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The Mohawk Amateur Radio Club publishes the Modulator 
monthly. We distribute The Modulator via e-mail free of 
charge to members and friends of Amateur Radio.  Article 
and advertising submittal deadline is by noon two weeks 
before the monthly meeting. 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF: 
Editors: Paul Topolski, W1SEX w1sex@qrrl.net 
Web site: http://www.mohawk.org 
 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: 
Club Secretary: Jack Burgoyne, W1PFZ 
Annual Dues: Regular $25 
Family $30 
Fixed income $15 
Meetings: 4th Monday, 7:00 P.M. 
 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
Mohawk Amateur Radio Club 
348 Ridge Rd 
Athol, MA 01331 
 

OFFICERS: 
President: Bill Leger, N1UZ n1uz@arrl.net 
Vice-president: Ken Burstall, WB8PKK, 
backhoeken@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Linda Kimmel, W1LMK, mrkkimmel7@aol.com 
Secretary: Jack Burgoyne, W1PFZ w1pfz@arrl.net 
Field Day Chair: Paul Topolski, W1SEX w1sex@arrl.net 
Repeater Committee: 
 Nils, KA1IMO, nilsanderson135@gmail.com 
 Kevin Ericson N1ERS, kevin.erickson1@gmail.com 
 Paul Topolski, W1SEX w1sex@arrl.net 

Click Here For the Meeting 
 

Guest Speaker: Dennis Egan, W1UE Propagation Prediction 
Software 

 
 
Hi Everyone, 
  

Don't know about you guy's but I am getting tired of be-
ing stuck in the house.  I Can't wait until this virus is under con-
trol!  However, it gives us plenty of time for family and Ham Ra-
dio.  I have been spending a lot more time than normal in front of 
the radio. Lot's of new FT8 contacts and some contesting. New to 
me this year is CW contesting, I'm terrible at it, but getting bet-
ter. 

Another good thing that has come out of it is our club 
meetings, we have had some very good meetings. Zoom meet-
ings have made it possible to have guess speakers that were not 
possible in person.  For the December meeting we will have 
Dennis, W1UE, speaking on propagation prediction software.  
For the January meeting we will have Mike Keller, W1BNC, on 
using the SDR Dongle as a SDR receiver.  These guest speakers 
we would not normally have because of the distance traveled. 

Great news for the Mohawk ARC as we have received a 
gift of equipment from Wesley Laford, KA1XR, through his son 
Robert Laford, KA1DWM. This is a very generous gift and we 
give them both a great big thank you. All of this equipment will 
be offered to club members before it is sold off with the money 
going to support out trailer, repeaters, and other club projects.  
More on this later in the newsletter. 
  
Bill Leger 
N1UZ@ARRL.NET 
978-502-8067 
 
 
A Christmas Gift From The ARRL 
 

On Christmas day the ARRL offered current members a 
free e-book download from their website.  ARRL members 
should have received an email from the League with an offer for 
the Gil Cartoon Collection book. 

Philip “Gil” Gildersleeve, W1CJD, produced more than 
1,500 cartoons for QST magazine for over forty years and fea-
tured such characters as Jeeves the loyal and faithful servant or 
the members of the Podunk Hallow Radio Club.  Periodically, 
Gil’s artwork still graces QST Magazine even today. 

On December 26th, the ARRL extended the offer to 
League members until December 31st.  Be sure to get your free 
copy of Gil’s book before is offer ends.  Check your email in-box 
for the offer. 

Equipment Donation from Wesley Laford, KA1XR 
 
 The members of the Mohawk Amateur Radio Club wish 
to extend our most sincere gratitude to Wesley Laford, KA1XR of 
Athol, MA who, through his son, has graciously donated his ham 
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radio equipment to the club.  Additionally, Wesley’s son Robert 
Laford, KA1DWM has donated his own station to the club. 

It is Wesley and Roberts wish that the equipment be 
used to support the club’s efforts, programs, and infrastructure, 
for the benefit of the ham radio community, especially members 
who are new to the hobby with limited means and youth mem-
bers.  The donated equipment will also be made available to 
members who wish to purchase them and what is left over will 
eventually be made available for sale outside the club.  Please 
contact our club President for purchase details. 

Prior to release, the equipment is with Paul, W1SEX for 
check-out and clean-up.  An accurate description of the equip-
ment will be offered prior to sale or short term loan to members 
in need. 

An email will be sent once the gear is checked and made 
available. 

 
Kenwood TS-530 Transceiver 
Kenwood AT-230 Antenna Tuner 
Kenwood SP-230 Speaker 
Shure 444D desk top mic 

The TS-530 is a mid range HF transceiver with 
WARC bands and 12AT7/6146 driver and final 
amp tubes.  The tuner and speaker are match-
ing accessories. The Shure mic will be wired for 
the Kenwood system. 

