weaken the landmark 
V oting Rights Act, which sought to bar racial discrimi-
nation in voting, Jackson was particularly vocal.

At one point, she spoke uninterrupted for more than 
three and a half minutes to lay out her understanding 
of the history of the post-Civil War 14th Amendment to 
the Constitution guaranteeing formerly enslaved people 
eq ual rights. Jackson’s statement ran three transcript 
pages, the longest Feldman could remember ever seeing.

“I can’t think of a time where you’ve seen a junior 
justice take hold of the arguments’’ to the same extent, 
Feldman said using the court’s shorthand title for the 
newest justice.

A jurist with a liberal record, Jackson joined a court 
where conservatives hold a 6-3 advantage, so in many 
of the most most contentious cases her vote likely does 
not matter to the outcome. But her performance during 
arguments seemed to show she intends to make herself 
heard.

“I have a seat at the table now and I’m ready to work,’’ 
she said last week at an appearance at the Library of 
Congress following her ceremonial investiture at the 
high court.

Monday was the court’s opening day and Jackson’s 
fi rst on the upreme Court bench. he justices were 
about fi e minutes into their uestioning in what turned 
out to be a nearly two-hour argument in a dispute over 
the nation’s main anti-water pollution law when Jackson 
asked her fi rst uestion  she was the fourth justice to do 
so.

By the end of arguments, she had probed the meaning 
of the word “adjacent,” asked whether a marsh in a 19 8 5 
case was “visually indistinguishable from the abutting 
creek” and prefaced another q uestion by saying:  “Let me 
try to bring some enlightenment to it by asking it this 
way.”

Jackson was confi rmed in pril but did not take her 
seat until the court began its summer recess in June, 
giving her months to study cases the court had granted. 

ther justices spent some of that time fi nali ing opin-
ions in cases that included decisions overturning the 
landmark Roe v. Wade abortion rights case and expand-
ing gun rights.

Speaking at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 
in early pril, days before Jackson was confi rmed, Jus-
tice Amy Coney Barrett noted “fortunately there will be 
some lead time’’ for the new justice to ease into her role. 

arrett, in contrast, heard her fi rst arguments a week 
after she was confi rmed. Justice rett a anaugh was 
sworn in on a aturday and heard his fi rst argument the 
following Tuesday.

Justices themselves have acknowledged it takes time 
to get used to sitting on the highest court in the land. 
Justice Elena Kagan once compared starting the job to 
 drinking out of a fi re hose” with a learning cur e that 

“is extremely steep, sometimes it seems vertical.’’ Some 
justices ha e said it takes fi e years to feel really com-
fortable in the role.

In her Library of Congress appearance, Jackson talked 
about the attention on her as the fi rst black woman to be 
a justice. People approach her with “what I can only de-
scribe as a profound sense of pride and what feels to me 
like renewed ownership,” she said.

Their message to her is “in essence, ‘ You go, girl,’’’ 
Jackson said. “They’re saying ‘ invisible no more. We see 
you and we are with you.’’’

Justin Fairfax Clearing His 
Name From #MeToo Scandal 

with Help of FBI, Others

Biden issuing full pardons for federal 
marijuana possession convictions

In her own words: 

Justice 
Jackson 
speaks 
volumes 

from bench

Fairfax

Jackson

 Biden vowed to encourage governors to take similar steps to pardon state 
simple marijuana possession charges.
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Doctors have a message for 
vaccine-weary Americans:  

on’t skip your fl u shot this fall 
 and seniors, ask for a special 

extra-strength kind.
fter fl u hit historically low 

le els during the C V -  
pandemic, it may be poised for 
a comeback. he main clue   
nasty fl u season just ended in 

ustralia.
hile there’s no way to pre-

dict if the . . will be as hard-
hit, last year we were going 
into fl u season not knowing if 
fl u was around or not. his year 
we know fl u is back,’’ said infl u-
en a specialist ichard ebby 
of t. Jude Children’s esearch 
Hospital in Memphis.

nnual fl u shots are recom-
mended starting with 6-month-
old babies. Flu is most danger-
ous for people  and older, 
young children, pregnant wom-
en and people with certain 
health problems including heart 
and lung diseases.

Here’s what to know:
Revved-up shots for seniors

s people get older, their im-
mune system doesn’t respond 
as strongly to standard fl u ac-
cination. his year, people  or 
older are urged to get a special 
kind for extra protection.

here are three choices. Flu-
one High- ose and Flublok 

each contain higher doses of the 
main anti-fl u ingredient. he 
other option is Fluad dju ant-
ed, which has a regular dosage 
but contains a special ingredi-
ent that helps boost people’s im-
mune response.

Seniors can ask what kind 
their doctor carries. But most 
fl u accinations are gi en in 
pharmacies and some drug-
store websites, such as CV , 
automatically direct people to 
locations offering senior doses 

if their birth date shows they 
ualify.
Webby advised making sure 

older relati es and friends know 
about the senior shots, in case 
they’re not told when they seek 
vaccination.

hey should at least ask, o 
you have the shots that are bet-
ter for me? ’’’ Webby said. “The 
bottom line is they do work bet-
ter’’ for this age group.

f a location is out of senior-
targeted doses, it’s better to get 
a standard fl u shot than to skip 
vaccination, according to the 
Centers for isease Control and 
Prevention.

ll fl u accines in the . . 
 including types for people 

younger than   are uad-
ri alent,’’ meaning they guard 
against four different fl u strains. 

ounger people ha e choices, 
too, including shots for those 
with egg allergies and a nasal 
spray ersion called FluMist.

Why fl u experts are on alert
ustralia just experienced its 

worst fl u season in fi e years 
and what happens in South-
ern Hemisphere winters often 
foreshadows what Northern 
countries can expect, said Dr. 
Andrew Pekosz of the Johns 
Hopkins loomberg chool of 

ublic Health.
nd people ha e largely aban-

doned masking and distancing 
precautions that earlier in the 
pandemic also helped pre ent 
the spread of other respiratory 
bugs like the fl u.

his poses a risk especially 
to young children who may not 
have had much if any previous 
exposure to infl uen a iruses 
prior to this season,’’ Pekosz 
added.

his year we will ha e a 
true infl uen a season like we 
saw before the pandemic,’’ said 

r. Jason ewland, a pediatric 
infectious disease specialist at 

Washington U niversity in St. 
Louis.

He said children’s hospitals 
already are seeing an unusual 
early spike in other respiratory 
infections including V, or 
respiratory syncytial irus, and 
worries fl u likewise will strike 
earlier than usual  like it did in 

ustralia.
he C C ad ises a fl u ac-

cine by the end of ctober but 
says they can be given any time 
during fl u season. t takes about 
two weeks for protection to set 
in.

he . . expects  mil-
lion to  million doses this 
year. nd yes, you can get a fl u 
shot and an updated C V -  
booster at the same time – one 
in each arm to lessen soreness.

Flu shots of the future
The companies that make the 

two most widely used C V-
-  accines now are testing 

fl u shots made with the same 
technology. ne reason  hen 
infl uen a mutates, the recipes 
of so-called m  accines 
could be updated more uickly 
than today’s fl u shots, most of 
which are made by growing in-
fl uen a irus in chicken eggs.

fi er and its partner i-
o ech are recruiting ,  
healthy . . adults to recei e 
either its experimental infl uen-
a shot or a regular kind, to see 

how effective the new approach 
pro es this fl u season.

i al Moderna tested its er-
sion in about ,  people in 

ustralia, rgentina and other 
countries during the Southern 
Hemisphere’s fl u season and is 
awaiting results.

The Associated Press Health 
and Science Department re-
ceives support from the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute’s De-
partment of Science Education. 
The AP is solely responsible for 
all content.

 de eloped shingles in Feb-
ruary of . t is now cto-
ber  and  am still feeling 
the affects of shingles.  don’t 
ha e the rash. t went away 
completely in ugust . 
 still ha e pain.  am a little 

disappointed with my doctors 
because none of them gave me 
any idea of what  was in for 
when  de eloped shingles. 

Most of my education about 
shingles came from me doing 
shingle articles, Facebook and 
my friends. My doctors still 
haven’t given me information 
that puts my mind at ease. n-
formation is the key to coping 
with an illness.

his is Chapter  of my ex-
perience with hingles

Women have an unfortunate 
distinction of being more sus-
ceptible to men to this pain-
ful skin disease caused by the 
herpes zoster virus that causes 
shingles. t has been long con-
sidered a once in a lifetime 
of affl iction.  Mayo Clinic 
study re ealed that more than 

 of the suffers experience 
a second bout within a year. 
Women have a reoccurrence 
of .

hingles de elop when the 
aricella oster irus, which 

is the same virus, that causes 
chickenpox. The virus that is 
hiding in your nerves becomes 
reactivate at a time when a 
person’s immune function is 
reduced. he shingles risk 
rises as you age because your 
immune system gradually 
declines. he irus follows a 
ner e path that leads out from 
the spine, tra els around one 
side of your body and surfac-
ing at nerve endings in your 
skin. he infl amed ner e be-
come extremely painful and 
the affected skin erupt in clus-
ters of fl uid fi lled blisters that 
take a while to crust o er and 
heal. hingles on the face can 
affect the eye and cause vision 
loss.

s bad as shingles can be an 
even scarier thread is a com-

plication called postherpetic 
neuralgia H  that de elops 
in about  of the shingles 
patients. PHN is characterized 
by intense ner e pain that lin-
gers for months are even years 
after the blisters themsel es 
of healed. his burning stab-
bing sensation of PHN can be 
so se ere that e en the feeling 
of clothing or bree e against 
your skin can be unbearable. 
f you suffer from H  you 

will often experience depres-
sion, isolation and concentra-
tion problems.

