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Hiller Highlands Association Board Meeting Minutes 
Highland Country Club: 10/1/2018 

 
Board members present: 
Carole Anderson, President 
Steven Cobbledick, Treasurer 
Gary Firestone, Secretary 
Steve Willoughby, Board Member 
 
Spyglass Hill residents attending the meeting: 
Ann Mulligan 
Sonja Woodham 
Nahid Rezai 
Hosein Bavafa 
David Roth 
 
 
Meeting called to order: 7:00 pm 
 
Welcome and Opening Remarks: Carole welcomed everyone to the board meeting, and 
mentioned that several difficult budgetary issues will be discussed. 
 
Agenda Items: 
 
I. Approval of Minutes from August 20, 2018 
 
Approval of minutes was deferred.  
 
II. Treasurer’s Report (by Steve C.): Approved 
 
Operating Account (Union Bank): $19,322.56 
Reserve Account (Union Bank): $124,483.86 
Reserve Account (Certificate of Deposit): 0.00 
Total: $143,806.42 
 
The reserves are not at a high enough level, and it is estimated that the reserves will be 
38% funded by January 2019, 43% funded by January 2020, and 47% funded by January 
2021.  
 
III. Homeowner’s forum: 
 
Nahid brought up the issue of a tree next to her unit that was trimmed back too far.   
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IV. Current Business: 
 
 Neville Colaco Parking Space Exchange Request.  The board approved by a 3-
1 vote to swap the guest parking space next to the emergency box with Neville’s deeded 
easement parking space in front of the 47/45 unit (most northern of the three parking 
spaces). Neville agreed to pay all costs for this exchange, including any extra costs for 
any eventual changes in the CC&Rs.  The board also requested that Neville complete the 
legal paperwork concerning the parking space exchange by the end of November, 2018.  
 
 HOA Special Assessment of all units to continue fire prevention clearing.  
Carole pointed out that there is more fire suppression work needed than available funds. 
Based on a conversation with Vincent Crudele (OFD Fire Suppression), Carole discussed 
several strategies for raising funds to meet the cost of the needed fire prevention work. 
Carole reported that a second proposal submitted to the Diablo Fire Safety Council 
(DFSC), which would pay $5,000 as 50% matching funds to defray the cost of fire debris 
removal on HHI property, was accepted by the DFSC although there will be delay in 
receiving the funds.  
 

Under Civil code 5605(b), HHI Association can assess up to 5% of the operating 
budget to be used for fire suppression work, including the use of the assessments as 
matching funds for the SFSC proposal.  Because the operating budge is ~$184,000, each 
unit can be assessed up to $271 for this purpose, and each unit owner would have 30 
days after receiving the notice to pay the assessment.  The board voted 5-yes and 0-no 
with no abstentions on the question of approving a $271 assessment for each unit for 
landscape fire suppression. The assessment payments will be due on Nov. 15, 2018 
(Post meeting note: The total assessment is $9,214 corresponding to $271.00 per unit 
and official notices were sent to all unit owners).  
 
 Landscape work and interactions with HH Phase III.  Carole reported that 
Charlotte Russell, President of the HH Phase III Association, conveyed to her that the oak 
trees on both sides of the boundary line between the two associations would need to be 
trimmed/shaped for view purposes. Carole gave HH Phase III permission to trim the trees 
at their cost as has been past practice.  It was discussed that there is a City of Oakland 
view ordinance concerning which party (or both) is responsible for the cost of the tree 
trimming. 
 
 Cost to update CC&Rs.  Carole and Steve C reported that Ann Rankin is our 
legal council and that the cost to update the CC&Rs is minimally $4,500 (process rate) 
and likely more depending on the extent of the changes. (legal fees would be ~$350 per 
hour) If and when any changes are made in the CC&Rs, there will need to be a HHI 
townhall meeting followed by a secrete ballot that includes a legal cover letter.  
  
 Parking sub-committee update.  David Roth presented the parking sub-
committee’s (David, Gary, Ann and Hosein) report, and the following are the 
recommendations: 1) The HOA should mark on the curbs of deeded easement parking 
spaces the numbers corresponding to the unit numbers of the owners associated with 
each parking space, and the guest parking spaces designated with either the work “guest” 
or a “G” (or possibly with the word “visitor”); 2) The number “57” needs to be 
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removed/erased from the curb in front of unit #57 because it does not correctly designate 
a deeded parking space; 3) Visible lines need to be placed in selected places to 
distinguish the boundaries several of the deeded/guest parking areas (Gary pointed out 
that only six such lines are needed on the street); and 4) Several “No Parking” areas on 
the street need to be designated in red (one such area is in front of units 38-46).  The 
board then voted 3-yes and 0-no on the question of approving the parking space plan 
presented by the parking sub-committee.  
 
 
V. New Business:   
 

Carole will send to all of the homeowner, the dates of the remaining board 
meetings.  Post meeting note: the next board meeting will be Monday, Nov. 5th at 7 pm. 
  
 

The Spyglass Hill website address/link is  http://hillerhighlandsone.net and 
spyglassresident  is the login-in phrase.  The board encourages everyone to use the 
website and provide feedback about how it might be improved.  
 
Meeting adjournment: 8:30 pm 
 
Next board meeting is scheduled for Monday, Nov. 5th, 2018 at 7 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Gary Firestone 


