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SABMWRA Prez 
Gerard Lobosco 

presenting club donation to 
the Kendall County Animal 

Shelter 12 June 



“Had we but world enough, and time, 
This coyness, Lady, were no crime…. 
  But at my back I always hear 
Time's wingèd chariot hurrying near…” 
 
Back in the short, dark days of January and February, 
I spent time, as I suspect many of us do, casually 
plotting long rides for the upcoming season. The 
MOA rally seemed a good idea, so I looked at maps 
and listed the places I’d stop to visit on the way up or 
coming back. When I added up the miles I would 
cover and the time I could take, I calculated it as a 
reasonable trip. But it occurred to me that I had been 
complaining lately about not having seen my going to 
be two years old soon granddaughter in more than a 
year, and that I was missing friends and family  and 
fretting about when I would see them again. So I ad-
justed my planning and instead of Montana, I 
sketched a ride through New Orleans, Tallahassee, 
South Florida, Greenville, South Carolina, northern 
New Jersey, and Buckeye Lake, Ohio. It was a great 
ride and I’m glad I decided to do it.  
 
In a little more than three weeks, I put 4,800 miles on 
the Rockster. I spent too much time on interstate 
highways, rode through two days of serious rain, re-
placed my fourteen year old rain suit, visited family 

and friends in five states, and was reminded of the 
folly of riding in New Jersey. The Rockster handled 
the miles with few problems, making it back home 
to San Antonio with only a minor case of oil weep 
from the left cylinder oil filler cap. Rex Wright, 
maestro of all things R1150, soon put that right and 
reassured me about the essential goodness of Oil-
heads. 
 
The season isn’t over, of course. I signed up this 
year for the Motorcycle Grand Tour of Texas and 
I’m having fun episodically, taking pictures of my 
bike at some of the designated spots. I’ve been to 
Littlefield (Veterans Memorial), Gonzalez (Jail Mu-
seum), Big Spring (aircraft museum), Spur (giant 
arrow), and more. I’m planning a multi-day loop up 
to Dallas and back down through Palestine, Rusk, 
and Dime Box to pick up more of the required pic-
tures. And there are a couple of club rides I’m look-
ing forward to, if it ever stops raining. 
 
I hope you’re getting out and riding as much as you 
like, and to wherever you want. If you have sugges-
tions for club rides, please let us know – we’re al-
ways looking for another reason to get out and go.    
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Club Calendar 
Sunday Ride -- Every Sunday there is an informal 
breakfast ride (weather permitting). The destina-
tion for the Sunday breakfast ride will be deter-
mined by participants, unless previously an-
nounced via email. The ride departs at 8:30 a.m. 
from the Starbuck’s at 1604 and NW Military 
Hwy (Shavano Park).  Direct any questions to the 
ride leader, Chuck Wetzel (cwetzel@att.net). 

The 2021 Events Calendar -Date in bold is a club 
activity, dates not bolded are simply items of inter-
est to members.  NOTE – Everything is subject to 
change so remember to check the club calen-
dar, http://www.sabmwra.org/html/
calendar.html  for the latest 

July 

 July 17- Club ride to the coast for lunch at Charlotte 
Plummer's Seafare Restaurant in Fulton. We'll start at 
8 a.m. from the Shell gas station where SR 122 runs 
into US 181 on the southeast side of town (10987 S 
US Hwy 181). The ride will be about 150 miles, gen-
erally along US 181, TX 239, and TX 35. We should 
arrive at the restaurant by 11 a.m. and be ready to 
head back home no later than 1 p.m.   

July 24, Club Officers and Member meeting. 10 AM, 
Alamo BMW. 

August 

August 21-Tech session led by Dave Hoover. Possi-
ble topics include brake fluid change, but let Dave 
know if you have a suggestion for a topic which 
would be of benefit to the members. 
 