For pre ention get acci-
nated. he shingles accine 
can reduce the shingles risk 
by an estimate of  to . 
Vaccinated people who do de-
elop shingles typically expe-

rience a milder outbreak and 
maybe less ulnerable to re-
occurrence than unvaccinated 
people.

he fi rst sign of shingles 
usually is the tingling, burn-
ing itching sensation on the 
skin, most often on one side 
of your torso. hingles can de-
elop anywhere. his follows 

within a few days with red, 
blotchy rash that later turn to 
blisters. ome people also de-
elop a headache or fe er. My 

symptoms started a month be-
fore  saw a rash.  got raised 
bumps but no itch.  did get 
pain. That’s what sent me to 

rgent Care. rgent Care said 
there was nothing they could 
do.  then went to the . 

hey diagnosed my shingles.  
ymptoms of shingles can 

include
•  A red rash that begins a 

few days after the pain.
 Fluid-fi lled blisters that 

break open and crust over.
 tching.
 ain, burning or tingling.

•  Sensitivity to touch.
f you ha e possible symp-

toms of shingles see your 
physician immediately.  pre-
scription of an anti iral drug 
such as acyclo ir o irax , 
famciclo ir Fan ir  or ala-
cyclo ir Valtrex  can lessen 
the se erity of shingles and 

signifi cantly reduce H . 
en though  was diag-

nosed with shingles in the , 
they didn’t prescribe any anti-

iral drugs.  called my doc-
tor on Monday and he didn’t 
prescribe any anti iral drugs 
either.

Pain was my biggest prob-
lem. t ne er stopped. he fi rst 
pain management prescribed 
by my doctor was an over-the-
counter drug that did nothing 
for pain that is cause by nerve 
issues. Finally  was gi en a 
prescription that should re-
duce my pain. nfortunately 
they didn’t prescribe a high 
enough dose. hey fi nally got 
the dose right. hey also pre-
scribed over-the-counter pain 
patches. The patches had no 
effect on the pain. 

opical and oral H  medi-
cations can ha e potentially 
serious side effects. t’s im-
portant that you work closely 
with your doctor when using 
pain management drugs.

There is no cure for shin-
gles, but treatment can help 
ease your symptoms until 
the condition impro es. n 
many cases, shingles gets bet-
ter within around two to four 
weeks. My shingles experi-
ence lasted for months. fter 
nine months  still ha e prob-
lems.

Your risk of spreading the 
shingles irus is low if your 
rash is co ered. ou should 
keep the rash covered, don’t 
touch or scratch the rash and 
wash your hands often to pre-
ent the spread. nce your 

rash has de eloped a crust, 
you are no longer contagious.

Standards of care dictate 
that your providers once di-
agnosed with shingles based 
on the history of pain on one 
side of your body, along with 
the telltale rash and blisters 
they should start treating you 
for shingles. our health care 
pro ider may also take a tis-
sue sample or culture of the 
blisters to send to the lab. his 
didn’t happen. ’m still wait-
ing for answers.

his year, the merican Cancer o-
ciety C  estimates that health pro-
fessionals will diagnose more than 

,  new cases of in asi e breast 
cancer and ,  new cases of ductal 
carcinoma in situ stage  breast cancer 
in women in the U nited States.

hile there has been an o erall  
percent decline in breast cancer deaths 
o er the last three decades  thanks to 
gains in awareness, early diagnosis, and 
treatment – there remains a persistent 
mortality gap between black women 
and white women. uccinctly, frican 

merican women ha e a  breast 
cancer mortality rate.

arlier this year,  H  an-
nounced four original -minute 
dramas to premiere during Minority 
Mental Health Month July  and reast 
Cancer wareness Month.

he short fi lms celebrate the stories 
of black women, which are all written, 
directed, and produced by black women 
while bringing awareness to issues di-
rectly affecting the black community.

ctresses Meagan Good, aturi 
aughton, ichina rnold, and isa-
aye Mccoy ser e as specially in ited 

directors.
For McCoy, who slayed in fi lms like 
he layer’s Club,” he ood,” 

and wice itten,” her behind-the-

camera directorial skills shined on ct. 
 with the premiere of he ink Fight,” 

a capti ating fi lm about a female boxer 
diagnosed with breast cancer.

he fi lm follows omeka  played by 
boxing champion Claressa hields  as 
she and her wife fi ght for sur i al after 
a devastating breast cancer diagnosis.

“Breast cancer has attacked my fam-
ily. ome ha e sur i ed, and some ha e 
not,” McCoy said during an appearance 
on the ational ewspaper ublishers 

ssociation’s li e morning show, et t 
Be Known.

 was an ambassador for usan . 
omen and ran my fi rst  race with 

them.  didn’t want to be one of those 

public fi gures who cut the ribbon and 
be off. here was a joy that  got when 
 crossed the fi nish line that  wouldn’t 

ha e gotten if  didn’t participate. ou 
ha e to walk the walk.”

n he ink Fight,” McCoy did 
just so, helping to bring to the screen 
the rollercoaster of emotions that come 
with a breast cancer diagnosis  am 
absolutely proud to ha e taken this op-
portunity,” McCoy said. he renowned 
actress described herself as ery strict 
behind the camera. My reputation is 
that  don’t take no stuff,” McCoy as-
serted. However, tempering that asser-
tion, McCoy noted that she’s a bit of a 
jokester.

hen  began to reali e that  had 
alue from coming from in front of the 

screen as an actress,  know how it is to 
have to muster emotions that may not 
be there because you may not have ex-
perienced this in your life,” she said, de-
scribing the job of a director.  will say 
that my lead actress, Clarissa hields, is 
a powerhouse. he’s a professional box-
er and the only male or female boxer to 
hold four major world championships.”

McCoy continued  Clarissa wanted 
to get her feet wet as an actress, and she 
was a little ner ous about the emotional 
part, but that’s the part she did best.”

McCoy said she hopes the fi lm will 
inspire black women and their support 

system not to take any potential health 
problems for granted. s strong as 
people want to portray black women, 
we are still girls,” McCoy insisted. 

e’re still daddy’s girls and momma’s 
babies.  lot of time we get afraid to go 
to the doctor and when you don’t have 
good insurance and you feel they’re 
not going to pay for this and you don’t 
ha e symptoms and then you say ’m 
ok.’” hat’s where self-examination 
counts as crucial, McCoy stated.

 was paranoid,” she declared. e 
are nervous and scared. We say things 
like if we don’t know about it, we don’t 
ha e to deal with it. ut we can head it 
off. e can ha e a second chance at life 
if we get diagnosed before it’s too late.

e ha e a good sur i al rate, and 
you can li e a healthy life. ou just 
can’t act like you don’t know anything 
about it. ialogue is so important for 
us.” hat’s what the ink Fight” high-
lights, McCoy continued. thletes 
think they are a pillar of health. hey 
eat right, eat salads and exercise,” she 
related. hat’s why you need that ac-
countability partner, someone to say,  
think it’s worth us going to check this 
out.’

he operati e word is us.’ ome-
one to say they’ll go with you because 
there’s this rollercoaster of emotions, 
and you’re wondering if you’ll sur i e 
chemo and radiation. 

H H

Actress and Director LisaRaye McCoy talks 
breast cancer and her  fi lm  he in  ight

t s fl  accine time 
and seniors need 
re ed p shots

hingles hapter 
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Before I 
knew it, the 
words tum-
bled out of my 
mouth with 
such feroc-
ity that I was 

surprised. I could also tell by 
the stunned looks on the faces 
of my students that they were 
also surprised by my swift re-
sponse. And the student who’d 
asked the q uestion sat looking 
like he’d just been stomped on 
by a WWE superstar.

I didn’t curse or yell at the 
student but gave him such no-
nonsense response to what 
was designed to start a ver-
bal fi ght between us that he 
sat silent for a few minutes. 
He even repeated the q ues-
tion when it appeared that he 
didn’t get the fi ght he wanted. 
I’m not sure if he was trying 
to get me to yell at him or 

see me lose my cool in front 
of class. I was trying to think 
of the words of Proverbs 15: 1 
“A gentle response defuses 
anger, but a sharp tongue 
kindles a temper-fi re,” but the 
words came to my mind after 
the class was over.

After it happened, I hon-
estly felt bad. I could see the 
other students tense up be-
cause they weren’t sure what 
was going to happen next. I 
tried to joke about them look-
ing startled and did my best to 
steer the class discussion back 
to the lesson topic.

Funny thing is I had anoth-
er student in another class do 
the exact same thing one day 
earlier and I just ignored her 
comments. I’m also not try-
ing to be deep and spiritual 
about two similar experienc-
es, but was God trying to tell 
me something?  Of course, he 
was. God always speaks to us 
through our experiences, no 

matter how seemingly insig-
nifi cant, if we choose to listen 
and pay attention.

Last week, I wrote “You 
ha e to do your, part .” he 
more I thought about it, these 
incidents show that I needed 
to take some of my own ad-
vice. As much as I fussed 
about my students not doing 
their part to succeed in class, 
I was guilty of doing the least 
amount when it came to cer-
tain areas of my life. I know 
what God’s word says, I just 
have to do a much better job 
of applying it.

I knew deep down that I 
could have handled the situa-
tion better. Like most people, 
I know when I’m about to 
cross that line. In this situ-
ation, doing my part meant 
that I listen more than I speak. 
Doing my part also meant that 
when I did speak, I should of-
fer affi rming and encourag-
ing words, not harsh words. I 

needed to put into the action 
the truth of Proverb 15: 1:  “A 
soft and gentle and thoughtful 
answer turns away wrath, But 
harsh and painful and careless 
words stir up anger.”

