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The Hill Country Hangout is hard upon us – if you’re 
not registered for the rally and signed up as a volun-
teer, please stop reading this and get your name on 
the list right now. We’ve missed the last couple of 
years but we have the opportunity to bring back this 
popular early-season event for serious South Texas 
motorcyclists. The great thing is, it’s a lot of fun! The 
included dinners, drawings for prizes, flea market 
goodies, and Hill Country riding mean you can be as 
busy or as relaxed as you want to be. Don’t miss the 
return of the club’s single largest event. Go to sab-
mwra.org and sign on. 
 
Congratulations to SABMWRA member Daniel 
Nosal who finished in the top 25 for the MOA Sum-
mer Mileage Contest for the past year, logging just 
over 25,000 miles on his two big GS Adventure mod-
els. This year’s contest starts April 1, and the registra-
tion forms for the contest are in the current (March) 
issue of the Owners News. Even if you don’t expect 
to log big numbers this year, you can sign up and 
help the club become recognized as one where a high 
number of members participates. Just bring the form 
to a dinner social, Sunday morning ride, or other club 
event so you can get an officer or any two members 
to sign it for you.  

My own plans for this season may include getting up 
to Missouri for the MOA National Rally in June, but 
more definitely a ride out to the Four Corners/
Monument Valley area to renew old memories of 
that landscape. I’ll do my best to hit Socorro, NM 
for the Very Large Array Radio Astronomy Obser-
vatory there and to make it up to Crested Butte in the 
Centennial State to see friends there. I’m not sure 
how late I’ll need to go to minimize the risk of hit-
ting snow up at ski town elevations but I suspect it’ll 
be later than early June. The Rockster is in good run-
ning order, so other than an oil and filter service and 
perhaps a check of the brake pads, she should be 
good to go.  
 
I hope you are also spending time with maps and 
planning your wish list of rides, and maybe going 
through your bike’s systems to ensure you are confi-
dent about the machine before you set out. I think 
we voted to change the club motto from “Excelsior!” 
to “Proper Preparation Prevents Poor Performance” 
a couple of years ago, but even if we didn’t, it’s a 
good idea. I look forward to hearing from you when 
you return from your adventures.  
 
Gerard Lobosco 

Page 2 

PREZ Notes 

SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION 

HILL COUNTRY HANGOUT 
 

Join the San Antonio BMW Riders Association at Kerrville-Schreiner 
Park in Kerrville, Texas, April 1 – 3 for a couple of days of beautiful 
springtime in the Texas Hill Country. The rally site is on the hillside of 
the park and camping will be in the Fawn Hide-a-Way loop with dining 
hall and mini-cabins in the Midway Mini-Cabin loop. 

That’s about three weeks away! 

Early registration ends March 25. 

See all the Details at SABMWRA.ORG 
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Club Calendar 
Sunday Ride -- Every Sunday there is an informal 
breakfast ride (weather permitting). The destina-
tion for the Sunday breakfast ride will be deter-
mined by participants, unless previously an-
nounced via email. The ride departs at 8:30 a.m. 
from the Starbuck’s at 1604 and NW Military 
Hwy (Shavano Park).  Direct any questions to the 
ride leader, Chuck Wetzel (cwetzel@att.net). 

The 2021 Events Calendar -Date in bold is a club 
activity, dates not bolded are simply items of inter-
est to members.  NOTE – Everything is subject to 
change so remember to check the club calen-
dar, HTTP://www.sabmwra.org/html/
calendar.html, for the latest 

March 

19 - Third Saturday Ride. Gerard Lobosco will lead a 
ride to Gonzales, with stops along the route at memo-
rials of the Battle of Gonzales and lunch at a restau-
rant to be determined by participants of the ride. Meet 
at the Exxon station (10987 US 181) just south of I-
410 for departure at nine a.m.   

April  

1 - 3 - SABMWRA's very own Hill Country 

Hangout, Kerrville Schreiner Park in Kerrville. Two 

nights' camping, dinner on Friday and Saturday, poker 

run, local rides, and more. Check the club's website 

for registration and contact Mike Makowski or Bill 

Edwards to volunteer for the event.  

