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“Old age hath yet his honor and his toil,” but I’d bet 
even Ulysses wouldn’t be riding ATGATT on recent 
afternoons here in sunny San Antonio if he’d had his 
druthers.  So I have rediscovered the simple pleasures 
of riding earlier in the day and coming back to shade 
and shelter by about noon when possible.  This has 
meant exploring previously untested roads south and 
east of the metropolis rather than exclusively out in the 
Hill Country, and the experience has had its rewards.  
I’ve also taken the opportunity to join our club’s Sun-
day morning rides on several occasions in June and I’ve 
found that Chuck Wetzel’s knowledge of local roads 
and comfortable eateries hasn’t diminished noticeably.  
Sometimes there are only two or three riders on those 
jaunts, but last week we had eleven bikes and we all 
managed to stay together as long as we needed.  It was 
good to see and catch up with friends and members I 
hadn’t ridden with in a while.  
 
Of course, this is a BMW club and we have no shortage 
of members who are not daunted by high temperatures 
and who are happy to accept the challenge of longer 
distances.  You can read Bert Whitaker’s report on his 
adventure to the Great Northwest (and back) elsewhere 
in this issue. David Greenlees earned kudos as one of 
eight Texas riders to finish high up in the MOA Annual 
Mileage Contest this year, making our club proud of his 
achievement.  If you have attended a rally or completed 
a private journey for your own reasons, let us know so 
that the club can celebrate your ride too.  
 

You may have noticed the increasingly abbreviated 
calendar of events in the weekly update and on the 
website.  Due to inconsistent attendance, the Board of 
Officers made the determination to suspend scheduled 
monthly social dinners.  Similarly, a dearth of sugges-
tions for destinations and a lack of volunteer ride lead-
ers led us to put off setting Third Saturday Rides for 
the summer.  Meanwhile, Graham Littrell has arranged 
for first responders from the Bergheim VFD to offer 
training on how to provide first aid assistance in the 
event of injury or accident during the course of a ride.  
We need to get an idea of how many members would 
be interested in attending a session so we can confirm 
dates and a comfortable venue for that training.  This 
would be valuable, perhaps even life-saving infor-
mation, so, if you’re interested, let us know. We’ll get 
notice out on details as soon as we have an estimate for 
attendance.  
 
The MOA National Rally is in the rearview mirror but 
there are still opportunities ahead. The Top O’ The 
Rockies rally in Paonia, Colorado, The Land of En-
chantment (New Mexico) BMW Club rally at Sipapu, 
and the BMW RA rally in North Carolina all offer 
great riding venues.  If you are more of a “He travels 
fastest who travels alone” rider, well there’s plenty of 
blue highways for you too.  I hope you get out as far 
and as often as you want.  Ride safe.  
 
Gerard Lobosco 
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Club Calendar 

Every Sunday, weather permitting, Chuck Wet-
zel leads a ride to breakfast. Join the group at 
Starbucks on Military Hwy in Shavano Park, just 
inside Loop 1604. Participants decide on a desti-
nation for the ride.  If you are thinking of riding, 
call Chuck (210-410-5353) to let him know. Kick-
stands up at 8:30.  

The 2022 Events Calendar -Date in bold is a 
club activity, dates not bolded are simply items 
of interest to members.   

NOTE – Everything is subject to change so 
remember to check the club calen-
dar, HTTP://www.sabmwra.org/html/
calendar.html, for the latest. 

July 16 – BROSA-sponsored reception at Ala-
mo BMW, 9929 Broadway. Starts at 9 a.m. 
with breakfast tacos and coffee, pizza at about 
11:30. Stop by to monitor progress at the new 
address of our local dealership. 

July 21- 24 – Top O’ The Rockies Rally, 
Paonia, CO. Visit BMW MC Club of Colorado 
for details. 

September 29 – October 2 - BMWRA National 
Rally, Waynesville, NC. See the website at 
bmwra.org for registration and event schedule.  
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MOA Getaway, Fontana Dam, North Carolina 22-24 April 22 
By Eric Miller 

First, I would like to thank Bill Edwards and Mike 
Makowski for allowing me to ride with them to Fon-
tana Dam, North Carolina.  Two of the finest people 
you could ever meet.  I truly enjoyed the ride and the 
weekend at Fontana Dam. 
 

Wednesday, April 20th: 
 
I left Georgetown at 0600, before sunup, in the misty 
rain and no moon.  The overcast sky and mist made it 
more difficult to see so I choose a route along the 
most lighted streets.  Primarily to avoid the White 
Tail deer and other animals that might be out looking 
for breakfast.  This took me along Williams drive to 
IH 35 to Hutto where I picked up highway 79 to Mi-
lano.  I was to meet Bill Edwards and Mike Makow-
ski at the CEFCO station in Milano at 0730.  Bill and 
Mike were riding up from San Antonio and I under-
stand they left at 0400 and also took IH 35 to 79.  I 
arrived at the designated meeting point at 0712 and 
immediately saw that I was not early as Bill and 
Mike were already there.  
 