In addition, I needed to be 
more intentional about giving 
a much more compassionate 
response. Pray for me because 
’m defi nitely working on that 

one.
We also have to do our part 

in the areas where we fi nd it 
most diffi cult because it’s in 
those areas that we grow the 
most.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth, Texas based author 
of “Love Hangover: Moving 
from Pain to Purpose After 
a Relationship Ends” and 
“Writing to the Beat of God’s 
Heart: A Book of Prayers for 
Writers.” Email preserved-
bypurpose@gmail.com or 
follow her on Twitter @she-
wanda.

You have to 
do your part

P A R T  2

Amos 6: 1 reads, 
“Woe to them that 
are at ease in ion.” 

he church at ar-
dis was charged 
with a sin of hypoc-
risy. hey professed 

to be something that they were not. 
hey were attempting to li e a 

name, but they were dead, spiritu-
ally speaking. hey had a profes-
sion without a possession.

here is a lot of hypocrisy to-
day. Many churches today have the 
name, but they are dead spiritually. 

hey ha e drifted away from their 
fi rst lo e. hey may be increased 
with goods, but the Bible tells us 
that the Laodicean church though 
they had need of nothing; however, 
they had need of spiritual renewal.

We need to examine our person-
al relationship with God. Are we 
zealous for the Lord?  Do we have 
any zeal to work for God?  How is 
our love for God?  Do we have a 
burden for lost souls?  When we see 
Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses and 

e enth ay d entist walking up 
and down the city streets, it both-
ers us because they are spreading 
false teachings. How about the rich 
experience that we once had, is it 
still vital?  How freq uently do we 
‘ amen’ the message?  I like to see 
people show some excitement in 

the services. When was the last 
time we testifi ed

o doubt, life in ardis had 
become too easy for the church. 
Hard times and persecutions are 
good for the church. he church in 

ardis found nothing to do, which 
reminds me of what Amos said in 
6: 1. Even though I am older, I still 
like excitement, and the church is 
so exciting. In this day and age of 
simple living, we must be careful 
that we do not drift.

econd imothy -  states  
his know also, that in the last 

days perilous times shall come. 
For men shall be lovers of their 
own selves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient 
to parents, unthankful, unholy.” 
We should be so thankful, because 
unthankfulness can cause us to be-
come unholy. e read in econd 

imothy - , reach the ord  
be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine. For the 
time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but after 
their own lusts shall they heap to 
themselves teachers, having itch-
ing ears; and they shall turn away 
their ears from the truth, and shall 
be turned unto fables.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pas-
tor of Joynes Road Church of God, 
31 Joynes Road, Hampton, VA 
23669. 

P R E S E R V E D Perilous 
times

 By Shewanda Riley
Col um nis t

 By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
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There is always a 
new low for Trump 
Republicans. And 
that is pretty fright-
ening.

Take the latest 
exercise in lawless-

ness, dishonesty and cruelty from 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis. He 
chartered a plane to send dozens of 
mostly V enezuelan asylum seekers 
from Texas to Martha’s V ineyard, 
an island community off the coast 
of Cape Cod in Massachusetts. He 
clearly was gleeful about the idea 
of sticking it to liberals and gloat-
ing about it on right-wing media.

It wasn’t even an original idea. 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott had al-
ready been putting migrants on 
buses to cities like Washing-
ton, D.C., where they have been 
dropped off in front of FOX  News 
and outside V ice President Harris’ 
residence – a giveaway that the 
purpose is publicity.

he news of the e antis fl ight 
made it clear that he was exploit-
ing vulnerable people for his own 
political advantage. And the more 
we learn, the worse it gets.

 lawsuit fi led on behalf of peo-
ple decei ed into taking the fl ight 
says the migrants were approached 
in San Antonio by people pretend-
ing to offer humanitarian assis-
tance. They were promised that 
jobs, housing and other assistance 
were waiting for them if they were 
willing to get on a plane.

None of it was true. These vul-
nerable people were reportedly 
told lies about where they were 
going and given brochures with 
false information about help that 
would be waiting for them. Even 
worse, they may have unknowing-
ly threatened their asylum claims 
by making it likely that they would 
miss court appointments sched-
uled far from where they had been 

fl own.
DeSantis and his henchmen 

hadn’t contacted go ernment offi -
cials or nonprofi t organi ations in 
Massachusetts. It was a photo op. 
t was defi nitely political. nd it 

was possibly illegal. The sheriff in 
Bexar County, Texas, has opened 
a criminal investigation into the 
false pretenses under which people 
were lured onto the planes. A law-
suit has been fi led on the migrants’ 
behalf.

White House Press Secretary 
Karine Jean-Pierre slammed De-
Santis for “alerting FOX  News 
and not city or state offi cials about 
a plan to abandon children fl eeing 
communism,” calling it “a cruel, 
premeditated political stunt.”

f course, it’s not the fi rst time 
that dishonorable politicians have 
exploited vulnerable people. In 
fact, racist white southerners who 
were resisting segregation in the 
early 19 60s did almost the same 
thing to black Americans 60 years 
ago.

The Washington Post recently 
highlighted that history. A group 
of segregationists organized “Re-
verse Freedom Rides” in 19 62 as 
retaliation for the Freedom Rides 
that carried civil rights activists 
throughout the South in 19 61. Ac-
cording to the Post, “The plot was 
organized by white supremacist 
Citizens’ Councils in Arkansas, 
who bought radio ads and made 
fl iers ad ertising the opportu-
nity’ to African Americans.” One 
Arkansas woman and nine of her 
children were dropped off on Cape 
Cod near the Kennedy family’s 
compound because she had been 
falsely told that Kennedy was go-
ing to greet them.

Sounds awfully familiar, doesn’t 
it?

Last year, journalist Adam Ser-
wer published a book called “The 
Cruelty is the Point:  The Past, 
Present, and Future of Trump’s 

America.” Serwer has made the 
point that Trump is a symptom, 
not the cause, of a cruel streak 
in American politics. There is a 
long history of backlash against 
progress, going back to the post-
Reconstruction period in which 
white supremacists used violence 
to reverse the enfranchisement of 
black people.

DeSantis’s scheme to deceive, 
manipulate, and harm vulner-
able people seeking asylum in our 
country is evidence that the cru-
elty wielded by Trump and em-
braced by so many of his followers 
will continue to poison our politics 
if Trump or DeSantis or someone 
of their ilk is the Republican presi-
dential nominee in 2024.

Recognizing this truth is impor-
tant to understanding the work we 
have ahead of us. We must also 
recognize that the cruelty in our 
past and our present is not our 
whole story.

Our story also includes good 
people in Hyannis in the 19 60s 
and in Martha’s V ineyard this year 
who responded by mobilizing to 
welcome and support the arrivals. 
It includes the people of all colors 
and faiths who have repeatedly 
built movements to expand civil 
rights and promote human dignity, 
and who have given their time and 
treasure to elect political leaders 
who appeal to our national ideals 
rather than trash them.

We should be outraged at the 
cruelty displayed by some of our 
leaders. Let us also be motivated, 
and optimistic, that we can out-
organize and overcome them.

Ben Jealous serves as president 
of People For the American Way 
and Professor of the Practice at 
the U niversity of Pennsylvania. A 
N ew Y ork Times best-selling au-
thor, his next book “N ever Forget 
O ur People Were Always Free”will 
be published by Harper Collins in 
D ecember 20 22.

We all know that 
Democracy is under 
attack; that democ-
racy is a system of 
government that is 
based on the con-
cept of government 

for the people and by the people, 
inclusive of all the people and not 
just a few seeking to control ev-
eryone else. Such a government is 
based upon the electoral process 
we have in this country. It was that 
same electoral process that put 

onald rump in offi ce as resi-
dent of the U nited States and it was 
that same process that voted him 
out and Joe Biden in as President.

We have seen the efforts of some 
people using voter suppression 
methods in more than 21 states to 
undermine the electoral process 
in an effort to control voting. We 
have also seen the failure to block 
the election of the ethnically iden-

tifi able . . enators in the tate 
of Georgia. Now, as we approach 
the November 8 , 2022 midterm 
elections we see the enemies of 
democracy once again attempting 
to stack the ballots with those who 
share their belief in the Big Lie 
that Trump won the last election. 

The recent disasters resulting 
from Hurricane Ian with the mas-
sive destruction of property and 
loss of life in states like Florida 
and the Carolinas, and the wild-
fi res likewise destroying li es 
and property have made the act of 
survival so important, that voting 
will appear to many as no longer 
important. 

This must not be allowed to hap-
pen. 

We must all vote, no matter what 
it takes and black people, in partic-
ular, cannot afford not to vote be-
cause we are always in the position 
of already being further behind 
than others. In the midst of this 
crisis, we must remind the Presi-
dent that it was the black vote that 

turned his campaign from loser 
to winner. And, it was the female 
black vote in particular that made 
the difference.

If we stood in long lines and 
marched to get the V oting Rights 
Act of 19 65, then we can endure 
some hardships in the midst of 
these disasters to be sure that our 
votes are counted. Those who 
bought the “Big Lie” that President 
Biden did not win the election, are 
counting on most of us not show-
ing up at the polls on November 8 , 
2022.

“We the People.” “We” are De-
mocracy at work. We must not let 
others steal our right to not only 
be heard but also to participate as 
guaranteed by the 13th, 14th, and 
15th Amendments to the U .S. Con-
stitution. 

Once again, the Black V ote has 
an opportunity to determine the 
outcome of the November 8 th 
General Election. Let’s not be the 
only people who don’t realize our 
strength.
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The cruelty
of exploiting 

vulnerable people
for political advantage

Democracy, 
disasters and the 

Black Vote

 By Ben Jealous
People For the American Way

Our land that we call home 
is unraveling. The sad but 
factual truth is that we are 
watching the erosion take 
place right in front of us.

