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The Modulator is published by the Mohawk Amateur Radio 
Club monthly. The Modulator is distributed via e-mail free of 
charge to members and friends of Amateur Radio.  Article 
and advertising submittal deadline is by noon two weeks 
before the monthly meeting. 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF: 
Editors: Paul Topolski, W1SEX w1sex@qrrl.net 
Web site: http://www.mohawk.org 
 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: 
Club Secretary: Jack Burgoyne, W1PFZ 
Annual Dues: Regular $25 
Family $30 
Fixed income $15 
Meetings: 4nd Monday, 7:00 P.M. 
 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
Mohawk Amateur Radio Club 
348 Ridge Rd 
Athol, MA 01331 
 

OFFICERS: 
President: Bill Leger, N1UZ n1uz@arrl.net 
Vice-president: Ken Burstall, WB8PKK, 
backhoeken@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Linda Kimmel, W1LMK, mrkkimmel7@aol.com 
Secretary: Jack Burgoyne, W1PFZ w1pfz@arrl.net 
Field Day Coordinator: Bill Leger, N1UZ n1uz@yahoo.com 

 
 
PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 
Hi Everyone, 
 

Jack, Ken and I met recently to discuss goals, plans, 
and activities for the upcoming year. The following is what 
came up out of our meeting.  
 
Membership: 

We look to continue to build on the strong start put 
forth since the beginning of the new Club Year.  In Septem-
ber we had 15 members attending, and 18 in October.  We 
look to continue this trend, actively seeking out and men-
toring new members.  We also look to rekindle the interest 
in the club by members gone absent by reaching out to 
come back.  We look to give members a good return on 
their investment of dues and time.  Towards that end: 

 Every month we will have a meeting with a speak-
er of interest from outside the club OR equivalent internal 
project.  We look to cover a wide array of topics, including 
but not limited to Antennas, Equipment Selection, Propa-
gation, Theory, Modes of Operation, QSLing, Filters, along 
with one other activity: a contest, a raffle, a party, a cook-
out, or yes, even a foxhunt! 

Included below is a road map of the next 9 months.  
Please understand this is a Work-In-Progress. 
 
November 2019 

 Regular meeting on the 25th of November, with 
guest speaker Mickey Westover W1LB (Off center 
fed dipoles) 

  
December 2019 

 Christmas party on the 9th at the Gardner Ale 
House AT 1830. A Uniden BTC15C scan-
ner raffled off at the party. Donated by Mark and 
Lynda Kimmel. Raffle tickets for this scanner will 
start selling during the November meeting and will 
end at the Christmas Party. 

 
This gathering will be in place of our regularly sched-
uled meeting for the month. 
 

 
January 2020 

 Meeting on January 27th.   
 Speaker will be Paul Toposki, Restoring 

Heathkits. 
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 Contest to be determined  
 
 
February 2020 

 Meeting on the 24th.   
 Presentation of MARC's Recently Complet-

ed Physical Inventory Project 
 Contest to be determined 

 
March 2020 

 Meeting on the 23rd.  Speaker to be booked 
 Contest to be determined 

 
April 2020 

 Meeting on the 27th       
 Spring Fling Cookout at Shirley's [weather per-

mitting] 
 
May 2020 

 Meeting on the 25th 
 Planning meeting for new & improved 2020 Relay 

for Life event ( Captain needed ) 
 Formulate 2020 Field Day Team 

 
June 2020 

 Meeting on 22nd 
 Contest: 2020 Relay for Life on June 12 & 13th  
 Contest: 2020 Field Day on 27th and 28th 

 
July 2020 

 Summer break.  
 
August 2020 

 Meeting on 24th  Cookout [TBD}  
 Review of Field Day and Relay for Live 
 Nominations for Club Officer Positions 
 Club Elections 

  
Bill Leger...N1UZ 
N1UZ@ARRL.NET 
978-502-8067 
 
 
EDITOR’S CORNER 
 
Hi everyone, 
 

Sorry for the October issue of the Modulator or 
more accurately the lack thereof.  It’s been a lot busier 

month than I expected with unplanned commitments as 
well as doctor appointments.  None-the-less, I’m back on 
track.  I have had NO input from the membership this 
month so this issue will be quite short.  Remember, this is 
your newsletter and your editorials, stories, and activity 
reports are very welcome here.  You can e-mail your con-
tributions to w1sex@arrl.net  

 
GETTING MUGGED 

 
I had the opportunity to speak at the Westford Po-

lice Amateur Radio Team in Westford, MA.  I spoke about 
oscilloscopes to a crow of thirty members.  After the talk 
the club presented me with a token of appreciation, a club 
coffee mug.  That reminded me about the MARC 10th anni-
versary mug back in 1995.  This year, 2020, will be the 
club’s 35th anniversary so I thought way not do it again.  I 
did so quick internet searches and found a vendor that can 
do a mug with our logo.  This might be a nice fund raiser 
with the pricing list below for a quantity of 72 cups. 
 

Cup 
Color 

Print 
Color 

Cost 1 
side 

Cost 2 
sides 

Sale $5 Sale $6 

Maroon White 3.18 3.68 131.04 167.04 

White Maroon 2.57 3.06 174.96 139.68 

 
Depending on the color and printing on one or both 

sides, the club can make between $131 and $175 on a cost 
of $185 and $265.   If this sounds interesting bring it up at 
a club meeting. 

 

 
Coffee mugs from (L-R) Westford Police Amateur Radio Team, Mohawk 
ARC, Central Mass Amateur Radio Association, Amateur Radio Associa-
tion of the Tonawandas (yellow and white), and the ARRL. 
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MEMBERS CORNER 
 
de W1SEX 
 
 I had the opportunity to speak at the Westford Po-
lice Amateur Radio Team club this week.  I spoke about 
oscilloscopes and the program was well received and pre-
sented in a format that beginners could understand.  This 
was not an in-depth technical discussion but rather an in-
troduction to oscilloscopes with the emphasis on scope 
technology, architecture, and uses. 
 

