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MohawkARC Zoom Meeting 
Monday, January 28, 2021 at 19:00 
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The Mohawk Amateur Radio Club publishes the Modulator 
monthly. We distribute The Modulator via e-mail free of 
charge to members and friends of Amateur Radio.  Article 
and advertising submittal deadline is by noon two weeks 
before the monthly meeting. 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF: 
Editors: Paul Topolski, W1SEX w1sex@qrrl.net 
Web site: http://www.mohawk.org 
 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: 
Club Secretary: Jack Burgoyne, W1PFZ 
Annual Dues: Regular $25 
Family $30 
Fixed income $15 
Meetings: 4th Monday, 7:00 P.M. 
 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
Mohawk Amateur Radio Club 
348 Ridge Rd 
Athol, MA 01331 
 

OFFICERS: 
President: Bill Leger, N1UZ n1uz@arrl.net 
Vice-president: Ken Burstall, WB8PKK, 
backhoeken@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Linda Kimmel, W1LMK, mrkkimmel7@aol.com 
Secretary: Jack Burgoyne, W1PFZ w1pfz@arrl.net 
Field Day Chair: Paul Topolski, W1SEX w1sex@arrl.net 
Repeater Committee: 
 Nils, KA1IMO, nilsanderson135@gmail.com 
 Kevin Ericson N1ERS, kevin.erickson1@gmail.com 
 Paul Topolski, W1SEX w1sex@arrl.net 

Click Here For the Meeting 
 

Main Subject: Club Repeaters and DMR Access 
Video: Antique Radio 

 
 
QST de Bill, N1UZ 
 
Watts Happening 
 
Hi Everyone  
   

It's time to starting thinking of Field Day, June 26th & 
27th. This year will be the same as last year because of COVID-
19. Last year the Mohawk ARC killed it, we rocked. We had lots 
of people participating from their home QTH where they were 
comfortable and were familiar with their gear. This to me was a 
big factor in our tremendous score.   

This year I hope we have the same participation if not 
better. I would ask everyone to look at their station and see how 
they can improve their score. When I get into a contest I always 
try to beat my last year's score. I don't care about the big guns 
out there; I will never be one of them.  

Take a look at the Field Days rules, consider emergency 
power, solar power, battery power any one of these changes will 
increase your score. Remember Ghost Busters are here to help 
you with antenna projects.  

Last year Mohawk ARC had 13,670 points (not con-
tacts); we were the highest-scoring club in Western Mass. This 
year we hope Ray Lajoie KB1LRL will be able to get a Western 
Mass. competition going between the clubs and maybe come up 
with some kind of a prize.  
  
Bill Leger, N1UZ 
N1UZ@ARRL.NET 
978-502-8067 
 
 
Attention ARRL WMA Section Clubs 
 
 It is with great pleasure the Mohawk Amateur Radio 
Club issues a challenge to all clubs in the ARRL Western Mass 
Section. 
 Last year, the MohawkARC scored the highest Field Day 
scores in the section, operating under the temporary rules allow-
ing home stations to aggregate their scores to a specified club.  
The ARRL has extended the 2020 FD rules for 2021 with the only 
change being a 150 Watt limit on Class D and Class E home sta-
tions. 
 All ARRL FD rules will apply including bonus points.  
The club score will be calculated by dividing the aggregate club 
score divided by the number of paid members.  This will encour-

age all members to participate and strive for the highest score 
possible. 
 Our Section Manager, Ray, KB1LRL has promised a prize 
for the winning club and there may be a booby prize for the low-
est scoring club.  The booby prize will need to be placed on dis-
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play for every club meeting during the year as well as posted 
prominently on the club's social media pages. 
 If you have any questions, please contact Paul, W1SEX 
with the information below. 
 Good luck, and May the best club win. 
 