Introductions were made and we tried to sync our 
helmet communication units; however, I have a SE-
NA unit and Bill and Mike both have CARDO, it 
turns out they were not compatible.  We worked out 
some hand signals and I was positioned as the middle 
rider.  The lead and the sweep both had communica-
tion in case an issue should arise.  I topped-off my 
gas tank and emptied my bladder and we hit the 
road.   
 
We followed Hwy 79 North to Henderson where we 
went East on Hwy 43 to Marshal.  In Marshal, we 
joined Interstate 20, which we would remain on to 
Vicksburg, Mississippi.  It was overcast to partly 
cloudy as we made our way East along Interstate 
20.  The temperature was pleasant at around 76 de-
grees F.  We made our way through Shreveport and 
Monroe, Louisiana, crossing the entire State of Loui-
siana.  The wind picked up significantly as we 
punched through the Northeaster that was hanging 
over Texas and Louisiana.  We crossed the Missis-

sippi River and into the State of Mississippi at Vicks-
burg around 1500.  We pulled into a Holiday Inn Ex-
press for the night.  In total, I covered about  484 
miles with Bill and Mike doing about 586 on the 
day.  A great ride. 
 

Thursday, April 21st: 
 
Kickstands were up at 0800, we topped-up tanks, and 
returned to IH 20 East for Jackson, Mississip-
pi.  Traffic was light and we enjoyed a cool (68 de-
gree F morning) under partly cloudy skies.  As we 
approached Jackson the traffic picked up a bit and we 
tightened our three man staggered riding formation to 
ensure no one would cut us off.  We continued around 
Jackson, Mississippi and East toward Meridian.  Just 
passed Meridian, Mississippi we crossed into Ala-
bama and headed toward Tuscaloosa (Roll Tide!).   
 
We circumnavigated Tuscaloosa, Alabama without 
incident and set our sights on Birmingham.  At Bir-
mingham we encountered a slow down and some 
road construction but managed to stay together and 
navigate through it.  We passed the suburbs of Besse-
mer, Irondale and Trussville before the traffic once 
again thinned out and we were back to cruise con-
trol.   At this point we left IH 20 for IH 59.  We mo-
tored on, leaving Alabama and crossing briefly into 
Georgia around Trenton, Georgia.  We also lost an 
hour as we left Central Time for the Eastern Time 
Zone.  Just on the East side of Look Out Mountain we 
left Georgia and crossed into Tennessee.  It was a 
short hop to Chattanooga where we encountered more 
road construction and another slow down.  The traffic 
around Chattanooga was heavy and we experienced 
one "road rage" incident but it was handled safely and 
the enraged driver passed us as if to put an exclama-
tion point on his/her perturbation.   
 
East of Chattanooga, IH 59 became IH 75 and for the 
first time the GPS was showing an exit number.  Soon 
we were exiting IH 75 onto Hwy 68 and heading to-
ward Madisonville where we would merge onto high-
way 411 and 72.  Highway 72 joined up with High-
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MOA Getaway, Fontana Dam, North Carolina 22-24 April 22 

way 115/129 that led us along a beautiful rushing 
river (Tellico River ?) and onto highway 28.  This 
section of road is better known as “The tail of the 
Dragon”.  We arrived at the Fontana Dam resort 
around 1730 where we promptly celebrated our arri-
val with a Beer in the parking lot before checking-
in.  Another fantastic riding day that included cross-
ing four States before arriving in North Carolina.  A 
total of about 550 miles on the day culminating with 
slaying the “Dragon”.  This section of Hwy 129 
boasts 318 curves over an 11 mile stretch.  What a 
ride!! 
 

Friday, April 22nd: 
 
There was no rush today as we had a late breakfast 
with the intent of meeting with the MOA Getaway 
organizers and volunteering to help set-up.  We fin-
ished breakfast and set out to find where they were 
setting up for the Getaway.  We met up with the or-
ganizers and were told that everything was under 
control so we should really think about going out for 
a ride.  Bill noticed that the battery on his bike was 
low on charge and might need to be replaced.  We 
decided that we would ride “The Dragon” once more 
in order to get to a Harley Davidson shop in Tal-
lassee, Tennessee that might have a replacement bat-
tery.  As it was a Friday, traffic on “The Dragon” had 
picked up from the day before.  There were a few 
“Moto GP racers” who would pass on the inside of 
the curves, knees dragging and riding at break-neck 
speed.  Best to let them go and we did!   
 