Ten Tec Omni D Model 546 Transeiver 
Ten Tec 2KW antenna tuner  
Ten Tec  252M power supply 
Astiatic  D-104 Desk top mic. 

The Omni D, Model 546 is TecTec’s competition 
grade, top-of-the-line all solid state, no tune 
(mostly), transceiver.  The antenna tuner and 
power supply are not matching however are 
period correct.  The D-104 mic is wired for the 
TenTec.  Also included are the original boxes 
and packing material for the radio and tuner. 

Bencher Iambic CW paddles 
MFJ Keyer 407 
Hallicrafters S-53A General Covage Receiver 

Introduced in 1951 as an upgrade for the S-53, 
the 8 tube S-53A is a transformer-operated sin-
gle-conversion general coverage receiver with a 
separate oscillator and mixer and two stages of 
IF. (Source: https://people.ohio.edu/postr/bapix/S53A.htm)  This ra-
dio will need a full restoration and re-cap. 
 

 
Who Is KA1XR? 
 
 Many thanks to Rob Laford for the history of his and 
Wesley’s journey into ham radio. 
 
de Rob Laford KA1DWM 
 

Wes Laford of Athol, KA1XR, received his first amateur 
license in the late 1970’s as a novice with the call sign, 
KA1EVG. When you see two generations of hams enjoying the 
hobby it is usually the son or daughter that follow in the parent’s 
footsteps, but Wes took the less conventional route.  His son, 
Bob, KA1DWM received his ticket as a teenager in 1978 and that 
caught Wes’ interest and he followed his son six months later. 

The pair shared the growing enthusiasm with the hobby 
with several Athol area operators, including John Dould, K1JFK, 
Red Ellinwood, W1MPY, Leon Labombard, WA1PFL, Allen Has-
tings, N1AUU, George Fiske, KR1T, and others, to name a few.  
Unfortunately, many of those are now silent keys.  

Sharing a ham shack together Wes and Bob first started 
with a CW only TenTec Century 21, which is still in the family.  
Wes’ proficiency grew in both knowledge and code speed and 
soon he made his way up through the license classifications to 
Amateur Extra.  Going beyond your Novice license in those days 
required testing at the Custom House in Boston. 

The equipment began to change in the Laford shack as 
well.  A 30 foot tower was assembled to support a 3-element tri-
band yagi, and the low power Century 21 was replaced with a 
Hallicrafter SR400 then up to  a Kenwood TS-530S and eventual-
ly a TenTec Omni D, and finally, a Yaesu FT-840. 

Even with the new radios, CW was still a favorite for 
Wes as he earned certificates for Work-All-States, and other 
competitions.  Wes also helped others in growing their own in-
terest in the hobby serving as an Elmer to the next generation of 
operators and serving as a Volunteer Examiner over the years. 

Wes a machinist by trade working at the Un-
ion/Butterfield plant in Athol, John Bath Tap and Die in Worces-
ter, and retiring from the Rodney Hunt Company in Orange in 
the 1990’s.  The ham shack was always a place to listen and 
communicate around the world, but as life’s circumstances 
change, the radios’ use has diminished and it is time to share 
those joys with others through the sharing of this equipment. 
 
73 – KA1XR 
 

 
Wesley Laford, KA1XR (c. 1981-1982) 

https://people.ohio.edu/postr/bapix/S53A.htm
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A Message from Bob Meneguzo, K1YO, WMA SEC 
  

So, 2020 is finally winding down! This year has certainly 
been a challenge across a broad spectrum of events, interests, 
and areas…. and the continuing development of the Western 
Massachusetts ARES Section has borne its share of difficulties 
driven by the pandemic.  As Amateur Radio operators, commu-
nications is woven into our fabric just by the nature of what we 
do. This is even more important relative to the ARES organiza-
tion – it’s our primary charter and mission.  

I’d be derelict of duty if I didn’t acknowledge that com-
munications from leadership to members of our community is 
critically important. This pandemic has wrought quite some 
havoc in my trying to visit individual clubs to solicit inputs and 
let them know what the planned direction of our Section cur-
rently is.  You are all aware that we are in the process of rebuild-
ing a dormant ARES Section. Reasons for the past decline are 
varied … but we are on the way back though we’ve surely been 
hampered by setbacks in personal contact, staffing, and other 
unexpected obstacles. 

