
 

 

James Hunnewell Biography 

James Hunnewell was born in Charlestown, Massachusetts on February 10, 1794.  At the age of 15, he 

took his first sea voyage to the Mediterranean.  In October of 1816, Hunnewell took his first voyage with 

Captain Blanchard, then of the Bordeaux Packet.  This voyage would bring him to Hawaiʻi for the first 

time in early 1817.  On September 23, 1819, Hunnewell married Susannah Lamson.  On October 23, 

1819, he set sail as the first officer and supercargo of the brig Thaddeus, which also bore the Pioneer 

Company of ABCFM missionaries. 

Hunnewell formed long-term friendships with several of the missionaries onboard the Thaddeus. His 

biographer remarked that “the friendships then formed between these missionaries of the American 

Board and James Hunnewell were long continued and gave him great pleasure.”  He was also present at 

the first printing in ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi on January 7, 1822 and pulled the third sheet off the press after Aliʻi 

nui Keʻeaumoku and mission printer Elisha Loomis. Hunnewell spent several years off and on in 

Honolulu pursuing various business ventures, and in 1826 sailed the Missionary Packet from Boston for 

delivery to the missionary community in Honolulu. Hunnewell left Hawaiʻi for the last time on November 

20, 1830.   

Hunnewell continued to pursue active and successful businesses in Boston and was well-known for his 

charitable giving.  Throughout his life he continued to correspond with the ABCFM Missionaries in 

Honolulu and to find ways to support their work.  He was consulted and was instrumental in securing 

the first endowment for Punahou School, formed a notable collection of books about Hawaiʻi, and began 

work on a Hawaiian bibliography near the end of his life.  Upon his death on May 2, 1869, King 

Kamehameha V wrote to his son, James F. Hunnewell: “The name of the late James Hunnewell was early 

associated with the commercial interests of these Islands and his long and useful life was marked by 

such constant good-will to my kingdom, that I shall always cherish his memory with sincere regard. 



Although he was only removed in the fullness of time, I deeply sympathize with you in the loss of such a 

parent, but I congratulate you in the inheritance of such an honored name.”  

Today Captain James Hunnewell’s descendants and family continue to support the work of our historic 

site through the James Hunnewell Family Education Fund, and his great-great-grandson, James F. 

Hunnewell, Jr.,  is a member of the current Board of Trustees. 


