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Upcoming Meetings 
 

July 2022 Meeting 

 

Join us at our July 6th meeting, as perennial favorite John Putnam presents the next 

topic in his history of New England series: "Change and Industrialization in 

Antebellum New England." 

 

John's presentation describes the incredible economic and social changes in New 

England from the Industrial Revolution to the start of the Civil War. New England 

was ideally suited for industrial growth with its many rivers and streams. Waterpower 

led to rapid change in New England as grist mills, sawmills, textile mills, firearm and 

shoes manufacturers, and more developed and expanded. Every person and family in 

New England were affected by the growth and expansion of industry.  

 

Currently a Colorado resident, John is a native of Western Massachusetts, grew up on a farm in Southwick, 

graduated from UMass Amherst, and has an MA in political science from the University of Colorado. He’s the 

past President of the Pikes Peak Genealogical Society, a fascinating speaker, and a 12th Generation American. 

Join us on Wednesday, July 6th at 6 p.m. for a virtual presentation via Zoom. 

 

(This meeting will be recorded and archived in the Members Only section of our website.) 

 

 

http://www.westmassgen.com/
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August 2022 Meeting 

 

Summer and fall are perfect for cemetery research! To help your research be 

successful, member Ed Strickland will present “No Stone Unturned: Getting the 

Most from the Graveyard” at our August 3rd meeting. 

 

Starting with the evolution of the burial ground to memorial park, Ed’s 

presentation will cover a wide range of topics related to cemetery research. He’ll 

cover the history of gravestones, including materials used, symbolism, 

gravestone transcriptions, military graves, military and fraternal emblems, and 

cemetery, sexton, and funeral home records. He’ll also discuss how to clean and 

photograph graves and take us on a tour of some confusing or misleading gravestones. 

 

Edwin W. Strickland II has over 40 years of experience as both an amateur and professional genealogist. 

Raised on a farm owned by the Strickland family since 1789 and surrounded by family artifacts and stories, 

Ed developed a sense of heritage at an early age. His own research has focused on his ancestral lines, the 

descendants of Jacob Carter of Branford, Connecticut, the Strickland families of New England, and the families 

of Otis, Massachusetts. Ed is a charter member of the Connecticut Professional Genealogists Council, past 

president of the Connecticut Society of Genealogists, Inc., past president and genealogist for the Descendants 

of the Founders of Ancient Windsor, Inc., and charter member of the National Society of the Descendants of 

Textile Workers of America, Inc. He’s also a longtime member of WMGS. He’s a frequent lecturer at libraries, 

as well as historical and genealogical societies. In addition to presenting several lectures for WMGS in the 

past, he also presented at NERGC regional conferences many times. 

 

Join us on Wednesday, August 3rd at 6 p.m. for a virtual presentation on Zoom!  

 

(This presentation and handout will be archived in the Members Only section of our website.) 

 

 

Do you have questions about using Zoom or need assistance to join our meetings and trainings? Just send 

us an email at westmassgen@gmail.com. We’re available and willing to help our members to access 

everything that WMGS has to offer! 

 

NOTE: Until our regular meetings resume, our events will be held virtually as much as possible.  

How to Participate: Members will receive an email notice in advance of the monthly virtual meeting. You 

will be required to pre-register via a link in the email. After that, you will receive another email with the 

link to join the meeting via Zoom at the broadcast time. Monthly meetings will be broadcast at 6 p.m. 

Return to Contents page 
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Message from the President 
 

by Jeanne Leblond 
 

The month of July can be a very lovely and nostalgic month in Western 

Massachusetts. Long, hot sunny days bring back memories of playing on the beach 

as a child, visiting grandparents and cousins, picking flowers, fruit and vegetables 

from a family garden, eating ripe fruit and veggies from a farm stand, berry picking, 

fresh corn on the cob! I could go on and on, as there are so many joys to experience 

this month and you have your own memories, too.  

My family home wasn’t air conditioned when I was a child, so I have many memories 

of lying in a hammock reading under the trees to stay cool. Perhaps you enjoyed doing 

that as well, so we have some great summer books to inspire you and take you back 

to those lazy days. 

