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Hi Everyone, 
 

Lot of things are going on with the Mohawk ARC. On Sat-
urday February 11, the club hosted a youth event at the Ma-
sons Lodge in Gardner.  Seventeen people young and old 
came to the event to get a taste of Ham Radio.  Eight differ-
ent tables were setup showing repeater operation, remote 
access, HF and DMR. Eleven of the people attending indi-
cated that they would be willing to take the “TECH IN A 
DAY” course. 

Ken Burstall did a great presentation on launching a 
high altitude balloon and the possibility of making a contact 
with the International Space Station (ISS). The Mohawk ARC 
already has a tentative date of May 18 2021 for a scheduled 
school contact.  We have lots of work to do before this date 
including two practice runs and the successful launching of 
a balloon. 

Join us in the Zoom meeting room on Monday April 27 
to learn more about this event and the future project. 

Here we are in the middle of April and the whole world 
is upside down.  Yes, we will be having an April meeting. We 
will be using the “Zoom” virtual meeting application.  On 
Monday April 13, we tested “Zoom” in a meeting environ-
ment and it worked perfectly. Zoom is very easy to use. 
Download the application to your phone, tablet or computer 
before the meeting.  Ken Burstall, WB8PKK will be sending 
out a link to follow just before the meeting.  Once you get 
the link, the application will take you right to the meeting.  
We will have Greg Algeri, WA1JXR speaking from his shack 
in Lancaster. 

For all of our club members and friends of the club who 
can no longer drive at night or confined to their homes, this 
would be a great time to show your support your club. 
Watch your e-mail inbox and join our April 2020 Meeting on 
the 27th. 

 
 May 2020  

o Meeting on the 18th (5/25 is Memorial Day) 
o Planning meeting for new & improved 2020 Relay 

for Life event (Captain needed )  
o Formulate 2020 Field Day Team June 2020 
o Meeting on the 22nd  

o Contest: 2020 Relay for Life on June 12 & 
13th  

o Contest: 2020 Field Day on 27th and 28th 
 

 July 2020  
o Summer break.  

 August 2020  
o Meeting on 24th Cookout [TBD}  
o Review of Field Day and Relay for Life 

events  
o Nominations for Club Officer Positions  
o Club Elections  

Next MARC Meeting 
Monday, April 27, 2020 at 19:00 

We will meet in a Zoom Room.  Please watch 
your e-mail for and invitation. 
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73, 
Bill Leger, N1UZ 
N1UZ@ARRL.NET 978-502-8067  
 
Wuhan Flu Virus Increases Amateur Radio Activity 
 
 Anecdotal evidence seems to show an increase in 
amateur radio on-air activity by licensed operators now 
stuck in “lockdown.”  The amount of on-air activity heard 
throughout the amateur radio frequency bands, from just 
above the AM broadcast band through the microwaves is in-
creasing. 
 Amateur Radio Operators, or hams as they often call 
themselves, licensed by the Federal Communications Com-
mission, use the radio spectrum to communicate, educate, 
and experiment in the radio art and electronics.  Addition-
ally, hams often provide emergency and public service com-
munications resources for public safety agencies during 
times of disaster or emergency as well as public service 
communications for non-profit organizations.   

It appears that being stuck at home and having extra 
time on their hands, ham radio operators are coming back 
to on-air activity and spending more time chatting with 
family, friends, and strangers around the world.  Often 
called the original “social media network,” hams use their 
radios to communicate with their voice or digital modes us-
ing a computer.  Additionally, Morse code, the original digi-
tal mode used by some hams is most often sent by hand and 
received by ear thus a computer is not needed. 
 

 
Paul Topolski, amateur radio operator call sign W1SEX, at home operat-
ing his vintage, 1978 Heathkit station.  Assisting is his operating partner 
Annie the “Heathkitty.”  Paul is also the City of Gardner Emergency Man-
agement Director.  Many volunteer hams assist the agency. 

 
Depending on the technique and frequency band 

used, hams are able to communicate not just locally but 
around the world.  The lower frequency bands allow radio 
wave reflection around the world and no infrastructure 
other than a radio and back yard antenna are required to 
make successful contacts.  On higher frequencies, hams use 
remote repeater stations, just like police and fire depart-
ments use, to communicate over a larger area when mobile 
or handheld radios are used.  Hams install repeaters in tall 
buildings, at tower sites, or on high hills and mountains that 
help make clean and reliable communications over ex-
tended geography.  Many of these repeater sites intercon-
nected via radio or very often over the internet.  Internet 
connected systems are capable of worldwide communica-
tions.   For example, through a local repeater, a ham opera-
tor during his or her lunch break can “dial-up” a repeater in 
London, England and have a conversation with a friend on 
their homeward bound commute. 