Each day we wake up, 
we see the wrongdoing that 

is taking place. Yet the will to intercede 
seems to be lacking.

The problem is that we are using our 
will instead of His will to fi x it. e now 
have become the suffering states in the 
minds of many people. We have lost our 
direction and our focus.

Our country has fallen into bad habits 
and into the hands of the wrong people. 
We need to return to His hands because 
we the people have strayed.

Let me say up front that I am a believer 
and in the fourth q uarter of my life. I have 
lived a long time and I have experienced a 
lot of things over my lifetime. So, when I 
talk about the old school, I don’t mean 25 
years ago.

America has lost its status and stature in 
the world. Traditional rules and regulations 
have fallen by the wayside. Structures and 
principles we grew up with no longer have 
their place in our beloved community. In 
the q uest for getting ahead these days, ev-
eryone is too busy to continue the ideals 
that our parents and grandparents used.

Let’s take a q uick look at some of what 
we did back in the day.

For example, families had dinner to-
gether each day. It would give us a chance 
to talk about our day and to have fellow-
ship.

As children, Sunday was a church day. 
We had Sunday School, big church and 
BTU  ( Baptist Training U nion)  in the eve-
ning. Simply stated, we had a spiritual 
foundation.

We knew everyone in our neighbor-
hood, and we were respectful to our el-
ders. When the streetlights came on, we 
had to come inside. Those lights coming 

on signaled the end of our outside activi-
ties.

Recently, our revered pastor, Fred Luter 
Jr. at Franklin Avenue Baptist Church in 
New Orleans, Louisiana preached a pro-
found sermon entitled, “Rebuilding Our 
Foundation.”

In it, Pastor Luter talked about rebuild-
ing our foundation of dignity, decency and 
devotion. The eloq uence and timeliness 
of this preached word have stayed on my 
mind and in my heart.

He said, “Our foundations are being 
destroyed. The body of believers is acting 
more like the world.” Pastor Luter is right.

If you look around, we are slowly com-
ing apart at the seams. What has become 
of us?  Our armor once solid is cracking 
and as Pastor Fred Luter Jr. said q uot-
ing Bobby Womack, “Nobody wants you 
when you are down and out.”

The bridges are falling, and the walls 
are crumbling. The bridge of humanity 
is giving way and the wall of compassion 
has melted away. We don’t treat each other 
right and it is showing. Killings and shoot-
ings are now commonplace as we wake up 
each morning to sad and sorrowful news.

Family responsibilities and roles have 
taken a turn. Children are becoming bold-
er, taking chances with their futures by 
becoming involved in bad behavior.

Most importantly and in my opinion, 
our spirituality has gone on an ill-advised 
and ill-timed vacation.

ntil we fi nd our way back, wrong will 
feel like right and bad will feel like good. 
Our barometers of kindness and treating 
each other with dignity and respect have 
sunken to a new low.

Some would argue that these current 
maladies will only get worse. We need a 
panacea of hope and an elixir of good will 
if we are truly to be our brother’s and sis-
ter’s keeper.

I believe we can overcome if we lean 
on His understanding and not our under-
standing. We have tried everything else. 
Now let us try Him.

Ask and it will be given.

The United States 
Of America has 

cracks in its 
walls. Can they 

be repaired?

 By Dr. John Warren
San Diego Voice and 
Viewpoint/NNPA Member

By James B. Ewers Jr.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio
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NOTICE OF APPEAL FOR A VARIANCE 

Z ONING CASE NO. 416 7

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in 
any way affected thereby, that East Ridge, LLC has fi led with the Planning 
Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Variance from 
the required lot width of 60’ for R-1A zoned properties to allow for six  (6) 
52’7” wide lots for the property located at 0 Douglass Dr. (Parcel 540-344-
1) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particularly described as:

79.525.5 Square Feet or 1.8256 Acres consisting of part of the property in 
Lot 36 of the E.D. Fondren Estate, a subdivision in Section 24, T6N/R2E, 
the City of Jackson, First Judicial District, Hinds County, Mississippi the 
Record Plat of which is fi led in Plat Book 7 at Page 30 of the Hinds County 
Land Records for the said First Judicial District, said property being more 
fully described as follows:

Begin at the NW corner of Lot 1 of Hazlevern Heights, a subdivision in Sec-
tion 24, T6N/RIE, the City of Jackson, First Judicial District, Hinds County 
Mississippi the Record Plat of which is fi led in Plat Book 10 at Page 20 of 
the Hinds County Land Records for the First Judicial District, said point 
being on the South line of the right-of-way for Douglas Drive and proceed 
thence:

S11° 14’ 44”E along the West line of Lots 1 and 4 of Hazlevern Heights for 
572.30 feet to a point on the North line of the property conveyed to Dorothy 
D. Johnson by the Warranty Deed fi led in Deed Book 2554 at page 320 
and Deed Book 2552 at page 693 of the Hinds County Land Records for 
the First Judicial District; thence, S 80° 16’ 17”W along the North line of the 
above cited Dorothy D. Johnson property for 200.0 feet to a point on the 
East line of Lot 26 of Eastwood Place, Part 2, a subdivision in Section 24, 
T6N/RIE, the City of Jackson, First Judicial District, Hinds County Missis-
sippi the Record Plat of which is fi led in Plat Book 21 at Page 6 of the Hinds 
County Land Records for the First Judicial District; thence,

N 11° 19’ 00”W along the East line of Lots 26, 25, and 24 of Eastwood 
Place, Part 2 for 315.81 feet; thence,

N 78° 41’ E for 140.33 feet; thence,

N 11°14’ 44”W for 274.64 feet to a point on the South line of the right-of-
way for Douglas Drive; thence,

S 79° 40’ E along the South line of the right-of-way for Douglas Drive for 
65.51 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING

Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, 
August 24, 2022 with a recommendation to deny.  The applicant has fi led 
an Appeal of the recommendation of the Planning Board.  The Case will be 
heard at the City Council’s Zoning Meeting in the Council Chambers, First 
Floor, City Hall, 219 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 2:30 
p.m., on Monday, October 17, 2022.

Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, 
August 24, 2022 with a recommendation to deny.  The applicant has fi led 
an Appeal of the recommendation of the Planning Board.  The Case will be 
heard at the City Council’s Zoning Meeting in the Council Chambers, First 
Floor, City Hall, 219 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 2:30 
p.m., on Monday, October 17, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 30th day of September 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

9/29/2022, 10/13/2022

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPEAL FOR A REZ ONING AND A USE PERMIT 

Z ONING CASE NO. 418 3

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or 
in any way affected thereby, that Luxe Homes, LLC has fi led with the Plan-
ning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning 
from R-1A (Single-Family) Residential to R-2 (Single-Family & Two-Family) 
Residential District to allow for the construction of a 2-unit town house devel-
opment for the property located on Parcel 507-2 (formerly 5016 Old Canton 
Rd) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particularly described as:

Lot 1, Briarwood Addition, Part 1, a subdivision according to a map or plat 
thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 17 at page 26, reference 
to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description

Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, Au-
gust 24, 2022 with a recommendation to deny.  The applicant has fi led an Ap-
peal of the recommendation of the Planning Board.  The Case will be heard 
at the City Council’s Zoning Meeting in the Council Chambers, First Floor, 
City Hall, 219 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 2:30 p.m., on 
Monday, October 17, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 30th day of September 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

9/29/2022, 10/13/2022

LEGAL

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City  of  Ja ckson 

Ja ckson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Offi ce of Jackson, the bid must 
be stamped by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, November 01, 2022, at which time said 
bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President 
Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

75077-110122 Twenty-Four Month Supply of #610 Limestone

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

Offi cial bid documents can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.cen-
tralbidding.com,bids are also available at www.centralbidding.com or for as-
sist call 225-810-4814.

The above must comply with the City’s specifi cations.   Copies of proposal 
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President 
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, and Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of 
bid specifi cations are fi led with the City Clerk for public record in accordance 
with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a 
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, 
with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by au-
thority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply with the 
City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being 
awarded an eligible contract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Pro-
gram, please contact the Offi ce of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.   
Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO 
Program are available with the Offi ce of Economic Development at 218 South 
President Street, Second Floor, and Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  
Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net 
price in accordance with specifi cations.  The award could be according to the 
lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all 
or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may be considered when evaluating 
the bid proposal.   In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that 
the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, 
or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the 
proposal form.  Absence of such statement means the city will make that 
determination during the bid review.

Monica Oliver, Purchasing Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1028

10/13/2022, 10/20/2022

LEGAL

Ad v er tisement f or  RFP
RFP 2022-25 Dig ita l Liter a cy  Lea r ning  Pla tf or m

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board 
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevail-
ing Time), October 27, 2022, at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any 
and all RFPs, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any 
RFP if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date RFPs are opened.
There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Down-
load from Central Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee 
of $49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. 
Vendors must be registered with Central Bidding in order to electronically 
upload RFPs proposals at no cost. For any questions concerning the process, 
or how to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. 
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, 
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, 
MS 39201.

10/13/2022, 10/20/2022

LEGAL

Ad v er tisement f or  RFP
RFP 2022-26  Sta nd a r d s-Alig ned  Assessment Items f or  Stu d ent 

Pr a ctice a nd  Enr ichment

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board 
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevail-
ing Time), November 02, 2022 at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any 
and all RFPs, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any 
RFP if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date RFPs/ are opened.
There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Down-
load from Central Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee 
of $49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. 
Vendors must be registered with Central Bidding in order to electronically 
upload RFPs proposals at no cost. For any questions concerning the process, 
or how to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.
  
Special Notice
Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. 
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, 
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, 
MS 39201.