Several folks have asked for a brief overview of what’s 
been done and what else is coming so I’d like to take this oppor-
tunity for a quick update.  You may have noticed that we have a 
new Section website that has just recently come out of construc-
tion. It’s the same url … wma.arrl.org … but has been totally re-
built on another web hosting service to allow us better control 
and functionality. A thankful shout out to Aaron – KF1G, Gil – 
WK1H, and Grant – KC1KCE for all their work in accomplishing 
this.  Under the Emergency Communications menu there is an 
option for new members to submit a request to join us. Doing 
this sends an email to an administrator and me and allows the 
user to be added to a new members group and redirected to a 
place where they can assign themselves a password. This will 
allow entry into the main profile system where we collect im-
portant information regarding their capabilities and interests.  
We are also going to generate a communication asking current 
members to follow a similar process which will allow us to up-
date our (sometimes ancient) information.  

This was a primary concern for me … you need accurate 
member information to be able to assess the needs and interests 
of our Section and to enable accurate interfacing with municipal-
ities and agencies that may require our assistance in various 
ways. That being said, I’m sure you’d like a glimpse of what’s to 
come. Here are some of the key activities underway currently: 

 Continue website development to include sections 

covering technical, public service events calendars, and 

team-building with agencies served. 

  Develop a new and effective Notification System for 

Activations of all types. 

 Update our WMA Emergency Plan document to reflect 

staffing and any organizational and procedural changes. 

 Implement a drive for new membership and renewed 

participation from existing members … provide ser-

vices that will enhance their efforts in Emergency Com-

munications and technical topics to help grow their ca-

pabilities in amateur radio overall. 

 Enhance our current VHF / UHF net activities … add 

practice nets across the Section with a focus on emulat-

ed EmComm situations, and setup mentoring for inter-

ested parties to become Net Control Stations (NCS).  

 Establish a Section – wide Digital HF net enabling 

messaging across counties if needed by served agencies. 

 Form a Steering Committee comprised of internal 

(ARES) and external representation to evaluate our ca-

pabilities and provide guidance in developing new goals 

and objectives focused on our members’ and agencies’ 

needs. 

 We are developing, with the assistance of our ARRL 

Technical Specialists and volunteer technical ‘consult-

ants’, a program of technical training sessions (Zoom 

and/or document based) to enhance the skills of new 

and existing members.  Typical topics considered are: 

  Soldering, Cable Fabrication, Simple Antenna Design, 

Construction and Testing 

 Introductory and NCS net training 

 Go-kit needs and assembly 

 Portable Power Sources 

 Radio Testing with basic tools – DVM, Oscilloscope, An-

tenna Analyzer 

 Digital Modes Introduction / review with hands – on : 

NBEMS, JS8Call and WinLink  

 … others to be determined with YOUR inputs! 

 
I sincerely hope you will consider joining us or renew-

ing your previous interest in ARES. I am very interested in what 
would be valuable to you specifically on your journey through 
Amateur Radio. 

Please feel free to offer your suggestions to any of our 
leadership team or  contact me directly with comments and ide-
as.  

We’re well on the way to reviving a substantial and 
valuable organization that can provide important assistance to 
our communities and agencies. We need you to help make this a 
reality. Please give this your thought and consideration 

 
With sincere wishes for a Safe, Blessed and Happy 

Holiday Season … 
 

73, 
 
Bob Meneguzzo, K1YO        
ARES Western Massachusetts Section Emergency Coordinator 
k1yo@arrl.net 
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A Good Story 
de WR1X 
 

Not sure if I can type out this entire story, but will try 
and it’ll be good for a newsletter story.  You can change the 
names and calls to protect the innocent!   

Way back when Sputnik was celebrating maybe 50 
years earlier of being launched it was printed that there would 
be a Sputnik II going over New England and transmitting a signal 
and all you needed to do was record the time and the strength of 
the signal.   

Denny Richards and I were talking about this and we 
were listening with Denny having the computer program to tell 
us when it would be going over.  I think it also might have been 
visible on one of its passes.  Denny took his HT and went out to 
possibly see it.   

Just about the time we should have heard it on its 
transmit frequency came a very recognizable voice, CQ Sputnik, 
CQ Sputnik, de W1FRH.   We couldn’t say anything as others 
were listening, but did we let him know later that there was no-
body sitting in this beachball size satellite!  We never heard it 
again so we were out of luck.  Oh, did we let Frank know he blew 
it for us.   

I’ve been quite lucky to have spoken with the cosmonaut 
on Mir then several on the Shuttles and ISS even from the car 
when we visited my sister near Providence, RI when somebody 
heard voices coming over my radio that were not American.  I 
checked the frequency then gave my call.  WR1X you’re loud and 
clear, 73 and he was gone.  The person that heard this couldn’t 
believe I just spoke with an astronaut 200 miles up and so far 
away.  I sent in my card and got one back so quite neat.   
 
Running out of steam, 73 
Have a Great Day, 
Paul Bolduc 
Amateur Radio Operator: WR1X also M0CHG 
Email: pcbolduc@verizon.net 
 
 
 
Ghost Busters, Still At It! 
 

