
WELCOMEWELCOMEWELCOMEWELCOME  
to St. Andrew’s By-the-Sea 

The Episcopal Church in Destin, Florida 

part of the Worldwide Anglican Communion 
WHEREVER YOU ARE ON YOUR JOURNEY OF FAITH, ST. ANDREW’S WELCOMES YOU! 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

NOVEMBER 28, 2021  •  10:00 A.M. 

HOLY EUCHARIST   •   RITE I 
Before service speak to the Lord to prepare to worship. 

During service the Lord will speak to you. 

After service speak to one another. 

 

 

     
 

 
 

Presider:   The Rev. Jo P. Popham, M. Div. 

Preacher:  The Rev. James J. Popham, J.D., M. Div.  

Organ:       Don Hutchison, D. Min. 

Reader:  Ron Marro 

Acolyte:     Rick Boyer 



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR ADVENT I – NOVEMBER 28 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Join in our celebration 

of all November birthdays this Sunday in the 

parlor after the 10 a.m. service.  

DO YOU HAVE 

ROOM IN YOUR 

INN? Mary and 

Joseph begin their 

travel to Bethlehem 

by way of  our homes 

today. But we still 

have a few slots 

open. If you or your 

family would like to 

take the Holy Family 

into your “Inn” during Advent, please, 

contact Jo+ as soon as possible.  

STRICTLY BUSINESS Our annual 

meeting will be held on Sunday, December 

19, 2021, in the church, following the 10 a.m. 

service. The agenda includes a proposal from 

the vestry to amend our by-laws to change the 

number of members of the vestry from seven 

to five. We also will be electing new vestry 

member(s) and two delegates to the diocesan 

convention. If you are interested in standing 

for vestry or serving as a delegate to 

convention or would like to suggest a 

possible nominee for vestry or delegate, 

please, be in touch with our nominating 

committee (Rick Boyer, Jim Cooper, and 

Becky Chidsey). 

LET IT SNOW This year St. Andrew’s will 

be participating in Destin Snowbirds 

meetings and will host the Walton County 

Snowbirds on several occasions. We need 

several parishioners to staff our table at each 

of the 20 Destin Snowbird meetings between 

now and March 1. Please, let Jo+ or Jim+ 

know if you would be willing to cover one of 

the meetings. 

TODAY is the First Sunday of Advent and 

the first day of a new Church year. In recent 

years, the tone of Advent has shifted away 

from a strictly penitential time to a time of 

anticipation and preparation for Christmas. It 

also reminds us of our expectation that Christ 

will return in power and glory. And blue has 

joined purple or violet as a proper color for 

the season of Advent. 

EVERY PERFECT GIFT Our annual 

stewardship campaign, seeking pledges of 

time, talent, and treasure in support of God’s 

work at St. Andrew’s, is wrapping up. A final  

letter from our Task Force for Development , 

accompanied by a one-page review of St. 

Andrew’s financial position, will be mailed 

to everyone this week. The letter will include 

pledge cards for treasure and for time and 

talent, which will gather them in at the 10 

a.m. service on December 5. If you have not 

received our previous mailings, please, let 

Karen in the office know right away. If you 

have questions about the financial 

information, please, speak with our treasurer, 

Barbara Nelson. Broader questions about the 

direction of the parish should be addressed to 

Jo+ or Jim+ or our wardens. 

CONVENTION BLESSING 
We will be especially blessed this 

year by the attendance and 

participation of our Presiding 

Bishop Michael Curry. Anyone 

may attend the convention’s sessions at the 

Destin-Fort Walton Beach Convention 

Center on February 17 – 19, 2022. 

YOU ARE INVITED to an Open House 

celebrating the Hope of Christmas, noon to 2 

p.m. at Jo+ and Jim+’s home on Sunday, 

December 19. Pick up an invitation in the 

Narthex. 



 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE ONE 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Welcome and Announcements 

Advent Bidding 

My brothers and sisters, we enter today the season of Advent in which the Church bids us 

prepare to celebrate the coming of Christ; a coming that we recall in the Child of Bethlehem; a 

coming that we experience in the gift of his Spirit, in the bread of the Eucharist, in the joy of 

human lives that are shared; a coming we wait for when God gathers up all things in Christ. Let 

us in this holy season reflect on the coming of Christ who brings light to the world. Let us leave 

behind the darkness of sin, walk in the light that shines on our path, and renew within ourselves 

the hope of glory to which he beckons us. And as we turn towards the light, let us have on our 

hearts all those who see no light, for whom all is darkness and despair. Let us pray that they too 

may be illumined by Christ who is our light. 