This is the only section of highway where there were 
Highway Patrol and EMS staged at the beginning, 
middle and end of the curvy section.  We rode at a 
spirited pace, picking our lines to be smooth through 
curves and exit prepared for the next.  We arrived at 
the Harley Davidson shop in Tallassee which was 
moderately busy.  A number of Harley’s were lined 
up outside so we rode to the end of the parking lot to 
be out of the way.  Bill found a battery but after 
some measuring decided that the one he had would 
get him back home.  After a short break on the porch 
and a bottle of water we saddled up and prepared to 
“slay” the Dragon once again.  It was another fantas-

tic ride back to the Fontana Dam resort.  We did see 
EMS attending to one downed rider but that was the 
only incident we saw.  We arrived back at Fontana 
Dam around 1600, just in time to register for the 
MOA Getaway. 
 

Saturday, April 23rd: 
 
Despite the fact that we got to breakfast early that 
morning, the lack of staff at the resort meant that 
there was a wait.  We had a quick breakfast and 
planned a ride for the day.  As we had already ridden 
the Dragon three times we looked for something dif-
ferent.  Bill put together a loop that would take us 
South on Hwy 129 to Murphy and then East on 64 to 
Franklin.  From Franklin we would ride North on 
“Moonshiner 28” a scenic route back to the Fontana 
Dam Resort.  We left the Resort around 1000 and 
headed toward Murphy.  There were four of us today 
as we had an acquaintance from the evening before 
on a new R1000.  The drive was beautiful as the 
landscape went from forest to farmland and small 
towns.  In Franklin we stopped for a BBQ lunch that 
was excellent.  From Franklin we headed North on 
“Moonshiner 28” and the Indian Lakes Scenic By-
way.  The riding was much more open and not as 
technically demanding as Hwy 129 but just as fun 
from a pure riding standpoint with lots of wide 
sweepers.  We arrived back at Fontana Dam around 
1600.  About 120 miles covered on the day. 
 

Sunday, April 24th: 
 
Kickstands were up at 0730 and we headed toward 
Hwy 129 and Robbinsville.  We stopped in Robbins-
ville at a small Catholic Church for Mass that began 
at 0830.  Following Mass, and a sidewalk discussion 
with the Priest we were once again headed toward 
Vicksburg, Mississippi.  We re-traced our route 
through North Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia, Ala-
bama and finally arriving in Mississippi.  The return 
trip went as smooth as the trip out. Most of the ride 
was under clear sky, with humidity building as we 
headed Southwest.  Traffic flowed with only minimal 
slowdowns in Tennessee and Alabama.  Cruise con-
trol was on most of the way.  We arrived in Vicks-
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Santa Fe MOA Getaway: 
 
Bill Edwards, Bill Nichols and Mike Makowski at-
tended the Santa Fe MOA Getaway. The Drury Hotel, 
old Santa Fe area, was the venue. The Drury staff is 
outstanding - genuine and personal; happy hour finger 
food was excellent and the MOA dinners were fantas-
tic - the first night featured lamb chops. Once beyond 
the city limits, riders had a variety of choice routes - 
none reported hampered by the NM fires.  

 

 MOA Getaway, Fontana 
Dam, North Carolina  

burg, Mississippi at around 1800, having rode ap-
proximately 550 miles. 
 

Monday, April 25th: 
 
Kickstands were up at 0730 and we made our way 
around a construction detour back toward IH 20 and 
Shreveport, Louisiana.  The morning was partly 
cloudy and a cool 68 degrees F as we made our way 
through the morning Vicksburg traffic.  Once onto 
IH 20 the traffic was light and we made good time 
over the Mississippi River bridge and into Louisi-
ana.  As we approached Monroe the partly cloudy 
became very cloudy and a dark sinister squall line 
lay ahead of us.  We made a gas stop in Monroe just 
as the sky opened up and it began to rain very 
hard.  We took the opportunity to put on our foul 
weather gear and headed into the rain.  The rain was 
coming down in sheets in some places that required 
us to slow down to maintain visibility in other places 
in would be just a drizzle.  We rode over 300 miles 
in the rain.  The temperature never got above 68 de-
grees F and in some cases was as low as 62 degrees 
F.  The storm stretched from Monroe, Louisiana all 
the way to Central Texas and beyond.  I arrived back 
in Georgetown at around 1600. 
 
Once again, I would like to thank Bill and Mike for 
a wonderful ride and a fantastic MOA Getaway ex-
perience.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Other MOA Rides  

Bill Edwards lighting up a cigar in grand style. On the patio of 
the hotel 

Other photos on page 9 
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MOA Santa Fe New Mexico Getaway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Spectacular stair case  of the Loretto Chapel 
See the back story on the chapel on page 14 

Magnificent Alter of the Cathedral Basilica of St Francis of 
Assis in Santa Fe.  See the church back story on page 13 

Foyer of the Drury Hotel Santa Fe 
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 2022 MOA National Rally: 
Write up by Mike Makowski, Pictures from MOA Rally Page 

Bill Edwards and Mike Makowski attended the Na-

tional Rally, Springfield, Missouri. They connect-

ed with Dave Schani, Chuck Wetzel and Steve Hen-

son. Bill volunteered at the Ambassador Booth; 

Dave was coordinating volunteers. The focus for the 

Rally was 75/5s - a big hit -  and there was a pletho-

ra of sidecar rigs as well. On The return to San An-

tonio, Bill and Mike took the scenic route through 

Arkansas - absolutely great weather to match the 

scenery. 