10/13/2022, 10/20/2022

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
 JTRAN BUS STOP IMPROVEMENTS CITY 

PROJECT NO. RFP# 2022-02

Sealed bids will be received by the City Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi 
at the offi ce of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, P.O. Box 17, 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. CST, Tuesday, October 18, 2022, for 
supplying all labor and materials (as specifi ed) necessary for JTRAN Bus Stop 
Improvements, REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)#2022-02.

Principal items of work are as follows:

1. Removal of Signs, including post and footing-190 each;
2. Removal of Sign Panels, including hardware-174 SF;
3. Maintenance of Traffi c;
4. Mobilization;
5. Standard Roadside Signs, Sheet Aluminum, 0.080” Thickness-1325 SF;
6. Square Tube Post, 1.75”x 1.75”, 14 GA-6570 LF;
7. Square Tube Post, 2”x 2”, 12 GA-1767 LF

The above general outline of features of the work does not in any way limit the 
responsibility of the Contractor to perform all work and furnish all labor, equipment 
and materials required by the specifi cations and the drawings referred to therein.

Contract time for this contract shall be 120 consecutive calendar days from the ef-
fective date shown in the Notice to Proceed. Liquidated damages will be assessed 
for each consecutive calendar day the Work has not achieved Final Completion. 
The amount of liquidated damages per day will be $500.00 plus any additional 
actual costs above $500.00 incurred by the Owner. These actual costs include, 
but are not limited to, engineering, inspection, and other construction related costs 
resulting from the Contractor’s failure to complete the work on schedule.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business 
opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selec-
tion, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal 
Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the 
provision of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive 
Order. Failure to comply with the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a contrac-
tor, bidder, or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information 
on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the 
Division of Equal Business Opportunity at 601-960-1856. Copies of the Execu-
tive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are available at 200 
South President Street, Suite 223, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that all bidders 
will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will 
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex, 
in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and 
ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, 
initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/
or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract 
with the City on various projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the 
City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment 
opportunities.

The City of Jackson ensures that the Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBEs), 
as outlined in 49 C.F.R. Part 26, as amended, have the maximum opportunity to 
participate in the performance of contracts. Therefore, it is imperative that you read 
the DBE Section and complete the necessary paperwork in its entirety. If there 
is any evidence or indication that two or more bidders are in collusion to restrict 
competition or are otherwise engaged in anti-competitive practices, the submis-
sion of all such bidders shall be rejected, and such evidence may be cause for 
disqualifi cation of the participants in any future solicitation undertaken by the City 
of Jackson.

Bidders must be qualifi ed under Mississippi Law and show current Certifi cate of 
Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Public Contractors estab-
lishing his classifi cation as to the value and type of construction on which he is 
authorized to bid.

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal forms to be provided, sealed in an 
envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for JTRAN BUS 
STOP IMPROVEMENTS, REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)#2022-02.” Each 
bidder shall write his Certifi cate of Responsibility Number on the outside of the 
sealed envelope containing his proposal.

Each Bidder must submit with his proposal a separate attachment stating the Bid-
der’s qualifi cations to perform the Work. The Statement of Qualifi cations shall list 
past projects of similar size and nature, a list of references with name and tele-
phone number, a list of key personnel who will perform the work, and other informa-
tion supporting the bidder’s qualifi cations.

Bids, EBO and DBE plans shall be submitted in triplicate (bound/stapled sepa-
rately), sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mississippi 
prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder may withdraw his bid 
within 90 days after the actual date of the opening thereof.

Offi cial Bid Documents, including the Contract Documents and Drawings can be 
downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbidding.com. Electronic Bids may 
be submitted at www.centralbidding.com. For any questions related to the elec-
tronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

A Pre-Bid Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 20, 2022 at 9:00 AM CST 
in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the JTRAN Administrative Maintenance Fa-
cility at 1785 Highway 80W, Jackson, Mississippi 39204. Attendance by all potential 
contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties is strongly encouraged.

Awarding public contracts to non-resident Bidders will be on the same basis as 
the non-resident bidder’s state awards contracts to Mississippi Contractors bid-
ding under similar circumstances. Current state law, Mississippi General Laws of 
2010, Chapter 383, section 31-3-21 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, 
requires a non-resident bidder to attach to the bid a copy of the Bidder’s resident 
state’s current laws pertaining to such state’s treatment of nonresident contractors. 
Non-resident bidders must attach to their bid a copy of any bid preference law of 
the state, city, county, parish, province, nation or political subdivision where they 
are domiciled. If there is no such law where they are domiciled, all non-resident 
bidders shall attach a letter to their bid stating that there is no bid preference law 
where they are domiciled. The bid of any non-resident bidder who fails to attach to 
its bid a copy of its domicile’s bid preference law or a letter stating that its domicile 
has no such bid preference law, whichever is applicable, shall be rejected and not 
considered for award.

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certifi ed Check in an amount 
equal to fi ve percent (5%) of the bid, payable to the City of Jackson as bid security. 
Bidders shall also submit a current fi nancial statement, if requested by the City of 
Jackson. The successful bidder will be required to furnish a Payment Bond and 
Performance Bond each in the amount of 100% of the contract amount.

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifi cations, Instructions to Bidders and Bidders 
Proposal forms are on fi le and open to public inspection in the Offi ce of Transporta-
tion, Department of Planning & Development, City of Jackson, Mississippi and the 
Offi ce of the City Clerk.

Constructions plans were completed through the Offi ce of Transportation, 1785 
Highway 80 W, Jackson, MS 39204. For technical questions email mguice@jack-
sonms.gov.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all Bidders that minority and women business 
enterprises are solicited to bid on these contracts as prime contractors and are 
encouraged to make inquiries regarding potential subcontracting opportunities, 
equipment, material and/or supply needs.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any 
informalities or irregularities therein.

Christine Welch, Deputy 
Director Offi ce of Transportation

9/22/2022 9/29/2022 10/6/2022 10/13/2022 
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AMENDED AND RESTATED RESOLUTION DECLARING THE INTENTION OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 
TO EITHER ISSUE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OF THE CITY, AND/ OR 
ISSUE A GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND OF THE CITY FOR SALE TO THE 
MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT BANK AND/ OR ENTER INTO A LOAN WITH 
THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT BANK, ALL IN AN AGGREGATE PRINCI-
PAL AMOUNT OF NOT TO EX CEED SEVEN MILLION FIVE HUNDRED THOU-
SAND DOLLARS ( $ 7 ,500,000)  TO RAISE MONEY FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
REPAIRING, IMPROVING, ADORNING AND EQ UIPPING THE ARTS CENTER 
OF MISSISSIPPI AND THE RUSSELL C. DAVIS PLANETARIUM AND FOR 
OTHER AUTHORIZ ED PURPOSES IN CONNECTION WITH SAME INCLUD-
ING CONSTRUCTING, IMPROVING AND PAVING STREETS, SIDEWALKS, 
DRIVEWAYS, PARKWAYS, WALKWAYS AND PUBLIC PARKING FACILITIES 
IN CONNECTION WITH MAKING IMPROVEMENTS TO BOTH THE ARTS 
CENTER OF MISSISSIPPI AND THE RUSSELL C. DAVIS PLANETARIUM ALL 
PURUSANT TO SECTIONS 21-33-301 ET SEQ ., MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 197 2, 
AS AMENDED AND SUPPLEMENTED FROM TIME TO TIME AND SECTIONS 
31-25-1 ET SEQ ., MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 197 2, AS AMENDED AND SUPPLE-
MENTED FROM TIME TO TIME, INCLUDING FUNDING CAPITALIZ ED INTER-
EST, IF APPLICABLE AND PAYING THE COSTS OF BORROWING, DIRECT-
ING THE PUBLICATION OF A NOTICE OF SUCH INTENTION;  AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi (the 
“Governing Body”), acting for and on behalf of the City of Jackson, Mississippi (the 
“City”), is authorized by Sections 21-33-301 et seq., Mississippi Code of 1972, as 
amended and supplemented from time to time (the “City Bond Act”), to issue gen-
eral obligation bonds for the purposes set forth therein, including, but not limited 
to repairing, improving, adorning and equipping the Arts Center of Mississippi and 
the Russell C. Davis Planetarium and for other authorized purposes in connection 
with same including constructing, improving and paving streets, sidewalks, drive-
ways, parkways, walkways and public parking facilities in connection with making 
improvements to both the Arts Center of Mississippi and the Russell C. Davis Plan-
etarium and for other authorized purposes under the City Bond Act and Sections 
31-25-1 et seq., Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended and supplemented from 
time to time (the “Bank Act” and together with the City Bond Act, the “Act”), includ-
ing funding capitalized interest, if applicable and paying the costs of borrowing (all 
together the “Project”); and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body, acting for and on behalf of the City, is also au-
thorized under the Act and other applicable laws of the State of Mississippi (the 
“State”), to (a) issue a general obligation bond of the City to be sold to the Missis-
sippi Development Bank (the “Bank”) to fi nance the costs of the Project, and/or (b) 
enter into a loan or loans with the Bank to borrow money to fi nance the costs of 
the Project; and

WHEREAS, the Project is in accordance with and in furtherance of the provisions 
of the Act; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body declared its initial intent on behalf of the Proj-
ect pursuant to a prior intent resolution (the “Prior Intent Resolution”) adopted 
on August 3, 2021 and amends and restates the Prior Intent Resolution by and 
through this amended and restated intent resolution (the “Amended and Restated 
Intent Resolution”). Pursuant to this Amended and Restated Intent Resolution, the 
Governing Body is authorized pursuant to the City Bond Act and/or the Bank Act 
to provide funding for the costs of the Project either through the issuance of (a) 
general obligation bonds of the City, in one or more series, pursuant to the City 
Bond Act in a total aggregate principal amount of not to exceed Seven Million Five 
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($7,500,000) (the “Bonds”), (b) a general obligation 
bond of the City to be sold to the Bank, in one or more series, in a total aggregate 
principal amount of not to exceed Seven Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($7,500,000) (the “City Bond”), and/or (c) by entering into a loan or loans with the 
Bank to borrow money from the Bank in a total principal amount not to exceed 
Seven Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($7,500,000) (the “Loan”); and

