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Upcoming Meetings 
 

October 2022 Meeting 

 

At our October 5th meeting, popular genealogist Michael John Neill will be 

returning for another visit to present “I’ve Found It: Now What?”  

 

This lecture looks at a dozen or so documents found in actual research and sees 

what additional sources and methods are suggested by each individual 

document. Part of finding something is completely analyzing it.  

 

After searching and finally finding a document, you certainly want to make the 

most of your discovery. If you’re familiar with Michael’s work, you know that 

he will provide information and tips that will help you analyze your discovery and more.  

 

Michael has been an active genealogical researcher since the early 1980s and has researched his or his 

children’s families in most states east of the Mississippi River and several European countries. He has lectured 

nationally, gives daylong seminars, and regularly leads research trips to the Family History Library in Salt 

Lake City and the Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Michael has a master’s degree in 

mathematics and has been on the math faculty of Carl Sandburg College in Illinois since the early 1990s. His 

research interests include methodology, land records, the immigrant experience, chain migration, and 

researching female ancestors. In addition to producing several blogs and a newsletter, Michael hosts a  
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Facebook site called “Genealogy Tip of the Day.” Michael is also completing work on the sequel to his 

Genealogy Tip of the Day book, a collection of his most popular daily tips.  

 

Mark your calendars and join us at our monthly meeting on Wednesday, October 5th at 6 p.m. 

 

(This presentation and handout will be archived in the Members Only section of our website.) 

 

November 2022 Meeting 

 

Do you need a new way to solve an old research problem? Are you stuck 

because the vital records you need can’t be found, don’t provide enough 

information, or perhaps don’t exist for that time period?  

 

At our November 2nd monthly meeting, Pauline Merrick will present 

“Indirect Evidence: Putting the Pieces Together” and teach us strategies 

to help solve such problems by gathering evidence and clues to prove a 

conclusion.  

 

In a Connecticut-based, indirect evidence case study of a woman whose 

maiden name is known, but whose parents haven’t been found, Pauline demonstrates that researching friends-

family/associates/neighbors (FAN principle) can provide evidence to connect this woman back to her family. 

She’ll demonstrate how various types of records, such as deeds, probate, church, court, and census records, 

can provide enough clues to help you solve that problem. 

 

Pauline C. Merrick is a genealogist, historian, and author. She lectures on Connecticut history and genealogical 

research, serves on the Board of Governors for the Connecticut Society of Genealogists as President and 

Program Committee Chair, and serves on the Board of Directors for the Samuel Huntington Homestead 

Museum, conducting special research projects. She is a member of the DAR and the Mayflower Society based 

on her long heritage of Connecticut ancestors. 

 

Join us on Wednesday, November 2nd at 6 p.m. for a virtual presentation on Zoom.  

 

(This presentation and handout will be archived in the Members Only section of our website until January 31, 

2023.) 

 

Do you have questions about using Zoom or need assistance to join our meetings and trainings? Just send 

us an email at westmassgen@gmail.com. We’re available and willing to help our members to access 

everything that WMGS has to offer! 
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NOTE: Until our regular meetings resume, our events will be held virtually as much as possible.  

How to Participate: Members will receive an email notice in advance of the monthly virtual meeting. You 

will be required to pre-register via a link in the email. After that, you will receive another email with the 

link to join the meeting via Zoom at the broadcast time. Monthly meetings will be broadcast at 6 p.m. 

Return to Contents page 

 

 
 

Message from the President 
 

by Jeanne Leblond 
 

October is one of the prettiest months in New England! The colorful 

foliage, sunny days, crisp air, and cooler nights can be invigorating 

and inspiring! For genealogists, it’s time to celebrate National Family 

History Month. Whether you plan to do family research, interview a 

family member, write up a family story, participate in a webinar, visit 

a cemetery, volunteer to index some records, make a few cherished 

family recipes, or celebrate in some other way, there are always 

options and sometimes not enough time to do all that we want to do! 

If you’ve taken the summer off from webinars and Zoom events, perhaps you’re ready to get back to doing so. 

We have fantastic presentations by Michael John Neill and Pauline Merrick coming up at our next two monthly 

meetings. You won’t want to miss them. 