Do you recall family get-togethers and listening to stories from your relatives? That fond feeling came back to 

me during our recent virtual Ancestors’ Stories session. It reminded me how much fun it was to listen to my 

grandparents, aunts, and uncles share stories from the past. In fact, we had so much fun at this session that 

we’re planning on having another one this fall. Members had interesting stories to tell, and we were intrigued 

by the items they discovered during their research. We’ve heard from several other members who have stories 

to share, and we can’t wait to hear about them.  

That same fond feeling was evident during our virtual 50th Anniversary Celebration on June 1st. We were 

honored to have one of our founding members in the audience with us, as we watched a video presentation of 

our history. Founding member, Diane Ascioti, joined us and offered some of her recollections of the early days 

of our society. We were so happy to see her! 

Fourth of July picnics, family reunions, hammock time, sampling the first-of-the-season harvest! We hope that 

you enjoy this beautiful month and make new memories! 

     Return to Contents page 
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Articles 
 

Thank You! 
 

We’d like to extend our appreciation to our Anniversary Committee for the wonderful presentation they created 

to celebrate our society’s 50th Anniversary. 

 

Committee members spent many hours searching for photographs, 

documents, and historical information to create a chronological 

timeline of our history, the genealogy field, and important events 

from the last 50 years. It was a fitting tribute and a fascinating trip 

down memory lane. 

 

A sincere “thank you” goes out to committee members: Dorothy 

Cichonski, Joanne Mason, Carol Lynne Bagley, Dave Lapierre, 

Jeanne Leblond, and Cara Seitchek.  

 

For those of you who were unable to join us at the party, we will repeat the video portion of the presentation, 

though we haven’t set a date yet. 

 

The committee is also working on a written version of our history that we will share with you when it’s 

available. 

 Return to Contents page 

 

 

Get a Jump on Renewing Your WMGS Membership! 
 

Get a head start! You won’t want to miss the exciting 2022-2023 

season at WMGS, including our monthly presentations, newsletters, 

Special Interest Groups (SIGs), and training sessions. 

 

Although annual memberships to the Western Massachusetts 

Genealogical Society, Inc. run from September 1st through August 

31st of the following year, both new memberships and renewals made 

during July and August will run through August 31, 2023.  

 

There are 2 options for renewing: 

 

• Join or renew through our website. Here’s the link to the Join page: https://westmassgen.com/join/ 

http://www.westmassgen.com/
mailto:westmassgen@gmail.com
https://westmassgen.com/join/
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Simply scroll down the page and select a single, couple, student, or lifetime membership. Then click 

on the PayPal link. YOU DO NOT NEED A PAYPAL ACCOUNT to use this secure, convenient, and 

simple method. 

  

• Mail your check (made out to WMGS) to our society at: WMGS, Inc. P.O. Box 418, West Springfield, 

MA 01090-0418. 

 

Membership continues to be $30 per member or $45 for a couple residing at the same address. 

 

As you know, we’ve been offering our monthly presentations and trainings to members via Zoom, so you can 

participate from home or wherever you are. However, when we return to live meetings, they will be hybrid, 

allowing members a choice of attending in person or via Zoom.  

 

Members enjoy exclusive access to the Members Only feature of our website with an ever-increasing list of 

archived meeting presentations and handouts, our list of Western Massachusetts and Massachusetts 

Genealogical Resources (with links), previous editions of our current newsletter, archived editions of our 

original newsletter, the American Elm (with searchable index), an opportunity to connect with other members 

through our Members Only Facebook group, and so much more! 

 

Summer Reading List Suggestions 
 

Skip the crowds and high price of gas and travel back in time this summer! Though we can’t turn the clock 

back to ask our ancestors about their lives, we can learn about their experiences by reading their diaries, letters 

and journals.  

 

Here is a list of books that we’ve enjoyed: 

 

A Midwife’s Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard, Based on Her Diary, 1785-1812  

by Laurel Thatcher Ulrich 

Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1990  

 

Over a 27-year period, Martha Ballard kept a diary of her daily life in rural Maine. 