April 1 - 3 - The Texas Fandango is in Fredericksburg 

again, just a short ride from our rally in Kerrville. 

Come for the rally and visit the bike show and vintage 

races at the fandango.  See details directly to the right. 

May 20 - 22 - MOA Getaway, Santa Fe, NM. Bill Ed-

wards and Mike Makowski will lead a group out for 

the rally. Details on schedule and route will be an-

nounced.  

 
 
. 

Club Shirts - Special Notice 

 I have two extra SABMWRA embroidered club 
shirts available now for half price.  The vendor mis-
takenly ordered extras and most of those extras were 
bought by members who placed orders last Jan/Feb 
(for about twice as much as what the vendor is selling 
these extras for).  The shirts are polyester (colorfast 
and don’t shrink in the dryer) and are heavier weight 
fabric that will last a long time (probably longer than 
most of us).  Also, they are “long waisted,” which 
means the shirt tail is plenty long enough (in most 
cases) to cover a butt crack when you bend over.    

The charcoal gray shirt is size L and the black shirt is 
size 2XL.  Here’s link to pic of the two shirts: https://
www.flickr.com/
photos/192739981@N05/51936057628/in/dateposted
-public/ 

The prices for these quality shirts -- only $18 (incl 
tax) for the size L charcoal; only $20 (incl tax) for the 
size 2XL black.  Act now (email me) if you want to 
buy one.  This offer won’t last long (because I’m get-
ting tired of dealing with these shirts). 

 Cheers, Tom Wilmotte, twilmotte@gmail.com 

The Texas Fandango 
 

The Cherokee Chapter of the AMCA 
proudly presents The Texas Fandango. 
The Texas Fandango is a vintage swap 
meet, vintage bike show, and vintage 
races all rolled into one fun-packed 
weekend, April 1-3, 2022,  The Fandan-
go is located in the beautiful Texas Hill 
Country at the Gillespie County Fair-
ground in historic Fredericksburg. 
 
thetexasfandango.com 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/192739981@N05/51936057628/in/dateposted-public/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/192739981@N05/51936057628/in/dateposted-public/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/192739981@N05/51936057628/in/dateposted-public/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/192739981@N05/51936057628/in/dateposted-public/
mailto:twilmotte@gmail.com
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Electric Adventure Riding 
The Bear, Ben Franklin, 3/8/2022, ADVRIDER.COM 

Thinking ahead 
Are we ready for the future of adventure riding? 
Indian designer Neeraj Jawale has seen one possibil-
ity with his “BMW” D-05T. 

 “Heraclitus, I believe, says that all things pass and 
nothing stays, and comparing existing things to the 
flow of a river, he says you could not step twice into 
the same river.”  So said Plato, and I think he had it 
pinned. I kind of wonder how the ancient Greeks 
came up with this thought, seeing that relatively little 
changed in their lives apart from occasional Persian 
invasions. Today, with the juggernaut of technologi-
cal and social evolution almost pounding our heads 
into the sand, that same thought is irresistible. 
 
If you need a concrete example, consider that my 

mother saw the first Zeppelin flying over Berlin. I 

watched a man step onto the moon, and now there is 

an inkling of technology that may make it possible to 

travel faster than light. All in a century. 

Whether we like it or not, transportation will be sig-
nificantly different from what we see today. Whether 
we like it or not, propulsion will continue to transi-
tion towards electric cars – and motorcycles. While 
greater stress on things like shared mobility and au-
tonomous driving will not particularly affect motor-
cycles, there will be changes for us, too. If nothing 

else, we will eventually find it difficult to fill our 
bikes’ tanks with petrol. 
 
While the change to autonomous or at least more au-

tomatic driving will make the whole system a whole 

lot safer and efficient, drivers will lose much of the 

sheer pleasure of driving, and the next generation of 

connected cars will have less emotional connection 

with the driver. This problem will be even more pro-

nounced in the case of motorcycling. The design of 

urban spaces in the cities of the future will have very 

little to offer in the way of enjoyment when riding a 

motorcycle, and much of the freedom that offers now 

will simply evaporate. 