We’re very excited to be hosting our first hybrid session at the Chicopee Public Library on Thursday, October 

20th. The library now has broadcasting equipment that will allow us to share a presentation with members in 

the room, as well as with those members who wish to join from home. We’ll be trying out the new technology 

and will be interested in your feedback on it. We hope to see many of you at this session, either live or virtually!  

Also, take a look at the events that are listed in our Free Online offerings, as there are many unusual topics. 

I’m especially intrigued by the offerings at FamilySearch for anyone with Eastern European ancestry.  

We hope you enjoy everything that October has to offer to us! 

     Return to Contents page 
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An Evening with 

Kenvi Phillips, PhD 

Sounds Like Family:  The Oral Tradition  

in Researching Family History 
Thursday, September 29, 2022, at 7:00 PM EDT via Zoom 

 

As genealogists, we have resources to learn about using documents and records, but few educational opportunities to 

learn how to use oral history. Yet, if we ignore the stories our family passes down, we lose the voices of our ancestors 

and all that they witnessed. Join us to hear Kenvi Phillips, PhD, celebrate oral history from both a genealogist's and an 

academic's point of view. 

 

MGC members have shared with us the unique stories their family histories include. 

• From my grandmother: "My mother died when I was very young. I was sent to work for the rich woman who 
owned the land, polishing all the shoes in her family. She beat me if I didn't get them shiny enough." 

• From my grandfather: "When my mother was dying of rheumatic heart failure, grandma would bring her 
medicine. Once I saw her getting off the streetcar and ran out shouting 'Did you bring Mommy's whisky?' I was 
four years old when I was taken up to see my mother in bed and tell her goodbye." 

• From my Danish grandmother: "Pastry is a two-person job. I always did it with my friend Evie. If you want to 
make a really good pastry, the secret is to put in a thin layer of almond paste." 

  

Dr. Phillips is vice president of the New England Chapter of the Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society; 

Director of Library Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion for Brown University; and, former Curator for Race and Ethnic 

Diversity at Harvard University's Schlesinger Library. She earned her PhD in American History at Howard University. 

This presentation is free, but registration is required!  

For more information, go to www.massgencouncil.org/m-o-r-e 
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Member Only Benefits 
 

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) & Trainings 
 

October 20th – 7 p.m. – Our First Hybrid Event 

We’re very excited to be hosting our first hybrid event at the Chicopee 

Public Library on Thursday, October 20th at 7 p.m. 

You might remember that the WMGS Board of Directors passed a 

motion last year to hold hybrid meetings from April to October of each 

year and Zoom only meetings from November to March. In October, 

we’ll be doing a test run of this new format at the Chicopee Public 

Library. We’ll be meeting in person in the library’s conference room 

(lower level) and simultaneously broadcasting our meeting to those of 

you who’ll be joining us on Zoom.  

If you live within driving distance, we hope you’ll join us at the Chicopee Public Library. But, if you live at a 

distance or prefer to join us via Zoom, we hope you’ll attend this event as well.  

We’ll be hosting a repeat presentation of WMGS’ 50th anniversary virtual celebration. We originally presented 

this video at our June meeting, but we promised to repeat it for members who might have missed it the first 

time or for those who want to view it again. Because of copyright regulations, we are unable to archive this 

video in the Members Only section of our website. So if you didn’t see it the first time around, you won’t want 

to miss it. 

The WMGS 50th anniversary committee created a timeline of WMGS history through the past five decades, 

along with a timeline of events in the genealogy world as well. The presentation includes photos, memorabilia, 

historical material, and more to tell the story of WMGS (and the field of genealogy) through the years. It’s a 

fantastic walk down memory lane.    

We’re excited to share this wonderful anniversary presentation and retrospective of the field of genealogy, as 

well as to see some of our members in person and the rest of you via Zoom.  

Please join us on Thursday, October 20th at 7 p.m. as we continue to celebrate our 50th Anniversary and 

offer another toast to the future of WMGS! 

(Note: The Chicopee Public Library is located at 449 Front Street in Chicopee.) 
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November 17th – 7 p.m. - Share Your Ancestor's Story  

Our first “Share Your Ancestor’s Story” session was such as success 

that we’re planning to do it again at our November 17th training 

session. We want to let you know about our plans now, so you'll have 

time to prepare. Once again, we're inviting WMGS members to share 

a story and research about an ancestor whose past was intriguing, 

criminal, or unusual.  

