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DEF ENSIVE T ACT IC S
FOR T HE R E A L WO RL D

Women make up half the population of the
world, and a great deal of criminal violence
is directed toward women. Every day in the
United States, women are subjected to rapes
and other sexual assaults, carjackings,
robberies, abductions, and other crimes. In
recent years, more and more women have
been buying guns for personal protection,
and more are entering the training field than
ever before.
For over fifteen years, we have been
conducting the annual Tactical Conference,
the premier training event of the year. There
have always been women in attendance at
the Conference, but we have seen a sharp
increase in the number of female attendees
and pistol match competitors over the past
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few years. In 2013, I believe we had 14
female participants; in 2014 that number
was up to about 20; this year there were
over 30. We also had a number of female
trainers who presented blocks of instruction
this year, including Lynn Givens, Tiffany
Johnson, Lori Bigley, Eve Kulscar, Julie
Thomas, and Linda Hoopes. Other female
trainers in attendance included Vicki
Farnam, Robyn Street, and Gail Pepin.

There were several topics presented this
year of specific interest to ladies. Lori
Bigley put on a detailed presentation on
holsters and other carry options for women.
Claude Werner and Linda Hoopes gave a
presentation on tactical communication for
couples. Southnarc, and Karl Rehn and
Caleb Causey put on live force on force
scenario-based training that applied to
either gender. The 2016 event will feature a
number of female trainers and new blocks
of instruction.
- Tom Givens
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Don’t make it easy for him.

Most of you have heard me mention 62 wins/zero losses/3
forfeits. At last count (Jan 2015) we have had 65 students
involved in defensive shootings that I know of. These are
students who have reported back to the school or have been
reported to me through law enforcement channels. Of those,
every single one who were armed at the time of the event won
their fight (62 wins). No student of ours who was armed at the
time has been killed. However, three students found themselves
in need of a defensive handgun and did not have one. All three
were killed in separate street robberies. In the last incident, the
victim had handed over his wallet and cell phone and was
standing there with his hands in the air when he was shot in the
face and killed. These are the three forfeits.

“

In March, Lynn and I taught a series of courses in Florida. The
classes were held on the weekends, so during the week we got to
play tourist. On one of our excursions we went on an airboat
tour in the Everglades. Below is a photo of us from that
excursion. I am wearing a Glock 35 in my JM Custom Kydex
IWB holster, plus 2 spare magazines, under a simple silk shirt.
Lynn is utilizing a belly band to carry her S&W Shield 9mm
discretely concealed under a very feminine blouse. We spent the
entire day in a variety of activities around scores of other tourists
and no one had a clue that either of us was armed. Carrying a
concealed handgun is simply not as difficult as people like to
make it out to be. Find a handgun/holster combination that fits
your body type, cover it up, and get on with life.

Carrying a concea l ed handgun is
simply not as difficult as people like
to make it out to be.”

- Tom Givens
*

(*In sight)

TRIVIA TIME!
We’ve all heard and often repeated the idea that
“an armed society is a polite society.” Where did
that quote come from?
A)
B)
C)
D)
www.Rangemaster.com
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An American President
A Science Fiction Novel
An Italian Mafia Creed
A Television Commercial

Post the answer on
our Rangemaster
Facebook page!
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The 2016 event will be held on March 11-13, 2016, again Friday
through Sunday. Once again we will be using the outstanding
facilities of the Memphis Police Training Academy. The
Academy has multiple classrooms and multiple ranges, both
indoors and outdoors. This allows us to run as many as five
different training blocks concurrently, with live fire, hands on,
and classroom instruction going on throughout the event. We
moved the event a bit later in the year for better weather.
In 2016 we will have a number of new topics. A cyber security
specialist will present a block on protecting yourself from

Internet threats, including identity theft. We will also have live
fire carbine training on the outdoor range. We have some new
trainers added to the mix as well as all of the usual suspects.
There will be training available from a total of 36 nationally
recognized trainers plus, of course, the lowlight defensive
shooting match. This year the event sold out for four months in
advance. Already, over 20% of the spaces for 2016 have been
taken. Don't put off registration. This year we had to turn away
quite a few people who waited too late to sign up. You can
register online or you can print the registration form and send it
by mail with a check.