WHEREAS, as of September 1, 2022, the assessed value of all taxable prop-
erty within the City, according to the last completed assessment for taxation, was 
$1,284,982,350, and the City had outstanding bonded and  oating indebtedness 
as subject to the fi fteen percent (15%) debt limit prescribed by Section 21-33-303 
of the City Bond Act, as amended, in the amount of $105,410,000, and outstand-
ing bonded and  oating indebtedness as subject to the twenty percent (20%) 
debt limit prescribed by Section 21 33-303 of the City Bond Act, in the amount of 
$105,410,000; and

WHEREAS, the Bonds, the City Bond and/or the Loan, when added to the out-
standing bonded indebtedness of the City, including any indebtedness of the City 
issued subsequent to the adoption of this resolution but prior to the issuance of the 
Bonds or the City Bond or entering into the Loan, will not result in bonded indebted-
ness, exclusive of indebtedness not subject to the aforesaid fi fteen percent (15%) 
debt limit, of more than fi fteen percent (15%) of the assessed value of all taxable 
property within the City, will not result in indebtedness, both bonded and  oating, 
exclusive of indebtedness not subject to the aforesaid twenty percent (20%) debt 
limit prescribed by Section 21-33-303 of the City Bond Act, in excess of twenty 
percent (20%) of the assessed value of all taxable property within the City, and will 
not exceed any constitutional or statutory limitation upon indebtedness which may 
be incurred by the City; and

WHEREAS, there has been no increase in said bonded and  oating general obli-
gation indebtedness of the City since September 1, 2022; and

WHEREAS, it would be in the best interest of the City for the Governing Body 
to provide funding for the costs of the Project by borrowing money through the 
issuance of the Bonds or the City Bond and/or by entering into the Loan; all in ac-
cordance with the City Bond Act and/or the Bank Act; and

WHEREAS, the City reasonably expects that it will incur expenditures in connec-
tion with the Project for which the City intends to reimburse itself with the proceeds 
of the Bonds, the City Bond or the Loan. This declaration of offi cial intent to reim-
burse expenditures made prior to the issuance of the Bonds, the City Bond or the 
Loan in anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds, the City Bond or the Loan is 
made pursuant to Department of Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2 (the “Re-
imbursement Regulations”) and is effective as of the date of the adoption of the 
Prior Intent Resolution.  The Project for which such expenditures are made is the 
same as described herein.  The maximum principal amount of debt expected to be 
issued for the Project is the amount herein set forth; 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body is authorized and empowered by the City Bond 
Act and/or the Bank Act employ Butler Snow LLP to serve as Bond Counsel to the 
City in connection with the issuance of the Bonds or the City Bond or in connec-

tion with entering into the above-described Loan for the purposes set forth herein.
WHEREAS, the Governing Body is authorized and empowered by the City Bond 
Act and/or the Bank Act to issue the Bonds or the City Bond or to enter into the 
Loan for the purposes herein set forth and there are no other available funds on 
hand or available from regular sources of income for such purposes.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 
CITY, ACTING FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1.  The Governing Body, acting for and on behalf of the City, hereby 
declares its intention to (a) issue and sell the Bonds, and/or the City Bond to the 
Bank, in one or more series, in the total principal amount not to exceed Seven Mil-
lion Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($7,500,000), and/or (b) enter into the Loan 
with the Bank to borrow money from the Bank, all in total principal amount not to 
exceed Seven Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($7,500,000).  

SECTION 2.  The Bonds and/or the City Bond will be issued and/or the Loan will be 
entered into to raise money for the purpose of fi nancing the Project, as authorized 
by the City Bond Act and the Bank Act.

SECTION 3.  The Bonds or the City Bond may be issued in one or more series 
and, if issued, will be general obligations of the City payable as to principal and 
interest out of and secured by an irrevocable pledge of the avails of a direct and 
continuing tax to be levied annually without limitation as to time, rate or amount 
upon all the taxable property within the geographical limits of the City.  The Loan 
will be payable from available revenues of the City and will not constitute an indebt-
edness of the City within the meaning of any constitutional or statutory restrictions, 
limitations, or provisions, and the taxing power of the City will not be pledged to the 
payment of the Loan.

SECTION 4.  The Governing Body proposes to direct the issuance of all or any 
portion of the Bonds or the City Bond or to authorize the Loan in the amount and 
for the purposes and secured as aforesaid at a meeting of the Governing Body 
to be held at its usual meeting place located at the City Hall in the City, located at 
219 S. President, Jackson, Mississippi 39201, at the hour of 10:00 o’clock a.m. on 
November 8, 2022, or at some meeting or meetings subsequent thereto; provided, 
however, that if ten percent (10%) or Fifteen Hundred (1500), whichever is less, of 
the qualifi ed electors of the City shall fi le a written protest with the City Clerk of the 
City (the “City Clerk”) against the issuance of the Bonds or the City Bond or the au-
thorization of the Loan on or before 10:00 o’clock a.m. on November 8, 2022, then 
the Bonds or the City Bond shall not be issued or the Loan shall not be entered 
into unless approved at an election on the question thereof called and held as is 
provided by law; provided, further that if no protest is fi led, then the Bonds or the 
City Bond may be issued and sold in one or more series or the City may enter into 
the Loan without an election on the question of the issuance thereof at any time 
within a period of two (2) years after November 8, 2022.

SECTION 5.  In full compliance with the City Bond Act, the City Clerk is hereby 
directed to publish a copy of this resolution once a week for at least three (3) con-
secutive weeks in The Mississippi Link and/or The Clarion Ledger, both newspa-
pers published in and having a general circulation in the City and qualifi ed under 
the provisions of Section 13 3 31, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, with the 
fi rst publication being not less than twenty-one (21) days prior to the date set forth 
in Section 4 of this resolution, and the last publication being made not more than 
seven (7) days prior to such date.

SECTION 6.  The City Clerk of the Governing Body shall be and is hereby directed 
to procure from the publisher of the aforesaid newspaper the customary proof of 
the publication of this resolution and the required notice and have the same before 
the Governing Body on the date and hour specifi ed in Section 4 hereof.

SECTION 7.  Through its Prior Intent Resolution, the City declared on August 3, 
2021 its initial intent to reimburse itself from the proceeds of the Bonds, the City 
Bond or the Loan for expenses incurred with respect to the Project subsequent 
to the date of the adoption of the Prior Intent Resolution on August 3, 2021.  This 
declaration of intent to reimburse expenditures made prior to the issuance of the 
Bonds, the City Bond and/or the Loan in anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds, 
the City Bond and/or the Loan is made pursuant to the Reimbursement Regula-
tions and is effective as of the date of the Prior Intent Resolution.  The Project for 
which such expenditures are made is the same as described herein.  The Bonds, 
the City Bond or the Loan will not exceed the aggregate principal amount of Seven 
Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($7,500,000). 

SECTION 8.  Butler Snow LLP is hereby engaged to serve as Bond Counsel to the 
City in connection with the issuance of the Bonds or the City Bond or in connec-
tion with entering into the above-described Loan for the purposes set forth herein. 

SECTION 9.  If any one or more of the provisions of this resolution shall for any 
reason be held to be illegal or invalid, such illegality or invalidity shall not affect any 
of the other provisions of this resolution, but this resolution shall be construed and 
enforced as if such illegal or invalid provision or provisions had not been contained 
herein.

Council Member Lindsay made the motion and Council Member Lee seconded the 
motion to adopt the foregoing resolution, and the question being put to a roll call 
vote, the result was as follows: 

Yeas: Aaron Banks, Ashby Foote, Angelique C. Lee, Virgi Lindsay, and Brian 
C. Grizzell
Nays:  None. 
Abstained:  Vernon Hartley
Absent:  Kenny Stokes.

The President of the Council then declared the resolution passes and adopted this 
the 27th day of September 2022.
APPROVED BY:

/s/ Ashby Foote     
PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL

/s/ Chokwe Antar Lumumba    
MAYOR

ATTEST: 

/s/ Angela Harris     
CITY CLERK
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LEGAL

REQ UEST FOR Q UOTES ( RFQ )

CITY OF JACKSON - DEPARTMENT OF PARKS &  RECREATION

FOOD AND DRINK VENDORS
 TO MANAGE AND OPERATE CONCESSIONS AT THE 

PETE BROWN GOLF FACILITY AND/ OR GROVE PARK MUNICIPAL 
GOLF COURSE

The City of Jackson, Department of Parks and Recreation is seeking assis-
tance from companies or individuals desiring to manage and operate conces-
sions at the Pete Brown Golf Facility and/or the Grove Park Municipal Golf 
Course.

RFQ Packet Requests:  Packets are available by emailing Shannon V. Amos 
at samos@city.jackson.ms.us.  If a response is not received with 24 hours, it 
is the responsibility of the requester to call 601-960-0716, to confi rm receipt 
of the RFQ request.

Hand Delivery Submittal:  You are required to send one (1) original and two 
(2) copies of the completed, signed, and sealed envelope addressed to:  the 
Offi ce of the City Clerk, 219 South President Street, Jackson, MS  39201, 
until:  Tuesday, November 01, 2022, until 3:30 p.m., CST.  

Electronic RFQ Submittal:  This RFQ is also posted on the Central Bidding 
website at: www.centralbidding.com. You may submit your RFQ electronically 
through this provider, until:  Tuesday, November 01, 2022, until 3:30 p.m., 
CST. 