Have you discovered a famous or infamous ancestor in your family? 

Or perhaps you've found an offbeat ancestor or someone with an 

unusual occupation. Have you been able to prove or disprove a family 

myth through your research? We'd love to hear about your discoveries!  

This will be an informal event, so it isn't necessary to provide tons of background information, research 

documentation, or other material about your ancestor or your research. We're planning for this event to be fun 

and interactive, so we hope you'll consider telling us about your ancestor! 

Short (5 minutes or so) presentations about your ancestor and research process will be combined with others 

from WMGS members for discussion and Q & A. If you'd like to share photos, documents, or digital material 

(limit of 10 scanned items/slides please) along with your story, you can send the items to us at 

westmassgen@gmail.com and we'll have them ready to share on the screen. 

 

Membership Renewal Time Reminder! 
 

Our 2022-2023 membership year has begun, so if you haven't renewed yet, we 

encourage you to do so now.  

 

The password for access to the Members Only section of our website will be changed 

on October 15th. This means that although you may read our newsletters online, you 

will not receive the new Members Only password, invitations to our Zoom meetings, 

or have access to any of the content available only to members.  

 

We value you as a member and truly do not want you to miss the exciting upcoming 

presentations we have planned for you! Please . . . don't delay!  

 

Annual memberships to the Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society, Inc. run from September 1st through 

August 31st of the following year. A sincere THANK YOU to all who have renewed already! 
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There are 2 options for renewing: 

 

• Join or renew through our website. 

  

Here’s the link to the Join page: https://westmassgen.com/join/  

 

Simply scroll down the page, select a single, couple, student, or lifetime membership. Then, click on 

the PayPal link. YOU DO NOT NEED A PAYPAL ACCOUNT to use this secure, convenient, and 

simple method.  

 

• Mail your check (made out to WMGS) to our society at:  

 

WMGS, Inc., P.O. Box 418, West Springfield, MA 01090-0418  

 

Membership continues to be $30 per member or $45 for a couple residing at the same address.  

Whether you join us on Zoom or attend our hybrid sessions, we hope that you’ll continue to be a member of 

WMGS!  

 Return to Contents page 

Free Offerings 

 

Visit each library or organization’s website for more information.  

 

Boston Public Library 

 

• Applying for Dual Citizenship by Descent (October 13 at 6 p.m.) 

• Genealogy: Using Vital Records to Research Your Ancestors (October 19 at 6 p.m.) 

 

 
Chicopee Public Library  

 

The Chicopee Public Library offers in-person genealogy open labs every Tuesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. and from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Volunteers are available to answer questions and help you use the library’s 

genealogy resources, which include American Ancestors, Ancestry, Fold3, Heritage Quest, books, and more. 

The library is a FamilySearch Affiliate Library. 

 

Location: Computer Lab. Contact Chuck Abel by phone (413-594-1800 x3) or email (cabel@cwmars.org). 
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FamilySearch 

 

Classes and webinars are free, but registration is required. To find classes, go to Research Wiki, enter 

Webinars in the search box, click Family History Library, then Classes & Online Webinars, select Month, 

then Class. 

 

• Using the FamilySearch Catalog (October 3 at 12 noon) 

• Using the FamilySearch Family Tree App: Android (October 4 at 12 noon) 

• FamilySearch Search: Tips & Tricks (October 5 at 12 noon) 

• 1877 (Dvorzsak) and 1913 Kingdom of Hungary Gazetteers (October 5 at 3 p.m.) 

• Reading Hungarian Civil Registration Records (October 5 at 4:15 p.m.) 

• Reading Hungarian Parish Registers (October 5 at 5:30 p.m.) 

• The Bred, the Wed, and the Dead, Eh? An Introduction to Canadian Civil Registration  

(October 6 at 12 noon) 

• Using FamilySearch Images (October 12 at 12 noon) 

• Russian Historical Geography and Introduction to Record Types (October 17 at 11 a.m.) 

• Researching Records from the Former Soviet Republics (October 17 at 12 noon) 

• Historical Images - Russia (October 17 at 1 p.m.) 