September 
 
 September 3 - 6 - BMW Motorcycle Club of North-
ern California - The 2021 RANGE OF LIGHT GYP-
SY TOUR!  
 
Graham Littrell suggests this California event for 
members not afraid of a longish ride to the start: The 
Range of Light Gypsy Tour promises scenic riding in 
the Sierra Nevada. Details at https://
www.bmwnorcal.org/event-4336452 

September 18- Tour of Painted Churches in the 
area around Schulenberg.  
  
September 25 - 26 - Back by popular demand! Alamo 
BMW will host trainers Shawn Thomas and Louise 
Powers for an off-road training event. The course will 
be held at the Flying L Ranch in Bandera.  Details to 
come. If interested, please drop an email to Suzanne 
O'Neal at salesmanager@alamobmw.com. 
 

October 

October 22-24 - MOA Getaway Weekend in Kerr-
ville -check the MOA website for details:  https://
www.bmwmoa.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?
id=1440598&group=  

November 

November  5-7:  The Hand built Motorcycle Show, 
Austin. Always an interesting show with bikes and 
racing. Check it out at  
https://revivalcycles.com/handbuilt-motorcycle-
show/2021 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Want to make a suggestion? The club officers’ 
email addresses are posted on the SABMWRA web-
site (http://www.sabmwra.org/html/officers.html). 
Please feel free to email your suggestion to one of the 
officers. We welcome suggestions from all members. 

mailto:cwetzel@att.net
http://www.sabmwra.org/html/calendar.html
http://www.sabmwra.org/html/calendar.html
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sabmwra.org%2Fhtml%2Fofficers.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7C331fd6fc997541687e5108d903f8cff8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637545189445847862%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwM
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MOA Rally Report 
By Dan Nosal 

With the 49th Annual BMWMOA Rally scheduled for 
24-27 June 2021, pushing off 6 June afforded ample 
time to ride into Colorado – Wyoming - Utah – Idaho 
– Oregon & Washington State prior entering Montana 
from the west.  In years past each day’s ride was 
planned in great detail, likely a holdover from serving 
in the Army for 32 years.  While it has taken some 
adjustment, other than the first two days of this 23-
day trip, the next day’s ride was planned the evening 
prior relaxing over a glass of wine & chowing down 
on whatever I could scrounge from a Safeway or Al-
bertson’s Deli section.  Not exciting I get it, but doing 
so allowed me to keep an eye on the weather.  This 
proved beneficial as the heat wave threatening the 
NW gained traction.  With only two hard stops (La 
Grande, OR & Great Falls, MT) planned, time to en-
joy the scenery vice a mission-oriented approach of 
pushing onto the next destination.  Its only taken me 

five years to mellow out ☹.  With roughly 2,500 miles 

behind me it was time to head to Great Falls & the 
rally.  

While I greatly admire the hearty souls camping on 
the rally grounds, Malmstrom AFB Base, a mere six 
miles from the rally site would be home for four days.  
At $84/night (no tax), couldn’t pass it up.  Clean, 
modern, spacious, a place to wash clothes, relax and 
in light of the exuberant hotel prices in Great Falls, a 

steal of a deal.  On future trips it is well worth seek-
ing out military lodging, especially Air Force lodg-
ing, the zoomies do it right.   

 

 

 

Day 1:  Rally registration was a breeze providing am-
ple time to peruse the vendors and the hundreds of 
bikes to include vintage airheads, a nice collection of 
sidecars and various setups on other attendee’s bikes.  
The latter proved useful as it was the first extended 
trip on my 2020 BMW 1250 GSA HP.  Chatting with 
fellow riders on topics ranging from bikes, travel, 

     The Falls of Great Falls, Montana 

     Welcome to Great Falls, Montana 

My two-wheeled 
2020 BMW 1250 
GS Adventure HP 
“rocket” & a run 
of the mill Inter-
continental Ballis-
tic Missile, Malm-
strom Air Force 
Base, Great, Falls, 

MT   
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MOA Rally Report 

farkles and the best places to nosh in Great Falls 
made the trip worth it.  As a first time BMWMOA 
rally goer, hearing what others had to say was en-
lightening.  On the way to the rally, I bumped into a 
lovely couple sporting a BMW w/a nifty sidecar. 