Prelude     Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus                  arr: Jay Rouse 

Processional Hymn 73 The King shall come when morning dawns       ST. STEPHEN 

 

 

 

Blessing Blessing Blessing Blessing of the Advent Wreathof the Advent Wreathof the Advent Wreathof the Advent Wreath    
As our nights grow longer and our days grow short, we look on these earthly signs – light and 

green branches – and remember God’s promise to our world: Christ, our Light and our Hope, 

will come. Lord our God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ. He is Emmanuel, the hope 

of all people; he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us; he is the Savior of every nation. 

O God, let your blessing come upon our community gathered here before you. B����less us and 

our Advent wreath. May the light that shines forth from it illumine our way as we journey 

towards Christmas; may the light that shines forth from it illumine our lives as we wait in hope 

for the birth of the Christ-child. And may Christ our Savior bring life into the darkness of our 

world, and to us, as we wait for his coming. Amen.  

Advent Wreath Lighting 

Light one candle as all say:  Jesus said: “I am the light of the world; he who follows me will 

not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

1st person asks: Why do we light one candle? 

Presider responds:  This candle reminds us of the light of hope that the people in the Old 

Testament had in their expectation of a Messiah who would bring peace and love to the world. 

All say:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a 

land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 

Let us pray:  Lord God, our world is often in darkness. We need the light of peace and love to 

shine in our world.  Help us to prepare our lives and our homes to receive the One who said, “I 

am the light of the world.” We pray in the name of that Light, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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Advent Wreath Hymn # 56   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel    VENI, VENI, EMMANUEL 
 

                                                                                                                      

 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

     And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 

with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the 

second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 

hang all the Law and the Prophets. 

Kyrie             S 91, Willan 

 

The Collect of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 

     And with thy spirit. 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 

armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit 

us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 

judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Old Testament          Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Jeremiah spoke of God’s love for humankind at a time when the citizens of Jerusalem had 

suffered great adversity. He has predicted that the city will be rebuilt. Now he foretells that the 

line of kings of which David was the founder will continue. 

A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house 

of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch 

to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days 

Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 

called: "The LORD is our righteousness." 

The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 25:1-9 

1  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; * 

let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
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2  Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3  Show me your ways, O LORD, * 

and teach me your paths. 

4  Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5  Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 

for they are from everlasting. 

6  Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness,O LORD. 

7  Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8  He guides the humble in doing right * 

and teaches his way to the lowly. 
9  All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness * 

to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

New Testament         1 Thessalonians 3:9-
13    
Paul has heard of the persecution of Christians living in Thessalonika. He has sent Timothy to 

comfort them in their adversity. Timothy has returned with news of the steadfastness of their 

love for Christ and for one another, and also for him as he faces persecution. 

A Reading from Paul’s First letter to the Thessalonians 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God 

because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and 

restore whatever is lacking in your faith. Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord 

Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one 

another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in 

holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

with all his saints. 

The Word of the Lord. 

        Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn  Bless the Lord my soul    
 

Gospel             Luke 21:25-36 

Our reading is part of Jesus’ answer to two questions: when will the Temple is destroyed? What 

signs will there be that this is about to happen? People expected calamities at the end of the 

age, but Jesus tells us that he – the Son of Man – will come from heaven at that time. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke 

 Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
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 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations 

confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of 

what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will 

see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these things 

begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves 

you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these 

things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation 

will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away. Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with 

dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, 

like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all 

times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and 

to stand before the Son of Man.” 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Sermon                          The Rev’d James J. Popham 

Nicene Creed              Standing 

We believe in one God, 

     the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

     of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

     the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

     God from God, Light from Light, 

     true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

     Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

     by the power of the Holy Spirit 

     he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 

     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

     he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

     he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

     and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

     He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
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     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People      

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world ….  

responding to “Lord, in thy mercy” with Hear our prayer. 

We especially pray for the welfare of the people, leadership, and ministries of our fellow 

Christians at home and abroad. In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Episcopal 

Anglican Church of Brazil, and in our own diocese, we pray for St. Augustine of Canterbury in 

Navarre, Florida.  Lord, in thy mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 

supplications, and to give thanks for all people: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto 

thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit 

of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree 

in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.   

Lord, in thy mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially to Russell, our 

Bishop, to Justin the Archbishop of Canterbury, to Michael our Presiding Bishop, to Jim and Jo 

our Rectors, that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, 

and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.    

Lord, in thy mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; 

that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly 

serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.  

Lord, in thy mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this 

and every land, especially Joe our President, Ron our Governor, Gary our Mayor, and all in 

national, state, and local authority, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for 

the welfare and peace of the world. We pray also for protection for our Armed Forces at home 

and abroad.   