• Russian Empire Gazetteers (October 17 at 3 p.m.) 

• Russian Alphabet and Deciphering the Handwriting (October 17 at 4 p.m.) 

• Introduction to Ukrainian Research (October 18 at 11 a.m.) 

• Update on FamilySearch Operations in Ukraine (October 18 at 12 noon) 

• Using WikiSource in Your Ukrainian Research (October 18 at 12:45 p.m.) 

• Locating Metrical Books in Archives Using the Metrics Website/Working with 

Archives – Russian Empire (October 18 at 1:30 p.m.) 

• Introduction to Research in Belarus (October 18 at 3 p.m.) 

• Introduction to Germans from Russian Research (October 18 at 4 p.m.) 

• Locating Lithuanian Records Using E-Paveldas (October 19 at 11 a.m.) 

• Locating Latvian Records Using Raduraksti (October 19 at 11:45 a.m.) 

• Locating Estonian Records Using Saaga (October 19 at 12:45 p.m.) 

• EWZ Records – Russian Empire (October 19 at 1:30 p.m.) 

• How to Use JRI-Poland (October 19 at 3 p.m.) 

• The Origins of the Melting Pot: U.S. Immigration Records, 1820-1957 (October 20 at 12 noon) 

• Leaving the Garden of Sweden: Swedish Emigration Records and Strategy  

(October 25 at 11:00 a.m.) 

• How to Use the Swedish National Archive Website, Riksarkivet (October 25 at 12 noon) 

• Understanding Norwegian Land and Records (October 25 at 2 p.m.) 

• Exploring Four Different Kinds of Probate Records for Norway (October 25 at 3:15 p.m.) 

• How to Index on FamilySearch (October 26 at 12 noon) 
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Legacy Family Tree Webinars   

 

Legacy Family Tree offers free webinars, but you must register for them. If you can’t watch the webinar at the 

scheduled time, they are available for free for one week. If you become a member, they are free long-term. 

Topics for October include the following:  

 

• Encounters – Our Immigrant Ancestors (October 4 at 9 p.m.) 

• One Man, Multiple Names: A DNA-Based Case Study (October 5 at 2 p.m.) 

• When Wrong Is Actually Right: Constructing Proof Arguments for Counterintuitive Conflicts 

(October 7 at 11:30 a.m.) 

• Peeling the Onion: Getting to the Original Sources (October 7 at 12:45 p.m.) 

• The Hub of the Wheel: How to Trace a Brother with No Children Connected Ten Siblings 

(October 7 at 2 p.m..) 

• Consult Via…Explore With…Discover Through…Literature Reviews (October 7 at 4 p.m.) 

• Finding Henrietta: Reconciling Conflicting Evidence to Reveal a Woman’s Identity (October 7 at 

5:15 p.m.) 

• Hidden Stories: Using Analysis to Explore the Unexpected in Family History (October 7 at 6:30 

p.m.) 

• Trendy Tech Tools for Your Research: Yay or Nay? (October 12 at 8 p.m.) 

• Misled by Records: Identifying Adam Cosner’s Parentage (October 18 at 8 p.m.) 

• Colonial Migrations to 1770 (October 19 at 2 p.m.) 

• Researching at the Archives of Ontario (October 21 at 2 p.m.) 

• Structuring a Family History – Class 1 of 4 (October 26 at 8 p.m.) 

• Older Than Us: The Elders of the Trask 250 (October 28 at 2 p.m.) 

 

See the entire list at https://familytreewebinars.com 

 

 
 

New England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS) 

 

• Using Cemetery Transcripts in Your Family History Research (October 6 at 3 p.m.) 

• Verifying Descent from Salem’s Accused Witches (October 20 at 3 p.m.) 

 

 

WMGS Monthly Presentations and Trainings 

Join our upcoming presentations and trainings from home. Our schedule of webinars and trainings is available 

in our newsletter and on our website. Members will receive an email with a link to join the presentation at the 

scheduled time. Be sure to join in at that time, as some presentations can’t be placed on our website per the 

contract with our presenter.  
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In addition, catch up on archived presentations in the Members Only section of our website. There are over 

50 videos of our monthly presentations and training sessions, 12 individual training videos from the DNA Boot 

Camp from Hack Genealogy, and over 65 handouts available. 