This couple won the 2013 BMWMOA Summer 
Mileage contest on their sidecar nonetheless, impres-
sive.  The husband and wife team were on their way 
to another rally and commented; “BMW rallies were 
too commercial for them”, interesting.  Personally, I 
appreciated the opportunity to put hands on some of 
the equipment vendors were hocking.  At the rally 
comments were mixed.  Most notable were com-
ments on Tourtech’s; “no show,” in the vendor line 
up.  I later heard from Hank “Motorhank” Arriazola 
that Tourtech was short-handed and opted to pass.  

That said, Clearwater Lights, Dunlop, Michelin, 
Metzler, Denali, ABUS and dozens of others filled 
the Expo Parks main hall & grounds.  Of note was 
the Clearwater Lights & Dunlop tire teams which 
made a killing installing and mounting their products 
on site. 

Day 2 & 3:  Demonstrations included a “How to lift 
your bike” led by a small group of women riders 
who made it look like child’s play.  Attendees were 

invited to give it a go & by all accounts did very 
well.  Another highlight was the bike judging of eve-
rything from vintage bikes, side cars, endless.  Of 
note was the People’s Choice Bike awards judging 
everything from the most farkled, most bug splat-
tered bike, muddiest, on & on.  Hindsight is 20/20 as 
I should have entered my bike for the most bug splat-
tered.  Multiple seminars to include “Oil analysis, 
Braking System Maintenance, Motoquest’s Alaska, 
Sidecar Adventures, Women Who Ride, something 
for everyone from 8 AM till circa 4 PM.  Not inter-
ested in seminars?  Wander off to the beer tent, enjoy 
live entertainment or simply walk around enjoying 
the comradeship of like-minded BMW riders.  A 
popular venue was the BMW Authority Training, 
Streetmasters Motorcycle Workshops, West38Moto 
Off Road Training where riders learned new skills in 
two spacious parking lots and the Bull Run Guest 
Ranch.  As Great Falls does not have a BMW dealer-
ship/service center, rally organizers provided space 
for attendees for oil & filter change.  Lesson learned, 
if planning to ride long carry a spare filter as it may 
be difficult finding one on the road.  The nearest 
BMW motorcycle service center is Big Sky Motor-
sports, Missoula, Montana, roughly 165 miles to the 
west.  Of particular note was the BMWMOA raffle 
for the chance to win one of 20 beautiful bikes.  Sad-
ly, no bike for me.    

  

 

 

 

 

 

            Traveling light??? 
Bikes, bikes & 
more bikes 
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MOA Rally Report 

A nice side trip from the rally took the front wheel 
150 miles north to Bear Paw Battlefield – Nez Perce, 
where on 5 Oct 1877, Chief Joseph surrendered to 
General Howard after an arduous effort to lead his 
people into Canada.  His immortal words that day 
"Hear me, my chiefs! I am tired. My heart is sick 
and sad. From where the sun now stands, I will fight 
no more forever." The site contained a few placards, 
a couple of monuments, which provided visitors a 
good look as to the events of the day.  Montana’s 
great expanse provided jaw dropping scenery along 
less crowded roads.  I especially appreciated less 
crowded roads than typically found in Colorado this 
time of year.  Having ridden in Colorado multiple 
times, June is typically jammed especially along the 
most popular route, Durango to Quray (Hwy 550) 
Million Dollar Highway.  Most days I had the roads 
to myself, bonus.   