A whole Lot of Slash Fives 
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2022 Alaska Moto Trip 
By Bert Whitaker 

We’ve been planning this tour to Deadhorse, Alaska 
on motorcycles for the last couple years, but due to 
the pandemic, the Canadian borders have been closed 
until this year.  I was honored to be invited to go 
along with a friend from Lubbock who is a serious 
long-distance rider (a couple Iron Butt Rallies under 
his belt and a couple dozen Iron Butt ride certificates 
as well) and another GS rider from Lubbock.  He did 
all the amazing logistical planning for us. The other 
fella and I toned him down to 300-500 miles per day 
(we thought) in order to smell some of the roses 
along the way.   
 
I left on May 22, about three days prior to the others, 
in order to see a couple friends in Montana.  I came 
through and camped at Sugarite Canyon State  Park, 
NE of Raton, New Mexico; then on to Grand Junc-
tion, Colorado; Jackson, Wyoming; Craig, and then 
Swan Lake, Montana, prior to meeting my buddies at 
Lolo, Montana.   
 
From Jackson, Wyoming on, I kept a bottle of bear 
spray in my tank bag and one in a pocket behind my 
MoskoMoto soft panniers as grizzlies and black 
bears are everywhere from then on.  The three of us 
met in Lolo, Montana, to camp for the night and ride 
Lolo Pass the next day.  It rained on and off all night 
(the second in a row for me) and was in the 40s and 

raining when we broke camp.  99 miles of twisties 
was a real treat going into Idaho from Montana.  We 
went into Canada from Washington and spent the 
night at an Air BnB in Beaverdell, British Columbia.   
This was a cool set up, as it caters to adventure/
touring motorcyclists.   
 
The next night was in an ADV Rider’s house in 
Prince George, BC as he opens his home to touring 
ADV Riders as well (no charge, but I did buy him 
supper and slept outside, due to his cat).  The next 
day we rode to Hyder, Alaska, which is a big destina-
tion for LD riders (long distance or Iron Butt).  Hy-
der is pretty much a ghost town after the pandemic so 
we stayed just across the Canadian border back in 
Stewart, BC in a lodge/hostel.  All along the trip we 
met lots of very cool people from all over (UK, Neth-
erlands, BC, US, etc.) who were on awesome motor-
cycle trips as well.  We pushed our way on through 
BC into the Yukon Territory entering the US near 
Tok, Alaska, where we camped in a cool 
campground.  Motelled it the next night in Anchor-
age, then rode down south down the Kenai Peninsula 
to Homer where two of us camped at the KOA.   
 
Our hard-core LD riding partner left so he could run 
on up all the way to Deadhorse and Prudhoe Bay (as 
far north as the road goes in the US).  The other fella 
and I had agreed not to push ourselves that hard any 
more as the accumulated fatigue is a real and danger-
ous phenomenon.  Both of us had planned on 
Deadhorse, but after so many miles of rock/dirt roads 
under construction in Canada and Alaska, at a tiring 
pace, we just wanted to rest and slow the mileage so 
we could enjoy the trip more.   
 
Long story, but LD rider broke down right at the be-
ginning of the Dalton Highway (the mostly dirt high-
way up to Deadhorse) and hitched a ride back to 
Fairbanks (80 miles).  An ADV Rider he somehow 
contacted through their chat group/forum, volun-
teered to drop everything, hook up his trailer, go pick 
up LD Rider at a restaurant in Fairbanks and head all 
the way up to the Dalton Hwy to pick up and haul his 
bike back to his home and shop near Fairbanks.  He 
then invited us all to stay and camp in his shop as 
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2022 Alaska Moto Trip 

long as we needed.  Also allowed the use of bath-
room/shower and washer/dryer in their home.  Both 
husband and wife are retired and GS riders and very 
active in the moto scene (ADV Rider, Beemer Air-
heads, etc.).     
 
The best part of my trip was the people I met along 
the way.  This was Sunday and I hadn’t had a day off 
the bike since I started 10 days prior.  I rested, resup-
plied groceries, washed clothes, bathed, napped for 
the next two days while we waited for a starter to be 
overnighted  in order to repair the broken-down bike.  
On Wednesday, I shot up the Dalton to the Arctic 
Circle (200 miles) and returned to our hosts’ for an 
awesome 400 mile solo run.  We all discussed the 
situation and agreed that I would hit the road south 
riding solo the next day while LD rider attempted to 
fix bike and complete his goal of riding all the way 
to Deadhorse.   
 