Enter cross-terrain off-roading and adventure riding. 
As the roads become ever more controlled and sterile 

forest, desert and bush will offer an escape. But that 

does not mean that things won’t change there, as 

well. For one thing, it is likely that you will have lit-

tle option but to ride electric bikes there, too. With 

admirable foresight, India-based designer Neeraj Ja-

wale from the motorcycle industry hub of Pune has 

thought about the potential this offers, rather than the 

restrictions it might bring. He believes that electric 

adventure biking will be one of the very few ways to 

experience the thrill and freedom of riding a motor-

cycle in the future, and he has put his mind to imag-

If we have to go electric, we may as well look good.  
Photo: Neeraj Jawale 

Come rain, come snow, come dead of night…         

the D-05T is ready! Photo: Neeraj Jawale 



Page 5 SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION 

Electric Adventure Riding 

ining the way that a BMW adventure motorcycle 

concept might function. He may just have given us a 

look into the future of two-wheelers. Jawale’s BMW 

D-05T concept motorcycle leverages advancements 

in technology while hanging onto the so-important 

emotional connection between rider and machine 

That isn’t all. He has explored the advantages that 
such a bike might offer over a current adventure 
bike. Going well beyond downloadable route maps, 
his electric BMW features technology that can create 
a detailed plan for the next adventure trip based on 
the inputs of the riders who’ve already explored the 
terrain. This isn’t necessarily as attractive as Jawale 
seems to think it is. We aren’t likely to constantly 
want to follow the path others have beaten for us, are 
we. Still, we do create guides like the TAT. 
 
But there is another advantage to Jawale’s idea of 

detailed plans. Probably the main limitation of elec-

tric power is the limited range that comes with it. In 

a novel, if rather weird and highly unusual way to 

tackle this, he suggests a series of service hubs locat-

ed in remote locations where you can swap out the 

drained battery for a fully charged one. The idea is 

that these hubs will also offer travel essentials so 

that the rider can choose to travel light without hav-

ing to carry supplies. 

The whole thing seems to carry overtones of Disney-
land in the wilderness to me, but this is the future 

we’re looking at. Probably the idea of PIRBs and 
other locator beacons would have struck riders of a 
few decades ago as just as nannying. Jawale has not 
eliminated the possibility of carrying supplies on his 
bike entirely. In fact, he has a neat option for lug-
gage: magnetic holders to easily attach accessories 
including storage containers. 
 
If you do go and explore uncharted, unpredictable 

and potentially dangerous terrain, Jawale has you 

covered as well. His D-05T is equipped with a drone 

that will function as a flying navigation assistant and 

will boost your phone signal. While the drone is 

helping you navigate in real-time by showing you 

details of the terrain ahead from the sky, it can also 

take videos and still pictures of you. Not only that: at 

night the drone turns into a watchdog which can alert 

you about approaching predators in the woods. It 

could no doubt scare bears if they decide to partake 

of your limited supplies. wherever and whatever you 

ride, and no matter how weird this idea might seem, 

the future is bringing change. And remember, as 

Benjamin Franklin said, “When you are finished 

changing, you are finished”. 

 

Photo: Neeraj Jawale 

Photo: Neeraj Jawale 
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Quick Tips 
Using your phone in an emergency: Do you know the hidden features?   

By @rtwpaul, ADVRIDER.COM, 2/24/2024 

You can do a lot more than call 911 

First, and probably most important, is making sure 
your phone is set up with emergency contacts. 
 
On an iPhone, this is how you do it: 

1. Open the Health app and tap your profile picture. 

2. Tap Medical ID. 

3. Tap Edit, then scroll to Emergency Contacts. 

4. Tap the Add button to add an emergency contact. 

5. Tap a contact, then add their relationship. 
Tap Done to save your changes. 
 
Your emergency contacts will now have this symbol 
next to their names in your contacts: 

 

 
On Android, it’s done this way: 
 
Go to your contacts and follow these steps: 
 

1. Select the “Groups” tab. 

2. Select “ICE – Emergency Contacts” (ICE: In 
Case of Emergency). 

3. Use the icon to the right of “Find contacts” (a 
plus sign) to add an emergency contact. 

4. Select or add a new contact to the group. 
All contacts in this group will be available from the 
lock screen, so you can call them without unlocking 
your phone. 
 