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all quotes and to 
waive irregularities and informalities in the submittal and evaluation process.  
This RFQ does not obligate the City of Jackson to pay any costs incurred 
by respondents in the preparation and submission of a quotes.  The City 
reserves the right to negotiate equipment specifi cations regardless of the 
quotes design.  Furthermore, the RFQ does not obligate the City to accept or 
contract for any expressed or implied services.

Ison B. Harris, Jr., Director  Louis Wright, C.A.O.
Department of Parks and Recreation   Offi ce of the Mayor

SPECIFICATION AND CONDITIONS
FOOD AND DRINK VENDORS
TO MANAGE AND OPERATE CONCESSIONS AT THE
PETE BROWN GOLF FACILIT  AND/OR GROVE PARK MUNICIPAL GOLF 
COURSE

The City of Jackson is accepting Requests for Quotes (RFQ’s) from compa-
nies to manage and operate the concessions at the Pete Brown Golf Facility 
and Grove Park Municipal Golf Course, which are used for public golf recre-
ation purposes.

1. Terms
The Submitter shall have use of the of the concession rooms at one or both 
locations as specifi ed in this RFQ notice, to provide services for a one (1) 
year period upon City Council approval however; upon written notice from the 
City’s Parks and Recreation Director, this Agreement may be extended with 
an option to renew for two (2) additional years.

2. Percentage of Sales
Pete Brown Golf Facility and Grove Park Municipal Golf Course:   At the end 
of each month, Submitter shall furnish to the City of Jackson, a statement 
showing items sold.  Statement shall re  ect items sold and cash collected, on 
each item of total gross monthly sales.
  Concessionaire will pay Twenty-fi ve (25%) of the Pete Brown Golf 

Facility and Grove Park Municipal Golf Course concessions total monthly 
gross sales taxes, or $400.00 per month, based on point of sales (POS).  
Payment will become due and payable to the City of Jackson’s Park Fund.
 Concessionaire will pay an additional Ten (10%) of the Beer sales 

from the Pete Brown Golf Facility and Grove Park Municipal Golf Course total 
monthly gross sales. The City of Jackson is requesting concessionaire to 
NOT sale alcohol. 

3. Insurance
The Submitter shall deposit with the City of Jackson a certifi cate evidencing 
the issuance of adequate Workmen’s Compensation Insurance, and compre-
hensive liability insurance in the amount of one million dollars ($1,000,000.00), 
listing the City of Jackson as an additional insured.

4. Utilities
The City will furnish one (1) permanent concession room, equipped with wa-
ter, electricity, gas and sewage, and internet service, in accordance with the 
construction plans of the City.  All utilities will be furnished by the City.
5. Licenses & Sales Taxes
 The Submitter agrees to meet city, county and state sanitation and food in-
spection   
  requirements and to pay all applicable taxes.

6. Beer/Liquor Sales/Licenses
The Submitter shall provide commodities at prices normally found at local 
stores and restaurants located in the City of Jackson.

7. Special Events
The Submitter shall provide concessions for all activities at Pete Brown Golf 
Facility and Grove Park Municipal Golf Course, throughout the entire term of 
this contract.

8. Menu
Submitter shall provide Parks and Recreation Director and Deputy Director 
with a menu, listing items and costs.

9. Quotes Evaluations
An independent panel will review quotes submitted through the RFQ process.  
The panel will score the quotes and interview the proposers (if necessary).  
The proposer with the highest scored quote will be awarded the bid. The pro-
poser must agree to a tasting of foods prior to being awarded the bid

10/13/2022 10/20/2022



COMPUTER and IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-970-0059 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET). Computer with internet is
required.
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified and ready to work in months!
Call 888-709-3198. (M-F 8am-6pm ET).
Computer with internet is required.

LANDOWNERS - LEASING YOUR
LAND TO HUNTERS? Double your
income with Base Camp Leasing’s
hunters and reduce risk with FREE $5M
liability insurance. Call for a free quote
(888) 871-1982

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
today with a GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. $0 Money Down plus low
monthly payment options. Request a FREE
QUOTE - Call now before the next power
outage: 1-844-316-8630
THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your home.
Full installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call 1-844-
355-7099.
TROUBLE HEARING YOUR TV? Try
TV EARS - Voice Clarifying Wireless TV
Speaker. Better than a soundbar and/or
turning the TV volume way up. Special,
limited time $50 off offer. Call TV Ears.
Use code MBSP50. Call 1-833-994-0778

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase. Plus 10% Senior
and Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-
1028

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258
SAVE MONEY ON YOUR HEALTH
INSURANCE! Affordable rate on Health
Insurance. Let us show you want you can
save. Call now! 833-983-
3606

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143
SWITCH AND SAVE UP TO
$250/year on your talk, text and data.
No contract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text with flexible data
plans. Premium nationwide coverage.
100% U.S. based customer service.
Limited time offer - get $50 off on any
new account. Use code GIFT50. For more
information, call 1-844-954-4517

THE COVID CRISIS has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call 1-
855-657-2412

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied
Claim? Call Bill Gordon and Assoc. Our
case managers simplify the process and
work hard to help with your case. Call 1-
855-746-6457. FREE Consultation. Local
Attorneys Nationwide (Mail: 2420 N. St.
NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.))

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067.

Week of October 9, 2022

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

I n s u r a n c e

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

F o r S a l e

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t
S e r v i c e s - F i n a n c i a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

F a r m E q u i p m e n t

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$230
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS 
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - anton, MS
B & B
702 est orth Street - anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 orth Liberty - anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

hurch Street - anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther ing Drive - anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 hurch Street - anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 est Fulton Street - anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 estside Drive - anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 . Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 . ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 ourtyard S uare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

© 2022 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. New service activation 
on approved credit. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations. 
For promo details please call 844-954-4517 

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR 844-954-4517

USE PROMO CODE: GIFT50

© 2022 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. New service activation 
on approved credit. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations. 
For promo details please call 844-954-4517 

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR 844-954-4517

USE PROMO CODE: GIFT50

© 2022 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. New service activation 
on approved credit. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations. 
For promo details please call 844-954-4517 

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR 844-954-4517

USE PROMO CODE: GIFT50
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*

(844) 355-7099

*O�er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

*Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
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*Financing available through authorized Generac partners.*Financing available through authorized Generac partners.*Financing available through authorized Generac partners.

PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated 
solar + battery storage system, stores 
solar energy that can power your whole 
home during utility power outages and 
save you money on your electric bill.
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solar + battery storage system, stores 
solar energy that can power your whole 
home during utility power outages and 
save you money on your electric bill.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*

(844) 355-7099

*O�er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated 
solar + battery storage system, stores 
solar energy that can power your whole 
home during utility power outages and 
save you money on your electric bill.
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When visionaries, educators, 
leaders and strategists zealously 
founded Alcorn State U niversity 
in 18 71, with Pastor Hiram Rev-
el as the fi rst president, little did 
skeptics dream that it will bloom 
and blossom to its present status.

oday, the magnifi cent insti-
tution radiantly thrives as one 
of the topnotch Historical lack 
Colleges and ni ersities H -
C s  not only in merica, but 
also the entire world. t grandly 
blooms as a star-studded and 
admirable establishment. t is a 
precious jewel locally, nation-
ally, nationally and internation-
ally. 

Alcorn State U niversity, lo-
cated in south west Mississippi, 
glitters as a center for distinction 
in di erse spheres. t trains stu-
dents in professional fi elds nota-
bly  agriculture, business, com-
munication, computer science, 
education, history, literature, 
political science, history, geog-
raphy, psychology, mathemat-
ics and psychology. t grooms 
students in criminal justice, 
sports and recreation, biology, 
chemistry, physics and other ar-
eas where their skills are in dire 
need such as the social sciences. 

t educates students for ca-
reer related professions notably  
medicine, pharmacy and engi-
neering. dditionally, it offers 
graduate courses and degrees in 
different areas.

ike all educational establish-
ments globally, lcorn tate 

ni ersity inexorably grapples 
with challenges. hough the 

university has attracted some 
grant resources, it is still under 
the yoke of limited funding, as 
many institutions all over the 
world.

he uni ersity like most H -
CU s, needs more funds for aca-
demic, athletic and other proj-
ects. lease transfer resources 
to this great uni ersity. t will 
be immensely appreciated. he 
gifts will be used for the organi-
ation’s ad ancement. 
Furthermore, Alcorn State 

U niversity, like most higher in-
stitutes globally, tackles post 
C V  problems related to 
health, recruitment, retention 
and graduation. C V  shat-
tered some success earned in 
many of these institutions across 
the globe. 

espite scholastic and aca-

demic hardships, the ses ui-
centennial sparks hope that 
una oidable obstacles will be 
overcome as it gallantly advanc-
es with courage and con iction. 
t reiterates the belief and con-

viction that Alcorn will gallantly 
progress and not regress.

Most of all, this is a momentof 
joy, excitement and encourage-
ment for Alcorn State U niver-
sity to leap forward in other di-
rections  forward e er backward 
ne er.

As Alcorn State U niversity  
marches ahead, salute to the 
founders, followers, organiz-
ers and master minds, who sus-
tained and ha e supported the 
uni ersity o er the decades. 

Cheers and hooray to r. Fe-
lecia a es, the fi rst female 
president. Cheers and bra o to 

the present leaders, especially 
those working with President 

a es. he leads, manages and 
guides the institution with as-
tuteness.