What a relief it was to be on my own and riding at 
my comfortable pace the next day.  I made it back to 
Tok and camped in this really cool motorcycle camp-
ing area called Thompson’s Eagle Claw Motorcycle 
Park.  A must, if you ever ride into Alaska!!  From 
there I rode, in the cold rain, northeast up to Chick-
en, Alaska, where the Chicken Music Festival was 
just beginning.  An hour of mostly dirt/mud roads 
later, I crossed back into the Yukon at Little Gold 
Creek, the most northerly land border crossing into 
the USA.  The Top of the World Highway took me 
down (quick/short detour onto the Dempster High-
way, just to say I’ve been on it) into Dawson City, 
Yukon Territory, where the Klondike Gold Rush 
started back in 1896.  One has to take a ferry across 
the raging Yukon River to get to Dawson and that 
was quite the thrill.  It started to pour again just as 
my BLT came to my table so I elected to grab a 
room at the Bunkhouse.  The town still has board 
sidewalks and (flooded) dirt roads throughout town 
and many of the buildings were built back in the 
1800s.   
 
The Dust to Dawson Rally was the next weekend 
and my hosts back in Fairbanks were eagerly antici-
pating riding there as it had been canceled for the last 
two years.  Made it to Whitehorse, Yukon, through 

the cold and rain the next day.  Awoke in a motel to 
see the weather was in the 40s again with lots of rain, 
but off I went, eager to get south and closer to the 
US.  An hour down the Alaskan Highway, the tem-
peratures continued to drop into the 30s and my cold 
weather gloves proved to be no longer waterproof so 
I pulled off to try and warm my hands.  A couple 
other very hardy GSrs pulled in to grab some very 
expensive Canadian fuel and I strolled over to chat.   
 
They were a father/son duo that invited me to go ride 
some dirt roads with them.  This was the last thing I 
wanted so I quickly told them my story of my trip 
and me heading home then decided to follow them 
south until they split off.  The temps continued drop-
ping and the snow started in with a vengeance, hav-
ing to try and clear snow from my face shield every 
few seconds.  The road was still warm enough to pre-
vent accumulation, so on we rode.  Eventually we 
pulled off to warm up again and decided we had to 
return to Whitehorse where they lived and they invit-
ed me to stay at their place where they had a spare 
apartment.   
 
Back north we rode through an increasing blizzard, 
where I never thought I would be so glad to ride in 
the rain at 39 degrees coming back into town (I had 
mild frostbite on both thumbs).  The son GAVE me, 
mounted and balanced, a gently used rear tire as we 
all agreed mine would not get me home (even though 
I put brand new tires on the week before I departed).  
They told me they would be insulted if I offered to 
pay them for anything. I washed clothes, napped, 
shopped for waterproof gloves and took them both to 
restaurants and we became great friends.   Ended up 
staying at their place for two nights as the weather 
would not cooperate.  I took my time riding back 
through British Columbia, WA, ID, MT, UT, WY, 
CO, NM and into TX.  I stopped and visited with 
new and old friends, camped in many great spots, 
some just off the road in the bush, some in free 
campsites, city parks, a couple motels, got to crash 
on my son’s couch in Denver and one more motel the 
last night in hot Texas, before arriving back home in 
Spring Branch where I had a happy reunion with my 
wife and dogs.  
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5 WAYS TO TRANSITION TO E-BIKES 
By Harry Fryer, JUNE 22, 2022|IN MOTORCYCLES, THE CURRENT 

“Hackers are the new Hot-Rodders” 
‘The Hack’ opinion column is written by contribu-
tor to The Current, Harry Fryer.  He’s the found-
er/CEO of Blaise Electric, and an employee/
investor in the Bike Sheds Motor Co. in London 
 
From the experts in the field, here are the obstacles, 
challenges and solutions required to transition to elec-
tric motorcycles, beyond purely functional urban 
scooters. 

The Sondors MetaCycle eschews gasoline styling 
cues, and literally pokes a hole in the gas tank. It’s 
pressed-aluminum chassis looks like nothing else. 
Wanna see it? Catch out Electric Revolutionar-
ies exhibit at the Petersen Museum! [Sondors] 
 

1. Change The User Attitude 
From a user perspective, changing attitudes isn’t 
straightforward, as the attributes of internal-
combustion (IC) motorcycling have developed for 
over a century.  Today’s motorcyclists are accus-
tomed to the smell of gasoline, noise, and relative 
mechanical and riding complexity. Getting them to 
accept something with characteristics that are pretty 
much the opposite will take time. There’s a hesitancy 
among riders who think ‘going electric’ means giving 
something up. The biggest hurdle to E-Bike owner-
ship is actually cultural, and largely due to age de-
mographics, and riders have grown up with. This im-
pression of IC motorcycling will exist until the last 
generation to use gasoline is gone. There’s already a 
generational gap between riders who started out on 

petrol powered machines and those who’ve witnessed 
electric bikes as a normal option, who approach E-
Bikes with an un-biased user experience and not real 
attachment to internal-combustion motorcycles. 
Radical new designs like Curtiss Motors’ The 
One are changing how we experience the motorcycle 
industry. [Curtiss] 
 

