
Virginia safer at home 

scope:  PHASE 3
Meetings must be conducted according to the following requirements.

Given the public health implications of the 2020 global pandemic, the Commonwealth’s 
diverse faith community quickly adjusted in response to this unprecedented crisis.  

Therefore, it is important that the diverse faith communities in Virginia stay informed with 
local, state, and national officials using the links below: 

CDC’s main COVID-19 Web page: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

Virginia Department of Health COVID-19 Web page: http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/ 

Virginia Governor’s COVID-19 Web page: https://www.virginia.gov/coronavirus/ 

Mandatory Requirements: 

Religious services must strictly adhere to the following requirements: 

Individuals attending religious services must be seated at least six feet apart at all times and must 
practice physical distancing at all times. Family members, as defined in Amended Number 67 and 
Order of Public Health Emergency Seven, may be seated together. Mark seating in six-foot 
increments. 

 Any items used to distribute food or beverages must be disposable and used only once
and discarded.

 A thorough cleaning and disinfection of frequently contacted surfaces must be
conducted prior to and following any religious service. Post signage at the entrance
that states that no one with a fever or symptoms of COVID-19, a positive diagnostic
test for the virus that causes COVID-19 in the prior 10 days, or known exposure to a
COVID-19 case in the prior 14 days, is permitted in the establishment.

 Post signage at the entrance of all indoor areas stating that individuals must wear a
cloth face covering in accordance with Executive Order 63.

Attachment 1

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.virginia.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.virginia.gov/coronavirus/


 

 Post signage to provide public health reminders regarding social distancing, 
gatherings, options for high risk individuals, and staying home if sick (samples at the 
bottom of this document).  

 If any place of worship cannot adhere to the above requirements, it must not conduct
in-person services.

Best Practices: In addition to the requirements provided above, faith communities are 
encouraged to utilize the following best practices to the extent they are feasible:  

 Designate a health coordinator and/or health equity team who will be responsible for
COVID-19 planning and preparation for your place of worship.

 For the building:

o Conduct thorough cleaning before and between services.

o Use separate doors to enter and exit the establishment when possible.

o Allow interior doors to remain open to limit touching of door handles.

o Provide sanitizing stations throughout the building, particularly at entry and
exit points.

o Consider installing touchless door entry systems or providing single-use
barriers (i.e., paper towels) for use in touching door and sink handles in
bathroom facilities.

o Use messaging boards or digital messaging and social media for
announcements to eliminate use of bulletins and handouts.

 For weekly religious services:

o Members are safer at home. Continue to provide and encourage use of online
streaming and drive-in options for people who can utilize these options. No
place of worship should feel obligated to return to in-person worship before
they are ready to do so.

o Consider holding multiple services, with time for thorough cleaning in
between each service, to allow for greater distancing during services.
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o Suspend the choir as part of services.

o Consider shorter services to avoid the need for people to use bathroom
facilities.

o Consider limiting or suspending youth services until a safer time.

o Consider holding small group or separate services for senior citizens and other
high-risk populations.

 Consider making this the first service of the week, after thorough
cleaning and disinfection of facilities have been performed.

 Ensure social distancing in parking lots or common areas.

 Consider discontinuing use of common items (e.g., microphones, books, hymnals,
scriptural texts) that may be shared between people and are difficult to clean. Consider
assigning religious books to a family or individual that they can bring to each service, or
use a projector for the display of sacred texts, scriptures, and songs.

 When oils, water, ashes, or other materials are applied to a person’s forehead, self-
application should be used, to the extent possible.

 Possible methods for religious services:

1. Drive-in/parking lot church: This is the safer model of religious service where
social distancing may be maintained.

2. Sign-up worship services: This will limit the number of live worship services.
Ask members, visitors, or guests to sign up for one live service per month, or
every other week. If needed, members can take turns between online and in-
person worship services during this interim time. Allow space for impromptu
visitors by registering fewer people (for each worship or religious service) than the
maximum allowed per occupancy restrictions.

3. Multiple gatherings during the week: A place of worship may divide the number
of congregants by the maximum occupancy level and offer worship services at that
level. Consider adding online services, multiple services on one day, or alternative
services during the week and/or on Saturdays and Sundays.
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4. Utilize multiple methods: As a result of the COVID-19 crisis, most places of
worship lost the ability to gather in-person, but many gained a stronger online
presence. Consider nurturing both aspects for at-risk individuals, as well as for the
increased capacity to reach and serve those outside of the walls of the faith
organization.