Her entries describe experiences and events in her own family and stories of her 

patients and fellow townspeople, giving us an opportunity to learn about the lives of 

our ancestors. From marriage, bringing up family, childbirth, illness, and the pain of 

losing children to her work as an herbalist and midwife, to writing about sexual 

mores, petty crimes, and worse, Martha not only provides a window to one woman’s 

life, but also the lives of her family and neighbors.  

 

 

 

http://www.westmassgen.com/
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Through her research into town and other genealogical records, Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, a history professor at 

the University of New Hampshire, brings historical analysis and context to Martha’s writing. Through her 

work, she gives us an opportunity to learn about the lives of our ancestors in preindustrial America.  

 

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, Bancroft Prize, New England Historical Association Award, and several more, 

this book is not to be missed. 

 

 
 

Robert Whyte’s Famine Ship Diary 1847: The Journey of a Coffin Ship  

by James Morgan, editor 

Mercier Press, UK, 1994 

 

From Dublin to landing at Grosse Ile, a quarantine station in Quebec, Robert Whyte, 

a passenger on the ship Ajax, kept a diary of his harrowing journey to a new land. 

In 1847, a year after landing, he published his eyewitness account of a six-week 

journey to a hoped for promised land. Leaving desperation, heartache, famine, and 

family behind, this work describes the experiences of a man who traveled in the 

captain’s quarters, rather than steerage, as most famine victims did. Nevertheless, 

his descriptions of the trials and sufferings of those who were on the six-week 

voyage with him bring to light the experiences of passengers on a difficult journey. 

 

 
 

Days On the Road: Crossing the Plains in 1865  

by Sarah Raymond Herndon 

first published by Burr Printing House, New York, 1902  

(Also available in digital format on Internet Archive.)  

 

In this daily journal written by Sarah Raymond Herndon, a 24-year-old woman who 

traveled with her widowed mother and brothers, we learn of their experiences of 

joining a wagon train of fellow travelers trying to escape war-torn Missouri. Heading 

west and uncertain where they would finally settle, the travelers encountered many 

obstacles, but also found support from others along the way. Sarah’s writings give 

us a first-person actual account of the hardships and sometimes joys of trying to find 

a new life. 

 

 
 

 

http://www.westmassgen.com/
mailto:westmassgen@gmail.com


July 2022 

PO Box 418, West Springfield, MA 01090 | www.WestMassGen.com | westmassgen@gmail.com     7 
Copyright © 2022 Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society, Inc 
 

 

 

Letters of a Civil War Nurse: Cornelia Hancock, 1863-1865  

edited by Henrietta Stratton Jaquette 

University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln, NE, 1998 

 

Bringing her values and compassion from her upbringing in an abolitionist Quaker 

family, Cornelia Hancock answered the call to serve as a volunteer nurse to serve the 

wounded after the Battle of Gettysburg. Her letters to her mother, other family 

members, and friends describe her experiences ministering to the wounded. In 

surprising detail, Cornelia writes of her attempts to organize the medical care given to 

the wounded, secure supplies, and give comfort to them. This collection is a riveting 

account of the horrors of the Civil War, but also of the incredible work performed by Cornelia and others who 

served with her.  

 

Have you read a historical diary or journal that would interest other members and genealogists? If so, tell us 

about it on our Members Only Facebook page. 

 
 Return to Contents page 

Free Offerings 

*Note: Our list of offerings has grown so much that we’ll only publish new items each month. If you missed 

something, our complete list of previous offerings is available in the Members Only section of our website. 

Library Offerings 

Chicopee Public Library  

 

The Chicopee Public Library is offering in-person genealogy open labs every Tuesday and Thursday from 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. and again from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Experienced volunteers are available to answer questions and  

help you use the library’s genealogy resources, which include American Ancestors, Ancestry, Fold3, Heritage 

Quest, FamilySearch microfilm, books, and more. Location: Computer Lab. Contact: Chuck Abel by phone 

(594-1800 x3) or email (cabel@cwmars.org).  

 

Please note: The Chicopee Public Library recommends that all patrons wear masks while visiting the library.  