Amateur Radio Operators are a social, curious and 
adventurous group of people.  Ham operators have a ten-
dency to be early adopters of technology.  The shock wave 
that went through the United States in October 1957 when 
the Soviet Union successfully deployed Sputnik I into orbit 
made us realize we were behind in the space race and it 
took a while to catch up.  As the country woke up and shifted 
educational priorities to science, technology, engineering, 
and math, hams were already ahead of the curve.  Since 
1953, hams have used the surface of the moon to reflect ra-
dio waves back to earth for two-way communications.  The 
military started using EME or Earth-Moon-Earth communi-
cations in 1947 but hams now exclusively use the method. 

On July 10, 1962, the Telstar 1 communications sat-
ellite successfully relayed television, telephone and teletype 
communications from orbit for the first time.  However, on 
December 12, 1961, a full seven months before Telstar I, 
hams launched a satellite called OSCAR I, an Orbiting Satel-
lite Carrying Amateur Radio.  Even today, there are many 
OSCARs in orbit and used by hams daily. 

From the earliest days of radio, hams have made 
major contributions to radio and electronics.  Even today, 
ham radio operators are some of the brightest scientists and 
engineers and even include Nobel Lauriat.  Amongst the 
most notable contributors today, Joe Taylor, Amateur call 
sign K1JT, of Princeton University, whom has and continues 
to develop new digital communications techniques that can 
hear and decode signals buried in the noise. 

While ham radio on-air activity around the world in-
creases, hams in Worcester County are also keeping busy 
and having fun with the hobby.  Ham radio nets, short for 

mailto:N1UZ@ARRL.NET
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networks, are seeing a jump in participation.  Ham nets op-
erate on many of the local repeater systems as well as using 
direct communications over the short wave bands for 
worldwide communications.  Being the original social me-
dia platform, Worcester county hams are reaching out to 
fellow operators via the nets just to stay in touch, strike up 
a good conversation, pass along technical information and 
support, play a game of chess or trivia over the air or, just 
like fishing, tell tall tales of the DX or long distant station 
that got away. 

The FCC licenses Amateur Radio Service FCC and 
you need to obtain one in order to transmit on the amateur 
radio frequency bands.  So what is involved in obtaining an 
amateur radio license?  Well, not much really, a little study 
of the FCC rules, regulations and operating procedures,  a 
little study of electronics (with a tiny bit of math, if you can 
add, subtract, multiply, and divide with a calculator, you’re 
all set), and most importantly, some study of electrical 
safety so you don’t get hurt or damage your equipment. 

The cost of getting into the hobby is surprising low 
with new hand-held radios in the $50 range, new higher 
power mobile radios for less than $200 and new shortwave 
radios starting in the $700 range.  There is also ample used 
equipment on the market as well.  Additionally, just like 
classic cars, a significant number of hams enjoy collecting, 
restoring and using older classic and antique radio equip-
ment (at far less cost classic cars). 

If this article has sparked and interest, no pun in-
tended, then you can find out more from the national organ-
ization for amateur radio operators, the American Radio Re-
lay League at www.arrl.org.  The ARRL site has links where 
you can find hams and radio clubs in your area that can an-
swer questions and provide support. 

 

 
Ham radio operators are proud to serve the community.  Here, ham radio 
equipment installed at the City of Gardner Emergency Operations Center 
and sits alongside the Public safety radio operating position. 

Mohawk ARC Sponsors Youth Day 

MARC Youth Forum 
 
On Saturday, February 11, the Mohawk Amateur Radio Club 
sponsored a youth forum to introduce area youngsters and 
adults to the ham radio hobby.  Organizer, Ken Burstall, 
WB8PKK held the event at the Gardner Masons Hall on Cen-
tral Street. 
 

 
Ken Burstall, WB1PKK the event organizer for the Mohawk Amateur Ra-
dio Club assisting a student fill out his log after making contacts on 2 me-
ters over the Paxton 146.97 Repeater. 

 
The club had thirteen youths and seven adults at-

tend the forum with eleven individuals expressed strong in-
terest in pursuing an amateur radio license.  Members of the 
Nashua Valley Amateur Radio Club have agreed to host a 
Tech-In-a-Day class to get the perspective hams licensed. 

The forum consisted of two parts, a short fifteen mi-
nute presentation showing what the hobby is about along 
with the requirements of licensing.  The second part con-
sisted of numerous demonstration stations where perspec-
tive hams could experience making contacts on 2 meters 
through the Paxton repeater, making contacts on HF using 
digital modes and then with SSB phone on a remotely con-
trolled station in Westminster via a laptop computer using 
voice over internet technology.  The final station partici-
pants learned about the costs involved in getting started in 
the hobby as well as a display of QSL cards that area hams 
have received from around the world. 

