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Hi Everyone 
  

Several months ago we decided we would not have 
meetings in July and August, well that sure fell apart. Not only 
are we having meetings but the attendance has been higher 
than normal. Granted they are Zoom meetings but they still 
keep everyone connected and up to date on the goings-on. 
 Lots of stuff happening in the Mohawk ARC, I will list 
them here thinking each committee will have some input in a 
future newsletter 
 

1. The repeater committee has been busy up on the hill 
working on the .37 and .34DMR repeaters  

2. Complete tuneup of the .37 machine 
3. Rebuilding the repeater shed foundation and making 

repairs to the shed 
4. Purchasing a new UHF Yaesu Fusion Repeater 
5. Installing a wall mount rack for the .37 machine and 

the new Fusion machine. 
6. Ken WB8PKK is busy building a satellite tracking sta-

tion for the upcoming ISS School Contact in May of 
2021. 

7. Ken’s sat Station will be somewhat portable and used 
to attract younger people into the hobby.  

8. I will be asking for allocation at this months meeting 
to complete the hardware portion of this project 

9. Ed AB1CW is starting a CWops course that will last 8 
weeks, intended to get more people interested in CW 

10. We have purchased an iCOM IC-7300 transceiver to 
use as a loaner radio with the proceeds from the es-
tate of Ray W1RCW 

11. I have been busy for the past 3 months selling the es-
tate of W1RCW. With the proceeds, the club has pur-
chased the IC-7300, the Fusion Repeater, and allocat-
ed $1,400 for repeater (shed) repairs. 

12. At this point, most everything of value that's working 
is sold. We still have items in need of repair to be 
sold. 

13. Even with all of this happening we still have over 
$5,200 in the club's treasury 

14. I hope I didn't miss anything. 

 
73, 
 
Bill Leger 
 
N1UZ@ARRL.NET 

978-502-8067  
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Yaesu DR-2X Fusion Repeater Arrives 
 

Bill, N1UZ reports the new Yaesu repeater arrived the 
weekend before the meeting.  The system will be delivered to 
Kevin, N1ERS for programming.  Paul, W1SEX will be checking 
the pass filter and notch filters with the spectrum analyzer in 
preparation for installation.   
 The repeater will be initially programmed for all ana-
log operation so the systems can be checked for proper oper-
ation.  Once the system checks out OK then the committee 
will explore activating features and modes to determine the 
best way to operate the machine that brings maximum bene-
fit to the club. 
 
QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo Garners 
Rave Reviews 
 

On the weekend of August 8th 
and 9th, Eric Guth, 4Z1UZ launched the 
highly anticipated 2020 QSO Today Vir-
tual Ham Expo on a commercial con-
vention platform from VFairs.com.  The event featured 53 
convention speakers and forums from all over the world and 
covered subjects that will certainly interest every amateur 
radio operator.  Also featured at the Expo were big-name 
ham radio companies that provide everything from radios, to 
accessories, to software, to publications, to organizations that 
are critical to our hobby’s health and growth. 

Over 24,000 hams signed up the attend the Expo with 
greater than 16,000 that attended the programs during the 
weekend.  If you missed your chance to attend the Expo, the 
presentations are still available on the platform until Septem-
ber 9th.  To access the platform click the link below. Register 
using the login button.  Once logged in you can get to the 
presentations by clicking on the AUDITORIUM tab. 

https://qsotoday.vfairs.com/ 
 

 

CWops, CW Academy Comes To The Mohawk ARC 
 
 Ed Miller, AB1CW, a long time Morse Code enthusiast 
has been gracious enough to donate his time to the club to 
teach the code to interested members.  Ed, a ham for more 
than sixty years, and who, at one time, operated Morse Code 
at up to fifty words per minute, procured permission to run a 
CW Academy class for the club. 
 CW Academy is a teaching method developed by the 
CWops organization.  CWops, who’s mission is to train hams 
to operate at twenty words per minute and up.  When CWops 
announced their course seventy percent of the registrants 
knew NO Morse Code at all.  It was clear to the organization 
that a multi-level training program was needed.  ED will be 
teaching the Beginner Class and as of this writing, seven hams 
have signed up.  The CW Academy has proven so popular the 
classes fill up almost immediately and all the classes nation-
wide are full through this October. 
 Our club is very lucky to have Ed on board and willing 
to take the time to mentor the course.  Thank you, Ed. 
 
 
The New 145.37, N1WW Repeater Is On-The-Air 
 
 On Saturday, August 15th, the New club repeater was 
put back on the air.  Two months ago the club agreed to pur-
chase the repeater from MARC member Paul Topolski, 
W1SEX.  With funds obtained from the various equipment 
sales over the past year, both the 145.34 DMR machine and 
the 145.37 analog machine got some long-overdue attention. 
 The DMR repeater received a new 250 amp-hour bat-
tery (which kept the repeater up for three days after the trop-
ical storm) and got a new ISP and network hardware.  The 
145.37 repeater had a full receiver and transmitter align-
ment, the duplexers were checked and tuned by W1SEX, a 
second 250 AmpHour battery was installed in the shed, the 
shed foundation was leveled and painted, the shed door was 
fixed, the insulation was replaced, a ground bus installed, a 
19-inch rack purchased and installed, and many other up-
grades where made. 
 From the club FaceBook page, Kevin, N1ERS posted 
the following: 
 

Well, it's been about a month but we got a lot done with both 

145.37 FM & 145.34 DMR. We jacked up the 145.37 repeater shed 

(twice) and it is now a minimum of 8" above ground, we removed all the 

old mouse and ant-infested fiberglass insulation and replaced with 2" 

foam insulation, a fresh coat of paint on the outside and repaired warped 

doors. While that was happening the repeater equipment was looked at 

https://qsotoday.vfairs.com/
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and adjusted to be spot on. Today was reassembly day and all the 

equipment is now in a wall-mounted rack mount with the duplexer cans 

underneath. Also, have a new large capacity battery for backup. We are 

on the air again. Please try out the repeater we don't anticipate much 

change in the TX side but I suspect the RX side should be better. Time 

will tell. Also, the city has begun clearing trees from around all the tow-

ers and equipment on the hill. When that is completed we might see a 

slight improvement in the signal.  

On the 145.34 DMR repeater, we replaced the networking 

equipment with more reliable stuff. New battery backup for this repeater 

as well and also keeps the network running without reset. 

There were many club members involved to get all this done 

over the past month. I hope my memory serves me well for the list... 

 Nils, KA1IMO 

 Erich, W1EJK 

 Paul, W1SEX 

 Dave, KF4GAF 

 Jack, W1PFZ 

 Kevin, N1ERS 

 Bill, N1UZ 

 Bernie, N1IMO 

I think that is every one that contributed time and/or items for the 

project.  

Are we done yet? No. We still have some things to do like connect 

the battery to 145.37 and soon we will have the Yaesu System Fusion 

UHF repeater that needs to go on the air.  

I've included some pictures of today's results. I have to say it looks 

pretty dang good.  

 

-Kevin, N1ERS 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The club owes a large debt of gratitude to Bernie Peabody, 
N1IMO, who preformed the .37 alignment free of charge.  
Thanks, Bernie. 
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