 

Westfield Athenaeum 

 

The Athenaeum has an increasing number of virtual offerings available on their website. “History Bites” with 

Athenaeum director Guy McLain are short videos describing historical artwork and individuals in Westfield 

History. “History Chats” are longer presentations recorded by retired WSU professor Robert Brown about 

local history.  

 

In addition, there are nine presentations created for the city’s 350th celebration and an unsolved murder 

mystery from the past.  

http://www.westmassgen.com/
mailto:westmassgen@gmail.com
https://www.chicopeepubliclibrary.org/
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New Offerings 

Family Search 

 

Classes and webinars are free, but registration is required. To find classes, go to Research Wiki, enter 

Webinars in the search box, click Family History Library, then Classes & Online Webinars, select Month, 

then Class. 

 

• FamilySearch Family Tree: Adding Memories (July 5 at 12 noon) 

• Using the FamilySearch Wiki (July 6 at 12 noon) 

• Searching in the Trenches: Introducing U.S. Military Records (July 7 at 12 noon) 

• Using the FamilySearch Catalog (July 11 at 12 noon) 

• Using the FamilySearch Family Tree App: iOS (July 12 at 12 noon) 

• FamilySearch Activities for Everyone (July 13 at 12 noon) 

• Reading French Civil Registration Records (July 14 at 10 a.m.) 

• Accessing the Archives of France Online (July 14 at 11:15 a.m.) 

• How Geneanet Can Help You With French Research (July 14 at 12:15 p.m.) 

• Using the French Genealogy Website Filae (July 14 at 1:15 p.m.) 

• Guild Records in Sweden (July 19 at 11 a.m.) 

• Exploring Norwegian Sailor and Seaman Records (July 19 at 12:15 p.m.) 

• The Gods of Land and Power: Danish Estates and Their Records (July 19 at 2 p.m.) 

• Understanding Swedish Probate Records (July 10 at 3:15 p.m.) 

• Overview of FamilySearch (July 20 at 12 noon) 

• Counting the Canucks: Combing Through Canadian Censuses (July 21 at 12 noon) 

• Using the FamilySearch FamilyTree App: Android (July 26 at 12 noon) 

• Research Process: The Ins and Outs (July 27 at 12 noon) 

 

 
 

Legacy Family Tree Webinars   

 

Legacy Family Tree offers free webinars, but you must register for them. If you can’t watch the webinar at the 

scheduled time, they are available for free for one week. If you become a member, they are free long-term. 

Topics for July include the following:  

 

• Ole Master Record All Us In The Good Book – Using the Slave Owner’s Bible Records  

(July 1 at 2 p.m.) 

• The Madness of ‘Mc” Surnames (July 5 at 10 p.m.) 

• What’s New at DNA Painter (July 6 at 2 p.m.) 

• Montana Genealogy Treasures (July 13 at 8 p.m.) 

• Colonial Spanish & Mexican Censuses & Census Substitutes (July 15 at 2 p.m.) 

• Ancestors’ Religions in the U.S. (July 19 at 8 p.m.) 

http://www.westmassgen.com/
mailto:westmassgen@gmail.com
https://www.familysearch.org/en/
https://familytreewebinars.com/
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• Monthly Online Genealogy Conference: Military Records – (July 23. This is a 24-hour marathon) 

• Is it POSSIBLE to Retire from Genealogy? (July 27 at 2 p.m.) 

 

See the entire list at https://familytreewebinars.com 

 

 
 

New England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS) 

 

• Researching War of 1812 Veteran Ancestors (July 7 at 3 p.m.) 

 

 

Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh (GRIP) 

 

During each week of GRIP, there are several free presentations sponsored by genealogy organizations.  

For more information on the presentations and how to research, go to the GRIP at the link above. 

 

WMGS Monthly Presentations and Trainings 

Join our upcoming presentations and trainings from home. Our schedule of webinars and trainings is available 

in our newsletter and on our website. Members will receive an email with a link to join the presentation at the 

scheduled time. Be sure to join in at that time, as some presentations can’t be placed on our website per the 

contract with our presenter.  

 

In addition, catch up on archived presentations in the Members Only section of our website. There are over 

50 videos of our monthly presentations and training sessions, 12 individual training videos from the DNA Boot 

Camp from Hack Genealogy, and over 65 handouts available. 

