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Next MARC Meeting 
Tuesday, May 26, 2020 at 19:00 

We will meet in a Zoom Room.  Please watch 
your e-mail for and invitation. 
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The Mohawk Amateur Radio Club monthly publishes the 
Modulator. We distribute The Modulator via e-mail free of 
charge to members and friends of Amateur Radio.  Article 
and advertising submittal deadline is by noon two weeks 
before the monthly meeting. 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF: 
Editors: Paul Topolski, W1SEX w1sex@qrrl.net 
Web site: http://www.mohawk.org 
 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: 
Club Secretary: Jack Burgoyne, W1PFZ 
Annual Dues: Regular $25 
Family $30 
Fixed income $15 
Meetings: 4th Monday, 7:00 P.M. 
 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
Mohawk Amateur Radio Club 
348 Ridge Rd 
Athol, MA 01331 
 

OFFICERS: 
President: Bill Leger, N1UZ n1uz@arrl.net 
Vice-president: Ken Burstall, WB8PKK, 
backhoeken@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Linda Kimmel, W1LMK, mrkkimmel7@aol.com 
Secretary: Jack Burgoyne, W1PFZ w1pfz@arrl.net 
Field Day Coordinator:  

 
 
Hi Everyone, 
 

As I write this (May 11) we are still in panic mode, 
most people are out of work, school, etc. Massachusetts 
seems to be one of the last states to lift restrictions, be-
cause of this we will more than likely be doing another 
Zoom meeting this month.   That’s not a bad thing, 20 peo-
ple were login to watch a presentation by Greg Algeri 
WA1JXR. As usual Greg did a great job explaining how the 
NanoVNA works. 

The May 26th meeting will be about planning our 
Field Day and we will also have a short presentation by 
Paul, W1SEX. 

This is a good time to do some ham projects 
around the house since we can’t go anywhere. I’m putting 
up a 160-meter loop about 50 feet up in the trees and re-
placing the rotor on the Hex Beam. The old rotor works 
most of the time but not all the time. 

I hope to see you all on Zoom on May 26th or in 
person at the EOC. 

 
 July 2020  

o Summer break.  
 August 2020  

o Meeting on 24th Cookout [TBD}  
o Review of Field Day and Relay for Life 

events  
o Nominations for Club Officer Positions  
o Club Elections  

 
73, 
Bill Leger, N1UZ 
N1UZ@ARRL.NET 978-502-8067  
 
de W1SEX 
 
 I’m not sure about anyone else but our first and 
hopefully infrequent meeting on Zoom last month worked 
out very well.  Many thanks to Ken, WB8PKK for the use of 
his Zoom subscription will allow us to have as many at-
tendees we need and for unlimited length. 
 Our May meeting on Tuesday, May 26, will also be 
on Zoom and I’ll be presenting an interactive demonstra-

tion and talk on the antenna transmatch, more commonly 
known as antenna tuners. 
 Most transceivers today have built-in tuners by 
most will only be able to handle an SWR up to 3:1.  Often 
these tuners just aren’t wide enough to handle all bands on 
a given antenna.  For those of us with small lots we can’t 
have a large number of antennae and a tuner will allow us 
to do more with less.  For me, I like ham radio on a limited 
budget and I find the challenge of good performance for 
the least amount of dollars leads to the limitation of older 
generation rigs.  Using external, manual tuners is a must 
when operating on a budget. 
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 Please join me for this discussion at the Zoom 
meeting on May 26. 
 
2020 ARRL Field Day 
 
 It looks like the ARRL Field Day is going to look 
very different this year.  Operations around the area by 
most clubs have been canceled and hams are encouraged 
to work the event from home, or on portable with proper 
isolation.   
 FD will be the main discussion during the Zoom 
meeting on the 26th. 
 
Section Manager Report May 2020 
 
Hi, fellow hams, 
 

The saga continues, sadly, and they are still saying 
we are still not even nearly out of the woods. I truly hope 
everyone out there is safe, sane, and well. 

I am currently in PA undergoing my training and I 
have been monitoring the situation and keeping up to date 
as far as ARES goes. SEC Bob K1YO has been using his time 
to build up the staffing and getting the communications 
system worked on and soon will get some training started, 
especially with Winlink and other digital modes. The pro-
gress for an active ARES service here in WMA has been 
phenomenal. Bob has also been getting the staff together 
via Zoom for any status updates and I have been present at 
these meetings. Thankfully there has been nothing major 
and we are just in a monitor state. 

We just launched our new Net Listings on the web-
site. This was put together by John Nitzke, KF1KI whom I 
truly thankful for the effort. I took the information that 
those of you sent to me and updated the list so it will be a 
fairly active and accurate listing. The EMA section will get 
a copy to post as well. EMA has one in a Google Calen-
dar on their website. The plan is both sections will have a 
pretty good list of nets. 
Now here’s the challenge…… 

Anyone who wishes to access one, more, or all of 
the nets, HF or on repeaters, get on and check-in.   Location 
and propagation will play a factor. If you go to a scheduled 
net o the list and not hear anything, try again at another 
time, and once more. If after three times you hear nothing, 
report it to whomever, (me for this section) I will do my 
best to verify and if it does not exist, I will remove it. That 
way you can stretch your radio’s legs a bit and see how 
your station is performing. If you have a net you go to reg-
ularly and it’s not on the list send it to me to put in or if 

you can edit it in Word you can do it but keep it in the 
same format please. If there is great participation, we 
should have more net activity and a nice active listing to go 
to. 

That should do it, for now, Thanks to all who are 
doing their part in keeping the situation as safe and tolera-
ble as possible. Especially those on the front lines who are 
facing it head-on! 
 
Most 73 to you all! 
Ray, KB1LRL 
 
COVID-19 and the Modulator 
 
 With the world responding to the Wuhan Flu and 
the shutdown, many hams are out of work however, as the 
Gardner Emergency Manager, I’m back to almost full-time 
work.  As such, I don’t have many stories to contribute to 
the newsletter this month with only a couple of pages. 
 So what about you?  What have you been doing and 
do you have any adventures you would like to share with 
the group?  Please let me know what you have been up to.  
Feel free to write up an article or call me for an interview. 
 
 
From The Archives 
 

 
Don  Carlton, W3DEC and MACR member Dave Jenkins, 
N1MXV in the radio room at the old Gardner EOC.  The 
Gardner OEM had just received permission to the old 
South Gardner Station No.1 fire station a month before 
Field Day 2006.  The club operated 2F for the first time. 
 
 

https://wma.arrl.org/section-emergency-coordinator-bob-meneguzzo-k1yo.html
https://www.winlink.org/
https://zoom.us/
https://wma.arrl.org/wma-ham-net-listing-published.html
https://ema.arrl.org/eastern-ma-nets/
https://ema.arrl.org/eastern-ma-nets/
https://wma.arrl.org/section-manager-ray-lajoie-kb1lrl.html