5. Adult-only services: This method asks parents of young children to alternate
worship attendance (naturally reducing attendance, as one parent stays home with
children).

6. Online-only: Take this approach if you are in a high-risk area, your place of
worship is not yet prepared with the conditions outlined in the state guidelines for
opening, you or a member of your family has COVID-19 symptoms, or the
governing authorities have requested additional measures in the interest of public
health.

Communication Resources: 

Members and leaders of the diverse faith communities and funeral homes around the 
Commonwealth can receive a signage tool-kit and register to receive updated information 
from the Governor’s Office of Diversity and Partners in Prayer and Prevention from the 
Virginia Department of Health by contacting OHE@vdh.virginia.gov 

Resources to print and display: 

CDC Symptoms English   Spanish CDC Symptoms 

CDC Printable Flyer English           CDC Printable Flyer Spanish 

CDC Printable Flyer Chinese            CDC Printable Flyer Korean 

CDC Printable Flyer Vietnamese      FDA information   

Attachment 1

mailto:OHE@vdh.virginia.gov
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://espanol.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs-sp.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs-chinese.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs-korean.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs-vietnamese.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/media/136812/download


       Attachment 2 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
 

CDC offers the following general considerations to help communities of faith discern how best to practice their beliefs while 
keeping their staff and congregations safe. Millions of Americans embrace worship as an essential part of life. For many faith 
traditions, gathering together for worship is at the heart of what it means to be a community of faith. But as Americans are 
now aware, gatherings present a risk for increasing spread of COVID-19 during this Public Health Emergency. CDC offers these 
suggestions for faith communities to consider and accept, reject, or modify, consistent with their own faith traditions, in the 
course of preparing to reconvene for in-person gatherings while still working to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

 
This guidance is not intended to infringe on rights protected by the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution or any other 
federal law, including the Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 (RFRA). The federal government may not prescribe 
standards for interactions of faith communities in houses of worship, and in accordance with the First Amendment, no faith 
community should be asked to adopt any mitigation strategies that are more stringent than the mitigation strategies asked of 
similarly situated entities or activities. 

 
In addition, we note that while many types of gatherings are important for civic and economic well-being, religious worship 
has particularly profound significance to communities and individuals, including as a right protected by the First 
Amendment. State and local authorities are reminded to take this vital right into account when establishing their own re-
opening plans. 

 

Scaling Up Operations 
 

• Establish and maintain communication with local and State authorities to determine current mitigation levels in your 
community. 

Provide protections for staff and congregants at higher risk for severe illness from COVID-19. Offer options for staff at 
higher risk for severe illness (including older adults and people of all ages with certain underlying medical conditions) 
that limit their exposure risk. Offer options for congregants at higher risk of severe illness that limit their exposure risk 
(e.g., remote participation in services). 

Consistent with applicable federal and State laws and regulations, put in place policies that protect the privacy and 
confidentiality of people at higher risk for severe illness regarding underlying medical conditions. 

Encourage any organizations that share or use the facilities to also follow these considerations as applicable. 

If your community provides social services in the facility as part of its mission, consult CDC’s information for schools and 
businesses and workplaces, as relevant, for helpful information. 

 

  Safety Actions  
 

Promote healthy hygiene practices 
Encourage staff and congregants to maintain good hand hygiene, washing hands with soap and water for at least 20 
seconds. 

Have adequate supplies to support healthy hygiene behaviors, including soap, hand sanitizer with at least 60 percent 
alcohol (for those who can safely use hand sanitizer), tissues, and no-touch trash cans.  

Encourage staff and congregants to cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or use the inside of their elbow. Used 
tissues should be thrown in the trash and hands washed. 
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Whenever soap and water are not readily available, hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol can be used. 

Consider  posting signs on how to stop the spread of COVID-19 and how to promote everyday protective measures, 
washing hands, covering coughs and sneezes, and properly wearing a mask . 

 

Masks 
Encourage use of masks among staff and congregants. Masks are most essential when social distancing is difficult. 
Note: Masks should not be placed on children younger than 2 years old, anyone who has trouble breathing or is 
unconscious, and anyone who is incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance. Masks 
are meant to protect other people in case the wearer is unknowingly infected but does not have symptoms. 