2. Re-invent the “Motorcycle” 
Internal-combustion motorcycles and E-Bikes are 
completely different species. Trying to replicate the 
characteristics of a gasoline motorcycle  in an electric 
bike design does not work.  By designing two-
wheeled motorized electric vehicles in harmony with 
their components, one creates a completely different 
riding experience, one that is true to their nature. As 
more people become familiar with the technology 
and the unique riding experience E-Bikes offer, we’ll 
see whole new audiences get on board, and from then 
the growth will explode. The responsibility for that 
change lies with the manufactures. They have to re-
sist the habit to do what’s always been done [ie, ‘gas 
tanks’ on E-Bikes – ed.], and show customers what 
we have not even imagined. The motorcycle industry 
is entering one of the most consequential disruptions 
of transportation in history. While E-Bikes have been 
around for a very long time, the latest batteries make 
possible the biggest change in  propulsion technology 
in 130 years.  We are witnessing a reinvention of the 
motorcycle, the engagement of new audiences, and a 
total industry  

https://thevintagent.com/storm-sondors/
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5 WAYS TO TRANSITION TO E-BIKES 

refresh. 
 
Laws and regulations will need to change with E-
Bike adoption, including licensing protocols. [Wired/
ACAB] 

 
3. Society, Law and Regulation 
 
Current regulations are far behind the rapid develop-
ment of two-wheeled EVs, and in some regions, you 
can’t even register an electric motorcycle for the 
road. Electric bikes will become mainstream but that 
will be driven largely by governments and regula-
tions.  In China, the adoption of E-Bikes (mostly E-
Scooters) was essentially forced in the past 10 years, 
and thus China leads the world in E-Bike adop-
tion.  Regardless, because of their simplicity, E-
Bikes are already become one of the most frequently 
used vehicles for short-haul urban transporta-
tion.  And in the long view, If motorcycles continue 
to exist, they must abandon combustion engines [at 
least until hydrogen or hydro power becomes viable 
– ed].  In 2030 we’ll see the end of gasoline vehicle 
sales in Europe, and California will stop selling gas-
powered vehicles even sooner.  Although we can’t 
categorically state that electric is the future of 
transport, we can definitely say that gasoline power 
isn’t.  We are likely only at the beginning of seeing 

motive power alternatives, and electric may end up 
being a ‘bridge technology’ as we transition to some-
thing even more efficient. 
On the regulation front, it’s often overlooked that the 
licensing process to ride a motorcycle. In Europe and 
especially the UK, is time consuming and complicat-
ed, which disincentivises new riders. We have an op-
portunity to re-write the licensing book today, tai-
lored to electric motorcycles, as electric bikes don’t 
require the same testing methods. In short, we need a 
new category of motorcycle license. 
A cute conceit: the ‘bowser’ is a thing of the past, so 
bring on the new fueling stations! [Zero] 

4. Tech, Cost and Battery Advancement 
 
The biggest hurdles in tech are cost, range and 
weight. 
Range is often used as a shorthand to trash E-
Bikes.  There’s a sense of anxiety around where to 
get to your next charge,  if you’re away from home. 
For the majority of riders who ride in urban areas, 
it’s a non-issue.  But for longer distances, only im-
provements in battery technology, charging technolo-
gy, energy density and infrastructure will make range 
anxiety a non-issue. 
 
Currently it costs manufactures two to three times the 
cost of an internal combustion motor to build an elec-
tric powertrain. That drives the price of the vehicle 
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5 WAYS TO TRANSITION TO E-BIKES 

up, and it’s why so many companies struggle to turn 
a profit in this segment. Either they match prices for 
the category and sacrifice their profit margin, or 
build a super-expensive bike and only sell a few to 
those who can afford them. The cost comes down to 
volume, and electric bike companies aren’t produc-
ing high enough volumes to bring down unit part 
prices, making them more expensive than IC en-
gines. 
 
Another challenge is weight versus range; the bigger 
the battery, the farther you can go, but at the cost of 
weight. With current lithium-cell technology, the 
‘range per pound’ just doesn’t match gasoline, but 
that could change with solid-state battery technology. 
It’s still in its infancy, but cells have been developed 
that are half the size of current lithium cells and store 
10 times the capacity, delivering loads more range. 
This kind of advancement could lead to motorcycles 
that are lighter and more powerful than we’ve ever 
seen. 