Personal favorites were the ride near Polson, Mon-
tana around Flathead Lake and the Big Horn Battle-
field which is both beautifully maintained.  Big Horn 
Battlefield is one of our Nation’s most treasured and 
sobering treasures.  Markers note where both 7th 
Cavalry troopers and Indian Warriors fell on the bat-
tlefield.   

Sobering as it is, Little Big Horn is a must see for 
everyone’s bucket list.  Other sites visited (in no par-
ticular order) included Chief Joseph Battleground, 
Big Hole Battleground, Crater Lake, Oregon; Trini-
dad, CO; Provo, UT; Twin Falls, ID; Mountain 
Home AFB; Boise, ID; La Grande, OR; Willamette 
& Umpqua National Forest, Eugene, OR; Mt. Hood 
National Forest; Portland, OR; Spokane, WA; Coeur 
d’Alene, ID; Bonner’s Ferry, Kalispel, MT and on 
the way of Terxas Cadillac Ranch, Amarillo, Texas.  
Without shame, I trailered from San Antonio to 
Trinidad, CO., where I started the ride.  Shelling out 
fifty bucks for 30-days for truck/trailer storage was 
well worth it compared to riding through the Pan-
handle or crossing West Texas.   

All in all, clocked 5,959 
miles over the 23-day 
trip, sadly all good 
things come to an end.  
Next year’s 50th Anni-
versary BMWMOA 
Rally is scheduled for 
16-18 June 2022, 
Springfield, Missouri 
which is roughly 800 
miles (fastest route) 
from San Antonio vice 

the 1,600 miles (fastest route) to Great Falls.  Next 
up on this rider’s bucket list is the Day of the Dead 
celebration in Oaxaca City, Oaxaca, Mexico.  With 
any luck I’ll squeeze in a ride to Tennessee, Arkan-
sas and of Big Bend prior to heading south to Oaxa-
ca.  Let’s Ride!!! 

Little Big Horn Battlefield 
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color screen with integrated navi-
gation while the rest of the bike 
has been equipped with LED 
lighting. 

The production CE 04 will be 
pretty capable, too. Its electric 
motor is connected to a 8.9-kWh 
battery pack, using the same cells 
as those used for the new iX, and 
can generate 42 horsepower and a 
top speed of around 75 mph, ac-
cording to a press release. Since 
this is a scooter designed for ma-
neuvering through stop-and-go 
city traffic, that should be more 
than enough power. The company 
says you’ll get around 80 miles of 
range per charge, too. And when 
the battery needs some juice, you 
can go from 20 to 80 percent in 
just 45 minutes using the optional 
quick charger. That same charger 
will completely fill the battery in 

100 minutes, while the same task takes about four 
hours and 20 minutes when the scooter is connected 
to a standard wall outlet. 

“The BMW CE 04 is our new electric star for the city. 
It combines an e-drive with emotion and motorcycling 
fun,” CEO Oilver Zipse said in a statement. “The lat-
est technology, and the best battery cells, which also 
provide power in the BMW iX.” 

 
Thankfully, you won’t have to wait long for the CE 
04. BMW says its battery-powered scooter will go on 
sale in the US early next year. The vehicle will start at 
$11,795, though that price can quickly climb when 
you start adding on accessories like an adaptive head-
light and quick charger. Still, for a glimpse at the fu-
ture, that’s more than manageable. 

 

 

BMW’s Sleek New Electric Scooter  
Bryan Hood, Robb Report, Thu, July 8, 2021,  

Battery-powered cars, trucks and motorcycles may 
hog all the press, but a new electric scooter 
from BMW Motorrad wants to make some news of 
its own. 

The German automaker motorcycle division has just 
unveiled a production version of the Definition CE 
04 concept scooter that first turned heads as a con-
cept last fall. Looking like something ripped from 
the pages of one of William Gibson’s cyberpunk 
thrillers, the futuristic two-wheeler is the automak-
er’s latest attempt at changing the way we think of 
urban mobility. 