A Simple Alternative 
 
As a easy solution which will work on almost any 
device: set your lock screen wallpaper to show a 
screenshot of an ICE number. 
 
Okay, so your phone is set up for whom to call—but 
what about you? If you are unconscious, having your 
important medical details showing could help emer-
gency responders. 
 
On an iPhone 

 

1. Open the Health app and tap the Summary tab. 

2. Tap your profile picture in the upper-right corner. 

3. Under your profile picture, tap Medical ID. 

4. Tap Edit in the upper-right corner. 

5. To make your Medical ID available from the 
lock screen on your iPhone, turn on Show When 
Locked. In an emergency, this gives information to 
people who want to help. To share your Medical ID 
with emergency responders, turn on Share During 
Emergency Call. When you make a call or send a 
text to emergency services on your iPhone or Apple 
Watch, your Medical ID will automatically be shared 
with emergency services. 

6. Enter health information like your date of birth, 
allergies, and blood type. 
Tap Done.  It’ll look something like this. 
 

image credit – support.apple.com 
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Quick Tips:  Using Your Phone in an Emergency 

These are the steps you need to follow for Android: 
 

1. Open the Health app and select the Medical ID 
tab. 

2. If prompted, tap Create Medical ID. 

3. Enter any information you want to be available 
to emergency responders. 
Make sure Show When Locked is turned on. 
Now your phone is set up with your emergency con-
tacts and some medical details on you, and don’t for-
get to add your vaccination status. 
 
Scenario  A 
 
You and a buddy are riding a trail, your buddy goes 
down and is knocked unconscious—you call emer-
gency services, who will likely ask for information 
about your buddy that you don’t know. If it’s on 
their phone, you can access it. 
 
On an iPhone 
 

1. Hold the power button and volume button simul-
taneously. 

2. This will bring up the emergency screen. 
Slide the emergency “Medical ID” icon to the right 
and this will access the Medical ID page. 
 
On an Android, since many phone manufacturers 
use the Android system, it’s best to double-check 
your specific phone to confirm the operations. On 
some Samsung phones, the procedure is this: 

1. From the lock screen (when the phone asks for a 
passcode) it says Emergency in the lower left. 

2. Tap Emergency, and a dial pad appears. 

3. Tap Medical ID at the bottom left. 
 
Emergency information will display. 
 
Scenario B 
 
Riding solo, you go down and you need to contact 
emergency services without having to dial. 
 
On an iPhone 8 or later: 

 

1. Press and hold the side button and one of the vol-
ume buttons until the Emergency SOS slider appears. 

2. Drag the Emergency SOS slider to call emergen-
cy services. 

3. If you continue to hold down the side button and 
volume button, instead of dragging the slider, a 
countdown begins and an alert sounds. 
If you hold down the buttons until the countdown 
ends, your iPhone automatically calls emergency ser-
vices. 
 
Make the call on iPhone 7 or earlier: 
 

1. Rapidly press the side (or top) button five times. 

2. The Emergency SOS slider will appear. (In India, 

image credit – support.apple.com 
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Using Your Phone in an Emergency 

you only need to press the button three times; then 
your iPhone automatically calls emergency ser-
vices.) 

3. Drag the Emergency SOS slider to call emergen-
cy services. 

4. After the call ends, your iPhone sends your 
Emergency contacts a text message with your cur-
rent location, unless you choose to cancel. 

5. If Location Services is off, it will temporarily 
turn on. If your location changes, your contacts will 
get an update, and you’ll get a notification about 10 
minutes later. 
6.  If you use the Emergency SOS shortcut, you need 
to enter your passcode to re-enable Touch ID, even 
if you don’t complete a call to emergency services. 
 