As soon as the Wuhan Flu bug gets under control ef-
forts will again begin to get the licensing class going.  We are 

http://www.arrl.org/
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looking forward to hearing many new hams on the repeat-
ers soon. 
 

 
Paul Topolski, W1SEX explaining to Sean Walsh who is a student at the 
Montachusett Regional Vocational Technical High School how to access 
repeater sites and other ham operators via the EchoLink application on 
an iPhone. 

 
 
Net, Nets, and More Nets de W1SEX 
 

As mentioned above there has been an increase in 
ham radio on-air activity with plenty of domestic and DX HF 
QSOs made.  VHF net participation has also increased.  With 
that, it is time to bring back a long dormant net here in Gard-
ner.  The Western Mass Emergency Net on Tuesday eve-
nings used to meet and garner a large cadre of hams each 
night.  I sent an e-mail a couple of weeks ago asking if any-
one would like to start that net again and the response was 
favorable including some volunteers as net control. 
 With that, I plan to start the net again this Wednes-
day at 19:00 hour’s local time.  This will be a directed net 
with general check-ins, roundtable, and a trivia question. 
 I hope to see your signal on the Gardner and Fitch-
burg repeaters Wednesday. 
 
Paul, W1SEX 
 
 

 
 
 

Section Manager’s Reports for March and April 
 
March 
 

Hello Western Mass.  I am sure by now we are start-
ing to come out of hibernation and thinking warm thoughts 
that is what I hope to be a warm, sunny season coming up. 
First, join me in welcoming Peter Mattice, KD2JKV to a new 
position as Assistant Section Manager.  Peter is currently 
one of the WMA Assistant Section Traffic Managers and will 
continue with that role as well.  Peter will be concentrating 
on the northwest corner and Berkshire County that I find to 
be a challenge to get out there.  He also does a radio show 
and podcast dedicated to ham radio called “Ham On!” which 
is broadcasted on WTBR in Pittsfield every Wednesday at 
9:00 AM.  I was a recent guest on his show and had fun with 
it!  Welcome Peter! 

Hamfest’s are warming up! I was at the Marlboro 
hamfest and as usual was a great time. My next one is at Mt. 
Tom hamfest for Saturday, March 7. With that will also be 
representatives for ARES and RACES for our section so stop 
by and say howdy! 

On a personal note, a number of members are aware 
of my career change to a commercial truck driver. As of Jan 
15, I did receive my Class A driver’s license and have been 
looking for a position. The vast majority of local companies 
failed to respond to my applications except one. I will be 
driving over the road that will keep me out of state quite a 
bit. This will limit my appearances somewhat for a while 
and my intent is to keep an open line of communication. 
With any luck, I can still attend field day and Boxboro. (Oh, 
wait, HamExposition!) I need to see how things are with 
time. There is some great momentum going on and want to 
see it blossom. 

For those who are not aware, Grant, KC1KCE has set 
up a Facebook account for our section. All are welcome to 
post club and public service events and other information 
as well. Facebook links to this website so when items like 
my report goes up it populates to Facebook. This is to ex-
pand our information pipeline to get news and events out 
more. Thanks, Grant, for the stellar effort! 

As you know, our Section has initiated a Mentoring 
program that ran into a little snag in the brochure we intro-
duced.  The revised and approved brochure are is the web-
site for all to download and modify as needed for your club 
or event. I would love to get some feedback as to what you 
modified and if this has a positive impact on the new ham. 
 Our resident Near-Fest creator, Mr. Mike W1RC 
came up with an idea where he created an email and with 
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some of our members help, emailed 99.9% of the states po-
lice departments to educate them on ham radio exemption 
to give them clarity and to ensure with the distracted driv-
ing law that is now in effect. A number of departments re-
plied with appreciation that they received the information. 
Keep in mind, if you cited take ticket and bring the state leg-
islature information to the court.  I do not anticipate a prob-
lem, but just in case. Thanks to all who assisted in the effort 
in getting the word out. 

Boy, I had a mouthful to report this month! Please 
keep spreading the word according to Amateur Radio! 
Thank you all for a wonderful month. 
 
73, 
Ray, KB1LRL 
 
 
April 
 

Hi everyone. What a difference a month makes. Last 
month we were looking forward to meetings, hamfests, 
baseball, etc. Now the new sport that is popular is toilet pa-
per searches and keeping the kids occupied.  This has be-
come a sobering experience for many people. This also 
brings a new respect for those into making (makers) and 
preppers. We as hams share similar interests as we are al-
ways working on our gear so it will work under bad condi-
tions and situations. Locked down, I am sure new ham pro-
jects are starting and old ones completed. 