In a welcome surprise, BMW has left much of the 
Definition CE 04 prototype’s science fiction-
inspired design relatively untouched, choosing to 
refine rather than alter what’s there. The scooter’s 
body is even more angular up front than before, but 
more streamlined toward the rear. The bold orange 
accents are also here to stay, too, which is great 
news. The cockpit also features a 10.25-inch TFT 

https://robbreport.com/motors/cars/bmw-unveil-ix-electric-crossover-concept-1234580728/
https://robbreport.com/tag/bmw-motorrad/
https://www.bmwmotorcycles.com/en/discover/stories/urban-mobility/definition-ce04.html
https://www.bmwmotorcycles.com/en/discover/stories/urban-mobility/definition-ce04.html
https://www.theverge.com/2020/11/11/21560306/bmw-electric-scooter-concept-motorrad-definition-ce-04
https://www.theverge.com/2020/11/11/21560306/bmw-electric-scooter-concept-motorrad-definition-ce-04


Page 8 SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION 

BMW’s Motorcycle Active Cruise Control 
By Bruno dePrato 

ABS has been the cornerstone on which all electron-
ic systems have supported and expanded the safety 
of motorcycle riding. First to adopt ABS-assisted 
braking systems was BMW Motorrad in 1988—a 
great step forward. And because of that, the great 
Bavarian make has remained at the front of the evo-
lution of the technology extracting from the ABS’s 
highly versatile functionality a traction control sys-
tem, known as Automatic Stability Control (ASC). 
 
ASC was soon followed by the more comprehen-
sively capable Dynamic Traction Control (DTC) that 
ensures a total traction and stability control acceler-
ating on any surface and at any lean angle. In 2019, 
BMW Motorrad added to the DTC the capability of 
controlling the engine drag torque under fast decel-
eration. The addition of an inertial platform fully 
integrated the ABS capabilities to further increment 
the safety of motorcycle riding, and GPS completed 
the system to realize a functional navigation system 
complete with TFT instrumentation screen and con-
nectivity. 
 
Dynamic Cruise Control associates ABS with the 
engine ECU by wire throttle control to ensure a re-
laxed ride at constant speed that also helps keeping 
fuel consumption at its best minimum. At this stage 
the last and most sophisticated addition to this long 
list of safety supporting electronics is Active Cruise 
Control (ACC). 
 
ACC have been present in the automotive world 
since 1992, when a first, somewhat crude “lidar”-
actuated warning system appeared on a Mitsubishi 

sedan, while a much more refined and effective mil-
limeter-wave radar system debuted on Mercedes S 
Class top sedans. From then on radar-assisted ACC 
have achieved widespread usage in the automotive 
world, proving extremely effective in preventing col-
lisions in bumper-to-bumper traffic. Their latest evo-
lution assists in keeping the car in the proper lane by 
reading the marks on the road. The radar sensor sens-
es the presence of the vehicle in front and keeps con-
stant the distance from it by continuously adjusting 
the speed by activating throttle controls and brakes, 
if needed. As simple as that. 

But it is not that simple. Motorcycles are variable 
attitude vehicles, they lean in corners, they are more 
“mobile” than cars. BMW Motorrad and historical 
partner Bosch analyzed the massive amount of varia-
bles involved in motorcycle dynamics and developed 
a system that, starting from the base DCC unit, adds 
a substantial number of sensors in order to achieve 
maximum active functionality by positively combin-
ing three main functions: cruising speed control, 
safety distance control, and curve speed control. Yet 
they also made their ACC more actively interfaced 
with the rider in the sense that the rider here retains a 
higher level of responsibility compared to the ACC-
assisted car driver. 

Fundamental is that the BMW Motorrad ACC only 
keeps track of the moving vehicles and ignores sta-
tionary vehicles. That means the rider must activate 
the brakes of his BMW in the presence of vehicles 
stopped in a traffic jam queue or at a traffic light. 
Primary functionality is that the system is fully capa-
ble of actively modulating the set cruising speed 
whenever the bike reaches the limit of the selected 
safety distance approaching the vehicle in front. 
 