 

Calendar 

 

DATE/TIME EVENT/PLACE 

October 5, 2022 at 

6 p.m. 
WMGS Meeting Online! Michael John Neill presents "I Found it: Now What?" 

October 17, 2022 at 

6:30 p.m. 
WMGS Board meeting via Zoom 

October 20, 2022 at 

7 p.m. 

WMGS Training via Zoom – Replay of WMGS' anniversary virtual celebration, 

hybrid event: Chicopee Public Library Conference room or Zoom. See more details 

in this newsletter. 

November 2, 2022 

at 6 p.m. 

WMGS Meeting Online! Pauline Merrick presents "Indirect Evidence: Putting the 

Pieces Together." 

November 14, 2022 

at 6:30 p.m. 
WMGS Board meeting via Zoom 

November 17, 2022 

at 7 p.m. 
WMGS Training via Zoom – Share Your Ancestors' Story! 

 

Brick Wall Queries 
 

How to Submit or Respond to a Query:  

  

Submitting: Queries and responses should be sent via email to westmassgen@gmail.com or submitted through 

the Contact Us section on our website. Non-members should submit their payment ($5.00 per query) via the 

Donate tab on the website. Members are entitled to post three (3) queries per month.  

  

Responding: Please send your response directly to WMGS. To aid in matching answer to question, please 

identify the question you are answering by using the month of the newsletter and the question number. 

(example Oct 2018-Q1, Oct 2018-Q2) Answers submitted should include the source(s) of information  
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found or specific information on a website or database. WMGS will forward the response to the person who 

asked the question, post it in the next newsletter, and archive it on our website.  

 

Note: Because of space limitations, WMGS reserves the right to limit the number of queries that are listed per 

newsletter. When necessary, queries will be posted in the next available issue. WMGS and its members  

are not responsible to conduct research, to provide answers for the query, or for the accuracy of the information 

posted or received. Always verify any information received by checking its source.  

 

Return to Contents page 

 

About Us 
 

 

The Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society was founded in 

Springfield, Massachusetts in 1972 and officially incorporated on 

February 6, 1973. We are devoted to the research and documentation 

of our family ancestry and history. We also assist others in the pursuit 

of discovering their ancestry. 

 

We meet year-round on the first Wednesday of each month and 

welcome non-members and beginning genealogists. Please join us!  

 

Most of our membership is from the Western Massachusetts area, but a number of our members live all over 

our country and have ancestors from Massachusetts or New England. 

 

We receive numerous inquiries each month via U.S. mail and email from people looking for information on 

area families. Our members are happy to volunteer to research these requests. 

 

 

Jeanne Leblond – President Dave Lapierre – Webmaster & Technology Coordinator 

Dave Lapierre – Vice President Joanne Mason – Newsletter Editor 

Treasurer – Position is open. Carol Lynne Bagley & Joanne Mason – Facebook Editors 

Jeanne Lockhart – Assistant Treasurer Jeanne Leblond – Surname & Queries Editor 

Dorothy Cichonski – Secretary Bob Whitney – Fundraising Coordinator 

Membership – Position is open. Diane Ascioti – Founder 

Gwen Laprade, Cara Seitchek, and Joanne Mason – Directors 
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Meeting Details 
 

We generally meet year-round for our monthly meeting on the first Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m. On 

rare occasions, a holiday or other significant event may disrupt that schedule, causing a meeting to be held on 

the second Wednesday. You will be informed of date changes well in advance.  

 

Our Special Interest Group meetings and training sessions are typically held on the third Thursday of the month 

at 7 p.m. However, some of these sessions are held on different days of the week, depending on the availability 

of each session's host. Check our monthly calendar for each month's schedule.  

 

Since March 2020, we have met virtually using the web conferencing 

platform Zoom. 

 

Zoom registration information is sent by email to all members in advance 

of each meeting and training session. If you need help using Zoom, please 

contact us at westmassgen@gmail.com. We’ll be glad to assist you.  

 

When a speaker allows us to record a presentation, we archive it in the 

Members Only section of our website. Many of our monthly presentations have been recorded and are 

available, along with handouts, in the Members Only section of our website. 