 

New WMGS Member 
 

The Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society, Inc. (WMGS) welcomes our newest member. 

 

Julie Clayton 

 

We hope that she will avail herself of all that WMGS has to offer and that she finds success in the hunt for 

family ancestors.  
Return to Contents page 
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Calendar 

 

DATE/TIME EVENT/PLACE 

July 6, 2022 

6:00 p.m. 

WMGS Meeting Online! John Putnam presents "Change and Industrialization in 

Antebellum New England." 

August 3, 2022 

6:00 p.m. 

WMGS Meeting Online! Ed Strickland presents "No Stone Unturned: Getting the 

Most From the Graveyard." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brick Wall Queries 
 

How to Submit or Respond to a Query:  

  

Submitting: Queries and responses should be sent via email to westmassgen@gmail.com or submitted 

through the Contact Us section on our website. Non-members should submit their payment ($5.00 per 

query) via the Donate tab on the website. Members are entitled to post three (3) queries per month.  

  

Responding: Please send your response directly to WMGS. To aid in matching answer to question, please 

identify the question you are answering by using the month of the newsletter and the question number. 

(example Oct 2018-Q1, Oct 2018-Q2) Answers submitted should include the source(s) of information  

found or specific information on a website or database. WMGS will forward the response to the person 

who asked the question, post it in the next newsletter, and archive it on our website.  

  

Note: Because of space limitations, WMGS reserves the right to limit the number of queries that are listed 

per newsletter. When necessary, queries will be posted in the next available issue. WMGS and its members  

are not responsible to conduct research, to provide answers for the query, or for the accuracy of the 

information posted or received. Always verify any information received by checking its source. 

  

http://www.westmassgen.com/
mailto:westmassgen@gmail.com
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About Us 
 

 

The Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society was founded in 

Springfield, Massachusetts in 1972 and officially incorporated on 

February 6, 1973. We are devoted to the research and documentation 

of our family ancestry and history. We also assist others in the pursuit 

of discovering their ancestry. 

 

We meet year-round on the first Wednesday of each month and 

welcome non-members and beginning genealogists. Please join us!  

 

Most of our membership is from the Western Massachusetts area, but a number of our members live all over 

our country and have ancestors from Massachusetts or New England. 

 

We receive numerous inquiries each month via U.S. mail and email from people looking for information on 

area families. Our members are happy to volunteer to research these requests. 

 

Jeanne Leblond – President Dave Lapierre – Webmaster & Technology Coordinator 

Dave Lapierre – Vice President Joanne Mason – Newsletter Editor 

Treasurer – Position is open. Carol Lynne Bagley & Joanne Mason – Facebook Editors 

Jeanne Lockhart – Assistant Treasurer Jeanne Leblond – Surname & Queries Editor 

Dorothy Cichonski – Secretary Bob Whitney – Fundraising Coordinator 

Membership – Position is open. Diane Ascioti – Founder 

Gwen Laprade, Cara Seitchek, and Joanne Mason – Directors 

 

 

Meeting Details 
 

We generally meet year-round for our monthly meeting on the first Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m. On 

rare occasions, a holiday or other significant event may disrupt that schedule, causing a meeting to be held on 

the second Wednesday. You will be informed of date changes well in advance.  

 

Our Special Interest Group meetings and training sessions are typically held on the third Thursday of the month 

at 7 p.m. However, some of these sessions are held on different days of the week, depending on the availability 

of each session's host. Check our monthly calendar for each month's schedule.  

 

 

http://www.westmassgen.com/
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Since March 2020, we have met virtually using the web conferencing 

platform Zoom. 

 

Zoom registration information is sent by email to all members in advance 

of each meeting and training session. If you need help using Zoom, please 

contact us at westmassgen@gmail.com. We’ll be glad to assist you.  

 

When a speaker allows us to record a presentation, we archive it in the 

Members Only section of our website. Many of our monthly presentations have been recorded and are 

available, along with handouts, in the Members Only section of our website. 

 

We look forward to you joining us at our next meeting or event! 