Until charging technology is as fast as filling up with 
gasoline, long-distance driving will need lounges like 
this.  From The Current News: a Stackcharge charg-
ing lounge. [Stackcharge] 
 

5. Upgraded Infrastructure 
 
In a late-Capitalist society, the government doesn’t 
provide and enhance electrical infrastructure; it’s the 
place of businesses, and major equity firms are cur-
rently investing in nationwide and international 
chains of EV charging stations. We’ve seen govern-
ments and transport lobbyists push EVs as greener 

transport, but as far as motorcycling goes the discus-
sion on how people will recharge their machines is 
left out. A great advantage of petrol over electric is 
the refill time. Current level 1 and level 2 charging 
stations still take too long, and require trip planning 
and extra time. DC fast chargers are becoming in-
creasingly more efficient and provide a much shorter 
charge time. However, there are not enough fast 
chargers available for the consequential demand, and 
until E-Bikes become more popular, they won’t 
swing the needle on support for fast charging sta-
tions. 

  
Harry Fryer is CEO of Blaise, selling custom parts 
for E-Bikes.  He’s an early employee/ investor of the 
Bike Shed Moto Co in London, and his latest custom 
build was featured in Built Mag and Bike Exif.  His 
column ‘The Hack’ explores trends in two-wheeled 
EVolution. 

 

https://thevintagent.com/2022/06/11/the-current-news-june-10-2022/
https://www.instagram.com/blaiseelectric/
https://thevintagent.com/the-current/
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Cathedral Basilica of St Francis of Assisi, Santa Fe, NM 

The Cathedral Basilica of Saint Francis of Assi-
si commonly known as Saint Francis Cathedral, is 
a Roman Catholic cathedral in downtown Santa Fe, 
New Mexico. It is the mother church of 
the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. 

The cathedral was built by Archbishop Jean Baptiste 
Lamy between 1869 and 1886 on the site of an old-
er adobe church, La Parroquia (built in 1714–1717). 
An older church on the same site, built in 1626, was 
destroyed in the 1680 Pueblo Revolt. The new cathe-
dral was built around La Parroquia, which was dis-
mantled once the new construction was complete. A 
small chapel on the north side of the cathedral was 
kept from the old church. 

Influenced by the French-born Archbishop Lamy 
and in dramatic contrast to the surrounding adobe 
structures, Saint Francis Cathedral was designed in 
the Romanesque Revival style. As such, the cathe-
dral features characteristic round arches separated 
by Corinthian columns and truncated square towers. 
The large rose window in front and those of 
the Twelve Apostles in the lateral nave windows 
were imported from Clermont-Ferrand in France. 
The towers were originally planned to be topped 
with dramatic 160-foot (49 m) steeples, but due to 
lack of funds, these were never built. The north tow-
er is a single row of bricks taller than the south tow-
er. The cathedral was built from yel-
low limestone blocks quarried near the present site 

of Lamy. A 2005 addition to the upper façade of the 
cathedral is a small, round window featuring a dove, 
the symbol of the Holy Spirit. It is a stained 
glass replica of the translucent alabaster window de-
signed in the 17th century by the Italian art-
ist Bernini for St. Peter's Basilica in Vatican City. 

The Cathedral of Saint Francis of Assisi was official-

ly elevated to a basilica by Pope Benedict XVI on 

October 4, 2005, when it was named the Cathedral 

Basilica of Saint Francis of Assisi. 

Our Lady of Peace Statue 

ED Note: Information shamelessly taken from  
Wikapedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamy,_New_Mexico
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Santa Fe Getaway, Loretto Chapel, NM 

The story begins in 1850 when the Vicariate of New 
Mexico was established under the first Bishop of the 
Territory, Bishop Jean Baptiste Lamy. Seeing a need 
to educate the girls of the Territory, Bishop Lamy 
sent a plea to Catholic teaching orders to open a 
school for girls. The Sisters of Loretto responded 
and sent six sisters to open the Loretto Acade-
my. Having been recently under Mexican rule, the 
Territory of New Mexico was full of Spanish-
speaking citizens, so the six had to learn the Spanish 
language and, after an arduous trip during which the 
Mother Superior died, finally arrived in Santa Fe and 
opened their school in 1853.  
 

By 1873, the Sisters were able to start the construc-
tion of a Chapel. Using the same French architect 
and builders as Saint Francis Cathedral Basilica, the 
Chapel of Our Lady of Light (as it was then known) 
was patterned after Archbishop Lamy’s favorite 
Sainte Chapelle in Paris. With its gothic-style archi-
tecture, the Chapel certainly would have stood out 
among the small adobe homes surrounding it at the 
time.  

 
Unfortunately, the architect died before access to the 
choir loft was built. Given the height of the loft and 
the small size of the Chapel, a staircase would have 
taken up too much floor space, thereby reducing the 
seating capacity to an unacceptably small lev-

el. Legend states that seeking guidance and help, the 
Sisters of Loretto prayed a nine day novena to St. 
Joseph, Patron Saint of Carpenters. A novena is a 
special prayer said for nine consecutive days. On the 
final day of the novena, a carpenter appeared with 
only a hammer and carpenter’s square. He built what 
is now known as the Miraculous Staircase with sim-
ple tools and wooden pegs. The rare wood is not na-
tive to the American Southwest. When the Staircase 
was complete, it is said that the carpenter disap-
peared without receiving thanks or payment. The Sis-
ters tried all local lumber stores but could not find 
accounts open for supplies for their stairs. Some be-
lieve the carpenter was St. Joseph himself while oth-
ers believe that is was someone sent by St. Jo-
seph. What is known is that the Sisters of Loretto 
prayed, and their prayers were answered.  