 
Intensify cleaning, disinfection, and ventilation 

Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces at least daily and shared objects in between uses. 

Develop a schedule of increased, routine cleaning and disinfection. 

Avoid use of items that are not easily cleaned, sanitized, or disinfected. 

Ensure safe and correct application of disinfectants and keep them away from children. 

Cleaning products should not be used near children, and staff should ensure that there is adequate ventilation when 
using these products to prevent children or themselves from inhaling toxic fumes. 

Ensure that ventilation systems operate properly and increase circulation of outdoor air as much as possible by opening 
windows and doors, using fans, etc. Do not open windows and doors if they pose a safety risk to children using the 
facility. 

If your faith community offers multiple services, consider scheduling services far enough apart to allow time for cleaning 
and disinfecting high-touch surfaces between services. Take steps to ensure that all water systems and features (for 
example, drinking fountains, decorative fountains) are safe to use after a prolonged facility shutdown to minimize the 
risk of Legionnaires’ disease and other diseases associated with water. 

 
Promote social distancing 

Take steps to limit the size of gatherings in accordance with the guidance and directives of state and local authorities and 
subject to the protections of the First Amendment and any other applicable federal law. 

Promote social distancing at services and other gatherings, ensuring that clergy, staff, choir, volunteers and attendees at 
the services follow social distancing, as circumstances and faith traditions allow, to lessen their risk. 

Consider holding services and gatherings in a large, well-ventilated area or outdoors, as circumstances and faith 
traditions allow. 

Consider appropriate mitigation measures, including taking steps to limit the size of gatherings maintaining social 
distancing, at other gatherings such as funerals, weddings, religious education classes, youth events, support groups and 
any other programming, where consistent with the faith tradition. 

Provide physical guides, such as tape on floors or walkways and signs on walls, to ensure that staff and children remain 
at least 6 feet apart in lines and at other times (e.g. guides for creating “one-way routes” in hallways). 

 
Take steps to minimize community sharing of worship materials and 
other items 

Consistent with the community’s faith tradition, consider temporarily limiting the sharing of frequently touched objects, 
such as worship aids, prayer rugs, prayer books, hymnals, religious texts and other bulletins, books, or other items 
passed or shared among congregants, and encouraging congregants to bring their own such items, if possible, or 
photocopying or projecting prayers, songs, and texts using electronic means. 

Modify the methods used to receive financial contributions. Consider a stationary collection box, the main, or electronic 
methods of collection regular financial contributions instead of shared collection trays or baskets. 

Consider whether physical contact (e.g., shaking hands, hugging, or kissing) can be limited among members of the faith 
community. 
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If food is offered at any event, consider pre-packaged options, and avoid buffet or family-style meals if possible. 

 
Nursery/Childcare 

If a nursery or childcare will be provided during services and events, refer to CDC’s information on preventing the spread 
of COVID-19 in childcare settings and adapt as needed for your setting. 

If holding summer day camps, refer to CDC’s information on youth and summer camps and adapt as needed. 

 
Staffing and Training 

Train all clergy and staff in the above safety actions. Consider conducting the training virtually, or, if in-person, ensure 
that social distancing is maintained. 

 

  Monitoring and Preparing  
 

Check for signs and symptoms 
Encourage staff or congregants who are sick or who have had close contact with a person with COVID-19 to stay home. 
Share CDC’s criteria for staying home with staff and congregants so that they know how to care for themselves and 
others. Consider posting signs at entrances with this information. 

 
Plan for when a staff member or congregant becomes sick 

Identify an area to separate anyone who exhibits symptoms of COVID-19 during hours of operation, and ensure that 
children are not left without adult supervision. 

Establish procedures for safely transporting anyone who becomes sick at the facility to their home or a healthcare 
facility. 

Notify local health officials if a person diagnosed with COVID-19 has been in the facility and communicate with staff 
and congregants about potential exposure while maintaining confidentiality as required by the Americans with 
Disabilities 
Act (ADA)  or other applicable laws and in accordance with religious practices. 

Advise those with exposure to a person diagnosed with COVID-19 to stay home and self-monitor for symptoms, and 
follow CDC guidance if symptoms develop. 

Close off areas used by the sick person and do not use the area until after cleaning and disinfection. Ensure safe and 
correct application of disinfectants and keep disinfectant products away from children. 