On some Android phones: 
 

1. Just swipe up on your phone’s screen to be taken 
to the Lock screen, and then tap Emergency Call. 

2. A dial pad will appear where you can enter your 
desired number. 
Your registered emergency contacts will also appear 
at the top of the screen. 
 
Another way to have the information accessible (and 
useful as a backup) is in paper, on your person—but 
it should be easy to locate. 
 
If you ride in a Klim jacket (I’m not sure about 
brands) they have a very specific pocket on the arm 
with the medical symbol. I keep my information in 
there too, and when I’m riding internationally a copy 
of my medical insurance card with, printed on the 
back, my emergency contact phone numbers and 
email addresses. 
 
Why emails? Because a detailed message could be 
sent by medical staff who don’t speak your contact’s 
language. Your contact could easily use Google 
Translate (or similar) to read the message and re-
spond. 
 
I cover it with clear packing tape to waterproof it. 

Got Airhead? If you’re a fan of historic BMW flat 
twins, or even just a general motorcycle enthusiast, 
there’s a new podcast debuting this weekend which 
should give you a good look inside the world of clas-
sic airhead BMWs. 
 
The Airhead 247 podcast will look at the 1970-1995 
BMW scene, when the company’s air-cooled 247 
engine and the bikes it powered earned a reputation 
for style, practical engineering and reliability. Not 
that the bikes didn’t need tweaking then, and they 
certainly require careful maintenance now, but as the 
podcast’s write-up says, “This era of machines main-
tains a devoted fan base due in large part to the ex-
tensive network of independent mechanics and prod-
uct developers that keep these machines on the 
road.” It’s true—along with mid-century Harley-
Davidson V-twins and Brit parallel twins, the leg-
endary 247-series engine and the bikes it powered 
have some of the best aftermarket support in the 
world, and some of the most devoted enthusiasts. 
 
What to expect in the podcast? Daren Dortin, who 
produces and hosts the show, says this: 
 
We’ve reached out to some of the names and brands 
that fans of these bikes know and have some great 
conversations to share. Airhead owners will know or 
have dealt with most of our guests, guys like Ted 
Porter from the Beemer Shop, Rick Jones from Mo-
torrad Elektrik, William Plam from Boxer 2 Valve 
and the venerable Snobum. This is a program where 
we get to their history and passion for the brand, talk 
a little tech and hear some interesting stories. Even if 
you’re not an airhead fan, there’s some great motor-
cycle conversation and knowledge packed in each 
episode. 
 
Sounds like fun. Dortin also says the program will 
tackle “some timely and sometimes contentious sub-
jects including the café racer build trend and how 
auction sites like Bring a Trailer are impacting the 
value, accessibility, and future of the marque.” 
 
Well, we’ve certainly seen some of those discussions 
ourselves, here in ADVrider’s comment section, so it 
shall be most interesting to see where these talks go. 

Airhead 247 Podcast:  
Zac / @kawazacky, ADVRIDER.COM 3/3/2022 

 

https://www.advrider.com/1975-honda-xl125-just-how-much-is-an-old-dual-sport-worth/
https://www.advrider.com/author/zac-k/
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Motorcycle Electrics: Why Use Relays  A Rebuttal 

By Bill Edwards 25 January 2022 

The article in the last Newsletter "Motorcycle Elec-
trics: Why Use Relays?” may be a decent discussion 
of relays and how they work and are wired, but the 
second paragraph entitled, "Not For CAN bus” and 
the subsequent paragraph is just not true:  
 
 
Please note: This wiring advice does not apply to 
motorcycles with a CAN bus system. CAN bus is less 
of a wiring harness and more of a smart network 
filled with microcontrollers. If you try to add a relay 
and power it by tapping into your expensive motorcy-
cle’s CAN bus wiring harness you may trigger an 
expensive failure. In order to properly tap into a mo-
torcycle’s CAN bus power, you will need to purchase 
a CAN bus specific device. That’s a separate article. 
Stay tuned!  
 
The only smart way to wire accessories to a CANBus 
(Controller Area Network Bus) vehicle without using 
an EzCAN, CanSmart, or CanOpener device, is 
through a relay, or series of relays and a power distri-
bution module of some kind.  To say that relays are 
not for CAN equipped motorcycles goes against eve-
ry thing that has been written about wiring accesso-
ries to those same vehicles.    
 