The Staircase has two complete 360 degree turns 

with no center pole for structural support. The entire 

weight of the staircase rests on the bottom stair. The 

banisters were added approximately ten years later 

due to the difficulty of climbing the tall, tapered 

stairs with no railing.  The two small brackets that 

can be seen on the outside connecting the stairs to the 

wall and pillar were added in the mid 20th century in 

order to provide more support and protect the stair-

case from negative effects due to vibrations from 

passing cars and trucks. Unfortunately, rather than 

helping the structural integrity of the Staircase, the 

modern brackets damaged the sides of it by prevent-

ing the natural spring-like movement of the Staircase 

while in use. The underside of the stairs were origi-

nally open, but was filled in with a horse hair and 

lime mixture painted to look like wood. 

 

 

ED Note: Information shamelessly taken 
from Wikapedia 

https://www.lorettochapel.com/info/novena-to-st-joseph
https://www.lorettochapel.com/info/novena-to-st-joseph
https://www.lorettochapel.com/info/staircase
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I have a 2014 R1200RT liquid cooled motorcycle 
and was smelling gas after fill ups, when I stopped, 
and when I put the bike on the center stand. The 
smell seemed to be coming from the gas cap area of 
my bike. Not wanting to spend $250.00 plus on a 
new gas cap I decided to investigate what might be 
wrong.  After taking all the plastic off around the 
gas tank, the leak was obvious - see picture. Gas 
was seeping out under the front of the gas cap filler 
flange. 
 
I replaced the gas cap filler flange gasket and the 

gas leak was completely fixed. So if you are smell-
ing gas on a R1200 RTW this may be your problem 
with a relatively easy fix. The total job took me 

about 2 hours so if you take it 
in to the shop for the repair, 
expect at least a one hour la-

bor charge plus the part (approx. 
$15.00) and shop sup-
plies. 

Gasoline Smell After Fill-up - The Fix 
By John Dunn 

9929 Broadway  
San Antonio, TX 78217 
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President 
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glittrell@GVTC.com 
 

Secretary 
Gene Huegin 

(978) 790-2356 
genehuegin@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer 

Michael Makowski 
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Chuck Wetzel 
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Dave Hoover 
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The San Antonio BMW Riders Newsletter is 
published bi-monthly solely for the use of its 
members. 
Any copying and/or duplicating is acceptable 
provided it is not done for profit. 
Classified ads are free to members Please call 
or e-mail the ads to the editor.  Advertising 
rates for businesses are: 
One year - 6  issues 
 Business Card $  50.00 
 Quarter Page $100.00 
 Half page $190.00 
 Full Page        $350.00 

Editor Notes 

My hats off to club members who have been piling up some re-
spectable miles in the last couple of month.  Read Eric Millers 
account of the trip out to the MOA Getaway to Fontana Dam, 
North Carolina, (My apologies to Eric, He sent this article back 
in April and I must have misplaced it).  Next was Bert Whitaker's 
ride up to the Alaska Highway and Mike Makowski and Bill Ed-
wards ride out to the Santa FE, New Mexico MOA Getaway.  On 
a smaller scale, Chuck Wetzel continues to lead Sunday morning 
rides all around the local area. 
 
My daughter’s car was hit by a lady blowing through a stop sign 
last week.  In need of a temporary car, my wife volunteered my 
car and said I could ride to work on the bike.  Not a bad trip south 
on 281 at 7:00 AM in the morning, but the ride back at 5:00 PM 
is daunting due to the excessive heat. I consul myself by riding 
faster in a hope that the higher wind velocity will be more cool-
ing.  In reality, it just feels hotter. 
 
I was impressed at the showing of all those Slash 5 bikes at the 
MOA rally.  A little sad also because my two /5s are still sitting 
in the garage slowly getting put back together.  The 75/5 needs 
some headlight shell electrical work and the 60/5 needs the gas 
tank painted.  The 60/5 just got some new tires.  A bike looks so 
much better with new rubber.  I’m also trying to replace the cor-
roded bolts.  There are sure a lot of them.  In any case it is nice to 
have a hobby.  It would be even nicer to have an air conditioned 
garage. 
 
Note the club calendar for details.  This Saturday will have a 
gathering at Alamo BMW’s new location on Broadway.  Taco 
and coffee in the morning and pizza around noon.   If you haven’t 
been out for a while, come join us.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hank Arriazola 
201 N Commerce, Dilley Texas 78017 
(830) 963-1203 info@motohank.com 

http://www.sabmwra.org/
mailto:cwetzel@satx.rr.com
mailto:hooverdm10@sbcglobal.net