May resounding success con-
tinue to pilot the institution, its 
leaders and anchor persons. ra-
o and hooray to all lcornites. 

dead or ali e. alute to you all. 
We are the richer with your ser-
ices.
D r. J erry Komia D omatob, a 

gr aduate of  E .W. Sc ripps  Sc hool 
of  J ournalism, O hio U niv ersity-
Athens, O hio is a pr of essor of  
M ass C ommunication, Alcorn 
St ate U niv ersity, L orman-M is-
sissippi . A j ournalist, phot ogr a-
phe r, poe t and researcher, he is 
currently w ork ing on tw o pr oj -
ects. C ontact him at domatobj @
gm ail.com.

Forty- ix  Mississippi high 
schools, including Murrah High 

chool, ha e recei ed the pres-
tigious 2022 College Success 

ward from Great chools.org, 
the nation’s leading nonprofi t 
pro iding school information to 
parents and families.

ow in its fi fth year, the an-
nual recognition honors public 
high schools that excel at prepar-
ing students to enroll and suc-
ceed in college, as determined 
by a ailable data in each state.

Mississippi’s recipients are 
among 1,7 42 winners from 25 
states that have demonstrated 
successful track records of 
graduating students who en-
roll in two- or four-year col-
leges, are ready for college-level 

coursework, and persist on to 
their second year. espite the 
many challenges brought forth 
by the C V -  pandemic, 
these schools have continued to 
uphold many best practices to 
support their students’ college 
preparation and success.

The College Success Award 
is possible because Mississippi 
is leading the nation in both col-
lecting and transparently shar-
ing information on how students 
perform after high school, which 
is aluable information for fami-
lies, educators, and policymak-

ers.
e applaud Mississippi for 

prioriti ing a high- uality pub-
lic education that puts students 
on the path to bright futures,” 
said Jon eane, C  of Great-

chools. t’s inspiring to see 
how entire school communities 
– students, teachers, and families 

 can work together in pursuit 
of a common goal  success for 
all. Congratulations to these  
schools for receiving the College 

uccess ward as proof of their 
hard work and dedication.”

Community members can join 
in celebrating Mississippi’s win-
ning schools on social media us-
ing College uccess ward. 

To learn more ab out the C ol-
leg e S uccess Aw ard and v iew  the 
comp lete list of  w inners, v isit b it.
ly/ 3Q Q O Rim.

he i ision of ni ersity 
Communications at Jackson 
State U niversity ( JSU )  is a 
fi nalist for the prestigious 
PRNews Platinum Awards, 
taking place ctober  in 

ew ork City.
ur i ision of ni er-

sity Communications does 
an incredible job of ele at-
ing the Jackson tate brand to 
students, alumni and support-
ers across the country,” said 

resident homas . Hudson. 
’d like to thank the entire 

team for the knowledge and 
dedication they bring daily as 
we amplify the J  story of 
student success and research 
excellence in a nurturing envi-
ronment.”

For over two decades, the 
latinum wards ha e been 

hailed as one of the most 
co eted competitions in the 
communications space. More 
than  judges narrowed the 
1,000+  entries received this 
year to a list of roughly 300 
fi nalists. J  is recogni ed in 
the Marketing Communica-
tions category.

Historically lack Colleg-
es and ni ersities ha e been 
known for punching abo e our 
weight class for years, and the 
dedicated marketing and com-
munications teams working 
within those institutions are no 
exception,” said Chief Com-
munications ffi cer londa 
Thomas, who also serves as as-
sociate ice president for mar-
keting and communications. 

t’s an honor to ha e Jackson 
State U niversity recognized as 
a ews latinum ward fi -
nalist alongside national fi rms 
and global brands, which re-
fl ects the caliber of our team’s 
creativity, strategy and execu-
tion.”

he award submission, 
“JSU  Nails the Retool Your 

chool Campaign” showcases 
the U niversity’s marketing 

communications campaign for 
the Home epot etool our 

chool competition. J  has 
been a consistent winner for 
the past fi e years, and the 
grant money has been used 
for campus projects such as 
residence hall painting, light-
ing projects, amphitheater up-
grades and most recently, an 
outdoor study space, all built 
at the recommendation of stu-
dents.

t’s truly an honor to be 
recognized for our work on 
behalf of our students. his 
recognition is a testament to 
the collaboration between 
our students, alums, and our 

epartment of Community 
ngagement,” said irector 

of Marketing Tangelia Kelly, 
h. . ’m especially proud of 

our student leaders, brand am-
bassadors, and olunteers who 
took ownership of the month-
long campaign and assisted us 
in championing their peers’ 
support until the conclusion.”

bout Jackson tate ni-
versity

Jackson State U niversity, 
founded in 1877, is a histori-
cally black, high research ac-
tivity university located in 
Jackson, the capital city of 
Mississippi. Jackson tate’s 
nurturing academic environ-
ment challenges individuals 
to change lives through teach-
ing, research and ser ice. f-
fi cially designated as Mis-
sissippi’s rban ni ersity, 
Jackson State continues to 
enhance the state, nation and 
world through comprehen-
si e economic de elopment, 
healthcare, technological and 
educational initiati es. he 
only public uni ersity in met-
ropolitan Jackson, Jackson 
State is located near down-
town, with fi e satellite loca-
tions throughout the area.

For more inf ormation, v isit 
w w w .j sums.edu or call 601-
979- 2121.

C

Alcorn’s Sesquicentennial: 
joy, honor and praise 

150 years of magnifi cent service

Murrah High School recognized 
National 2022 College Success Award

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

We are proud 
supporters of  
students and 
educators 
everywhere.

S p ec ia l  to T h e M is s is s ip p i L inkAlcorn State students with President Felecia Naves (center)                              PHOTOS BY JERRY K. DOMATOB

Murrah High School, Jackson, MS

Jackson State University 
Communications 

named fi nalist
for 2022 PRNews 
Platinum Awards
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JSU has been a consistent winner of the 
Home Depot Retool Your School competition

By Dr Jerry Komia Domatob
Contributing Writer

Jackson Public Schools
Newswire



WRTM-FM 100.5 
FM, JACKSON’S 
SOUL, RHYTHM 
AND BLUES AND 
SOUTHERN SOUL 
STATION PLAYING 
MORE VARIETY, 
LESS TALK AND 
THE MUSIC ADULTS 
WANT TO HEAR! 
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Join the National Night Out 
events near you this month.

Meet your neighbors. 

Be observant in your 
community.

Take this national event to 
heart and be a part of it.  
Letʼs make this a positive, 
inclusive night.

(cabcva.org)

RE-ELECT Bennie Thompson
Donʼt forget to Vote!!! 

November 8, 2022
Paid for by Friends of Bennie Thompson

bennie_thompson@bellsouth.net

(601)866-9100 or 1(866)423-6643

benniethompson.com

U.S. Congressman Bennie Thompson
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Jackson State spoils Alabama State’s homecoming 
and wins 500th game in school history

For two weeks, Jackson State U ni-
versity head coach Deion Sanders 
spoke about JSU  being Alabama State’s 
homecoming opponent. Sanders did 
not understand how anyone would 
schedule JSU  for homecoming.  Tra-
ditionally teams like to schedule teams 
they know they can win against or at 
least expect a victory. Maybe Alabama 
State did that, maybe they felt Jackson 
State was an easy win. Well, that think-
ing was incorrect. Jackson State wasn’t 
an easy win, in fact, they weren’t a win 
at all. Jackson State was able to capture 
victory by the score of 26 to 12.

Q uarterback Shedeur Sanders, and 
Heisman candidate, completed 30 of 
46 passes for 332 yards, 3 touchdowns, 
and 1 interception. These stats would 
propel Sanders to SWAC player of 
the week for the fourth time this sea-
son. Running back Sy’veon Wilker-
son rushed for 9 2 yards on 19  carries.  
Wide Receiver Willie Gaines collected 
4 passes for 65 yards with 1 touchdown 
to lead the receivers.  

The Darkside Defense held Alabama 
State to 12 points and held the hornets 
offense to 17 7  yards of total offense. 

he Hornets came out strong in the fi rst 
q uarter, totaling 7 1 yards of offense. 

er the fi nal  uarters, the Hornets 

could only muster up 106 yards total. 
Jurriente Davis lead the team with 6 
tackles while Tayari Sherwood caught 
an interception.  

After the game, an unusal exchange 
between head coaches Eddie Robinson 
Jr and Deion Sanders gained national 
attention. Alabama State head coach 
Eddie Robinson Jr was upset with 
JSU  head coach Deion Sanders for the 
comments coach Sanders was making 
prior to the game. Coach Robinson at 
the press conference also stated that he 
thought it was disrespectful for coach 
Sanders to walk through his team dur-
ing pregame warmups. Carrying all 
those feelings, when they met at the 

50 yard line, coach Sanders extended 
his hand and gave the gesture to em-
brace coach Robinson. Coach Robin-
son, very q uickly shook coach Sand-
ers’ hand, but extended his other hand 
to push coach Sanders back. Coach 
Deion Sanders took exception to this, 
responding by throwing coach Robin-
son’s hand off his chest.

At the post game press conference, 
coach Eddie Robinson Jr would sum-
marize his thoughts into the following 
sentiments. Coach Sanders disrespect-
ed them with all the talking before the 
game. He didn’t bother to speak to him 
before the game. He walked through 
his team. Coach Robinson Jr said, “He 

was SWAC and coach Deion Sanders 
ain’t SWAC.” Coach Deion Sanders at 
his post game press conference q ues-
tioned, how he was not SWAC. Then 
stated that he is SWAC.

The exchange has run rampant on 
social media, coach Sanders’ words 
have been remixed into a song about 
being SWAC. Coach Eddie Robinson 
Jr has sinced apologized, but the social 
media damage has been done.

Expect to see, “I am SWAC” shirts 
being worn at homecoming in two 
weeks.

Next up for JSU  is Bethune Cook-
man. The game will be played in Jack-
sonville, Florida.

By Tim Ward
S p orts  Writer

PHOTOS BY KEVIN ROBINSON