Advise staff and congregants with symptoms of COVID-19 or who have tested positive for COVID-19 not to return to the 
facility until they have met CDC’s criteria to discontinue home isolation. 

 
Maintain healthy operations 

Implement flexible sick leave and related flexible policies and practices for staff (e.g., allow work from home, if feasible), 
and provide requested reasonable accommodation absent undue hardship to individuals with disabilities under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)  or other applicable laws and in accordance with religious practices. 

Monitor absenteeism and create a roster of trained back-up staff. 

Designate a staff person to be responsible for responding to COVID-19 concerns. Staff, clergy, volunteers, and 
congregants should know who this person is and how to contact them if they become sick or are around others 
diagnosed with COVID-19. This person should also be aware of state or local regulatory agency policies related to group 
gatherings. 

As volunteers often perform important duties (e.g., greeters, ushers, childcare), consider similar monitoring, planning, 
and training for them. Consider that volunteer and staffing may need to increase to implement cleaning and safety 
protocols and to accommodate additional services with reduced attendance. 

Communicate clearly with staff and congregants about actions being taken to protect their health. 
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Signs and Messages 
Post signs in highly visible locations (e.g., entrances, restrooms, gathering halls/community rooms/gyms) that promote 
everyday protective measures  and describe how to stop the spread of germs (such as by properly washing 
hands and properly wearing a mask ). 

Include messages (for example, videos) about behaviors that prevent the spread of COVID-19 when communicating 
with staff and congregants (such as in emails and on community websites and social media accounts). 

Find freely available CDC print and digital resources on CDC’s communications resources main page. 
 
 

  Closing  
 

Check state and local  health department notices daily about transmission in the community and adjust operations. 
 

In the event a person diagnosed with COVID-19 is determined to have been in the building and poses a risk to the 
community, it is strongly suggested to dismiss attendees, then properly clean and disinfect the area and the building 
where the individual was present before resuming activities. 

 

Last Updated May 23, 2020 
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OF ANCIENT, FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

DOUGLAS VERNON JONES, GRAND MASTER 
4115 NINE MILE ROAD 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23223-4926 
OFFICE: 804-222-3110 

June 9, 2020 

Reopening Masonic Lodges in Virginia 

On June 5, 2020, Virginia entered the second phase of the “Virginia Forward” reopening 

plan (Executive Order 65).  Accordingly, effective July 1, 2020 (subject to adjustment), 

Lodges holden under the Grand Lodge of Virginia may resume their regularly scheduled 

stated communications. 

Until September 1, 2020 (subject to extension if necessary), the Worshipful Master has 

the prerogative to not hold a stated communication if he believes such action is in the best 

interest of preserving the health and safety of the members of the Lodge or if the Lodge 

is unable to abide by the protocols set forth herein.  Should the Worshipful Master choose 

to exercise this option, he must promptly communicate his decision to his District Deputy 

Grand Master (DDGM) who will, in turn, notify the Administrative Assistant to the 

Grand Master and the Grand Secretary.  By this action, I hereby set aside Section 2.09 

of the Virginia Methodical Digest; no further paperwork or dispensation is required. 

Until further notice, no called or stated communications for the purpose of conferring 

any of the Degrees in Freemasonry will be held in any Lodge holden under this Grand 

Lodge.  A plan regarding the conferral of the Degrees will be forthcoming. 

The Worshipful Master is responsible for reopening the Lodge in a manner that promotes 

healthy practices and adheres to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

guidelines.  This responsibility extends to all future Lodge gatherings beyond the initial 

reopening.  The Worshipful Master will inform the Brethren by the usual means (i.e., 

phone call, phone tree, email, trestle board, etc.) of the plan to reopen the Lodge or to 

dispense with the stated communication at least 48 hours prior to the stated date. 

The DDGMs will provide oversight and, when necessary, guidance to the Lodges in their 

respective district; thereby, ensuring the Lodge is reopened in a manner that promotes 

healthy practices and adherence to CDC guidelines.  While warmly welcoming members 

back, begin to prepare them now for the “new normal” that will be in place for the 

foreseeable future and encourage them to refrain from attending Lodge if they are not 

feeling well, and especially, if they are exhibiting COVIS-19 symptoms or if they have 

any related exposure whatsoever.
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Protocols for Reopening Virginia Masonic Lodges 

In compliance with the Phase II plan, social distancing with a minimum of 6 feet must be 

observed at all times and no more than 50 Master Masons, to include Lodge Officers, 

members and guests, may gather in the Lodge building at any given time or participate 

in a tiled communication. 

