
 

    From the Pastor’s Study… 

 
I first met Emanuel when my host Florin brought him to my hotel door in Sighisoara, 
central Romania.  Emanuel leads tours for the American Embassy in Transylvania and 
the Carpathian Mountains, and he was going to take me on a walking tour of the ancient 
and historic citadel of Sighisoara.  As we walked out of the hotel, he asked if I minded if 
he stopped off at his car for a second, as he had forgotten to bring his Eastern Orthodox 
worry beads. 
 
When he and I spoke recently, he told me that a side job he had taken recently with an 
Irish company (web design) had ended, and with the Russian invasion his tour bookings 
had abruptly ended because people are afraid to travel too close to a war zone. 
 
The timing could not have been worse.  Utility prices have exploded:  electricity up 
200%, heating gas 450%, $7 per gallon for gas at the pump, and as he put it, “we are 
not doing great financially.”  Romania, being a poor country after the Soviet Empire’s 
collapse, continues to struggle, so the war’s impact is felt far beyond the borders of 
Ukraine. 
 
He has three very good friends who are presently working on the border, so he has 
great insight to the refugee situation.  Romania shares two border areas with Ukraine, 
one of them being quite lengthy.  The emigration lines are enormous, sometimes 15 
miles long.  This poor country is inundated, as are other surrounding countries. 
 
Yet Emanuel’s devout Orthodox beliefs, like the beliefs of Florin and his brother Sabin 
(who have in recent months traveled to Ukraine several times), and of all the other 
people of Betania (Bethany) Baptist Church (they have a location in other villages like 
Archita, whose bread oven we rebuilt in late 2018), have not wavered in this time of trial.  
Emanuel has a wife and two small sons, yet he told me he is looking to house a mother 
and children from war-torn Ukraine, meaning they will have to disrupt their lives to 
house and feed them as well.  He is not unique, as perhaps millions will need just this 
kind of help.  Like others in poorer countries, if that eventuality comes about and he 
takes in refugees, he is not shy about asking for help. 
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This is at its core a war of religion.  Talking heads on TV won’t mention that much 
because they don’t understand it.  But these two Orthodox countries, one Russian, but 
with deep roots in the Ukrainian church, are fighting over Kiev’s desire to peel away 
from Moscow’s tightening grip.  At its core, it’s a war over religious freedom. 
 
If Emanuel takes in a family, perhaps we can take that to heart and give him help.  But 
in any event, as we consider our own response to this horrific event, I am simply asking 
you to be in prayer for all the people in the path of war.  That includes the wider impact 
it is having on surrounding nations, like the people of Sighisoara and the rest of 
Romania.  

 

Mickey 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

March 

13th   Daylight savings time begins - spring forward  

27th   Deacons meeting 

    

April 

3rd   Business meeting following the 11:00 a.m. service 

9th   Spring clean up - 9:00 a.m. 

10th   Palm Sunday 

14th   Maundy Thursday 

15th   Good Friday Service -  6:30 p.m. 

17th   Easter Sunday Sunrise Service - Time to be determined 

   Easter Sunday breakfast following Sunrise service. 

   Easter Sunday Service - 11:00 a.m. 

    



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

March 

Liebold,  Jeff    0 2 

Hill, Cherry    03 

Losinski, Coral   06 

Evans, Donna (Duerson)  08 

Chewning, Doug   10 

Klingenberg, Bob   10 

Canova, Jo    12 

Polonsky, Stan   12 

Pitcher, Kelly    14 

Perks, Eileen    15 

Vaughan, Joey & Clorese  16 

Troy, Cheryl     20 

Ward, Mindy & Doug  26 

Robertson, Pam   27 

Wendt, Cheryl   29   

Wendt, Howie   29   

April 

Edmonds, Larry   04 

Hupp, Janis    05   

Ward, Matthew   05 

Wood, Rodney   07   

Tyler, Kathy    09 

Mason, Phillip & Linda  10 



Birthdays and Anniversaries - continued 

Koslow, Lori    11 

 Stahl, Norman & Lee  13 

DiFranco, Michele   13   

Bell, Abi    19 

Hill, Sonny and Cherry  20 

Norwood, Lesia   22 

Anderson, Sharon                        25 

Sherred, John   28 

Vaughan, J.B.   29 

 Wilson, Sandra   30 

Jones, Rita     30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Congratulations to Seth Gualtney who received the Officer of the Year Award at the 

Ruritan meeting in February. Seth has played the piano at our 11:00 service filling in for 

Brad on several occasions. 

 



Men's breakfast held at the church in February

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



Ladies breakfast and fellowship held at the home of Susan Croce in 

February. 

 

 

Ash Wednesday service 

 



 

 



 

Volunteers picking up trash on Kentucky Springs Road  

 



 

 

 

 

 

John 3:16 - One of the most widely quoted verses from the Bible 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth 

in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

 

Together in Christ, 

Alana Frazier 