Now, having said that, one has got to know what he’s 
doing before looking for an electrical trigger for a 
relay (#86 in the related article), but they are numer-
ous on CAN vehicles - parking lights, tail lights, aux-
iliary outlets, etc, which only come on when the igni-
tion is on.   
 
The trigger for the relay takes very little power and 
will not trip the CANBus or more properly the ZFE 
(Central Vehicle Electronics Controller) in most cas-
es.  The power input source connection (#30 in the 
related article) for the accessory equipment, however 
must come from the battery or some distribution 
module which takes its power directly from the bat-
tery .   
 
The ZFE essentially measures the amount of current 
going to each OEM equipped device, and when it 

senses an over voltage caused by the addition of an 
accessory to OEM wiring, it shuts down the con-
trolled device. That particular “controlled device” 
will automatically reset itself when the ignition is 
switched off and back on again, but it the issue still 
exists, it will shut it down again.   
 
The only way to resolve this issue is to remove the 
device from the OEM wiring.  Conversely however, 
taking the power for any added accessories directly 
from the battery, and using a small electrical source 
to trigger an associated relay will not, as stated previ-
ously, affect the ZFE because no additional voltage is 
sensed by the CANBus network. 
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Hill Country Hangout 2019 
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SA BMW RA 
P.O. Box 15143 

San Antonio, TX 78212 
WWW.SABMWRA.ORG 

 
Club dues are $15 single,  

$20 w/associate(s). 
 

President 
Gerard Lobosco 
(210) 789-7374 

gslobosco@hotmail.com 
 

Vice President 
Graham Littrell 
(210) 412-6699 

glittrell@GVTC.com 
 

Secretary 
Gene Huegin 

(978) 790-2356 
genehuegin@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer 

Michael Makowski 
(210) 488-6554 

makowski.michael@gmail.com 
 

Ridemeister 
Chuck Wetzel 

(210) 410-5353 
cwetzel@satx.rr.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Dave Hoover 

(210) 247-8821 
ahbeemerdmh@yahoo.com 

The San Antonio BMW Riders Newsletter is 
published bi-monthly solely for the use of its 
members. 
Any copying and/or duplicating is acceptable 
provided it is not done for profit. 
Classified ads are free to members Please call 
or e-mail the ads to the editor.  Advertising 
rates for businesses are: 
One year - 6  issues 
 Business Card $  50.00 
 Quarter Page $100.00 
 Half page $190.00 
 Full Page        $350.00 

Editor Notes 

Just about three short weeks until our club’s premier annual event, 
the Hill Country Hangout.   
 
Event Organizers; Mike Makowski and Bill Edwards have done an 
outstanding job getting this event ready.  The only thing remaining 
to be seen is you.  Remember, early registration ends on March 
25th. 
 
We have not had a club rally for a while due to COVID 19.  Now is 
the time to break out of the house and do some long needed riding 
and camaraderie with other like minded riders.. 
 
In the last edition of our newsletter I posted an article on Motorcy-
cle Electrics - Why use Relays.  The article itself was rather tech-
nical.  Bill Edwards read it and said not so fast.  See his rebuttal 
article on page 9.   
 
Many of you may have heard of the passing of Jim Sikking ear-
lier this year.  His estate included several old BMWs including 
an R50/2, a 1965ish R69S, a 1972 R60, and a 1975 R90S.  I am 
happy to say that I am the new owner of the R60/5, a perfect 
stable mate to my ‘73 R75/5.  With a little gas and a charged 
battery, the R60 actually started up.  An interesting note, the 
very well preserved R90S  in the background was originally pur-
chased brand new by club member Rex Wright. 

 

 
 

Hank Arriazola 
201 N Commerce, Dilley Texas 78017 
(830) 963-1203 info@motohank.com 

http://www.sabmwra.org/
mailto:cwetzel@satx.rr.com
mailto:hooverdm10@sbcglobal.net

