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The Modulator is published by the Mohawk Amateur Radio 
Club monthly. The Modulator is distributed via e-mail free of 
charge to members and friends of Amateur Radio.  Article 
and advertising submittal deadline is by noon two weeks 
before the monthly meeting. 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF: 
Editors: Paul Topolski, W1SEX w1sex@qrrl.net 
Web site: http://www.mohawk.org 
 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: 
Club Secretary: Jack Burgoyne, W1PFZ 
Annual Dues: Regular $25 
Family $30 
Fixed income $15 
Meetings: 4th Monday, 7:00 P.M. 
 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
Mohawk Amateur Radio Club 
348 Ridge Rd 
Athol, MA 01331 
 

OFFICERS: 
President: Bill Leger, N1UZ n1uz@arrl.net 
Vice-president: Ken Burstall, WB8PKK, 
backhoeken@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Linda Kimmel, W1LMK, mrkkimmel7@aol.com 
Secretary: Jack Burgoyne, W1PFZ w1pfz@arrl.net 
Field Day Coordinator:  

 
 
Hi Everyone, 
 
A reminder that MARC will be meeting on the 3rd Monday 
this month, February 17th. This month’s meeting we will 
be looking over the club inventory and making adjust-
ments to it. It would be great if we had a great head count 
for this meeting. Jack W1PFZ, Dave KF4GAF and Kevin 
N1ERS put a lot of work into this endeavor. Many items on 
the inventory have since been sold and need to be taken 
off. We now have photographs of everything the club 
owns. We need you at the meeting to go over each item, 
maybe it's yours and the club is claiming it because it's in 
the trailer. 
 
Speaking of selling stuff, as you know I have been selling 
off donation made to the club. So far I have sold 15 items 
bringing in over $500. Lots more items still need to be sold 
including some higher price ticket items. Many thanks to 
all who donated equipment to the club. When everything is 
sold I think we will be around $1200 
 
Great interest at last month’s meeting when Jim Singer 
K1EKO presentation of DMR "hot spots" 
 
 February 2020  

o Meeting on the 17th. 3rd Monday 
o Presentation of MARC's Physical Inventory 

Project 
o Contest to be determined, as well as the 

speaker 2 of 3 
 March 2020 

o Meeting on the 23rd. Speaker to be booked 3 of 3  
o Contest to be determined 

 April 2020  
o Meeting on the 27th  
o Spring Fling Cookout at Shirley's [weather permit-

ting]  
 May 2020  

o Meeting on the 18th (5/25 is Memorial 
Day) 

o Planning meeting for new & improved 2020 Relay 
for Life event (Captain needed )  

o Formulate 2020 Field Day Team June 2020 

o Meeting on the 22nd  
o Contest: 2020 Relay for Life on June 12 & 

13th  
o Contest: 2020 Field Day on 27th and 28th 

 July 2020  
o Summer break.  

 August 2020  
o Meeting on 24th Cookout [TBD}  
o Review of Field Day and Relay for Life 

events  
o Nominations for Club Officer Positions  
o Club Elections  

 

file:///F:/Dad/MARC/w1sex@qrrl.net
http://www.mohawk.org/
file:///F:/Dad/MARC/n1uz@arrl.net
mailto:backhoeken@yahoo.com
mailto:mrkkimmel7@aol.com
file:///F:/Dad/MARC/w1pfz@arrl.net
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73, Bill Leger...N1UZ 
N1UZ@ARRL.NET 978-502-8067  
 
 
 
Membership Report de W1PFZ, MARC Secretary 
 
A Not-So Final Call for 2019-2020 Dues 
If you see your name below go enjoy another section of 
this month's Modulator. You've made the Team! 
 

Mark Kimmel Lynda Kimmel 
Peter Osowski Robert Coleman 
Clifford Wilder David Bramhall 
Gordon Lapoint Shirley Clark 
Kevin Erikson Jack Burgoyne 
Todd Sanders Ken Burstall 

Bill Ledger Erich Kaiser 
Stephen Craven Brent MacAloney 
Charlie Cayen Paul Topolski 

Greg Abare Ed Miller 
Bill Fisher  

 
If your name is missing, you're not current with the Club 
regarding this year's dues. While the Club appreciates your 
participation, it also has financial needs, and these are best 
served when all members participate. You can download & 
complete a Membership Application [www. 
MohawkARC.org] and forward the funds to Lynda per the 
instructions. And we accept PayPal. 
 
Thank you for your support! 
 
73, 
Jack / W1PFZ 
MARC Secretary 
 
 
Section Manager Report January 2020, de KB1LRL 

 
Hello Western Ma. As I write this, reports are 

that Puxatawney Phil did not see his shadow. Early spring? 
Let's see! 