ED Note.  This was an article that came out last 
year.  From the news I get, Active Cruise control is 
now available on the 2021 R1250 RTs.  Don’t you 
just love technology? 

https://www.cycleworld.com/authors/bruno-deprato/
https://www.cycleworld.com/new-bmw-motorcycles/
https://www.cycleworld.com/buyers-guide/
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THE RIDE TO AND FROM MOA RALLY IN PICTURES 

BILL AND KANI NICHOLS 

 

Bill found someone’s phone along the way 

Trailer soon to be in production? 

Approx 4,998 Rally Goers this year 

Inflatable vests 
were on sale at 
the Rally -  Bill 
got one. 
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More Bill and Kani Rally Pics - Glacier National Park 
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Steve & Helen have camping and cabins for rent & a web site - check it out at 
http://www.blancobeemerwerkes.com/cabin/index.html 

http://www.blancobeemerwerkes.com/cabin/index.html
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SA BMW RA 
P.O. Box 15143 

San Antonio, TX 78212 
WWW.SABMWRA.ORG 

 
Club dues are $15 single,  

$20 w/associate(s). 
 

President 
Gerard Lobosco 
(210) 789-7374 

gslobosco@hotmail.com 
 

Vice President 
John Dunn 

(210) 241-3688 
jdunn49@live.com 

 
Secretary 

Tom Wilmotte 
(210) 863-6038 

twilmotte@satx.rr.com 
 

Treasurer 
Michael Makowski 

(210) 488-6554 
makowski.michael@gmail.com 

 
Ridemeister 

Chuck Wetzel 
(210) 410-5353 

cwetzel@satx.rr.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Dave Hoover 

(210) 247-8821 
ahbeemerdmh@yahoo.com 

The San Antonio BMW Riders Newsletter is 
published bi-monthly solely for the use of its 
members. 
Any copying and/or duplicating is acceptable 
provided it is not done for profit. 
Classified ads are free to members Please call 
or e-mail the ads to the editor.  Advertising 
rates for businesses are: 
One year - 6  issues 
 Business Card $  50.00 
 Quarter Page $100.00 
 Half page $190.00 
 Full Page        $350.00 

Editor Notes 

I made a conscious effort in the last couple of weeks to get out 
of the cage and to ride my bike to work and to Church on Sun-
day.  In both cases, I got rained on.  I could have sworn the news 
said there would be no rain., but here in San Antonio, even 
when they say there is a 50% chance of rain, that doesn’t mean 
it will rain where you are.  So I guess there was a chance of rain 
somewhere and it just happen to fall on me.  The answer I al-
ways give to the question; “what happens when it rains,”  is that 
you get wet.  The upside is one dries off quickly in 90+ degree 
weather.   
 
The 2021 MOA Rally is over and I hope everyone made it home 
safely.  Many thanks to Dan Nosal for his Rally Report and to 
Bill and Kani Nichols for their photos of their trip to the rally. 
 
A reminder, next weekend is the ride to the coast and the fol-
lowing Saturday is a club Officers and Member meeting at Ala-
mo BMW.  Join us and help fill out the activates calendar for the 
rest of the year. 
 
Front Page Photo:  We only had six members show up for last 
month’s club picnic, but we all donated some ride money and pre-
sented the funds to the Kendall County Animal Shelter.   
 

 
 

Hank Arriazola 
201 N Commerce, Dilley Texas 78017 
(830) 963-1203 info@motohank.com 

Steve Henson           

In The Heart Of The Hill Country

(512)413-5662 Henzilla57@earthlink.net

Call For an Appointment

Blanco BeeMerWerkes

http://www.sabmwra.org/
mailto:cwetzel@satx.rr.com
mailto:hooverdm10@sbcglobal.net