 

We look forward to you joining us at our next meeting or event! 

 Return to Contents page 
 

 

 



October 2022 

PO Box 418, West Springfield, MA 01090 | www.WestMassGen.com | westmassgen@gmail.com     13 
Copyright © 2022 Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society, Inc 
 

 

 

Membership 
 

The Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society, Inc. is a long-standing group of members, both local and 

from across the United States. We welcome you to join our society! 

Reasons to join the Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society, Inc.: 

• Meet people with similar interests in family history and genealogy. 

• Attend monthly meetings featuring local, regional, and national presenters. All meetings are held on 

Zoom, while meetings from April to October are hybrid (attend via Zoom or in-person).  

• Attend our Special Interest Group meetings and trainings. 

• Access our archive of previously recorded presentations and handouts, DNA Boot camp series, helpful 

resources including Western Massachusetts and Massachusetts genealogical resources (with links), 

member discounts, newsletters, and more. 

• Receive assistance from our members on your family research. 

• Join our WMGS Members Only Facebook group. 

• Serve as a volunteer, coach, or as a member of the Board of Directors. 

 

One of the key member benefits is access to the Members Only section of our website, which contains 

archived recordings of our previous speakers from around the U.S., including: Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, Tom 

MacEntee, Michael John Neill, Lisa Alzo, Stephen Morse, Julie Miller, J. Mark Lowe, Michael Brophy, Nancy 

Loe, John Putnam, Ed Strickland, and more!  

Our Members Only section also includes handouts from these and many more meetings, along with historical 

copies of the American Elm, the original WMGS newsletter publication, which contains genealogical material 

and family trees from our early members. The American Elm newsletters are fully searchable.  

Once we receive your membership application, you will receive a welcome letter with the confidential 

password to access the Members Only section of our website. 

 Membership Dues: 

 Annual membership runs from September 1st to August 31st each year. 

 Membership rates are: 

• $30 for an individual membership  

• $45 for a couple of the same household  

• $15 for students  

• $500 for lifetime membership  

 

If you are new to our organization, click here for the WMGS Application for Membership; the image is near 

the bottom. Click to open the PDF, view, save, and print. 
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There are three ways to join or renew your membership: 

 

• Pay by cash or check at the monthly meeting. 

• Print and mail an application, found on the Join/Renew page of our website (if a new member) 

along with your check, or, if renewing, just the check to: 

WMGS, P.O. Box 418, West Springfield, MA 01090-0418. 

• Use the secure PayPal button on our website (you do not need to have a PayPal account, just 

use your debit card or credit card). Here's the link to our Join/Renew page: JOIN 

 

Note: All FIRST TIME MEMBERS must complete and submit an application by mail with your check, 

or as an attached link in a separate email to us when using PayPal as your payment, so that we have all 

the necessary information for our membership list. 

 

How to Contact Us: 
 

Have a question, comment, or suggestion for someone at WMGS? 

Need information about your membership status or how to access our Members Only material? 

Want to send in a query or provide an answer to one? 

Have a comment or suggestion for us? 

 

There are two options available for contacting us via email: 

 

Our Contact Us page on our website has an easily completed form to use. First enter your name, email 

address, topic, and the name of person to whom the email is being sent. Then, write your message and click 

on Submit. 

 

Or you can send an email directly to us at: westmassgen@gmail.com. 

 

Of course, you can also correspond with us by sending mail to: 

 

WMGS, Inc. 

P.O. Box 418 

West Springfield, MA 01090-0418  

 

Note: Please do not write directly to any board member’s personal or business email. For legal reasons, 

our board members cannot conduct WMGS business using emails, other than through WMGS. Thank 

you for your consideration. 

Return to Contents page 
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Email Update 
 

Please let us know if you have changed your email address, mailing address, and/or phone number. We want 

to make sure that you continue to receive all of our updates, meeting reminders, and electronic newsletters. 

Just send your name and new email address to us at westmassgen@gmail.com.  

 

 
 

Copyright © 2022 by the Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society, Inc. All rights are reserved. No 

part of this publication may be reproduced in any way without written permission of WMGS. For 

permission to reproduce any article in this newsletter, contact the editor at westmassgen@gmail.com.  

 

The editor reserves the right to edit all contributions. 