January 12, I met with other division officials with 
Fred K1VR in Springfield and Paul W1SEX, Bob K1YO, Aa-
ron KC1CXX and myself introduced our mentoring pro-
gram which included the distribution of our guide to give 
to people just getting their license which can be custom-
ized to their local area to provide club, and contact infor-
mation. This was met with very good reviews and was well 
received. I also traveled to Newington on the 23rd with it 
and it received the same rave reviews. Unfortunately, there 
were some copyright protection issues with the original 
copy that we published here on the website, so until we 
edit some things to resolve that we had to remove it. I am 
now looking into a different structure to this and my inten-
tion is to bring back an Elmering/mentoring program to 
get our new hams started and on the air. Hang in there. 

Now that February has come upon us, our thoughts 
turn to Hamfests starting with Marlboro which is Feb 15. I 
will be there with my goodies. It is a shame that Framing-
ham has stopped their hamfest. It was a good one and can 
only hope it comes back. Mount Tom ARA Hamfest is 
around the corner and I plan on being there as well. As 
some of you know, I am in the midst of a career change and 
the new job I get may pull me in a different direction. 
Speaking of hamfests, most, if not all are aware of the 
change to what we used to call Boxboro which has 
now moved to Marlboro at the Best Western for July 24-26. 
The word that I have been hearing is this is a very positive 
change as it can accommodate a lot more there to the point 
that a national convention can occur there. My wish to this 
is it will bring back vendors that have drifted away from us 
over recent years. 

January also is the time the League board gets to-
gether for their regular board meeting and at this time the 
board minutes have not been approved and released as 
yet. Two things of note is the departure of Howard 
WB2ITX. The board did not elect him and Barry Shelly 
N1VXY is back in as interim. There is no detail about why 
this all came about hopefully whatever the reasons are it's 
in the best interest for the league and the members. The 
good thing that came out of it is our Vice Director Mike 
Raisbeck K1TWF was elected First Vice President for the 
league. Bad for us is now there is a vacancy for the Vice 
Director which will be BIG shoes to fill and good for the 
league that they now have a respected voice with a bunch 
of years to his credit. 

That's enough razzle-dazzle for now. I hope every-
one has a great February and hope to see you in my trav-
els. 
 

mailto:N1UZ@ARRL.NET
https://weather.com/news/news/2020-01-30-groundhog-day-punxsutawney-phil-did-he-see-his-shadow
https://wma.arrl.org/marlboro-ham-flea-market.html
https://wma.arrl.org/2020-northeast-hamxposition-new-venue-and-new-date.html
https://wma.arrl.org/mike-raisbeck-k1twf-elected-to-arrl-first-vice-president.html
https://wma.arrl.org/mike-raisbeck-k1twf-elected-to-arrl-first-vice-president.html
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73, 
Ray KB1LRL 
 
 
 
Ham Radio Nets de W1SEX 
 

What are ham radio nets, how do nets serve the 
hobby, and how can nets enhance your enjoyment in the 
hobby?  All good questions, let’s sort it out. 

In 1914, the ARRL was founded as a service with 
the main purpose of relaying messages from one ham op-
erator to the next until the message reached its final desti-
nation.  With spark gap transmitters reaching out only one 
hundred miles or so, a relay system was needed send mes-
sages over long distances.  The “traffic net” or network, 
was clearly needed to make effective use of the either. 

Today, our ham radio nets are varied in type and 
structure and serve us greatly by providing practical use of 
our skills and technology.  While the vast majority of our 
nets are recreational in nature, a significant number of 
nets provide valuable as described in the FCC rules govern-
ing the hobby which state in §97.1.(a) “Recognition and 
enhancement of the value of the amateur service to 
the public as a voluntary noncommercial communi-
cation service, particularly with respect to providing 
emergency communications.” 

There are many different types of nets, starting 
with the aforementioned traffic net, service net, emergen-
cy net training net, public service net, and finally the social 
nets.  While there are more types of nets these mentioned 
here are the vast majority and will be discussed here. 

Nets operate in a structured or non-structured 
manner.  There are basically four different protocols used 
by the majority of nets.  The four basic protocols are; di-
rected net, informal net, roundtable net, and freeform 
or open net.  We’ll briefly discuss each type of net and the 
protocols typically used in each. 