Prior to the first reopening meeting, the Lodge must be thoroughly cleaned.  If the Lodge 

budget will permit, professional cleaning services are recommended. 

Until advised otherwise, meals, snacks and beverages before or after Lodge 

communications will not be permitted. 

Necessary signage no smaller that letter size page (8.5” x 11”) must be placed in a 

prominent area of all Lodge entrances.  Signage must be posted warning members 

exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 or symptoms similar to refrain from entering the 

building.  Signage must also be posted with appropriate public health warnings regarding 

public gatherings.  Digital copies of the signs are included with this package. 

Seating in the Lodge room must be marked and restricted so as to promote social 

distancing of at least 6 feet, including in front of and behind seats for lodges with more 

than one aisle of seating.  In some Lodge rooms, the use of folding chairs may be 

necessary to offset seating restrictions. 

For your protection and the protection of those around you, masks are strongly 

encouraged for every member. 

Hand sanitizer must be readily available throughout the Lodge building.  Hand soap must 

be available in all restrooms and kitchen areas of the Lodge. 

Until advised otherwise, sign in sheets are not permitted.  The Secretary, or designee, 

should record attendance.  Get well and sympathy cards should not be passed around the 

Lodge room for signature.  The Fraternal Box of Assistance should not be passed around 

the Lodge room.  Instead, a basket, for example, may be placed on the Secretary’s or 

Treasurer’s desk. 

The Secretary and Treasurer will define protocols for safely transmitting routine 

communications, including cash, checks, deposit slips, and other communications.  Such 

protocol may include electronic transactions whenever possible. 

Both before and after communications or other gatherings, practice routine cleaning of 

high contact areas and hard surfaces.   To include (but not limited to):  the arms of seats; 

handrails; staffs and gavels; pedestals and desktops; square and compass on Bible (not 

the actual Bible of course); door knockers and doorknobs; AC control pads; bathroom 

surfaces and handles.
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The Grand Lecturer has prepared guidance on an alternative method for balloting and 
procedures for the apron and ballot box, which are included with this. 

It is important at this time for Worshipful Masters to plan Lodge communications that 
are not overly long.  This will help minimize exposure and help keep members 
comfortable while operating under very different conditions. 

Remember, the road back to normal will take some time.  Every Lodge is going to be a 
little different, so in applying these protocols, be flexible and use your best judgement.  
Common sense should rule the day. 

Use of the Building Outside Stated Communications 

With the aforementioned safety practices in force, the Lodge building may be used for 

practice of catechisms, degree work and working on proficiency for Warden’s 

certificates, lectures, etc.; however, in all cases, practice of the Ritual must forgo those 

steps requiring personal contact.  This activity can begin prior to the July 1, 2020, 

effective date for stated communications (small groups only, no formal classes). 

Additionally, the Lodge building may be used for Lodge Officer meetings and other 

Masonic activities deemed appropriate by the Worshipful Master provided the guidelines 

for safety are observed by all present.  This activity can begin prior to the July 1, 2020, 

effective date for stated communications (small groups only). 

Effective July 1, 2020, appendant bodies may resume their meetings in the Lodge 

building with no more than 50 members present and with the aforementioned safety 

practices in force to include no meals, snacks or beverages before or after their meetings. 

Until further notice, the Lodge may not hold fundraisers such as barbeques, pancake 

breakfasts, spaghetti dinners, or host other large public events.  Lodge picnics and things 

like Lady’s Night events are strongly discouraged at this time. 

Worshipful Masters are strongly encouraged to suspend all building rentals for the present 

time for two primary reasons:  1) controlling the group size and enforcing health 

standards; and 2) the level of cleaning and disinfecting required after an outside group 

occupies the building There may be, however, small groups who routinely rent the 

building for meetings so the Master’s discretion is key in determining whether or not the 

group will conduct themselves accordingly.  Lodge tenants must comply with the 

Governor’s Phase II and Phase III reopening guidelines. 