Lord, in thy mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing 

in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy 

bounty.  

Lord, in thy mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 
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And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those 

who in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, 

remembering especially those who have asked for our prayers and those we name either silently 

or aloud….  

Lord, in thy mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

We praise you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life, those we mention either aloud or 

silently…. 

Lord, in thy mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, 

especially for those we love but see no more, especially those we remember aloud or silently…. 

and for those known only to you, Lord, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy 

love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of all thy saints, that with 

them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.   Lord, in thy mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. 

Amen.       

Confession of Sin 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Silence         Standing or kneeling as we are able 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  

Amen. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins 

to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and 

bring you to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.  

If anyone sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the 

perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world.  
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The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

     And with thy spirit.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory     Reach Out and Touch       Charles Brown 

     Solo: Don Hutchison 

Doxology  Hymn # 380 (v. 3) From all that dwell below the skies   OLD 100th  

 

                                

The Great Thanksgiving      Rite I, Eucharistic Prayer II  

The Lord be with you. 

     And with thy spirit. 

Lift up your hearts. 

     We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

     It is meet and right so to do. 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give 

thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 

Because thou didst send thy beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs 

in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge 

the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 

magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying: 

Sanctus           S 114, Willan 

 

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, 

didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who 

made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, 

oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy 

Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, 

until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me."  

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, say-

ing, "Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and 

for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me." 
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Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine 

Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath 

commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his 

mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the 

innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty 

goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and 

creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most 

blessed Body and Blood. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy 

Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain 

remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a 

reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others 

who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body 

and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made 

one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet 

we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but 

pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O 

Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread      A period of silence is kept. 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

 Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Fraction Anthem, Agnus Dei        S 157, Merbecke 
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Invitation to the table 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Amen. 

FAMILY PRAYERS                                                                 said together by the whole church family 

for those celebrating BIRTHDAYS: O God, our times are in your hands: look with favor, we 

pray on your servant(s) as he/she/they begin(s) another year, grant that he/she/they may 

grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his/her/their trust in your goodness all the days 

of his/her/their life/lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

for those celebrating ANNIVERSARIES:  O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of 

marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his church: may 

these your servants love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience all the 

days of their life/lives together, and may they share their joy with others; we ask this in 

the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

for TRAVELERS:  O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and 

whose presence we find wherever we go: preserve all those who travel, surround 

him/her/them with your loving care; protect him/her/them from every danger, bring 

him/her/them in safety to his/her/their journey’s end, and return him/her/them to us 

renewed and refreshed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Innkeeper Commissioning 

Innkeepers come forward. 

My Sisters and Brothers in Christ Jesus, our purpose is to commission these persons in the Name 

of God and of this congregation to be Innkeepers who will not turn Mary and Joseph away as 

they travel through the parish on their journey to Bethlehem. 

You have been called on behalf of the Church of the Good Shepherd to care for the Mother and 

earthy Father of Jesus Christ. Will you faithfully and reverently carry out this ministry? 

Innkeepers:I will. 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, be present with all those who will care for the Holy Family this Advent. Let your 

love shine through them, so that all who come to their Inns may see your glory, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

In the Name of God and of this congregation, we commission you. Let your light so shine before 

others that they may see your good works and give glory to God. We commend you to this work, 

and pledge you our prayers. 

The Holy Family is presented to the first Innkeeper(s). 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God! 
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The Blessing 

Exit Procession  Hymn 66  Come, thou long exected Jesus             STUTTGART 

  

The Dismissal 

Postlude             Reflection on Lo, How a Rose E‘er Blooming          John Carter  



 

 a bon mot from jo+ 

Jim and I were sitting in the largest concert hall I had ever been in. We 

were early for the Peabody Conservatory’s annual Christmas concert. Our 

son doesn’t like to eat before a performance, so we looked forward to a 

late dinner at one of his favorite restaurants in the heart of Baltimore. The 

members of the orchestra dribbled in from the wings. A cacophony of 

sound erupted and faded and erupted again as each one warmed up their 

instrument. The strings whined – the horns brayed – the tympani’s 

vibrations that resounded throughout the hall. Then they quieted their 

instruments. A few chirped back to life, and then their sounds were quieted as the concert master 

– the 1st chair violin – stepped onto the stage. All eyes were on her. When she sat down all the 

musicians relaxed, but just a little. They all sat on the edge of their seats. 

Then a lone sound of an “A” rang out from the principle oboe – our son. Everyone tuned to his 

note, beginning with the concert master. The “A” swelled and calmed and swelled again. 