 Return to Contents page 

 

 

 
 

Membership 
 

The Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society is a growing group of members, both local and from 

around the United States. We welcome you to join our society! 

 

Reasons to join the Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society: 

 

1. Meet people with similar interests in family history and genealogy. 

2. Attend monthly meetings featuring local, regional, and national presenters. 

3. Attend our Special Interest Groups meetings, trainings, and classes. 

 

http://www.westmassgen.com/
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4. Receive access to our archive of previously recorded presentations and handouts, DNA Boot Camp 

videos, Western Massachusetts and Massachusetts genealogical resources (with links), and handouts 

in the Members Only section of our website. 

5. Receive assistance from our members on your family research. 

6. Access our library of resources including books and CDs. 

7. Serve as a volunteer, coach, or as a member of the Board of Directors. 

8. Join us on exclusive WMGS field trips. 

 

One of our key member benefits is access to the Members Only section of our website, which contains 

archived recordings of our previous speakers from around the U.S.: Judy G. Russell, Maureen Taylor, Colleen 

Fitzpatrick, Elissa Scalise Powell, Dr. Shelley Murphy, Nora Galvin, ‘Dear MYRTLE’ a/k/a Pat Richley-

Erickson, Russ Worthington, Melissa Barker, Jennifer Alford, and many more! Our Members Only section 

also includes handouts from many of those meetings and historical copies of the American Elm, the original 

WMGS newsletter publication, which contains genealogical material and family trees from our early members. 

(Note: The American Elm is now a searchable database!) Once we receive your membership application, we 

will send you a welcome letter with the confidential password to access the Members Only section of our 

website. 

 

 Membership Dues: 

 Annual membership runs from September 1st to August 31st each year. 

 Membership rates are: 

• $30 for an individual membership  

• $45 for a couple of the same household  

• $15 for students  

• $500 for lifetime membership  

 

If you are new to our organization, click here for the WMGS Application for Membership; the image is near 

the bottom. Click to open the PDF, view, save, and print. 

 

There are three ways to join or renew your membership: 

 

• Pay by cash or check at the monthly meeting. 

• Print and mail an application, found on the Join/Renew page of our website (if a new member) 

along with your check, or, if renewing, just the check to: 

WMGS, P.O. Box 418, West Springfield, MA 01090-0418. 

• Use the secure PayPal button on our website (you do not need to have a PayPal account, just 

use your debit card or credit card). Here's the link to our Join/Renew page: JOIN 

 

 

 

http://www.westmassgen.com/
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Note: All FIRST TIME MEMBERS must complete and submit an application by mail with your check, 

or as an attached link in a separate email to us when using PayPal as your payment, so that we have all 

the necessary information for our membership list. 

 

How to Contact Us: 
 

Have a question, comment, or suggestion for someone at WMGS? 

Need information about your membership status or how to access our Members Only material? 

Want to send in a query or provide an answer to one? 

Have a comment or suggestion for us? 

 

There are two options available for contacting us via email: 

 

Our Contact Us page on our website has an easily completed form to use. First enter your name, email 

address, topic, and the name of person to whom the email is being sent. Then, write your message and click 

on Submit. 

 

Or you can send an email directly to us at: westmassgen@gmail.com. 

 

Of course, you can also correspond with us by sending mail to: 

 

WMGS, Inc. 

P.O. Box 418 

West Springfield, MA 01090-0418  

 

Note: Please do not write directly to any board member’s personal or business email. For legal reasons, 

our board members cannot conduct WMGS business using emails, other than through WMGS. Thank 

you for your consideration. 

Return to Contents page 
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Email Update 
 

Please let us know if you have changed your email address, mailing address, and/or phone number. We want 

to make sure that you continue to receive all of our updates, meeting reminders, and electronic newsletters. 

Just send your name and new email address to us at westmassgen@gmail.com.  

 

 
 

Copyright © 2022 by the Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society, Inc. All rights are reserved. No 

part of this publication may be reproduced in any way without written permission of WMGS. For 

permission to reproduce any article in this newsletter, contact the editor at westmassgen@gmail.com.  

 

The editor reserves the right to edit all contributions. 
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