 
Photo courtesy of Terry Strader, KB1KYW 
 
 Last May at NEAR-Fest I managed to get out with-
out spending a whole lot of money.  As a matter of fact, I 
spent more on meals and admission than of equipment.  Of 
course that was until I spotted a beautiful Heathkit SB-
104A station.  In my discussion with the seller of the sta-
tion I kept reminding myself that I did NOT need another 
Heathkit, let alone another HF rig or the six accessories 
that came with the 104.  I was quite proud of myself as I 
walked away with my money still in hand and hopefully 
and a story my Janet, my XYL would appreciate.  On the 
long drive home I became very conflicted, proud that I had 
the self control not to buy the SB-104A and kicking myself 
as a station like that is rare and the price was really good.  
Oh, did I mention the station came with two SB-104s?  
Arghhh! 

 I did attend the NEAR-Fest in October and once 
again as I was on my way out after spending only a few 
dollars for some project parts, I saw the same guy, in the 
exact same location, selling the exact same SB-104A sta-
tion, at an even better price.  I did stop and chat with the 
fellow while admiring the station.  I very much regretted 
not buying the station in May but once again I expounded 
upon the fact that I really should not and cannot bring 
home the station, all the while ripping bills off my ham ra-
dio money stash. 
 

 
Heathkit SB-104A Station including a spare 104 parts radio, SB-
604/1144A speaker and power supply, SB-644A Remote VFO, SB-614 
station monitor.  Not shown are the SB-104-1 Noise Blanker, SB-104-2 
Mobile Mounting Bracket, and the optional 400 Hz CW filter. 

 
 The station is up and running and really works 
great.  Some like to rate used equipment on a 1-10 scale 
but I don’t think that applies here.  I would rate these as 
museum quality.  I also recently acquired a Heathkit GC-1a 
Mohican general coverage receiver and it has some pretty 
severe problems.  It just goes to show you, sometimes you 
make out, and sometimes you don’t. 
 
 
N1WW – CQWW DX Phone Contest 
 
The contest we operated last month was a riot and all the 
operators had a blast.  The logs have been given to N1UZ 
for upload but the N1MM results are; 
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Tom, AB1GF operating the CQWW DX Phone contest.  Using about 900 
Watts PEP and a Yagi helps making contacts easy.  This was a great op-
portunity to try your hand at contesting in a no-pressure educational 
setting. 
 

Once again, the main purpose of this club event 
was to provide a no pressure educational experience for 
members who have not contested before.  However, if you 
were experienced, this was a perfect opportunity to best 
your own personal score. 
 During the forty eight hour contest we made 282 
QSOs for 821 points working 35 CQ Zones, and 112 differ-
ent countries.  N1WW made DXCC in one weekend!  Our 
claimed total score was 120,687.  We’ll see how our score 
stacks up after they are submitted. 
 If you are interested, I has a video on YouTube ex-
plaining the purpose of the event.  You can find it at: 
 
https://youtu.be/i6pCNdBzE3w 
 
73, 
 
Paul, W1SEX 
 
 
An Important Message from Ray, KB1LRR – ARRL 
Western Mass Section Manager 
 
TITLE: MA Distracted Driving Bill, Call to Action 
Text: 
Based on information we have recently received, it may be 
time to contact your State Representatives concerning the 
MA Distracted Driving Bill.  Over the weekend, Ray, 
KB1LRL and Tom, K1TW posted on both the WMA and 
EMA websites the following news item: 
 
https://wma.arrl.org/ 

https://ema.arrl.org/2019/11/16/ma-lawmakers-
announce-surprise-agreement-on-distracted-driving-
legislation/ 
 
Concerns are being raised across the section's asking what 
the impact this bill has on amateur radio in the state.  Since 
the hands-free bills were first filed, Eastern Massachusetts 
ARRL State Government Liaison, Hank W4RIG, has been 
closely coordinating with Senator Bruce Tarr, who is the 
Massachusetts Senate Minority Leader and a radio ama-
teur.  
Previously the Senator’s office reported to Hank that Ama-
teur Radio operation would not be impacted by earlier 
versions of the bill.  
With the hands-free bill finally clearing committee on the 
weekend and ready for a vote, I asked Hank to contact the 
Senators office once again.  Hank reports he has been in 
touch with the staff at Senator Tarr’s office and with these 
most recent changes they can no longer confirm there will 
be no impact on amateur radio mobile operation. 
My understanding is the problem results from the substi-
tution in the final text from committee of “mobile electron-
ic device” in place of “mobile telephone”. In the original 
wording, the definition of a mobile telephone in Massachu-
setts General Law specifically excludes amateur radios and 
citizen band radios.  The definition in Massachusetts Gen-
eral Law of “mobile electronic device” does not contain any 
exclusion for amateur radios and citizen band radios.  
Senator Tarr’s office said they are trying to correct this. 
This may be an appropriate time to contact your Massa-
chusetts Representative and Senator politely asking them 
to incorporate the same words to exclude amateur radio 
from the revised bill as was previously contained in the 
definition of mobile telephone. 
This website will help you find contact information for 
your State Legislators if you do not already have it:  
 
https://malegislature.gov/search/findmylegislator 
 
73, 
Ray Lajoie, KB1LRL SM WMA 
Tom Walsh K1TW SM EMA 
 
------------------------------------------------ 
ARRL Western Massachusetts Section 
Section Manager: Raymond P Lajoie, KB1LRL 
kb1lrl@arrl.org 
------------------------------------------------ 
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