Adjustments were made. And Phillip played his “A” once more, and everyone came in tune 

together. The members of the orchestra made final corrections to the placement of their scores on 

their music stands. The risers for the grand chorus were empty. As we awaited their arrival there 

were people in the house that cleared their throats followed by the sound of cough candy papers 

rustling. A few errant cellphone rings caused embarrassment but also provided a reminder that 

everyone should have their phones in the off position or at least on buzz. Then the chorus came 

in ever so unobtrusively with their librettos under their left arms. 

Then all was quiet, but for the shuffle of late-comers – obviously not family members of anyone 

in the orchestra or the chorus. They were seated quickly by the ushers who handed them their 

playbills while they looked about for empty seats where they might enjoy the rest of the evening 

themselves. The house lights went off and the footlights came up. Even the chattiest of the 

concert-goers stopped talking. And then the conductor arrived, stepped onto his podium and 

observed his orchestra and chorus. He nodded to the concert master who nodded back – indicating 

that all was ready on the stage.  

Everyone waited patiently, performers and listeners all. We too were quiet, being quite pleased 

with ourselves for finding a seat that allowed for a direct view of our son. Phillip wetted the reed 

of his oboe. The violin and viola and cello bows were poised. The conductor raised his baton.  

And all was so still. We held our breaths to listen. The silence was so deep that I could hear my 

own heart beating.  

That moment of waiting in silence was extraordinary as we waited for something even more 

extraordinary to happen. My friends, that moment when we wait – holding our breaths in silence 

– hearing only our hearts beating – waiting with the highest of expectancy – is what Advent is all 

about. I pray that at some point in the next several weeks we all experience the breath-taking 

expectancy of waiting for the birth of Jesus.  

Thanks be to God, Phillip now is an accomplished musician, performing, composing, and making 

a living at his art.      
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE• 

For immediate concerns: Annie, Brian & Elliot, Jerry Cantu, Cheryl, Charles Cook, Jim 

Cooper, Donna Gullstrand Davidson, Steven Eldridge, Tom & Lauretta Hanlin, James, John & 

Lorraine Johnson, Lloyd Johnson, Jeffrey King, Jennifer Lee, Lindsay, Lori & Greg, Frances & 

Simon Lovich, Trent Lowe, Mark, Alys Martin, Pam Moore, Nevaeh, Patrick family, Mike 

Patterson, Stacy Peloquin, Tony Pedigo, Cheryl Perez, Phoebe, Sara Popham, Rachael, Tom & 

Sandy Reed, Ed & Dee Richardson, Ted & Bethel Ruest, Sandy, Ann Seaton, Brig. Gen. Ben 

Skardon, Thom Sutton, Thomas, Aleeta Traendly, Glenn & Lorna Turnage, Braiden Walker, 

Rob Ward, Hayden Warren, Pete Wheeler, Henry & Margie Wyatt 

For the repose of the soul: Mike Brown, B.J. Cannon, Georgene Chidsey, Abbie Colson, Mick 

Glover, Larry Griffin, Jessica Harris, Fr. John Kicks, Ruth Hopkins, Ellison Ingram, Richard 

Johnson, William Lee, Nirvanka Lovich, Paul Naughton, Frank Novak, Anne O’Ferrell, Marie-

Aline Razet, Linda Avery Reaves, Danny Turner, John Weinard, John Whalen  

Anglican Cycle of Prayer: The Episcopal Anglican Church of Brazil 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: St. Augustine of Canterbury in Navarre, Florida 

Diocesan Prison Ministry Cycle: The inmates and their families, and the staff of Wilcox  

County Detention Center in Camden Alabama 

• Please, call or email the church to add or change the status of someone on the prayer list. 

 

Jesus Christ 

Head of the Church 

The Rt. Rev. J. Russell Kendrick 
4th Bishop of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast 

The Revs. James J. & Jo P. Popham 
Rectors 

Karen Perez Lowe 
Administrator 

Don Lee Hutchison 
Organist, Pianist, and Music Director 

Barbara J. Nelson 
Treasurer (non-stipendiary) 

 

 

 

Vestry Members  
 

Class of 2021 

Jim Cooper 

Becky Chidsey 

Rick Boyer (Senior Warden) 

Class of 2022 

Judy King 

Class of 2023 

Kathy McGee (Junior Warden) 

Palma Jorgensen 

Barbara Nelson 
 

Karen Perez Lowe, Clerk for the Vestry 
 

Our Sunday service is live streamed on Facebook. You do NOT need to be on 

Facebook or have your own Facebook page to attend the virtual services. And you 

can view full services at a later time or later date. Simply click on the following link 

or paste it into your browser when you are on the Internet: 

https://www.facebook.com/standrewsdestin/?rf=120478911623728 

Stay safe, be well, and we will see you on the Internet.
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