Paul A. Topolski, W1SEX 
ARRL Western Mass. Tech Specialist 
153 Logan Street 
Gardner, MA 01440 
H: 978-632-9432 
M: 978-697-5531 
w1sex@arrl.net 
 
 
 
Member Spotlight 
 
Bill Leger as N1OPR 
 

That’s right, back in 1993 I started as a Technician class 
operator after taking a class at the Winchendon American Legion 
hosted by Pete Laperriere WC1P.  Wow, that was a long time ago. 
My interest in radio began as a young boy growing up in Fitch-
burg. I was a fan of Arnie “Woo Woo” Ginsburg.  I had an AM ra-
dio on my nightstand and would listen to his show “Night Train,” 
very appropriately since I would also listen to the trains climb-
ing the steep grade going coming into Westminster.  

When I was twelve years old, an older cousin gave me a 
Hallicrafters SX-101 and that’s when I piqued my interest in ra-
dio.  I put up a wire to a nearby apple tree and started to hear the 
world of Shortwave Radio.  I would also hear guys talking and 
giving out what appeared a secret code of some sort. Only to 
learn later that it was their call signs. On my way to school I 
would pass by a house on Madison St with a huge antenna on it, I 
knew a boy who lived there and asked him about the antenna 
and he replied that his father was a ham radio operator. Natural-
ly, I asked if I could see the station. That’s when I got the bug bit 
hard and I decided that someday I would earn my license. 

Well, it took another 30 years to get the call sign N1OPR. 
I upgraded to General and Advanced in 1994 and 1995  The 
Morse Code was a big challenge but I finally made it through the 
thirteen-word per minute requirement.  My new Advanced Class 
call sign was KD1UZ. 

I 1998 I passed my extra class and applied for the vanity 
call sign of N1UZ. Years later, Gordon, N1MGO introduced me to  
RTTY contesting and I still enjoy it today 

Today I still enjoy RTTY and other digital modes and de-
cided to try for the DXCC award that was made a lot easier using 
FT8. 

 
 
 

DXCC 
Award 

New 
LoTW 
QSLs 

LoTW 
QSLs in 
Process 

DXCC 
Credits 

Awarded 

Total 
(All) 

Total 
(Current) 

Mixed * 0 0 187 187 185 

CW 0 0 4 4 4 

Phone * 0 0 129 129 128 

Digital * 0 0 173 173 171 

160M 2 0 59 61 61 

80M * 0 0 107 107 107 

40M * 0 0 132 132 130 

30M * 0 0 119 119 119 

20M * 1 0 151 152 151 

17M * 0 0 136 136 136 

15M * 0 0 128 128 127 

12M 0 0 78 78 78 

10M 0 0 86 86 85 

6M 0 0 9 9 9 

Challenge * 3 0 1000 --- 1003 

 
I have served as President of the Montachusett Radio 

Club in Fitchburg for 3 years and now serving my 5th  year (not 
continues)  as president of the Mohawk ARC 
 
 
The MARC Webpage 
 
 Club resident, Bill, N1UZ reports the club website is in 
the process of being modernized and brought up to current web 
technology to give us a more attractive page.  Please contact Bill 
if you have any suggestions or media that can help document 
what we do at the club.  Any articles, photos, videos, recordings 
are greatly appreciated. 
 
 
KX1AR Tower Decommissioning Project 
 
 On Saturday, February 5th, the Ghost Busters group met 
to take down the tower, rotor, and tri-band antenna at the for-
mer home of KX1AR in Athol.  The tower with rotor came down 
and has been sold, however, the tri-band antenna was in very 
poor condition and not salvageable. 
 In the meantime, the equipment donated by the family 
has been selling and some are still listed on eBay.  The TS-530, 
AT-230, and SP-230 were purchased by Dave, KF4GAF who 
plans to pass it through at cost to a neighbor who is studying for 
his license. 
 If interested, the following items remain and are availa-
ble.  Please contact Bill, N1UZ if you are interested. 
 
MFJ 1700B Antenna Switch, like new, $70. 
MFJ 1701 Antenna Switch, new condition, $50 
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MFJ 407 Keyer, like new   $50 
TenTec Omni D Transceiver needs work but not dead $150 
Astatic D-104 Mic and T-UG8 “chicken-choker” stand, fair, $75 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