Sincerely and fraternally, 

Douglas V. Jones 

Grand Master 
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Stop the Spread of Germs

cdc.gov/coronavirus
316917C May 13, 2020 11:03 AM

Help prevent the spread of  
respiratory diseases like COVID-19.

Clean and disinfect 
frequently touched 

objects and surfaces.

Do not touch your   
eyes, nose, and mouth.

When in public, wear a 
cloth face covering over 
your nose and mouth.

6 ft

Stay at least 6 feet  
(about 2 arms’ length) 

from other people.

Cover your cough or sneeze with a 
tissue, then throw the tissue in the 

 trash and wash your hands.

Stay home when you are sick, 
except to get medical care.

Wash your hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds.
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http://cdc.gov/coronavirus


Public Health Warnings

No one with a fever or symptoms of COVID-19, or known 

exposure to a COVID-19 case(s) in the prior 14 days, is 

permitted to enter the Lodge building, per Phase II 

Reopening Guidelines and Centers for Disease Control 

Guidelines. 

Public gatherings are not without some risk at this time. 

All should exercise caution, particularly those who are 65 

years of age or older, or if you have underlying health 

conditions. 

Attachment 3



 

Mrs. Marianne R. Shenefelt 
Most Worthy Grand Matron 
Cheyenne, WY 82009 
Email: mshene8185@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

General Grand Chapter 
Order of the Eastern Star TM 

Established November 1876 
 

TO BE SHARED WITH OES MEMBERSHIP 
 

September 23, 2020 
 

My Sisters and Brothers, 

Attachment 4 
Andrea Stamp, PGM 

MWGM Personal Secretary 
Email: astamp@bresnan.net 

 

I want to thank you for your continuing efforts and dedication to our Order. We've made adjustments 
and done our best to take these new, perplexing times in stride. Now that some national and local 
governments have partially lifted Covid-19 restrictions and the WGMs and Deputies in these areas have 
given permission to return to in-person Chapter meetings, I would like to provide you with the following 
information. 

 
Masks. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) states: "Masks are recommended as a simple barrier to 
help prevent respiratory droplets from traveling into the air and onto other people when the person 
wearing the mask coughs, sneezes, talks, or raises their voice. This is called source control. This 
recommendation is based on what we know about the role respiratory droplets play in the spread of the 
virus that causes COVID-19, paired with emerging evidence from clinical and laboratory studies that 
shows masks reduce the spray of droplets when worn over the nose and mouth. COVID-19 spreads 
mainly among people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet), so the use of 
masks is particularly important in settings where people are close to each other or where social 
distancing is difficult to maintain." (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting- 
sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html) 

 
MWGM Instruction. It is my official instruction to the Grand Jurisdictions and Subordinate Chapters 
directly under the General Grand Chapter that face masks shall be worn in our Chapter Rooms to 
protect the health and safety of all members and visitors. This instruction shall be in effect until further 
notice. The virus does not care about all the hullaballoo about wearing a mask, it's just looking for a 
place to live and thrive. We're going to do our best not let it find its new home with an Eastern Star 
member! 

 
Initiation. In-person meetings may make it possible for the ceremony of Initiation to be held, which is 
acceptable. There is no abridged form of initiation. The candidate(s) must be given the full ceremony as 
prescribed in the Ritual. The candidate(s) must be informed that their initiation is a ceremony where 
some brief contact may occur and physical distancing is not always possible, and face masks will be worn 
by all involved. It is our responsibility as their future Sisters and Brothers to explain this to them, 
followed by giving them the option of not being initiated at this time. The candidate(s) shall be directly 

mailto:mshene8185@yahoo.com
mailto:astamp@bresnan.net
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-
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asked if they are comfortable being initiated under these circumstances. If their decision is "no," their 
decision shall be respected and their initiation scheduled for a later date. Additionally, if circumstances 
are such that there is any question whatsoever about the health and safety for all concerned, the 
ceremony of Initiation shall not be held. 

 
Thank you again for all you are doing in the best way possible to support your Sisters and Brothers and 

our Order. These unsettling times are a challenge for everyone. Maya Angelou said, "Hope and fear 
cannot occupy the same space. Invite one to stay." Sisters and Brothers, I am so proud to know we are 
inviting HOPE to stay. 

 

In friendship & love, 
 

Marianne R. Shenefelt 
Most Worthy Grand Matron 

 

copy:  Henry S. Martin, MWGP 
Alma Bane, RWGS 
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