In March, we conducted an Advanced Firearms Instructor Development Course
in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. We had students from Ohio, Wisconsin, Illinois,
Georgia, and all over Florida. This was a great group that worked very hard and
achieved a high level of skill. This is a two day course that picks up where the
Three-Day Firearms Instructor Development Course ends.

Practical Shooting, LLC
McCloud, OK

Don’t forget to pick up

TOM’S BOOK
Now in its third edition, Fighting Smarter by
Tom Givens is the result of over 40 years of
specialized training, education and
experience in using handguns for selfdefense. Consisting of 40 chapters and over
300 pages, this book is full of vital
information for anyone concerned about
personal security. The first half of the book
deals with the "software" issues, such as
developing your awareness skills, building a
winning mindset, and your legal rights and
responsibilities. The "hardware" section
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We will be offering another Advanced Instructor Course on
October 3-4, 2015, at Wes Elliott’s range in McLoud, OK. This
will be the only other Advanced Instructor Course this year.
Before taking this class, you must be a prior graduate of our
Three-Day Firearms Instructor
Development Course. To register,
please visit www.eventbrite.com/e/
advanced-instructor-course-mcloud
-ok-tickets-13502497333.

deals with selecting the right gun, holster,
and ammunition and proper training to take
control of your life.
Tom has been carrying a gun professionally
for over 40 years and has been conducting
training for over 35 years. He serves as an
expert witness on firearms and training
issues in state and federal courts all over the
US. He is a former champion IPSC and
IDPA competitor, and he holds an IDPA
Master rating in three divisions. Givens has
written well over 100 published articles in
Combat Handguns Magazine, SWAT
Magazine, Concealed Carry Magazine,
Soldier of Fortune, and other publications.
This is his fifth published textbook. 

Available at
www.createspace.com/5230622
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April 11-12
Intensive Pistol /
Defensive Shotgun
New Orleans, LA

April 17-19
Rangemaster Instructor Course
Shawnee, OK
April 25-26
Combative Pistol 1
Bastrop, TX (Austin area)
May 9
Intensive Pistol
Franklin, TN (Nashville Area)
May 16-17
Intensive Pistol / Defensive Shotgun
Athens, GA
May 23-24
Intensive Pistol / Defensive Shotgun
Zanesville, OH
May 29-31
Instructor Development Course
Lichfield, NH
June 6-7
Combative Pistol 1
Pelham, NH
June 13-14
Intensive Pistol / Defensive Shotgun
Culpepper, VA

Tom and Lynn have a busy travel itinerary this year! They are offering classes all over the
country, teaching in a different state almost every weekend. Sign up for a class near you!
See details on the full schedule and register with for classes on Tom’s Eventbrite page:
www.eventbrite.com/o/tom-givens-6762296023. 

For a few years now, we have been using a target of our own design for the
Tactical Conference pistol match and in our training courses. This target is called
the Rangemaster-Q, and we designed it to address several issues. The target
represents the upper torso and head of a grown adult male. The bottom of the
target extends only an inch or two below the diaphragm. This makes the target
much smaller than your typical silhouette and thus does not reward low torso
hits that would be of little value in a fight. In the chest of the target is a faintly outlined box that is seven
inches wide and nine inches deep. This corresponds exactly to the area from the collarbone to the
diaphragm and inside the nipples. In the head there is a 3x3" ocular window. The way we normally
score this target, a hit inside the chest box or the head box counts for five points, and a hit anywhere
else in the gray silhouette counts for three points. Shots outside the silhouette (of course) count for
zero points.
The target itself is a dull, neutral gray color, and the scoring lines cannot be seen while shooting.
This forces the shooter to engage the correct part of the target without visible scoring lines. This
target is available from Gun Fun Targets (see www.gunfun.com/shop/rangemaster-q-22660/). In
quantities from 50 to 99, the cost is .85 each. If you order 100-249 the price drops to .29 each,
and quantities of 250 and above are even cheaper. Gun Fun offers free shipping, which is a
big deal as paper targets in
quantity are quite heavy.
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