TRAFFIC NETS are organized by groups to pass 
traffic or messages on a regularly scheduled basis along a 
pre-defined schedule and hierarchy of geographical points. 
For example a message going coast-to-coast may be han-
dled by a half dozen hams before being delivered to the 
final destination.  While this takes time, areas may not 
have power or internet connectivity after a disaster and 
ham radio will become an important part of the response 
and recovery in that area.  Traffic nets are always held us-
ing a directed net protocol.  Directed nets are defined as 
having a net control operator (NCO) and all transmissions 
are conducted through the NCO.  The NCO rarely handles 

the messages but directs two hams to communicate direct-
ly to pass the traffic.  For example the NCO may say, “ 
WB3ABC call K6NCL with two for your area.”  At that point 
the two stations will contact each other directly, pass the 
traffic, and then return the frequency to the NCO.  For 
more information on the ARRL National Traffic System go 
here http://www.arrl.org/nts. 

SERVICE NETs vary widely in their purpose and 
functional “markets” they serve.  Two typical service nets 
are the Maritime Mobile Service Net 

https://www.mmsn.org/, and the East Coast Amateur 
Radio Service http://ecars7255.com/.  Each of these 
nets serves a specific community and provides an out-
let for emergency communications, scheduling con-
tacts, and weather reports among other information 
for the maritime and land mobile hams.  These are 
directed nets and run on specific schedules. 

EMERGENCY nets are exactly that however, 
they come in two forms, operational nets and training 
nets.  Also synonymous with emergency nets are 
PUBLIC SERVICE nets.  On the operational side the 
emergency nets are performing service for served 
agencies or groups and are usually directed nets.  
Some emergency nets can be done informally depend-
ing on the nature of the incident and number of sta-
tions participating.  For more on emergency commu-
nications go here; http://www.arrl.org/ares 

Related to emergency nets are TRAINING nets.  
In order to be effective during emergencies ARES 
groups in each ARRL Section set up regularly sched-
uled emergency nets so hams can practice their skills.  
Additionally, during emergencies and SKYWARN acti-
vations, the same frequencies and repeaters used for 
the training nets are used for real activations.  For a 
list of Massachusetts emergency nets go here; 
https://www.qsl.net/cemarc/index_files/Massachuse
tts%20Nets.htm. 

SOCIAL nets are regularly scheduled nets used 
by hams to engage in friendly chat and catch up on 
the day’s events.  The majority of social nets are not 
subject tied while others are.  Examples are equip-
ment specific such as the Collins, Swan, Heathkit and 
others.  Some social nets discuss emergency, tech-
nical, or religious subject, the letter of which is prob-
ably controversial.  Some popular social nets are 
listed here; 

 

https://wma.arrl.org/section-manager-ray-lajoie-kb1lrl.html
http://www.arrl.org/nts
https://www.mmsn.org/
http://ecars7255.com/
http://www.arrl.org/ares
https://www.qsl.net/cemarc/index_files/Massachusetts%20Nets.htm
https://www.qsl.net/cemarc/index_files/Massachusetts%20Nets.htm
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https://www.theroosternet.com/ 
http://the4pmers.w2blc.net/ 
https://www.cmara.org/docs/georges.pdf 
https://thegmn.w2blc.net/ 
The No-Name net, simply because it is a “gath-

ering” of area hams from New England and New York 
and the net has no name.  They meet daily at 07:30 on 
3982 kHz 

Finally, I must mention the DX and WAS Nets.  
These net usually meet daily on different bands and 
serve to provide hams to access DX stations and find 
the elusive state you need for WAS (can you say North 
Dakota?) The basic format for these nets is log-in, 
wait for your turn in the list then call a station you 
need for your award.  Other stations on the net can 
then call you during their turn.  One of the many 
DX/WAS nets is the 3905 Century Club.  Their website 
is http://www.3905ccn.com/ 

For more information on nets and the plethora 
of net on the air, you can check the listing on the 
ARRL website; http://www.arrl.org/arrl-net-
directory. 

 
73, 
 
Paul A. Topolski, W1SEX 
ARRL Western Mass. Tech Specialist 
153 Logan Street 
Gardner, MA 01440 
H: 978-632-9432 
M: 978-697-5531 
w1sex@arrl.net 
 
 

From the Archives 
 

 
North Tonawanda, NY EOC with Bill, N2WUT the RO 

 
Chris, KA1QFV and Tom, former N1FDR at Field Day 
2001 on Mt. Wachusett 

 
The Boston Marathon ham radio crew in 2008 

 
Going mobile in the W1SEX van 

https://www.theroosternet.com/
http://the4pmers.w2blc.net/
https://www.cmara.org/docs/georges.pdf
https://thegmn.w2blc.net/
http://www.3905ccn.com/
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-net-directory
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-net-directory

