
 

    From the Pastor’s Study… 

 
 
Two years ago, I could have hardly predicted where we would be now.  We 
soon after that went to empty churches and no services (or at least none in 
person, which are the only real ones), and had no clue what the future 
would hold.  Hospitals were filling up while some had hesitancy to get the 
vaccine or even wear masks that would largely fix things.  There was 
virtually no travel.  Everything else became virtual, even shopping.  Nights 
out were a thing of the past.  As for the future?   
 
We could dream, but that’s all.  We soon dreamed of people back in the 
pews, but couldn’t know if anybody would have interest in filling them 
anymore.  Some might have moved away, while others…who knew?   
 
Most churches have indeed suffered a lot of bad effects, with few attending 
and little money in the plate, and ministry not continuing like before. 
 
It’s a good thing God’s people have been here already.  The last two books 
in the Hebrew Bible, Ezra and Nehemiah, tell what happened after people 
returned to Israel from a decades-long exile in Babylonia (present-day 
Iraq).  All they had dreamed of during that time was a return to Israel.  But 
when they finally did, reality set in.  The temple built during Solomon’s time, 
more than 400 years before, was in ruins, Jerusalem’s gates and walls 
were crumbling, and people were divided over how to proceed.  Those two 
books tell the story of the rebuilding.  It wasn’t all glorious—in fact, part of it 
was ugly, but that’s another story—but they did rebuild. 
 
In fact, there were two rebuilding projects underway.  Ezra and the priests 
began assembling the books called the Torah:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
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Numbers, and Deuteronomy, “the law.”  But when people read it, they wept, 
and mourned. 
 
We’re not sure why.  But it probably had to do with how they could then see 
that what they saw as the glorious days of David and a united kingdom 
were long gone.  They would never return to normal.   
 
Trying to return to something that was past was never the answer.  Instead, 
they came to realize that even during the exile, God had been with them.  
That Torah reminded them that God does not desert his people, even when 
they don’t believe they deserve him.  They saw that he returned with them 
from exile, and that the God that created light with merely a word, and who 
brought down kings and nations, who lifts up the broken and the beaten, 
says that the day is holy.   
 
And so it is.  
 
So as the pandemic continues, we are heartened by your every gesture, 
through your presence in church, your giving, your spreading what you 
hear to the world outside that, not sitting next to you right now, truly needs 
to hear it. 
 
It may not be the day we envisioned a couple of years ago.  But it is holy 
because God is in it. 
 

 
Mickey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DATES TO REMEMBER 

January 

    Quarterly Business Meeting - (TBD)   

February 

Mission Project -   Grace Inside Offering 

    Valentine's Dinner  (TBD) 

14th    Valentine's Day 

 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

January 

Wilson, Linda     05 

Bass, Robin     06 

Barmoy, Kristin    06 

Schnippel, Veronica    07 

Morrell, Lee     07 

Webb, Wayne    07  

Rachel & Todd Tressler   08 

Tyler, Sarah     11 

Vaughan, Christina    13 

Duerson, James    14 

Wood, Karen     19   

Sherred, John & Margaret   20 

Lunsford, Andrew    21 

Wilson, Tony     24 

Chewning, Mary Frances   29 



 

February 

Croce, Larry      01 

Lunsford, Adam    03 

Smith, Maguire    04 

Wyckoff, Bunnie    16 

Rose, Connie     22 

Frazier, Wayne    26 

Jenkins, Woody & Penny   28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Family and friends said good-bye to John Rapp who passed away on 

10/28/21. Funeral and reception held at Elk Creek Church on 11/06/21. 

 

 

 



Packing bags at the Resource Center in December. 

 

 



 

Helping hands decorating the church for Christmas 

 



Decorating and singing at the Louisa Health and Rehab Center 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Supplying food and gifts to families in need. 

 



Preparing gifts for those who can't attend our services. 

 

 

A few of the recipients of those gifts. 

 



 

 

 



Our "Woodchuckers" ministry team who delivers firewood to needy 

families. Missing from the picture are Jay Canova and Richie Hurst. 

 

Elk Creek ladies Christmas party. 

 



Christmas Eve Service 

 

Mindy and Doug's granddaughter helping lead the singing on December 26

 

 

 

 



Newest members of Elk Creek Baptist Church on December 26th  

 Jay and  Jo Canova and Katrina and Adam Northcraft  

 

_______________________________________ 

Elk Creek book study on the gospel of Mark .  Fellowship Hall the second and fourth 

Wednesday of each month, 6:45 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. All are welcome.    For details contact 

Tony Wilson 540-748-1159. Wilsontony540@gmail.com 

____________________________________________________________ 

Ladies, you are invited to a social gathering at the home of  Alana Frazier , 133 Boxwood 

Road (Mill Run) Bumpass, VA on Tuesday, January 25th @ 9:00 a.m.  We will 

have a special guest,  Elisa, who is from Panama. (see below) Please consider joining us 

for a light breakfast and devotional.  Hope many of you can come. 

 

Elisa was born in April, 2003. She’s very active in her church, and volunteers for a lot of 
VBS and other ministries. She likes to sing, and I think she said she helps with the 
worship music in her church. She makes a very responsible impression, but is also fun. 
Her parents own a couple businesses that make car batteries and sells auto parts. 
Sounds like she has been working in the family business in various ways, from 
bookkeeping to customer service. She is very interested in cars, by the way! 

  



Her pastor is Teodoro Arias, and he has visited Va. before. He was definitely in the 
Goshen Assoc., but I can’t remember which churches he visited with. When the overall 
partnership between Va. Baptists and Panama Baptists came to completion, the Goshen 
continued with a more focused relationship to the Baptists in the Chiriqui Province. The 
main city is David, where Elisa comes from.  

--  
Kristin Barmoy 

 

 

Together in Christ, 

Alana Frazier 