With the situation in place, clubs have had to cancel 
events and meetings. Members have been coming up with 
ways to stay active within the group. I have seen some new 
nets springing up and there is some online activity as well. 
There is a WMA page on Facebook where clubs can share 
information and ideas. The site is secure so no junk will get 
in. Of course, any articles of interest to all can go to Gil, 
WK1H, and Grant, KC1KCE, our new PIO, or myself. With 
that, The League as you know is all working from home and 
available by email. There have been questions regarding 
exam sessions that people have been preparing for. They 
are looking at this as well as other things.  There is chatter, 
although nothing confirmed that the Extra class question 
pool be extended to cover those that were studying before 
the June 30 cutoff. I will keep you posted. 

Some of you know of my latest act of insanity where 
I retired from my job, went to school, and got my CDL. 
March 30 I will be out of state going to orientation and train-
ing with Schneider. When I am done, I will be going over the 
road in 37 states.  This was a little premature but none of 
the local companies would hire unless you have experience, 

despite the huge demand. I will, the best I can, continue to 
keep up to date, attend online meetings answer emails and 
calls, etc. We have good forward momentum going and I 
want to keep it going. 

As I have mentioned in the past, I have always en-
couraged the advancement of Ham Radio in some form. 
Whether it is learning a new mode, taking lessons on EM-
COMM, building antennas, etc.  If you have kids or grand-
kids, this is an excellent opportunity to “home school” them 
in science, or if you are good, math. This hobby richly pro-
motes STEM, what a great opportunity while at home!  
While I am away and, on my downtime, I do plan on busting 
out the Morse code CDs and learning code…again! Let us see 
where that gets me. 

I hope everyone stays safe and healthy. With any 
luck, we will be out of this and we get back to normal with 
the exception that we ALL, hams or not, have learned from 
this experience. 
 
Thank you all and 73! 
 
Ray, KB1LRL 

 
 
NEAR-Fest May 2020 Canceled 
 

The big question for the last several weeks is NEAR-
Fest XXVII canceled. The answer sadly now is yes. 
  On March 26 the NH Governor issued Emergency 
Order 17 which is a “stay-at-home” advisory in effect from 
Friday, March 27 through Monday May 4 2020. This Order 
cancels all gatherings over 10 persons during that time. This 
obviously includes us. 
  Henceforth NEAR-Fest XXVII is the “one that didn’t 
happen”. With that decided, we need to determine what the 
financial impact of this will be. Hard must make hard deci-
sions.  Going forward I will be in touch to let you know what 
we will doing. 
  In the meantime, we all need to keep our families 
and ourselves safe and healthy throughout these unprece-
dented and challenging times. This means as much isolation 
as possible. Nevertheless, amateur radio is the original “so-
cial distancing” so stay home and play radio. 
  The NEAR-Fest staff and management thank you for 
all your support for the past 14 years and we look forward 
to serving the amateur radio community for years to come. 
  
73, 
Mister Mike, W1RC Benevolent Dictator 
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Gardner EOC Nears Completion 
 

Most of you have been to the new Gardner EOC 
where we hold our meetings.  As you know there is also a 
radio room associated with the classroom, or operations 
room when the EOC during activation. 

Just before the Wuhan Flu lockdown, Gardner Emer-
gency Management received ten new laptop computers to 
replace the underpowered and outdated computers we al-
ready had.  Additionally, we are now part of the police de-
partment’s phone system and have twelve new digital 
phone station sets in the EOC.  There are four phones in the 
radio room plus the fax machine, seven in the operations 
room and one in my office.   We now have enough commu-
nications horsepower between the radios and phones to 
handle most any activation.  We will have a training session 
as soon as the flu subsides. 

Additionally, I hope to schedule the installation of 
the radio tower soon as well.  Watch for future announce-
ments in your email box. 
 
73, 
 
Paul, W1SEX 
Gardner EMD 

 
 
From The Archives, and Other Photo Fillers 
 
Gardner EOC Photos 
 

 
Panoramic view of the operations room. 
 

 
Radio Room 

 
Typical Ops Room Workstation 
 

 
Operations Room 
 

 
Radio Room Workstation 1 with color LASER all-in-one machine. 
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Radio Room Workstation 2 
 

 
Radio Room Workstation 3. 
 

 
Panoramic view of the radio room. 
 

 

 
Viet Nam Veterans Charity Ride.  The 1977 Honda Goldwing will have ad-
ditional technology this year. 

 
Annie the Heathkitty 
 

 
Thirsty anyone? 


