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The 

Next MARC Meeting 
Monday, January 28, 2019 at 19:00 

Gardner Police Station, 200 Main Street 
Guest Speaker: W1SEX on: 

“Procuring Parts for Home Brew Projects” 
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The Modulator is published by the Mohawk Ama-
teur Radio Club monthly. The Modulator is dis-
tributed via e-mail free of charge to members and 
friends of Amateur Radio.  Article and advertising 
submittal deadline is by noon two weeks before 
the monthly meeting. 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF: 
Editors:  
Web site: http://www.mohawk.org 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: 

Club Secretary: Linda Kimmel 
Annual Dues: Regular $25 
Family $30 
Fixed income $15 
Meetings: 4nd Wednesday, 7:30pm 
 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
Mohawk Amateur Radio Club 
348 Ridge Rd 
Athol, MA 01331 
 

OFFICERS: 
President: Paul Topolski, W1SEX, w1sex@arrl.net 
Vice-president: Ken Burstall, KC1ICN, 
backhoeken@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Linda Kimmel, W1LMK, 
mrkkimmel7@aol.com 
Secretary: Open 
 

 

 

QST de Paul Topolski, W1SEX, President 

Hi everyone, I hope your holiday season was 
healthy and happy.  We had a nice relaxing season at the 
W1SEX QTH with my daughters and son home for Christ-
mas and just Janet and I for the New Year celebration. 

On November 30, 2018 at 13:40 Hours EST I 
walked out of the Shirley Police Department for the last 
time and into my new life as a retiree.  I wish it was a hap-
pier occasion but sometimes municipalities can be short 
sighted and make decisions that immediately hurt their 
employees and in the medium and long terms are devas-
tating to their communities.  Well, such is life and the best I 
can hope for is to sit back and watch all my “told-ya-so” 
consequences come to fruition. 

In the mean time I now have a lot more time to 
concentrate on brining the Gardner Office of Emergency 
Management back up to full strength and spending much 
more time pursuing my amateur radio interests.  That in-
cludes club activities and trying my best to keep the mem-
bership informed about what is happening.  I hope this at-
tempt to revive the newsletter meets with your approval 
and our members submit news and information content 
for future issues. 
 

73, 
Paul A. Topolski, W1SEX 
Mohawk ARC, President 
ARRL Western Mass. Tech Specialist 
153 Logan Street 
Gardner, MA 01440 
H: 978-632-9432 
M: 978-697-5531 
w1sex@arrl.net 
 

On Deck, January Meeting 
 Our planned speaker for January is not able to 
make the meeting and will be re-scheduled for a future 
date.  In the mean time, Paul, W1SEX will present on how 
he procured parts for his current project, a fast-rise pulse 
generator which is used for measuring coaxial cable char-
acteristics with an oscilloscope.  Paul plans to sell the gen-
erator on eBay so procuring parts inexpensively is a major 
consideration.  Come on down and learn how parts are re-

searched and a bill-of-materials (BOM) is created and 
stored on vendor websites for future orders. 
 Preceding the presentation the club needs to ap-
point a Field Day Chairman as well as fill numerous posi-
tions that have been discussed in the December meeting.  
The club is looking for volunteers to fill the positions of 
Contest Coordinator, Membership Coordinator, Repeater 
Coordinator, and Scouting Coordinator (to which Ken, 
KC1ICN has volunteered).  Kevin, N1ERS has again volun-
teered to stream the meeting on YouTube. 
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The 

Ham Happenings – Area Nets and Events 
 

Sundays, 0800 local 5330.5 (ch 1) USB 
Western Mass Emergency 60M Net 
Alternate frequencies are 5346.5 (ch 2), 5366.5 (ch 3), 
5371.5 (ch 4), and 5403.5 (ch 5). 
 

Sundays, 0830 local 3944 ± QRM 
Western Mass Emergency Net 
 

Sundays, 0900 local 145.45- 
Montachusett Emergency Net 
 

Mondays, 2000 local 147.525 simplex 
Worcester Emergency Simplex Net 
 

Wednesdays, 2100 local 28.341 
Harvard Repeater Club 10 meter sideband net “Activity 
Night” 
 

Nightly, 2100 local 146.97- 
Central Mass Traffic Net 
 

First Monday, 1900 local 3943, 7245 
RACES Net 
 

Members Corner 

 

de W1SEX 
Well, as it goes, the best laid plans of mice and men, 

Straight Key Night for me this year did not come off as I 
expected.  A few days before SKN I took the 1958 vintage 
Novice station off the shelf to get ready for the big event.  

When I fired up the National NC-88 receiver is developed a 
loud and intermittent crackling noise which turned out to 
be one of two 6DB8 tubes.  With none in stock The station 
went back on the shelf.  Not to be deterred, I pulled the 
Heathkit HW-101 out of the operating position for a full 
alignment and, as it turned out, didn’t need much more 

than some minor tweaking.  While the loss of the NC-88 
was a disappointment and the minor tweak of the HW-101 
a bonus, band conditions and especially my much dimin-
ished CW skills did not make for a productive operating 
event.  None-the-less, I did enjoy SKN and even made a 
couple of contacts.  Once I locate a couple of 6DB8 tubes I’ll 
get the NC-88 back in shape and I’ll need to work on my 
CW skills, mostly by on-air contacts, and I hope to do bet-
ter next year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So What Do You Think? 
 

How do you like the news letter? Would you like to 
see it continue?  Here are a few more ideas for regular col-
umns which we could do monthly; Show Your Shack, Your 
Ham Radio Story, Member Spotlight, Financial and Secre-
tary Reports (meeting minutes), Tech Tips, and other top-
ics.  Let me know what you think at the meeting Monday. 

 
73, 
 
Paul, W1SEX 

Did you know… 
…the reason why ¼ wave ground plane antennae radi-
als droop down at 45?  Answer: Radials that are paral-
lel to the ground present a radiation resistance of 
about 30Ω.  By dropping the radials the resistance 
changes to 50Ω.  


