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North Carolina, home of the infamous HB2 battle, is in jeopardy of losing all bids to host any 

NCAA or ACC tournaments until 2022.  

The Atlantic Coast Conference is one of the leading college basketball conferences in the nation. 

A whopping four North Carolina teams are a part of this competitive league, and yet the state may soon 

have the privilege of hosting any championship tournaments revoked for the next six years.  

HB2 is a controversial legislation that has given North Carolina much trouble in the past. Singers, 

sports teams, and events alike have all rerouted tours avoiding the state in rebellion of the house bill. 

The NCAA and ACC are threatening to do the same.  

HB2 is a very complex law that contains many components. However, the aspect getting the 

most attention is the one that deals with gender identities. HB2, often referred to as “the bathroom bill” 

states that an individual must use the bathroom that corresponds with the gender on his or her birth 

certificate.  

Scott Dupree works for the North Carolina Sports Association which holds close relations to 

leagues such as the NCAA and ACC. In a letter to North Carolina government, Dupree emphasized that if 

HB2 is not repealed by approximately the end of the week, all North Carolina bids to host NCAA 

tournaments will be pulled from the review process and removed from consideration. 

“There's a lot of negatives, one is…the quality of life of North Carolina,” Dupree said. “[College 

basketball is] part of the culture and part of the fabric of our state so [losing the privilege of hosting 

tournaments] is a big fallout.”  

 Justin Do, a freshman at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill calls himself an avid Tar 

Heel basketball fan. He said he would definitely attend an NCAA or ACC championship tournament if it 

were in Greensboro, Raleigh or Charlotte.  

 Davis Colton and Rob Piscitelli, also UNC freshman, both agreed. Despite political stances on 

HB2, most people would hate to see it affect North Carolina collegiate athletics.  

 Not only does North Carolina have an important piece of their culture to lose, there are several 

other factors that would suffer from not being ability to host an NCAA tournament.  

 Dupree points out that the state will lose “hundreds of millions of dollars” from such a ban. 

Events such as these draw tourists from across the globe leading them to purchase tickets, hotels, food, 

and gas money, just to name a few. 

 “If we have a six-year drought, after six years is up we would have a lot of work to do to rebuild 

our brand and reputation to host sporting events,” Dupree said, “I'm very concerned”.  

 With such a short time constraint to take action and make the repeal, fans and experts alike fear 

that North Carolina is faced with the impossible.  



“I think a week is a very small amount of time to [repeal] a historic legislature,” Do said. “I can 

see them repealing it eventually but I don't think it will be in a week. That sounds like a little bit too 

much of an ultimatum to get over.” 

Dupree classified HB2 as an extremely complex issue that is getting national attention and 

turning into a long-term battle. Due to the passion and emotion associated with gender identity, the 

argument is one that is not easy to resolve.  

“It is my understanding that [North Carolina government] wants to get [the conflict] resolved, I 

just don’t know how they’re going to,” Dupree said.  

 Though this ban is meant to threaten the state of North Carolina, Colton points out how fans 

and athletes will be unjustly punished. The people of North Carolina have continuously felt the 

repercussions of the controversial house bill, he said, and it simply doesn’t seem fair, according to 

Colton. 

 Despite this setback, loyal fans are not willing to give up this piece of their identity. Losing the 

ability to watch their teams play in their home state does not mean losing confidence in their players.  

“It might be nice for a North Carolina team to play a championship game in their own state, but 

that being said, I don't think it will change the program as a whole in general,” Piscitelli said. “I mean 

they're going to play the best they can no matter where they go.”  

 Hope may be lost for North Carolina’s eligibility to host athletic tournaments, but hope will 

never be lost in the teams we support and love.  

 

 