When you need help putting up or fixing an antenna, 
who ya gonna call?  You guessed it, our own Mohawk ARC Ghost 
Busters Crew, of course! 

This month the crew has been out at Ken, WB8PKK’s 
place to replace a 160 to 2 meter OCF Dipole as well as Dave, 
KG4KAF’s shack to install another dipole. 

Many thanks to the crew members who help keep our 
members on-the-air.  If you need assistance with an antenna in-
stallation or repair then by all means get ahold of the club execu-
tive board to arainge a crew.  And of course, keep an eyeout for 
crew announcements to lend a hand to a fellow member and 
gain some experience installing antennae and learn something 
new. 

The N1MGO Remote Station 
 
 Just after Thanksgiving the Ghost Buster Crew Met to 
install a new antenna at the N1MGO Remote Station site at 
WB8PKK’s QTH.  If you have not yet heard of Gordon’s remote 
station then by all means contact Gordon for access. 
 The station is financially sponsored Gordon, N1MGO and 
Charlie, KT1I because Gordon has some severe interference at 
his location and Charlie, now living on Bow, NH cannot have an 
HF installation at his QTH.  The remote system runs on the 
RCForbb platform and control of this no-holds-barred, world 
class station is available. 
 At present, the station consists of a Kenwood TS-590SG 
160-6 meter MF/HF/VHF transceiver, an Elecraft KPA-500, 500 
Watt amplifier, KTA-500 Autotuner pictured below, and numer-
ous dipole and end-fed antennae.  Future plans include a tower 
with directional antenna. 
 

 
 

 
Power supply, antenna switch controller, computers, and network interfaces that 
keep the systems connected. 

mailto:pcbolduc@verizon.net
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Ken, WB8PKK who hosts the system in his shack.  The remote station antennae 
are located at sufficient distance from his own antenna farm that the systems do 
not interfere with each other.   
 

 

 
Gordon, N1MGO, Cliff, W1CFW (ex N0HJS), and Paul, W1SEX getting ready to 
string up a 160-2 meter OCF dipole antenna. 

  
All quality antenna installations require crisp, cool weather conditions in order 
to work well.  Additionally, a Radio Flyer wagon to hall your tools is required to 
ensure optimum antenna installation. 
 

 
Shirley, KC1DAJ joined the group and was a great help. 
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Part of the remote antenna switch system.  The antenna farm is fed from 
WB8PKK’s shack via LMR-600 coax.  The antneeae are fed with LMR-400.  The 
antennae are automatically eselected by band as well as manually via the remote 
control. 
 
 

Help Wanted 
 

This issue of the Mohawk Modulator marks the conclu-
sion of my second year of publication.  Editing the newsletter is 
certainly a labor of love and I am very anxious to pass along the 
reins of editorship to someone new.  I am very willing to assist 
the new editor by providing the MSWord files used to produce 
the newsletter along with some editing instructions to make it 
easier to transition to a new publisher. 
 By all means, if you would like to take on this responsi-
bility then please contact me as soon as possible. 
 
73, 
 
Paul, W1SEX 
 
 

From The Archives 
 

 
Erich, K1EJK at a MARC meeting speaking about home networking in July 2010. 

 

 
Norman, N1JYW manning the radios in the MA Division of Fire Services com-
mand post vehicle at the Gardner 225th anneversay parade. 
 

 
Breakfast at Cruisers before a repeater site work party.  From the day the Gard-
ner Repeater was installed we had severe de-sense.  As it turned out, a cracked 
insulator on the pole closest to the installation caused the arm to burn off and 
polluted the radio spectrum up to the UHF band. 
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The Western Massachusetts ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency Service) group needs volunteers.  Everyone is 
urged to apply. 

The Amateur Radio Emergency Service® (ARES) consists of licensed amateurs who have voluntarily registered 
their qualifications and equipment, with their local ARES leadership, for communications duty in the public ser-
vice for local events and when disaster strikes. 

Every licensed amateur, regardless of membership in ARRL or any other local or national organization is eligi-
ble to apply for membership in ARES. 

People are needed: 

In your neighborhood 
● To aid in getting critical information to and from local emergency officials.  
● To get information on the response to a disaster from officials to your neighbors, friends and family. 

In your town 

●  Assisting in a town Emergency Operations agency, hospital or shelter to provide a vital communications 

link. 

At the county or regional level where applicable 
● Assisting Emergency Operations Centers, hospitals or shelters in providing communications 

with towns and groups outside the emergency. 

Join now! 
Your Western MA, ARRL and ARES Section can provide: 

● Training in procedures, regulations and technologies to help increase your communications 

proficiency 

● Technical Support to achieve your desired goals 

● Visit wma.arrl.org then under Emergency Communications you will find the choice to Register 

as a New Member 


